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The eonclusion of a fifty-year period in the history of any organization

usually marks a desirable point from which to 1ookbackward and summarize its accom-

plisiments end trace the thread of its history.

of its beginning are lost,
Tn meny orgenizations the very first sugges 12088 &
and cannot be restored, It is not so in the Minnescia Library Association. Its
first suggestion coming from Dr, W,W,Folwell in a letter to J, Fletcher Willismsythen
Seeretary and Librarian of the Mimnesota Historical Society, appears in Dr, Folwell's
Autobiography, published by the University of Mimnesota Presss 1933,

The letter reads as followss==-
Minneapolis, llinn, Decy23y 1891

My dear lr, Williamss I see that the librarians of Iowa have formed a state socie-
ty. This strikes me as a fashion which we might follow to advantage in Minnesota,
I think we could help one another by meectings and discussions, Such meetings might
take place in conmnection with the Siate Teachers Associmtion, FPublic school libra-
ries need to be fostered,

If you on reflection, should think well of this suggestion, will you not issue
a call for a preliminary meeting to be held next week ? State Teachers Association
meets in St.,Paul and in the Capitol I suppose,

Very truly yourssetc,
William W, Folwell

(PeSe) I would prefer that you issue the call personally, but if for any reason
you would prefer two or three names, use mine as one if you wish,

WeWeF,

The minutes also from the first organization meeting are very complete, and
might almost be reproduced to form this history. Not only is place of meeting and
members present and routine business recorded but an analysis of the pepers presented
and the discussion of the library problems considered, It is possible to trace the
first beginnings of many subjects which have subsequently developed into action and
successful accomplishment,

ORCGANIZATION The first organization meeting was held in the directors' room of the
Minnesota Historical Society on Decenber 29y 1891, 2?&%ﬁﬂﬁ@ﬁ&&#@ﬁﬁkﬁﬂiﬁﬂ@iﬁ/

The following notice had been inserted in the papers ofn@ﬁthe state and

printed postals had been mailed to libraries throughout the state.

¥ Librarians State Associstion

A meeting of 1ibrarians of this state will be held during the session of the

f'f‘tm\ St Pl Crween (2022 . Dacedren 25,189 |
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of the Minnesota Hducational Association in the Historical Society's rooms i@ the '
capitoly §t.Paul at 3 p.m. Tuedday, December 29th for the purpose of organizing a stale
association of librarians, which all members of the profession in linnesota are urged

to attend,
WeW.Folwell, State University

Helen J., lecCainey S5t3Paul Library
WeHe HoTaylor, State Library
e FeWilliams, Historical Babietly

The meeting assembled at 3 p.ms with Dr, Folwell presiding, and lr, J.5
willisms scted as secretery, Dr. Folwell stated that the object of the meeling was
the organization of a State Library Association similar to those formed in other
gtates and on & plan recommended by the American Library Association, It was re-
solved that the librarisns present do organize themselves into such an association
and & committee consisting of Dr, Folwell, lir, Williems and Col, Taylor, the Stale

Librarien soon presented a short comstitution, probably prepared aforetime, which
was duly adopted, The secretary was instructed to prepare a circular announcing
the org&nizaﬁion and send it to every librarian in the state,

The officers elected were Dr, W,W,Folwelly presidenty lirs, lelem J, licCeine
librarisn of the S5t.Paul Library, vice-ﬁresident and J.F.Williamsy Secretary. DY
Folwell continued as president until 1900, but Ir, Williams was secretary for one year
only and although he attended the next annual'@aating in 1892y he was taken ill shortly
after and died in 1895, The Association passed resolutions of sympathy, and we pause
here to express appfeciatien of this chaféer-member who for 26 years, 1867 to 1893,
was the competent librarian of the State Histopical Society., His paper given at the
ennual meeting in 1892 on the"Librarian as a Publiec Servant", indicates the spirit
of helpfulness which he always displayed. He intrdduced the first note in the new
associationy that the library is not only an educaﬁionai institution but a social
force and the librarisn an agent dealing mot only with books hut with humsn beings,
His mespage €till rings clear throughout our libraries,
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ROHIP The role of membership im 1891 includes eight names, though not all were

MEK
presedd at the first meeting, end of that number only ones possibly two are still
living, |

At the second meeting on December by 1892 the membership rose to 15 and

at the close of 1893 to 28, ineluding Ix-Covernor Ramsey and George B, lMeleney of

the Library Bureau, The membership was exclusively from the TwinCities , Duluth
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and the two colleges at Northfield, After 1893, wenbers from such towms as Stillwater,
Redwing, Anoke, Mankato and Winonsa appeared, The circulars which were sent out and
the extension work done by the seeretary, Miss Countrymen, who succeeded 1f, Williams,
in visiting and helping to orgenize town libraries began to produce a professional
spirit and a desire to cooperate and comsult with other librerisws, 7The membership
grew
eradually Ad¢rédséd and represented an increasing nuuber of towms,  In 1836, the
first representatives from towns outside the Twin Cities and Duluth were present
coming from St, Cloud, Mankato, Rochesters Redwing, Anoka snd Stillwater, We began
now to really feel that we were a State organization., By 1898, representatives from
11 towvms were present &nd acquaintenceship with each other became a unifying factor
in promoting state library developuent,
MEETINGS The time and place of meetings were evidently planned in The beginning
té coincide with meetings of the Minnesota Hducetional Association and except for one
meeting, the first five anmual conferences were held in the iistorical Societly rooms
in the month of December, The fifth annuel meeting in 1896 was the first one which
held more than one session, the first session being a joint meeting with the State
Teachers Association, with papers from represemtatives of each organization. The
minutes state that "all of the pspers were heard with interest aml went far to ideh-
tify the work of the two Associations", Thus early in the history of the &ssocia=
tion did librariens recognize that schools and libreries should cooperzte closely s
t+he two srme of the educational system,

Beginning with the 6th meeting in 1897, however, the éﬂsociation no longer
arranged its meetings as to time and place wilth the M.E.A. The &sscciation moved out
from the Twin Cities and met in the town librariesy changing the time to Uclober,
Rochester had a new library building and was hostess to the first meeting away from

the Twin Cities, Then followed St. Cloudy Winona, etc, There was one attempi

to meet quarterly, but only ome quarterly meeting Wgf is recorded in lisrch, 1893,

This being the year of the Columbian Exposition, the quarterly meetings evidently

died a natural death, ss no further mention is made of them
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The annual meeting in 1893 in the Mimneapolis Public Library was an informal
discussion of the Chicago meeting of the A.L.A, in conneciion with the Exposition and
a description of various devices displayed there including the Rudolph Indexer, proba=
bly entirely unknown even by name to the younger generation of librarisns, But we may
record that it was a filing device for catalog cerds on the plan of our present cardex,

'he first meeting wes of course simply ome for organization,

The second meeting of 15 persons had a program consisting of a paper by J.

Fletcher Williems on The Librerien es a Publie Servemt ( previously mentioned ) and

8 paper Gn'Erowsing by Dr, James K, Hosmer which hed previouslyy appeared in the Li-
brary Journsl, The paper led to a discussion of freedom of access to the shelves.
This was & troublesome problem in those days, end a privilege much insisted upon by
the publie, now fairly well solved by the Open Shelf Reading Room which was a later
developnent, The conelusion of the discussion on access to shelves was "The more
the better, so long as the privilege is not abumed,"

The one quarterly meeting comsidered two important subjeets, The Universily
wes about to erect a new library building and Dr, Folwell talked on Library Architec-
-tures presenting the plans proposed for the new building, ( The building now known as
Burton Hall,) This led to further discussion of student access to shelves, of which
Dr, Folwell did not approve. The other subject was a presentation by liss Gountry-
men of a plem of travelling libraries, which will be discussed later on,

= &

The third ennual meeting in the neapolis FPublic Library was attanded

only by Twin City librarians, There wes no program, but as meniioned abow , the time
was devoted to a discussion of the World's Fair meeting, The minutes mention thatl
the Librery Purecu had developed & plan for printing cards, and the associaiion went
on record in favor of it,

A most intercsting metter, worthy of ncte was proﬁée& at the fourth snnusl
meoting, Dr, Folwell adveoecated a Department of Labrary Science in the University

to prepare young people for positions as chief librarians, As there were then but

four library schools in the couniry, this indicaites a forwerd-looking policy charac-




charagteristic of this "pionesr of culture,” Again at the 5th ennual meeting, in

the session with the U,B,A.s Miss Letiie Crafts of the University Library siressed Library
<{faining in the College Curriculum, She advocated a chairboef Bibliogresphy in ihe Facul-
tys systematic training of students in the use of the librery and srgued for a course in
the Summer School where ﬁegche?a might learn something of library economy, This latter
plan wes adopted in * At this same meeting in the session of the librarians,
the work with children was presented for the first time, The Minneapolis Fublic Libra=
ry hed established a separate children's room in 1893, and now in 1395 a paper was read
by the children's librarien on “"The Library and the Chilc This S5th mae%ing'Was
notable and more embitious then eny precedings it was the first with the M,L,A, as before
mentionsds it was the firet 4o have a paper by a trustee, the first to have a printed
program and three full sessions instead of oue, the first to have a social meeting with

-4

refreshnents, There were 45 present at the evening session when liss largaret J.
Bvens of Cerleton Gollege gave the address on "How Best to Fender the @Gollege Btudents
f&miliar with the éollega Library.™ This meeting elso had nearly half e column of
publicity in the newspapers mnd so set the pace for better meetings, with larger atten-

dance and more varied programs, The minutes report "the best mesting which the Asso=

ciation has ever had.,™

The pixth meeting in Rochester in 1898 kept up the reputation of preceding

meeting with a still more ambitious progrems occupying parts of three days instead of

one, A public meeting the first evening welcomed by the mayor, was addressed by Dr,
Félwell, The asiternoon session the next day was devoted entirely to children's

work which was growing in importance, and the evening session t0 an address by Dr,., Hosmer
and an illustrated talk om the Library Situation in Minnesotae by liess Countrymen. The
following morning also presented an inﬁcv&tien, being devoted entirely to book reviews

and book selection, a feature which has since had a permanent place on conference pro=
Erans, An important resolution wos passed at this meeting, as followss "Thet we desire
a library seection to be formed in the State Teachers Associmtiong™ Our Minnescta

Association was not attracting attention, and Miss Ahern, editor of "Public Libraries™

cume up from Chicago to attend the Rochester mesting, A wmost vivid personality, she




w &
added to the interest of the ueetings and brought an outside and broader viewpoint,

As a result of her visit, papers givan gt the meeting were published in "Fublis lLibraries"
Ve 2738354 Jan, 'I.‘"NJ. "Ioml*to develop interest im the Librery, by liss ilinnie UnGrawy li=-.

brarian of Menkato, The Library and the Clubs by lrs, W,W.,Fowler, itrustes, Ruchester Pub=
lie Library and The Children's Room by lerie A, Todd, children's librarium of <the ilinnea-
polis Tubliec Library,

The Tith snnusl meeting wes held at St, Cloud, at the samebiime as the Stale

=

Federation of Women's Clubs . uniting with them for the vez.-,i'”z;;};_ session when the address
was given by iliss Mar garet J. Gvans of Carleton College, The program reveals several
new items of interest., Public documenis wore brought to the fore in a paper om "Public
Documenis, how 4o ecatelog and use them™, Ancther interesting subjeet was 'Feriodicals,
how 1o care for and use tham," the meeting of 1893, the Ascociation passed a re-
solution ur;;-un‘ij;l;;r- their ! Mimmesota senstors to volte for a certain Printing bill whiech
aimed to promote better distribution of public documcutis. Another departure at the
meeting was & clags taught by lirs, W.J, Bouthward, covering the technical processes of
library work, probably the first sttempt at teclmical training givem in the siate,
For the firet {time an exhibit was held, including bulletine loazned by the Aguilzyr Library,
Wew York, the Wisconsin Librery Commisesion snd the publie libraries of linneapolis and
Winonas togevher with e large disy 1e ay of Perry pictures loaned by <the Burt frt Co, of
linneapolis,

Ve would like teo return and outline *tl—i-»:;: progress of the largest piece
ofbwork which the Association accomplished prior to 19004 a piece of legislation which
established the State Public Librery Commission with its system of traveling libraries
end fostering of the publig libraory movement. Ve will
recorded in the minutes of the meetings,.

New York Stats had esteblished a State Library Commizsion in 1893, Tn the

Uinnescta conference of that year, the Secrotary, Miss Countryman outlined a scheme for.

traveling libraries, which was one of gimple gooperation betvween groups of fown livraries,

agcording to which each town would comuribute & certain sum for the purchase o books,

and receive in return the privilege of using t};a:,,,'bcug}'-x't withk the sum total conbripvuted




o Y =

the library so formed to travel in sections from one town to another until all had P<<r

circulated, A resolution was passed favoring the gemeral plan, and cordially re=-
commending it to the towns of the state, A circuler was printed and distributed To
meny townss without visible effeect except to imiroduce the idea of traveling libraries,

In the legislature of 1895 a bill based on the lew York law establishing a
State Library Commission wes introduced but got little attention, During the next
two years, the Secretary spoke before many groups, especially Women's @lubs, They were
interested in the project and appointed a legislative committee to work for it, ino-
ther bill was defeated in 1897 due largely to the opposition of Ignatius Donnelly and
Judge Hicks of Mimnespolis who thought that the traveling libraries were impracticable,

At the 5th snnusl meeting in 1896, liss Countrymen gave a paper at the evening
session on the Need of a State Library Commissiong and at the Rochester ﬁ@eting in 1898,
she gave an illustrated talk on thé'Library Situation in Kimneﬁota; a plea for a Library
Commission, Again the Association passed a resolution expressing its hearty sympathy
with the proposed legislation and its intention to do everything in its power 1o secure
such legislation, ©So the Association put its whole influence and that of library friends
behind the next bill which wes intréduced in 1899,

In the meantime, the Visconsin legislature had established a Library Commis-
sion in 1897, which was of distinet bemefit ¥o our next effort. The Vomen's Clubs also
aided not only by urging their semateors and representatives to vote for the measure, but
by putting on actuasl demonsirations in several counties end our joint efiorts were crowmed
with success,

The State Library Commission was established by the legislature of 1899, its
appropriation begimning with January 1, 1900, Iliss Margaret J.Evans was the first chair-
man, Miss Countryman, secretary and Miss Clara Baldwin librerian, Under the guidance of
the Commission { later the Library Division ) the libraries of the state have consgtantly
increased in number and effectiveness, The Association is as strong as the libraries
which beloﬂg to ity and naturally prospered through added numwbers and enthusiasm, A new

epoch for the Association began in 1900,
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