MINNESOTA
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

Frances Densmore Papers

Copyright Notice:

This material may be protected by copyright law (U.S.
Code, Title 17). Researchers are liable for any
infringement. For more information, visit
www.mnhs.org/copyright.

Version 3
August 20, 2018


http://www.mnhs.org/copyright
http://www2.mnhs.org/library/findaids/01331.xml

Red Wing, Minnesota
January 21, 1950

Mr, Charles W. Walton,
Museum Curator, Jlnhfbota Historical Society,
St. Paul 1, Minnesota

Let me acknowledde with thanks your letter of
'P=r 28. I enclose another pnotoBraph to be added
in your Pictorial Department, It is one of my own
not know the date nor place in the Chippewa country,

1% am.Sﬁnding also an unfinished manuscript entitled
"Notes on the life of Mrs, Julia Warren Spears" which may be
valuable for the manuscript files of the society, Evidently
I wrote it, consulted some members N i
regarding 1b, and did not retype it
It contains considerable data on the
veral branches,

If the society sh are type it, inserting
the corrections, and AOUll S 1l me a carbon copy, I could send it
to two ;zanQCuqulcn of d Narren Jpaars who might verify
the data, Or I can 7 their addresses and the society
could refer the 23:-.!,!>'3[‘.Lpt direct to them, I have the original
notes on which this manuseript was evidently based, but they are
probably of no value, This data was probably collected about
1908 or 1909, when I was doing most of my work at White Earth,

Sincerely yours,
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Yotes on the life of Mrs. Julia Warren Spears

The first known ancestor of the Warren family was Mons.

Cadeau "who, it is s=said gme to the 0jibway country in 1671, in
the train of the F envoy, Sieur de St. Lusson.)/(WH¥yYerh/ X3 L

His son, Joh ti Cedotte ( as the name was then and
subsequently spelled) became a trader among the Ojibways, and was
engaged for a time with A nder Henry, who in his mentions W
him verv frequently. He was married by & tholic prie: to an
Ojibway woman of the A-waus=-e clan, and made his residence at Sault
Ste Marie. Mps. Cadotte is described by Henry as heing a woman
of great energy and tact, and force of character. She aided her

husband in his 1ing persa sometimes undertaking long

expeditions with coureu du ig f him. She bore him two sons

Baptiste Cadotte, Jr., end Michel Cadotte, who also became

traders esmong the Ojibways, and wer ien of
calling® (Werren p. lo).
tiste Cadotte (Jr.) married an Ojibway gi named
Westwind, who was christened lMadeline t the time of kBer marrisge.
cecording to & signed statement ft by M pears, the island known
Tadeline Island was ce 3d La > ‘¢ that time, snd was
dowry of Cadotte's wife, Westwind. ras named Madeline Island

her. lota n his has not thus ar been found in books

offier
Jr., matried a daughter of VWhite

-

Crane (Wa bi, white, jijak, crane) . Warren states that White Cranc
was "hereditary chief of La Pointe village
in 1836, aet. 72 years" (p. 11).

daughter of this Michel Cadottg married Lyman Warren

J\ A

this




coupte being the ancestors of the Warren family, so well known in
Lyman Warren died in 1847. He was a Presbyterian/
Lyman and his brother Truman Warren came to the Lake Sup.
country in 1818 (check date). Folwell states he"beceame a partner
of the American Pur Company and,in 1824, established his principal
house at Madeline a ’hequamegon RBay. He, also, became
desirous to have a school kept at this post, where a considerable
population, partly resident, centered." (p. 173, followed by an

account of the school established through Lyman Warren's efforts).
va n and Truman Warren became associsted with Ifichel Cadot«s
Jought out Cad. 1823. — 1825,0n board vessel inwl
married daughters of Cadotte./ Truman died{ leaving three

children, who were educatd by his brother Lyman, first with tutors

2t La Pointe, and Lyman Warren then sent them to & sch

New York. A sister of Lyman Warren, nemed Sophie,
0 'y Adam®, brother of John Quincy Adama. Lyman W.died at La P.
1847, aged 53a. Had eight children, two dying in infancy.
The oldest child of Lyman Warren was William Warren, the

historian of the Chippews, who was born in 1825. It is recorded
that "In his very earliest childhood, he learned to leermed—$o talk
the Ojibway language, frm playing with the Indian children. His

father took every means to give him a good EnBlish educetion."(Warr.1l2)

The other children of Lyman Warren to lived to grow up were Julis
(Mrs. Wm. Spears). Mary (Mrs. John English), Sophie (Mrs. Warren)
z ) v & o Wikl Warren

Charlotte, (Mre—Iambert+) and Truman.!) Thﬁ/;ﬁﬁtﬁtﬁfﬁf! L.i cherge
-“Seemen wos later

of the Chippewa when removed to White Earth and ZAL4F iua'iuterpreter

Both brothers exerted their
at the White Earth Agency. ﬁEKEEﬁthEﬁKL%E utmost influence for the

good of the Indians. The Werren family is de

line of English an e9t0r pJoany being members of the mobility. Warren

of Bunker Hill was of the same family,
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readers-- primer, first, second, thind and
All the pupils were white--
er town.

They used

the school paid her sal
and provided her with wood and sent some veg
Rang a hand=-bell for

and Bill Lee at

1. P
panier atv

e. guard if the
afternoons the children spoke pieces.
reciréd "The boy stood on the bnrning deck.
said he would be presiéent somne
become pres. but he ran for governor and was in
Bpears was very particular eboubt spelling
"epelled down" regularly.

Her brother Truman wee then acting

S
= =

agent at Chippewa MBgency,

about 10 miles morth of Crow Wing. He stopped at Swan River when

passing through!l and did not think conditions were good,

- -

for her to go to the agency. About 1865 or 66 whe moved

became a government employee, with pay and a good house whnich
-] - o ’

3

brother had been living in. He moved into a better one and gave

for school and home. The agency was inside & stockade, with

gov't buildings. The v big gate to

closed at r 1t There were no white

but some mixed=bloods.




This wes the first Indien school in the state.
wives.
"went Indian."
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8
r soldiers, who arrived just as tn ¢ were pulling out
They went away singing their

‘he soldiers camped there fer-several—weeks as the white

not in danger=-=- ey would not touch

removel to VhiteE. was i Truman Warren had

removalagent. A farmer had gone ashead to

5

the land ,and he got a few vegetables for winter, but the

house was not dug right ar g oes aod

Peter Parker was

first child born in

etroit
through

on tO ‘w}jite Eo

not falling into

a knoll around which goes

auch suffering. The teepees
ﬂia?fﬁea with the Sioux were no
protection.
gpring, and the gov!'t tried to
ley did notlike being away from water.

wnite E. Lake and




Second draft of page 9
were 8till afraid of the Sioux and
Th

party consistedof her: nd thre hildren, and her si ] rs.

Sophie Warren and her six or seven children Jim Warren, husband
of Sophie, was a carpentesr whe ! ith th i He
had a shack ready f

Mrs. Spears went
12 to White Earth, and

that she had left there.

Their first stop was at Crow Wing. The next morning

; they took the
ferry across the Mississippi, and their second night's stop was
at George Wilson's "hotel." He had a store and this hotel
and travellers could stay overnigat.
Their next stop was at Fourteen ile Creek where there was
house for lumbermen to stay. At this place there was

the road and they took the road to White Barth which was
but a trail. It took them 12 days to go from there to
It was about 100 miles wit mout a house.
White Barth/mxd Their last xkmm camp was at Strawberry Lake. Jim
Warren ms them there and was delighted t ind they had made the
journey safe}y, without being attacked by t 2e Siouxe
They travelled in two wagons, one dra:
er by mules, these teams with drivers being supp

Th

The drivers took ti

the leaves had fa n and
everything was dreary, but when they reached White Earth, on Bept. 6%

the oaks were still green and there had been no frost. The scenery

guite different.

Those who came with irst ovals hade made a nice
garden during ‘be summer, and Mrs. Sy 5 Par had a large log house

with an upstairs and a kitchen bui or : r slept upstairs.
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nothing but
The schoolhouse consisted of one big
upstairs, and o m off tk choolroom for
benches wers f boards with no backs.
were always drawing picture on them.
She had a big school th . - L Smith was a scholar, with

hair in two long braids. He was so hashfi that he turned his back

read in his primer. ulius was the first boy to put on pants

-~
J

The children used t
hey hated t«
.ittle breechcloths
to school to ‘her,
She taught unti ) t] government put up two bui
White Farth=-- the building
0ld Folks Home was then T schoolrooms, and near it, toward
west, was another bullding for the boarding department. About 150

pupils attended this school. Mrs. Spears was matron, and

oking to the girls. That building burned down

Beick buildings were built and the school moved to the new location

About 1873 or 74 lirs. Spears retired because of poor nealth.
The Gow't had put up a 1ittle log house on her allotment, which was

beyond "Irs. Sophie Warren's house. Bishop Whipple wanted the children

15

of church families to have inst uction concerning the church, and

.

a mission school in her home. About
=chool. Sometimes the scholars
to work in the church and si taught them the

chings they needed to know for such work.

rs. Spears died June 21, 1925 Hee died ¥
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