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Series of three talks on the Indians of Minnesots

given over WCCO, Minneapolis,.in 1932

by Frances Densmore

under the auspices of the D.A.R..

Feb, 23, Sioux and Chippewa Music
Mar, 2, Chippewa chiefs

Mar, 9, Chippewa stories and industries




Radio talk No, 1. Feb, 23, 1932, Sioux and Chippewa Music

The American Indian was our first musician vet we seldom think
of him in that 1lizht, Indian music in Minnesota is inherited from
two great tribes-- the Sio¥x and the Chippewa, The native names are

English
Dakota and Ojibway but I use the/mames by which they are commonly known
for the Indians are all Amevicans now, Other tribes lived here long
ago but left no songs. When the Chippewa came from northern Wisconsin
thelr hardest fighting was with the Sioux-- those splendid warriors of
the plains,. A few bands of Sioux remain in the southern part of the
state, but the northern part of Minnesota was entirely taken over by
the Chippewa,

The Indians knew how to make peace as well as war, When the

Sioux and Chippewa made peace they smoked the peace pipe-- a publir and

most impressive g¢fgWgiy/ proceeding. The warriots ofithe fio tribes

came toward each other with the women walking in front of then..
Everybody sang in praise of the warriors on the opposite side.. The
tune was the same and each tribe sang the words in its own language.
The words meant "He is a great leader," and the Sioux put in the names
of the Chippewa warriors while the Chippewa put in the names of the
Siouxs varriors, Over and over they sang the song, putting in
ferent words, Thus the Chippewa might put in the nemes of Little
Crow and Shakopee, using their Chippewa names,while the Sioux put in
the names of Bugonegijig and Wabejic, whom we know as Hole-in-the-day,
Great Marten, 'hen both tribes fired their guns into the air and did

not reload, this being a disarmqment conference, .Next, the tribe that

had asked for peace sent forward a man carrying a pipe. He held the
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powl bowl in his hands and offered the stem to each leader of the other
side while the people sang a song about the peace-pipe. The other tribke
did the same, and when all the leading warriors had puffed the pipe of
former enemies they shook hands, The tribes camped near each
so as to get acquainted. They danced together, and eaih learned
and dnces from the other, This was a pleasant interlude, but the
did not always last long.

The native religion of the Chippewa is commonly known asthe Grand
Medicine; the native name is the Midewiwin, This religion made such
an impression on some of the Mdewakonton Sioux that they adopted it,
calling it the MedicinelLodge: I have recorded songs of this Medicine
Lodge and it 1s interesting to find them different in structure from
the Chippewa songs though the ceremonies are quite similar,

The Sioux have a pleasant custom of singing songs in honor of

their great men and I recorded two songsﬁn honor of Gabrigi Renville, head

chief of the Sisseton and Wahpeton bands of Sioux, the songs being recordd
by his son, ,Moses Henville, You may remember that Gabriel HRenville was
chief of the scouts under General Sibley and went to Washington with the
makers of the freaty of 1867. His Sioux name was Tipiwakan, meaning Holy
House, One of the songs in his honor has ‘hese words-- "Holy House has
said, a soldier am I, It is but a short time I have to live,"

Another Sioux song which I recorded is about a man named Fierce

Face-~- Itehinyanza, fHle, with some other Sioux, fired on some white men

who had lost their way in the Red River country and entered on territory
where the Sioux war parties were in the habit of going. The Sioux
mistook the white men for enemies and fired, killimg one or more of

them, Fierce Facfwas the only onethat the chiefs could find afterward
and they knew he ought to be punished by the white man's law, So Fierce

Face went alone to his Judgement, to show the good faith Sioux,
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He went without escort from one camp to another down the Minnésota

River , then down the Mississippi River to Prairie du Chien where he gave
himself up to the authorities.. XL/LA/24IA/BAL/AE/ALEA/ IR/ b¥XEBYL At eb
eacn camp the Indians sang a song to cheer and pridise hi nd it had these

words-- "Fierce Face, you should not run away. Your friends, (the white

1

men) have borrowed you.," It 1s said that he died in prison, but his

name and deed are preserved by this song. The record of this sopg
the collection at the Library of Congress,
study of Indian music for the Bapreau of American Ethnology
on Leech Lake, in 1907, There I became acquainted
0old men who were members of the Midewiwin and they
sang 1ts songs for me, which was a great honor., These songs are
represented by little drawings, or mnemonics, on birchbark wnich is khe
nearest to a musical notation that the Indians ever had. A person
familiar with the symbolism am knowing the songs can sing a song when
he sees the picture,
+ne Chippewa doctors sang when they treated the sick. They did
medicine but they always sang, and sometimes the words
told the sick person that he would surely recoveer. A song
recorded by Najobitun of Leech Lske and the words
are,"You will recover. You will walk again. It is I who say it, My
power is
The Chippewa had many songs connected with mazie and all
A
spirit also
lived up to certazin requirements..
power back of him, and he had his own songs, but the old @dgdf

dicine men Led lives of strict discipline,




Some men ha >s that gave success in hunting, so they
get deer, ‘ for success in war, or in
call it gembling but to the Indian
regular way by which he increased his
aling horses from the Sioux, In these practical
see the difference between Indian music and our own,
Iheir music was not art in our sense of the term, it had & purpose.
Of course there were social dances with e commonplace songs, but I
am speaking of the best musig] sung by those we would call the best
people,
The Indian love songs presented

standardized that they

of love songs among the Chippewa-- 0O y old, another dating
Vi

2 oy . : L =2 \
s hundred years and another comparatively moaern. lﬂQXEld form of

love song was used in connection with a charm, such as a little wooden
image and a bit of the hair of jhe person to be ‘fected by it. Such

songs were repreented by little pictures, like the Grand Medicine SoOnNgs.

T

All those I recorded were sung by women and were SONgES of attraction,

The second form of lowe songs were plaintive, Some of these were broughit
from Madeline Island about 90 years ago, and were recorded by Mrs.
Julia Spears and Mrs. Mary Warren English, sisters of William Warren,
one of
the historian of ti ippen The words of/Mrs, English's songs
are very poetic and are as followse- "I thought it was a loon but it was
my lover's splashing oar, He has gone to Sauit Marie,
an 1 see him," I was fortvnate in obtaining a number of these

plaintive love songs from the older people. The third class of love

songs, strictly modern, are of no value, They are sung in an artificial

-t ne -~ 3." ~ o " 4 < - -]
one, something like crooning, and are always about disappointment ot a

chenge in affection,

(FTHRS)




Do not think that an Indian singer knows

good Indian singer knows several hundred songs

A3 old man at White Earth na

%

not near the end of

You do not really hear Indian music:unless you have t

Chle ztmosplhere

village
singing alone with

'ning the National




Radic talk No. 2, March 2, 1932, Chippewa chiefs

custom of the Sioux Indians

is sung and the men who

custom, Before

sing their song.

sing their

f Superior,
succeeded his fat
#isconsin, He was born in 17
extel iding over the
great warrior

partyhe joined or le vas successful,

Fitx Indisns in the battle

came from Wisconsin, some




east 250 miles in their
There they were
a great victory for
as so heavy that they
never returned to fight agasin,
The Chippewa were alweys friendly to the French but the
tide turned and White Fish was a ilzagara wh the French garrison
surrendered the English under Sir Willism hnston ihe
picturescue, the Indiasns offerin
rom the English, Tradition says
Fisher received & silver g@rget from Sir Willimm Johnston,
visited Sir Jchn:fonft his home in New.York and
mentioned him in a lgtter, saying"I took particulsr
a, since which he has behaved well, and now came
to be informed of my sentiments on the uneasy state of the Indians to

westward, He told me his people would quietly wait his return before
took any resolutions.™
White Fisher was like Pontiac and Tecumseh in his suspicion
of the white man At Soo Stv Marie there lived an Irishman named
Johnston who was famous for his intelligence and polished manners. <{his
wan wanted to marry White Fisher's dsughter and the chief said, "

man, I have noticed your behaviol, it has been correc

your COIOﬂﬁs deceitful., You say you are going to Montreal, Go,

if you return I shall be satisfied of your sincerity and will give

my daughter,” iith the politwe manners went to Monteeal,

came back, and married the daughter of White Fiche the Chippewa chief,

A

A daugnhter of this marrisge became the #ife of Henry, R. Schoolchfja

who wrote so much about the Indians and =heis '
-~fieé Indliens and about of the country,
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chiefs held that office by inheritance.
Somg were chosen by th and tribe and some prominent Indilans rece iww{
the title of chief from the Government, Such & men in Minnes
no way connected
recelved a medal
sub-chief on the Upper Mississippi. It
to prominent Indiens, on important gccasions

and the traders heir filvorites for thst honor, It is seid

thel Waite Fisher, however,,was given his medal "solely for the strikingly

mild and pleasant e 258 ] f his face,? He must. have been an
early politician!
This man. Whi Fisher, had a son named Wabanaquot who is still
Wabanaquot, meaning White Cloud,
Mississippil Chippewa after Hole-in-the-
killed, 2 had been the eading warrior under Hole-in-the-day, and
jas elected to take his pla Nabanaquot was a great orator znd fa
Charles Wright, an Episcopal cleirgpman new—tiwirg at Cass
te of Minnesotz erected a monument ovir the grave of
an honor which bhe state has given to no other Indian,
The Chippewa around Leech Lske have been known as the Pillager
Band since 1781, hﬂVéL% gained that name by a ratn r.ﬁ%pleasant in
loosely connected with the Mississippi Chippewa and
made treaties Dy themselves, Their great chief was Flat Mouth--
Eshkebugokoshe-- who was born in §774 and lived to be more than 90 years
of zge, highly respected by both white men and Indians Flat Mouth
a chief by inheritance, His father, named Yellow Hair, was not sa

gaineds ascendency over the village by his knowledge of medicines,




opening of the wa
to join the British but Flat Mouth sent back the wampum belts saying he
would as soon ask the white men to aid him in his wars as tzke part in a
qual®rel between the whites.
His son succeeded him as chief and was commonly called Flat
Mouth but his na was Nigenibines, which means "Ledding bird of prey."
This man died at Onigun,on Leech Lake,dn July,1807, The ceremonies of

-he Grand Medicine, or native religion, were held during his last hours.

1 was peaenﬂduring those ceremonies and heard the songs by the old

medicine men, sung in deepest sincerity and affection for the dying
chief, Later I W% allowed to teke a photograph of Niganibknes as he
lay in state, wearing his war r#gxlhﬁahd with hi run beside him. Later
I sew him buried under the pines he loved -- the last chizf of: the
Pillagers,

At the time when Flat jas chie " the FPillager Band

sn equally femous man who was chief of the Mississiy

yi Band--

whose Chippewa name was Bugonegijig. History tells us

toagether at Fort Snelling for a council in 1827, The

of Hole-in-the-day had the same name, succeeded him a2s chief, and was

sadssinated by men his own band in 1868, His war perties renged
re Minnesote River, fignting the Sioux, I recorded a song of one
tles at Shakopee's village, the song being recorded by one of his
leading warriors,
Lhe name Wadena was held by chiefs at both Gull Lake and
Mille Laes. The Wadeha for wihom the town was named is sald to have been
AAEV A

chief of the Otter Tail Band. He was strictly conservative and memver

man's style of clothing, I saw him in 1907 and




him, wearinghis blanket with native dignity and grace.

ent type of man was Mejakigijig who was made a chief at ®hite

wag: a tall, fine-looking man and wore a frock coat given him

hop Whipple. At the dance on the 1l4th of June, at White Earth,

however, he appeared in full Indian eegaliz, with feathers,, and bright
beadwork glistening in the sun, Nlejekigijig was the last survivor of
the representatives of the tribe who ected White Earth as the zbode of

the Chippewa under the treaty of 186

7

. He went to Washington several

times on tribzl business and 1 knew him there S we as on the

reservation, 1 , one of niqha:t 7ears, he told me of his dream

as a boy. e fasted 5 days and nights
oloux,
Wfhen the Chippewa meet in council at the presert time it

is Tbe young men who rise and talk, I remember many oldgen whom 1, even
in my limited contact with the trib have seen in tribal councils and
who have passed away, The Indians have a respect for old age much
greater than that of the whit 3¢ Perngps they sometimes seem to
hear the voices of those old chiefs saying,

e are the dead chiefs, sitting beside you in the council,

watching by your campfire,
! famd. - 1 .
Ne are come from thelhﬁd of the spirits--come to help you and
to tell you again
That with the Indians there will always be mysterious spirits
hile the grass grows and the water runs,

Courage, our children, courage,

The dead chiefs have spoken to you.




k 3, March 9, 1932 Chippewa stories and
ke ol o < : industries

The American Indians had a wonderful background for their
tories and it was a background with which they were familiar, The
es that lived by the ocean had stories about strange creatures

lived in the water, and those that lived near the mountains had

about little people who lived in tiny stone houses, far up the
mountains, and they said, "If you see a light under the trees, on the
mountain, it may be a light in the little man's stone house,M Their
Cories did n ate a background, they put imaginery beings into

the background that everyone knew about, and no tribe had a lovelier
background than the Chippewa,. amid the pines and white birches and
shining lakes of northern Minnesota,

Long ago I heard the Chippewa stories told by the light of a
campfire-- told late at night by an old Indian-- far from civilization.
The fire light shone on the thick pine trees and overhesd were the
brilliant stars-- to me it was picturesque but the Chippewa felt so

mucn more than is possible for a white person, They knew about the

wood-spirit that lives in 1 woods and breaks off a branch to warn
its friend if there is%@nger ahead, Wnen the northern lights flamed up
the sky, a Chippewa knew the o0ld story that they are spirit warriors

dancing, and that the colonis their oright head-dresses, moving up and

they dance, nd irit lived in the wzter

used to put an offering in the water if they

wanted to cross and found the lake was rough? The water spirit

was not angry. It only happened that the people came when the ‘water
nwas rough, but someone who was a friend of the iater-spirit could ask,
as a favor, that the waves would quiet down and

Every Indizn tribe puts into its own

personage known as a ew ré hero., e is
i 74
(6172 2
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power to overcome difficulties, end he teaches them how to do so.
He ususlly has & sense of humor, doing things with a smlile because
they are so easy for him,.and lettimg the people play kokes on him,.
pretending he 1s not so capable as he is, because he knows he can
show his full power in the end,
The stories told around our campfires, > long ago, were
about Winabojo, the hero of stories all the Alponguin tribes,
under various names, such as Nanabush and Nanabijou, Probably you
know the story of Winabojo and the ducks, how he made the ducks dance
ith their eyes shut, telling ] their eyes would be red if they BEERX
opened them, So the ducks danced, while Winabojo sang, and one after
another he popped them into bag. At last a little hell-diver duck gel
happening and cried "Winabojo is killing us.

had said,, the eyes hat sort of ducks

is a hidden meaning in these old

yere two currents of thought among the Indians, one being very

deep and full of subtle wisdom, The old men knew that Winabojo was

a personification of Life ,znd his tricks were to show that Life
is stromger than all its enemies, When Winabpjo seemed to be defeated
and then came out victorious they recognized 1t as the triugph of Life
itself-- not the trick of z funny man. Ninabojo gave the Indians
the knowledge of their best medicines so their lives would be prolonged,
gndégltaugnt the animsls all their tricks of escape, andﬁ@ve them their
protective coloring so that their lives would be prolonged. He called
His own life was 8o strong that he
:r they thought he was killed, and he

anything he liked, because the life in him




was so strong. [here 1s a vast number of stories about Winabojo and
his doings,
what they called the First
which they say was "rig around here," At that time the Indians had no
clothing, they iake fi : they did not know how
to prepare their food, All this wa gl by a messenger from the
master of. life, uch stories are ] 5 1 cosmic significance,
new type of stories came e Chippewa with the coming of
the white man, They say that the wives of early settlers told
duropean falry stories to the Indiens, who of course adapted them and
retold them in Chippewa, These were called adizoke, and some were: told
to me Dby ﬁaiggans, a lame man at White Earth who spoke practically no
gnglisn, One of his stories contained 1600 words, and I probably did
not get it all. It went on and on, about a boat that we nstantly from
place To place and a boy who was so great that a cannon was fired with
Ihere was a beautiful maiden in it who . was going
country and a man said, "Tomorrow you will start in a
large voat, with two flags and two cannoh. You will take ten
thousand men with you, and eight officers and five hundred sailors who
know all about the ship in case you get into a war." Evidently some
stories had come to the Indians about slavery forthe story said that s
m&n saw & negro whipping a white woman with a great pine tree, He
rescued ner, of course, and she was the beautiful maiden who was
oMU
recurned to ner @w country in the ship with two flags, two carnon and

elght officers,

I found Indian versioms of Cinderella, who lived in & wigwam,

sitting under the smoke hole or beside the hearth, and also recognized

blg Claus, and other Hans Anderson fairy




tales changed to the Indian background.

Tne customs that I will tell you about are those ofl the
jpdustrial year. I might tell you the customs of he life of an
individual, from the ceremonial naming of a baby to the erecting of a
wooden marker at a men's grave, with the drawing of the man's dodem, ar
spirit animal, on the marker, upside down to show that the man was dead.,
Or we might consider the customs of war, with its dog feast before the
gen started out, and the scalp dance after they came nome,. The
Chippewa are wonderfully interesting people in every pnase of their life,
but we are industrially minded at present to I will take that series,

The Chippewa took up one industry after another, through the
year, One of my best informants on this sbject was Nidinens, a member

. - s i . PUNT ;
of the Mille Lacs band, and she sald that when sne was %bag her £ther kept

count of the deg#on a stick, je had a stiek long anough to last & year,

and he always began a new stick in the fall. He cut & notch for the
first day of he new nd a small notch for each of the othem days.
She began her story at ti when her father began a new counting
grkel;

The food gethered in the summer and fall wes carefully stored
away and the women wove mats for the sides of he wigwm and to put on the
ground, doing 211 this in the competent way of the old Indian women,

!
les
Her home was at Mille Lscs, and when the #e froze on the lake ey started

forthe winter hunt, going to a place where they thought there would
plenty of game There were six familles in her little group, and

had a big fire in the middle ofthe camp, and overThe fire was a huge
rack for drying the meat that was brought in by the hunters, The hides
were tanned with the hair on,and were spread on cedar boughs along the
edge of the wigwam. The children sat on these soft hides in the

evVening, wpije t r;é%ig‘tjﬁua&k{

d to tﬂem’




evening while their father talked to them, telling them that they must

be kind to the poor and old,.and other things that a Chippewa chi

In the early spring the Chippewa w ne maple sugar camps
the most enjoyable social even he J A few
femilies were together in this, as 1 Chippewa industries, The

comen got out the birchbarkutensils that had been stored the previous

season and the big brass kettles bought from the English traders, and the

L]
ten pails from the American traders.. The meple trees were tapped and

the suger making began, This was near Mille Lacs, and the men cut
.. Xoe
holes in the ke and caught fish which supplied the camp with food, while
some were dried over the fire..
Nnhen the Bugar making was done, the Chippewa went to

where they made gardens, planting popatoes, corn and pumpkins, There
other

was a ceremony for success in this as in every/activity for ibe people
locked to the 1d € in the Midewiwin, or native religion, for help in
egverything they did.

In the spring they had pigeons to eat, and a little later the
plueberries,. gooseberries and June berries were ri a g the lake shore.
Housekeeping was not so easy as it might see

pusy storing whatever frult or vegetable

el

There was fishing all the year round, and in late summer came

the gathering and dryving of vegetables, All summer the old medicine

men and women were gathering and drying herbs so they would have a good
supply of medicines and remedies of &ll sorts,
In the fell they gathered wild rice, which wasibe staple

article of food among the Chippewa, Each femily or small group of

families had a porti £ a vice field 2 4 i near
awllies had a portion ol & Tice field, wutlined by stakes :_nc.._itnere

co

they camped. Barly in the morning arted for the rice
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field, and a camoeful of rice was considered a day#®s work, the
kernels being knocked into the canoe, leaving the stalks standing, with

seame prt of the

any kernels that were not guite ripe. So they would go over the/rice
field several times until enough had been gathered, They always let
some fall into the water for seed, or strewed it on the water, There
are many stages in the process of preparing wild rice, commonly called
"making™ the rice, snd everyone in the cawp had something to do,

Then came the duck hunting, and the venison to eat with the wild
rice. There was good hunting and trzpping all through Minnesota in
those days,and the Chippewa hunters got deer, moose, foxes and wolves,
Before the Chippewa Bd steel traps they caught the otter with nets made
of nettle-stalk fiber, and slso caught rabbits with nets, Various
sorts of home-made traps were used for catching mink, marten, bears
and other animals,

There was a great variety in Chippewa industries and each

called for the best powers of both men and women because the comfort

of the home and the health of the people depended on thelr success,

After 2 while the wild rice was stored, the hunting season
was complete, and the time came/;gﬁnthe-ﬁther of Nodinens would cut
another long stick, ready to noteg the days of the next year, with a
big notch for the first day of the new moon and a little notch for each

of the other days,

And now the €f¢ Chippewa Indians and I will
bid you ferewell,
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