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Cu Chi, South Viet Nam
September 25, 1969

Dear Civilian,

Many people have said that the Army is "an e%berience," but when that in-
cludes a year in a combat zone, then it REALLY becomes an experience!

At times I've felt like throwing in the rag, but Uncle Sam doesn't make
much allowance for quitters. So, I'm going on four long months in Nam now,
and naturally am already making plans for my future when I gain my freedom.
As of now, I'm hoping to leave Vietnam and be done with the Army the middle
of next August. Then I will start the fall semester at Bethel College in
St. Paul.

In my relatively short time in Nam, I feel that I've had my share of events,
good and bad. I guess I've spread the news about my Purple Heart received
my first night on the field. My platoon has certainly had its share of
contact with the enemy. There have been a number of casualties among the
guys that I live and work with 24 hours a day. It's hard to see your own
buddies wounded and killed.

Happily for me, those days of ambush patrols, heli-born missions, muddy
bunkers, and wet rice paddies are over. I can still hardly believe that my
"kid brother" (he's bigger than me, but two years younger, so I guess I can
call him kid) has joined the ranks in Vietnam., As a result, I am no longer
required to be in combat.

I'm "a Rear" now; (one of the fortunate GI's that carries out the work in
base camps rather than in the boonies) despised by the grunts that have the
unending daily task of humping, but also envied at the same time,

I'm still in, Cu Chi awaiting my reassignment. Then I'll be transported to

a "secure" area in Nam to serve out the rest of my time, probably as a
Security Guard. As slow as Army processing goes, I won't be surprised if I
spend another six or eight weeks here. In the meantime, I'm kind of a per-
manent detail man. I don't complain though. FEverytime a chopper flies over-
head, I'm thankful that I'm not outside the wire, in the thick of it.

The Vietnamese people are very friendly. I'm slowly picking up some
phrases., A smile is international, and there are very few Vietnamese that
don't give a passing GI a big grin. I'm looking forward to making some

"gook" friends when I finally get settled in my new job, wherever that may
be.

Without a phone booth at every corner, lettercinaturally become more appre-
ciated than ever., I'm certainly thankful for the many people that have
written me. I get some ribbing for writing 'buku' letters and for all the
mail I get, but it doesn't bother me. There's nothing like whipping out
the old pocketknife at the end of the day to slice into a bunch of letters
from back in "the world."

It's impossible to plan even a day ahead over here, since things can change
in a second; like as soon as an incoming round strikes! But, I'm looking
forward to bigger and better things. In the meantime, the address below
should be good for the next several weeks to fly a letter to me in four or

five deys from the states, Thanks for your concern, and don't forget to
keep PRAYING FOR PEACE!!

PFC James B, Reay 469-54-6618 Your soldier in Nam,
Co. A 2nd Bn. 14th Inf. 25th Div. e
APO S.F. 96225 .
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Friday night, October 3

Dear family,

It seems like ages since I last wrote--I guess 'cause I've been so husv the last
courle days, I want up to Battalion Headquarters two mornings ago for a detail,
and ended up tyring. They're pretty short on help, so I spent the whole day
there, and again the entire day, today. It feels pretty good to be typing
again, The Army is full of lengthly forms, so there's always something to
work on. You wouldn't believe the detailed reports that have to be made up
each day.

I will probably be working there for a good while now, Tonight the Staff
Sergeant that 'hired me' told me that it might become a prermanent job, I

guess the Captain is talking to the Major about it,

Ordinarily I'd be thrilled, but I've kinda had my eyes set on going to Cam
Ranh Bay, or some other part of Vietnam.

Just yesterday I was offered either the Job of Alfa Company mail clerk, or
Administration clerk, but after doing alot of thinking about it, I turned it
down,

I'd probably enjoy any of the jobs, but since I have the choice, I'd just

like to leave Cu Chi and see another part of Nam.

Wow, each day I can't believe hew different life is for me, just because T

have a brother in country!! I haven't heard from Tim since that first letter,
Maybe I'll be getting another letter from him soon.

Well, I'll be doing some quick, serious thinking about whether to accert this
Battalion Clerk's job, or stick to my request to be transferred. What a change

toc be able to actually have some say about what haprpens to my military status!!

Maybe I would be wise in accepting a position herein Cu Chi, since I've no

idea or guarantee of what job I'd receive on a transfer,

I'11 keep you informed!!




0. 3. 69

If you hold this stationery up to the light, you can see that I'm going
military all the way, with 'Government Bond' vaper--ha, I'm on CQ tonight,

so grabbed a couple sheets from the desk here.

I opened a checking account here in Cu Chi last rayday. It'a an unbeatable
deal! NO CHARGES whatsoever, And if a minimum balance is kept, your money
draws 5% interest! It'll be nice to have, so I won't have to bother with
money orders to send money to church, etc. Also, it's instantly available
‘cash when I need it, but no danger of 'losing ' it. Tt's with American Express,
a pretty wekl established company--Same as American Express Travelers Checques,
I don't know hww they make a profit on the servicemen, but T'm sure getting a
good deal.

I've really enjoyed and appreciated your steady flow of letters, They've been
reaching me in just 4 days recently. You asked in your last letter about my
weight., Don't worry, have I ever gotten skinny? Hardy-Harr! Don't I wish
that were my problem, No, I would guess that I'm just about the same wed ght
as when I left home. Rea¥ly, I'd like to lose a few.,.

The mess hall food is filling and fattening, and I think with all the heat,

a body tends to hold water, I've been drinking lots!! (0h, but remember how
thin Croz was when he got home? I guess my diagnosis doesn't prove too true,)
I'm enclosing a few letters that you may find interesting. I've gotten a slug
of mail the last few days. Hope I can keep up. It's nice to always have
something to do--if there's no excitement or nothing going on, there's always
a letter to write!!

Well, I could go on, but it's getting late, TI've got lots to think about

for the next few days. It's not a "critical" decision, but one that will
determine how the remainder of my hitch in Viétnam will be spent, (Cu Chi

or Cam Ranh?)

Thinking of you always--good-luck hunting, working, studying, swimming, etc.

aawcw{a. ; gafmu_/
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Saturday, October 25
Dear Beth,

I have a few minutes before lunch, and no typing to do,
so thought I'd answer your letter. Thanks again for
writing!!

I traced this sketeh from a booklet onto a steneil for
use here at Battalion Headquarters. The dragon doesn't
look too ferocious, ‘though, does it?

So you've already had some snow, huh?. Must be nice. Of
gourse you might have to wear leggins' and boots when you
go Trick or Treating next week,

Speaking of Halloween, have jou gotten a pumpkin yet? I
don't think the Vietnameseknow what a pumpkin is!

M'mm, I got ANOTHER packaze from home yesterday. Those
were the first Krispy Treats I've had for months! Every- 3§
thing else is good, too., THANXS:: Bt

I saw Chuck Rye-agzin last night. He's in Cu Chi for 10
days for some leadership training. Guess I'll be seeing
alot of him the next few nights.

I turned down another job today. T had an offer to go
to Long Binh as a security guard. It wouldn't have been
bad, but when I came through there in June, it seemed
like a pretty run down place. So I'll still take my
chances on getting to Cam Ranh Bay.

Have you gotten your school pictures yet? I'd sure like
one of yours and Kims.

Well, 'Becky Sue' is married now... Another wedding I've
missed since coming into the Army. I wonder how many
more 1'1]l missg before next summer.

You'd think I'd have fewer mistakes, since I've been
typing everyday, but I'm doing a rush job on this. The
Major might not like me typing personal letters if he
happened to walk in. "But while the cat's away..."

Good luck in school--and have a good November eating your
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PFC James B, Reay 469-54-6618
Co A, 2d Bn, 1l4th Inf
25th Infantry Division
APO San Francisco 96225
Cu Chi, South Vietnam
November 15, 1969

Dear 'Silent Majority,*

With all the recent news about ending the war, the fighting continues, but
with some new hope for a rapid, honorable peace, To the average GI in Nam,
President Nixon's recent speech doesn't promise to have any immediate effect
on the situation here, but at least we are reminded that the United States
is still trying!

I've been ™in the rear™ for more than two months now, and am still grateful
each day not to be out humping. At the same time, I'm determined not to
become fat sitting behind my desk at Battalion Headquarters. It's nice to
have three swimming pools in Cu Chi., One of them is close enough for me to
have a quick swim during lunch., (Don't you wish YOU could sun-bathe in
November?)

I'm happy with my temporary job here, but am still waiting for a transfer
to Cam Ranh Bay., I learned just today (after calling Division Headquarters
AGAIN) that it will most likely be another month before my orders come
through., So it looks like I may be seeing the Bob Hope Christmas Show in
Cu Chi,

Some people think I'm dumb to request a transfer since I have a good set-up
here, but since I have the chance to see another part of Nam, (an oppor-
tunity that very few GI's have) I want to make use of it, Plus, a change
of scenery might help the time to pass more quickly.

Since working at 2d Battalion, 14th Infantry Headquarters, I've been exposed
to an entirely different view of the Army, It's much nicer to be "on the
inside" to see how the administration of the Army works, rather than the
typical draftee who is not to worry about understanding Uncle Sam's logic--
just to obey orders like a robot,

I'm in charge of the daily status reports; an accurate account of where each
soldier in the battalion is, It's quite a task, as there's a constant shuf-
fling of guys to and from the field, hospitals, R&R, etc.

Speaking of R&R's, I've just acquired that job also, I'm responsible for
each months distribution of R&R allotments to the companies, and for doing
the processing of each GI., Every process in the Army involves at least one
form to filled out, and always a number of carbon copies., I must go through
pounds of the stuff every week,

Although I'm happier than ever (as content as one can expect in Uncle Sam's
clutches), I'm certainly glad that this is only a temporary job. I can't
help but smile when I think that next year at this time I'll once again
have my freedom, and never again have to don a green fatigue uniform.

I haven't started counting the days yet, but I AM getting SHORT!! (Would you
believe 9 months)

Keep those letters comin'!
As always, "GI JIM"
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Sunday night, November 30

Dear Family,

Seems like a long time since I wrote, but the time has seemed
to really pass 'faster than ever' lately, Got paid today, and
tomorrow ‘is another month already! This month will bg the
worst away from home, I guess--In all my 21 years, I've never
strayed from Woodland at Christmas, Ha/Ha,

We're planning to construct a tree in our hootch (of some sors)
so that should be some fun. But without even a snowball to
throw, Christmas trees look somehow out of place, Oh well,
NIXT YEARI!

Thanksgiving was just like any other day, but the meal was
something special, The shrimp cocktails brought me a léttle
closer to appréciating sea-food, and the turkey was surprisingly
good, But I'd rather have sage dressing ANYDAY instead of

Cornbread dressing, I'm enclosing the MENU,. Ya, a printed

menu, yet! We even sat down to a tablecloth (shedt) and the

Vietnamese K.P.'s served us, That was different,

The weather has been surprisingly cool the last few days.
Haven't even needed fans, Reminded me of those dark, windy
September days, when the sky is full of clouéis, but you know
it won't rain, Now the temperature is picking up again, and

a P*shirt is just extra bulk, It was kind of funny to see




how the change in weather effected the gooks, It couldn't have

been less than 65-70° but they wore extra clothes, and most

of them had sniffles, It was just a nice relief to us!

A guy here in the rear has a Colorpak II Kodak Polaroid, and
he snapped a few, They're pretty clear pictures for a ##¢
$30.00 camera, The one close-up-that 1it up my face a little
too much- I took of myself!

Good to get your letter today, and cateh up on the news, The
mail is starting to slow up now, since the X-tra Christmas load
is picking up, I'll be looking forward to that package.

Yes, I got those small flashlight batteries that you sent in
the last package. They're perfect, and should last for a long
time,

Met a guy from St, Paul today, And found out that he entered
the army the same day as me, and was in my Basic Training Co,
Wierd huh, we never even met in Basic,!!

Well I guess I'll say good night, Have to get my rest, so

I can function at LPP% in the office tommprow. (Hardy-har)

i Rris—
Love from Nam, /1

P.S. It was n@ce to get another letter from you, Margie!!
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Saturday night, December 6

Dear Mom, Dadl, and everyone,

Well, It's finally happened! My transfer actually came through
and I should be on a plane for CamRanh Bay within a week!!

A1l I know so far is that I'll be with the 97th MP (Military

Poﬁiﬁe) battalion, So don't write anymore until I send you

%
Q

my-mew addresgﬂi.loy, I'm really excited to 'move on,'

And then justh8 months to go--and I still have my R&R and
leave coming, tool Things are definitelylooking up for me,
Oh, I was glad to get your package today, It arrived in
perfect condition gs usual, And all the goodies will be
appreciatévely devoured, Yug!

I got another package today, too, Bobergs sent me a Christmas
Treelll! 1It's about 2} feet tall and has decorations, too.

It really looks sharp in my room, Beélieve it or not, I'm
beginning to get that Christmas spirjt, I wish they had some
decent things to send as gifts from over here, but the shopping
possibilities are all but nil, Just wait until my R&R and

the packages will come rolling in, Ha,

By the way, your mail has started slowing down some, with the
extra Christmas load, I guess. But you know, you could just
as well stop using Air Mail stamps and save a few cents each

The 6@ letters get here just as fass

it opi bt 4 D o s, e
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Cu Chi, South Vietnam

December 12, 1969

][)QCUL,;[)CLA2 6bﬁ52 /7775%%1)L)

The Holiday Season is bere, and the Christmas Spirit is growing
in enthusiasm ever here in Vietnam, The mail clerks are already
swamped with cards and packages, yet each days mall call seems %«
be blgger than the day before I'm surprised at tl wmber of
decorated Christmas Trees that have appeared in guys hooches, and
even some with lights,

It's my first Christmas in 21 that I'1l not be at home, Today
as my jung.e fatigues became socaked from the humid heat,
hardly pi:ture the nice big fresh, fluffy snowfall
had, Whas a refief to know

forvard 70 pext vear!

now
g‘}".‘"‘iﬂi
~r. f"ufl X

neaning and that

gatisfactior




J%ﬁ[af} MIDNIGHT lg-llq/bfi /Z-i"{,é?

Loan ,
odd sowilhiny Tavatt 0 ST i in o i f o
gvwdloge - )
TN Nere! Flow o CaChi £t So.
Whit onthe ofsbufs of Sadm o 4730 - offlir o
Fifa Ji ok . Ooft TonSem Vh of 6:30 Jor
wor T ffict o Com faul ol frd
Foo.  ohainl V) N Ofav/( Lhis 6@“;

o 4 coddib gu Mok bt ot o mase o

Ho Moyt e (LO(KEULLP!)M;‘%%)%
~ Y b &Mti m’”“ /\aa(«ﬂevov henk
i o dan- Jtsisto
ij ?\::?:«»Qﬁ;:f Y Ly hix Brewy cug ) {
Bont Lo skl J0 by C&W] ‘?}J,E‘*fﬁw
QJW %Wﬂ T Ax Ao W AP Forea
prsend] on Atny ot ta T, L8 puth;




cood hore i e of qor ~ Mot ol bt ,
gﬁ’d‘%} Brtine . o e /»@J;‘ ,,% barlef] Ln;uf) H«Q
bk TR tny fpon P Tomnd) b 285
RTRORRT SR /¢ o i i, N3 .
4 fle sttt o el Lé[f&@a/’ﬁ M‘tgfﬂz
it Tos Citia” bk ] A Ypup
ot @ Bt S 0 nfph
Qb Fomlde it of o ek e boit.
M J Lo e Tha J‘WM n e,
e > hens s )&«M‘L U At arars
:::B{ju? T%\S‘v.nj: _Bul it Mk JU ,0:/7\/

il peel, B TR, GF aéa){en,}[o;r'f‘s 485 ) Rk
o Anglhes (o) with ot 8 sl L
Thils Ltz /Wju" 1/;~f/’°f€53*;] /W’ct&M

e back  the mughtmen of Baser Az, B

b doprian e & AR bg 0TI eouph,
houne. hefpre e dheiden 13 phos e B iy itk
M o CM»«){ Bt wf;j/&a&fldﬂ Jacl. pracim
[nerrmns - Ofhnte fhe ST PN YO SN/ { ke

it &Ik ok bt fou o



















e — /'S,

{ \ NORTH VIETNAM
\ ., ¥ ~




Merry Christmas

//' ‘

Happy New Year
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Cam Ranh Bay, South Vietnam

April 22, 1970

Dear Dad, Mo m, and everyone,

Surprise!! Exclamations and exultations...a letter from your long-time-
no-write-son, brother, and friend in sandy Cam Ranh Bay. Thot I'd bone

up on my typing this morning and get a letter off to you.

First of all, I want to tell you about a new job that I have, I am

now one of the two Company Armorers. Can you believe it? Me, a weapons
specialist! Haa, that IS a good laugh. Well, it isn't all that technical
really, Our main job is to issufe, receive, clean and repair the weapons
that our company uses. It keeps us busy, as there are guys going on and

coming off duty at all hours of the day and night., I'm working the night

shift this week, We change shifts every 5 days or so, working from 7 to 7.

The hours aren't bad, and after we get in the swing of things theee won't
really be that much to do. We've been especially busy since we took over,
because there's a big annual inspection coming up next month and we have
lots to do to get ready for it. Like I just finished painting the floor of
the arms room a little while ago. We've been painting, remodeling, doing
complete maintenance on all weapons, cleaning ammo, etc. Keeps us busy, and
helps the days to sppeed by a little quicker. Think I'll like the job fine,
Sure beats pulling guard. And working the 12 hour shifts, we aredt assigned
any extra details, (so far anyway) After we get through this inspection,

I should have lots of time to read and catch up on letter writing.

Seems like the longer I spend in this Army, the better things get. Almost

tempts a GI to RE-UP, HA. (NEVER!!)

Guess what? I just mailed off a $100.00 check to Bethel College, I
was accepted for the fall Semester, so am a college student once again,

There are alot of things to work out. I'd like to find a cheaper place to




live than on campus, I'll be looking for a good part-time job, ete. It
makes it awkward to be over here imntil just a few weeks before sbhool

starts, but I guess things will work out. It will just be such a relief

to be out of this country and out of this organization, so I guess it's

just as well that I get right into something constructive,

Nike to get your regular letters, I bet lawny's wedding was nice. How did
Jon do in a tux and cast? Speaking of weddings, Mary Foty's big day is set
for July 25th I understand. I'll also miss Keith's and Greg's in June,

I'm going to feel like an old bachelor, Hope you won't mind when I'll be

asking you to shop for wedding presents for them for me.

I think often of the fun times in Australia, but I'm also thinking these

days of Tokyo and Expo '70., Yes, I plan to take a 7-day leave in July

to visit another country. Japan seems to be beconing me--geisha girls and
all. Haa. No, I really am anxious to see the largest City in the workd (as
long as no more subways blow-up!) and EXPO should be great, although I won't
plan to fight the crowdd there for more than a couple days. An R&R really
doesli't have to cost that much, and even with the expenses involved with
school, etc., it seems dumb to me to pass up this unusual experience to see

another country so cheaply.

That's too bad about Mrs. Ye being laid up. Would you send me their address,

and I'1l send her a card,

I got another package from Aunt Emehyn yesterday. You should see jow neatly
and securely she wraps them., The cookies she makes are really delishious, and
she always sends gum and candy, too. Boy, she's really sent a lot of em. It73

write herf again this week,




After making the tape to you a couple weeks ago, and a couple others, I

decided it was fun for a change, so don't be surprised to get another one
sometime. I'll try to get a cassette tape so you can play it on Al's or
Mollie's recorder, There are lots of guys that mkke tapes all the time

and hardly ever write letters.

I'm glad the Australian souviners arrived. There should be a package coming

from a Sydney gift shop for Margie and Kim,

Say, did my 25th Division Yearbook ever arrive? I paid for it last fall and
it was supposed to be delivered to my home address. Did I send you the
payment receipt for it? If it hasn't arrived let me know, so I can start

writing them about it,

Wow, the Alaskan trip NEXT summer soundsgreat. Sorry I can't help out in

contributions for the bank, but my military money is no good in the states. HA!

Glad the Astronauts got back OK. It's disgusting to get so little news over
here, Really makes you feel detached. The military newspaper carries news
to us two and three days old, and I usually pick up just spotty news on the
radis...if you know what I mean. I'm glad to b4 getting the Mpls. Trib,

but that' s a week old when I get it too.

That was really something about Tim's accident. Sure was lucky not to be hurt

seriously. There was an MP gfd killed near here last month while on patrol

i
in his jeep. The other MP riding in the jeep was paralgzed--withfé weeks before

he was to go home, They had also swerved to miss hitting an oncoming vehicle
(Vietnamese), but when Army vehitles leave the road, there's little protection

on impact for the riders. I'm just as glad to walk to where I'm going around

here--the way most of these Buys drive.

Guess I'1l quit here for now. Thinking of jou all... Eggyfl', ‘
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Cam Ranh Bay, South Vietnam
August 1970

Dear Family, Friends, Civilians, and Draft Dodgers!

In the very near future the undersigned will ence more be in your midst,
dehydrated and demorslized, to take his place again as a human being, to enjoy the
welleknown forms of freedom and justice for all, and to engage in life, liberty,
and the somewhat delayed pursuit of happiness. In making your joyous preparations
to welcome him back into organized soecicty, you might take certain steps to make
allowances for the crude cnviromment which has been his miserable lot for the past
fiftecn months. In other words, he might be a little Asiatic from Victnamesitis
and Overscositis and should be hendled with care, Do not be alarmed if he is
infected with all forns of rare tropical discases, A little time in the "Land
of the Big PX" will cure this malady,

Therefore, show no alarm if he insists on carrying a weapon to the dinner
table, looks around for his stéel pot when offered a chair, or wekes you up in
the middle of the night for Guard Duty. Kecp ccol when he pours gravy on his
dessert or mixes peaches with his Pre-Sweetened Kool-Aid. Pretend not to notice
if he cats with his fingers instead of silverwarc and prefers C-rations to steak.
Take it with a smile when he insists on digging up the garden to fill sandbags
for the bunker he is building. Be tolerant when he takes his blanket off the bed
(and lcaves the sheet) and puts it on the floor to sleep on.

Abstain from saying anything about powdercd eggs, dehydrated potatoes, fried
rice, frosh milk, or ice cream, Do not be alarmed if he should jump up from the
dinner table and rush to the garbage can to wash his dish with a toilet brush.
After all, this has been his standard. Also, if it should start to rain, pay no
attention to him if he pulls off his clothos, grabs a towel and bar of soap, and
runs outdoors for a shower,

When in his daily conversation he utters such things as u8in loi" and
"Numbah Ten," just be patient. Sinply leave quickly and calnly if by some chance
he uttcrs "Di di" with an irritated look on his face, because it means no less
than "GET OUT OF HERE!" Do not let it shake you if he picks up the phone and
yells, "Relisble, Sir," or says, "Roger Out," for good=bye, or simply shouts,
M"orking!"

Never ask why the Jones's son held a higher rank than he did, and by no
neans nention the term "RE~UP." Pretend not to notice if at a restaurant he
ealls the waitress "Numbsh One Girl," He will probably keep listening for
WHomoward Bound" to sound off over AFVN Radio; if he does, cmfort him, for
he is still reminiscing. Be watchful when he is in the presence of a wonan--
especially a beautiful worian,

Lbove all, keep in mind thab beneath that tanned and rugged exterior there
is a heart of gold--the only thing of value he has loft, Treat hinm with kindness,
patience, and tolerance, and you will be able to rehabilitate that which once
was and now is the hollcw shell of the happy=-go-lucky guy you once knew & loved .

Last, but by no means least, send no nore mail to the APO, fill the
refrigerater, get the civvies out of mothballs, fill the car with gas, and get
the wonen and children off the streetSessvssccvcsevenccnsscsen

BECAUSE THE KID IS COMING HOME!lfIlttltittitl

SIGNATURE:









