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RESETTLEMENT OF JAPANESE AMERICANS IN MINNESOTA

March 5, 1956
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At Japanese Dinner

A sukiyaki dinner Sunday in_ the home of Mr.
and Mrs. Earl Tanbara, 218 S. Avon, preceded the
presentation of some important records of the Jap-
anese American community to the Minnesota Histori-
cal society. Russell Fridley, left, director of the His-
torical society, is served a Japanese salad by Mrs.
| Tanbara and Howard Nomura, St. Paul chairman of
the Twin City board of managers of the Japanese
American community.—Staff Photo.

'ST. PAUL DISPATCH

! Society Gets

Important
Records

A contribution of importance |
o the history of the people uf|
Minnesota was made Sunday
when recor®s of the Twin City
Japanese American community,
the latest ethnic group to settle
here as citizens of the state,
were presented to the Minne-
sota Historical society.

The presentation teok place

|at a sukiyaki dinner served at |
|4 p. m. at the home of Mr. and
| Mrs. Earl 'Tanbara, 218 South

Avon. Preceding the dinner,
Russell Fridley, director of the |
historical society, and Miss |
Lucile Kane, curator of manu-
scripts, conducted a group of |
the donors on a behind-the-
scenes tour of the historical |
building where they were shown
the methods which the society
uses to preserve, and make
available for reference, the re-
source materials collected in its
107 years as official custodian
of the state's history.
The donated recor.:, .
ered from many places, con-
tain all information that

could be found on the group's
settlement in this area, most-
ly during and after World
War II — housing, employ-
ment, naturalization, adjust-
ment fo new surroundings,
and progress. These will be
augmented from time to time
so0 that complete historical
background material will be
available for reference and
research purposes.
Responsibility for gathering
the records and for the present-
ation was assumed by the Twin
City Board of Management of

munity center, 2200 Blaisdell,
Minneapolis, of which Earl Tan-

and whose officers are: Howard
Nomura, St. Paul, chairman;
Frank Kohout, vice chairman;
George Yoshino, treasurer: Miss
Reike Honda, recording secre-
tary; Miss Rudy Harada, cor-
responding secrefary, all of
Minneapolis. Rev, Andrew Oftani
recently succeeded Rev. Dai-
suke Kitagawa as director of
the center,

bara, of St. Paul, is a member, |
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| iecan
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The Japanese American Com- |
munity center was started in|
the late forties under the aus- |
pices of the Episcopal Diocese
of Minnesota, who own the
building and provide the ser-
vices of the director, but both
|the upkeep of the building and
| program development are in the
|hands of the board of manage-
ment. While the ecenter was
started to answer the immed-
iate needs of the Twin City
Japanese Americans, the phil-
|osophy from the first has
been fo use the center as a

n'lueans wherebv the groun can
also make a contribution to

the whole Twin City commu-

nity, especially in the field of

human relations.

| Its program in both areas has |

|been so successful that the|

board is trying to devise wa}‘si
|

| |and means of enlarging the fa-

| cilities to

It take care of the rapid- |
|y '
|

expanding needs. |
That part of the program
especially devoted to the Jap-
anese American group has |
included the United Citizens
league, concerned with the |
political education of the

E Nisei (American born of Jap-

anese parentage) as an Amer-
citizen, the naturaliza-
tion of the Issel (the Japa-
nese born), elimination of ra-
discrimination; and a
credit union; providing a
meeting place for religious
groups such as the Twin
dJapanese  Christian
church, an interdenomina-
tional Protestant congrega-
tion of Japanese speaking
people; and also for a reli-
gious group of the Buddhist
faith.

Its work in the larger field of
human relations includes pro-
viding a meeting place for and
working with American Indians,
Inc. and the Chippewa council:
also the 'Rainbow club, an
interfaith, interracial group
whose emphasis is on healthy

the Japanese American Com-|  family relations.




St. Paul YWCA

newsletter

Number 3 April 1972

RUTH TANBARA TO LEAVE ST. PAUL YWCA STAFF

All the arts, all the crafts, all the loveli-
ness combined with usefulness. Ruth Tanbara,
YWCA staff member since 1942, personifies that
which she has worked with for the past thirty
years.

She's leaving the YWCA in July: '"But," she
says quickly, "I'll be a volunteer; I plan to
help with the Holiday Sale." That sale is the
big one in November at the YWCA. Ruth's creative
designs in holiday decorations are produced by
the crafts workshops and have been the most in-
demand items for years.

Ruth looks very much as she did thirty years
ago when she came with her husband Earl from the
west coast to live in St. Paul. She began as a
volunteer - now she'll continue as one. Ruth Tanbara

She is one of the
most versatile women
we have ever known.
Let's attempt a partial You are invited
list. She is a Home
Economist with a Mas- to hear
ters degree. She is a
gardener, flower ar- today's woman unwrap tomorrow
ranger, glove maker,
gourmet cook, foods
expert, diver (:), at the 64th Annual Meeting of St. Paul's
photographer, tour YWCA on Wednesday, April 26, at 6:00 p.m.
leader, world traveler, Informal buffet supper is $2.00 in the
hand-crafter, artist, room with the fireplace on second floor.
interior designer, and Shuttle bus from Harriet Island will run
most valued, well-or- continuously from 5:30 p.m. Reservations
ganized, committed pro- can be made until noon April 25.
fessional staff member.

(continued on page 2)
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It was also noted by the |
Bibliographical Service |
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nese periodicals.
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The editor wrote.
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Dr. Harry Hatasaka
Governor of NC-WN. re
cently called our attention

to the fact that the official |

maps of the U.S. Depart
ment of Interior, Geologic-
al Survey, identifies a
creek in central Ore

“Jap Creek”. Thrc
Washington JACL off
request was madi
Oregon representatives
and senators fo help re
move the offensive
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Upon researching the files,
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terior in December,
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“Bull Creek”. The records
noted that at one time the
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with the Distriet Ranger of
the area. The change t{¢
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more recently.

Ted Inouye, Supervisory
Cartographer, in Fremont,
California, who has per-
sonally made efforts fo re
move the term, “Jap” from
U.S. maps. reported that
the change from “Jap
Creek” to “B Creek”
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St. Paul YWCA dedicates tiny garden
In honor of its longtime secretary

DEAN S. POTTER
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St. Paul Sund:

Asian art
given to
museum

A wedding robe of
heavily embroidered silk
with ibis metifs is worn
by Ruth (Mrs. Earl) Tan-
bara, trustee of Minne-
sota Museum of Art,
who is standing at the;
Moongate entrance to
the Weyand Room of the
Asian Galleries. The

"~ye was among recent
siits of Asian Art by Mr.
and Mrs. Louis Weyand
to the Permanent Col-
lection of the museum.
Other gifts were a Phoe-
nix bird of wood over-
laid with carved ivory

;and  semi-precious

! stones and a carved coral

- female deity Mrs. Tan-

~bara is holding. — Staff

Photo by Buzz Magnu-
son

‘Buffet lunch to observe

Japanese boys festival

Members of Minnesota Museum
of Art and the Japanese division
of 3M Language Society will ob-
serve the National Japanese Boys’
Festival at a buffet luncheon
Thursday in the Asian Galleries of
the Permanent Collection Gallery,
305 St. Peter St.

Dr. Robert J. Poor, museum Cu-
rator of Asian Art, will review
some of the recent gifts to the
museum's permanent collection
by Mr. and Mrs. Louis F. Weyand,
San Francisco, formerly of St.
Paul. Prior to his retirement in
1962, Mr. Weyand was executive
vice president and director of
sales for 3M.

Honored guests will be the Hon.
W. Soren Egekvist, Consul Gener-
al of Japan at Minneapolis, and
Mrs. Egekvist. Also on the guest
list are James Thwaits, president
International Operation, 3M Co.,
and Mrs. Thwaits; George Hegg,
area vice-president, Australia,
Asia and Canada, 3M Co., and Mrs.
Hegg; Dr. Kjell Hagemark, presi-
dent of the 3M Language Society,
and Mrs. Hegemark; Burt Sagawa,
3M Language Society Japanese

Councilor, and Mrs. Sagawa; Rich-

ard Piper, past president and
Charter member of the 3M Lan-
guage Society, and Mrs. Richard

People Here
And There

Piper, coordinator of the 3M Lan-
guage Society.

Malcolm E. Lein, president and
executive director of the museum,
will preside and Otto Theuer, di-
rector of the Permanent Collec-
tion Gallery, will introduce the
program. Co-chairmen are Mrs.
Earl Tanbara, museum director,
and Mrs. J. Emmett Ryan, muse-
um volunteer.

Reservations must be made by
Tuesday with the receptionist at
the Permanent Collection Gallery.

MAJOR FUNDRAISER for the
NAACP Legal Defense and Edu-
cational Fund, Ine., will be the
Black/White Ball at 9 p.m. Satur-
day at the Hotel Leamington, Min-
neapolis.

Honored guests at the ball, the
first fundraiser for the legal de-
fense fund in this area since 1966,
will be singer and actress Diahann
Carroll and Ghana’s Ambassador
to the United States Samuel E.
Quarm.

Entertainment will be by Pres-
ervation Hall Jazz Band from
New Orleans and the Hall broth-
ers of Mendota.
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J apanese American activist Ruth Tanbara turned 100 on October 15. Her birthday was celebrated
October 14 at Sakura Restaurant in downtown Saint Paul. Linda Hashimoto van Dooijeweert and -
Yoshi Tani are pictured with Ruth at the celebration. Tani and Tanbara both wrote short '
autobiographies about themselves in Reflections—Memoirs of Japanese American Women in -
Minnesota and van Dooijeweert wrote her late mother’s, Haruko Hashimoto, biography for the same

book. Van Dooijeweert and Tani are members of the planners and organizers of the event. The event
had been planned for a long time. and on a day that is reached by only a few, Ruth accepted

being honored with humbleness, gratitude and warm smiles. See story page 7. Photo by Dean S. Potter. -
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In New Delhi, lndla Gmremor Tlm Pawlemy participated at
the Starkey Hearing Foundation’s “So the World May Hear”

Mission to India. Governor Pawlenty is shown assisting
with fitting a hearing impaired child with hearing aids
for the first time in his life. In the background is
Bill Austin, Founder and CEO of Starkey Laboratories, Inc.
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