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Prelude to the Study of Indian Music in Kinnesota

by Frances Densmore

A large undertaking does not begin abruptly but the events
that lead up tp it are seldom included in its stery. My present
purpose is to relate a few events that led to my study of Chippewa
and Sloux music in Hinnesota and to pay tribute, as far as possible,
to friends, both white and Indian, who made possible the beginning
of that work,

In 1896 a Canadian Chippewa from Walpole Island, Ontario,
entered Seabury Divinity School at Faribault, Minnesota,
Ur, Alford A, Butler, then warden of Seabury, knew of nmy
Indian music and told me of this student, His Chippewa name
Kah-o-sed, meaning "Hunter," a2nd he wanted to use the English
equivalent but Dr, Butler advised him to retain his Chippewa n:

Leter, as the I Bdwa Coley Kah-o-sed he was in charge of missions

on the Red Lake and White Ea=rth reservations, There he encouraged

ided the begimnnins of my work among the Chippewa

A

A personal accuaintance with the Rt, Rev, Henr
ihipple, Bishop of Minnesota, and an interest in the missions of the
Eplscopal Church opened the y to other contacts

The Rev, Joseph A, Gilfillan was in charge of St,

¥hite Barth ard a Gorrespondence regarding Christm:

Indians led to a plea:ant personal friendship,

knowledge of the idioms of the Chippewa langmage ard in 1908, when he
had retired from active work and was living with his son in Washington,

explained the mesning of ecertain difficult Chijp
rscorded with their songs., He zlso interpreted for
Chippewa who enacted part of a Midewiwin (Grand

ceremony at my first lecture in Washington.




th a delegation on tribal business and, having known me on the
reservation, consented to do this as 'a The lscture
the Anthropological Society of Washington, at tha Cosmos Club,
My first eontact with the Chippewa was in 1801 when
Margaret and I went to
othar ftourists we went
a few mixed-blood Chippews,
to gather blueberries on it,
Grand Marais, HMinnesota, where
first time, This ms jas Caribou, z well-kneown gulde, who
called on a mecdicine msn named Shingibls and on seversl other
The Indians posed for photographs, we crossad
harbor in Caribouts leaky b ©hbark canoe,
agdventure,
From Grand liarais we went by boat to | Arthur, Ontario, where

Pigeon

River Lumber Compan He ha  a "tin in the Hudson

Bay country and told interesting stories of his experience in that
region, More and more clearly I was hearing the call of
wilderness, At the close of our stay at Arthur, Mr, Finger
sald that he was taking his wife and =& Grand Portage, Hinnesotla,
and invited us to joinm the party, Portag a8 on r way back
to Duluth and we accepted the invitati

River
mad= on the Pigeon/Jumber Companyts tug. le left Arthur one
morning, stopped for lunch at the Pigeon River Lumber camp, &nd srrived
late at night at the island on which Peter Gagnon'!s tradir
located, The water was too shallow for the tugg to lamd
rowed ashore in a wide,flat bomt while dogs barked and lights begen

flicker at the : g 3 Mr., Finger n known Gagnor




years and we were shown a cordial hospitality, 'he Chippewa village
is on the mainland, in sight of Gagnon's island, and we went thither in
& sailboat with the man who earried the mail, rnment farmer
was in charge of the Chippewa and nhe gave us ( information
concerning then,

Little Spruce (Minagunz) was chief of the Chippews at Grand Portage
and after the departure of ¥r, Finger and his party, Little Spruce and
his son enacted a simple form of Hidewiwin ceremony for us, A Mide
pole, with the proper decoration for Little Spruecets rank in the soclety,

erected in his house and the songs were sung in all sincerity, with
prayers and other procedure in which some membsrs of his family jolned,
Lhe son of Little Spruce explasined it to us as clearly as
understood it better a few years later, when studying the
Little Spruce sang a song for me one day , repeating it
down with the translation of the words-- "Manido (spirit) is loo
me," ‘his song, with a deseription of our visit to ths
village was printed later, and the ceremony

first contribution to THY AHSRICAN ANTHROPOLOGIST on the subject of

o
Indian musie, ILittle Spruce posed for a picture w.th his Two

& e

The Song of Minagunz, the 0Ojibwa n Indisn School Journal,

Chileocco, Oklahoma, November, 1906,

An OJibwa jrayer csl 1 The American Anthropologlist,

June 1807,

wives and I =53 allowed to ke as mseny pletures as I
Fisheriés
villages Je returnad to Duluth in a Booth Afid Com;

that "ealled in" at Gagnonts trading post for fish, causht
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talk on Indian music at the Barth indian School, again un
first time I pres

to Indian

sSeemed
SONDES DUt
audience,
axt year (1807) I
of June Fourteenth accompanied b;
many of my experiences, The celebration
perevious year and we heard the memorable spe
that affected the whole
re in attendance and the gatherin ras chang
to an exhibition, with a political significance,
After a few days at the rectory wepé
rs, Charles %W

tribe, ihere w i more two weeks while (Tote Cown

Chippewa stories and ame a ainted with the Indians oo much

appreclation ean not be expressed f the aid and encoursgement given
by krs, iMee

nroughout my work,

acting as interpreter, her

interest, and her amnt,

fmerican Sthnology. also met menmbers the Heaulleu family who were
influential among ti
iith Mrs, Hee

to attend the celebration




‘hite Earth daneed on this occasion a:« nad snothsr opportuniby to
_ Indian
hear Xhwix singing around the drum, Bear (Kitchimakwa) was among

3

singers and consented to record a few his songs at the local
music store, where a recording phonograph was available, He was an
excellent singer and XmxiRksxwxy I obtained my first phonographic
records of Indian songs, My future was gradually taking shape,

ith the precious cylinder records in a pasteboard box, my sister
and 1 went to the Red lake Indian Agency to colleet stories and
Information and to become better acquainted with the Chippe

+d e
i;ii,ld, cliia

s with us part of the
brother, William Spears, Among my new friends s an old
woman who sang a Mide song for me and drew its mpemonien or picture,
A few months later I showed this little drawing to a member of the
Midewiwin at White Barth who recognized it and sang the sanme SONE.

My sister went homsfrom Red Lake but I stopped at Walker and
crossed Leech Lake to the Leech Lake Indian Agency in search of more
material, There 1 found that Flat lMouth, chief of the Pillager Band of
Chippewa was dying, the Government doctor had done everything possible
and the Indians were allowsd to hold a ceremony of the Midewiwin for him.
Once more let me pay a tribute off gratitude to an Episcopal missionary
for it was with the encouragement of Miss Pauline Colby, missions
Onigum, that I stayed and watched this remarkable ceremony, |
only white person present and stood hour after hour beside
cirele of Indians, listening to the songs and watching the
as they moved around their dying chief,

into & teepee and a gun was fired

2ral feast was Liie next aay and

photograph of him,
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in his bsst apps
vith me to gather pine
Flat Houth'!s coffin arx
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nehes went with him, into his
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cylinder records I r=turned to my home in
Buresu of Am=rican Ethnology, telling
rapid passing of opportunities to
Indians, An allotment of funds
best phonographiec equipment avail
25, 1907, I returned to tiie Leech
serious study of Indian music, That study
Columbia to the Everglades of Florida, including
the principal areas, The phonogréphic recordings
bzen transferred from the Bureau of
Archives, with the title of th i thsonian-Dens
recordings of Indian songs, and arong tnem are
by Big Bear in the music
for transferring the entire collection to a ps
copizs can be made,
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posterity.
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