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These memoirs were composed by Theophilus Russell Countryman, son eof

Levi Nelson Countryman and Alta Chamberlain Countryman, during the years

in their present state
1935-1942, being completed/when he was a man of 85 years.,
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He had a phenomenal memory...used to emjoy quoting statistics from

the Werld Almanac and when we looked up the facts for verification, he was
invariably cerrect, so I am convinced that tie facts and figures in tlese
memeirs are absolutely accurate !
As we found these memoirs the story is net complete. I do net believe
that any material has been misplaced or lest., It is my recollection that he
came ﬁpon a satchel full of letters from his wife and mother and Auynt Lizzie.,
There had been considerable conflict between these women and the revival
of tie old emotions seemed to disrupt his will to write. If any more of this
manuscript is ever found, as I sincerely wish could be the case, it will
be preserved and forwarded to be united with the manuscript herein,
Personally I knew very little of his mature life, except that he was a
mining engineer of censiderable ability. He worked on the first railmoad
ouilt across the Andes, and spent many years in So. Aperica. He alse werked
in Cripple Creek, Colorado-—in the gold mineg surveys, and on a drainage
project which made the continuance of geld mining possible. He was the
engineer for the old stene bridge acress the Mjssissippi, I belisve the
one which Gpeat Nerthern trains cress immediately before coming into the
Minneapolis station.
As an older man he lived alternately with his sisters, Lana Countryman

Conger (my mother). in Ontarie, Cglifornia and Gratia Countryman, in Mjnneapolis.
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Vihen Aunt Gratia came to Duluth to live with me, Uncle Theo went to the Walker 4 ?

Home and died there, at about age 92.

All of this is subject te correction and addition by his children, Russell ;
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Countryman of Oakland, California; Alta Countryman Blackburn, Los Angelps - ‘“;7%
W, "

and Ralph Cgthan, deceased. &7‘5 é% C\{ ﬁ | ‘ A ,f“l,, / (ALY &7,

Confstance Cenger Bufflngto ‘ April 35, 1968

e e e e e e
T e e Nt A



rr

1AL at Q aute /Zu |
/







: - 3 3 f . ¥ 3 s # . F a 4 F

'd ' 4
L] y / A 3
4 - . J 2 4
- - f ,l‘") P ' J ; # y g . / i /
! } -‘{ a‘h 5 ) f: e) # ’} g | / i . ) 4 ¥ ) .{/ _J'I' f’f / A 4 J/ !’.‘, F, /
- J 4 - . i \ L fi 4 Yy
s &
7 » [
N, s #* e / ‘ L / po “‘} ’ i
# r "’"\ 4 \_. # _-}"’, ' . (? ! L / ;, o 3"] { -
(1_‘ A l‘ b ‘ L ¥ i f S / A 4 lh.) A w'/ \&-. *j ]
; )
3 f'.) '
F & ‘
y # i g z
2 £ * J # P v \ # /"‘ 4
, l/ » g 7 “y 3 " 4 1} y I / B - r |  a y .
i f f f # # i I /
\ J & £ / - { i L - ’/ 4'“ A l/ ™y B (W
. 3 .
.'; f
¥ f__ L g { . il ’ i ¥ [ d 7 F
¥ ;
f / / 1 el
' N F -y } 4 If 7 . ‘ J) # ) p ! ;} ' 4 4 o, 4 o "3 . s F]
A i & / (/1 i A 4 " 4 ' (A LIT22S /77277 2.4 / .
“ i R i B ’ - . oo el S ol SR Al ;

’ 2 -
N4 v &' B8 _
4 ' ) -
’ / » # !
i F F 4 s, Fa o
‘/ A A Ty P » "4 / = /
; ’ o # 3 J
/ S [ ( (_.-‘-.. , 1 ’ F o 4
\
| %
L

%
-
£
r"
.
B
<
—
Ca
-

LS

o ¢
P vl '
' 4 ’ “ -
F ¥ ., b ' r o F ]
~ / s’ S 5 =L ) 4
(& B N .4/(~ CAd G i ; :

g ',-""_,'"
o WJI J
| ( 2 \/ ) / LT
| () N CotNap  J 28wt/ —
- ..‘.AI
: J/ F
-./Jr g g // / / ;
¢ i} K“' .‘ij,r ] ‘ 7 8 -3 - .f} ’ 2 / .I..‘ ” 4
d X o Pt WP 2 »d QA {/ LU/
4 * f)/ ;/ 7 : ;'I s / A
) af % r'y P e /JI f
] ' / ELE S = 1 / /) /) r/ / /7 4 ; Y / V4 .
/ g (& f'/(/ AL C»Z, L/ // AT AN LA
/ i ;
A5 /] 7 / / /
. 4 £ ] o, o I ,!! _‘} ’ = ,
YA =0 D By A / ' / S [ 3 g il
£y o B 7 14 {7 72 LT A e @ Ay r /,:’ T T / ¢ Bl A s 4 A
‘__,;.ei" /‘ { {/ "' r- ¢ 3 ’} L L» { { / F ; j (‘-} ?‘( , - (,—.‘ -— ( L’{ ! ;(" ((-‘} (?f : Z, f = f_, A ! ':; (’ {- f L ’
.‘ I"’. )4"‘ : ”
/ ’
{ f‘ ( i ; I‘-‘ )/ [ 7 = o i/ r .4, £ .' / % 3 J/' 4 y £ 5
l:..’ f { .I & f{{ ( p‘/ { Q { }f V;; ; \ ! r f { (_}( [T ' { / {r‘r_ -i_
)/ / _ -f'i,zj !.-"’{
/ o j ; / :f’ 7 7/ : y / ’iﬂ 4 l"l
ey, : Y& & e y /
/ I.I. P" F @ f ’ . - //f’ﬂ s S ‘j 2 i - Py 'IJ f 4‘ 1:;} IHIT ; ; ¥ 4 “ 1
(A LAS G LY ‘ DL KN LP | 2P AKX G AMARANALED /
g g -l wop. 398 "_I_ j‘ l’ ¥ u o ¢ £ { . _ﬂ/-'. : <
5 - gl ‘. oY 2 y ' 7 Y21 §FNirjif N r A ( ~1 f .‘, £ J 7 / v 27 2 0 S /
o ._-r. - i L 3 : 4 | : i F A A -"';. y / {n.-."..rl-,- {( d ! {sfr; /é‘if__.d'/i!y{-'. - A nert y i:' uat ‘t # { : i‘ - 4 }‘ :; ! 4 : - ‘_[r '; L ;{!‘ it : ! ‘i" 4 - \I » [. \
B Y 4 £ . J'/,-"J’ * ¥y ,f‘
- ,' "‘.- v $ ; - * .:'_ i i : - b e : P '
e P - - ' b A TEY, 4 Wad T I o2y b N 7 /4 . 2\ ) 9
LLLAC [t LAral LRt A Fotlbal fvg Hedl , L Day P
AR o AN | A . ' e - jf : : ¢ - / /-
1 o . J'/ !
v = ’, -
' f

| I W) 0 e ey S SR W G e Ve E—T TG P e T R T 13— YA P ey, YT AT Sy o SRSy~ S SY ITST T T 13RO 1S e YL W 0 vl b s s A A i Tt Yo T T £ T YT T ER £ T AT T




Breaa™, ¥

F
y ¥ 4 7 J
f // L

-

C\w"__,,

i'r‘:.'
- '3 J
:‘f '
DA LN
—

:‘,J“ { { ‘\—; g

vy

{




(SO, aeies

L \..‘ Cj'/&( (/ \,/..
/

/(u/( /{f,r/

e e ———— g R e T




/D 4/
Ca e

d T4 ctad omnl

77

F,

If .-I : - 'f J 4 ; . ) ‘_... . I.'

T O . ’ e R ot . ] W § r-“;—"(:,".vf (O W




r i

e










A A S i Bl . . e T S ot i i ke b




+

;,._--'/ i /!‘/L.

) AT
A/ (7 ¥}

-t S

2( C’iﬁf’-{

/ 4. ) S
/]
CLASI A

...i.!, {'1

Ce

i

/

4 ! S ol e
h._” £ o a » /
a7 AT SN e | > -4 d A
‘(‘; A g 5 7} ’{4" / = !r"
i L o L W ® (/ i
< f ','
/
.-",’

‘”H.‘kf A% /L /z CAAr

/

bt "};,,,_.-

e




/

—

] r )
v % ,t o=
[ ’Oé:‘—(tC 4[7( ;x {/.

@7/ alt ..(/‘,/,f,,fc.e. UULL

\

/o L
: ;_'. /"x,‘i‘ Z//\{,//Zp ; -

/ / .

/1,
AUy 20480752

A

-

/ /.1'} jl 4

AL ‘):J v (/OU 7 /U

4

J i ”" - "‘ B
. :\__,,{',,/ | ,/ {/ (
(” /{’ \’ ;" (LA 7 / /L(’ (

-

"
I W,
5

&y ; ‘
i 1E¥ L Mot 7
LOA AL A ¢ G

—— s P e e e




.~
>
&
o

¥
okt
-

f A
o>

/
4 T I G / -
'!.' H L. { 4
! v ) e ] /7
f‘r‘. o \
iy o
2 /7T (A
l/ C/ﬁ ( LI A v /
§

cardl Aol ot

i & 1 .
/ 1 e’

( ]

S W &
s MIlT A (/ , oy /
7

J
¢

_,r" {7

&F .. _tf
VAR A
/ T

4
y __ /
/ i g ‘ / s
Pl ,"":" ;,’I ;{/ E’ / .j ‘,i/-‘, ‘f ﬂ. / :)‘ ( "{/ 7

| . f /J s z“ Z/ ?;J
LERK. AN (E0UN / AOUA AL\

.

{/:?_ f i';) "i " f 4 :li_-i‘r_,,:' A;{/Z.-{.‘ ’{\}!./A / ;; { :.a‘ v

: ¥ / g
["__.r{ : ;f » / ‘;' /‘/ : /-’ / (, .
Aot ldloor Gatied, [y Jeotil

7/

r/ A
4 x I ] \
~ /) W gt
e ‘r C:Y( { . “""‘"J /

pr—y (4 / ot

o L : | A . / {

— 1 i!"f 2 "7 /;
- f’ s / 3 Mo ¥ e

=) 506, a LI f
/ FPslly S e o s :

/ ) /

/

li

S g e R i S o A s e e e —

¥ U=
- A y o } - 44 ey
NN df o2t ay WY

'}
'-! - '. f /‘_.\'i
y ‘/ o ‘x
.~'-"'/'
& .
' ’
A /7 :,’
&
o F s

e - P
4 '-._ N
(4 pv
) i
Fa

("_'

r 1"
/ A7
A €

“ B 4 | y pe f‘
A A AL AL L

______

’
4 A # #
;_"/ L ff’)‘ Al
/
L.
S
W, )./,' 1.
" 4 ‘_,-‘i ,
e -‘! F 4 rl"'\aq_,{':. &;
F
y Ny
F -4
PG 4 P
. (..-.rv . - §




A 11t A 144 7]
u/Q.\:,,/r (L /f ( f’i




QAL LA

& S / ,f‘l..l../ / ,J':’ -
v{\},((u‘;a"( LA (A ¢

L 7 L N




J

: Y, . .
/ SO/ E C /
WVl A A/ p { /-:D_..(’z,t{, /t/( ,;_-,/"' :__f(',

F
i
4

Z’ﬂ\// ( (/ ; ( L"‘Zﬂf‘,f’/ .»'(

V F i e - , " Sk 1/ ¥
( of LA (‘/‘ ///C / / (/f; // Y, (_{/ { Tl 1

v " J

. /
G
O N~ UL LR .




P

A J((f’ 'd / j”'
oA

(A Z e
Lol ad#ott
-/ [ " “/ { f
.«"/,"

e

A 4

4

¥

A

AL / a0 U

(




/
/
'/
o
4
n
_’
-
2
\ -
*
f 4
'
r |
! [ |
: ¥ £
% J‘ |
i
|
!
r"l .’ §
A
1 :
¥ :
§
a2 AN =9 |
4 ! i
£ . ¢
i
|

/]

'
e

4 - k= f Hs i : I I J ;
~ I} "-.‘ " : ‘-"‘Y 4 4 i { " Y . ’ » r







{
L ]
¥ ~
-~ =
7
- .
. A
.
"
. -
\ -
A . p
3 ' . ; \
. - ar -
i 4 3
. -
- ,
. < : 3
- .
—
L4
¥ “ -
- S - .
3 ™ £ .
1 " ~
.
-,
= 7
g -
- . . .
" ~. 7 - LA )
- “ -
= " - v
L . /“ o~ ™
\ N t -~
. .
" L}
. ' ~
-
b - . . -
o -
: L ~
’ it ¥ N
' . E
%
. -
5. \
- ) f.-....'....t' 2 - ,/.l
. " 3 ' -
r 3 . 7 2
L. -
- - . :
- )
N =
-~ - /Jf ;
- b e
P \ . - JA... * — %
. 3 = ;
-,
- . i
~, & . .
e F —_— ” -~ »
4 \ o «
e "
" \ ¥ 3
\ :
A -
!
) —~ \
J 1 \l\ . ‘
- [ | - > &
\ 5 A <
h \ :
b Ry, -
. \\- -
i - -
v
. ]
~— ~
-
%
%
i > H 1

1 . il
|
- - fr——
v ®
= :
F\ .
- ../ -
'r. - - N
- o< .
-
- p
-
- 5 "
Y -~ -
. :
N . ~ g N o
1 ' L ¢ - -, . k
N N ! y
< R}
\ 7 . 2 - - »
t
- . :
1 -~ -
& 1 3 - #
. e . - . Ny
L 4 —— ’
% g
! 8 J
\ ) i
y - - 2 ~r
o " o e 2, 9
~, >
. 4 ‘-~ »
- o - L 3
'1/. .\
e A J - ~ ]

( /

—~— 2 2]
o k- }
- g i
: ~
> J 3
] i :
-
g -
. ~—
" - ¥
o ~
- b ¥ x " % .
W 'y s . - ~
- p i
. : » - . - g
-~ : - 3 o -~
» e ~ 2 -
h g

Pyl A, J
i b = -y P’ ES 1
‘ / .I_r. . ’ . Ty . g
1 . — L . ‘4
! - . u b . i L
: § o ~ he <"
N , .

b 25
o Wi o L ~)
e e i N J o
" ¥ P P . L St
) 8
4 [
A 4 k =
\ } - - ’
b ; ; - :
J g / F oy <
5 4 ‘ﬁ r’...\ *
5 .
o i :
§
\ Y e
- x rd R 3 = .
- e -
" !
“ - 7 ) o
- . .f.lrl._
N ~ .
o e W b | = %
- .Iy.u.f . n.
] e j
-..l.r \ h
n ~ W
- .
’ -
" >
- '
.
. & -
1 »
- N

-
- ’,
'
-
LS
}
i
4 '
- ¥ ~, =
; N &
- L E
4 bt 3 )
- ’ w
. A,
“ iy,
~ N =
- -
", -
v - < .
e - >
T LS
-, .
- -
- 0
Y
-
My - 3
’ - ;
- -t
- -
o - " ;
- . - 1 "
S 3 . . T 4
bl
e — r.a
il - B Y y -
(l\-’lu —_ o 2 %
W - ,. s
-~ ~
- o,
Beirepe’ - »' i
! - -
b -
b N Y Ty, ;
- b ¥ L "
- - 5
“ " - 2 ..
-
- e ‘
%\ N
& 4 A | . o
b & - -
- ~
PN ) ;-
.!-) - 'Y T
! ~ - N

.,

e .
h b
- e -
3 A
- .
% " <
—
T %
Im, 2 g
- -
- -
oy o, 3
» s
b w
-
-
e
> ’
.

oy o e g T



J
j
!
& I
f ]
- - — I
# A o
: ! £ 3
’ i ' F3 L
j s
L]
2 d 4 L] F j
s J F
- ¥ f d‘
e 3 ) B
L -
i / 4 - -l ] y »
g g j r ) / ’ F /
‘ . A J 4 Y
L i ; 4
- ) p g i
L]
- y o i
[ \
4 7 -
] / . J
.f
f
f 4 F
A 3 4 } > ; F 4 P -~ F , " N,
4 { v‘\ y (1 / i ' - §
1 4 i
3
" 5 =
\ bk k: A “ )
' \ \ L y .) /, ’ -\ 7 ," . ‘
3 ’ f g ¥ ' 4T . { 4 / £ J
" J \ N X ] o 1 1
2 o’ - \ F b
P F y
" 7 A ? )
4 "/
: / ..t \ /
- ¥ 4
" - ; ’ ) ? Vi ". 7y = {- :} 4 ) A ._
of 3
A - 4 {. L ¥ " s i "» . .
. { 3
1‘; F
/ / . Vi / ®
> : 7
- 3 ¢ - F " ] .\._ [ - i ”
3" 3 4 B T il f / e 4 /.f'i IAI e /] 2 0 4 7 pr & . y
] L \ e - 9 (7 L P N - { - :
-t F >
}f
_."- s
| I‘I V) - ! ’
’ Fi f gt
iy » P . S /

F F -’ - = # - S ol N f :
i o —7 A P /7 27 ) A f / 7 /7 /S f { s
4 s Nt ,f & { e LA 'r/, LA ( LAl - L (L { A ( ) L AT 5
f o 1 ,
{ 1 3 \ i
3 ’ . 3 . _;_,/ ) // il 7

4 ( 3 /
. >
Sy AE o bk , i,
. | 1O rLp 20 pA f T é,// 2AFLI2 T PN T 7 M e 7 (]
1 A A A A A (,-‘{ / \/‘ { N { (- 7 { . ' (- i (
, 0 s :

a | P j ; f | .
2 y yo A 5 ‘(_,:", y rz;_/’_, ‘/’J-_. f(/. / J/_ ’ P “.’t’{,_-" : TAgS: S " , 4 p }' ..- v oA P2 r y : /
§ ‘ ) " { I ray. )'_, {/ y / / f. § 7 & { " { f g A / y ' i Lo
[ £} ) QRS GRS L /) Sl AN O AL A LA /

4 B /

L Y 3 ¥ / /
f // 4 rF ¥ & 7 ) // ’Jf
il ' " —— '_ TR : ;
R ; : 7 LA / p
{ (A (/¢ ooy
4
” ’ )l ¥
.. 4
." ,"I
A 7
- - )
o ’ -ty : Py
o~ i f P -~ v
- I‘- - y F .lIJI
L o
7,
L
I
f ' o
s /
4 ¢ y - ¥
s WA Vo /4
# 4 = ¢ & £
F i 5
/ I
f A
v s
v 77
J:( » 2 ;.'.-‘ -
- 4 , 5 e o - ! i P ,'I
a"'ll*r B o J‘l 4
\ ] {( (L # L i b

-







=
=
-
1
“
i
~ -
.
- \
-
- .
- . -~
S - 1....—
~
< 4
/
tlr -
C
l‘r( 1
o
-~ =,
4 H

- N X »

——” y
b '
3 - X %
§
— N,
= : - -
- : - e
- -
\ -
- =
-
. .o(.r.a. o ..r,r“
. 2 Ty 4
7 - 1
- r o "
N 3,
- - ' ™
- .Y
» vt
e
. ! et
- .
-

- “
L e
, - g
= b 4 b - Vv
N e
. i ™ a—
. .
< -
5 3 o o
. St 5
> T
-
- o
- 5
<N
¥ -
. %
-
-
\
- * -

. .
. 1 .
- .r.-
- aj- -
t./ - Se— -
NN % -
“J)
~~ - -
. 7
- . - & !
. -
“ ) - 3
A N 5
. ~
- :.,.ar “
) K %
f!!‘io
- s “ LR
e . -
e ) i e . _J
5 8 %
- E - /
. - v b S § s ™
\ : o
" b Y = - X
: ~
4 ’ ) e
- -~ 3 \l/ ] 4 3
- - 5 \ - ~u
x > iy i
b o N, - 1 . J/.lk —
: ¢ A 3 =
Y . - - }
. LY
f‘ L : - {,..// g - 1{.\ =
. - e -, ®
) Ny ™ ) NG .
" T " > b,
-, . - = b e o
.:o.!._. 3 N ., | % b )._...w-.
- - Y ] - . e
- 2 51 ! E Ny fac L
. i - - N & - 11 Sy
- - 3 - a3 _ 4 O~ 1 b Yoy
- ¥ - i T, , ). Y
. . " 4 .,
o - . - N MR N . A
- - o e g — "y 3 J - b
5 v b F - S o
- T — .
“ ¥ ) o Jm -.:/wn. .~ )
. : * - 3 il
n ..fa.(...fu ] !/.f;w oy
. h -
. : Ay s :
; » " ; DS
- 3 - L -
- » S _.....J 1 .
e ~ . 7 : \
- e . |
- A & o
. 3 o= 3 ...-.lfn.. o - e 5
" I‘- 4 . gt L1
% \ B R » b \/
- ~ o t = ~,, 7 o
“ ¥ e . W
& b -~ - . N ) o b
. - r oy |3 o %
. Pl vt b ~ . . - - J -
Ty - . T, o e, VR . s,
N % - - . . J ¥ N
. 4 1 o Rt
. -~ \ » ]
A a - o S 4 \ 1 % *
— . \ - J -
- ¢ - / f/ll. ' §
4 e -
- ....f -)J lrff -
-~ " ) ~
. ..4.., -~
—~ - 4 - .
- ’-.l.l.‘.l\ LN
- C i, - " ¥ P
< L . ...f.r {
- " - ~ - b .
. . b Mg T
4 \ -
. 1 - " :
- S ' . ——® iy
e i O W o)
z . / .rb. "~ _ ~
. Vet \ -
{ - & 1 LS / l.a.;.,
. . % e . // 3
& ! - - G |
P - L N
s ey ~ 1
- j - ,,;.1 ..J .,
- oy <
. 15 - i -~ o Moiar”
- . i " -,
-, - . Wy >
e 4 « £ X I N 3 '
e $ . ¢ . e Y 3 S | LW
- ! a I - N e | w 9
. ) = 1-....-.. \
# - " 3 o Pl
’ —~—d : 0
o . Eos “~ 3 e S h .y . L%
, i ; "y { oAl AN
N ¥ L ¥ # .f..\u i 2 . l. e . V ~
- - \ -
\ - - n .
b O -, . b - a g™ 3y i -
X A\
- - " U . Y e
3 y % " l,..\f b ) -l .
by .o [ o » F o b & : R
_ ¥ TN SN
.. - , % - /3 F o ¥
. . . . ¥ - T
. J
. -, ;. i N
. My -~ 1 .
o_ﬂ..
" - F
- i S_— > £ . .
- - = -../. . f_
- N A b
w St -l %
i ./w .
¥ ~Ey — ~, =i
! e Tt
& - -
t .
o N kT e -
1 ,./. .,/.,... -, e
. > - e, . .-
~ e » n § = J..l i
fJ..4 -.\t ..-..
— -
-
. -~
. 3 -
L A b !
< - ® - - -
- - & o . J
* L4 .o
. F
}-
» ..
* .






/ A
...._r/'/ /

/

, // : / ) ___f/’ ) ‘ .I /
£ AN Q/L{% Ll eeLelal

r 4 77 )

{;* - Vi'g /
Fwa QA2 UL

i







i
- i 4
o .
-~ ..o
%
- - § rl/{ .
S A N -
-, -
-
-t §
o )
o
- &
w e e
- y
¥ B - *
Y
/ )
P i
L ]
- ¥
-
S ~ “agd
T BT o —
by - Y

& s R
% -4.1
¥ \ - -
o
» - 1t
it
- .
- ..
= s
- e, -
% U -
) "
T N BN
- . ~
‘_-rl-v y
- ']
- "
avll -
S S L
y P .w-#.-lm
Mo b W Y

g rmall .’..,un
-

- -n. 4

- -

¥
\a?
3

EN . T
Y b |
o~ e .
»! " - -
T SN

e ’.-—.
. \
- .
- \\.
®a ot 5 o
B -
vt
T - L

.
-
N
. b
>
-, _-4..
L - k’.- »
- -
b e afr...
- 3
Y o
2 ; .
-~ .
- t




~~
o
A
L ]
5
~ \J
o
.
\
~
o \
, P y
™
-
T
e ™
-
-
X
\ —~
oy
L~
1
.
"
M
T
t .
-
d

e







P
F 4
- y
] i
i
!
i
- )
| - F 4
e 4 of - 4
(". o
L] ¥
']
"
' 4
. ’
s
a ’ 4
M L}
{ "
]
’
’ '
J
F, [} ~ A &
" J
i
]
. g
\ s
'
4
i
. ¢
/ r i
A ' " p / /
V4 | » ] ’/ iy o 4
4 1 ’
3 . 1 2 {‘_ f\ ? % « P '
= !
4 y
- P
1 /
i :’ [} -’.,f. 4
f Ap ’
S = / / 7
; ”~ /
i y SR & . ey ".r 215 4 A 74
'y, iR, - : Y 4 /)77 / 7/
L k L -’/Z/j{ "/ ( f: ! ;
.
"

A ’
,‘ - V4 Y _
; — " A 4 A | . / e ,"/ .
2'I.r /‘.'_///J e / r-(/f: "‘;/; / r .’ % } / 4 g 3
A { o & * : / i L (| { o~ \ / o '.-‘; g i i Fa
F 4
’ / ' \ / / \ i 7 4 / s . -
} t ,'6 / P ‘- .// U i :
F. — y f { 1 { ¢ ’,' " 2 .
. _'d § } f‘ ‘¢/ ;} ‘a ,"/l ‘}' ! S / 4 f) ,/ A | . / J y
- ",_ { ¥ A " o’ L 4 ! .‘/ [ s J { v N I i 1
1 A /
" - » l'. ) 4 b s 4 -.
'.(l I _’ - £ Y A £ } I . ‘
F 4 g ’ f ' { 4 ’ Q e _f F { { i i
L 4 / [ i \ s i ™ ol . A\ 1
A e 4
2 ; / 7 / < . /
4 /"’ ." e o
’ i 2 ; «F Yot / : -
- [ - 7 7P g 7 / 3 ; P - VA ~¢0‘" ! } A it } / 7 }{ )} 4 H‘," P j
' G & b { s { ¥ ol e { / [ 7 { /
i N 7. s Bt - \ :
. - ."_
§ F . ¢
- & J %\ ;
] F = f { 1
: v / 4 | o i 54 Y
/ J Y \.J
-« : \-:f ._J : - /' ? . A / - A J
P i T AL VALY ,2(/ / "1 eV (. G2t A f
/ : 17 i / - ..-” /L. { F ' 8 ‘// .—‘;'h/ <_, \ _‘.{ y, ¢ ”‘ . «,.'L( .,/ L { A A ¢ - K IJ” 3- ‘»
. : / : .' Ay _
/ / /
r /" / " g _.'
/ ; / )/} / ( / / -l ;/’
, . / / :
i f 7} 3 ” { / 215 1l f‘{ / 4 / ] /‘ A &, / i ) .J;/. o I D’ {7 1'" =
; Vi ‘ ; y - A /] / / [ 2 { Y / ", { /A.,A)’ VA / X f/ -’ R { A7 v
N A \ F 4 et f g L { 1 M\ : X ! ;«"v W \ PN ” i ( P8 N e o V
r F 4
J 7
/ 4 74 /
A \ / / /
( /7
/ Ry 4 ¢
/ g | ¥/ 4 f 4
y . Y

r | — £
F, Y o ./_ ,/ l
’ . J M e N { L | Sl ¥
. 4 X
J f_: ’!'.’. J ’
i) ; /,r / .,..
« // [~ \ , )

T 4 / > 'ffll -~ .} /:, . "! } 7} ' f/ / ’ F 4

A ' _'F rd / i A rJ ,"‘f 8 y o 28 . r 4 f

g /A / (/s /{’) / /i K AL, i y 7 . ,
// 3

/ / /) Vi
/ : e I.’f__ }f:'j ': ,"f /
_ / A 7 IR A A :
LA i L (. ( 5-1-'5" (< el & 1

7 A
S /) " / [ 7
3 Fi 4 P / / e ff | { +f
£ K - | 3 T L= j
’ L5, /3
/]
/

/ // / )1
’/, 4 i F ,ﬂ' & i 8 A B \..—'J &
L { 4 1 v { LtF _',- ;

f(‘; { /
IR * .
Wi 3 3 . i f
" L { N B Y
. /;,,,’} 6{/(( AL 414 ’\//5 :
F. 4 He t\,li P L . bl b y J /
L ] /.
' § 4 ;,-"-,-‘)
‘k "._. \
7 o
-
| ~

’
Ny
.
4
7
. s
. J

¥
,‘,
4
.
}
/



’
r‘; /
¥,
¥
&
.-“ P,
—
i

N

/
.-/.
P 4 4
!

{
&
F
f
F 4
¥ /
i
[ 1
¥ *
]
' ‘
»
[ Y B ;
§ i
.
/)
-y
.
2
f
,I
"~

-‘"\I

i

-,-r"( o

. }
'.‘
# .,1 r. !
/
/ :
4
s ) / 5 i
( i - 5 ‘J‘
» 7
; F/ J ’ '(
(-
Van /S
4 k { /1 / d

j "-} / \ ;-' k _.;,' iR, A 4 'F/ : / 2
t‘, 4 L / / ( (S .1". ¢ { 1/ ‘_-' ,, ( / - ‘/‘
e A . s [ g | i e, T

1

444 (' LA U y C?

W, /
M A VI ENF ¥
7 -"{/ QLA ALK
- - - f’ I;.
i ( 0\

"’

7

r /
F
\
1
]
#
&

-
/
]
(: I} 4
’
4
¢ ¢
.{.
[
[}
y
L}
s
/
¥ ’
74
/
V.
s
./
/ 4
!
A
}

A F -
i
LA

.--/I
o

7
*.', ,r-"f (e
- A
-t |

N\
\
']
/
S







e

' 4

-
.
i
o ..
y 4
|k
-

[ ]
.
A
/
1
“
5

3 f
. »
5 /_ oy r .'j
4 4 ,‘ ;
) #
{
gl '
Iy ;. / 4 _.1 2 g ]
- ","" =
—t '
) /
- . -
; 2 - "
o y x
L ) L
v
5 L
“Ap P}
4 PR 4 1
[ L \ \
-, ; y
4 » e o ] :""‘ 74
. . .(“ y, L "_"_ r 4
)
f' /
F s e
"
/ f (/“ ‘
.. x “ i' ‘I' .‘
ANy KBV,
’ /
F 1/ ;
At pilm - LA
f £ 4r ( J {
{ [ 08 TAL L.r"-.
# X
p t ] ! :' ('
J r’,'
[ 3, L. 1
4 ; /] rr
.'{ " I'Ir'
" £
ol
," g ey {
/7
LT s S .
¢ i ’_._r
Lo
P |
_‘ - LVeF)
V.
r'j
. IS i,
27T - g
. 4 i L .
el P 8 '

-

A
r"
72
’
4 -
y J
¥ “_-‘
& -

'’
o *
[ 4 :
i}
¥ e
#
»
L
> 4 7 )
B
f » r £
4 \
- macnaes

\
/
« ¥

’
|
_)‘
o 2 .
I 4
" 1
Lty
\ A
f y 7 x
]
: ;
AL )
L
{
-i b
.
f 3
{ 5

¢ : B
1
»
P ) ot
F '
1
& §
[
<
5

/
F
L)
Lol R
L N
g B
"
e
' 4
ol o

"
S
™
J. &
L
i
A |

-

¥
>
.
-
)
¥
rF.
J 2
L
i
i
i

[ ]
|
»
;
/

£
F
4
rs
I
¥ pe

Viask

1
.
a )
"
(
||
".I

J s
Iy
»
f
/

1
.
' 4
7
. A
)
¥,
)
’ [}
»2 A

' 4
V4
{
#

F ]
I ]
:
\
LY
A
}
J
]
" |
!
& 4
F,

<

-







r

-

v [

T S P GRS W £, S RN T T . o= R T T e S S K = SR e













- E | EE e = e

- i I 2 RIS e > ._._%_v._,_,.ﬂﬂ-.ﬁ".._,,._..,,.__.__,,_.,.,,._T,_,....,..,.__.,._.,..,.___ Sk
N\W
»
» - -~
»
i v’
J
{
4
J f y
(8 o ',
"f ‘;
“ P 7 £
4 J

-
~

L
[
'
- {
. 1 L J \
! J Il'- . | 5 }" 7 (,.‘ -
4 r J y f ¢ ; f
i ® W i \ |‘ | L
r 2 g
# ¥
J
// 4 (_-J
¢ ) (s 0
} 3 ot 5 ‘f
; v 2 A .f' r . J \ ) ’{; ' X
) . { ’ " L . i
- ’ 2 F
. ; o ]
/ y {
/ r 2
f F ) 2 "( i
- gl
’ 3 ‘ ' o TR ' B 4 ) L I I » " | 4
o i 4 / 2 4 § j s
: &\ A i = { ! v
- f i i 5 ] ra. i L %

.

“- £ !
- i F 1L ; o /,
. - }f \
'
] " ' 4 .
2 A ' : # pr
; 4 : "l '_1 j' P g -‘l I‘ '. 4 { J v
o~ 1 v s &
- &
- - . '3 "f ".'
/
& 4 F ] ]
4 r g /
/ £ S/
)’ f f 4 F 'l ’ j 7 -
# /!/ ¥ £ J 22 ‘f / g ‘} ] : /l, ;
. # 4 P / Y - . #
/ B a4 Y i Al b4/l /A LA 5 B N P 4 \:J ¥ { /) {4 { A a’.","/" ) { 3
CAALTCL A LA HAACAALCL CLt{ A etV LIS p /
A ] r




v - =
1 ” .
/
L
o o L) ! A ’ r -t >
A 7 /
b s e
r . . #
LY ?‘ f : o " S
f ~ 4 - y
L W L .l-\
L) 4 \ i
o~ b4
3 Y f
* J ’ y 4 f ] " o
/ ( ) - . v, ’ ) ') ) .
‘.&"‘--u.. -~ ! ¥ J / ! \-' o [ L pet [
. f
//
/
. A Ve
y) q / _
i P ol ' (" 4 - -
! N £ i ’ 3 9 a"l / » Fa' - F A g
' 4 f J A A {
J 7/ } # {
\\/ : L i \J
'
»
F # = — ¥
A
\ f ] - " LY f i
v .-'/ ,"‘ ’ t " ' ! 4 y F s
s -~ =1 / i £ kN / f £ e i
/‘.' I's - b . r
.
X ; : ;
P ey -y AL e : , NN i
£ / { . i X " i 1 4
! ’
7 p 7 i A 3 ) p 7 ) # / 4 / ' i 3
”~7 4 F 4 g J F / s g S / ’/ f
' / ‘ - ¥ f J y 4 F { / 5 !
IS vl # f [ ]
4
/ . f,
- /’- . / 3 o '/ 7 /
m i ’ 7 p > - - L ./ . 3 4 - 4 e # ,
f 4 i /_7/ l’ { ey / ;If»‘ O\ L L oy / / (f/’ ; / / = ; J
F . i P € e LAAS N \ (-1 !’/ ‘ L 1 ) y / 4
/4- J /‘.'.
| , ] / !
_) # ;\ / 4
" A g / e = e
e J
s - - 4 ' \ r M
’ 2 F ~ ) ) ' i / # . 4 7, |
A D 4 7 f / A i 4 . ’
. P (. . o ¢
4 1 ('__.' 4 CF £ { \ = 4l { /', 4 4 V4 { F
"‘ N
[ J ) /
4 /'.l / ! ] r g ®
L ,’. o ) J / 4 =,
/ r 4 r 2 g J i / w ) F L W4 ) f
/ J v ' F » - J = t S # -
# & - P 4 F . - / r J 4
L / / f/ { { i~ { VA / / f ; { . : \._ LA+ 4 / e
* s ~ t - / \ f i L & | f i / ——
4 oF |
/ f
f 3
. ¥ / / r ; r‘)
¥ A a / J/ P w . i
J / F o - ‘ vl
-; ; "4 A } :’ B g . p
N £ 2 N P 4 - o} SN A D ' ; AW TS W, 2
/ Fay R { : ‘ L g LU F { \ N J LA { J f
f | 1 \ -t i~ - L ’ ¢ v ) e N
a’: f / o ., .J/i
¥ f . 4 K,
y J J 4
'.‘/' ,.,‘., f e W o4 j o, /\ y / .f M & A
i 4 1/ 7 LA LE Yo &\ / 777 ? / 7% {1 i
y X L _)i' Ca -y / e =4 o b } 1 é A & s W AL
" manate /
f f
o .
4 "
. 7 ’ .
r i y f A F
L ." v J Ve J i - y
. b { ‘ #
§ ry 'l ’ F] & F- 3 i '
- J A ] / ‘f £ I 8~ fa 1 . _Jf -~ 7 haih S ' 4 Vs ' ; {
{ ; v .-~( il - - 5 ! L e () 1 (7 L 7 - £
/ “J'
g
¢ / 4 ’
f ”.r’ ’t / P / r /i / .
o ," i
ya' J ' 4 5 f/ F -~ s
> ¥ # 2 i f | "B F 4 ]
A et10 ¢ Lot ) Qb | ved featir v ,
; .I\ A (= o , . i g | - - o b 'y
| / \\‘
§ ¥ :
/ ' ) - J
o ] . A \ 1 - Py
~ Y . /' J rr
'.,' 4 Ay - & F 4 ) :
S/ / / ) . b . / {77 s f«, » / 4 P) A /o 4 } ; } .
I AL f L (R ¥ ' { ; ¢ | ‘ ’
o HURT ANALG U AL Ll /1
L ; P
F ' §
/ y
; - "r f
/ £ ,'
/ "
/‘ f f s #
Pl ) | ) 'l Y / 4 o : [
# P E ' 4 .".‘ ‘-’ g 3 -" * | ¥ ' 4 "l' A L | ;"',if i } ¢ F 4 "5-' ! F. i r 7 E i
i ol # y t i ot 1 r P &
e ,/ AL g o ( £ SR \ X i 'y ,
F
4 ,
% 8 " Az |
. ! ! F ; J} 4 J i P+ f 4 .
 ; / Y - ) o
F, y 4 v L - J /4 ¢ : #7 )
/ 4 3 i y 4 y) \
// Ao [ A o e .4 e By /1)
i) L f [ | i 4 £ L1 Lot { | i
H \ 7. - b ¥
A\ .
A A , f
A / e 3 W/
L F- _.{_' } # ' & 4 " 2% e .’f A A 4 F
f / / - a ’ . 2 J o B ’ i 4
22 1 i ;; P f’l,ﬂ £ 7. ,[ { § . ;i 7 { / r’ LA { j ; - ¢ ' ]
v LE.T V4 L/ L/ L (£ LLa™ £ \ {
4 - B
f F 4 A . . .f' }
1] F, et . e
4 a / p F 3 P, 4 r 4
¥ / I b | S £ 2 1 i 4 / f 4 F & ¥ #
’ , 4 ? : f - i
{ . P J & ; g 4 ; 4 '\ AT ! L B 4 ¢ (
J I b L 5 - . L . 1 f .
\ T " }‘ - i k‘ A ' - i ‘ ‘/ o . .
: LA N\
Y

s | g o e S W v







T T A T S S

= s crpr

Thase uemolr.: were compossd Ly iheophilus lussell Countrywan, son of

TS

Levi lgluon Lountryman and Alta Chaubsrlain vounbryaan, during the years
in their present state
1735=19L2, weing coaplated/wisn he was a zan of 05 ysars.

| e—

iie had a phencmenal mery.e.sused to snjoy quotink statistics frem

AL T i A T | e g

U Vorld Almanac and whon we lcoked up the facts for verification, he was

invariably correct, so I aa convinced that t.o facts and figures in tress

wsnell's are absolutely accurate ]

A8 Wo lound these memolrs the story is not completa. I dec not belicve
aal iy waterial has been misplaced or lost. it is Ky recollecticn that he

Caus upon a sabchal full of letters from his wife and mother and Aynt Lizzis,

lhers had Deen considsradbls conflioct batween theses women and the revival

of ¢.sz old emoticns scewed to cisrupt his will to writa. If any wcrm of this

Wanuscripsv is ever found, as I sincerecly wisa could be the casa, 1t will

oe preserved and forwarded to be united withh the nanuscript hexein,
i'arsonally I kaew very little of his zaturc life, axcept tkat he was a

wining enginser of considerable aoility. Ha worked sn tha firast railzoazd

Gullt across the Andes, and zpont WANy years i oe Apmerica. He also weorked

i Lpipple Croek, Coloradoe=in the gold muinegd surveys, «nd on a drainags

ph:;jact waich mads the continuance of gold winin; possibls. ks was the

englineer for the old steone bridgs across bthe Miosdeaippl, I bLalieve tha

Giie viiich Gpeat Nerthern trains cross lanedlately bafors ceming into the

sjonoapelis station,

A8 an oldsr man he lived altarnately with his sistars, Lana Counbryman
» o

Conger (my wother) in Ontario, Cplifornia and Graiig Vountrywan, ia lijnneapolis.
vhen Aunt Gratia came tu Uulubth So Live wizh ae, Uncle Thao went 4o ths ‘b’i'alkar
owe and disd ther=, at avout Age 92

ALl of this i3 subject o corrsction and addition Oy his children, lussell
Lountiysan of Oakland, California; Alta Csunbryman dlackburn, Los Angeleos;

and lalpa Countryman, dsceased.

gggfaﬁ'tg:g:pgg:&ars Puffingten, . - April 15, 1966




SIEEDIRS OF Telte COURTRYVAN

Vell, here I an, a broken down retired mining and civil enginesr, 85 yocars of
age, and not much good for any kind of work. Ly sioter (Gratia has sugpested that I
vwrite ny momolrs, or porhaps auto-blography would be the proper word. I have never
kept a diary for very long and have no other records at hande. kKust depend on my
mexory for everything I write. Am not a litai'ary man. bave never written anything,
oul engineering, wining, and geologlcal reports, and a few technical articles for
technical journals.

liow ghall I bag;in? Perhaps with a few lines abcut wy ancesiry and parentage.
iy paternal ancestor, Conrad Countryman, came to America from Cemmany about 1720
and setlled in liow York near Albany. lie was iy father's greategrandfather. y
fatlior wag born near lLarargeville, 5S¢e. Lawrence County, New York, July 11, 13932
Ly nother's ancestors( Chamberlains) came probably from Englmd, about 1680 and

soltled in Connecticute iy mother was born near liamilton, Onio, on ebe Ly 1833,

I Dolieve that all my ancestors cawe to America during "Colonial * uma;

ay father and mother met and were warried at liartsville, Ipdiana in larch 1851.
Their oldest child (Asplius) was born thero Octe 1854. They came to ilinunesota (then
a territory) in the suamer of 1055, and settled on a homestead of 80 acres, about
i miles west of tihoe town of Haatings, aml there in a little pioncer's cabin, I was
born June 11, 1857. I think that all of my father's brothers and sisters caze to
iinnesota at about that same time or ghiortly after, and settlsd near each othor. It
was called the OSpring Lake township, Dikota county. The toﬁn of "dnninger" on the

l4egdesippd iiver was about 2 miles to the north.

I think two years after I was born fathor built a larger and more comfortable houss
on his land and that is the first hcwe I romember. It was a 1} stoty fraze with
taree rooms tolow and 1 large room upstairs, and was finished in April 1059. Also
a lean o kitchen and woodshed used in the summertinmoe. It would be considered a

vory modest Lowo at the present time, out we '\mm quite comfortable. Ve lived




there until we moved to the town of Hastings in 1800.

i A o £ A N B o e o N i b il

And now a3 to my very earliost recolleoctions. A8 to those persons who disappeared,

or passed away during my childhood dayse I have a very dim recolleciion cfl my uncls

L e Lt e it el 0 ot s s i,

loyal (Chamberlain, .other's oldest Lrother) who died iopte 20, 1060s 1 have a very
distinct recollection of my grandfathor (my father's father), Uzniel Countryman. iio
lived with his sons and daughters' fauilies during the last few years of his life and
I know ho was with us for several months ons time andd visiled us oftens 4 think he
died in 1063, 1 remember going to his funeral at Aunt Lana'e home. Of course, 1
rocesbar many other porsons of those dayes that I frequently saw during ﬁollawing_ yeaxse
The sunner of 1861 was a very oxciting one in that neighboriicods The civil war
had broken out and many of tho young men had enlisteds bBafore going to tie I{ront
they would usually call on thoir relatives, friends and swoethearts. I can remeuber
that many of them camo to our howe that summer and the following year, to say good=bYe
iy uncls Octavus eniisted in the latter part of 1062 and before going south

to join his regimont ho came home on & short furloughe I had on his blue uniforu

with shiny brass bultons all over it, also & gun with a bgyonet. hat an excitdng
spectcale to a small boye lio wondor I rewmember ite And I frequently saw soldiers
in full uniform during the followin; years. it was a patyriotic localily, and most
of the able bodied young men enlisted before the war was overs. iy older orotlior and
I wore togetheraulmost constantly. tie slept together, played togother, got into
mischief together, and frequently got licked togchher. The nearest neiphvor with
childron was llugh loore who lived about & mile away. o sonotimes went there and |
played with [lilton and Cgrolino iHoore. Uncle Feter and Uncle benry lived woro than
a mile wvay, by the road, but we froquently went to vis.t them especially in tho
sunmortimes. Always barefooted for L or 5 months of Ui years

llad numorous cousins of about our own ags. Othor near neighbors witn children
wore Tom litches, lieuben Knapps, and Jam Truax. Uncle Jen Truas, sunt Lena, Aunt
ilartha, and Uncle John were the mearest neighbors about 4 mile away. Vo wers

frequontly sent thoro on errands, tuking a ahiort cub across Uncle san'e pasture

TR R e TR [ S P TR § (5 OSSR 1 Gy R —,




Je
whore he kopt his cowg and a flock of shwocope Thore was a belligerent old raa in
that flock of sheep, and we always kept our eyes opon axxi gave him a wide berth.
Ly Aunt Lizzie (mother's younger sister) was a member of our faudly as lon; back
ag 1 can ressaber, and 1 think she came to linnosota with fathor and mothor. Sheo

constantly -
helped mitik mother/with tho housowork and the care of us youngsters. She loved us
and was kini to us oven if sghe did frequantly scold us. She always socmoed to wo
wore like an oldar sister than an aunt.
sy the tims I was old enocugh to know anything about it, father had his U0 acros
all under eultivatiocn. liad broken up the original sod with a yoke of oxen. I roemozber
them well., 1ig strong slow moving animals named buck and Drights Of coursc, he
had considerable helpe Uncle John, his oldest brother, spent about half his tine v:ith
use Ilie was ruptured and unable to do any very hard work, but could plow, drive reapor,
work in the garden and do chores. Anothar man, John long, worked for father, much
of his time during 2 or 3 years before the ware I can just member him. e enlisted
in ths 1lst liinn, regiment and served with it until tho battle of Ggliysburg, wiere |
he had a leg shot off,
Father finally bought a teaa of horses Larch 1862, large, gentle, sorrel animals

called Ton and Jerry. Iy brother and i, soon learned to ride them, barebacik, of

courso. 0 had 2 or 3 cows that grazed on the open prairie across thoe road and it

wag ocne of our jobs to hunt thom up and drive thea home at night. Ve also kept
several pige and lots of ¢ ickense Always had a good garden, and in the fall fatiier
would nearly fill up the cellar under the house with potatoes, turnips, bcots, on.i.bn:s,
cabbage, etce. and genorally a small barrel of sauerkraute Ve always had plenty of
good substantial foode kother was a geod cook and seldom gpoiled anything.

I can recollect many incidents of thoss days, but can't give exact dates. 1 began
going to my {irst school one summer., I tidnk ih 1003. The sechool house was away up
on the -¢te Paul road ncarly 2 miles from where we lived. liisu Korrow was the teacher,
fairly well educated for thoso days. A slender, angular woman aboub 30.;."boarded
arcund" with hsr pupils families, generally a week or two at eac}'; place. ihe was an
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lie
irascible, gulcketenpered toucher and Lelieved in corporal punishment. I had learned
the al habat and a Jew elapie worde of one syllable, and carried a2 little oldd
tatbored pricer, whicn had georvod ny brotiier bLoiore me, my only booke ilo kindergartcns
in those days. There must have been 30 to L0 children in that school,soveral of thea
ne older than l. About a doz. {auiliss were representod.

That sana suwer a little brother was born in our fasily. le was nuamed kelville.
A Wrdizht, healwy baby dosply loved by all of use The following winter{1363=Gh)
father taught schiocl, a few montns in the little old church near incle Lan's house.
Azpy and 1 both went, somelluss wading in snow nearly up to our neckes In places
ths snow had drifted along the fencea as high ag ths fence, and packed so hard we could
wallk on ite On Zaturdays faither and Uncle John would go down to the iios. Fiver
ottong," and chop down trees for firvewcods The "bottoms" were coverad with hoavy
nargwood timber of all kinds, and the nearby farsers would cut and haul out H.eir
yoearg sunply in the wintar tdiw,.

Cme day in sumner of 1004, 1 think, Orlando Chacborlain and his entire facily
caze 1o sae us. lie was mother's cousin and lived on a fana about © miles to the
gouth near Vermmillion River. Fghter had we? him in Hastings a short time before
and discoverad the relation. Hes t0lid them scomtiiing surprising about our grandfather
Chanbsrlaine 7The tro fazilies becams quite inticate and vigited eacl other ofton.

i went 0 echeol again for a Rhor’o time in the sunmex of 13d, but don't-
rexeaber any very important evelite. g had sime Synday sciwol pienics and patrictic
gathoringe and pianics, espacially when any soldiers came homs on furloughe The
progregs of the war, was ona of the chief topics of coaversation whenever people
mot. lardly a fauily in the neighborhood, but what had a near relative ab the front.

Uncle Dan would go to town every day to (et the mail and the news, and my brother

and I would go to his home about the time he returned to get our mail and paperse

{hat lsy 1 would go if mother would let we, for I knew it was likoly that Aunt Lana
nad goms cookies to distributo.
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In the full of 18, or early in 1065, Fathor and uncle Toter enlisted at the
ga:o tiue. I can't rommrdar just whon they left, but thoy wers assipned to the 2nd
2 mne inlantry thon in Gen. Sheman's iyay, and joincd thelr regiment souewhere in
horth Carolina just before the end of the ware I don'l remsmber when fathsr returned
but it wos shortly after the end of tho war,

Uncle John had lived with us wosb of the {ime while fathor was awaye. That
guzner {18565) mother made a visit to her old hame and rvlatives in Chio and Indizna
and whils she was gone, oy litile brother ilelvilleo died afiwer a short illness. Foox
oncither was grief strickon when she hoard it and roturned homo at oncee e hiad not -
considered im in danger until a fow days before he died. kies Norrow lived with ua
wost of thal FZuwrore

Father was vory busy with farm work that summer and falle Cypops were good and
prices wora hich for nearly all agricultural products. “heat sold in iiastings at
2.0 a bushale It seenms fathor had made and saved enough money to tuy another 80
asrss of rood land sbout 2 miles oouth of tds homee This land ho rented to another
farmer, My Uncle Uctavug camo home sems tioe that suanor or fall and lived with us
several wecks. Ile had been 4in the armmy about 3 years, and during the first part of
1065 had be2a in a hospdtal in Sbe lionise

e all waend o a circus in liastings that fall, the {irst show I over saw. Fglier

mdo many trips to liastings that fall, hauling his grain to market. lic would scug=

4iras let Aupy and I go with him to cur great delight. Vent to achiocl again that

winter in the littls old church at the cross roads. Uraduated from the prim:a %o
tWie {irat mador,

And now I come to an dnportant event in wy early life. Ve moved {rom the lara
to the town of lisstings to live, scmotiud in ithe spring of 186, Aboutb Lay, 1 think.
Us boys waere delighted at the outlooke Ug rented a comfurtable littls frame house at
W corner of Tth and Vormillion Ctee A good location with good neipghborse I think
Zasher gold hids toan, famigg pacliinery and imploments Lo the wan wiho rented his fanm.

cut we Gook ono good cow to town, and che furnished us with milkd and butter for
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saveral yearse I ought to know, because most of the time I had to feed and milk
her. wanen we had got settled us Loys proceeded to get acquainted with the
nalghvor's children, Many questions were asked and answered and lots of infornae=
tion voluniarily offermd. In fact, they came arcund to investigate the new
neighbor. .o socn learmed all about each other'es families. I was gomewhat dia-;
turoed o learn that nearly all the other boys had sisters, and I socon began to
think I waa an uplucky kid, not to have any at all. lIn fact, I gotl to enguyiring
around hcme, what's the reason we couldn't have a sistor? I had an idea then that
they cculd go out and buy one somewhere just liks anything else.

I don't remember clearly just what father did that sumssre. lis was avay {ree
quently for several days at a time and I think he was helping his brothers thru
haying and harvesting. Ilastings was quite a thrivin; town at that tims and Had I
think a larger population than at any tims since. It was a great river sﬁipping-
point. Thers were no railwaye in the state then and river steamboats were ths only
transportation. Farmers from all over Dukota county und scme adjacent co ndies
hauled their grain and preduce to lastings and bought thelr supplies there. 1 can
reaexder sesing long linss of teass and wagons loaded with wheat, coming down
Vermillion Sge and 5th 544, going to tho elsvators and warehouses at the levee,
Hastings had one of the best steanboat landings on the upper idssissippi. DLlecp
waler right up to the shore line and a natural rock levea,

I began going to school that fall, in a large {raze bullding on Sth Ste. near
veruillione 4 think they had just begun to get the public schools organized in a
way. Ve didn't hear anything about "grades" then. Iou were in a cortain "reader."
ihe lst, 2nd, 3rd, Lth, or Sth. The reader you were in decided your standinge I
was in the lst reader, could write an awful scrawl, and do a few siwple suus in
arithmetice That was the extent of my education. iir. Habcock was principal and
iiss Louise Pringle vwas wy first teacher. uhs had a houseful of pupils and thers

was a great deal of turwoll and confusion. I can still remomber the names of most

of my firet class mates. Thoy were numberous. I don't think I learned much that




Te

year except soms ouldoor pames. iy drother went to the same school, bubt was in a
hicher class.

ind now 1 wust nention anothsr important occurences On 4hanksgivin: day,
Nove 29, 1066, a licils bady sister arrived. I was inforuwed that old Doc Thorne
had bGrought Ler, bul 1 nad ovegun to awistrust such tales. -nm/way, i was greatly
pleased and lost no Wiwa in apreading the information among ths neignboring YO
glerse .oar old grandma Van Klesk was there, and she and Aunt Lizzis wore very:
ousye. 1 think Aunt Lana also caus & day or o later, and soon many of the neishbor
ladies called. JFather at once selected "Gratia” as the proper nawe for that baby
since sne had arrived on Thanksgiving day. 4nd that dear 1littls baly sister has
been a great blessing to her famlly and friends and fellow citizens ever since.

The following (hristmas we had a Christmas tree at the Lethodist church for
the Sunday scnool. It was the f{irst I had ever seen. Of course, father had joined

the kethiodist church whon vwe woved to town and always mads us boys go to Sunday

ochools J don't remember any incident of importance that winter. Ve had sleds and

skates, and used to slide down the long hill eon Verulillion S¢e froa _th to 5th
Oge

Father had sold one of his 80 acre farms in the spring of 1867 and bought scwe
lols in Hastings at the comer of 6th and i{ne Stees.ein the suburbs. s built a
cmall cottage or cabin at the back and we zoved inte it about iay lst and planted
a gardesn. Sportly after hs began the construction of a hoae, on the saus bts,
vhere wo lived for about 10 years thersalter. It was 2 story frame houss, with
parlor, living room, bedroom, dining room, kitchen and pantry below and 3 bedroous
upstairse There was also a woodshed and porch. I can remember it so well, I could
make a correct sketch of it nowe 7There was a large celiar under the houssj also a
cistern with a punp in the kitchem Ashort distance back of the house we hud a3 well
sunk through the soil and gravel and drilled down into solid rock about S0 ft. more.
it furnished an abundant supply of good water and scas of our near nsighvors caus

there for their drinking water. A suall stabls of 2 gialls was built adjoining the
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cabin, which was afterwards used as a granary and storo rocm. Ve had a good garden,
a asuall {lock of chickena and with our cow, managed to supply & largo part of our
{00d neccazitiea,

That fall (1067) we began going to scnool at the laye Lrick schicol at 9th
and huoey oese The sams oullding that has been used ever since for iastins public

gchoolse iy teacher there was lilss Hattie Langdon and I wae in the 2Znd readsr gradoe

liad also arithmetic, epelling and "jography.® liad acquired a slate and pencil and

copy booke I can remember the numea of moot of my classmatese Thors was loule
Follett, Frank hogers, Charlie Reed, Fred Churchill, Louie Lyon, Vince leloy, ChaB.
iiathbene, (larence VWnite, Cady onith, Claribel Saitth, lary Turnbull, Fanny Canning,
dgttie Tyrell, Houma Ames, ikinnie vilver and several othors whose naes I Caii' ¢ Yo
call now.

rrof. Sabbock was still Supte 1 think.s Thers were several lady teachers in
the differett rooms of the same building. It ecews to we I made betler progress in
my education from that time one

That fall rfather bsgan working in a mem'e clothing etore on 2nd Ste for a man
nazed Swa crank, a Jewe e was with him until the next suzner.

it was about this time they began the construction of the "iastings and Dakota ¥
railrcad to run westerly thru Pamington to bankate, theace up the E.iinmsot.a Aver
valley to Bakota, Ve frequently went down to the lower part of town to sze thea
workinz on ite “hey brought the steel rails,a d#ocozetive, and aomo flat cars up the
river on steanboats. When the track had been laid to Farmington, the next sumaer,
we went out there on a Sunday achool picnice. iiad rough beard seats nailed én tue
flat carse.g my first ride on a ry. train.

The suzmer of 1868 fathar made a trip back %o his cld home in lew lork, where
some of his halfecisters and their fimilics were still iiving. He had not been
tiere since leaving acout 20 years befors. hen he returned, he brought ais half-
aister, sunt rolly ticuse, and her daughter Adudie with him. They were given the

1ittle cottaze back of our hmiao to dive in,
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That sumuer my cousin, Albort Truax, Ant Lana's only son, built a home on
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the lob adjoining ours facing north on Sth Ste il had been married about 2

yearg beiore to ilsg wellies idce and they had a baby girl, Winnie, aovout Cratia's
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agse Ihey were our nearest neighbors for several yearse

ihat fali (186J) there was a presidential eloction and great political
excitauent, "Sguup" wpeakers, brass vands, torchli ht parades. Lots of fun for
the small boy. 4t was Urant and Colfax lapublican vge Seymour and Jlair Lemow
crat candidates. ivearly every Loy had a button on idls coat with o nace of lis

candidate on it. his politics, ol course, were the sawe as Jud's and there

were lots of disputes and even {fights over it.

About the first of 1069, I think, father began working for Jake Thompmn,
who had a large grocery store on Vermillion Ste near 2nde It secuws to «e he
worked thexe {for 2 or 3 years, I can't reuecoer positively.

In 1569 a kire Cagsius S. Campbell was enga;sd as Supte. of Fublli ‘chools
and principal of the high school. lie was a graduate of Dartmouth College and
no doubt a very capable mane He received tho fine sddary of {100 per month.,
gimsidered big pay in thouve days. lle reorganiced the schools and established
gradea of scme kind, I was in the Lth rwader, I think, then, and I also begzan
grasuary history, and wmental arithamtice uiss Mary lLangdon was wy téacher_for
about 2 years. That suamzer (1069) my uncle Octavus case up from Jte Louis on
& visite.

iie was then running a brass foundry in partnership with a Lr, Gregge. lle
nad a tract of 160 acres of land on Lake Ugakis near Sauk Center where he went
hunting and f{ishing.

I think 1t was that suamer 1069 that such vast numbers of wild pigeons
flew over going in a northerly direction. Vast {locks, one after another, at
short intervals, all day long came flying over at porhaps LOO or 500 ft. high,

extending as far as one could see in each direction. I have never seen anything
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iike it einco. Cne night a flock ssbtiled down just west and north of town.
SO many dn sceme of the trees that gmall limbs broke under the weipght. Hundreds
of therm were killed next day and nearly every one in town had pigeon pie.
VWild pigeons (lew cver in large numbers for several ysars, but nothing like
that sumzer.

in the sumuar of AL0(9, I worked for Urlando Chumberlain a [ew weeks, Wag
paid 50¢ pur day and board. lhiced corn and potatces and reked haye It was the
firat work I had over done for wages, and when I was pald, I feld rich. I iﬁd
never before had any money in my possession except a few coppers and 3 cent
nickels. vas awful homesick before 1 got back home. ! ent vack 10 schnool
again that fall in tie eame yoon with sune teachsr, and continued about the
gane studies as near as 1 can. rexauber, Know 1 dislliked gramaar, out was fond
of rnistory and geograghy and wmoat otheor subjects. Our sports in the summer and
fail wore baseball, marbles, ®iigh Spy," hop scotch, and "PunelFum=Pullaway.
Some of the larger boya playsd fcotball. Thera were also numerous foot races,
wrestly matches, and occagional fijhita. Ve sometines slipped avay at the aftore
noon recess, and want down to. Laks iebacca or the ilgslgsippi river in swimaing.

Ve would also frequently go down to the lovee o see the sleauboat ccne in.

%ie could nearly always hoar them vhistle for Prescott (3 miles below) and knew

they would probably arrive at Hastings within a half-hour or perhaps an hourage

When they came to land nearly every boy in town who could be was thers. fio
railways as yot built, tut the "hastings and Hakota" although I think they had-
veun grading the Chicago-iiilwavikee and vte Faul Ky

That fall, I think, 1t Decams wy particular job te milk, feed and look after
the cowe Yo only had ons, but she supplied the fazily with all the zdlk and
buttor we reeded. JI remember that at nizhts milain; I would gat 8 to 10 quarts.
kot so nxi.wn worningse 4 bslieve I wmilked thut cew for the next L oxr 5 years
except when away from home. In the sumuer she would graze all day on tYhe open

prairie west of town, but would nsarly always come home &% night for the nice




Oran mash she knew would be mad, for here

I recomber & good many little incidents but a: not positive about the dates.
I think it was that suzmer [ had quite a painful accident. I waz tryins to wilk
along the edge of the top board of the fence, barefooted, when I lost v balance
and jumped off into the grase at one side. One foot landed right on tcp of an
iron tooth garden rake lying there. One of the nails were richt thru my foot
oetween the big toe and the next one. rather had 4 hard pull to jork it out.
awother washedit out and bandaged it ani within a week 1t was well,

I recexber another painful zccident of wy bLoyncod, but can't recall the date.
Zy brother and I were playing indian. lie was a bioux and I was a Viippowa. Ve
had small boaxrd shields, and used old broom stick nandles ror spears. Vg were
all "tog ed out" with red rooster feathors und sumo red challl paint and were
making some lusty warwhoops in the back yarde '@ would throw the spears at each
other and wually dodge them, or fend them off with cur shields. out once ag I
vas etooping over {o plck up By spear, he thraw his stick at me with unusual
agcuracy and force. The end of it struck me square on the left teaple and I
was "down and out," knocked senseless. Uld lrg. storrs had just coms to our
well for a buckat of water and saw it all. he dropped her bLucket and picked mo
up and carried me into the housos. Peor Kothor and Lizzie werm nearly scared 3nto
fitse A lump forumed on my teaple as big as a walnut. Ampy was sent “full speed?
to the store to tell father and get & doctor. Uut after a few applicaf.iuna of
cold water, I came to, with only a bad headache.

I think it was in the winter of 1009«70 they Legan building the Ceile & Ste Fe
Rye bridge across the lisslesip. i river at llastings. Us boys would frequently
o down there to watch them wori. Tie river was frozen over as usual, &0 hard
that heavily lcaded toams could cross on tie ice. [hey cubt great holes thru the
ice where the piers were to be, and then drove great oak piles down to the solid
rock all over the hole and a9 thick as they could place thew., 4 novel and ine
tereating sight for use That bridge is still in use and has probably carried
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thousands of ¢rains across ths i‘lssigsippie

And now in the spring of 1370 another very important event happencd. On
April 7, the vhole family was gladened by the arrival of anothor baby sistar.
Creat excitement in the family and among the neighbors. "Grandna" Van dleek was
there, also old Ure Thorne, and small boys had to keep out of the way. By this
time [ had learned sowething more about the origin of baby sisters. Yur preciocus
baby was at once named after cur dear old Aunt Lana, father's oldest sister. 1
vwas now the proud possessor of two little sisters and announced that fact to all
By schoolnatos. io had acquired a cozmodious bagy buggy and it frequently vecaocs
oy job Lo take ons or both of them ocut riding when wother was busy with housework.
i was usually quits willing to do it, except when I bad an urgent invitation froa
Ry particuliar cnua, lLoules Follett, to go fishing.

When school was out that spring, I went out again to Orlando Chamberlain's
fara (about 7 miles from town) and worked a few weeks al haying and hoein; corn.
I also tried to do acme plowin; but made 2 poer job of 1te I wasn't quite strong
encugh Y0 nanale the heavy plew at the turns.

Socetime that sunmer (I think sbout August) we heard from Uncle Oc (Ste Leuis)
that my grandfathier, mother's father, Allurad Clark lhaisherlaln, was coming w0
vicit us or 1ive nith us. It se=ms he had quarrdlled with bls third wiie at
Hartsville, Indiana, and had gone to Ste Louis to live witn my Uncle Uctavus.

Yy uncle was then living with his wife's fandly (¢vhe Greages) in a crowded part
of the city, and grandfather who had never lived in a city thought he ought to
becows intimately acquainted with all his neihbors, just as he had in a small
viilage. He made himselfl such 2 nuisance to the family and their friends, they
haG 1o get rid of hime So my Uncle put him on a steamboal and pald nis fare
Hastings to live with us. I nsard father, mother and Aunt lLizzie discussing

ths subject and talking about his paat life, and I socon discovered Uhat he
wouldn't be cordially welcome, but they would try to put up with him if possible.

lie wags expected to arrive on a Sunday worning sowo time between 7 a.me and
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noons  lou ccuid never tell, within sevaral heurs, when a steaubcat would arrive,
i vas surpriced to find that I nad been selected to 50 dewn o the steanboat
landing to w~et him. Wons of the otrhers wanted to 0e S0 1 wunt dowmn 30 the
leveo and waited thers 2 or 3 hours fer that old nids wheel steanboat (ihs Kennedy)
to come in. Grandfathar was one of th~ few passengers who got ofi's I had never
geen hii, but I had beard some descriptions of him wnd knew he was an old nane
As soon as he astepped off the gang plank he looked over the small crowd & morent
and theo asked in a loud veice, ".oes any ona here know whers Levi li. Lountrymxan
dives?” I announcsd that I was his grandson and he grabbed my hand and gaid,
"God bless you, my boy.," he was drassed in the styls of the 'fifties.V..high,
Wide~collaind shirt with big black necktie tied in a bewknots long swallowe
tailed coat and high plug hate Clean shaven with gray long hair, .uite ersct
&nd Cuive ior a wan of his age, (77 years) but alvays carried a cans. Aftaer
arranging with an express wajgon to bring out his trunk, we took his big cld
Carpsli Lag and walked out heas. He was quite vocifsrous in his greetings to all,
out < noticed that none of theam eeenmed overjoyed to meet him,

Vell, he lived with us for the next {ew years ond 30 I got to know hiw
pretty wall, amoi 4 think ha liked aa the best of anyons in the family. e was
the only on? ol my grandparents that 1 knew much about. I 'naw.-r gaw either ous
of ay grandmotherss S50 I write more fully about hime I had overhesard enouih
talk aboat him to know thut his pust record was ratasr disreputable in some ways,
tut there was ne discount on his natural intslligence and ability. He could
Freach a scrmon, try a lawsuit, tsach school, or write a newspapsr editorial,
fie had lots of asaurance or plan "nerve,." iie soo joined the Baptist church and
Was aduitted (o the bar to practice law in Uskota county. I think that insids
of O wontiis he was acquainted with wore of the iastinga people than any ons slse
in our fasily.

e was @ veteran ¢f the war of 1812 and received & pension of $1.2.00 por
tonth. Jual compare that with the pensions paid later to the old Civil war

velerans of 70,00 per month. He had been wounded or injured in some way in
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his lei't shin bone and it had never healed. liad so.n large punnins sores oa it
and he was obliged to dress it and bandage it nearly overy daye. I would scree=
times help him, but it swelled so rank I could hardly tear ite. liother had to
make hinm go out in “he woodshed to do it. lle had {resvent arpuments and quarrdls
with pother and Aynt Lizsle and 1 know thay both heartily disliked him. e used
tovacco nodarately, but I Jon't think he ever drank intoxicating liquor., le
had 2 children 4y his 3rd wife, larlez and lary, but . naver saw cither of them.
i don't hink he had any 1n'oom or financial resources outside of his pension.
But enough about my grandfather. ihe poor old man died in 1378 at ths aga of
85 vaars, and not greatly mourned by his sons and dauzhters.

And now about myself again. I think it was tuis surasy (1870) that I first
1laarned to swim. That is to swin for any conziderable distance. o wenl swiandng
in Lake Rebecca, an old channel or sllugh of the 14 ssiasipod, and quite dsep in

g cculd only wade out about 25 fte. when the water vould be up Lo Ry
choulders. After much practice and many attenpts, I was able o swim acrogss
the lake, a distance of aboub 100 yards. And now, ny "Big F4sh" story, a true
ond. One Saturday that fall Ampy, Lsorge Tarnbull and I went up % Spring
Lake fishinz as we had frequently dene baicre. e had caught quite a nunber of
small fish (rom the shore and mill bridge, when ve borrewed 4 hoat from the
iillar, leCarle, and rowed up to a wider part of the lake and began fishing with
a trolling spoon hiook. Ueorgs Turnsull was rowing, I was sbeerin(, and Ampy was
trolling. Spddenly thers was a terrific jerk on his line that nearldy pulled the
pole cut of his hands. Le and George Turnbull strugjled for some 10 or 15
mdnutes to pall that fish out of the water and yob wim into the beat where Ampy
had to sit down on him to keep him from flopping out. It was a beautiful pickerel

nearly L {t. long. Ve trussed him up with a pele and rope and startsd home with

him, teking twns carrying 1. At Austin Knapp's howse we etoppod and welighed it.

4 little over 12 1bs. The biggest fish we had over caughtie
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ltaturned to school at the usual time this fall(1870). Iifas iary Langdon
teacher and Cgesius Campbell principale Think I wag still in the Lth reador
and alac,a had ariusetic, grammar, geography, history, and of course, srelling
and writinge Every friday afternoon we had to "speak a pdece™ or read & coupo-
gition, on the teacher'y platform before the rest of the school. That wWas soud=
‘thing I novex liked.

Some tiwme this fall there was a lethodist ‘undsy school excursion by stoale
boat up the Ste “poix river to Taylors ralls. 1 thinik Vhe wuols [amily wenl and
we had a large crod on the boat. I had never besn co far avay I{rom Hestings
before. uon't remeuder anything else of importance.

Think 1% was thie fall that Uncle Dan sold s farm, moved o iastings,
bui.t him @ nice home in the western outskiris ol Lown, where he, Aunt Lana,
dartha and Uncle Jehn lived the rost of thedir lives. Albert Truax still lived
next door to us and Aunt Felly and daughter in tlie cabin back of our houge.

I balieve my Aynt Lizzie began working Wds winter &8 a scausivess for a
dresamaker by naas of Apse Cye dartine ohie atlll lived wiih us. AT acmtim_in
Jinle o Fabe I caught a very scvere cold, was throatened with pnewsonis, and

had to stay out of school fully 2 weekas. It was gy firat gericus siciness,

but I did ncs have a doctores They gave nme home tircatzents, and I fulldy recovered,

I think it vas sometimw this wintar that a young man by the name of loLext
Carpenier {row Cgnada began paying attenticn o wy iunb Lizale. lip cams to visit
us frequently especially evenings. e was a jolly, good natured, secilanls young
man and ua boys ldke hime I don't hink he hac any particular buzinsga or ocCupae
tion buf was said to be quite woll off, Fgtier, {or sone rauson, did not like
Hw and I think e finally requesied him o stay aviy.

fa‘aher had bought 4 largs lots on Hth St. abou% ona bLicck from cur home.
‘hoy wade abouat an acre in area wnd early thab spring we planted it largely to
potatoes and sweat corne The work of planiing and hosing 4% kept ma Dusy & |
large parbt of the suumaer. 4 don'tthdnk I werked av havveatin; thut sumisr, ab

lsast not very long.
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About the middle of June py Uncle Jc caxe up irda oge Louls wi th his brethore
in=law, lan Grayg, A& younyg @aan avout 20 yro., amw ayed with us until acoulb Auge
l. Une day sy uncie 00k m@O Up W ote Paul on & Cdle & ute e Wraln, and wa spant
the wiole day up there. 4t was wy first ride oan a segalar pagsenger train, and
Wy £irat visit to S.e raul, the largest cily I had ever seen. IL had abouv
20,000 ropulativa Lnsne.

{ woll rerember tha Lth of July of that year.{1871) The Fourth vas the
creal navicnal patriotic sumasr hwliday. Thers wore very {ew otheyr holidays
batracn New 4isars and lhanksgiving and so evarybody celsbrated the tourth with
the greatest enthusiaswe 1 will attenpt a short dsveription of the calsbration
of that year a8 it was {ypical of voveral I can renubals

Grounas were gelected in a grove on the hill just scuin of waun, & 50akers!
platferas was erected with chairs and table., In front of 1% A large nuuier of

rouch board seats or benches were placed capable of weatlng probably fully a

thousand. Opeakers for the day had been pelecta’ wnd scme distingulched citdzen
2 W

appointed Lo read the Dsclaration of Indepsndence. Also a marsihall of ths day
with several assistants usually mountede All thru the grove nuaberous private
booths had baen erected to dispensa lunches, drinks, fire crackers, :rice.

A race track laid out for all kinds of horse und other races. These prew
parations all made scme 2 or 3 days before the Fourth. On this fourth, Gele -Co
FPowell Adans, bstter known as loc Adams, was Narshall of the Jay. ‘e had Lezen
an oificer in the 1st Mian. regimont and had besn digtinguished in the Baitle
of Gatbysburg. ile was dmsged in a colonsl's uniforn, mounted on a s;ﬁrite&
horse aud vae a very consplcuous {igure in the celebration. “arly on the morne
ine of the Fourth cannon boomsd, bells rang, fire works expleded, and every
xnown mathod of making a lot of noise was useds The amall boy thoroughly enjoyed
himgell, providing he had an adequate gupply of fire crackers.

Apout 9 a.ae the great parade bsyan forming down in ths center of town.

Precedsd Uy a brasa band and led by the darshall of the Day and aas'ts., it
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started up Vermillion H¢e¢ Cld soldiers, many in thelir old arusy uniforms,
wcémd bshind the band, followed by city and county officiala, i‘ratérml orders
and citizens, some in buggles, scme on foots Tooy all arrived at the grounds
by about 10 aeme I have no doudt that fully hall the population oi tho town
was thore. Our cnglisheborn citizens (and they ware numerous in ilastings)
took an actdve part and seemed to enjoy 1t as much as any oo, lany {araers
and their families from the surrounding countyry had come in thelir lunber
vagons with basketes of food for lunche Some of thea had come the night
velore and camped on the grounds. I think wo:zt of our opring Lake relatives
nd Lrienxis were there, bablies and alle

The proceedings begane rfirst a prayer was cflered by avus preacher,
followed Ly the reading of the veclaratiocn of independence. 1 think, but aa
not positive, that on thks Fourth it was read by lp. (oOlumbus Slabblng, the
propristor, puolisher and editor of "“The hastings Gazelte," our weekly nowge
papore Aifter the reading of the isclaration, Ule band played soveral pOp'a;ar
patriotic tunes and the whole crowd sang The Star Lpangled bannere There
vere alse a fow songs by special selected singers and soloists, and thon bogan
she patriotic oraiions. OUh yes, there was also an orator of tle day, who made
thie principal spseche I don't remembsr positively who it was this tine.
i{ may bove been Ignatius Donnolly. 1 remsnbor he spoke one Fourth. lis was
follored Dy several other speakers. 1 remeaber Lol. i¥gpins, Lawysr Vun Olyke,
venle «oLuc and scme otherse ‘hen the orations were finished it was probavly
1 pexs and every one made & ush foxr the lunch counters or thelr fanily baskets.
Yorhaps a few went homs (O dinnsr.

in the aiternoon the sports Legan. There was horse racing, fooct racing,
ball games, wrestling matches, ani some athletic contests. (o bathjmy bsauty

contostey There was aluays catching the greased pig and climbing the groased

poles A perfectly suooth, woll greased pele about O ins. diamoter and 20 ft.
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hagh was planted fimly in the ground. A oncedoliar bill was fastensd b
the tope The ooy¢ whoY/ cwuld clino that pole o6 the doilar., It Wwok &
cGozen or wore boys to geb all the xrease wiped oif, and even then it was a
mrd climb, but etrange to say, scwe ouy finally ot ite Catching the
greased plg atso furnished an epportuniiy for lois of boys to get dirty. The
boy who could caich bim and holdd him owned the piz.

{hers were usually 2 or 3 dancing plstforss with string bends or a violin.
The festivities kept up until dark and then the public fire works were exhibe

ited. oelore night there wers many drunks, several quarrsls and a lew

=

fightse Un tods particular fourth I was cagaged in Wmeiness.e A fow days
befors, ven Grogg kad suggested that we fix up a vooth and seld drinks, eics
s0 he and Awpy and 4 got a permit to have a booth on the grounds. ie {ixed up
a rough beard counter wier a tree, as near the center ef the grounds 28 ve
could get, with a few euply boxes for coats. Ve gotl an emply vinegar barrel
frem a grecsr, washed it out, fiiled it with well water, and hauled it up

to the cooths Soupght a bex of lenmons and about 20 lbase of sugar, arranged
with an dce aan for a supply of cracked ice and made nsarly a barrel of
lesonade, e borrowed about 2 doz. glasses from mother, and had an old
wooden tuo of water to rinse them. 'ie also had sowe candy, peanuts, and
fire cracikers to sedl. Vaell, we sold all that lz.onade ai 5¢ per g;la:ss.ami
it was jood, rich, cold lsmonade. But when wa case Lo check up recipts and
expenses there wasn' t wmuch profite. Less than a dollar a piece for each. Dut
we had lots of fun,

Just after the Fourth Uncls Cc went up Lo Dsakis and spent about 2 waeks
fishing and hunting with Hugh uoore. Abcut iuge lst he and Lsn Gregg and Ampy
staried for ot. Louls cn a ateawboat. Aupy vwas gone for geveral. monthse I
can't remswber just when he retvurned, but I think it was about Christmas.

That fall fathsr began working in a clothing store on Vermillion S4. near

2nd for a man by the nams of Franke I think he worked for him a yeur or more,
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Stead of returnln; to acheol $iat term | Lazan working in a grocery
B8lore {or a iire Je Me Browning on Verniliien 4. near Sth ilm had been in the
ousiness acvefal years in hastinga and was & mun of about 69 years. 1 was
uis onlyderk and got a malary of {15 psr wonth, mostly in oroceries for tha
facilye 1 had to deliver ordsrs all ar-un? town in & one=horas 1ich% wagon
and taks care of the horse,tco. Thers wers no package goods then sxcept 501
canesd gtuif, Everything case in bulk in barrels, boxes, bara, etc. Ordsrs
had to ba dug out of a bin er box, carefully wei hed with iron counter weizhis,
end wirapped up with aheete of brown paper and tied. No parer bags!

Adong in Uclover one day we heard the news that Chicazo was burning. A
trewendous firee Ihe news becase worse and in a day or twe more we heard the
entirs citly ousinesa and all had b=en burned upe All the fastings merchants
were greatly excited. They bought most of their supidied in Chicage. liany
had sent in orders for their winler stocks that now could not be suppliad.
ure bpowning had, a few days before, ordered a large quantity of groceries
from there, Thay had to transier their orders to other cities, to St. Paul,
Ste Louls, and iilwaukee, I think it caused some increase in the prices of
goods in Hastingse That was the most disagtrous cily fire that had ever
happansd in the U,S,

Hastings was still a very busy and prosperour little town., Dakoba
county hud been settling up rapidly and famers for Qany miles around hauled
Lhelir grain and producta there. On most days in the fall one could see long
swings of farmers' wagens, usually loaded with wheat, coming down Vermillion
and 5th streets, going to the elesvators and warehouses near the river. Ta also
aad ono of the largeat flour :ills in the state ownad oy Stephen Gardner, at
the Veralilion falls. Gerdner was known as the wealthiest man in Dakota county.

About this time a new court house was comploted in Hastdngs, said to hwo

cost aboub vi00,000, I theu;ht it was a very dnposing atructure.

e e

e e anar e —
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I wvorked for Mre Urownine until about Lhristaas, alwostd 5 mogths. hhen
I canm to sattle I don't think there wan over 23 coming ¢ ace The esb had
Oaen padd in groceries. I think [ invested o5 in a slod {aov CasLlige <t wus
mado LY & MNpe Halduin in Ester areecn's wagon factory, and & good stout onde
Coavting and skating vars our chisf wintsp anuszemInba, even whon it was 207
OUnLloW 2910,

Bagan yolng te school pgain aftor lew Ysars and manzged to cateh up with
dy clagsse L think it was this winter I 260 wy Iirat and only licidng uy
“rofs lauposlle ls was a streng Lelisver in corperal panisnmont, Lo which [

was adsolutely epposed., All Lhe eother teachers were ladies and bLhay seat

Lielr Lad boys into dre Cawpbell fer correclien. consbedy btixcsw a Yapdiballn
Web papsr wad) that etruck liies baagdon in tie back of her necike ohe whirled
arvund, saw me laughing and demanded of mn o tell her "ne did that?" I told
fer L knew Lbul wouldn't tell. She lnstantly oiderad we to leave the ruon
and o o Ure Lampbell's oem. 4 went in to nis oca and found ifdm in a very
bad huzor. He grabbed me Dy the collar and demanded to know wiy i had been
sent in. I told him I couldn't think why. "Come down to Wie Pasezant with ze
end 1 wili try Yo refresh your memory." S$e we went down Wisre and Lie gave
e aboul & Jdoze cracks on the palm of my hand with a hard £lis rulzre, but Lo
cidn't L£ind out vhat he was licking ma forl

“hen school was out that sprin: I went eut to Urlando (hambariain's and
worked for him noarly all swwer at various kinds of fara werk, hosing, raking
hay, driving reaper and shocking wheat oundles, I think Ampy worksd that
vacation in a litile drygstora on Varmillion ote near 2ud. Ky vacle Uc cazs
up again that sumaer for a stort visit and as usual went up to Osakis fishlings
(randfather Cazbsrlain was still living with ua and sunt Lizzie was working for |
3 dressaakere Orlando paid ms for sy suwier's work with & fine vlack colt ;

i

3 ;»c:uu old nazed “Barney." He had bean broken to ride or drive and 1 was very

proud of him. Loft him at Oplando's farm until late that fall,

(niere the manueeript ends, eceiingly unfinigshed, ) f
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