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Thursday, 2/9/95
Dear Kim,

I’'m so happy that you are interested in reading my "old mail," and
I’m grateful that your interest has kindled a desire in me to read
them all.

This "installment" is what I read over the weekend. Would you
believe this is only about a third of them? So unless you scream,
"NO MORE!!,"™ I’l11 probably be stuffing your mailbox again.

It’s nice to be able to boast a bit about oneself -- I am glad that I
wrote in such detail. It reminds me of my Viet Nam experiences far
more than pictures or memories can.

Mother deserves an award for having the foresight to save them all.
Now I wish I had saved all the mail I received while I was in the
Army!
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Five Things
| Wish Americans Would Remember

About Vietnam

The Vietnam War was unjust.
The U.S. government was dishonest with the populace.
There was an inequitable conscription policy.
A lottery was introduced in latter years of the war.

The United States did not learn from its Vietnam mistake.
The U.S. supported Ferdinand Marcos in the Philippines.
The U.S. propped up The Shah of Iran.
The U.S. enabled the rise of Osama Bin Laden.

Collateral damage continues for generations.
| wish that political and military decisions were more focused on
their long-term effects. The consequence of war is fractured
families and alienated allies. Land mines are a long-lasting
menace. Reconstructing societies is prohibitively costly. Our
government has expended a fortune resettling thousands of
Vietnamese citizens in the U.S.

Our Vietnam incursion produced a negative effect.
Altruistic principles dissolved into selfish interests.
U.S. involvement caused death & destruction with no perceptible
benefits to the Viethamese.

Killing is rarely justified.
Ask Vietnamese citizens how they feel about alien countries
fighting on their soil. Who does "God Bless" in such a situation?
Who bears authority to proclaim God's favor?

Jim Reay
jimreay@aol.com
623.334.5026
6125 West Cholla Street
Glendale, Arizona 85304




Jim Reay
Military Service Bio/Chronoloqy

1966 Graduated from Minnetonka High School
Excelsior, Minnesota

1966/1967 Freshman year at Bemidji State University
Bemidji, Minnesota

1968 Baptist Missionary

Prior to the unbiased lottery system, physically fit US males were
drafted into military service if not married and not fulltime students.
Although | had not resumed my college education, | received a one-
year deferment while traveling as a Baptist Missionary.

1969 Upon completing my year of missionary service, my draft
status immediately reverted to 1A, "Available For Active Duty."
| was drafted and inducted into the Army on January 13, 1969.

1969 January—March Eight weeks of "Boot Camp"
Basic Training at Fort Campbell, Kentucky.

1969 March-May Eight weeks of Advanced Infantry Training
at Fort Polk, Louisiana, where | was assigned the position of
11B40—Light Weapons Infantry Soldier.

Three weeks leave before flying to Viet Nam

1969 June-September Combat Duty with the 25th Infantry
Division northwest of Saigon, near Cu Chi, South Viet Nam

1969 September—December Company Clerk at Battalion
Headquarters near Cu Chi while awaiting reassignment.

1969 December through 1970 August Security Guard with
the Military Police at Cam Ranh Bay, South Viet Nam, the largest
military installation in Viet Nam and the most important air and naval
supply location for the entire war effort.




During World War I, following the tragedy of several Sullivan brothers
perishing together aboard an attacked ship, the US Congress
enacted a law stating that in future wartime situations involving
siblings, neither brother would be required to be in a combat position.

While serving in Viet Nam, | learned that my younger brother, an
Army Airborne Mechanic Enlistee, had volunteered to accept
assignment in Viet Nam. On the day that my brother arrived in Viet
Nam, | was released from combat duty. | could have requested a
transfer out of Viet Nam but | elected to stay "in country" where | was
reassigned to the relative safety of a large support base.

Each soldier serving in Viet Nam was required to spend an entire
year overseas. Because | had been drafted for a 2-year military
obligation, | chose to extend my year in Viet Nam the necessary
number of days beyond one year, so that 5 months of my 24-month
obligation was cancelled. As a result, | served only 19 months in the
military—4 months in training and 15 months in Viet Nam. | was
discharged from active duty the day that | returned to the United
States.
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