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412--6th. Street, S, E,
Minneapolis 14, Minn,
Nov. 2, 1943,

Dear Mrs, Steefel:

This is the letter that I received from
Helen Kinoshita some time ago., I am sending this
to you through my brother-in-law, Theodore Matsu-
yama.

We are very grateful for your kind and
thoughtful services to our group. If we can be
any help to you, please call on us.

Yours very truly,

Tre: ooy
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War Relocation Desk
407 8. 4th Btreet
Minneapolis, Minnesota
November 11, 1943
Miss Helen Kinoshita
31-11-B Hunt, Idaho

Desr Miss Kinoshitag

I am sorry not to bave had time to write you earlier, Reverend Francle
Heyashi has told me that you have written him and are interested in
relocation. As I understend it your long time plan 4g to go to

&% 0laf's College to study Musio, Pefore doing this you would need

to work for & while to eccumlete funds. _

I am sending you & United Statees Employment Serviee cerd which I

shall sppreciate your filling out, I am eepecislly in need of kmowing
your work experiense. I gether you graduated from High School in

the Center lest June, and that since then, until September; you
worked in the off ce of the Aseistant Projeet Director. What were
your duties there? Did you do eny work while attending school before
entering the Center or while in the Center?

You sre youngg and, I suppose your three months experiemce this

sumier will be about all youlve had time for, If your ekills are

good we might well be able to plece you either &s & dietaphone operator
or stencil cutter. I would do my very best, however, to try for

e Job where you could use your shorthand lest you lose your speeds

Of one thing I am certain, We eam find you an office job given
warning enough shead when you &re coming, provided you sre asccurgte
end speedy., Of course everything dependg upon the interview,

You are fres to take the work if you like it, snd the employer

" taks you if he finds he likes you. We will do our best to have & job

open for you to spply for when you come provided you tell us ahead
when you will reech here, As to housing, Write shesd and reserve a
room for the date you errive at the YWCA. Then you can try to

locate something satiefectory through friends or in the city. We are
setting up & housing service which should meke that easier, But there
is & houging shortage here end that makes it & problem for everyone
éven for people who have lived here a long time. '

The salaries here are not as high es in some cities..85 %o 90 2 month
for heginmners, But they are going up, and have advanced ten a month
gince lest spring. They will probably do so egain before next spring,
for at present we ere beginning to find there is e shortage of -
offise workers here for the first time. A :

Let m& heer from you &8 to your plans, and let me have the application
blank properly filled out. -

Sineerely yéura,

Mrs Lawrence D, Stqefnl
Volunteer Placement Secretary




Hunt, Idaho
Nov, 16, 1943

Mrs. Lawrence D. Steefel
War Relocation Desk

407 S. 4th Street
Minnespolis, Minnesota

Dear Mrs., Steefel:
Thank you for your kind letter of November 1ll.

My friend, Miss Suzuki, and I plem to leave Minidoka on December 1
and will arrive in Minneapolis on December 3, Yukiko worked in a glove
factory in Seattle for five years but would like to get imto stemography,
if possible. At the present time, she is employed as a stenographer in
the Leaves Section and is brushing up om her shorthand. I sincerely hope
that you will be able to place her also,

For the past year, I have been employed as secretary to Mr. Carl
Sandoz, head of the Welfare Section in the Project, I have found the
work extremely interesting and would like very much to get into a social
agency, if possible.

Yukiko and I would like to find a small apartmeat close to our work,
where we can cook our own meals, have friends drop in, in other words, a
cozy little place we can call our very own.

We are eagerly looking forward to resettling in Minneapolis and
hope to make many new friends.

Thank you for your interest in us. I am hoping to be able to meet
you in person very sool.

May I hear from you again?

Sincerely,

e S

Toshiko Fukano
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¥iss Togriko Tulano
22=0=A ;
Counselor's Cifice
¥unt, Ideto

Dear iiss Mulano: .
I have creoeked with ¥r Zarold Mann end {ind that he, 2lsc hes boen
2 planning employrent for yow. Ve tells ne that trere 1s aan office - | &/
3 Secratarial job open and aslso a job mith an acecountilin: fim, %o 4y to avo
e to avoid duplicetiom of eifort 8o far as poesible, onl it sesms, therefor .
‘ u though since he 4s holding at leasct om of thess jobs open for you
I should weit un‘!:il yuu cone to see what success you hove with uhls ot
il applioation. ¥ AT S s B TR N8
As for Miss aumkis I shall mtd to han a ﬁllkr pictura of her
i traininy end emporience. ¥rom what you_ gay, if she is 'brunh:‘.ng up
- . her shorthand is probadly mot very ipoady ‘fhere is a job open for'a -
| girl whose shorthend is rapid end sciurate, 1% will %o nscossary to kna\t, \ S
‘ ’ also' how speedy eana acoura%s her 4yping may be. T oncloce s card which PR 5
| Eiss Susuki should ﬁll out snd return to me, v ey

flesso call on me when you remcoh Winmeapo.is for aﬂy help I can ﬁiw you.
A8 soon as i receive either a kKRA 26, if yon hawve one, or the card _
i um venuing on hies Suski I shall vry to find or open somethins for hor.

Sincorely vours,

' Lve Lewrence . Steefel - : . e e
Voluntesr Placerent Secectary T




ELBIENTARY SCHOOL: (CrrcLe WIGHEST GRADE CoMPLETEDY L2 5o B e g

tHooL ~ ] wame & LocaTion TR 10 MAJOR SUBJECTS GRADUATED T
A i (Yeard  (Yew)] o IR e i et
Lincoln High
4 Seattle, Wash. 1929 1932 Commercial 1932
S — mﬂ""'u. L TR e
. |BUsINESS OF Wilson's Business | AT
.« .. |tRaoe Scugol . | College,— Seattle—4-1352 | 1933 Commerical 1933 .
. [UniversiTy » : : '
& SesssnssssnaBne - . 5
|OTHER EDUCAT ION ' 4
.. . Honogs, S1GNIFICANT ACHIEVEMENTS, EYCe
LiST REGULAR EMPLOYMENT INCLUDING WRA JoBs, SHoWw LAST JoBs FIRST, UNLESS SIGNIFICANT, DO NOT LisT§
_..EMPLOYMENT FOR LESS THAN THREE MONTHS.
fRoW 10 EMPLOYER'S NAME, ADDRESS KIND OF BUSINESS YOUR TITLE & DUTIES WAGE ]
?;:i—g@’;;—aﬁf——- WRA, - Hinb, Idaho | Social Welfare| Secretary, $16 mon
Ho, dune jh'Sept‘ . : Dental Receprionis
:YRIQIEi!!:IQZZ .WCCA Puyallup, Washd Hospital Take appointments | $8.00
b, Feb. . Sept; - .
YR, 19 YQ:M Yamasaka & Co. ~Seat v Imps & Rxporter—Seerebary—— 890,00 |
. ho- HO. :
YRy e a5 Lk J
e Hoq
i Ys, " - *

EvALUATEON OF iNDIVIDUALS  (COVER APPEARANCE, PERSONALITY§ QUALIFICATIONS, AND GENERA ABILITY)
| I havé a Civil Service rating as Junior Typist and have had over

9 years of ‘experience as secretary. -

Good. pérsonality and appearance, Highly Americanized ané will o

gualified in Secretarial and Social work, Would make a good person

for a Department of fublic Assistance.

. e --LWF, Outside Employment

- '
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s\l TTAEPT T : WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY Rt §
“RELOCATION DATA SUMMARY 2
nameg  Fukano, -~ Toshikow: 4 " gt August 8 : ms 8
SRS T AG!_ 29 SE: Fm&la x 27
siock #0,20-9-C__ ey nos_ 10998 . i
e Py : ; B1RTHPLACE Seattle, Washingten . ... ..,
ReLocATION PREF eRENCE, QUALIFICATIONS AND Y B '
- : EXPTECTED SALARY UaSe CITIZEN 2S5 1F aLIEN, GIVE DATE OF -
.. Secretary $150.00 month . ENTRY INTO UgSs ™ M U
5 LK - : MARITAL sTATUg _ Sinele
3BT SR e i gisiots padFeis_ Metipdint s -
; L T R Ve
RELOGAT ION PR EXTILE L. ewvstea conprtion_ G004 S
TROY o toonTy) T e ' P wamvowpe. ;
 Minneapolis Minnesota . ‘ ; : = . . ;. ..
o L S e
2 New York i N. Io - : L&NGUM! RKI :w__a ¥ .ré_
J EnGLISH PR L | A ...-.t‘-‘:“
- 5‘ Philadelphla - _Pﬂn. r JN"‘NESE . ..z.\-*"‘“ id.n.-.-o. o-.a.-.-“‘_'.
J i T - OTH seessntio oo'o".'-l'o-g. lto--tot..
CIVIL SERVICE 08 otHEr Rarig_ Tunior Typist _— L e

4 “Undegided yete
o IN Faml o NY T A
NO. IN LY. HOW MANY HSMB ERSCOF THE FARILY PLAN TO R&UCNEuEESETlf i)
OTHER FAMILY MEMBERS WHO ARE E’ﬁP*U‘{#BLEI y
(Name) _ sex) (hae) (Rsu'rlous-llr) (Uccupmou)
e d_ George K:i.yoshi Fuka.no ‘ M 26 Brother Fishery Biologist
i Henry Yutaka Fukano M 19003 f' """ Caprenter
: _3.:..__ irs
U,
7 -

19 T AHY MENSERS OF FiMILY PLANT TO ATTEND SCHOOL? Henry may g0 yar Gnnoasv i
to SEKOH.

FROBLEMS WHICH MIGHT PREVENT IMMEDIATE RELOCATION OF INDIVIDUAL OR FAMILY (GIVE DETAILED *TATEHEHT)
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¥r. Ceorge Fundquist [ ; :
Comritlee lor Pesottlement of Japanese Avericans
New York, u.7,

/

Dear 'ir. Rundguists:

\ i ’ ; 3
I think you would be hoartened by tkhe rosults of your trip here. They
are .rowinge Iriuglng the cost interested wombers of ihe committea to=

gotker tiat day et lunchecn, to telk over with you and with sach other -

what they were thinking and doing hes established a commom domominator
of poncy.

The moet important thing was to romove the obstacle to continuence, That ,
seexs to have boen foar of ike respensibllity whiok the Committee feared would b
would be placed upom it for the muber of people coming in, Placing this
responsibility with the WRA, Lut heving ¥r. Yyer's essurmbe that the Cou=
mittee's voice will be heerd when the cormu itiés welflare seems at stake

hag effectively stopped telk of dropping the work,

The clarificetion of our relations with the WRA was another need, The
digouesion with kr, Myer ot Ir. Menn's office has wade it quite clear

to the Cormittee that out regiomnal supcrviser has rules for his region
contrary to the policy held nationally, while the committee regrets to
have place¢ Mr. Yenn in the unoomfortsble position of knowing trat we

are aware that the orders he must follow as they are delivered by his

imediate superior, are st verience with those of fioghington.., it also
feels, now, thet he will vndeorstend o il it governs itgelf by tho Frgh-
ington pettern of thought rathor then by Mr. Shérréll'e, l'e Lhas gone
his own way. We will go curs. If he needs ue ho car call cn ws, Lut

this is ocur community, We cam do things end establish things which he

cannot do. We will work for the Nisei, If it heppons to pleese him
to ¢o so, we shall be glad, IfMm not,
end, qmthunlly.wpgndotha bette SRRy

Ui

this the tire it derend
program -

of the Commi

Ver Reloostion Desk

407 8. 4th Street '
Ninneapolis , Minnesota
Decenber 3, 1943

‘they will provedly como touws




My, Mamn hos medo it vory clear that he cun do his own job finding, and
* that ho oonsiders any atlenpt to break the ice for ihe Nicel “pamporing®
. Mhile wo will not ignore the GRA,"™ he says, "llo chall adhore to our own

page 2. SO L (g ok _
It 'is the decision of the Ccmijtn that tho ﬁutol thould be considered
es one more facility in the community to be used in tho intorest of the

‘Nisei. They feel that it will probably be thought of as the luthersn

Fouse soon after its establishment, and that :lttould hart the over-all
community esspect of the work if it were to boodnq branded es seotarien. -
Niss Akard will be invited to become a member of the Comittes and to

work out her plans with us, It is doubtful that she will be permitted

by the Viar Menpower Commission here to do much employment work outside

of the non-industrial field. Something will depand upom her planning.

The clear-cut couecpt of the Committee's funotion is as follows:

To meke availablo to the Nisel all established fucilities in the ocity,
To establish end safeguard stindards in omployment, care of nlnor boys oy
and girls, social welfare, Le&dth and housing.
To cooperate with the WEA whorever it requests help.

. To meke a progressive study of the commm'ity, keeping in the new office

a block-by-block map with markers for individual and family residences

so that Hisei coming in may kncw when they have Hisei meighbors, minis-
ters mey know where Nisel of their demouination reside so they may be
visited and invited to attend the church in their neighborhood, and

comritiee members may know when thore are Hisel in their owm mighbor!'ooda
towerd whom they may be meighborly. :

There is the plan to have & wider cormunity wommittee mphsontni.n; all

- sects, labor, busineds, welfere educational and socclal groups. Thet of

this committee there may be a siromg and working executivo Committee
which shall discuss and propose policy after oonforeme, shall establish
patterns for reports to the over-all committoo, and plen programs for

the reguler committee meotings which will bring to the Committee ocutstanding
figures in the Relocatiom work. These speskers will educate {h¢ bLoerd

in all aspects of the lovoment, and frou time to time, members of the
Executive Coummititee will presemt abstiracts and cutlines of Villd relcsses,
Committee [ur Festtloment of Japuiose lumerican wualerial, end some high=
lights frum the Center publicalions which will indicale the leuper and
moveweutl 0 public opinion snd activities thore,

This 1s the plan o ieorganiczalioa drawn up yesterday ly the small Com-
milive appointed for lhe purpose., The new officors have aot yot baen
selected, tut we will try to {ind peopla who are interosted in ca ;ying
cut this plmo

I have just ocome away from a cdnfarenoe wit: Mr. Devideon of the USES,
Rext week we are %o mako arrangemoats for access to anything seve the
restricted firm jJobs which tho USES has on files Mr. Davidson says that .
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3

AT '8.4 ; g . :. r_ I'...
in'St, Peul, wvhere there

\ 8! hlﬂh ¥ & neod for them, Fe smm cou- :
phane ) of too emall & staff to do good job reciutting, lut lets it goat

¥ } =

Kiss Porter, the originsl supporter of the whole plen here stated to me oAt
today thet since your visit she has completely changed ber mind about
the future of the work here. She had not lknowm that local end nmational = =
polivy in VWRA wure so st varisnce, eud will be glad to go on workimg to )
support the astional plan., That 1s of greet importence to cormunity ~ .
support as & vhole, e e

The Civilian Defonse Council is entertaining a roquest for fmds for
offico etafls “Le YWCA offors quarters. Some of us think a less fomine
background would mare it easior for the men to seek counsel. The mext :
Job is to meke sure that the paid clerical staff is not leit with the |
Job of reeting emd acvising the Nisel unless sowoome cen be found qualiried
to dc this. FHousing, schcols, stc are the rirst raitors of consideration,

Witk the onset of virﬁbar, the nupbers coming in wre many fewor. I still
tave poople coming to the desk tc make long time plans for employment,
The Cornittee and the USES fec. that that work rust g0 one

I3 . o t -
Theal ycu ogain for coming cut when you dide I &u sure the prospect wuld
be very different: if ycu had not helped the cormittee to think things
through. Ve have at least in embryo, a working arrangement o

Pleaso give my greetingh to Alice .F.undqﬁist. ¥e have the pleasantest ’
rerories of you both., ' ' .

Cincersl; yours,

Irs. Lemrence T. ‘teefol s
Volunteer Placement Secorotary PR
Vinneepolls, Ver Reloostion Cemrittee. 6

P.S, Thenks for the WEA outlinc of propcsals. It is now in the hends
of the Pesearch and /nelysis Division of the Centrel Council of Zocizl
Lgencics, Cur own plans are being formulated with this matorial in mind,




CHESTER SAKURA
------







CHESTER SAKURA

15-8-E
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1-2-44 Sent letter suggesting Hostel, asking 551, and suggesting
Settlement House work, (doubtful) power maching work, might get
hotel work.






Telephone GRamercy 5-3475

COMMITTEE ON RESETTLEMENT OF JAPANESE AMERICANS

Sponsored Jointly

by
The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America
The Home Missions Council of North America
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE in cooperation with GEORGE E. RUNDQUIST

BRI B SiCRsS The Foreign Missions Conference of North America s

hairman

- uiﬁ%—rﬁ'ﬁr 297 Fourth Avenue, New York, N. Y.

msn\:ekf. ;A&:::Es December 7, 1943.

JOHN W. THOMAS

lrs. Lawrence Steefel,
407 South 4th St.,
Minneapolis, Minn.

My dear Mrs. Steefel:

Thanks for your nice long letter and the information concern-
ing the continuing work of the Relocation Committee.

Mr. White wes in to see me yesterday. He is working now in
Harrisburg and so far has not been able to attract many evacuees to
his area for relocation.

The knowledge that there are friends like yourself through-
out the country working on evacuee resettlement is an inspiration to
us in New York, and you may be sure that we will do everything we
possibly can to help you continmue the good work.

I am leaving the city, to be gone for several weeks, so I
have not time for a longer letter, but my greetings are sincere.

Cordially yours,

George E. Rundquist
Executive Secretary.

GER/R.
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NEW AUDITORIUM

e Minneapolis Auditorium built fof
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"zrs. Grace Nayberg e :
Family “elfare Association ; ¢ iy 7 A N e
-‘ﬂinmapo 1s, Ninnesota g % Sty 2 R g e

Dear lirs. Mayberg:

I have soms further detalils for you regarding Mr, William Katos :
Bloom "rothers Company, 25 North 2nd Street Minneapolis reports .
that hs hos been in thelr employ for & porlod of three monthse = 0
He was given a leave for two wooks, when he went to Washington, - =
but otherwise has been very regudfiriin attendance until this f SR
weelk. Iow, thoy report, he £8 111, and has not been reporting WIS
for sever 1 dayse  They know nothing of ris sk 1113 in ofﬂ.ce work, ,;,_‘-' g
but think. trell of" him es a 3took "1erk. 3 SR

L

X

-Ina conversatlon with Prorasaor'_'mrold fuigley, coordinator "of

‘the Tniversity of Ninresota Language and Area Promm for the '

Far Fast I learned something of his interview with Ur. Kato.

Ne saw patient as a personal favor to Captain Paul Rush of

Cazp 3avage. (Pls 4471) TWe got the impression of a very disturbed
indivicduel ot that tiwe, Toaring that there micht be some mis-

unésr. wandm@ he made himself very cloar as to the proespects of Ur,
Kato's becoming a)wmenmber of his Japanoso Teaching steff, Fe told him
that his nzlish 1s 30 poor that thore would be dlfficulty for
Cauvcasian 'stm":ents 1n tnferstandins hime Fesald: "Iw will lot you know
i1f I can use you," There was nevor any prom-.se of employrent,

and Le never stated, as Ir Xato "o“orts, that he would never find
anyone as well traine_d for the work elsevhere.

- Ure. Quigley saye his menory is not too clear, btubt trat he believes
that *ir. Kato told him that he had been an informer, end that that
rel-tlonship to the Japanese goverpment wes causing him trouble. .
Fe says he doubts the man ever worked 1n the Japanose embaasye Tha
- being sor®thing probably impc si‘bl.e 0 'cloer, cannot bo&corrobomtad
iz B adviaed vorlw ,,,-té : te




5 v

© golng with him to see a doctor today. She balieves he is not
~ physically sick, but that his illness 1s due to his emotlonal
- conditlione Worker told her she hoped the{dhad found a good p
physiclanes She was evasive. Sald she would contact worker late
about the work, when she "knows where we ares” = ..

% S s FiY

10/0/43 Phome esll from Mr. Harold “Yann, WRA offlce (llain 8844
oxt 270} to whom the Salnt Paul Corimltteo , Krs Tarl Tanbarra,
bhad repsrted that Mr, and Wrs. Kato had appiied to them for
domestlic employmont. Fe says he will advise them that this type
of work is not advisable, and that the linneapolis Conmittee =
+3 handling the case through an established agency, and that
G he recomonds that the Ste. Paul Comittee withdraw from’ the case.

Ure Cuigley daised the quostion as to thithar Loth wexbers of the _
Kato fomily would not be better oif if ur. Xatc wore hospitalized
et rort Sneliing, where &s an honrably discharged 3oidler he is -
entitled to caree : : ¥ oS

Worker will contlnue Lo contact patiant's wife on employment .
es long as she cucn accept thise At present, Yrs, Kato seems to intend
‘intend to continue contact with worker, P e _ ST

Ll i

5 - Sincerely yours, : -
irse lawrence De Steefel ' . A

Volunteer Pluceuent Secretary, ool

“inneapolls Vapr llelocation Comaittee e
.-.‘.J'*I_r'n’
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815 - 16th Ave. S. E.

Minneapolis, Minnesota

December 17, 1943

Mrs. Steefel

United States Employment Service
407 South 4th Street
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Dear lrs. Steefel:

I wish to thank you most sincerely
for aiding me in obtaining my present position
with the National Conference of Christians and
Jews. I went for an interview lionday afternoon,
and since the conditions seemed favorable, I
started working right away.

Although this temporary work is sup-
posed to last until March 1, 1944, I accepted
this position with the agreement that the Coun-
cil was free to dismiss me before that date, if
they should finish the campaign, and I was free
to quit, if I should find permanent employment
in the meantime. Therefore, lrs. Steefel, if
any permanent position more in the bookkeeping
line should turn up, will you please let me
know by calling up the Council office?

Thanking you for your services, I
remain,

Yours very sincerely,
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COMMITTEE ON RESETTLEMENT OF JAPANESE AMERICANS

December 20, 1943,

Mrs. Lawrence Steefel,
407 South 4th St.,
Minneapolis, Minn.

Dear Mrs. Steefel:

There was an item in the NEW YORK TIMES yesterday, December
19th, concerning a request to the President from the West Coast Congres-
sional delegation that Dillon Myer be discharged,

This move is of particular interest to everyone concerned with
relocation, as it represents the same hysterical attitude of the West
Coast at the beginning of the war and which, apparently, has not abated
and permitted good sense and judgment to replace it. There seems to be
no realization of the principles that we claim to be fighting for, and
no regard for men as men, but a discrimination against people because
of the accident of ancestry.

As you know, the Western Congressional delegation (of which
Congressman Costello is a member. He also heads up the sub-committee
of the Dies' Committee which has been investigating the War Relocation
Authority) has been trying to prevent the relocation of the evacuees
and would like to ship every person of Japanese ancestry to Japan,
However, neither the Department of Justice nor the Army want to take
over the relocation camps and our laws do not permit us to exile citi-
zens because of the accident of birth. The things that they are pro-
posing would break down the security of all citizens if we as a govern-
ment would do as they request. Because they have not met with success
in their proposals, and many of their statements have been proven not
only exaggerated but untrue, the matter now resolves itself into one of
spite against the Director of the relocation program, whose head they
are demanding.

If you believe, as I do, that relocation is the best possible
solution to the problem created by the evacuation, I should like you to
express yourself to the President of the United States, to defend the
relocation program and the man charged with its direction; that you
also write your Congressmen of your interest in the evacuees who have
come to your community. If you get the other members of the committee
to do so, it will be very helpful. And it seems like a good idea from
time to time to ask the members of the committee to let their Congress-
men know that they are concerned that democracy be practiced at home
in Minneapolis and in the United States and that it not be based upon
the color.of a man's skin.

With best wishes for the Holiday Season, I am
Sincerely yours,

LZaﬂy«-?AL.E} rilg,rxalﬂir,u;APg‘

GER/R. GEORGE E. RUNDQUIST
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Dear Mrs, Steefel:

There was an item in the NEW YORK TILES yeséerday, December 19th, concern-
ing a request to the President from the West Coast Congressional delegation that
Dillon Myer be discharged.

This move is of particular interest to everyone concermed with relocation,
as it represents the same hysterical attitude of the West Coast at the begimning of
the war and which, apparently, has not abated and permitted good sense and judgmént
to replace it. There seems to be no realization of the principles that we claim
to be fighting for, and no regard for men as men, but a discrimination against people
because of the accident of ancestry.

As you lmow, the Western Congressional delegation (of which Congressman
Costello is a member. He also heads up the sub-committee of the Dies' Committee
which has been investigating the War Relocation Authority) has been trying to pre-
vent the relocation of the evacuees and would like to ship every person of Japanese
ancestry to Japan. However, neither the Department of Justice nor the Army want
to teke over the relocation camps and our laws do not permit us to exile citizens
because of the accident of birth. The things that they are proposing would break
down the security of all citizens if we as a govermment would do as they request.
Because they have not met with success in their proposals, and many of their state-
ments have been proven not only exagférated but untrue, the matter now resolves
itself into one of spite against the Director of the relocation program, whose
head they are demanding.

If you believe, as I do, that relocation is the best possible solution to
the problem created by the evacuation, I should like you to express yourself to the
President of the United Stetes, to defend the relocation program and the man charged
with its direction; that you also write your Congressmen of your interest in the’
evacuees who have come to your community. If you get the other members of the
committee to do so, it will be very helpful. And it seems like a good idea from
time to time to ask the members of the committee to let their Congressmen kmow that
they are concerned that democracy be practised at home in Himneapolis and in the
United States and that it not be based upon the color of a man's skin.

With best wishes for the Holiday Season, I am

Sincerely yours,

%#SQMM

GER/R. GEORGE E. RUNDQUIST




MINNEAPOLIS WAR RELOCATION COMMITTEE
*

December 30, 1943

Dear Friend:

I believe you will be interested in reading
the enclosed cepy of a letter from Mr, George Rundquist to
Mrs, Steefel, concerning the efforts of a certaln group to
gtrike at the War Relocation Authority through its Director,
Mr. Dillon Myer. _

The opposition to a thoughtful progrem for
resettlement and decentralization of the Japanese-American
group seems to stem from the same sort of thinking which
produced a Ku Klux Klan in America and a Nazi Party in
Germeny. Since such movements feed on successes, it seems
a good idea to starve this movement in infancy.

Will you please teke whatever action you feel
impelled to take after reading Mr. Rundquist's letter.

Sincerely yours,

G P o o

Chairman
Minneapolis War Relocation Committee
FR/w

P.S. Miss Martha Akard, Director, and the staff of the Twin
City Lutheran Hostel, 127 Clifton Avenue, extend a cordial
invitation to members of the Committee to the Open House on
January 3rd, one to five in the afternoon.
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Dear Christian Friend:

| REV. R. H. GERBERDING REV. WM. F. BACHER J. K. JENSEN CHAS. A. GOTTSCHALK REV. PAUL L. WETZLER
PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER STATISTIC TRANSPORTATION SECRETARY
100 EAST 22ND STREET 2131 NORTH 37TH STREET JANESYILLE, WISCONSIN 1636 DEANE BO VARD 610 WEST 28TH STREET
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN RACINE, WISCONSIN MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA ‘I
THE ENGLISH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD OF THE NORTHWEST
943
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT Deeember 21 * l::
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA
|
i

Announcement may now be made of something new that is a \
big addition to the life of our Church here in Minneapolis L
and in this country.

The Board of American Missions, aided by the W.M.S., has
set up a hostel for Japenese-Americans at 127 Clifton Avenue,
Minneapolis. This is a temporary stopplng place for pe?ple
released from the relocation centers by the War Relocation
Authority to find jobs and homes in thls section, It will be
opened for its task December 23rd:

Tt is the first definite expression our Church has made
of Christian kindness toward Americans of Japanese blood. It
grows out of our Christian fellowship with the brethren of our
Faith in our Japan Church, and looks forward to definite misslion
work among the people of their race here.

It is also a measure of loyal cooperation with a government
agency created to amelicrate a great injustice done a vast number
of loyal American citizens. It should be borne in mind Qhat :
there is no suspicion attached to any of the Nisel in the nilne
relocation centers where most of these people now are. All who |
are even suspected of dlsloyalty are in the Tule Lake camp, of
recent notoriety. That is the only "bad" one.

The property that houses thils enterprise and 1ts present
meagre furnishings were purchased by the Board of American
Missions.

The Lutheran Welfare soclety has shown its broad Christian
sympathy by taking title to the home, thus facilitating tpe real
estate transaction, and voting its whole-hearted cooperation in
making it a real Christian force.

The director is Miss Martha Akard, long-time head of the
Janice James school for girls in Kumamoto, Japan. She is
salaried by the W.M.S. of the U.L.C.A. She is already in the
Hosteli buildinz. Her televhone number 1is Atlantic 9786.

Tt has been a ra2al privilege to me to cooperate in setting
up this enterprise. I air ccunting on the help of all our
churches to make 1t a real eypression of our zeal for the
Kingdom of our Lord.

Cordially yours,

R%IG/MB . M‘{{M ""("/;%'

VICE-PRESIDENTS

PRESIDENT WISCONSIN CONFERENCE PRESIDENT WESTERN CONFERENCE PRESIDENT CENTRAL CONFERENCE I
REV. WM. NIEBLING

REV. W. H. CLEMENT REV. E. J. WACKERNAGEL '
1720 NORTH 75TH STREET 413 WEST LEWIS STREET 3148 40TH AVENUE SOUTH
WAUWATOSA, WISCONSIN LIVINGSTON, MONTANA MINNEAFOLIS, MINNESOTA

e
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Rochester, Minn.
December 27, 1943.

Dear Mrs. Steefel,

I am very much ashamed of my not writing to you sooner.
In fact, I have meant to get in touch with you before we left
idinneapolis but since we were so busy packing until the last
minute that I just had to leave without having time even to
call on no-one. I hope you will forgive ume.

We have been here at Dr. Wilder's for whole week now
and am glad to be able to say that we both like being here
very much. DBoth Dr. and drs. Wilder has been more than kind
to us and helped us very much in making- ourselves at home.

Kindly extend my thanks to both iiss ﬁaybérg and Miss
Eaton for their kindness shemm shown toward us when you see
thein next, thanks.

Thanks again for everything, best of health and wishes,

Sincerely,

/;“,, At
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: Telephone GRamercy 5-3475
COMMITTEE ON RESETTLEMENT OF JAPANESE AMERICANS
Sponsored Jointly
by
The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America
The Home Missions Council of North America
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE in cooperation with GEORGE E. RUNDQUIST
Hew ?Nmuoase The Foreign Missions Conference of North America il
airman . 10
e Ttsirer 297 Fourth Avenue, New York, N. Y.

ROSWELL P. BARNES
MARK A, DAWBER
JOHN W. THOMAS December 28, 1943

Mrs. Lewrence Steefel
407 South Fomrth Street
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Dear lrs, Steefel:

There was an item in the New York Times of Sunda;, December 12, reporting that
& petition to President Roosevelt wes being circulated awong West Coas® members of
Congress demanding the resignation of Dillon Myer, Director of the VWiar Relocation
Authority. This is an attempt to get rid of a fearless and able administrator who
has courageously and effectively carried out a task defined and assigned to him by
the Covernment of the United States.

As you know, a number of the West Coast Congressmen have been trying to prevent
the resettlement of the evacuees and would like to ship every person of Japanese
ancestry, regardless of citizemship, to Japan. Qur laws do not permit the deporte=-
tion of citizens because of the accident of ancestry, meither do they permit us to
detain citizens without trial; and neither the Army nor the Department of Justice
want to be responsible for the detention of the evacuees.

The relocation progrem has the endorsement of the Department of Justice, the
War Department and the War Manpower Commission; and because it is sound, it so far
he.s been eble to withstend the attacks of its opponents, who are largely the same
West Coast groups who were so insistent on getting rid of all people of Japanese
ancestry. Having failed to block the progrem, these pressure groups are now
endeavoring to get rid of the Director.

This is a matter of national interest and is not the exclusive concern of a
-few West Coast states. :

Japan has very effectively used in its propaganda the fact that not only aliens
of Oriental ancestry but citizens of Oriemtal ancestry are the only people in
Americae who have been placed in concentration camps, and that aliens and citizens
of European ancestry (those with.white faces) have not been evacuated from their
homes or placed in detention without hearings.

If you believe, as I do, that relocation is the best possible solution to the
problems created by the evecvation, I should like you to make some expression of '
your opinions to the President of the United States and to your local Congressmen



Mrs, Lawrence Steefel - December 28, 1943

and United States Senators in defense of the relocation program and in support of
the man charged with its direction. He has honestly and ably performed the job
assigned to him, and I have great admiration and respect for him. Will you enlist
the ccoperation of other members of your committee and other friendly people in
the commnity to make some expression of their opinions where they will be noticed,
that is, to their local Congressmen?

Since I have made the suggestion that you get in touch with your local Repre=-
sentatives in Congress, I would like to follow up with the thought that it would be
a good idea to assign to the members of your committee and to friends the task of
keeping your Congressmen informed of your interest in the resettled evacuees and
how they are adjusting themselves to the community; that, as individuals, you are
concerned that democracy be practieed at home, in the United States, and that you
believe that it is not based upon the color of a man's skin.

Sincerely yours,

-{%”'rf" & Rumndgucst

George E. Rundquist
Executive Secretary

P.S. Enclosed is a copy of a letter sent by the HOome Missions Council to the
President,

GER:cl
Enc,
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December 20, 1943

The President
Washington, D. C,

Dear Mr. President:

As the executive secretary of the Home Missions Council,
which represents twenty-three of the major demominations in
the work of national missions, I have been requested by the
special Committee on Administration of Japanese Christian Work
to write you protesting the attompts that are being made by
various agencies to dismiss Mr, Dillon S. Myer from the
directorship of the War Relocation Authority.

We represent a group of people who have been very close
to the relocation problem since its beginning. We have probebly
had more opportunity tham any other group in the United States
to judge the value of the services rendered by WRA, VWhile we
rocognize that mistakes have been made--by the very naturc of
the case this would be inevitable-we are convinced that these
are mistakes that arise out of a rapidly changing situation and
are not the result of inefficiency., We give our unqualified
endorsement ¥o the leadership and program of WRA and request
your very careful consideration of this statement of confidence
as you take under advisement the question of the future leader~
ship of this important agency,

Yours very truly
(signed) Mark Dawber

. For the Committee on Administration of
s Japanese Christian Work

cc - George E, Rundquist
CGordon K. Chapman
Ee Do KOhlﬂtedt
Bishop Reifsnider
Dillon S. Myer
Religious News Service - Mr., Duggan
John W, Thomas
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Der Doctor Zimmermen: A ' iR

i I ‘enclose the copy of some meterial concerning & surgeon uho 18 an =
il _ hmericam of Jsepanese descent. This men is still in ome of the Relocatiun
Centers, or concentration camps to waich ell Jepanese fnericems in the
vest Coast Area Commend were relocated im the sroing of 1942. EHe is
interested in sny ressoneble opportunity which might be offered him
to reesteblish himaelf normelly sgain. P

ir. Reese, thirman of the Minneapolis Comaittee has
of this meterial to Ir. Vengensteem. £lthough three
hes been no answer &g yet.

If you heve eny suggesticne wmhich we might offer Dr. Iki, I shculd be grete“ulh
for them. If opoortunities could be mede for him ne would plen to come on
“or interviews if thet seened cdesireble. '

Tais you friecénly greetings from the Steefels, ¢nc best wishes for & Good New
v * i I
.l-ear. » s : - ot

L ' Eincerely yours, ; 3 4E?QT'

/ , Mre. Lawrence D, Steefel 3 % ,;f
gt Volunteer Placement Secretery, i
i o B i!inneapolis, Ver Pelochtion CQnmittee.-lr
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