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ROM BOARD CHAR AND ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

What a year! The 1996-597 season macked arr twentieth consecutive year producing antiaically. excellent theatee
hat peovides realitic portrayals of the experiences of Alrican Americans and others of the Alrican Disspora. Permummbeas
seadlost adhearance 1o s artbtic mision has won the respect and admication of artids audicrces and critics on the local o
well as the ternational level Ohe twwentieth season s been, by far, cur most satidying, Towenty years withou

amending or making concessions ta cur wisdon 15 a benchmark of which to be mod preud.

Ticket office reports for the seamon show that mainstage produetions played to over 8 percent total capacity and our
collaboration with the Chthrie [l pat short of twenty thousand tickets sld, in two weeks!
Je reorganized from board (of directons) 1o board (that upon which plays are presented) 2oth Anniversary
activities and aqgressive cot-colting meases helped eliminate eur delicit, ending o year with a positive westricted net

assel llml.mu' o[ }tu._«‘m We are on Ir.\llr_ l_.\u\g and in :i.,—m_,c'

The above argues for celebration of cur accomplishments We always remember cur rich histery and pay homage

to the spirit and traditions of these that came before us_that is where we come from. /s Ausgust Wilkon says ~ T'm
dieig in my srandlathers shoes™ A we look to the future, we are excited and full of hope. We have full confidence

in our mission and our ability 1o tell the nem-anmg siortes that Tall within our rason d'dre Thank you for ||(|qu|n( "

|
whnowledge our leadenhip and responsibiliny by reallirming cur commitment to cur missicn
9 P ¥ Yoy -

%,«. S, —=A.s.Q0_

Lo Bellany Sewart Wikklew
Founder & Asntistic Director Chiatr, Boord of Directons
Ve President, Macketinmg

Mumestn Miking
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MISSION STATEMENT

Pcnuml:\m.s mission s to prﬂluct pm[cs-,wnall prc\lellons llmt arc artist I;.\“y cxc("-:nl.
ll1m3hl-prwo!dng. relevant, entertaining and prv:y:nn:cl from an Alrican American
perspective. Penumbra’s goals are: to tncrease public awareness of the sgnilicant
-;ontrilmt[r:n\ llmt Alrican Americans il-)\"(' mae_{c in creating a ({i\'fﬁ!ll(‘\i zf\mc.’ican
theatrical traditions to encourage and facilitate a cuill.lr‘\"y diverse and all indusive

M merica L\y using t}k\\tm ko tr.\-;,iu criticize, comment L\m{ mo«ie'.— to use t]uc.\tr\' te
create an /\merican myﬂmlogy that indudes Alrican Americans and other pmpl\-
ol cc‘lor in every llm‘ml o[ l]l.‘ [.\lari-: in our saciety; to rtLL:lIn\‘ .\m: cxp‘m(l t]u‘
consciousness of our audiences and our theatrical communitics to include a _cymp.u]h-lk
am% N‘.\lis‘li( portraya! of proplc o color to encourage ancl |a.;11|l.ltc a proactive
‘\ppro.!ch toward the staging of pL\ys that address the Alrican American experience
to increase the opportunitics for audiences to view drama that falls within cur ratson
d'etre Ly Pr\wkllng the enly consistent pm[cs~ic1\.1l |;‘L1l|u.‘rm for the tlumination of the
Alrican American experience in drama in this region; and to continue to maintain

mul st.\Lai{izc an /\lnc.ul .-"\m\‘rl-:.m pcrlcrlning, arls community.







THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY SEASON

) I, o ;
MA RAINEY'S BLACK BoTTOM
By AUCUST WILSON
SPONSORED BY THE GENERAL MILLS FOUNDATION
OCTOBER ¢ - NOVEMBER 24, 1996

1)1r((l.ﬂ| l'y l‘n\lmﬂl l-y

Claude 1'ur.|, | o0 BclL\my

}n llw 1920.1. Hacl( musicians were sl.ﬂ.lsshns o malu tlmlr volces Ilmnl ina ww'(] tlml.
(]k[nbl. want to Imm. wllson.s pcwerlul :omlination o{ (lram.w Inumer aml Ll'm Hues
illustrates that strugglt. Bo]tL pm.lcl and J.etcnninul to do lllinss her way, lcgcm!.ary
uues singer M& Ra{an pn,valltd,

=] /\"3‘“’[ W!l];on.s po\.vcr[u‘. coml)lrlal.lon o[ ern.\. 11"11!0{ nm.l H:m, Was sen lvr

10000 l] walre-goers hl-:lu\ling over 2000 H(I({tllls.

=} ./\r.{cn sllln: in I‘cruunlw.\‘s Augus{ W{'sol\ mprlsc...'
Tad Simens - Twvin Cities Reader
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A RABIN IN THE SUN
BY LLORRAINE HANSBERRY

SPONSORED  BY THE St. PAuL COMPANIES
JANUARY 15 - MARCIL 9, 1997

Dirccted anel Prochined l‘y

1 AN B\'n.\llly

T]w. |Iop¢s and [ears ol a 1950 worl({ns—class u:-r.lc [mmllyr trying to l)ulu a better lile
are txpl.om:l in |'1nmixrnr'! classic aclaptal(on. TIII; tale shows the Ymm}r Inm{ly -
motlu.r,- c!.au-_;lll.tr, sofy, J.m:g]llcrdn-‘aw; and qr d - qa (L:rlt, cramp d
apartment, worltmg 1““’. and walc}llns their ilw; dwlf fall apart. A ray o[ }IOPQ and
a whole lot of courage ]l!IP the Youngcr's gral: a piece ol their collective t.’imm.

& A R.ui_u'u in the Sm was scen lvy 905 ll:mlrc-gecr‘,- qrossing over $Il\\(\\‘ in

I.d.:!l lkLci FEVEIUE

] "ﬂu P\'num[.‘ra pr\\lmllon__ nc]m-wl a Ir\-llug o[ mmn“\: llm!. n'\‘mic l.lu: Lrue

u.ulfrpmlll:h‘{ ol the |~|.\y, A commumily o [nmlly i which arvival slrprmL on Al

“.’\ IIE!IIL‘(f\.‘

N‘Ik]l.‘lcl &\ml(r = ])l-\llw\ l_n_:u.c
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FENCES
By AUGUST WILSON

SPONSORED BY DAIN BOSWORTH INCORPORATED AND MEDTRONIC INC.
MAY 10 - MAY 95 1997

Diesatail by Pkl by
Clilanady Lo Ballasy

/\uauu Wilson's wcnis were lm:ugllt to I.l[c [or the lirst time on tilt Chll!ll‘k Theater
stage with Penumbra’s reprise of Fences Penumbra’s stunning pﬂxlu.llon of Wikon's
Puht_z:r Pﬂzt—wlnntng story revolves around me Maxson, a [ormer Nzgm stut
baseball p]ayzr turned cold l)y unlu‘“i“e(l dreams. His patient but [rustrated wll:, Rose, ts
-_am_aJlt in tlur_ middle when Troy. in his l:(lltmm. reluses to let s son play ||131| school
football. In the end, everyone, even Troy, s [reed from their own sell-restricting patn.

@ 19618 tilc.\lm—gocn saw Penumbra's (rltlr.allyu'nla\lmml pro&uction of Fences at the

Ch:ll\ﬂ: Tln:a.tcr.

@'. .Liu[n- f'-crxcs s:mt(lnu l]u— attention o[ its .\llglicncc mu' unrclfnll.ng,ly liglllcns its grip
Jmi pain unld it 1:&\/{& orllool«rs t.lrain:s‘ alld lcc\r-ﬂ.\iu«l. Lc‘u Bc“mny .'-illnct.-

R‘er V\nn_u,lm 5 A)\innc.\pdis S(.:r Trilml\c







BLACK NATIVITY
BY LANGSTON HUGHES
SPONSORED IN-PART BY LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD

NOVEMBER 20 - DECEMBER 29, 1996

Directed by Produced by
Lews Whalok o By
In another mll:slone for Pmuml.)r.x the 1996-1997 annlversary sason mar']-czd the 10th
year of Black Nah’vlty,- t1|¢ ran--ralstng, [od—s{ompdngf Twin Cll!u !loliday tradlition. Sel

in _]o'phrb Ml-v-ourl.. it's an upllftmg co“z:t[oﬂ 0‘ gospeL (mez, sripture amt cnn:rls woven
-\{NIM.l llle story OJ LI‘IC l:!irt]n o[ Cilﬂﬂ.

4 |.)1irin3 1'.[5 product{ol\ ol BL\(L_ Na!irriy, Pcmlml\r.x 5.11ulcd ])nra Cm‘s‘\n Joc
Carter, K.\l}"‘yn CTa_D,non. WJI. Ham:m‘r, L.'rcg R-\y, ancl Mike W\ng:n - all

origj nal ense mLatc. mcmlxrs

4 k_‘cHamth l}\c L!c(.a(]ac -lc‘ns_:, SUCCTSS c-l B.l’.mt J’\{mw!}n I‘cnumlﬂ'.\ cc'mmi\siorv:(; Pi»:c(‘

Lw Piece; a qullL silop and sale haven lor ymlh, to create a cpuill which (lcpkl.s the

wonder and .\ulllcntic!ly ol tim pmiu\lion. The n_]ulh.c creator was advancec
quilll.lla Instructor /\erclh\ Jn!ms-on.

“a pt‘..\c]l o a pL\y that inspires \\1ti: its grace and skill and ts reminder that it s
pc-«l!}lc te [org(‘ a4 new [wginuing, {\\k‘({ on 10\'\', [.!1[’1 nml jc‘y.

[\\‘l-'_r \(\u{.‘jm Miul\td]x’ll( SL.)r Trilmnr

n







SPECIAL EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

A NEW THEATRE ON THE HORIZC

A p«-llu-uury Imvestigation inlo Penumbea’s o nal and programmal ic weedds show that s
faciliny s iesrically tied to its luture scen Wil support Trom the Richard Coyple Lilly Fomdation
Penmunbra completed a case satement entitled Pemmlra Theatee Company: /A Lok 1o the Foture,
which detatls the need 10 move forward on tnvestigating creating a new space for the

theatre. Facility Task Force members melude: Avechic Givens, Phyllis | larvin, David | lawkamen,
rrrry Holfinan, Sm.w Kilntrriy, J-‘«'pil Kmﬁumn ”l h\n] G"wlll. .l—.‘d!d\ln |‘cl:ih|.. Jan Pllmpluu,
Joho Ruppe William Sonds MWillia Stevens, James Steonge, Reverend Carel Wilker, Angelia
Pinclerhughes Washington and Grant Wt Pelly Nyberg serves o Facilivies reper Manager

May tned! Penumbea will aimounce its pL\m in &\rln;-\, 1598,
NON-ENGLISH SPEAKING SPOKEN HERE:
A LATE-NIGHT SERIES

\)\)’ﬂh sipporl !rcm :]»r .lrr“m( }auul.‘llq\. m’ial |vlny\~'rl«_\1|h pu‘mrwm artis, -\nnl l‘rnun!ll‘n
Avtistic Fellow Loaurie Carlos premiered a new series that explores contemporary multidiciplinary
werk by local and national perdormance antists. These artists participated i workslops and presented
‘\nvlu-in-pn.‘yt(l- e a [.u;-nig'n aubience ot Lenumbea Theatee. Guest artits included |)IL'“:‘
Branurers Jesica Flagecdorn, Daniel Alexancder Jones, Jake-am Jenes, Kiyeke Matoyama. Cyaithia
Oliver, Carl Hancek Ruse ok L. S s cthiers:







4TH ANNUAL JAZZ JAM &
90TH BRTHDAY CELEBRATION

Pcnuml.;m's .mmla} Jc\zx Jmn I|1.'\s come to lw one ol lll{ Il.win Cil.ie; most exciting
spring sper.ln' events. ]rl[llntenl in 1993 lilz anz .]mn allr.:d.e<l approxlmmelly 150 [rlcnc!s
to the Fine Ll.n: Music Cale. l iavlr:g outgrown the Fine I.ine, in 1996 the anz Jam
nuJ\"t{! Lo Llle Mclropolllan C[uimm wilm over 300 ‘rlcmls mpy:(_{ |.||c jazz slyhngs
o G Y Award inated 1 P Hannibal Lokambe. On I'-rlday, May @
1997, Penumbra welcomed over 500 Twin Citians to the 4th Annual Jazz Jam &
9.{1‘1 Bdrtl'ltlay Czlel)ralton. Two—lim Pullu;p:r Prizz—wmnlng p|aywﬂ3}1l /\uc;ust
Wikson un(; 97 (‘)rammy Award-nominated Jazz pianist Marcus Ral;c.rk alul the
Mamis Rcl:crts Trio ||¢Ip¢(l cc‘cl)ratt Pcnumlwa‘s ml‘:ﬂm.

& Thanks 1o 1i|c L‘“a\'lng lor md]-dng tim cvent A stccess: B.\rinm \}u D.n-ln and
Ken Davis Praclints, Crocus Il Flower f\’L\rLct, Card Medibesher, Minnesota
f\"lunlluly. Nurllnrc\l ;'\Ir!ln.'s. Lmvc" Pl-:lu‘ll .\ml tlu‘ [.)‘\Lr-l.\ linr .m.! (nr.l'l,
INT Praducons, and Clandia Whallace Cranlener,
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PENUMBRA'S ACCES AND EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVES

The 1997 Penumbra Summer Arts |

Bhnnbes clleredl ity smmmer arts imstinde for 20 high-chocl age winlents cotaled Toward an Alewan Amerscan Awtheic
W the Presentation aaned Apprectation of Black Deaina The Sammer Arts Intitite efered panticipante an spportunity 1o

Brhore the weath of “overdovked” comrilamions 1o theatee coeatesd by MArican MAomeriaim

'lln' E‘l‘l‘“"‘ ora L“‘l[":‘(“l“ Y [ ‘LLL’HK'\.‘ E l|||l|I

Bic B is aun inittstive etablidhed 1o mtresdice the Alrican Mmerican experieme to iadividids low lkely 10 have accen 1o

Boisben e to tncome v social incdathon Tree amd reduncedd et tickets are madde avlable 1o wabnidize sttembame 16 slevted
s oF-each ekl vge |~¢u~ln.!L~n. 17 Dol comtribators mchcled Medirontc T, Mercpns Udifornia Midway,

o the Soint Pl Fovmdotion's MArican Aeeran Commmity Loddowient Lo

Sunly (h-.’uhlh-t.
Nl wpysort Trom the MunneapelieZS Poudl LINKS lcorported, Pesmumnbea s peodices study goides for each of ws
B e v Sy ks e ened o spbms ot s s the spden of K
Maroyama, Director of Theatee Fhiation &£ Ohtreach. Sndy Wuuln ace madde available to Troger SUICCTSS (Stunderns

l:--4|(xl.‘|n|-nc_| Creative Contrel Esential 1o Sell-eteem and Succes) participants, = swell o stislent matinee attendees

S .3 )
] | w I \'l“‘”‘l‘rc\ 1 ll\'-\l n y“' it ll ‘_ -anpn.il IY
B dizing a need to connect sudents attending the Smmmer At lntitite 1o an on-going iniliative wohene Uy s enre thelr
5 - Going i
Bcots Tor the Tutnre, Pesmumbra begn on infoennd Youth Company: Femnben has enlisted appreximately 20 sudents 10

Porticipate in weckly reunedtable disussion cn .\mllliﬂlllmy aling and directing

!nlrrmllip [\l'o.g,r.\n:
Ll yenr Tenvnbea cmploys more acters chorosaraphers. ey divectors sl adminseatces of el than Al ether theaters
B Minnesta combined b # critical wwe contine 1o |‘n‘\'l4|f nan-ymrm epporiumilies for |~c,~|‘lr o cobor -uLl--q .||.j|n'r|-§|r|<\

bl creative epportumities i theatre. Currently, Temmmbea i i the provess of weking fumding for the folloving artitic /1e [

81 sntermmdiipe Devinge, Tleateicad. Avdion Wardrebes sl Prechition



1007 Simmer Aete Iratitite pacticipants
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INANCIALS

Prnum{am I wakre (TL‘II\})\“!!Y Lmnp!elcxl a LN!\\CH\LU&‘y -w.u.:«‘ul [i\cul years
(1.[“1”.1”!\!_1 its operating 1L\:‘k.IL wllll a positive un:t‘sln\.lt‘(l nel assel ll.\l.mu‘ (.“ $§_’.4;W.

L.onlrllyltlm_g to ltl‘\ SKCESS WEre -.:V:rul mulll--y('_\r grants in LL: areas vl r:{\'ntr.nl

operations lfx;]mc)!\g[c..ll H}\_:'rmlc.k .lml en_:,.mlznlluﬂnl capacity l\ull(llnc}

chcra[ \ll}n[[ic.‘ml [Ii"L‘IllE (‘_Ollh‘i‘.\lltl'oni supporting [‘muml\r.\.s m.\rl(clim_\ l‘lk{(‘a\'orc

]\i‘!pﬁl create a muc]l -nccdml aura \1[ excitement ﬂml kpﬂl.‘.\Jc dl’l‘.\ll](l lI|1c lil-:..nlr(.

| Hlm Iu--ldml mntnlmtlnru i||:1ml.~ I]lc [a“nwllltj:
@ a pro [\u:‘.o Lu:"\nsl-lma_qiug campaign l«_!- L!y R‘rixo]w ."\"Lvl«linq k‘onm:unu.\(lunc
& Pf:‘lj\ anniversary pr.\.-nols'.«n.J :lm!cridl\ pr{.\l‘u..c(] I.vv 3!\1
@ Black Nativity media sponsorship provided by KARE-11 TV

& '-|\r(~.'\ll |*r'.'~|:|ol|u|\.\] ml-.\'nhl:'.:\ g\r.:\--,.]u.l l\y .'\"Imncwl a ."\'llanlll'.]y




CONTRIBUTCRS

Penumbra Theatre Company wishes to recognize our lamily ol

REVENUE & EXPENSES

supporters ler t\'llt\'u\q in the power o theatre lor the a-u]l
Highlimhus

: P 3 / it n [ | n .
] ia.t1 Vu.\.’ 996 Nevenue } I‘m.‘[. \/ ear 1997 !\u\'(mlc ol In the liest rows 1, Pemembea the only theatre to gain acce o the Bush Foundation's
Ollier 2% | Regional Arts Deevelopment Program. Fenunbra receved o two-year grant of Feociooo for fical years wo7

1
and 1998
Conbealarbions

1% 3
- ' | & | |
The MNorthwest Avrea Foundation approved a 3-year grant of Fa80.000 bor tech emm uparaies stall
el i ol B e  Facditie :
deselopment, nereased marketing and devebopment initiatives and lacilities upsrade .
| cundation’s lunding began in fical year 1997 and will end in fixd year B9
CORPORATE. FOUNDATION AND OOVERNMENT CO

Fical Year 1996 |_\';\“n.~'c.~ Fiscal y.‘_\r 1997 ['..xpn‘.xa

Fundacsing Furckavsing 6%

-“lc {I.nml year 1997 Awudited Financal Slatcm:nt is .\v.\|1.-l‘lf upon recaest,




INDIVIDUAL CONTRIB

UTORS
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PENUMBRA THEATRE COMPANY

OARD OF DIREC

David Abeams
Jaanes . Adams
my
Mary K Boyd
Girey Cunningham
Pamela 1 Diesnick
Phiyllis Harvin
Terry Hlelman
Judge Lakime Lange

Foric G Loucas
Reshen & Miller
Lha Ml

e Plimpton

s Shoholrs

Wolliam 1 Stevens

1 0i9 o= 1 997

STALT

Lou Bellamy, Avtiic Direcror
Erin Disvors Managng Diccitor
Featheyn Ca gnon, L o Manager
Cheryl Btz Finance Director
Dale Mot Development Dicector
Cindy Reynalds. Mucketing Director
Surider Hammer, Technical Director
Lanrie Carlos Artisic Fellow
Kiyoke Metopama Director of Theatre
dcation and Outreach
Mike McQiston, Master Carpenter

T S M
V.m\_; Finance Asoclate
Sertnaery Deevelopmant #sociate

Tony Kiene: Public Relations Cocedinater

4 e
Brerns, Coroup Salls Coordinatr

artav Ticker Office Msoxiate

EDGEMENTS
. REPORT
An Divetions Wistration/Destqn
Chad Haolfman

Compiled by
Dale Matt-and Loanna Sentngen

Pets o0 [ Design

Piine ki Corrimications

Black Nativity Logs

Katannah Day

PENUMBRA THEATRE
COoOMPANY
1l Q Browin/”
Martin Luther King Center
2o s\'..-n|| K\-m .;Irn'l
St Pad, MIN 5102
(o1 ke 42180
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