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BEnlisted a private July 16, 1862, became a member of
the 16th Maine Volunteers. Promoted to First Lieuntenant,
Aug. 26th,1862. Promoted to Captain, Dec. 1s%,1863. Discharged
June 5th, 1865, at Augusta, Maine.

Regiment detailed as forlorn hope July 1st,1863, at
Cettysberg, and ordered by General Robinson to hold a certain
position on the Mummasburg Road at all hazards, to enable bal-
ance of Second Division to retire.

Regiment surrounded and captured by Ramscure and
lMcHNiel's ©brigades of the enemy.

In Libby Prison 291 days; in Danville 5 days; in
Macon, Ga. 76 days; in Savannsh, Ga., 47 days; 1n Charles-
town, S.C., 23 days; in Camp Sorghum, S.C., 69 days; in
Asylum Camp, Columbia, S.C., 64 days; and on road %o Wilming~-
ton for exchange, 15 days. :

Perticipated in the Battle of Fredricksburg,Dec. 13,
1862. liade a bayonet charge on the railroad raid; a squad of
rebels rose up out of the ditch and started for the woods,with
arms st the trail. I was First Lieutenant then, and I stepped
through the ranks and ran around the rebels and invited them %o
surrender, and they did; they dropred their arms., Then we ad-
vanced to the woods & short distance and fired into the woods.
Tle could see no one but we knew some one was there. As we
stood there, Major Parnham came to me and said, "The Colonel
wants you to move to €olonel Leonard, 13th Mass., and ask him
to move his commsnd in line to 16th Maine. I went, and on the
way I met a man who put his bayonet against my breast and
tried to stop me. I to0ld him I was carrying a message and was
coming back, which I did, end returned to the firing line.
llany years later I asked the Colonel if he remembered giving
me the order. He said he did, but did not know who carried
the message. . -

At the Battle of Gettysburg,July 1lst,1863, the 16th
Maine was detailed on a forlorn hope and ordered to hold a
certain position at all hazards. We did this and were s&ur-
rounded and captured by superior force. Previously, in the
same battle, I gave first aid to a wounded man. I was stand-
ing at the left, snd the Captain at the right, when I saw his
throat bleeding. I ran over to him esnd got him on his back
behind a tree, wet my handkerchief with the water I had in
my canteen, wrarped it elosely around his neck, and then the
blood stoppred. Then I heard the Colonel give the order to
charge, and I told the Captain I must leave him, which I did.
I looked and saw the men scrambling over the fence, and I
jumped up and followed. Before I reached the regiment the
rebels ran and turned into the woods. I returned to where I
had left the Captain and found that he had left. After the
Battle of Fredericksburg I asked my Captain how I behaved in
battle on that day. He said "Spiendid.”
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//ké% /ﬁ . WAR REMINESENCES,
NS

BY CAP'T. L.C. BISBEE,

o _ 16th & MAINE VOLS.

B

' ANTIETEIM.

In the following description of scenes and incidents of
the War of the Rebellion are those which came under my own per-
sonal observations- or is credit given to the source from which
they were obtained. - -

~ The 16th Maine,on its arrival in Washington, was detalled
to the forts at Arlington for the purpose of being drilled in
heavy artillery practice, but when the army moved on the Antie-
teim campaign the 16th was, by mistake, ordered to join it.

o R 8, ’ e
s The Coloﬂ%&ffeelfng that the regiment should not be put
in & battle in it& undrilled condition, protested and we were
detailed as rear guard of the army- arrivéd;on the battle field
- after the battle had been fought. =

The Union dead had been buried. The Rebel dead were being
buried by our troops-they lay so thick in some places that we
had to step over them when marching accross the battle field. I
noticed one man hanging on the top rail of a fence-his head on
one side and his feet on the other-these dead men were a ter-
rible sight-lying as they fell-in all positions-swollen and dis-
colored. 3 iy B ;

We went into camp about three miles from the river and
remained until October 26th. When the regiment left Arlington

the tents, knapsacks and overcoats, ete. of the enlisted men were. .

et

1eft to be stored in Washington, and the men suffered severly- -~
for want of them. The weather was cold and rainy and about one

!

half of the regivent became unfit for duty. The officers mnade :~?;

repeated efforts to have them brought up.but without r sult.
However, they did arrive at a near by station but late to
be delivered before we started on the southward march. S
= . The tents, knapsacks and'oferGOats did overtake us at. .. -
Fletchers Chapel near Fredricksburg on Thanksgiving day. -

s While we lay at Antieteim the army was reviewed by Pﬁééi;
degtlLincoln and Gen. Mcplellan.,_ < _ i

;‘  0ﬁ the_ésth of October; we.atarted on our soﬁthward'ﬁgggﬁi
in the afternoon. Rain began to fall shortly after and it not-
only rained but poured and at midnight we came to a halt on the
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top of a mountain in a dense forest and were told to 1ook?ou£3g%%;ﬁ :

for ourselves as best we could. To build fires seemed out of the-
uestion. With my orderly Sergeant and another men, we.took tos o

great ¥ires were burning. They looked good %o us. We procured .=
some wet chestnut rails, found a pile of boulders on the side s

of a ridge, and after a great amount of profdnity hed been wast-"
oy ___".T.__' oy L 1 : ._ - g = e 3 ;ff X e i ot -.:i'_ o
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3 zvtyﬂthe_ and soon came to open ground and an artillery camp wheres °
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three dayss Then we moved along toward Antietam and arrived at

- i.ff- :Z' i

When the 16th Maine left Arling,ton, ‘we trailed along behind the

-” army to Antietam. The flret eemp we made was at the Montgomery

Blair place, twelve miles frem Washington- a beautiful place.

In a beek on one side waelbuilt a grotto with a marble statue standing )

| . | . |
1e & -spring of water., Then we went along and marched two or three {

dayefuntil we reached Ridgeville, where we went inte camp enq remained :
Antietam battlefield two days after the battle was fought; the
nineteenth. The next day we marched across' the battlefield, |

stepping over the dead bodiee, end went into oamp three milee beyond
the battlefield. We werse aesigned to Hartzell'e Brigade, Rlckett‘
Division, Hooker's Corps., This wes the firet time we had joined the

Corpse
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ed, we had a fire. The Sergeant built the fire and did the

swearing-and he was a past master in the art- then we made a
shed of our gum blankets facing the fire, went to bed-not a

dry thread in our clothing. TWe awoke in the morning, fresh
and steaming, feeling fine and when the regiment came along, fell
in. X ;

The day before we arrived at Antieteim, I crossed the -
battle field of South Mountain where Gen. Reno was killed. I
saw twelve bullet holes in a fence rail six inches wide and
twelve inches long, and the scrub oaks on the other side of the
fence were cut in shredds, indicating that there had been some
hard fighting at that point.

_/’ While lying in camp at Fletchers Chapel, I had a good
joke on Cap't. Waldron. He was at one time a Colonel of Mili-
tia- was the owner and editor of the Lewiston Journal.

' As a rule we used to provide our own - I did not like
to call on the men to do what I could do myself end I liked
the exerdise. We were joking one day and the Cap't. said he
would bring in all the wood I would chop, and I closed the con-
tract with him at once, and I felt sure that he could not carry
out his part of it, for like most farmer boys, I was expert with
an ax. [ took an ax and selected an oak about ten inches thick-
felled it and cut it in four foot lengths and split it into con-

jent loads. The Cap't. stacked up two loads alone and then
brought some of the enlisted men to help him.
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: We passed through Pleasant Valley, through
Crampton's Gap where we noticed the graves of those ,, ., .= . /1
P eal in & fight there - through BuckBgille and Jua el
ecrossed the Potomac below:. Harpers Ferry., = Stopped
a day at Lovettsville to make Muster Rolls. I made
them for Company I. My table was a trunk with the
regulation wooden bands on the top. I had no seat
but the ground. A muster roll contains the names
of every member of the Company and accounts for
them, requiring considerable writing besides the names,
and is made in triplicate, Next day we resumed the
march. At this time it was very cold and a snow storm
was in progress. Water froze in the canteens., About
this time McCLellan§ was relieved of the command of
the army. Ve kept on, only sesting to build .corduroy
roads, until we recached Fletcher's Chapel where our
tents &c were received, and we went into camp and
soon were in a comfortable condition.

Through the Sountry between Washington and
idge, by the way of Varrington, one day
we stopped to rest near the plantation of Col. Taliferio,
a rebel, and the boys always looking for plunder, found
potatoes and salt stored in an out house and helped
themselves as usual, I was brigade officer of the day,
but was too tired to interfere.

_ I hould\?gige 8 \\tgat .wlgi-l’g\we 13.%‘!;
Antet the‘gng wa ewed Dby President Lincoln and
G’e n'- HCL llanl_ e 4 pu&f.‘/"f cr f(:) ‘!) efae, ’I :

“"Dec. 9th, 1862, preparing for battle.

Dec. 1lth =~ Broke chmp and marched to the
river, and on the 12th in the afternoon crossed the river
;t ¥ranklins Crossing and took position near the Bernard *

ouse,

(As we lay waiting on the 12th, a battery just
above us on the river bank was exchanging shots with a
rebel battery. Feeling a curiosity to examine it more
closely, I left my Compazny without leave and approached
«"/\a8 near the battery as I thought was prudent. Fredericks- -
urg was burdéng at the time, the flames mounting high = :
magnificient sight,) A B N

.‘eﬁ.ﬁ.‘-'} N

: It was very muddy a£ that time and placq_"l.ff:; 7o
spread my poncho on the mud and with my boots for a gillﬁv,A“ %
. went to bed, my body settling into-the soft mud, pulled , 7 7

my.cap over my face and slept soundly with no thought of
what the morrow might bring forth., .. o 4
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Qy Regiment was in line the next morning at
. o 8 o'clock-marched to the left one-fourth mile,crossed
&' —& knowlYer ridge where the Hegiment came under fire for
the first time. We were obliged to halt here while
the pioneers cleared a passage through brush in a
ravine. It was here the first man was wounded, It was
here that I noticed one of my company ducking his head :
as the bullets passed zipping by. I said to him, "No
use dodizing tnose fellows Uncle John*", but I recollect
that another man's head was .before night on that
day. b5 : :
After crossing the ravine; we came upon a
piece of plowed ground. The enemy had a good range
“on us and when they became too busy for our comfori
the Col. shouted "lie down" = we did. #&s soon as_the
shelling slackened we were up again, reached the Bowling
Green road and marched a short distance to the right and
filed tb left upon the battle field, in full view of s
the enemy snd under fire of their batteries and musketry.
Here the regiment was ordered to unsling knapsacks which
was done and they were left in a pile. Then it appeared
that the officials were not ready to slaughter us and - -

we were marched back to the road and lay down, partially
protected by the banks and ditches. ' i -

The road where my company rested had been cut -f
through a ridge and a bank was-left on the side toward - Ly@gﬁkjy :
the enemy. I could not see what was going on in front<+—
A ?ow of small cedar trees with brushesyinterlaced formed
a fence on the bank., There was a'vastﬁgmount of noise
being made and shells and bullet\s were whistling over -
us. I had & curiosity to see as well as hear and 1 )
crawled up to the fence and through an opening I had
a view of the battle to right and left for some distance.,
1 can see it now. The scene will never be effaced from. my
memory, I did not. enjoy this scene long, as the Colonel's
eagle eye discovered me and he called me down, b i

The condition at 1;30 was this at this poihtga”’ P o
The 24 and 3d Brigades of the 2d Division had been put .«  a
into the fight one at a time, had probably used all tﬁﬂir*"*yﬂﬁ
ammunition and had been withdrawn meking no,~ effective gi;‘ ot
impression upon the enemy. They could not, not being near s
enough for.one reason, =nd the enemy concealed behind tgis V1%
grade of the railroad and in the woods for another,; Our &
Brigade was ordered forward, and we took the place of .<: .
the brigade then on the firing line, 4s a member of .

‘o
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Brigafle came through our lines a member of the 12th
Mass., a neighbor of mine, cemé through my Company
directly against me; we shook hands and he said "take
care of yourself, Lewis,” and went to the rear. 1
learned later that his regiment formed again on our
right and went into the fight again and he was shotl
dead only a few minutes after I saw him. His name
was Jerome Hodge, & brave soldier. He was in the
Antetem fight. #hile we lay at Antetam, he pointed
out to me a stump behind which he lay when a shell
struck the stump and exploded, His musket had a i
bullet-hole througn the stock where it extends on the
underside of the barrel between. /1 t- e et

We wtood in line firing for a short time
and then the commander seeing that it was inaffective
gave the order to advance and charge. The ground over
which we had to pass had been a corn-field. The ground
had frozen the previous night and had thawed and was
the most slipery, sticky mud imaginable, and as a :
further hindrance two ditches were encountered so deep and
wide that we could not leap tnem but had to climb down
into them and out.

The Brigade Commander noticing some of the bays ducking
their heads, said "no use boys." Just at that moment &
shell came in close proximity to his head, He ducked =
the boys laughed. "0," he said, %you can dodge big ones
like that.” ' g : 7y

& g S
During:the advancejrthe enemy were very busy.
The air was filled with the missilss. The exploding
shells with their devilish whistling, shrieking noises
snd the bullets zipping, zipping through the air, the
yud spattering, the cafinons' roar, shouts of the -officers,
all combined proved that "War is Hell." R j

Corporal Davis, who carried the National Colors;
stepped out in front of the line and maintained that po-
sition during the charge. He is now Captain Davis of

olis fought his way up fr S ntd - ':if
.fyéﬁg%ﬁ%&é and _gilafghy - a“%ﬁkvé)magflghg%ﬁgﬂiiiur%i%gﬁﬂ;mﬁfﬁf
We arrived.at theé grade of the *ai1r0s LA LA,
4y YA ad beh AR
S zgiee?gﬁalwéheyr bayonets fixed and riumbqra'o;qgli‘e'f?i"_,ﬁ;:: A
Seemed anxious tg ; ?‘*ﬁﬁéd\&ﬂd with arms at a trail’ &4
. | 8 to retzre.\II sliked to have them go and"

L1




1 rushed through the ranks flourishing my revolver,
calling them to surrender. My orderly Sergeant was doing
the same stunt at the right of the Company, They came
back through our ranks and were sent to the rear in
charge of two Lieutenants. Some of my men joked me

about the figure I cut when I ran out and released

those fellows from duty for a while. I must have had

a very savage and blood-thirsty appearance. There was
not the least bit of danger for me, as they were as meek
as lambs,

: Then we charged to the edge of the woods a
few rods distant and stood firing into the woods until
our ammunition was expended when the Col., observing
that the other regiments of the brigade had become
invisible, gave thé._order to retire, which we did.

Each man for himself, the enemy followirg and shooting -
our loss was heavy on the retreat. Before I had got

far to the rear, I cuame upon a menmber of my Company :
whose ankle was shattered. I tried to get him on my bac
vut could,not., I told him that we both would be shot.
Helped him to & low place and left him, Then I hiked
again and soon encountered Lieut. Bisbee of Co. C, He
held out his arm and said "I got hit, Lewis - shot
through thewrist". Next I came up with Capt. Wgldron
who was helping one of our men who was wounded in the
leg. I helped on the other side and we were soon under
cover on the safe side of the ridge. Later in the
afternoon I assisted in carr a wounded man to the
hospital, and there saw a mdst affecting sight - the

two lLieutenznts who the prisoners had guarded to the
rear sitting there appearing quite contented, munching
hard-tacky fhey evidently had forgctten touﬂfﬁi’%}‘ the Yi; .

- Regiment.

About 10 o'clock a commissary wagon appeared
and a slice of salt pork on a hard-tuck tasted good.
later, with a party, I went out between the picket lines -
looking for wounded. : ¥

£

; ‘Thus ended one of the most stupendous blunders _.
of the war - a Commanding General hurling his army against
the enemy occupying*dvantageous position, entremched and
holding the advantdyes of a much shorter line on a high

ridge - it was simply murder. . @ .

I knew that our Division was fought oné bri sad <
in detail at & time without support. The Csﬁmaggfnzrégiigai7i*ﬂﬁ
was on the other side of the me@, three miles distanty’ Coi. & *"
Tilden in his report s&ys he went into the fight with 406 men . . .
and 21 officers, - The Adjutant's report sayd that 224 wereir -
killed or wounded, or 54 per cent. I have thess reports.” .= o

3
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Col. Adrain R. Root, Com'dg. lst Brigade,

Col.:- ‘ .
I have the honor to submit the following report of the

Regiment under my command in the late engagement near Fredricks-~
burg :-

In compliance with your orders, my command, numbering 21 line
officers, and 406 enlisted men, was in line at 5 o'clock the morn-
ing of the 11th instant, for the purpose of crossing the Rappahan-
nock, as it was understood we were to cross at daybreak. We con-
menced our line of march with the 1lst Brigade at 5:15 A.l., and
proceeded some three miles toward the river, a short distance be-
low Fredericksburgh, when it was ascertained that we could not
cross, owing to the engineer's being unable to complete the bridg- -
es. At this point I brought my command to a rest, and remained
through the day and night. On the morning of the 12th instant,
orders being received from headquarters of the Brigade to be under
arms at 5 o'clock, I had my command in line at the appointed time,
and took up the line of march, crossing the river about 12 o'clock
M. After crossing and resting for a short time, we formed a line
of battle in the rear of the 107th Pennsylvania and 105th Hew York
Volunteers, near the stone mansion occupied as & Hospital, which
position we maintained through the remainder of the afternoon and
night, with the exception of changing slightly, from time to time,
to avoid the fire of the enemy's batteries in position on the Heigh-
ts at our right.

On the morning of the 13th instant I had my command under
arms at 8 o'clock, and received orders to move by the le ft flank
to the left about a quarter of a mile. Here we were obstructed in
our passage by a thick growth of bushes and & ravine. Our pioneers
soon cleared the bush, and we wege again on the march. While wait-
ing at the above place, two of my command were slightly wounded by
pieces of shell from the enemy's guns, they having complete range
of this point. After crossing the ravine, we moved by the right
flank beyond the county road, and formed in line of battle. We re-
mained here for a short time, and were then ordered to retire to
the road, where we remained until about 1 o'clock P.M. At this
time I moved my regiment, in compliance with our orders, to the
front in the open %191&, and then by the right flank to the right,
unmasking the 105th New York, and forming in line of battle on the
right. We irmediately opened fire upon the enemy, who were cover-
ed behind the enbankment of the railroad in front of us. Finding
hig fire very disastrous, and seeing that our fire was doing little

or no execution, the order was received from you, through

Lieut. Scovill, to fix bayonets, charge, and drive him from his
breast-works. My regiment being some fifteen paces in advance of
those on my right and left, I waited some few moments for them to
come up, but finding they did not, I gave the order to charge, -~ .
which was obeyed with promptness and firmness equal to that @ifsplay- -
ed by veteran troops, driving the enemy from his breast-works, and
capturing some sixty prisoners, sending the same to the rear. «




After crossing, I advanced into the woods a short distance.
My lines being somewhat broken, I ordered a new line formed for
the purpose of advancing still farther. But finding that we had
no support, I immediately gave the order to fire into the woods,
where it was evident the enemy were in ambush. I was hoping that
support might be sent to us. None being received, however, my
ammunition being nearly exhausted, and finding the enemy had gained
possession of the point of woods making out on our left, which I
supposed was held by one of the other regimentsof the brigade, I
gave the order to retire. We retired under the crest of the hill
back of the county road, where we remained until 2 o'clock in the
morning of the 14th inst. We then moved to the left some mile aid
a half, and remained until daylight, at which time we advanced,
and formed s second line of battle at this point. We remained in
this position Sunday and Monday. In obedience to your orders, I
got my command into line at 7 o'clock Monday evening , and cross-
ed the river without any casualty. -

I should be doing injustice to mention the names of any of
my command as worthy of mention in this engagement, as all perform-
ed their duty like true soldiers.

My loss of line officers was fully equal to the percentage
of enlested men, being eleven killed, wounded, and missing. Among
the number were Capt. Hutchins of Company B, and Lieut. Herrick
of Company D, who fell while gallantly leading their commands.

, I should be remiss did I fail to mention the bravery and
heroic conduct of the 12th Massachusetts, Col. Bates commanding,
which regiment we were ordered to relieve. It was with difficulty
we gained their front, so determined were they in doing their
whole duty. However I hand you a list of casualties.

I have the honor, Col. to remain very resp'y.

Your  ob't serv't,
Chas. W. Tilden,
Lt.-Col., Com'dg 16th Me. Vols.




Summary

the battle of

Officers
Enlisted
Officers
Enlisted
Officers
Enlisted

of Adjutants report of casualties in

Fredericksburg.

men killed - - - - 54

mortally wounded - 2
men " o

wounded

men wounded -~ -




December 14th, 1862.

Both armies lay facing each other all day- the enemy
occasionally sending a shell from our left. I saw one play with
a pack of cards- a soldier was in the act of taking off his knap-
sack and had partly arisen when the ball struck it from his back-

tore it in pieces and threw the pack of cards which was in it:;{ )
% oy 200 &

into the air about twenty-five feet and they cams skirmering
to the ground in all directions. The ball was nearly spent and
struck the ground close to me and went ricochetesky away to
the right without doing any damage. )

_ Gen. Hood in his book says "he visited Gen. Lee the
ka_ evening after the battle and Lee asked him if he thought Burn-
T side =8 made his principal attack. Gen. Hood thought hs had
end said so. Gen. Lee thought he had not and expected a renewal
of the battle the next morning. :

On the morning of the 14th Gen. Hood says he accom-
panied Gen. Lee and Gen. Jackson on & reconnoisance to their
right and from an eminence nsar Hamilton's crossing on the Bowl- ;
ing Green ro2d had a splendid view of the Union Army, seven lines,
seemingly a mile in length. : :

We remained in came position during the night of the
14th and &uring the 15th and at night under cover of the dark-
ness and rain, quietly folded our tents and stole away -went in-
to bivounae not far from the river- in the morning found oursel-
'ves in the water, also found ourselves in the range of the rebel
guns. The enemy also found it out and chased us over the hill
out of sight. Uent into winter quarters near Fletchers Chapel.

During the two days that we lay quiet before re-oross-
ing the river, my Cap't. was sick in the hospital, and I had
charge of the Compeny. I was wondering what I should do if the
Johnnies made ah sttack. -

: We lay in camp, doing Camp and picket duty, until
January 20th, 1863, when we took part in the famous lud March.
I was detailed to the command of another Company whose Officers
were either sick or absent. It began to rain in the afternoon

and continued a1l night and the next day. That night we want 1n,-,g'.'T

to Camp in a valley and during the night the water invaded the
day tentm of the men. I crawled into a tent with two of the
men. Next morning resumed the march and arrived sometime some-

where, I did not know then where we were and don't know now. We :Jﬁ,

stayed all night in the woods, the rain still continuping. TNext
morning hiked back to the old camp, a sorry appearing army. It
is said that the Rebles had erected a sign at the point on the
river where Burncside intended to land, reading thus "Burnside
stuck in the mud." =T P A
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It wes a wet, muddy but bloodless campaign. The outcome
was probably more favorable for the Union Army than if conditions
had been such as would have allowed our Army to eross the river.

Roturned to 0ld camp where we remained until the opening
of Chancellor Carmpaign.

When the regiment took up the line of march, I was left
in the Hospital sick, but arrived at the headquarters of the
ambulance corps in the afternoon of the day of the battle and
on inquirging for the location of my regiment, was told by Lieut.
Gracelon, that the army were retreating. Then we occupied the
0ld camp agein near Falmouth until the movement that ended at
Gettysburg was begun.

On the 6th of June, we took the road toward Bealton Station
and arrived there on the 2nd day. I wore a pair of boots with
holes worn through the toes and the sand blistered my feet, mak-
ing the third day's march very painful and tedious. The 3rd day
we left Nealton sbout nine o'clock and made no stbp except at
10 o'clock P.l. to meke coffee,until we arrived at Memphsis at
sunrice. _

As we heflted and lay down for a rest, the sun-a.big red
ball-was juet rising. The weather was torrid for many days and
the heat was intense. The surface of the roads wes worked into
a fine dust by the passage of the artillery, teams .and the feet
of marching men. BEvery step it would rise in the eri all about
e person. Long distances away the marching columns could be
located by the ecloud of dust rising above the woods.

I used to make a bundle of my vest and blouse, tie it to
ny sword hilt, loosem the collar of my shért, réll up my sleeves
and go for "em". :

At night if we had the good luck to stop, we would be
1lastered with dust, and fortunate if we found water to wash our

aces. :
Vregontsco0r
The next move from Memph®is was to Centerville and then to
Googe Creek. I rested my blistered feet on an ambulance on
these two marches. We remained at Goose Creek several days.
The Cavalry battle of Aldein was fought at this time. It wgs

between us and the Blue Ridge. We were -called into line Beverﬁyg’.wﬁ

al times on that day. The enemy were marching down the Shasmmen-
doah Valley west of the Blue Ridge. Hooker's army were between
Washington and Lee's army. BHooker halted his army so that Lee . &
could get zhead of him. At Chancellorville he waited and fail- ~ -
ed to attack the enemy after he and his Generals were absolutely -
certain that Lee had withdrawn & part of his arny to fight-

Sedgwick.




- Headgquarters 24 Div. 1let Corps,
May 3, 1863, 4 1/2 o'clock P.M.

Col:- You will please send an intelligent officer to the right of
your line to ascertain and report upon the condition of affairs
on the Rapidan. Observe particularly whether the enenmy is mak-
ing any movement in that direction. The information is wanted

this evening.

John C. Robinson, Brig.-Gen.- Com'dg.

Col. A.R. Root,
Com’dy the Brigade.

nespectfully referred to Adj't Small, 16th Me. Vols., who will
execute the duty, and report therson.

A.R. Root, Col. Com'dg Brigade.

In obedience to th&s'order. Adjutant Small mounted

his horse, and with an orderly leaped the breastworks and proceed-
ed down the road foward Ely's Ford. Passing our picket line half .77
a mile out, and the cavalry wisdedbe but a short distance beyond, N
he slackened pace and moved cautiously some three miles, and drew
rein at the edge of the wood, where the road made & sharp bend to
the left, inthe direction of the ford. The quiet hush of the
woods and the stillness of the air betrayed no presence of a 1liv-
ing thing. The Adjutant at once left the road, and meeting a
probable owner of the homse directly in his way, bade him good
evening, and asked if Bé objected to his crossing the yard and
field. He was a most villainous-iooking and shabbily-clad tramp. ;
The Adjutant felt uneasy at leaving him at large, but time was
prec¢ious, the orderly unarmed, and B¢ could not invest in a rebal*h}a
and proceed, so, politely thanking him,'ﬁh:rode out some mile or
so to & bend in the river, on an elevation of some fifty or seven-
ty-five feet, and rapidly noted all of interest for future use.
Directly acgross the river, and from one to three miles to the
left, fires from deserted camps and several buildings were still
burning. Two long columns of infantry with artillery were rapid-
. 1y moving from our front in the direction of Fredericksburgh. He

saw no other signs of the enemy, and believing the information
 yaluable to an army waiting behind breast-works for an attack from

a force, who, unseen, were withdrawing to fall upon Sedgwick, he
started on his return, elated with success secured with so little .
danger. Leaving the field by the way he came, he reached the house
yard, and was startled to see the rebel picket 1line across the - g
road, and following the woods both ways. The reserve was one - . -
hundred yards to the left, lying on the ground near their stack of
arms. There was byt one alternative; it was either prison or the -
Union lines. The Adjutant had escaped notice thus far, and bury-

ing his spurs in his horse's flanks, shot across the yard into the-
road, followed by the orderly. The first plunge of the horses a- .- .
larmed the picket, and with the command, "Halt" Halt! ceme three- . .
shots which passed harmlescly by. On across the road and into the = |
woods, when again came the shout, "Halt, you darmed Yanks!"™ They -

-
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were in for it, and reckless of the bullets from the rebels, who
now crowded the road in the rear, they went madly on out of range, .
eand none the worse for the scare. ILuckily for them, carbines
were used instead of rifles. Nearly a mile out from our lines
was General Reynolds, our corps commander, with staff, anxiously
waiting, for the intelligence reguested through General Robinson.
Meeting the Adjutant, he seid, quickly, "welli?" Receiving the
information with cordial thanks, the General rode rapidly to
Hooker's headquarters. Some one knows what was said by the corps
commanders assembled there within thirty minutes, - I don't. But
I firmly believe that had General Reynold's suggestion, referred
to in Doubleday's "Chancellorsville and Gettysburg™, been adopt-
ed, our defeat would have been & victory. The facts obtained by
this reconnoissance, added to the result of a reconnoissance

said to have been made by General Webb & few hours earlier, were
such as to warrant Hooker in acting up to his intentions, as in-
dicated in his dispatch to General Sedgwick at twelve o'clock M.
"If the necessary information can be obtained today, and if it
shall be of the character the commanding general anticipates, it
is his intention to advance upon the enemy to-morrow." He could
eanticipate but one thing favorablycto his advance, and that was
the withdrawal of a portion of the enemy's forces from his front.
The reconnoissances alluded to gave him the necesesary information.




MeLellan failed to take the advantage he had at
Antietein and allowed Lee to retire sfcross the river when he
might have mede it extremely uncomfortable for Lee if he had
only threatened.

He was the idol of the army on a horse. Meade failed

to grasp the situation after the enemy had retreated from
Gettysburg, and were tied up in the vicinity of Williamsport -
by high water in the river. Did Grant when he was unable to 21 g
carry out =R design at Spotsylvanie retreat? No! he gimply "o 2
brushed Lee's army aside with his right albow and turned Lee's
army by the left fiank and continued the seme until - ..
Appomatox closed the struggle. )

, e have got a long distance from Goose Creek and will
now go back and resume the march. €

We continued up the wést side of the(%otomac to
Berlin where we crossced into Maryland and continued through
iiiddletown.valley, psst Middletown and Frederick City to ,
tnnidsburg near the Pennsylvania line. The country 1;111'011gi:;.zg/f‘*p_dt
which we passed was a very beautiful one. At that.the wheat &7’
fields were just repening. Wild Cherry trees linegtthe road :
in many places and the cherries were abundant and delicious.
On the night of June 30th, 1863, the 1lst corps camped at

Horsh Run, just inside of Pemnsylvania.
g‘zf"la«'!/) l [& o .




BATTLE OF GETTYSBURG, July lst, 1863.

s

About 9 o'clock on July 1st, the First corps took up

the march in the direction of Gettysburg- the lst and 3rd Divi-
sions in advance. The 2nd Division,of which the 16th lMaine was
a member, followed the Gettysburg road nearly to that city and

“then turned to the left across a field, skirting a piece of
woods until we reached the seminary. Here we halted and held
in reserve, the 16th Maine forming a semi-circle line about the
west side of the building. Breast works were thrown up- that is
two rails, one on the top of the otherare breast works. The
let and 3rd Division were fighting at Willoughby - Run, about
one helf mile in front of us and some distance to our right.
Through the pall of blue smoke, the forms of men could be seen
indistinetly. Bullets came zipping over us, but were too high

- to do damage. Beyond the line of battle the Rebel batteries
were belching fire and smoke. Nearer us were several Union
batteries doing deadly work on the enemy. -

The 2nd Division lay in reserve until about 1 o'clock
when it was ordered to the front but not to the same position on
Willoughby Run. The 2nd Division were placed across Oak Ridge
near the Mum Masburg road and in a line nearly at right angle
with the former line of the 1lst and 3rd Division on Willoughby
Run. ! T

My Regiment took position behind a fence. The enemy
were located in an open field in our front, they had a battery
in rear of their line of battle. :

Up to this fence, 0Oak Ridge on its top and west side
were covered sparsely with trees- large and small- the slope
of the ridge toward Gettysburg was clear of trees.

- The men lay behind the fence engaged with the enemy.
I stood behind a small tree in the rear of the left of Company.
The enemy's battery was firing grape and canister- the shot were
too high to touch our line of battle at the fence. They peper-
‘:> ed just above my head through. the branches of the trees. I was

glad thet they did and havé been glad everf since- about fifty
years. Branches that the shot cut off came down upon me. The
Col. was riding back and forth along the rear of the regiment.
The blood was streaming from a wound in the flank of his horse.
LMy Cap't. was in the rear of the right of the company, kneel-

ing on one knee, behind a tree. I happened to be looking in -

hig direction at the moment that a missile of some kind struek
him in the side of his neck, the blood spurted from the wound
with such force that I thought that the Jugular vein had been
cut. I ran over to him- got him down behind the tree on his—=<o.
back- took my handkerchief from my blouse pocket- wet it from .
my canteen and bound it around the wound as best I counld. - My S5
revolver was in my pocket on top of my handkerchief- I laid it . -
on the ground at my side. I heard an order to chargey given;~ -
and told the Gap't. that I must go and did go leaving my gun

- '




- Before I had caught up with the Zegiment eharging, the enemy
retreated up the ridge into the woods.

The 16th came back behind the fence again and I also
came back and occupied my tree again.

The Cap't. had disappeared. An order came for the
regiment to move to the right to the east side of the ridge
toward the Mummasburg road which was in considerable
disorder. At that time there was a fringe of scattered maple
trees a short distance from the road.

Accidently, or otherwise, I happened to be one of the
foremost to reach these trees. Wilber F. lMower, one of the
Sargeante of my Company, who carried one of the flags, was also
one of the first at that point. I said@ to the Sargeant "you
take position here and let the regiment form on you.”

As that was being done, I saw Gen. Robinson, the
Commander of the Division, gﬁde up and gave an order to Col.
Tilden. The order was to take position in that road and hola
it at all hazzards, or worde to that effect. i

Then the Regiment took position in the road, with one
or two Companies refusal, to the left behind a stone wall. The
road was sunken by the action of water on.the side of the ridge
and on the bank toward the enemy, bushes were growing . We
could not see anything before us. I walked up to the top of the
ridge and found two brigades were just coming from the woods

in perfect order. .
- : .

I went back and told‘the Colonel, and awaited the onset,’
and 1t came soon and swift. Our little band was overwhelmed by
greater numbers.

. We were forced back from one stand to another until
we reached the railroad grade about one third of a mile or more,
when another force of the enemy came rushing from the opposite
direction and we had to surrender. A Johnnie quite close to me
ordered me to drop thet sword Yank. I did so at once, as he
was aiming his gun at me and the gun had a bayonet attached to
it. ©Some of the men were in the railroad cut in the ridge.

The colors were stripped from the staves and torn up and con-
cealed. g‘

g2 '#" iA-:-ﬂal 3
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Previous to the onslaught of the enemy at the Mummasburg
Road, I observed the 11th corps on a ridge about 1 4 mile to
our right. I noticed when the enemy advanced on them and saw
them fall back in the direction of the village.

There was a shallow valley between our right flank and
the 11th corps.

It has been writien thaet the enemy turned our right flank
through this opening. They did not. The troops that met the
16th ilaine were the only ones in that vielnity at that time and
they came directly upon our front.

At the moment of our capture at the railroad grade, I
noticed the rear files of our retreating troops just disappear-
ing behind the walls of the town.

A body of Calvary was occupying a position between us and
Cemetery Hill on the low grounﬂ. They must have been near the
Emmitsburg road.

Cap't. Wentworth and mycelf took a rebel guard with us
and returned over the ground we had just been driven from to a
field beyond the Mummasburg road, where W1th others, we were
held until the next morning. .

On the way we came upon the body of Cap't. Wholehouse.
He lay uron his face. His dress coat was torn up the back to the
collar and his bpible and keys lay on him. I took hold o¥ his .
gshoulder and turned him so thet I vould see that in his throst
was a ghastly wound. He told the Adjutant while We lay in reserve,
that it would be his last battle. : &

We pascsed another sitting with his back against a tree. I  _
asked him where he was wonnded. He said nothing but raised his §
ghirt end showed that he was disembowled. He was left to die a- :

lone.
R

On the morning of the 2nd we WeTe taken to a position in.
the woods in the rear of the rebel > where we- lay -until the
fighting was over. ‘VWe could see nothing of the battle but we couldt
hsar a great deal. _

2 I saw Gen. Picket when he mounted his horse to go on thet
famous charge. We had little to eat on these two ‘Aays. «*”ﬁu'

On the morning of the 4th, we were started on the march {~
toward Richmond. 2Reined all day. Camped in & field of clover E
at night. On the 5th we pasred through the town of Fairfield amd °
over Bouth llountain. While ascending the wast side of the - i
nmountain we saw the 6th corps engaged with our rear guard and at t
the sare time, heard commanding on the west side of the mountain.

4
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On the 6th, we passed rebel trains that had been des-
troyed by Kilpatrick on the 5th.

Arrived at Williamsport and camped at night in a wheat
field. The wheat had been sown on corn rows. The Col. made
his bed on a corn row, I made mine on the next one and Lieut.
\Jfflﬁa B. botween us. There was no fore side, back side or urd er side
to that bed, but there was a canopy over it and during the night
the canopy leakad and TLieut. 3. lay in the water when he awoke.

I arose and finding & man lving in a position so that “
his gum blanket had canght a quaalty of water, I washed :&-off ¥il4, B
kizwy and did not wake, hinm.

The rebel treins- artillery =nd ambulances were crowd-
edfﬁlong the bank of the river in the utmost confusion.

{  Meade had the enemy in his hands, but did not know it.
The river was very high there and there was no conveyance for
croseing except an old scor that could take only forty or fifty
at a time. We were pub ac¢ross during the day. Began the march
up the valley of the Shanandosh tc Slarnton. IT ies neturally a
very beautiful and fertile country but now had & desolate appear-
ence. Tress were cut down, houses and other huildings burned
and wrecked, churches locpholed for muskstry aud other evidence
of ocoupstion by the srmies. A

Near lMartinsburg we stopped to rest at an immense spring.
The water boiled up in a vlume about four feet in diameter and
formed 2 large pond or pool. ; _'%

The water was ae clear as a erystal and cold. Rations *
were scarce, consisting principally of loose flour. Once we had
gome mutton. Once beef wss issned. I was defailed to diyvide
the beef among the enlisted men. I was taken from the ofiicers
squad to that of the men under guard. Darknees came befd'e the
job was done and I was allowed to return to my squed without a
guerd, and I was fool enough to po back instead of hiking for
liberty. Did not know onough then-~ did later. Ve mixeﬂ ours
flour with water and cooked it on a chip, n piece of tin or. ¥

G
iron, or wound on & ramrod. I named it sinkers. i b e \ _;

?J The river was high and near Cedar Creek thﬂ rbad»ﬁaa over-_
., flowed end obliged us to make a wide detour through.a plentatiay
~ weding through water ceveral inches deep. TLieut. B calledat & 1\
\{' ~house and procured soﬁE“bueEEﬁ?ta and gave me one. .1 Thall always.
remember him for that lindnees. After about ten days of wedry 1}
marching, we arrived st Staunton and took cers for Richmorﬂ.?_ﬁ,‘"k
Gen. I.M. Bodens troops came through the cars and took ourﬁgnnh: Zhﬂl
543 blenkets. Arrived at Libby prison on July 19th ZI.!E!(’:‘Z;.,--—‘i
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WAR REMINISCENCES- Cont'd.

Arrived in Richmond on July 19th and was taken to
Libby Prison, Passed through the office where we were searched
and registered, all money and contriband articles being taken
from us., The money was placed to our credit and later its
equivalent in Confederate money was issued. Some officers were
sharp enough to secrete their money and carried it into prison.
I had none, As we were going into battle I gave my watch and
eighty dollars to the hospital steward. The money was sent to my
wife; the watch was confiscated by someone. The prison officials
did not 1ike the prisoners to have much money; they were afraid that
on some night, dismal and dreary, a guard might recognize a
greenback even if it was dark. -

Our examination over, we were passed on higher to second
and third floors of the prisons. Lieutenant G. D, Bisbee and
myself took up our quarters on the third floor. The windows came
down to the floor and there was little or no glass in them, A-
blenket on the floor and one over us comrprised our bed, A cold
wind swept in during the night and we suffered severely with the
cold in Richmond in July, Later we took up our quarters in the
lower East Room, ' -

The different rooms were designated for convenience as follows:
Bearing in mind that the building was three stories high and sach
floor divided into three rooms 45 x 105 feet each, The west room,
first floor, was used for officers; the middle room for the cook
room; the east room as a Union hospital for the sick; the second

. floor lower east room, Chidamauga, Milroy, third floor, Upper. East,

" Upper Middle and Colonel Straight's room. The prison had good -
floors, plenty of good water. Thee were seventeen hundred officers
in.the prison at one time, ranking from Major Generals to Second -
Lieutenants. When they all went to bed, the floor would be com=: .
pPletely covered except for a path to the water. ¥

1 There would be groups of six or eight or ten lying "spoon U
'/ -fashion"., When they wished to change position from one side to
the other, all had to turn at &he same time, - Sy L 7

For a while our ratjons consisted principally of soup and corn-
bread cooked and brought ‘in to us., I do not know what the soup was
made of, but it had the appearance ¢f swill and was brought in in g
8will pails. Sometimes maggots would be found in it. The bgeaﬁ_waa_ﬁ

~made of coarse corn meal mixed with water and baked in large sheets = |
about three inches thick, cut inté square pieces that would weigh
about three-quarters of g pound and issued one a day to;g“paragnoi-w.
Yonks did not like this kind of food and proposed to, the prison T -
officials that they would do the cooking. This proposition was ac-
cepted and we organized ourselves into messes as suited our inclina-
tion or convenience. 7 - L e o W
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anything that we wished that would add to our comfort, except money,
and we were soon in receipt of boxes from home. They looked good
to us, Although we were not allowed to send for money, it was
found secreted in all sorts of places, sewed into clothing, hidden
in different kinds of food or preserves, etc. But the boxes were
opened and searched,before being delivered to us,for contrabands of
war. The rations furnished us were equal to one meal a day and we
made up another out of the supplies from home.

In addition to the rations already mentioned, fresh beef and bacon

were occasionally issued. The bacon was of the shoulder varietye.
It had the appearance of having been thrown about in the mud and
dirt. The shoulders were about the thickness of two hands and
/had a long leg attached. The ho§s thet furnished the shoulders
ovidently belonged to the "racer" breed, which gave the boys some
~#:%iva1y runs during the war, After washing off the mud and digging
he maggots from the cracks and crevices, the meat was sweet and
good., A b R : :

All trades and professions were represented among the prisoners.
There were schools of several kinds established, One officer taught
a new system of grammar, I took this up for a while, also geometrys.

It was not long before the mindwas in such condition that it seeméd
impossible to fix the attention on any stydy. We were thinking,
-talking and dreaming of exchangee

We had some fine musicians, both vocal and instrumental, Some

_of the German officers organized a brass band. There were splendid
singers among the Germans as well as the Americans., We had at times
“what may be called "congregational singing"., One would start a tune
and a great many would join in and make the prison ring with melodye.

Chaplain Mc Cabe, who died recently, used to sing, preach,
and lecture, Theretwere other chaplains who used to sing and =
preach, R o

3,

A theater company was one of the unique amusements to be found

within a prison. They had a stage and a curtain, The entertainments |

served to enlivens*prison life and were given without money or price.

The man who could relate a funny story was there, and usually
was at his best after retiring, when he would have a large audience
to entertain. By retiring, I mean that a prisoner Just lay down
on the floor. We had no nighties or slippers to monkey with..

The croaking, fault-finding man was there- always growling and
seemingly trying to make himself and those about him as unhappy as
pocsibin, | | . A e

The despondent man was there, worrying himself to deéthﬂabout

his unfortunate condition. He would sit and brood over his troubles

and wllow the vermin to eat him up. This was the surest way one
_ could take to the dead house, I said to myself that Irwoul§_§ot_d*
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: s ~-1t 1f I could do anything to avoid it, So I kept busy in

pome way. 1 measured the room and calculated the number of laps re-
quired to make a mile, andnused to walk a mile at a time. 1 read
everything I could find. Reading matter was not plenty, howevers
played chess and checkers and watched othersplaying. There were four
men who used to play a game with cards called "Muggins®, Curiously,
the name of one of them was Huggins. The penaltly of the game was
L Tor the victor to mark the face of the vanquished as he plcased with

a coatf I got heaps of fun watching the%é

There were many of s mechanical turn who mads themselves busy
meking ornamental articles from beef-bones, - crosses, napkin
rings and spoons. I put in much time that way. I made a Masnnic
omblem which I geve away, &lsp a cross, napkin ring and a booke The
book I gave to Captain Wentworth of my regiment.  +lis It was as ,
large as could be made from the largest thigh bone of a beef creature.
The binding across the back was shown, the front edges projecting,
also the ends of same, and the hole through the bone was closed
by making pieces of bone very thin and inserting them in grooves
across the opening. ' ‘ ' :

On ons of the covers was left a portion projecting. Colonel
Henry, of Kentucky, a sculptor, ocarved on it a gide view of Capte
Wentworth's head and face. It was a good likeness.

I made & bone paper knife about the usual size, which I have
now. At the base of the blade is some ornamental carving. One one
side of the handle, within a raisedn hand, I carved the name of
my wife in raised letters. I had no tools except a pocketb kxnife and
a file. It was very slow work but there was no other work pressing,
and it kept me from rusting. I also whittled out a set of chess men,
part of which I have now, Y

Lary of the prisoners passed the time card playing and gambling,
using beans for stakese There seemed to be the same enjoyment and
oxcitement in it as if real money was used. '

The guards had orders to shoot anyone seen at the windows. If
a guard saw a face he would bring his plece into position and
order "Get back there, Yank," But we managed to see all there
was to be seen (not very much) by taking a look when he was going
from us and dodging back when he turned. -

¥

Castle Lighting was nearly opposite Libby. One day a guard shot
at a prisoner in a window, He did not hit his mark but the ball
struck the brick at the side of the window sndnchipped off a

We could see the white spot from Libby. We also saw the man
and feel for the place the bullet
gtruck, The guard was loading and was not dangerous for a fow
minutese. .,

Across the strest from Libby was a vacant lot used for
guardmounting. One day ans® of the guards discharged his piece ac-
cidentally and like a flash word came over the prison that a man Was

. S T
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shot on ths third floor. There was a rush to that floor and a terrib}
sight was presented. Lieut. Forsyth of an Ohio Regiment had been

shot dead eand lay on the floor in a pool of blood. Excitement was l
most intense. Many believed the short was fired purposely and if the i
gullty man could have been reached, he would havé bsen lynched, This'
was the only death caused in this way while I was in Libby but there

. were bullet holes shown in the floor where shots hadkilled or wounded

men. There was no danger for the men shot at but the bullet might

‘and did pass through the next floor and strike a man not seen by ths

sentinel. *4

There prevailed in prison a queer custom in the way newcomers
. were saluted. fficers from all the armies were bsing brought in
almost daily. The salute was "Fresh Fish" in a roar of voices from
all near. It was a pretty rough reception and sometimes caused angry
passions to rise in the breasts of the recipients. i

General Neal Dow was captured in the South and confined in prison }

at Mobile. He was later brough to Libby and he received the "Fresh '/
Fish" shout the same as officers of lesser rank., He was inclined to »
resent it but that made no difference. There was no partiality shown.,
There was a custom that created much amusement. When officers got to !
talking loud or boisterous, the cry would go up "Louder, 0l1d Pudding i
Head", This would quiet them. -

An aged darky came through the prison every day carrying a frying .
pan, burning some substance for fumigation. He had a phrase that  °
he was habitually saying "One more smoke and then"n.. I asked what !
then and his answer was "Then anothsr", This was all the talk he
ever made in prison. General Winder was the official who had charge j

~ofall the Confederate Prisons inRichmond. Captain Dick Turner was |
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When building a chursh at Memphis several years since, I learned
that Major Turnsr was located there, a dentist. I called on him at
his office and was treated very nicely. Later he sent his "colored
boy" down to ask me if I wguld like a drive about the City, I was
glad to accept the invitagion and he camp down with an eight hundred
dollar horse and we had an enjoyable ride about Memphis., He took
me to call on a priestéwho was about to do some building. '

Mice were abun@aﬁt in Libby, They amused themselves during the
8ilent watches of the night by promenading over us as we lay on the
floor and they were not particular asbout avoiding our faces. In the '
morning the taste and odor of mouse was sickening., Ten - months of
this was plenty. : Mg A AR
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General Grant sent General Kilpatrick on a cavalry raid about .
Richmond, There were things doing in Richmond; great excitemént;
troops marching to the front to beat off the Yanks. We saw jackass
batteries pass the prison, A Jackass battery is composed of one of
those quadrupeds with a small cannon strapped on its back, 'muzzel to
the rear. It-was rumored in‘prison that the purpose of the raid was
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to liberate us, If that was the objJect, it was a failure.

The Union troope came so c¢lose to the City that we
plainly heard the cannonading. They succeeded in giving the
Johnnies a mighty scare as we in Libby observed and enjoyed
huge 1?0 -

The prison authorities evidently believed that Kilpatrick was
after us, as they placed a mine under the prison with which they '
wore to blow us sky high if the raid succeeded in entering the
vity. Some of the prisoners believad that powder was under .
the prison- others did not. It secemed that civilized human
beings could not be guilty of such a diabolical plot, An in-
vestigation after the war was over proved that the powder was
there. Delicate situation- if Kilpatrick broke in, up would
gO LibbYQ " ¥ » "

The xnowledge that this was the condition made no dif-
ference in the action or conduct of the prisoners, Everything
went on as usual except that the possibility of being blown up
made a basis for new jokes. Card playing, relating yaras- more or
less true, singing, and reading continued all the same as if
no mine was under the prison and no sleep was loste * :

3 There wers some men in prison who were not content- they

wore all the time devising some scheme for escaping. It-was not easy
§o escape from Libby. After we had been there for some time,
bars were put in ths windows., One day at noon the blacksmiths
who were doing the work, threw off their overalls and frocks
when they went to lunch, Major Bates, of Illinois, put on a
suit, blackened his face, took some toolsnin his hands and
went through the office and out. He was retaken. A couple of
prisoners were taken ill and a doctor looked them over and pronounced
it small pox. They were not recaptured, I think. (i X

I learned that my orderly sergeant was ill in the haspitale.
I applied for the privilege of visiting him, which was granted.
I found him suffering with typhoid fever. Under the &ircumstances
there was nothing I could do for him, The doctors were doing what
they could with their limited facilities, but the chances of recovsry
from typhoid in prison were small. The next time I went to the
hospital he was gone. A noble man always ready for duty. Fourtesn
of my company died in prisone. This was the only time I was outside
the prison walls in ten months and then only long enough to walk "
from one door to another on the sidewalk- about "fifty feet. . .
One day the Captains were all called ddwn to the office
to draw lots to determine ¥hich two should have an. opportunity to be
hung, There was no great rush to see who would arrive'at the office
first, as there would have been if it had been a summons for ex- |
change. Some of them showed signs of feeling pale and did not seem!
to appreciate the honor., My name was on the prison rolls as first
Lieutenant and for that reason I did not feel as much interest in

the matter as the Oaptainse
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Lieut, Bisbee was confined in the hogpital which w
the floor below the one whare T hud my quarters, A

The inmates of the hospital found some corn meal in
bagement below ihe hospital and rigging up & hook with e corg :ﬂﬁ
& kettle buil fished up some of the meal, Tieut. BisBee and
nyself used {0 communicate by means of neies, passed through
cracks in the floor, He informsd me about the meal and I
arreng=d to get scme, He put seme in & sauck and terek pesitieon in
his teilst, I with & cord wuited in my toilet and when the guards
buck was turned, I dropped my cerd und Bishee made it fast te the
meal sack and I pulled it ashors, It was belted meal and made &
welceme additien te my vill of fure,

The tollets were huilt ¢f rough lumbasr outside the dbrick
walls of the prison, they were entered through & windew opening.
An opening wes left in each floer wbout the height of & man's
fuce, The guards had order te shoot anyone looking from those
openings, One day I was in the second floer, snother mun was
on the floor ahove we and the guard fired at him, did not hit him,
hut the bullet crushing through the beards made the old wreck
quiver and shuke,

One day in Libby the Cuptains were &ll called down to
the office te drew lots to determine which two should have an
opportunity to bhe hung. There was ne great rush to see who
weuld arrive at the office first, as there would huave heen, if
it hus heen a suwnons for exchange, Some of them shewed signs
of feeling pele and did not seem te appreciate the honor, | My
name was on the prisen rolls as first Lieutenant and for that
reczaon I did not feel as much interest in the matter as the
captains, '

A 8py had been cuptured in the West and sentenced to
be hung, so orders were issued that twe captains in Libhy should
be selzacted by lot as hostug=s, and t0 be hung if the sp ¥
was executsd, 'Cuptuins Sawyer and Plynn were the doomed men,

I believe they were confined in the dungeon for awhile, Qur
gevernwent learned of this action, and as it happensd, .
Cuptuin Lee, & son of Genernl Lee and Captsin Winder, & son of
General Winder, were in our custedy as prisoners of War, ..~
Our government notified the Confederates that if Sawyer and /. 0
Flynn were hung, Captains Lee and Winder would meet the sa=we _ .
Tute, This was coming toe.close home and the hhnﬁéﬂgxfﬁﬁfﬁwﬁ*T'
cut out, e e L *g';;wgg“{- Al
AT

S _ SRR
Exchanges were made thut libsratad -Sawysr andbgﬁyggg LA
" Tee and Winder, General Dow and several others, ° colnnglgagagg, T
© Qtreight was one of the hest hated menm held as & prisoner Wy "'aov, .
the Confederates, He led the first,ea¥slry raid inte tha® PR
Southern territory which was mude by our iroops, His Qcmmagd- iy
was cuptured nesar Rome, Ga, He =3cuped through the 'tunz;i_ LAty
 &nd wes not recsptursd, He was & lurge man and it Was aod e 0k
~ _he ecimes ne tunnel., S
FHRNE ot E AT
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WAR REMIYISCENCEE
By Captain L, C. Biabeo
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Jamuary 1lst, 1864- 5ix months a prisoner, cloudy and
cold. All who could, made & better dinner than usual, Ve
had a chicken for dihner, Dancing in the evening in the
dining room. Ve were allowed to burn our light until eleven
o'clock. Hereafter we are to keep our lignt until 9:30,
instead of 9:00 as heretofore. 1n the evening en officer
dressed in citizena' clothes, escorted another officer around
the room who was dressed in Wwomsn's clothes, It created a
large exzed sensation, \

R 5 January 24 - Last night coldest of the season, wﬁtcr shut
off to keep it from freezing. water is brought into the base-
ment by darkies and go there for it. &Ixchunge stock qubte
low again. | : U

Jan, 4th - Letters from home, Wrote home. Worked all
day on bone. il L 3

January 6th = Snowed. A list of names were called off
and verified., It is thought that this is an indication ot
exchange soon. A good joke was perpetrated upon some officers
as they passed through the door. Lieut. Huggins ‘and others
stood by and directed them up stuirs to Col Gunada for the
purpose of signing a parole. Lany fooled. e

Jan. 7th - Cold and stormy. GCatouche (an official) tald
Col. Cesnola thot he did not know where the next cord of wood
was coming from, also that the guards had drawn no meat for 4
five duys. Brcad zlone. :

Jen., 8th - Gen, Xorgan, Gen. A, P, Eill and Congresaman :
Bruce of Kentucky made a visit to the prison., Morgan is a rine
looking man. He found fault with the &= he received while kb
he was in a Union prison, He said they furnished brown sugar ¢
for his coffee, He was told that we hadi no suggr for our coffea,
also thut we never had a ration of coffee. S b

t

Jauan. 1l2th - Considerable excitement relative to the conduct
of one of the officers who wus sent to Belle Isle to distrdbute
glothning whnich had been supplied for our enlisted menﬁr--VAbout
midnight neard 1oud eéren of "murder" ocutside the prison, (2 Y
;{

Jan, 13th == Indignation meeting held at which reeolutiona
were passed reflecting severely upon the character of the ‘officer
referred to above. in fact stigmautized him as a tra1tor Captain :
Lietcalfl paroled Maj. &pnes, (V% S.A. made & vialt to tha prison.

.'.1..‘




Hie was sent on by the U,S.Govermment to be exchanged for sajor
White, which the gonfedecrates refused, and tomovrow he goes
back to captivity. '

Jan. 14th - Vorked on bone napkin ring for %ajor Knaggs.
Truce boat arrived at City Point. Some prisoners tried to escape
but failed. Poker players had quarrel. 5

Jan, 15th - Capt. Metcalf and Gregg were paroled e&nd sent
away. Uaw & Dboy with sack picking up the bread thrown into the
sireet by the prisoners. He carried it away, Prisoners wiio had
better food from home threw their bLread into the street. Paid
$1.00 for five smell opples. .spples 350.0? per barrel,

‘Jan. 16th - Boatload of boxes arrivedfﬁhich nade us feel
quite jubileni. ¥Xo news on exchange questions.

Jan, 17th - No meat or rice issue. roxes not to be?igsued
until the Rebs learn that theirs are issued, 5 :

Jan, 18th - A4 couple of officers of my regiment made plans
tc escape at 12 last night but at the last moment their hearts
foiled them. o meal or rice. el

Jan. 19th = Received letters from home, 3xchangé gtock
low, Pzid $1.00 for dozen egge.

Jan., 20th - o meat, MNo news, ¥Flour bresad oﬁe dollar & losf

- Jen, 2lst -At work on paper knife. No meat for six days.
Sore men removed Lo Belle Isle from building opposite. Graters
are vsed to pulverize the corn bread which we draw, and when
mixed with a little flour it is quite pelatable. Wrote to Miss
Bleke giving information concerning her brother of my compenys

Jan. 22nd - ¥yes so sore I could not work. Lo meat. ‘A !
member of the committee to inquire into the commissary department
for prisoners, visited the prison.He ig a congressmen; He told
Gen. Dow that 'the bread that we received is not fit for human food.
An order was issued that there should pe three departments made
of the prison by closing the doors between ithe rooms., Later this
was modificd so as to meke only two, viz, Straights and milroy -
in one and Potomac and Chickamauga in the other. G VL

Jan. 23rd - Very fine weather, like our Indian aqmmér in
Maine, Rebels practicing a battery just over the river. In-
terested me some with watching the shells explode. I think that
the most exquisit music that I could hear would be the sound of
Feleral cannon. Toward night about one hundred officers were
promenading in the dining room singing John Mrown and other songs
when the officiale pounced upon them and mede them stund in line
until 9:30, - h Pl A T el

-
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Jan, 24th - Meat issued. 1 feel uneasy. I don't
like this hotel and if such a thing is within the bounds of
reason I will change my quarters. When I look forth upon the
beautiful sunshine I feel that I am losing much of life's en=-
joyment and health by confinement in this dark, unwholesome place,
Mezny persons were in the streets loitering about for the purpose
of seeing the "Yanks,"

Jan., 26th - Meat issued. An old box was issued =
Contents that had not been stolen was mostly spoiled. Worked on
knife, Msny officers on prison retions. Colonel S, says there are
but one hundred graves on Belle Isle. Between five and six hundred
pr isoners died up to Nov. 1lst in hospitals here. Deaths now ten
per day.

Jan/ 27, 1864 - No meat today. Commenced putting iron
gratings in the windows of the prison. Looking and thinking. Two
officers, who escaped from the jail in Columbia, S.C., were retczken
and arrived here. They were in the woods four weeks and had got
within twelve miles of our lines. Hard case.

28th =-- Boat up to City Point.

29th « Very warm for the season. Officials found that
Captain Porter and Major Bates had escaped and they began to stir
about quite lively. During the melee three more escaped. Roll was
called three times. They could not make it come out right. Major

Bates recaptured east of Chickominy.

30th - Devil to pay all day among the officials, Called
roll three times, could not make it twice alike. Some prisoners went
over the roof and through the scuttles and were counted twice. They
drove us into the dining room and counted us and into the east room
and counted us and into the west room and counted us.

Feb., 1lst - Received two letters from wife, 10th and
17th ult. All well. Wife had received draft on New York for $171.00.

Roll is called by driving all of us into the two
east rooms and counting us out. They are in a very bilious condition.
Order read restricting us to one letter of six lines each week. Lieut.
B, came back from hospital. Coi Ould, exchenge commissioner, refuses
to deliver our boxes until a written stetement is received from Gen.
Meredith that confederate prisoners receive theirs.

Ath- Suffering with jumping toothache. Gratings put
on prison windows.

6th = Captains Reed and Ives with Major Sterling of
Hooker's staff were sent to Salisbury, N.C. as hostages. Captain
Johnson missing. Had three roll calls and did not find him, (Capt.




O ¢

) —de

Johnson was8 one of the tunnel diggers and remained in the
basement until the night of the 9th when the extensive ex-

cape occurred).

7th -- Creat excitement prevailed in Richmond. A
heavy federal force is reported to have landed at white
House., Troops are moving through the city to drive back
Yenks. Jackass battery went down and second class militia went
down by company, by section, by file and singly. : y

Prisoners hallooed and jeered at them as they passed. 2
One fellow raised his gun and snapped a cap. whether it was load=-
ed or not is only a matter of conjecture.

A cavalry man passing at a gallop received a salute, hardly
complimentary. He turned in his saddle, raised nhis carbine to
aim but did not fire., altogether it wass not pleasant for the
chivalry to pass "0ld Libby." = The officers displayed a great
desire to hear the thunder of rederal cannon, I think that it
would indeed be musiec. It has been reported that a skirmish
has occurred. One hardly dare to hope that it is anything more
than a raid or reconneissance, but we hope, hope, hope. :

8th - soat at City Point. Ten tons of voxes arrived in
evening. A few old boxes were issued. They act as though they
were trying all ways Lo put us to inconvenience ant to pul stune
bling blocks in the wey of all amicable arcangements for exchange.,
{ hoge and trust they will sowe Lime see matters in a different

ight.

It is reported that our Rices have fallen pack. 1t is cone-
Jesbbred that the object of flie move was to advance our lines
further up the peninsula. It is to be hoped that such is the
cape, as it would greatlyfacilitale the escape prisoners and
deserters and others who wislt to get in cover of our lines.

9th =« Ixchange and everything "in statu quo,"
10th « Last night 109 officers escaped througn tunnel,

1lth « worked on bone. Twenty-two officers have been re=-
captured up to sunset. S8everal have been killed and wounded
on both sides. Those that are retaken are put in the cold dark
gelé:_:ithout blankets, with one lofif of bread a day and water
o drink,

12ih = The pursuii of the absconding ofiicers is kept up
by the officers with unabated zesl. Several have been brought in
today. Dloodhounds are used. :

recaptured,

13th =- About forty officers have been

14th -~ Yorty-eight officers have been recspiured. Col,
Watts of the rourth Virgdnia cavelry gave his men orders to
shoot all escaped prisoners that they nmay Tind. we will not
forget his kindness. Wrote six little lines to wifee=
Curse them.
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Explamation of the Diagram.

At A is shown the fire place through the hearth
and back of which down and through the brick into basement.
B, the opening through the basement wall where the exca-
vation began. C, when the excavation had reached this
point, it was presumed that it was beyond the fence; an
opening was made, and the mietake discovered. This open-
ing was etopped by putting a quanity of earth on an old
blouse =nd propping it up so that the surface of the
%rounﬁ appeared unbroken. D, the real exit beyond the

ence in the yard of another building. E, the prisoners
passed through this arclway to the brightly lighted side-
walk, and were seen by the sentinels. This small build-
ing was an ell of a large warehouse, which was nsed to
store our bhoxes while they were being emamined for contra-
bands of war. CQur boxes were frequently robbed in the
warehouse, and the guards sesing the prisoners coming out
supposed that they had been stealing the contents of our
food and clothing sent to us hy our friends, and they geve
no alarm. '

!

: Col. T.G. Rose of the 77th Penn. Volunteers con-
ceived the plan of the tumnel and direeted the work. The
matter was kept a profound secret from all except about
fifteen men until the tunnel wae completed. The di%ging
extended over several wesks. It is a wonder that if wsas
done ag quickly ae it was, considering the conveniences or
inconven iences that they had to work and contend with.

A common case knife and an 0ld chisel served as
both pick and shovel. A spittoon with tws cords attached,
one to pull it in, the other to draw it out, was the vehi-
c¢le for removing the earth, which was concealed under the
straw in the basement. The men detailed to work would BO
down after night set in and work until morning, them come
out and cover the entrsnces.

On the night of Feb. 9%h, 1864, the tunnel wasg .
complete and the digging party took the lesd in eseaping.
Then it soon became known generally that a tuanel had been
dug and the lower middle room was soon filled with excit-
ed men seeking an opportunity to escape. It was said that
men fought with knives to secure a chance.

Comparatively few could escape by reason of the
long time it took to wriggle through. Once in the right




an alarm was given that sent all in the lower room up
gtaire in a hurry. It proved to be false and the escap-
ong was soon resumed and kept up till morning. One
hundred and nine escaped and fifty-five were recaptur-
ed, some of them in sight of the Union lines. Col. Rose,
the leader of the scheme, was brought back, which seemed
especially unfortunate.

Next morning when the first count was made and
found not to tally correctly, the fun began. We were kept
on our feet all day. The "Yanks"™ enjoyed acting mean and
playing all the tricks po' sible to hinder a correct count.

Standing in ranks several filed deep a man would,
after being counted at one end of the line, pacs in the
rear to the other end of the line to be counted the second
time. Otherse would hold up a hat in the rear and have it
counted. They could not get a correct count this way, and
then they took to counting us through a door from one room
to another.

They could not get two counts alike for a while
this way. The reason was that some of the prisoners after
being counted, elimbed through a scuttle in the roof and
came down again into the room from which they had been
counted and were again counted. This scheme was discov-
ered and a sentinel was placed opposite the prison where
he could wateh the roof and a stop was made of that both-
eration, and near night the correct count was obtained.

The mode of eScape was not discovered until late
in the day. Then the stairs were taken down at night and
s sentinel placed there to prevent, I suppose, the prison-
ers from carrying them away.




15th - No meat. Rumored that rations are to be reduced.
A B8ix-line Once a Week Letter.

Libby Prison, Richmond, Feb. 7, 1B86%.L=- Dear Martha--
I received your letters of the 10th and 17th ult. on the lst inst.
Glad to hear that all are well. My health is good. I expect
to get a box by the next boat. It is expected today. There is
no prospect of exchange. Send me & small blank account book for
autographe, ©Send sugsr, butter, ham, stationary, ete. I write
for these things often as you may not get 8ll my letters. Of
course I don't expect you to send only about what one will want.
2ix lines is the allowance. ®ive my love to all. 1 am in good
spiritse-~keep yours up also, Your husband,

- L.C.Bisbee,
Captain 16th He. Vols., lst Brigade,
2nd Div. lst A.C.

Feb., 15th «1864 =« Cloudy and cold. ©nowed at night. No
more captured today. MNo meat todsy. Health good; Humored
that out rations are to be reduced,

16th = Cloudy in morning., Guite cold, iealth good. JUlrew
meal instead of bread. UNHo meat. Dozbl; ration of bread . A

patrol was established at night - pa@pd¥ww through all the tooms
every two hours during tine nignhnt. WYhe stairs from middle room
fixed so as to be tsaken down at night. Thie is the effect, it
ie sald, of a note sent to MaJ. T ryien saying that if our
boxes were not issued he might waeke up some morning and find his
throat cut. §) niy '

Huster, aines requestied a friend to call on aim. IHaines
tooek his days rations to him and got him to take it to the
Secretary of war and Gen., Winsler. Result extra rations of
bread same day.

Feb., 17th - Very cold, Health gooda. Aggregate of our men
wino dled last night 34 - Average 20 a day. No meat, double
ration of bread. :

18th = Very cold. 2aid te be colder weather than
ever gnowy Ioy 20 years,,.lealih,geod, Boat un - ueaf issued.
Gen. Scamon arrived at this hotel today. Seven months since
1 came in.,

19th. Vvery cold. river frezen over. lHealth good.
Boat still at City Point. Exchange stock coming up. Upencer
Dealon hung at “astle Thunder as a spy. Mo meab.

20th - very cold in morning= more moderste towards
nighte clear, Health good. Paper states that several
died from effeet of cold last night. we have hgard no more
boxes will be Lrought until a settlement of existing difficulties,
The box difficulties is this; the Rebs claim to have been informe
ed that the stores sent tc their prisoners are not delivered.




Bhis I imsgine is only a pretext. 'They then inform our
government that our boxes wont be delivered until they
have a satisfactory answer. A verbal answer is only
required = by next boat that answer came- then that would
not do; a written statement must be made. Two loads of
boxes were on hand, Soon came the statement required , made
by Gen. Butler. (Our people had been hoodwinked until
the third load of boxes was .This could not be accepted
because Butler was an outlaw. o the thing is at an end
and until the Hebs recognize Hutler or our Covernment
withdraws or superceeds him. Mesnwhile we are likely to go
hungry unlese some action is taken on one side or the other.
If the Rebs t€Rk® Butler, then the exchange is likely
to take place, lo meat.

22nd - Weather more moderate. Bright., Heslth good.
No meat. Hwoad of boxes,arrived from City Point.

23rd. Very nice weather. Clear, [lealih good. Neat
igsued, Commenced to issue boxes. Wiole contents good.

24th. Regnificleat day. Healih gocd. Doxes being
issued. leat issued., Capt. Ventworth received twe boxes
from Boston coniming hem, soap, cheese, sausage, fish.
Came in good time. Meat issued.

28th, Pleasant, Health good, RHecelved two letters
from wife. Boxes not sent. Truce boat srrived at City point.

Feb. 26th = Pleasant. Health goud., 2talre in diningroom
were Tixed to take down &t night. A sentinel is kept in the
dining room at night, and one in the hospital day and night.
Officials are very much frightened.

W 2

27th = Pleasait. Health goodns A general search » &
was mede. Jor this purpose we were allXdown to the dining
room and kept standing lfour hours - some without their break= ..
fast. All our rm@msl hummers, files were confiscated. X /7.7,
Some of the bone work was stolen. One pistol it wes said.howr ”
No gunbosts, ordnance or light srtillery was found. Another
boat losd of Loxes arrived from the so-called Unilted Ctates.

7

26th = Warm and plessant. Jjlealth good, Orders
were issued to the guard not to allow us to look out of the
windows or put our hands on the bars. Another flag of truce
up. ¥red Barton, Capt. of 10th Mass. went away. Ko meat.
Wrote Briggs and wife,

R9th = Cloudy, rained & little. Nothing of more
than usual interest trenspired. No meat. 4 ration of
potetoes issued yesterdsy and itoday. Health good.
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March 3, 1864 == The night passed with no disturbance.
The day was made up of rumors that Butler was moving up the
pwninsula, and that fighting wes going on at Bottom's Bridge.
Reinforcements were seen to go in that direction. Great
feeling existed in the prison, but not noisy or boisterous.
The raid thus far is of no importance. It has done little
damage and hes failed to release the prisoners, which is supposed
to have been the prime obhect of the movement. My opinion is
that there has been a fsailure of some of the forces to make
copnections as planned. Three shots were fired by the guard
ﬂd%:? the prison across the street at the prisoners looking
from the windows, but no one was nit, One of the bullets
struck upon the window close to the man's head, and while the
guard was reloading he put his hand out and made an examination
of the epot where the ball struck, Vatching him from our prison we
thought it an exceedingly ccol proceeding. 4 small gunboat
with one gun in the stern is lying in the river ready {or any
emergzency.

Morech 4th -« The raid is a failure. A4 lieutenant captured
says the niscarriage was in consequence of the failure of
Butler's forees to make the connection agrsed upon. . The papers
recommend the Llowing of the railder from the gaanon's mouth, and
to gquarter the body of Colonel Dahlgren killed., They publish
orders said to have been taken {rom the pefson of Colonkl Dahlgren
giving.diregtions to kill Davis and his cabinet and to burn mills
and all public property, Kilpatrick has Joined Butler and is to
remain in his depazrtment a while,

Earch Bth - Lieutenant Hammond of Ringold's balallion was
fired at by the guard while in the toilet, and the ball just
greazed nis ear. Narrow escape. Flag of truce boat up with

~~¢ 600 men and 62 officers. MNore hope.

Margh 6th - Gresat excitement in Libby. The confederate
officers and men passed throurh the sireet this afternoon. They
looked hearty and comfortable. Well shod. All sorts of rumors
prevailed,

darch Tth - Beveral officers were selected for exchange.
Cuptein Wentworth, of my mess, was one of the fortunste ones.
Ca.pt%l-’nff was gent back after going to the office.

March 8th - Boat load of boxes arrived. No newe of
consecuence.

March 9th - Assursnces are given that iLie exchange is really
going on, altho they say that ButleP is not recognized. Cashmanger,
the chief detective, was detected in {reasonable correspondence.

liarch 30th - No news. Employed on hune work. The officers
in the late raid and the officers of negro regiments who were o
with us were taken with some negroes and put in close confinement
in & rocm made yesterday from a part of the dining room.




March 1llth - Letters from home. Wife had been sick
with diphtheria. Great nope of exchange.

‘ March 12th - A most beautiful day, warm and sunny.
lio boat arrived yet. Letters of the 8th received give

a gloomy coloring to the exchange guestion. I tnink that
if Butler is willing, we may all be exchanged witihin a
short time on the same terms as the last boat load, which
established a precedent, I feel very iammesy sometimes,
perhaps without cause. ba oy CETuhvﬂ

March 13th - Exchange matter looks more cheerful this
morning. A boat is up with a load of prisoners.

Maren 1l4th = Forty-two oificers were sent north this
morning, General Dow and Captain Alwood were among the numnbezn,
Bxchange looks promising now, BDrder to write no more than
six lines rescinded,

March 18th - Hope is strong that we will be exchanged ina
a few weeks, pernaps days.

March 20th - Boat up. A guurd fired and struck Lieutenant
Knapp. Other guards snapped their pieces sgversl times during
the day.

March 21st - Sixty-ihree officers were sent away this
morning.

March 224 - All are confident thist we are to be exchanged in
a few weeks. 4bout 25 boxes were issued.

Mareh 23rd = ¥our inches of snow, Meat is now issued every
day, a fact that poes to show that they expect to exchange us and
wish us to tell as good a story as possible.

March 25th - 811 are now looking for the arrival of boars ¢—
with enxious expectation; the days seem to be weeks wnd tue Lours

days.

March 26th = Received letter from S, C. Shapleigh of
Boston directing me to receive boxes sent to Captain Wentworth.

March 29th = A soldier shot & gusrd in the prison &across
the street, _

. Mareh 3lst.- It is reported that Coiunissioners Ould and
Hateh have gone to Fortress Monroe to trest with General Butler,
I am very hopeful tha “Ebeﬁxﬁill be able to umake an arrangement |
ior exchange. It looKs thdt the rebel commissioner should go to
General Butler. Ve getfheat now nearly every day, have &ll the
corn bread and meal tnat we wisi for, and indeed within a few
days they aave sold our surplus mees and bought flour bread.




April 1, 1864 =~ Three inches of snow fell this
morning. No news from Commissioner Ould.

April 3d =-- Much anxiety but no news in regard to
exchange. Guard had orders to shoow any one wio should
throw anything from the window.

Zpril 4th - Papers say that Ould has returned from
Fort Munroe and that an exchange has been agreed upon, though
as the "WHig" says, on terms waich cause the loversof
their country grest mortification,

April 5th - Cold and rainy.

April 7th - Fine weather. Two boats up at City Point.
Received one Capt. Wentworth's boxes. It contained 24 cans
of milk, 4 hams, about 12 pounds of white sugar, about 6
pounds of butter, 1 cheese and some chocolate, I think it
an accident tnat it was issued. ( But I found no fault).

April 8th - lian shot in Castle Thunder.

April 9th - Damp and rainy in evening; thunder and lightne

-

ing and pouring rain.
April 10th- River rising rapidly in morning. It seems >Q
as though ilhe fates are ageinst us, for while it is declured
that thie cartel is resumed, the continued high water prevents
the boats from running between Riciwiond and City Point. The dayw
seem weeks in duration, but looking back over the weeks and
months which have passed away since 1 have been here it seems
only like a dream, a mere sorap of time in which nothing has
been accomplished. In aggmavation of these drawbacks the
weather seems to link its influence witn rebel barbarism for
thie purpose of making us more uncomfortable, cne day rainy with
high wind, then calm with not a breath of akr moving, not
enough to cleanse the air in our stench box of & prison; next
cold and windy, compelling us to close the windows to be
comiortable. But while there is life nope still exists.
1lth - River very high tais morning, the street and
basement of prison submerged, driving the sentinels off their
beats, Rats were plenty on wood pile and on everything that
offered a protection from the water. Tiwber and lumber af
all kinds floated down the river and canal. Two steamboats
are anciored off in the river in the eddy of the island.

12th =« A terrible deed was done about 9 o'clock. The new
guards were drawn up in fron t of the prison and were loading;
one, while in the act of putting on the cap discharged his
piece and the suot coming through the window, instently killed
Lieut. Forsyth of the 100th Ohio Volunteers and wounded two
othiers. A genersl feeling of sorrow and sadness prevailed in
the prison. He was much beloved by his acquaintances and associates
My blood boils with hate for the perpetrstors of tuis deed




of damnablde carelessness, wnicn is the mildest word that
can be used to churacterize it,

13th == It is indeed discouraging, the manner in
which matters go on, |

l4th - Ho neﬁs. A comuittee was chosen and resolutions
drafted relative to the death of Liett. Forsythe.

16th - Yesterday they told us that the sick were going
today; today they say they are going tomorrow if weather
permits. Lietit. Temple paid $80 for a pair of sewed shoes.
lieut. Nyce paid §96 for a ham, Butter is $20 & pound.

16th - The boats got away about 10 o'clock with the
sick enlisted men. Appearances are lhopeiul for all to go
within a suort time.

léthe Load of Boxes arrived.
19th - Boxes issued/

20th = Received box from home and from R, P, Briggs.
Home box conteined one ham, flour, butter, sugur and puper and
envelopes. A jar of preserves from Mrs.Ferrington ol Auburn.
(I was building a house for them when I enlisted) .All.the
articles were in good condition., They came very unexpected.
Exchange seems slow,

24th - No news. It was & very long, gloomy day. Some
officers think exchange has pone up. But 1 do not sympathize
with them. I think we will be out in a few duys, "Hope defer-
red maketh the heart sick.”

25th - Wrote to wife and Briggs. In the afternoon re-
ceived half barrel of [lour from the supplies sent by S. C,
Shepleigh of Boston. Report thet Burnside had landed at
Yorktown with lmrge force.

26th - Delightful weather. It seems too bad to be shut up
here. HHealth quite pood. XYeel very weak, tiie least excitement
prostrutes my strength. Peach trees in bloom, Female emplOyeig

gg9§§3nﬁfe&ﬁﬁrﬁxgﬁaﬁﬁgmﬁﬂﬁs?ent soutii., Impressment ol unorses =

27th =« Health about as usual, HRuuors were alloat that the
armies on tihe Rupldan were fighting. Genersl Wessel and nis
staif and field offiecers arrived from Plywouth, N.C. In the
evening listened to preaching by chaplain of 10lst Penn. Vols.
Text. Exodus, 33d chapter, l4th verse,




28th = In the evening listened to preaching by
cheplain of 10lst Penn. Vol. Text. Matthew XVI.,
26th; very good sermon.

29th=-» Rumor at night that & boat was up, which was
received with gratification; Jackass batteries passed down
street, It seems tnst there is some trouble on the
peninsula. '

30th = A truce boat arrived at City Point last night,
and several hundred men and 25 officers were sent down
this morning. Two boats started to come up, but one was
disabled and put back., Large siege guns moved out in
Broad street.

May lst = Men escaped from prison building opposite
by letting themselves down from the third story window by
ropes made from blankets, Anotuer boat, is expected.

May 2d = Pleasant for part of day. Near night a
Tfearful tornado came up, which did some damage in town,
Oneé church was partly blown down, chimneys torn off. The
west end of the prison roof was raised from its bearings,

lMay 3rd = The grass and foliage in the surrounding counte
ry look green and invite us from behkind iron bars, but we can=
not accept thie invitation at present.

Une day in"Libby" the saptains were adl
called down to the office to draw lots to determine which
two should have an opportunity to be hung. There was no
great rush to see who would arrive at the office first as
there would have been if it nhad been & sunmons for exchange.

Some of them showed signs of feeling pale and
did not appreciate the honor. My name was on the prison
register as lst lieutenant so I did not have &s much interest
in the matter as the captains. & rebel spy had been captured .
in Kentucky and sentenced to be hung so orders were given that
two of the captains in Libby be selected by lot as hostages
and to be hung if the rebel spy was executed.

\ Ceptains Sawyer and Flynn were the doomed men.

I think they were confined in the dungeon for a while. Our
government learned of this action and as it happened a Capt.
Lee, & son or & nephew of Gem., Lee, and a Capt. Winder son
of Gen. Winder wer in our custody as prisoners of war our
government notified the Confederates that if Sawyer and Flynn
were hung Lee and Sawyer would meet tine same Ifate.




This was coming too close liome and tlie hanging was
cut out. There were exchanges made that liberated Sawyer
and ¥lynn, Lee and Winder and Gen. Dow and several others,
Col. Streight was one of the most hated men by the "Confeds",
in prison. He led the first cavalry raid into the southern
territory which was made by our troops. His whole command
was captured near Rome, Georgia. He escaped through the
tennel and was not recaptured. He was a large man and it
was sBaid he came near getting stuck in the tunnel.

Col, Cesncla an Italian nobleman was another prominent
prisoner. 1 witnessed one day a quarrel he and the prison
sargeant engaged in. The sargeant called the colonel a liar,
The sargeant had a cane., The colonel sprung for him like &
tiger and withh one hand seized the arm that held the cane
and gripped lis throat with the other and with a terrible
oath shouted "If I had a revolver I would blow your brains out."
We expected that the prison authorities would take up the matter
but nothing more was heard about it.

It is said that stolen fruit is the sweetest. Lieut.

B=- was in the lhospital for a wuile, the baseument room below

the hospital was used by tiie rebels for storage purposes.

The fellows in the hospital in some way learuned that some corn
meal was stored there. Through a hole in the floor with a pail
bail bent into & hook with a cord attachned, they fished up some
of the meal., Lieut. B, and myseli used to correspond through
cracks in the floor and he told me I could have some of the
meal. The toilets were built outside tue prison walls of lumber

with an entrance from each floor of the prison. A board was
left out about the height of the face around each toilet. Lieut.
B = took his place in the Lospital toilet with a small sack of
‘meal, I was ready in the toilet above him with a cord. When
' the sentinel was walking from us I lowered my rigging outside
and Lieut. B~ attachned to it the sack and I drew it up. It
proved to be bolted corn meal.

May 4, 1864 - It is reported that Grent's army is moving.
Also that a force is making its appearance on the James,

9th - Fight reported on the Rapidan,boat up with offic-
ers and men, Heceived four letters from wife; all well.

6th - Anxiety and suspense regarding ammy movements iy awed
and’ exchange alfects my health. About twenty-geven oiswmss were
sent to City Point, but were sent back on account of our forces
on the river., Ordered to pack up at 10 o'clock at night to
leave Libby. ;




7th = 8Started for Danville early. Box cars, 55
in a car. Had to leave almost everything we had., ©Suffered
terribly with heat and for water. One hundred and fifty
miles from Richmond to Danville., ©Some officers jwaped from
the cars and were fired upon by guard. Result not known.

8th - Arrived at Danville at 9 o'clock in the morning,
much fatigued and were put in prison No., 500 of us; very
much crowded., All water has to be brought from river in
vuckets., The officers seem to be kind and treat us as welld
;g we can expecty We have quite good rations compared with
bby. 1

9th - We can get no reliable news from the recent
fights., We received corn bread, meat and soup. Report that .
Petersberg is in our hands snd that Grant nas fallen back on
Fredericksburg.

10th - News appears quite favorable for our army.
Our room, 38x78, with 221 men in it, 13 feet to a man. Re=
port that the ¥ifth corps is the only one of Grant's army
engaged,

1lth - Many rwoeors in regard to our future destination.
Some say Georgia, some Richmond, &t night rations were
issued one day in advance

12th « At 3 e'clock a.m. we were ordered to get ready
to move. A heavy thunder shower prevailed at the time, We took
the cars for Greensboro, 25 miles, le¢ft the cars and marched
6 miles, took cars again at 2 o'clock, arrived at daylight.
Started for Charlotte at once, 110 miles; arrived at night,
drew rations, loaded in cars snd waited until Saturday morning.
Got very wet while out of cars., Weather quite cool, which made
it more endurable, The car leaked very badly.

l4th - Arrived at Columbia, abidark, 104 miles. Changed
ecars and ?bﬁﬁ&all night; reached Branchville, 60 miles, in
morning., Very tedious riding, Sitting on floor of car, not
room to lie down,

15th -~ Passed from Branchville toward Augusta, where
we arrived at 5 o'clock, 70 miles. Changed cuars for iacon,
Remained in the ecars &ll unight.

16th - Left Augusta in the morning., A few miles out
we were allowed to leave the cars and dry our clothing and
blankets. At 4 o'clock started again for Macon,where we
arrivad Tuesday morning, BSeveral ofiicers escaped on the
rouve. - )




17th - Very tired. Were marched to our new quars=
ters, which consisted of three or four acres of ground, a
good spring and well and good facilities for washing.
Rations of corn bread, rice and bacon.

18th = Lumber is brought in to build sheds for our
protection. The Plymouth officers are here, in all 170.

18th = Capt. Van Buren recaptured. Distance from
Richmond to Macon, 683 miles.

20th = Bacon, meal, bread, rice, beans, vinegar and
soft soap were issued today. My eyes pain me badly all day,
caused by the bright sunshine, I suppose. Papers report that
Johnson is falling back and Sherman following.

2lst.=- Very hot. Johnson reported to have made a
stand at or near Rome. I think movements are looking well
for our side.

224 = Good news from the Georgia front. Capt. Tabb,
who is in command here, ordered the chaplains not to pray
for the president of the United ®tates, but finally yielded
the point, and they prayed for the president, the army and
navy, to the great satisfaction of the prisoners,

23d = Very hot in middle of dey, mornings and
eévenings are pleasant, Sherman reported near Atlanta and
driving Johnson before him. If 80, we will not stop here long.
I still hope that our government has not forgotten us.

24th - Shower in evening. Lieut. Wood of 82nd Indiana
died last night, Lieut. Smith of my regiment arrived &
prisoner, Ten recaptured ofiicers brought in. They report
thet negroes are zllowed only one day's ration at a time.
Lieut. Stevens of 5th Maine sicx and went to hospital,

4
25th = The news from bdth armies, as well as we can
Judge, is encouraging. The papers Keep 'up a show of #dourage
by lying, but it does not deceive us much, as we have become
familiar with their kind of musie,

26tk - Bhower in afternoon. They are building open
sheds for us. Up to this time we have had no shelter, Exposed
to rain and sun. Good news from Grant's army. He whipped
them on the 13th at Spotteylvania, Sick, moved to hospital,
Services in evening. We get rations enough in bulk for
sustenance, but it is coarse.

27th - Capt. Tabb in command. He pretends to have
been an old army officer. He is a vlowhard and has not brains
enough for even tnis easy position., Ile kedps the camp in a
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ferment nearly%all the time with his vacillating conduct.

28th = Excitement in camp. A tunnel was found by
the oifices, Some harsh and foolish language was made use
of, Capt. Tabb brought in the guard and said that he would
shoot any man fpund out of the ranks.

29th « Fresh fish from Plymouth. They say that exchange
is all right. Capt. Tabb found another hole in the evening,
made a great row over it. He brought in the whole guard.
He struck an officer with a musket,

30th = Fresnh fish from Army of Potomac. News good,

31st « Fine weather, Kendall and the other hostages
were brought from Salisbury. MNews good. #Artillery mounted upon
the platiorms outside the stockade to command the prison.

June 1lst - Health not good. Humor that Capt. Tabb is to
be relieved; good. All will rejoice at this if it takes
place, He is the meanest man I ever saw in a responsible
position.

2d - Health not good.

3d - Cloudy with showers at night. Ilealth not good.,
Capt. Tabb left for Richmond in morning, Good for us. News
for both armies encouraging.

4th - lealth not good. No letters have been sent from
this place yet. #n officer tried to escape by the way of
the suttler's cart, but was caught.Smith spoke about trying

to escape.

The journey from Richmond to lgcon was a terror,
Confined in old rickety, leaky box cars, 55 in a car with only
one door open and two guards stationed in that, our suffering
for air, for sleep, for water, I cannot find language to des=-
cribe. Arriving at Macom we were drawn up in line near the
prison gate, The officer in command, in giving facing order
gave it wrong. lieut. B,, who stood at ny gide, mad e a
eriticism wnich was heard by the officer. He was angry, with
a swprd drawn he threatened to "Hew" the lieutenant down.
The lieutensnt faceéd nim, shouted, "Hew away." Heddid not
hew. Camp Oglethorpe, as tuc prison was named, was enclosed
with hewn logs set uprignt 4m the ground, and about ten feet
high, On the outside on platforms, at intervals, the guards
were stationed,
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There was but one building in the prison, and this
was quickly filled by the first ones entering the gates, the
balance, the majority, made our quarters on the sand. There
was good water flowing from a spring (I think) near one
corner. OUn a slight elevation on the west side was & grove.
Here a section of a battery of two gune commanded the prison.
In this grove were several muagnolia trees #n full blossom.

For about ten days we were exposed to the wind, sun
end rain, with no shelter; then lumber and pine poles were
brought in end open sheds ersected which rendered our condi-
tion more tolersble. The sheds were about fifty feet long and
wide enough for two rows of bunkers. We made bunks by driving
four stakes in the ground, placing crosspieces on them, and
eand covering them with smzall pines split and laid flat side
up, @nd they were not so very flat either. Oufr bunk was in
the end of the shed most distsnt from the stockade., %The
other end was close to it. On the other side of an enclosure,
nearly opposite the shed, stood a building on.blockings, A
guard was stationed about thirty or forty feet from the shed.
The occupants of the bunk nearest to the stockade formed the
plan to dig a tunnel out under the building outside. They made
arrangements with us to keep quiet and they agreed to notify us

when the tunnel was complete and ¢£ive us an opportunity to
escape.,

Ve made a map of the syrrounding country by tracing
upon oil paper laid over another map. I have this map now,
“We procured some pepper and onions., The onions were to be
rubbed on our feet to bother the dogs in tracking us, the
pPepper was to be thrown into the eyes ol the dogs il they
were unluckey enough to attack us. The tunnel was complete
eand we were notified, and we were ready and anxious for
darkness to come, but our hopes were turned to disappointment
when the officals came in and carelessly pwobing the ground
near the stockade with ramrods, discocered the hole.

Diary, June 5, 1964 = Listened to two sermons by chaplains
present.
6th =« Health abcut us usual; feet end ancles swollen
quite badly, some persons 8&ay it is scurvy. Wrote te S.C,
Shapleigh of Boston for supplies,

7th - Very hot. Health nat good, Oaw two doetors
about my feet, They say it is dropsy. Makéng chessmen,

8th = &t work on chessmen, lews from armies eneﬁuraga
ing. An officer died of diarrhea. .
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9th « Cooler. Health not good, feel weak and weary.
All fresh fish feel confident ol exchange very soon.
Heaven direcet that such may be the case.

10th - Feel better today, vinegar has pood efiect.,
Trains were seen loaded with women and cuildren, supposed
to e from Atlanta. Fifty general oificers sent away. It
was thought that they were sent to Savannah for exchange.
(They were sent to Charleston and placed under fire of
our own batteries with the hope oi stopping the bombardment
of the ecity).

1lth - About 8 o'clock p.m. Lieut. Gerson of the 45th
N.¥Y,, was shot by a sentinel near the sink, He was not
near enough the stockade to justify the shooting. He was
more than ten feet from it. Ball strueck in right shoulder,
passed through both lungs, lodged in left breast.

12th « Hot and showery, health not good, Feel very
down hearted., Lieut, Gerson died, Wrote to wife, Directed
her where to find a text for my funeral if I should not
survive (prospect rather blue with me about those days).

13th - Feel very much discouraged, Papers say that
fifty officers went to Riclmond for exchange. lMolasses
issued for the first time, one«half pint per man for four
days. : A

l4th = Mail arrived from Richmond. Two letters from
wife, one from R, P, Briggs; all well, We had to pay
$24.00 express on meil from Richmond, Feel better in
health and spirits today. : '

15th -« It is thought that the fifty officers were
sent to Charleston. Lumber to finish barracks brought in.

A6th-Thursday. Cloudy. Health tolerably good. Feel
very weak and have no pluck to stir about or work, Miserable
life this, I think if there i® to be no exchange I would
rather die and get out of this suffering. Issued rations
reduced one=fifth.

17th-Friday. Cloudy and wet and rainy. Health not £00d.
Order issued threatening the sellers and buyers of Greenback
with confinement in the State Penitentiary.
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June 18th - SBaturday- Rainy and cloudy. Health better
than for several days. Reported that Petersburg is in our
possession; that brigade had surrendered to our forces;
that Sherman had taken Lost Mountain; that the ¥ederals hold
75,000 Rebels prisoners.

June 19th - Sunday - Cloudy and het. Health quite good.
Wrote to wife directing her to tske measures for & specisl
exchange. Attended Divine services this AM, Text Romans
5th 1«2 P.M., Eph., 5-14, Feel week and not inclined to

employ myself.

Monday = June 20th - Cloudy and damp but did not rain.
Health about the same. feet swollen somewhat, feel very dull
end drowsy., 35 officers from Miss. came in- captured by
Forrest < disgraceful, One officer from Petersburg thinks
Grant 's army on the South side of the James. Attacked
Petersburg on the 16th,

June 21lst « Tuesday = Cloudy and hot. Health about
the same, No news of importance today.

22d « 19 officers captured by Forrest from Sturges,
arrived, Death of men at Andersonville reported to reach

100 daily,

Clear and hot. Health better than Ber several
days. Bought 3 squashes for one dollar, Squad meeting held
end delegates elected to meet and choose a commitiee to visit_) :
An dersonville and report the condition of that gmg . to the Jre
Government if allowed by the rebels, I was elected delegate
from Squad 8.

- June 23rd - Thureday - Hot and dry. Heelth poor. 19
officers from Forrest's command brought in. They were stripped
of almost everyt.ing that they had., Feeling subsiding in
regard to meeting yesterday.

June 24tk - ¥Friday - Very Hot, Health poor. Doctor says
I have the scurvy - feeling weak in the legs. Could get no
medicine, News from our forces good generally.

June 26th = Saturday = Very hot. Health about the same.
Got some vegetables for soup.

June 26th - Sunday = Hot. Health a little better.
Iwo or three officers crawled through the fence and escaped.
Dogs were put on their scent but would not follow, Wrote to

wife,
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June 27th~ Monday = Very Hot. Health improving a o
little I think, _ At roll eall a thorough search was made f?qu-
for tunnels, ®eewy/were found., Four more pieces of :
artillery were placed in position bearing on camp. Orders
were issued ghat all bunks and boards should be removed.

June 28th - Jumsday - Hot. Health improving. Very
good vegetable soups - doing me good. Order of yesterday
modified so as to let the bunks remain by raising them two feet
from the ground and to be policed beneath each day by
eight o'clock = rained at night.

June 29th = Wednesday = Very hot. Health quite good,
gaining strength every day I think., Notice was given that
officers having money deposited at Richmond might draw it out
at the rate of 4f for 1 by producing their receipt from
Mej. Moffit of the Richmond officers.,

June 30th -« Thursday  Cloudy and not very warm. lHealth
about the same, Many officers have the scurvy. Two new
pumps put in, HNo news of importance of the armies.

July lst = Friday « Hot weather., IHealth quite good.
Rumor that Buraregard with 12,000 men was captured -
Anniversary of Battle of Gettysburg. Been in prison one
year today. I hope my time is one=-half passed,

July 2d - Saturday = Very hot. Health quite good.
Vegetables and onions, potatoes, beets, tomatoes,
vinegar, molasses, tobaco, cabbage, butter, lard boiled p:
vlackberry pudding and sauce for dianer. “SemeRged $20.00
Greenbacks from Pendleton, Wrote to 5t
of Harkinsville,

July BzA - Sunday - Very hot. Health quite good, Heard
sermon, & very strong one - union - text 142 Ppalm 7 verse,
No news; have much trouble on my mind about fixing my mind
on any given thing - as I had thought of trying to leave off
using many hard words.

July 4th - Monday - Not so hot as yesterday « raining =
Health quite good. 4 meeting was held in large building at
which many good speeches were made. A small edition of the
£ood old Stars and Stripes wa® raised before the patriotie
erowd. Officers of the day broke up the meeting,

July 5th - Tuesday - Fine wgather but hot. Health quite
good. George H, Pendleton, U.S; came into our mess with 4
2 lot of greenbacks. Capt. Gibbs relieved by Capt. Toinder.
Rumor that Sherman had compelled Johnson to fall back -
moving works from Atlanta to this place,
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July Bth - wehnesday = Very fine today = clear and free af r
Feet swollen quite badly. 4artillery on south of camps
was taken away today. Thinking of drawing pay. G.D. Bisbee
has the diarrhea. We have very nice, sweet, healthy water
in plenty.

July 7th - Thursday « Clear and Hot., Health quite good.
“m informed that the Ifree use of vegetables will help the
scurvy, symptéms of which I have got. Two officers from
Grant's ary report quite favorable for our side.
Officers came in camp at night. They are
very hard prisoners,

July 8th - Friday. Very hot day. Health not very good.
Capt. Robinson is very sick in hospital. Many officers have
the scurvy in csmp. We hear that officers in Charlestown are
removed from under fire. Gov't sent 50 rebel officers fbr 0 sonid
same purpose to cut off the attack on the Janes feland 92~ ol
uneuccessful.

July 9th - Baturday - Very hot weather. Officers in Charkgs=-
to®n are doing nicely, nearly all are on their parole- they com=-
municate with our fleet and are allowed to have money and
clothiing., My health, I think on the whole, is improving.

July 10th - Bunday - Very hot weathere showers at sunset,

Ho services. 111 officers from Richuond and of Lyiwgwees )/ oull
arrived, they were captured at verious times and places since gl
the commencement of the campaign. Say that both wings of the
Southern army are across the Chattanooga fighting.

July 11lth, 1864 = Health improving. Good report from
Sherman's ermy. It is evident to us that Atlanta is being exs .-
evacuated from what we can see from our camp, Trairm loaded
with women and mechinery are frequent.

12th - Scorching hot weather. Rumors that we are to be
moved, VWrote to major Baker and Vose. Pendleton lost $40.00
from his pocketbook in greenbacks.

13th = Very hot. Feel very weak. Mouth sore, Got some
citric acid of the doctor. I am eating all the potatoes which
I can procure., Flesh becoming soft.

14th - Not so hote Health not good., No news of importance
from the armies, Captain Robinson died the first of the week.
faw a prisoner about 2 o'clock in the morning take down my pants
and search them for money, I suppose. My money was in my shirt,

15th = Cloudy and showery. IHealth about the same, Captain
Platt, who sells for the sutler, says that he was robbed of one
thousand dollars (confederate) last night,
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16th = Hot weather. Health same. Bvenings re-
markably fine. MNo war news.

17th - Cooler. Cool night las night. JFeel better
than usual today. Only one service today. Four navy
officers serived, captured on the Water Witch. No news
of importance from the ermies. Think we have a good
chance of being victorious this season.

18th - Health same. Lieutenant Davis took command
of prison. He made & search for tunnels and found one in
Ko, 8 shed which was nearly ready to use.

19th - A few officers were brought in. Rumor theat
our forces holdColumbia and Montgomery and it was feared
that they would strike for Andersonville and release the
prisoners there,

un :
20th - Quite/@omfortable, Health improved from
what it was ihree weeks ago. Grant's death reported.

2lst - Quite comfortable. No news from home for a long
time. It is discouraging to suffer such anxiety on account
of one's family when it is needless and might be avoided
if our govermment would take proper action.

294 » Cool and comfortable. Health quite good. Twenty-
four officers from Kichmond. The raiders among them. All
the hostages and officers of black trcope still in Libby.
About sixteen hundred here now, The general health is gquite
good., Bighting at Atlanta reported.

23rd - Health mnt good. dlay qui&fall day. All are
anxious about the army. Fighting going on. Trains of
wounded, women and children. &atlanta reported to be in
Sherman's possession.

24th = Cool and comfortable; very cold kast night. Health
better than yesterday. No news to be relied upon from
Sherman, Did not attend service, Too cold.

25th - Cool. Cloudy. ¥eel very dissatisfied and hard
toward our own government, becsuse they do not try to help us.
I am lonely, uneasy and homesgick, If I ever am permitted Fq
enjoy the comforts of home egain, will know how to prize them.,

26th - Two officers from Sherman's army brought iq,l,They
report our army not whipped yet. Z¥rist division of prisoners
notified to be ready to move 1o Charleston tomorrow night.
Var ious reasons are guessed et. 1 think they will be putb

‘under fire.




27th -« Health fair, 8ix hundred officers left in the eve=
ning for Charleston, Some officers came in from Sherman's
army. ZThey say that matters are all right with him., I didn't
like the idea of moving until I start for a civilized country.

28th - Busy cooking rations and packing for the move,
Vere called out at 4 o'clock; at 1l marched to cars and
loaded. ¥orty-sim men to a box car besides the guards; we
nmmnbered 600. We had a pot of beans and corncake to eat on
the way (myself and one other)

29th - Started at 4 o'clock from kacon., Arrived at
Sevannsh at 6 in evening, Marched to yard prepared for us,
gick and tired. (Our prison was the yard of the U, 8, larime
hospitszl, enclosed by high brick wall and made higher with
lumner, There were a few white oak trees in the yard),

(Note. 4anything enclosed in parenthesis is in addition
to diary,)

80th - Hot weather., Health bad, A tents were issued one to
six men, Hations issued, Quite good rations. Axes, hatchets, cook
ing utensils were issued. No hews from Sherman. Grant surprised
e brigade &t Chapins Bluff,

3lst = Very hot. Health poor. Did not move about much;
very weak. No news. Very heavy thunder storm last night.
Exceeded anything in my experience. 7The heavens were one great
gsheet of fire, and the thunder was almost incessant, and very
heavy. '

Aug. lst - Hot. Health poor. No appetite; tongue coated;
very weak; huard breada issued for two days. We are to have fresh
beef balance of weekd{ Good. DBetter satisfied with quarters and
gituation than at Macon, There are some exchange rumore in camp.

2d - Quite comfortable. Health poor. Attended sick call
and got some medicine, We drew fresh beef. Were turned over
to a new commander. No hospital accommodations yet, No news.
Report that “toremen and 600 wen were captured.

3d - Very hot. Health better today. Fresh beef issued.
"his is doing us much good. We cook it in soups prinecipally.
Paper reports that the fifty genersl and field officers who
were sent to Charieston some Lime since are to be sxchanged
today. 1 hope that this will lead to further exchanges.

(The reason that we were being hurried from Macon was that
Gen. Shermsn had to liberate us. The raid struck Macon the next
day after my division was sent to Savannah, and before the _
balance of the prisoners could be removed. A fight occurred and t
confeds captured the raid and sent Storeman to Charleston).




Aug. 4th = Very hot. ZFresh beef issued to us. No
papers are allowed to come in camp. They are exceedingly
strict with regard to communication outside. The First
Georgia Regulars are our guard, Major Wayne in command.
No army news. .
(The First Georgia Regulars, our guard, was
an old seasoned regiment, They were fighting men, theush
and had respect for other fighting men, though they were
enemies. They performed their dutyistrictly but with
discretion and sense not shown by guards at other prisons,
composed of boys and old men who had never seen service.

Although papers were not allowed in camp they found a way

in somehow., One of the captains of the guard, a tall,

black-eyed man with blaeck hair hanging to his shoulders,

& man that would be by his appearance classed as a typical soutiern
fire-eater, was one who smuggled papers into camp.)

6th - Hot. Health about the same, Reported that Grant
has Petersburg, capturing two brigades, snd that the rebels
had burned Chambersburg. No fresh beef, Went to sick call,
We are getting very good mations here. An open sink in camp is
& nuisance, '

6th = Hot, but air clean and pure. Health about the same,
Fresh beef issued. Paper reports that ¥ort Gaines at MNobile
taken. Rebel officers here say that we will have news that will
surprise us within three days. I feel soume hope of exXchange
soon, but do not talk about it much.

7th -« Slow cannonading heard all day down at the mouth of
the river, Was informed that a tunnel would be opened tonight.
Thought that in my present state of health I would not try it.
Wrote to wife and commissioner Ould.

8th -~ Cannonading nheard all day down the river. Can get
no satisfactory information from the officials, Paper says that
federal gun boats have run past the forts at Mobile and de-
stroyed their navy. Tunnels discovered last night and this
morning.

9th « Cannonading, heavy, guns heard through the day at
ghort intervals. No nospital arrangements are yet made for
the sick, they have to remain in quarters. No news. Officers
are very close, will not let papers come into camp. Drawing
the best rations we have ever had.

(One of the tunnels referred to above was dug by
Lieutenant Larrabee of the ~eventh Main Volunteers and Captain
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Manning of the Second District of Columbia cavalry,

glso from Maine. Their tent was pitched under a

mnonster live oak., Its branches spread 90 feet. INrom the
inside of their tent they dug a dunnel to the vault of

an outhouse which was not in use, and which was located near
the wall, and through under the wall to the street. When
they attempted to make use of their underground dirt

cansl & sentinel was found ready to escort them back into
the prison. A cow had discovered the tunnel.)

Adug., 10th - Cool, rainy. J¥resh beefl issued. Faper
smuggled into camp says that Fort Gaines at Mobile is
surrendered and that ¥ort Powell is blown up. Ko further
news., I am trying to study geometry, but make poor headway.
My brains asre so unsettled. ;

Aug. 1llth « Rumor that surgeons and chaplains are going
home, No army news. Couple small tenis were brought in for
us to use as small hospital accommodaticns, when the U, 8.
marine hospital stands empity cloce at hand,

124h - Quite hot and close. No news, and for & wonder,
no mumors. Health of camp quite good, 1 think, My mess
consists, besideay@yaelf. of Liewt. G, A. Deering of Saco, G.

' D. Bisbee of PedAn M., C, Wadsworth of Pittston, of 16th Maine,

and Lieutenants J. H.3 eton and 6. A. Chandler of Lewiston.
All have bunks now. Beef one pound to a man.

18th~ Trying to study geometry. HReading "Pilgrim's
Progress." Rumor that “avannsh had been made a point of
exchange. Hope it is so. Captain Gates taken outside to
hospital upon unis taking oath on the Bible that he would not
escape. '

14th - Very hot. Two surgeons were sent away for
exchange. Mo news from army. veemed very much like Sabbath
today. The sacred influence of the day seemed to pervade
the camp more than usual. The church bells ringing the calls
for serviece seem like sweet music. Wrote to wile,

_ 15th « Very hot. Health poor., Do not eat much at present.
Ho army news. OSome exchange rumors about camp. I have soume
hopes that exchanges will go on before long. #“umors that
stanton had resigned. If it is so more hopes for us. Fresh
beef to be issued every day except Savbath.

1l6th « Very hot. Ixchange ruwaors very thick. I do not
let thnem disturb the even teunor of my way. Fapefis smuggled
say thaet Mobile is in a bad condition. Jbarge mail by truce
arrived at Kichmond.
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17th - Hot. ©Shower. IExchange rumors plenty. The
papers have several items in relation to it, but I do
not put much confidence in & em, I have been too often
disappointed. Early defeat in Maryland, Mobile about
to be taken by federals.

18th - Fresh fish from Macon. Macon officers have
gone to Charleston.

19th - Hot. Heealth poor. Laid in bunk all day, felt
better at night. Many officers in camp think we are to
be exchanged soon. &o mmy it be. Workman putting in new
8ink; old one filled, -

20th « 0ld sink was filled up by & gang of mlaves;
smong them were seven females, This was sometuing I had
never seen, women using the spade., (There was one man
whose skin was white, freckled, red curly hair.) Lieutenant
B. sick, '

218t = Hot. Heavy thunder shower and rain near night.
Health rather better. Ko service. The cificlals with
whom we come in contaet treat us very gentlemanly; in
fact, we are treated more like men here than at any prison
we have been in. ILieutenant B, guite low and weak.

22d « Very hot and uncemfortable, health better than for
several days. Lieutenant Bb. a little better. I have uy
fears about him if we are not exchanged scon. Hebs seem to
be transferring the theater of war to valley again. Requisie
tion for clothing made up.

23rd -« ilot, cloudy, close, showery. Health about
the same, Lieutenant B, is better.

24th = heslth best for sowe time. Yapers gay that a
general exchange has been agreed upon. Younded and cone
valescent sent from Hichmond,

20th ~ 1864 « Very hot. Health quit% good., No news
except that the rebs ssy that Fort liorgan at liobile has gone
up. Cooking today and yesterday. I think that the officers
are in better health than one week since. One died in hospital
a few days ago. +he U. 8, Marine hospital is now used.

26th -« Very hot. Eome thunder. Patching pantis,
my overcoat cape ifor patches, Officer died in hospital,
can hear the morning and evening guns down on the coast.




27th = Report that Wheeler is doinjg damage in
Sherman's refr. Another tunnel was discovered. - Captain
Bensin and Grant put in close confinement.

.1
£L4U$28th = Paper says that U, 8., Govt, has made an offer to
exchange man for man, rank for rank and let the excess
remain in our hands,

All tunnel diggers caught to be put in close

confinement,

20th - Hot weather, Chaplains and surgeons received
notice that they were to be released and sent to F¥ort
Pulaski.

30th = Rebs are in hope that exchange will take place
soon. What should I do or how could I express my joy if
1 should be released to see the dear ones at home once more?

3lst = Lixchange rumors very plenty in camp. Did not
take any stock. Captain Bensin and Grant were returned to
camp.
Reported that Richmond and Charleston were to
be points of exchange. Cooking today; have to cook one day
in six., Don't like to cook as well as I like to eat.

Sept. 1lst = The exchange news of yesterday proved to be
& canard. Cheaplains preached a farewell sermon.

2d = Night cooler. Day hot. Head aches. Chaplains

and surgeons, nine in number, were released. They were plad
men, if I am & judge. Report that Shermen nas been fighting,
Barly is being driven from the valley. Building & chair.

Very cheering news from Sherman's army. He whipped
“dardee twenty miles south of Atlanta, cut Hood's army in two,
and the rebs are afraid that he will gobble a part. Paper
says that 600 officers have arrived at Hilton Head for exchange,
Wnile there is life there is hope.

_ 4th., Officer of the day says news is unfavorable for them.
Lieutenant Ogden presched from text Math, 8=33, Very instructe
ive and interesting sermon.

Sth = Good news from Sherman. He has whipped Hardeée and
compelled Hood to evacuate Atlanta, the gate city of the
confederacy. '

6th -« Scorching in middle of day, Finished my chair, In
third book of geoumetry,
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Tth - Health good. News that Sherman had again whipped
Hood, Received letter from Lieutenant Bmith at “harleston,
Meine men all well. Heading history of Reformation.

8th - Quite cool and comfortable. Btudying grammar
and geometry. News from army very good., We have those rebs on
the hip now and I look to see our successes followed up so
vigorously that they can have no opportunity to recover their
strength, k

9th - News from the army cheering. I find that I am trying
eyes and brains too hard with resding and studying. Lieutenant
B, and myself determined to cook by ourselves.

10th =~ Trying to make an arrangement with outsiders for
money. nlisted men being brought from Andersonville.

11th - News very good for the north. It seems sometimes
to be very hard to have to remain a prisoner shut out from
all that is civilized and comfortable, but I try to be recon-
ciled,

12th = Cooking for the mess, Lieutenant B. and myself
left the mess. In evening received orders to cook two days!
rations and be ready to start for “Yharleston at 4 tomorrow
morning. I don't fancy the change unless it is for exchange,

13th - Took cars for Charleston at 7 o'clock, arrived at
S p.m. and were placed in the Jail yard in tents; in the next
building were the officers who were sent from Macon. Ve are
the range of Dahlgren's shells. F¥ees better at night after
getting rested. Had to lie on ground.” See /~

14th - Heard a few shells explode at some distance in the

city. BReceived a letter from home. Saw Pendleton; he agreed to los

me twenty-five dollars in gold. Drew rations. Fifty-one colored
soldiers here in jail,

15th ~ Health not very good. Rations issued rather sumall,
fresh beef, a little flour, meal and rice. Quite & number of
shells exploded in close proximity to us.

The colored soldiers say that no miesiles have struck
here since General Foster has been informed of the locality
where our officers were confined.




:Vfﬁﬁtwe;?e foot wall, The papers told us that twenty-nine

16th - Health not good. ©Chelling continued all night
at intervals of thirty minutes. ©Shelling all day. They
pass by us at a distance of a few hundred feet. e are
very miserably situated here. No money, rations short, not wood
enough to cook with,

17th = About 1 o'clock a fire broke out a short distance
from us and soon our batteries began shelling the fire and
scon set the second and third fires near by. A whole square
was burned by one fire. Our shells were thrown once in six
minutes. Yome pieces coming among us,too near.

18th - Health not good; sore throat. Pendleton visited
us. Bare rice for breakfast and dinner and mush and molasses
for supper.

Rumored that Jones had proposed an exchange for

600 officers., Hope it is so. The shelling now at & more
healthy distance than yesterday. Two rations of bacon and
some molasses were issued, I think our condition will be
better or worse socn,

19th - Shells thrown at intervals of one hour or less.
Twenty-nine buildings were burned on Saturday and Sunday.
I blame the government for letting matters come to this
pass when a small concession would have freed all the prisoners,

The jail yard at Charleston was a filthy place.

The ground was flat, and when & heavy rain took place was covered
all over with water an inch or two in depth. The sink was
overflowing with filth. The citadel of the jail was filled
with deserters and negroes, Our tent was pitched close to
the gallows, which consisted of & post set in the ground,
with pulleys arranged for the rope to run over from the
victim to & box made to hold the weight that swung the men
into eternity. We were short of wood for cooking and I ap=
propiated the weight box for kindling. The fire alluded to
in diary was so near us that the flames were seen by us over

builaings were burned and the troops were called out to force
the firemen to remain at their posts. #s soon as it was seen
from the battery that a fire had been set, our men by more
vigorous shelling tried to make the destruction more complete
and disastrous. Bedlum and the other fellow reigned in prison.
The prisoners rejoiced at the calamity of their enimies and
made all the noise possible.




Sept. 20, 1864 « Cloudy and showers. Health not
good, sore throat, canker. But nine shots fired at city,
and most of those &t a distance from us. We are in the

most miseravle condition which we have been subjected to
in rebeldom. Iliope they will do something with us soon
one way or another, KNoar of gune in harbor is ineessant.

218t = Cloudy and hot. A shell about once an hour.
Lieut, B:. and mysell sent to Smith requestiing him to
negotiste & loan of twentye-five conied. Heperted that
navy officers are to be exchanged imuediately. OSurgzeon
says we nave to be moved soon to & betlter plade., DLrew
two days' rations. :

224 « Very hot and uncomfortable in jail yard.
Health not gouod; throat very sore. o news from armies..
Lieut. B, and myself were transferred from jail to
Roper Hospital building: Iiuch more coumfortable quarters.
Had to give our parole not to escape or communicate with
anyone outside the yard. i

23rd = Health same, Flags of truce met in the harbor.
Surgeons and chaplains and two or three officers were '
freed. Boat brought quite a large number of boxes of
supplies for Yanks, also a mail, HNo shelling while truce
boat was down. 1 think that if we can gel some money
from home; we shall be all right here. !Xéllow fever
reported in city.

24th - Hot. Throat better., Barly got s thrashing
in the valley., ©Some of Sherman's officers gcxchanged.
Shelling about as usual.

hoper Hospitél.wes a Tiné building and a nice
place for us prisoners. Ye had an opportunity of buying
anything the market aiforded.

26th - Health better. Received letter from wife,
Very much pleased to learn that all are in good health.
Quite a large number cof Slierman's officers left For
Sherman's lines for exchange. ©helling unhealthy in
the morning. Pieces of shell falling #&n yard,
o)




26th - Héalth better. Yellow fever said to be in
town. Rumor that Milledgeville was in the possession of
the Yanks., Shelling very close this morning, but did no dam
demage., <hey burst directly overhead. Navy officers
received money and boxes from fleet.

"27th - Comfortable weather. Health about as usual.
Gave & hill of exchange on R. P, Briggs for thirty dollars
gold and received one hundred and fifty in confed. money
for it. 7This is a runious rate, but was very hard up and
hungry. NNews of cheering character from the army. Rarly
being driven from the valley.

28th -« Hot. Health same, No news of interest. Yellow
fever prevailing to some extent in the city. It is re =
ported that one case was taken from the jail yard today. I
do not believe it. (I did not wish to believe it). ZThe
papers say that the shelling of the city was never so
furious as irom 7 to 10 p.m. today.

29th = Rumor that we are to be moved by reason of yellow
fever. JIrue reason, I think, is that Gen, Foster demands it.
Shelling vigorously.

Oct. lst = Ilot. Health quite good. Fifteen months
today since I was captured. Well, if there is no mistaking
the signs of the times my term is at least half served out.
fumored that Gen. Jones was intending to make proposals of
exchange of the officers on Morris Island.

(When the fifty general officers were sent to
Charleston from Macon the Rebs. put them in or threatened
to put them in the Mills house, an exposed situation. Our
government notified them if they put our officers in the
1ills house that fifty of their officers would be lashed
on & gunboat and it would steam up under Fort Sumter with
them. The officers were not placed in the Mjills house, '
Later when the six hundred from MLacon were placed andéd:
£iTe, Bix hundred of the Rebs' officers were placed near
our battery in retaliation, then other detachments of
federal officers were placed under fire in Charleston
and an equal number of rebels were added to the stockade
on Morris Islund, exposed to the fire of their own guns.)

Oct. 2d = Very hot. Beveral cases of yellow fever
among our officer. Said to be. Ther« is some doubt. lNot &
shell fired at the devoted city today. I do not understand
it. Wrote to wife. Heard that Col. Tildon of my: regiment
had been caputred in front of Petersburg and again escaped.
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3d = Hot and sultry. Health better than when in the
jail yard. 1t is reported that there are a few cases of
ﬂ:llaw fever in the hospital, ¥lag of truce brought back
J. Owen, who was sent down for exchange. Boat brought
up mail and boxes for the prisoners. Gen. Jones made
proposals for exchange of his men on Morris Island.

Oct., 4th - More comfortable and better air. Health
improving. Mail arrived, & part distributed., Heard
nothing of yellow fever, One hundred and seventy-eight
shells thrown into the city between 5 o'clock in the
morning and 6 in the evening. Some of the shells passed
directly over the building we occupied.

G107l p, Bth = Pleasant., Health good. At 8 P, M, received
: o pack up for Columbia at near midnight. Several
shells came in closge proximity while we were marching to
the cars. Yellow fever is given as the reason for removal,
Capt. Sheldon, commandant of the prison, and his adjutant
died last night of it. '

- (When the Bavannah officers arrived in
Charleston, we were all together again. And all confined
on .one square, Ondone cerner stood the citadel, or city
jail, on another the penitentiary, on another Ropers !
hospital, and on the fourth corner the medical college and
the marine hospital, Roper hospitel was a large, good
building three stories high, with towers at corners pro-
jeeting beyond the main walls, and in’the center a part four
stories also projecting from the mail wall. DBetween these
projections all around the building two-story verandas were
built. On the second floor of one that faced the harbor
Lieut. B. and myself slept. There was no other place for us,
the building was all occupied; but this was infinitely better
than sleeping on the dauwp ground in the jail yard, As we
lay at night on the soft floor, we could see the flash of fire
a8 the guns were discharged at the battery, then in a few
moments we would hear the noise of the discharge. If a fuse
shell was coming our way we could see it mount higher and higher
as it came nearer, and graduddly dower as it rose higher
until the energy wae spent and then it would seem to drop
as quick as lightning, sometimes stricking with a dull thud
on the ground, otherwise stricking and shattering a building,
producing a lively rattling among the brick and slate. It
was very interesting at night when all else was still to hear
the music of the shells.. +hey were two hundred pounders.
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A shell of that weight is about the size and shape of a
siX=inch joint of stovepipe except that it is conical.
They go hurtling through the air emd- over end with a terrible
swishing noise. e e

There was a church not far from Roper's hospital, with
a steeple with an old style open belfry. In this belfry the
Rebsmaintained a signal station. I could see the sentinel,
and I could see the wire that ran up to the station, One
day our battery tried to put that station and man out of
business. They planted the  £45 gwae in that direction
once in a few minutes for two hours. They hit everything
elge in the neighborhood, but did not strike the steeple,
The sentinel stayed..

Our forces on lorris Island learned of cur loeation in
the ecity, and directed the fire either one side or over
us, 80 we were comparatively safe,

The colored people soon noted this and they occupied the
buildings facing the square on which we were confined)

Oct. 6th - 1864 - Health good. Pleasant. Remained in
cars until morning and remained in street until night. No
rations were issued. The Rebs., are endeavoring to crowd us
into taking a perole and then not allowing any more privileges
than they should as prisoners of war. I am not in favoxr
of taking any parole unless great pribileges are to be
gained.

7th = Rained last night, got very wet. 8Slept in nmy

chair, 3 crackers to & man were issued. Moved 1ixout of theﬁh“ﬂj
city - west, to an open ground =« no tents, no fence, good

water. 12 at a time, no sink, Rations issued for day -

4+ pint syrup, 3 pints meal, 3 pints flour, a little salt.,

Ground covered sparsely with small pines, 12 ft. to 15 ft.

high, on good airy ridge. Sanitary goods secured.

Ogt. 8th - 4 man was brought in badly bitten by the dogs.
Cold weather, cold night, Health quite good. Mush for
breakfast. Bought four loaves of bread for %#3.00 for dinner,
Rive for supper, Negroes at work clearing ground - tools
promised.. I like the ground and the water. 1I1f we can
only get shelter we shall get on nicely. Sweet potatoes
$20.00 per bushel. Four pieces of artillery bearing on us,
Sanitary goods issued’' - received pr, drawers and a handkerchief.




Oct. 9th - Last night very cold for the season;
warmed up during the day. NHe#2ilth good., Rations issued-
no meat. Wrote to wife ordering a smsll box. No news
from the armies. Rumored that Grant and Lee had agreed
to exchange all prisonere captured since the first of
May 1864,

. Oct. 9th - It would be rather hard for an old prisoner,
but 1 say go ahead if anything can be done in that way. ;

Oct. 10th - londay = Very cold. liuch suffering for
the want of shelter and proper povering., Health good.
Wrote to wife ordering a box immediately. No news in
camp, No tents. A large gang of colored men are clearing
the vicinity of the camp of trees. We have drawn no meat
yet, but it is promised. Mutton sold at 32.50. Sweet
potatoes at $18.00 a bushel. '

Oct. 1llth - Fine weather. MHealth good. Wrote to wife
and sent by Brown, U,8.N, No army news. OSeveral men
escaped last night. Several were brought in who escaped
on the way from Charleston. Mo change in camp or furnishings.
Gen. Gordon says that we will not be here long. The "most
trouble in escaping is after getting away from camp every
one is ready to capture or ehase & person.

Oct., 12th - Fine weathier, Health good. No change in
camp. 1000 1lbs. of meat was brought into camp by the
the sutler and sold for $2.50 per 1b. Supt. has it that Hood
is getting the advantage of Sherman. Camp healthy. Ho tents
yet. Beveral recaptures brought in. Yellow fever raging
to quite a severe extent in Charleston. 1t proves to be
lucky for us that we were moved out, 7

e S .".‘;\

Oct. 1l3th - Pleasant., Health good. Capt. died in
hospital of yellow fever. GCol. Puckett of Gen., Harde's
staff was here. Papers not quite as confident as yesterdeay,
Baj, Mattocks exchanged. Rumor has it that we are notto
remain here long. Confound the povertye=stricken fools.
Urders were to shoot any person approaching the dead line
without warning - murder.

Oct. 1l4th = Fine weather; health good. Col. Spafford
died of yellow fever. No army news. Flag of Bruce in
Charleston harbor. No news. Special exchanges saysGen,

Hardie. Thiek shoes $65.00 per pair, Meat $2.25. No meat
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issued since leaving Charleston. Capt. Conelly says
he received orders to suspend operations.

Oct. 15th - 1864. Fine weather., Ilealth not very
good, Papers say that Gen Hardie had arbltration for
general exchange ef prisoners in progress. Several officers
arrived from Charlotte hospital., I have made me a small carpet
bag. The beginning of measures of escape. I am going to
get ready and try it if an opportunity offers, but I must
have rations for a few days to start with.

Oct. 16th - Fine weather. Health not good. Msking arrange=
ments for escaping soon, No news from the armies. Heard
that Conn., Ind. #nd Ohio had gon Rumors. Religious
gervice at 5 P, M, Officers hid oa brush heap to escape but
were discovered. Report that mail and boxes were in the
city for us.

Oct. 17th = Looks like rain, Illealth not good, Officers
held an election for President. Lincoln received 1034 and
licLellon 143 votes. HNews from the armises not unfavorable
for us. ©Omith and myself Had a dispute and he laid me in a
lie. I told him that he could not eat with me and there the
matter stands. '

Oct. 18th = Cloudy and rained a little; cleared off finally,
Health not very good. Nothing but meat and syrup issued, Went
back to lig¢es,with 8mith upon his invétation. Began to build
& hute chopped off a poplar 2ft. thick -~ a big job with a dull
aXx. Bought a piece of fat bacon and laid it away Ifor escape,
Officers received from acon were sent for exchange,

Oct. 19th = Very find day. bealth good. Splitting out
some shakes for roof of hut, Army news unimportant, HNego=-
tiations are beiig made so that prisoners of war on both sides may O

supplied with necessary provisions and clothing to make them
comfortable.

20th - Fine weather. Health good. Army newa.midgre. New

comaander. 3t. Cal R, Stark Means, took £sarges. e makeg fair
Eiomhu?@mms Bmam:tﬁzggllffﬁwd (02 “Could not get ax to work
St Sl e s RSB e Lulne 1 L. e i
Tor the purpose of exgﬁgﬁég. k| Chérleston e b Pt




Oct. 21, 1864 - No important news in regard to the
armies. Lieut. Young, of Fourth Pennsylvania cavalry,
was accidentally shot by a sentinel. He died in twenty
minutes. Package of money letters arrived. Several
gentlemen visited the camp, professing thneir willingness
to do what they could for their friends.

28rd « Very find weather, Health about as usual,
Barly has another thrashing in the valley. Papers do not
speak very encouragingly of their army and of the situation
before Richmond. A man in caump with money to loan, two
confed for one greenback. Takes & power of attorney and
dr:ws an officer's pay from the paymaster,

23d - Fine weather., Health not good. No news,
Wrote to wife for money and box, Lieut. Young funeral
sermon was preached by Lieut. Abbot., Some exchange
rumors. ©Some of the officers expect to go back to
Charleston., Nothing but meal and sorghum issued this
time.

24th - ¥Fine weather. DFrost las night. News from the
ariies good for us, Papers speak despondently of the
situation in Virginia, but they affect to believe that Hood
is doing wonders. Reb. officers here assert that the
commendand is doing what he can to furnish us with better
shelter and food.

25th - Fine weather, frost, Health good. Getting
poles together to build a hut, Hdard work, Many letters
delivered. &n officer caught stealing potatoes from
another., Sutler cannct procure potatoes enough to supply
the camp. One hundred bushels per day will not do it.
Boxes and letters expected bery soon from Charleston. Reb.
officers on NMorris Island sent to Fort Pulaski,

26th = Cloudy and razined & part of day. Health not
good. Dysentery. MNo news from the armies. .One of the
guarde was Killed by a sentinel while shooting at escaping
prisoners last night. &4 change o be made in sutlers.

28th - Health better., Humor that the armies about
Richmond were moving. Drew flour, mesl, rice and salt this
issue. No meat since we left Charleston (twenty-three days
that no meat was issued). We buy meat of the sutler at
$2.50 per pound., et work on ghanty. Slept in it last
night. More escapes last night.
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29th = Fair and fine. Health good. Grant's army
reported to be moving on both sides of the river. No
shelter has been furnished us yet. We are busy with all
the few axes we have building huts fvom small pines and
making the roofs of boughs and bosrds split from logs.

Oct. 30th = Mail delivered. None for me, Disappointed.
llany letters speak of exchange as likely to take place soon.
Papers say that arrangements have been made by the two
governments to supply its own prisoners with food and
clothing.

Nov, lst = Fine weather. Health good, Capt, Benson
and Lieut. lLarabee made their escape.

Nov. 24 - Rained all day and night. Rations being
issued. ©Some escapes being made vey dark night, I am L U ta,
very much in need of shoes and clothing, but there does }
not seem to be any prospect of getting anything,

3d = A large party escaped by going out with those
paroled to go for wood. Major Mattocks went.

4th - Escaped by walking past the guard at Post No. 1
in broad daylight, traveled about twelve miles, 1 judge,
through the night, followed up the Baludea river on south
side, found very bad country to travel in; swamp. Fell in
with Lieut. Heald of 1l0lst Ohio.

5th = Fair but cool., Health good. Lay all day under
a tree top in the woods, At night started agein and
traveled through & pine forest five miles, lost our way,
built a fire asbout midnight and lay down and slept until
morning. Three of us had, when we started, two pounds of
bread, one pound of bacon, & little salt. Found some corn
and roasted it last night.

6th - ¥ine day., Health good. Lay in the corner of a
field, Lived on parched corn and persimmons and nungry
at that. That evening found & patch of sweet potatoes
and filled out bags. Stopped about 3 ofclock, built a fire and
roasted them., Tsaking them on an emptly stomach made me sick.
Passed through a village.

7th - Hotter than usual, Subsisted on sweet potatoes.
walked ten or twelve miles. Went intc a parden and got some
cabbages and green tomatoes., Suffered much for water, Found
a fine spring near night. Caught & cow by the horn, but whe
got away from me. Wanted milk., The country more uneven than
usual., Ridges with brooks between.

8th -« Cloudy, rained in morning. Health good. lay all dey
in a deserted hovel, near a road. Saw several persons pass,*




Started on our march at dusk, soon cane to a river,

ferried ourselves across and left tiie boat. Pushed

on about eight miles when we ran into the embrace of a
patrol. They took us to the nearest house, watched with

us till morning,had breakfast, marched to nearest station
and took cars for Columbia. Arrived at 5 p.m. Were put in
a filthy stairway in jail and kept there all night. Spoke
through & crevice in the wall with Lieut. Bearce of 9th
Maine. He told me of tne death of my brother at the
crossing of North Anna bridge in May.

10th - ¥Fair weather, Health good. Left jail for
camp early in the morning., Laid in the stairway all night
in the dirt with nothing to eat, Jound conditions in Camp
Sorghun same as when we left., There seems to be a certainty
that ten thousand will be exchanged. Col. Hatch, who has
been here, says a large proportion will be officers.

1lth = Cold and rainy. Health good. 4 dozen more
officers recaptured, Col. lieans says he has orders to send
eight hundred officers to Savannah for exchange.

Nov. 12th - 1864~ Fine weather, No army news. Papers

have some election reports. Lincoln elected. ¥our hundred
boxes arrived and were delivered. The promotion of three
of our Sixteenth Maine officers came to notice. I received
no box. The contents of boxes were in very good condition.

13th = Fine weather but cold. Health good. Bverything
quiet on exchange. Hany officers about camp who have the
appearance of U, S, officers, woing to receipt of boxes. No
érmy news. ©So cold that ice formed on water in pail.

14th - No wurmy news of importance, ILxchange business
remains about the same, It is going on at Savannah. Col,
Means has been put in command of all the prisoners and a major
takes his place.

15th - JFine weather. Health good. At work, cut logs to
split into roofing for hut. %Phere seems to be no certainty
about staying here for any length of time. About a dozen & day
capiured aund returned., They report that negroes furnish any
amount of food for all tuatl call on them. No one hae been in-
formed upon by them yet. i

16th « Fine weather. No news. Potter, the money man, in
camp. Ixchange going cn at Savannah. -




17th -,Fine weather. No news of importance; wgnt out
with Lieut. Cain on parole for wood. No papers., FYast
day yesterday. Report that 100 officers are to be exchunged
from this camp. At work when I can get an axe getting stock
for the hut,

18th - Clear and warfter than usual. At work splitting
out shakes for roof. Papers report Sherman moving toward
Macon, ZXxchange going on at Savennah; 80 or 50 officers
have been brought down. A few boxes arrived. A large mail
~distributed. I received & package of paper and envelopes
but no letters.

19th = Cloudy; looks like rain. We hope soon to be in . _
rdceipt of boxes und supplies from our government and from Lume, .
as we see by the papers thet our government is ellowing the .
enemy these privileges,

20th - Rainy. Health good., By building large fires we
managed to keep comfortable. Continuegito rain all night,

2lst. Rainy in morning. GClear &t night with wind., Many
suffered severely with cold. A great many officers in camp
have no shoes or stockings about hali the camp have huts
construected, which are quite comfortable. Very col#

224 « Very cold in morning and grew cold until noon with
raw wind, which became calm at night, but very cold. Groumx
¥roze hard and ice formed on water five=eighths inch thick.
News that Sherman was nesar the capitol of Ceorgia, burning and des
troying everything on his march., A suwall lot of boxes arrived.

23d = Cold but fine. XHealth good, Sherman reported to have
burned Killegﬁefille. Lvery available man is being sent forward
to confront Sherman. They fea?! a visit to this place from him,

24th - Fine day. Health good. No papers allowed in camp;
they fear that we should know what Shermun is about. Procured two
hundred dollars confed. of Lieut. Saber. Two pieces of artillery
were taken away. 01d Poéter paying money in camp. .

- 2bth « Clear and pleasant., Lieut B. escaped last night
but was caught again, A large nﬁﬁ%f?ﬁggﬁﬁpéﬁﬁiy forging surgeon's
passes. No papers to be allowed in camp at present, We could
hear nothing from Sherman, About two hundred escaped,




26th = Fine weather, Reported that two hundred
escaped by telling the sentinels at lower end of camp
that they were paroled. Smith and gelf went outaéde
for timber., An officer shot (killed) in evening while
trying to escape and one wounded. An officer caputred
thirty miles from Augusta, says heavy firing was heard
in thet direction,

27th = Pleasant. Wrote to wife and commissary at Hilton
Head. Ko news from Sherman. Artillery brought back. The
inhabitants of Georgia are now paying dearly for gecession.
Sherman is doing them great damage. Rollcall revealed the
fact that three hundred Yanke had left since in this camp.

Z8th = Fine warm day, lealth good. 4#ugusta reported
to have fallen into Sherman's hands, The rebs hardly
know which way to turn. At work on hut. Saturday's paper in
camp. Vice President Stevens says the Lonfederacy is whipped
and the quicker it mekes terms the better,

29th = A few Yanks escaped. Doctor held an examination

to select those who are most entitled to exchange. Lieut.

B, and Smith went beiore him, MNo reliable news from Sherman.
At work on hut. Have to do nearly all the work mysell, Lieuts.
B. and Suwith are {itting for exchange. e

30th = Ho news of importance from the armies. Sherman's

whereabouts not known, I received five letters from wife ol dates
July 234, Aug. 3d, Sept. 1llth, 18th, and 23rd, and one from
brother in ¥irst Maine cavelry; one from Allen and one from
Hoore. Wrote to Allen and Moore. My brotner's death, confirm-
ed (killed at North Anna Bridge). fThe cabin we build at camp
Sorghum. Omall pines about six incres in diameter were procured
end laid up in reguler log-house styile. It was about six

by eight feet inside. The roof was made of slabs split from

& white wood tree. The writer chopped it in suitable lengths
with a dull axe and split it as thin as possible with axe and
wedge, averagaing sbout three incnes in thickness, It was

tough end stringy and it was a long, daborious and tedious
cphtract. One of my co-laborers was disabled by a wound in
%Qg_gz%;t,the other had an aversion ror labor of any kind, but
he DUt was built and served its purpose quite well. We were
obliged to get down on alil fours to enter it. The securing of
the parts together was done witii an 0ld inchk augur and pins.
There were no nails to be had. :




Dec. 1, 1864 - Fine day. Health not good. Wrote
to brother. DButler's canal through. Sherman lost in
Georgia. Prisoner shot while walking near the dead line uy
& sentinel - horrid murder. Ne notice of the occurrence
was teken by the authorities.

Lo tosn

2d = General Widsez in camp, Negroes will be furnished
to cut wood and timber if we will furnish axes for them
to use, Twenty more were examined for exchange. Sherman lost =
they hav put blocd~hounds on his track. A "fresh fish" from
Sherman'e army brought in. Thomas has 125,000 men. /

3d - ¥ine weather. About thirty recaptures brought in,
some taken within hearing of Sherman's guns. They report

that several of our men have decs. K.Aliyg

. 4th - Report that the sick were going away tomorrow.
Congress proposed a bill to put 60,000 negroes in the service.

Nothing from Sherman. Rumor that we were to be moved
into town, also that we were to be sent %o Salisbury. Another
that we were to be parcled and sent home,

5th = Clear and pleasant. Camp rife with rumors of
exchange, etecae Nothing from Sheruan. Paper reports that Hood
and Thomas have had & 1ight end Hood was repulsed. Mending my
clothes, I think that Sherman is disturbing our box arrangements.

6th = A paper eaye that exchange is to be resumed at
Charleston. Shelling the city to cesse meanwhile. The sick
to be sent to Charleston immediately.

7th = Rainy in morning, Fine later in day. BSherman pushing
toward Savannah, Exchange going on &t Charleston. Yesterday
some of the guards were put in the stocks, =& party of their
comrads made a move to release them today; they were arrested
and sent to the city.

8th = A couple of the commandant's dogs, wuich he keeps for
hunting Yanke, strayed into camp, fell on an axe and died. (When
the officials learned of the occurrence there was a tremendous
hubbub in ecamp, The dogs had been killed and buried by the
prisoners. No gne coulld be found who knew what had become of
the dogs. after a long search the dogs' burial place was found,




The incident furnished variety and spice to the monotony
of ‘prison life, and was much enjoyed by the prisoners, as
was anything that added discomfort to the officials. The
dogs were exgudiried) and taken away, The threat was made
that their remains would be placed in the creek, where we
obtained our water. I don't think it was done). A list of
special exchanges was called off to go to Charleston
tomorrow. Four of the guards deserted their posts last
night and left with some "Yanks.,"
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gth = Very cold, Healthn good. Lieut. G.D, Bisbee
of my mess exchanged to go this afternoon. I send this
diary howme by him, (Lieut. Bizbee was a gocd soldier and
officer and cxcelled in grit, energy and determination.
After his exchange he returned at cnce to his regimentm without
‘taking a furlough, notwithstanding he was disagbled by a wound
received at Fredericksburg. A shot penetrated his left wrist,
shattering one of the tones, The wound hes never been healed,
He became a lawyer and is pronminent in that profession in Maine,
Hag gerved in the legislature and as ccunty attorney, and as
president of the bar association of Maine, end is counsel for
the corporetion that controls the water power at Rumford Falls,

onne of the most extensive paper manufecturing concerns in the
country, )

BEC ML WA IPURE

The principal topics of conversation and thought in prison
were exchenge and escspe. As to doing any thing to hasten our
exchange, we were Helpiess, but we could escape, or at least
try to. &t Camp Scorghum escape was coumparatively easy, there
being no enclosure, HNothing but @ line of sentineis to bar the
way .

The difficulty was encountered after leaving the prison,
Long distances to travel throuch a hostile country, the location
of our forces was indefinite, and the necessity of cbtaining
food were problems e did not know that an escaping "Yunk"could
almost absolutely rely upon the assistance of the colored people.
The prisoners were allowed to go to the woods for fuel a few at
a time, by giving a written parole not to escape., Lieut. B, and
myself arranged a scheme for getting away which wofﬁ@ﬁ*kx;'right.
The headquarters of the officials was outside the guard line
near post number one. Lieut. B, went ocut and gave his parole
and went down to the woods ostensibly for fuel., He returned,
went to headquarters, took up his parole, cume to post one and
helted outside the line and called me "Bisbee, come out and
bring the axe." Iiis eall could be heard all over the camp., I
passed out leisurely over the guard line with the guerds looking
at me and joined him. We had prepared for flight by procuring
a meal sack which we cut in two parts, meking & cuarpet bag for
each, in which we had placed all our belongiags, consisting of
one tin cup or can, old letters, sutograpns book and diary.
Thiese we had strapped close under our arms and coticealed by
wearing our blankets shawlwise, The scheme was & new one and
completely hoodwinked the guards, We stood and talked a few
minutes and them slowly proceeded to the woods. As soon as we
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were out of the sight of the camp we lost no time in putting some
distance between tiie cemp and ourselves until we found a plsasce of
concealment, A& soon as darkness came we hiked in the direction of
Bast Tennessee, the nearest point that we knew Union troops were sta-
tioned, three hundred miles. We followed no roads unless ﬁhey‘leé pow-
ad that point., During the first night we came across another fugitive
from injustice and he begged to be allowed to snere our fortunes. We
took him aboard., Lieut. Hesld, of the 10lst Ohio. We had pone and
bacon for one day's subsistance, one day we lived on dry ‘ears of corn
parched softened on a fire, one day we lived on raw cabbage eqtlrely.

On that day we were hiding in an old log hovel not far from s
road, and we had to lay low all day, &s we might be seen through the log
if we wtood. This was a day of suffering. There were millions of
flees in our clothes soon after we entered, We lay there munehing
cabbage and trying to rezlize what a glorious condition it was to
enjoy liberty. b —

Ol : A%

Lieut. Heald found fault with Qur cabbage fare and I told him
he was too particulsr zbsut his food. One night we came to the
Seludu river; there was a Terry boat on our side and we set ourselves
across, About the time we were leaving the boat a voice was heard from
the place we had just left, shouting, "Hullo, the baoat," "Hullo, the
boat!" We did not take it back, NS

One night dogs were heard,apparently on our track. We found a
tree half blown down =znd shiinned up it a safe distance and waited
until the dogs passed. A4s we lay in the woods one day & herd oif cows
came near us and we had a hankering for milk. I caught one and one
of the other fellows prepared to milk. The cow was loyal to the rebels
and got up = rough=-house, snd I could not hold her., I think if the
cow had seen us eating cabbage she would not have objected to our
clainming relationship with her | and so might have made no kick when we
attempted to milk her. Sweet potestoes were our principal food, which
we roasted. Our course led us Lhrough swamps, over sireams and through
pine forests. We paid no attention to roads unless they led in our
direction. The night that we were captured we were pursuing our peace-
ful way in a rosd and about 2 o'clock we were surprised by running the
muzzies of guns manned by a party of guards who were on patrol duty.
They tosck us to the nearest plantation and kept us until morning, - The
lady and .some slaves were thie only inhabitants=husband and scne in the
army. The lady stayed up with us. She sat in an old-fashioned basket=
bottomed chair with her toes turned around and inside the chair leg,
and smoking s cob Pip®., In the morning she gave us a breakfast of
corn-bread and bagon, which we relished hugely. Her heart was right
i her toes were wrong. Ia the morning we were tuken to the negrest
station and sent to Columbia, The name of the place where we were
captured was Frog Level. We passed one might in =2 Tilthy hallway
and then were taken back to"Camp Sorghum. "

(Having sent my diary home, my recordsy until my exchange,
were kept on scraps of Daper such as I could pick Uup, ‘&
leaves of what appears to ne
firm, The Paper was rsde in
Another protion is written on & nespital record whieh T
purloined at Cgarlegton. The large leaves are folded in book shape
and the alary is written across the liospi tal records, making it diffi-
cult to decipher, o & ‘




. -41—&-_- continued .

/ﬁL—- Lieut, Bisbee started for exchange. I sent my old
letters, autograph book and diary up to this date; also
letters to father, brother, wife and others. Was very glad
that Bisbee was so lucky as to be exchanged. Very cold dise
agreeable day. News from Sherman good,

10th « Cold and rainy. A& great amount of suffering in
camp. Health not good. Another order has been issued by
our governmmaent forbidding the transmission of packages and
money thrcough the lines to union prisoners. This looks to me
like &n indichtion of exchange. It is reportec that more
officers are to go within & few days.

11lth « Cold and rainy., Health not good. Reported that
we are to leave this camp tomorrow. Snerman all right,

12th = Pleasant, Health same, Packed up about noon
and merched to tie city. Our quarters are a pert of the
insane ssylum yerd. The water and sink arrangements are good.,
We were informed before entering the yard that lumber must not
be wasted ur tlhe tools lost, for in that case, money in the
quarterpasicr's hands would be deducted to pay Ior such loss.
We found one house parily erected to serve as & model., It
is 24 feet square, in two rooms, esch room to asccommodate 18
men, seld t¢ be same arrangement as our fedearl prisons.




13th - Quite pleasant, though it looks l;ke rain.
Smith in hospital. I bunk with Wadsworth. A% work on
barracks. The officers who were confined in Richland Jail
were put with us last night. ZExchange looks hopeful,
Sherman near Savannah.

l4th - Cloudy in morning. GQuite pleasant afternoan,
Health not yery good. At work on shanty. Hospital building
in the yard.,

15th « &Ko boards were issued, they say that a train of
lumber is stending several miles from this place waiting
for engines to bring it here., All the availeble engines
impressed for hauling #roops. Sherman said to be fighting at
Savannah,, ‘

16th « Very fine days. No newe of improtance from the
armies, A few boards were furnished for the barracks. I
like the situation much better than eny we have been in, Ratiors
issued= very smalle 3 pints of meal, 4 pint of rice, ¢ pint of
flour, 2 tablespoonfuls of sslt and 1 rint of sorghum per man.
They are bound to sterve us if possible and force us to buy
provisicns at their price, Very fine weather, like Indian
swamer in Maine, Report that Sherman has reached the coast
and had captured Savannsh and & large number of prisoners.
Hothing from Grant's army. Frames for 31 houses asre erected
and Iour nearly covered. Exchange is soid to be suspended
until after the holidays,

18th = Very wurm, so much so that shade was nore agreeable
than the sun in middle of day. Health poor. XNo news of importe
ance from any point. It seems” to be the impreseion of mgny in
camp thatl there are to be no more exchanges ot present, As
for myself I cannot think Ss0. I believe thet all will be
exchanged within the next three months. 1 think that our
government would never have turned back our boxes after they
had arrived at Hilton Head unless exchange was likely to take
place soon,

19th « Fine weather, Health not good. What news cen be
gathered from different quarters is of u cheering character,
Reld in West Virginia, one from Vicksburg, a column from
Ba ton Rouge marching on Mobile. Sherman has taken Ft, MchAlister,
by storm snd established commnications with Cen, Poster, v, ] 2
Lverything appears to be looking well., Neport that seven %2
officers are to be exchanged soon. Lumber ior houses comes in
very slow,




20th = Cloudy and threatened rain all day - began to
rain in evening and continued all night. Good news. Thomas
has whipped Hood and driven him several mites, taking 1000
prisoners, sdxteen pieces and large quantity of small arms.
A very large naval expedition has sailed from Hew York in
charge of Gen. Butler,., Charleston is probably the point
threatened now.

21st - Rained in the morning, cleared during the forenoon,
cold and windy; grew very cold until night; froze during the
night; mich suffering from cold. I passed the night very
comfortably in one of the barracks, Bood news from Thomas.
He has whipped Hood again, taking 49 pieces of artillery and
5000 prisoners. Nothing from other guarters. Wrote to wife.

224 - Very cold. Slept in tent; very uncomfortable. Ha%v
to keep moving about to keep war); Lieut. Cary slept with me. War
Three buildings burned in the night. News from the armies

first rate. Lverything is looking well. The Rebs. are getting
hard hits on all sides.

23d - Very cold during the day. Ice formed last night $

of an inch thick. Continued cold all day and night, though not

as cold as last night. Health same as usuald Good news.

Savannah was evacuated last Thursdey, so th is in our possession,
Everything seems to be workiig well. Rumor that the

Rebs. would be willing to parole us and allow us to £o home

if we would petition to that effect. I place no reliance on

it. A letter from Danville says that about fifty of our

recaptured officers are there. Major Mattocks, Lieut. Hunt,

Capt, Litchfield of Maine are at Saulsbury. Cloty for pants cost

$33.,00 per yard, potatoes $22.00 per bushel, a tooth brush

costs $10.00, butter $12.00 per pound, meat $3.00 per pound.

OUne dollar gold brings $33.00; a silver dollar is worth $28.00;

greenbacks, $3.50 for one in prison, outside $10.00 or $12.00
for one,

24th - Very fine day. Yarm in middle of day. Health
quite good. Report that 200 officers were to be exchanged soon.
Turkeys are selling at $30.00 each for Christmas. BNo news
of importance from the armies.

25th = Cloudy and cold. uncomfortable. MNot a very
cheerful Christmas day. Had a tood beel soup and Indian
corn cake for dinner. No meat. Rained in evening. Rained
all night; slept comfortable. Rumor that we are to be moved
to Saulsbury. Sherman is said to be on the war=path again.




26th - Cloudy and foggy all day; saw the sun once.
Hood's army retreating southward. Hood's conduct censured
by the press., Kilpatrick reported to be marching on Branch-
ville. Fight at Wilmington. Health good.

27th = Cloudy and foggy in forencon. Sun shéne in
afternoon., Rumor that we are to be moved from this place.
1t is reported that Wilmington has gone up. Lieut. Murphy Sy
and compasnies brought in after having nearly reached our Corm/ponn ™
lines and suffering everything but death. Branchville is
said to be threatened.

28th = Fair wa#ther., Health good, procured a paper;
paid $1.00 for it." Our naval fleet engaged Ft. Fisher at
Wilmington yesterday. No result; paper says that immediate
danger is passed,

29th - Windy and cold. Suffered for want of clothing by
day and by cold at night. I have nothing but a pair of cloth
slippers which I made to protect my feet. Shoes are $100.00
a pair., I procured $100.00 Confed. yesterday by giving my
note for $560.00 greenbacks. No news from any source today.

A few more boards brought in; there are now eight houses
bosarded. # billet thrown into the prison from the outside
sald. "All will be well in a few weeks,"

30th » Rumor that Ft. Anderson at Wilmington is in our
possession. Report that another exchange is to come off
soon, There is a great amount of wire-pulling for the
chances, some are trying to get in the hospital, others are
bribing the officers. I think I will try the money on them.
if I can, to the tune of $100 greenbacks at least. Other
troops than the guard are quartered here now. I hear the
revellie beat in the morning. Some house frames to‘n down
for wood. : '

3lst - Rained in morning, cleared at night; very cold;
no news. Good~bye, 1864. with your weary days of bondage.

January 1, 1865.

Very cold in the morning, severe cold night.
Suffered severely with the cgld. No news of consequence,
from any quarter. Capt. WhilMton, Lieut. Damsell and Lieut.
Cary, of 13th Mass, Lieut., Stevens and Lieut. Chandler, of 5th
Maine, Lieut. Wadsworth, Capt. Bmith and muself of the 1léfh
Maine, joined and had a New Year's dinner. The bill of fare

-




was as follows:; A turkey, roasted sweet potatoes,
pumpkin sauce, turnip sauce, apple
sauce, pone made of flour and Indian
meal, and pumpkin pie,

making a very good and substantial dinner. I enjoyed it

very much.

There is a great deal of dickering going on for
exchange. gome of the rebs officers connected with the
prison are managing to make a pocket full of money by
the next exchange. I am going to get out if one hundred
dollars G,B. will do it. 1 cannot pay more, thinking
as 1 do, that I will be exchanged within three months ,
Our dinner cost $53.50 for eight of us. Major Griswold
has gone to Richmond with the mail.

Jan., 2d - Warmer, clear with west wind. Mush for
breakfast. Beef soup for dinner. No paper, no news,
no rumers.

Jan, 3d = Cloudy and rainy. Have slight cold. KRemains
of yesterday's soup warmed up for breakfast with griddle
cakes, For dinner pone and fried beef, Rumor that an
agreement for exchange had been effected. No war news,
pleasant night. Wrote to wife.

4th - Very pleasant, Paper says a load of supplies
had arrived at Richmond for Yankee prisoners, also that
Col., Mulford was expected to visit Riclumaond for the pur=- I
pose of arranging a new cartel for exchange of all prisonersg.
Health not very good. Mush for breakfast, beef soup for .
dinner.

5th - o news, no papers.

6th - Rumor that Blair had been sent by our government
to treat for peace with the rebels. HXershon's division
passed this place for Branchville.

7th - Warm and pleasant. No exchange news. Major
Griswold to arrive home Monday with a mail and good news for
the prisoners. Tents are to be issued to those who are
without shelter,

8th = No news on Sabbath now.
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9th No news of particular interest. Generally it is
favorable to us. Rebs appear to be quite sanguine that no
exchange will be effected. Tents issued to all who have no
shelter. Major Griswold arrived from Richmond and reports
that & new cartel has been made, by which it is agreed that
all prisoners captured in the future shall be exchanged
within fourteen days. No news of any movements,

LG

llth - Major Griswold waszthat the rebs have made a
proposition to exchange the prisoners now held by both
parties, shall be exchanged by the new cartel. I think
that certain movements about camp which I have seen indicate
that exchange will teke place soon, The surgeon was in
yesterday inquiring about exchange, also the hospital
steward. They are planning to fill their pockets by it
and are negotiating for bribes. Gold 40 for 1; 90 for 1
in Kichmond,

12th - Major Grigwold reports thaet the commissioners
had met and agreed upon exchange, and that Major Mulford
had gone to Washington for instructions, also that the

rebel government had resolved to put 200,000 blacks in
the Tield..

15th - Sherman reported to be marching on Branchville.
Bought pair of shoes; paid $100 confed for them.

l4th - Our fleet has appeard off Wilmington,

16th = All sorts of rumors are afloat concerning
exchange. Preaching by the Rev. Mason of Macon.

 16th - Report that a part of our fleet had possession !{:;¢
of Fort Fisher at Wilmington. Some officers near my ek

quereTs. Fossarmk. G daeR

17th - Fighting reported at Wilmington. Our fleet
has nearly all passed Fort Fisher, Sherman said to be on the
~east side of Savannah, ' '

18th - News that Fort Fisher had surrendered with all
the garrison, 4t work making fireplace of clay and dirt
mixed with my hands.
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19th = Various ruaors afloat concerning Sherman and
the operations before Wilmington.

20th = Worked in forenoon making brick for chimney.
Rain in night washed our fireplace down and spoiled it.
A new commander took charge of us. Just returned from
¥ort Delaware (& union prison); says he is going to learn
us how to bahave.

21st = Cold and uncomfortable, Went to bed after
breskfast and lay till noon. :
The gunboats *+allshassee and Panther taken
at Wilmington, Fort Caswell taken; Shermen's forces marching
on Charleston, Railroad cut by our cavalry between Branche
ville and Augusta, i

22d - Rev. J. Kreelman preached to us. He is one
of the most talented men in the South, and very zealous in the
support of slavery. His sermon was very good and contained’
no allusion to government or to us as prisoners.

23d = Cold and uncomfortable; no war news; money is all

gone; trying to get more. Sutler has been letting it at
$0 for 1 gold. 2

24th- Quite cold; ground frozen. No war news; health
good. -Some rumors of exchange, Paper reporte that 500
rebs had arrived at Richmond for exchange.

25th = Boards furnished for the house in which my tent
is pite Paper says that 172 rebel officers passed Cairo
for New Wpleans for exchsnge. Lieut. Henderson died in
hospital of typhoid pheumonia.

26th - coldest day of the winter this year. Ground
frozen two and a half dinches in depth, Another commander
over us. The Frerchman fooled around a few days and played
out, Capt. Stewart appears to be a quiet sort of man,

27th = Very cold and uncomfortable. Nothing but mush
to eat.

28th - Many rumors about recognition and peace, Sherman
on & move toward Charleston and Branchville,

29th - Warmer and a very pleasant sunny day. HNothing
to eat but mush and pone with borrowed soghum. Rumors that




an armistic had been .agreed upon for forty days between

the armies about Richmond, alsc that Stevens, Hunter and

Boyce had gone to Washington. Received two letters from home
dated the 6th and 13th of Kovember.

30th « Pleasant; health good. Mush for dinner and
supper, Recelived letter from wife dated Oct. 30th. No
army news. Gold has fallen and sutler is waiting to see
what will happen before cashing more drafts. I am very
ragged and hungry. I do not feel like remaining in the
service if I should get out now.

3lst - Deliciously lovely day, nct a cloud to be
seen all day. lush for breakfast; cakes for dinner,

' Note~ In the last batch of "stuff" I copied from
my diary of date Jan. 1Bth, this sentence, "Some officers
near my quarters got drunk.," It is printed "Some officers
near my quarters. (Full stop after quartersQ, then "Got drunk,"
with a capital G, forming s sepsrate sentence meking me say,
acknowledge and confess that I got drunk. I have gone through
the temptations of army and prison life, and as & citizen of the
Third ward, and never did I drink any. I have thought in my
humiliation and anger that I would have & writ of habeas
Jackass issued and have the blunderer arrested and made an
example of for the good of the community.

Feb, lst, 1865 - Very fine weather. Paper says
that Gen. Grant has had the whole matter of exchange put in
his hands and that it is the opinion of Washington papers
that a genefal exchange will soon follow. 4All hostages have
been released on both sides.

2d = Pleasant. Gen. Hayes is at Richmond distributing
boxes and clothing to Yankee prisoners; is to visit prisons
farther south. Lived on mush. Health quite good.

3d = Cloudy and raw, not much rain. Wadsworth loaned me
- $25. Mush all day. Reading "Josephine."

4th - Nothing. Fair weather. Had a soup.

5th = Sherman near Branchville. Bean soup for dinner,
Rumor that we are to move,




(Note = As to that bean soup, the rebs occasionally
issued to us rations of a kind of smsll, dark colored bean
called "nigger peas," We boiled them but no amount of boilding
would make them soft., They appeared to be the favorite
dwelling place of & small buty or fly. Each bean served as
& home for one or more of the€se little insects. Ve were not
furnished with any apparatus by which we could separate the
bean from the fly, as it seemed necessary that we should eat
something now and then we ate the beans. The flies were so
numerous that a darker shade wae given to the dish, We were
short on meat and we were thankful for anything that bordered
on a meaty flavor.) ;

6th - Ruined at night. Mush for both meals. Rumors
of exchange.

(Another Note = To save precious time and for
- other reasom not numerous, we prepared but two meals a day.
lMostly Indian meals.)

7th = Cloudy. Mush., Rumors of moving.

8th « Clear and cold, Sherman moving toward Augusta.
Gen. Winder died last night of appplexy., His last words
are reported to have been, "Give the prisoners ng meat,
curtail the sorghum, sift the meal and give the prisoners the
b'!ﬂ'!l.“(;"ta.w\ - L

Mush (Note = Gen. Winder was the commissary of
prisoners for the confederacy, that is, he had charge of all
the prisons, Much of the blame for ill treatment of prisoners
was laid to him. There was great rejoicing in prison when
the news of his death was announced.)

9th « Fine day, but cold., Cold night. Had a soup.
Peace rumors and expectations have failed. 01ld Abe stands up as
I expected he would. The papers Lowl over it terribly.

10th - Very fine. Pleasant day. A slip cut from paper
and snown by the adjutant set the whole caump in a ferment; it
purported to ve that an arrangement for exchange had been ef=-
fected with Gen. Grant, and that he said he wished to carry
out the provisions of the cartel with as little delay as
possivle. No war news, I take some stock in this exchange news,
It is soon or never in my opinion.




11th - Very fine day. Rumors of exchenge pervade the
camp, Nearly all are sanguine. Rumor that Sherman is
forty miles from this place. Received two letters from
wife of Dec. 25th and Jan. 15th. All well.,

12th - Very fine dsy. During the night became much
colder. ©Sermon by Lieut. G, No war news.

13th = Preparing to move. 0~7,

SR ;
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l4th = Very cold. 8tarted for é;&rieston about 4 p, m,
Rain formed ice on the curs sc that the guards who were

on them could not move. A large number escaped. The train
broke down twice and all but two forward cars were left behind
some five miles, had to go back very slowly, and all of us
might have escaped without danger, the guards were so cold
that there was nothing to fear from them, but the night was

so dark, stormy and cold that it was madness to try to get
away, :

(Note - Gen. Howard with his corps occupied

Columbia on the 16th, He says that large quantities of cotton
were piled in the main streets, and that citigzens brought
whiskpgy to his men. Some of them got drunk, the cotton was
fired and about two-thirds of the city was burned.)

¥eb, 15th = ( Note# Were mistakes in the last installment -
where I wrote "Charlotte,” "Charleston® was printed and others),
Arrived at Charlotte in forenmoon, left the cars and
marched hall’ a mile to camp, 411 the accommodations that
Wwere ready for us was an old barn in ruins, which would
cover about one hundred. MNMost of us had brought our tents
with us. BSome of us had private tents. 4 ratiom of hard
bread and pork was issued to us at night. Very cold, wet
and muddy.

16gh - Rather more comfortable weather. Two days'
rations of meal and @orned beef were issued. Capt. Stewart
received an order and read it to us to the purport that a
general exchange had been agreed upon. It was thought by
meny that it was bogus, got up for the purpose of deceiving
us, and keeping us from escaping. I think thet it is worthy
of some confidence. We have been deceived so often that we
have become skeptical, :

1¥th - Quite pleasant. The ofiicers in command state
upon their word of honor that an exchange is effected,
The Charlotte paper says the same and that a
load of men had already arrived. I think that the day of
our deliverance is at hand. Hurrah for exchange, One cir-
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cumstance seems to coniirm these reports. Major CGriswold,
who has been very strict, seems to have relaxed his rule.
We do about as we please. There is a camp of galvanized
yenks near us, they come down near us and look wistfully at
us. They are of no account.

18th « Very fine day. Exchange same. Rumor that we
would go tomorrow for Wilmington or Danville. They say )
that our men at Florence are to be exchanged from Wilmington.

19th = Very fine weather. It seems to be a fixed fact
that an exchange is to take place immediately. Bully=buly-
bully. Good=good=good. It hardly seems possible that it
can be true. We have been looking Tfor it and been disappointed
80 many times that we doubt. :

20th - We moved from camp about 4 p. m.,300 of us.
We had beep paroled during the day. 200 started last night
and 200 this morning - they were not paroled, Arrived at
Greensboro in the morning, 90 miles. !

<lst. Quite cold. Riding toward Goldsboro came up with
and passed one of the squads that left caup before us.
Arrived at Haleigh at dark and were stopped by orders from
the Adt, General and were put under strict gusrd as though
we had not been paroled. Were put on & vacant lot near the
court house, When the officer in charge of the guards learned
that we had been paroled he apologized for his action. 1In
the evening flour and meal were issued. Some of the officers
sent it to & bakery in the city to be baked. During the
night two trains of officers came up, and one which was ahead
of us cume back, also two trains of enlisted men. ;

224 = lay in an open lot near the city all day. No news
from Col. Hatch who went to Wilmington for the purpose of
- opening communications.

23d = Lay in same place until near night, when we were
taken two miles up the Gooton road to an old camp where we
are to remain until we can be sent for exchange. I think it
possible that Col. Hatch has been captured by our forces from
Newbern striking the road after he had passed toward Wilmington,
I hope they will fix matters 8oon, as it is very uncomfortable
to be hanging about in this style. Our enlisted men near
here are in very bad condition,




24th « Wet and rainy; lay in same camp impatiently
walting for orders to move to some point for exchange; did
not move,

25th - Clgudy and rainy. S5ti1ll waiting for transe
portation. Ei%%gged to go today. Did not go. HMeal and
sorghum issued. Lived on mush. No opportunity to buy
anything. ’

26th - Warm and sultry. Started near night for
Goldsboro. Arrived about eight o'clock., Were quartered in
the court house during the night; another squad joined us.

27th - Lay all day at the court house. Were reparoled,
Enlisted men being sent forward.

28th - Rainy. ©Started for the point of exchange at
night, which is nine mile bridge above Wilmington. Arrived
near our lines at 2 o'clock and waited for daylight.

R v
March lst - Cloudy, but no taim ' Passed through our lines

about ten o'clock., Marched one and one-half miles to the camp.
of our troops, rested awhile. Hard tack, meat and coffee were
igsued to us. Then the officers decided to nmarck to Wilmington,
nine miles distant, and let the enlisted men go on the boats.
Such was ourihaste to get forward that we marched seven miles
without a halt.’ Reached Wilmington at five o'clock, were
quartered in uncccupied buildings about town, Ixtensive
preparations had beem made to feed us, arrangements had been
made to feed 500 at a time. Hard tack, boiled beef and coffee
wes furnished in abundence., 1 felt so overjoyed that I wanted
to run and jump, propriety only restrasined me from giving way
to the most extravagant actions. When we met"ous boys"and
heard them shout and sing, I could scarcely restrain the tears,

March 2d =« One boat load left in forenoon; I remained,
went on board the second boat near night.

Mgrch 3d - Weighed anchor about 12 o'clock and passed down
the river. Arrived off the bar and cast anchor at three
o'clock, KEvery one is disappointed at thus being detained,
Fagsed Forts Fisher and Anderson; lay off Smithville, This

is the end of my diary but I did not stop at thesame time
that my record did.

The next morning we made another start, There are
two passages from the mouth of Cape Fear river to the ocean,




The south one is the best and safest but it makes a

longer distance in traveling nortih. Our shipstook the

north passage and when it was on the bar it bumped on

the bottom s¥eral times, HNot & very pleasant sensation,

a3 1t gave on€ some thought a&s to whether a leak would
result and we were due to pass Cape Hatteras where it

is always rough. My companion was Lieut, Smith of

16th laine, and at night when it was time to retire we lay
down on the deck in the rear of the cabin., Another man took
a place on the opposite side of the deck.

The sea was becoming pretty rough and soon the crest of
& wave came over the side upon the other fellow. He got
all that was coming to him; we jumped and saved the blanket
that was over us, but the ong¢ under us we could not save
from getting wet. Smith went to the engine room. I went
inte the cabin, erawled under the seats and remained there
until we arrived at Annapolis., Hattems kept up its reputation
for rough weather. The ship was a propeller and rolled un=
comfortably. The waves run high and tiie boat rollicd and
pitched and tumbled about as though she was but a feather.
But we lunded at Annapolis safely. low we will go back to
Wilmington and look matters up that I said nothing about in
my diary, 4fter we left the cars and crossed the river into
our lines we were surrounded by our troops. As we passed
through them I saw sn officer that was raised in the same
town as myself. I could nave touched him by raising my hand,
He was dressed in a new suit with shoulder straps and buttons,
a2 Iine loovking men, If he had been dressed or undressed, in
rogs, as I was 1 should have spoken to him, but I wss ashamed
to have him see me in that condition., I have always regretted
that I did not speak to him, Later I heard of him as an
architeet in Oshkosh, Wis,, Hiram Thompson was nhis name,

I met in Wilmington Capt. Wentworth, formerly of
regiment, who was exchanged i'rom Libby, and had a posi
divisiqn quartermaster in Schofield's army, IHe gave me a
Palr of blue pants which were a most welcome addition to my
Wwardrebe. One night in Wilmington Smith and myself, searching
for a place to lay ourselves away, found a chufch with the doors
ajar and we slept on the soft side of & wood pew seat, But
We were not in prison,and the stars and stripes were floati
near by and we slept the sleep of free men, %

my
tion as
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I will give & description of my wardrobe when 1
arrived in Wilmington. I had & blue and white mixed
ghirt that had done duty for fifteen months or more.
I had washed it many times and it had become much less
in latitude and longitude and other ways. The neck
band had shrunk so that I cut it in two at the back and
then huad to use a string to meke conneetions between the
button hole and the button. The wrist bands were in
the same condition and buttoned with a string. They
oecupied a position on my arm about half wey from my wrists
to my elbows. My pantes were oitizen's of & butternut
color received in Libby from home. They had worn out at
the kinees and 1 hed patched them with pieces from the cape
of my blue coat. Where the chair hits the high places,
was also potched with blue. The bdbtome were ornamented
with an irregular fagged out fringe. I had a short -
black jacket that still held together and also the vest
which I wore when captured. I had worn out my shoes.
ana bought a palr of English hobmnailed sho®, which I
took home. My hair and beard were a sight to behold.

When 1 arrived in Annapolis, Uncle $am paid a part
of my back salary and I soon got cleaned up and into &
new suit of clothes. And then & furlol and then home,
I had not slept in a house or a bed for two and one half
years.,
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WAR REMINISCENCES
By Cept. L. S. Bisbee,

I find in my autograpn book the following remarks
writien in Charleston;

At Savennah, Georgis, where we arrived on the 28th
of July 1864, we were confined (five hundred and ninety-
two oi us) in the yard or enclosure belong ing to the
U. 8, Marine Hospital, now used as a c¢ity poor house.
The yurd contained about one acre, surrounded by a Brick
and board fence fifteen feet nigh. There were tweniy=-
five trees - mostly live oaks, which afforded us good
shade(the bronches of one tree which I measured spread
ninety feet). Wedge tente were issued to us at the
rate of one to six men., One tent ocecupied a space of
six by seven feet. The rations issued were the best
we have received in the confederacy, and consisted of
one ration of bacon and gix lbs. of fresh beef every
seven days; all the rice and meal we wanted, %The ofiicers
of the guard were very gentlemanly and kind as also were
the men.

- We were subjected to a wore stringent guard shan ever
before, No pepers were allowed to be brought intc caup,
but we usually got one each day by one source or another.
The officers of the day and guard secretly furnished then
when they could.

One captain, a tall dark man with long black hair resching
his shoulders, & typical fire eater, used to bring in papers,
Taking everytning into considerstion we had better treatment in
Savannsh thaen any prison we have been confined in in the
Confederacy.

On the merning of Sept. 1l8tn, we were ordered to be ready
to move with two days' raticns cooked, at four o'clock
next morning.

Lieut. Bisbee and myself{being uow by ourselves) cooked

go%ggg ggrbgg%d O&rﬁg?}l pail of rice and a canteen of crust
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At seven we took the cars for Charlestewn- and
after a tedious ride in box cars arrived at the Head
Quarters of Becession at three P,l. Marching one mile
through the hot dusty streg¢ts we found our quarters in
the yard of the Citadel or city jail, this contains less
than an acre and the large Jail building inside of it,
There are 70 tents in all for our accommodation, The yard
is enclosed by & brick wall 16 feet high. There is a
sink in the yard, the vault of which is overrunning with
filth and disseminating its noisome vapor through all
the surrounding atmosphere. The ground is damp, and we
are provided with nothing to protect ourselves with. We
are obliged to spread our P¥emkets on the ground in the
dirt when we sleep. bBein fonls

On Thursday, the 15th, we drew six days' rations
consisting for two of us of two quarts of meal, one and
a helf pint of flour, a little salt, a little soft soap.

We received for three days' ration about one tiird
lb. of beef each day; oncSunday we got three daybs' rations
of bacon, in all amounting to about one hslf pound for
two of us, and one half pint of each

Yesterday, the 19th, we stinted ourselves to two
mesls = bare rice and rice coffee for breakfast snd the
last of our meal and flour made into fritters with our
bacon fried for dinner and supper in one meal, Morning
of the 20th, we cooked and ate the last of our rice for
breakfast, So it is go without eating now until we draw
again, which will be tonight or tomorrow,

During Wednesday, Thursday and ¥r iday the shelling
did not attract particular attention, but on Saturday
about noon a fire broke cut about two squares from .ug, and
in the range of our batteries, when the opened firing once in
ten minutes fo¥ & whdle and setting two cother fires, the
flames of one and the smoke of the other being visible to
us.,

The shelling was somewhat nesrer than before and a
few bursting high in the air sent thejr compliments to us
in a very abrupt and Sumnary manner, But one officer was
struct, end he but slightly wounded in Roper Hospital,
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I consider it a rather trying position to be
obliged to staqg-under the fire of our own batteries
and take what comes with no opportunity to "talk" ‘
back. It seems onesided. If a fellow had a chance
to either fight or run there could be some variations
fintroduced..

lionday's papers gsve an sccount of Saturday's
fires und enumerated gwenty-nine buildings destroyed.
The most destructive fire that has occurred since 1861.
The paper says that seversl persons were injured, but
not a word about the shelling., We learned thst the guards
were called out te keep the firemen on duty.

All the Federal officers sre near together now.
A part ia the work house wuich joins the jail yord on the
Bast, a part in the Marine Hospital on the south and
the balance in Roper Hospital.

The two lsst squads are on their parole - are
well trested, and have-plenty of rations, In the jail
there are confined 51 of our colored soldiers, belonging
to the 54th and 55th Mssgs. and the 26th Hew York Regis.
They have been turned over to the state autnorities,
They reeeive for rations one pone of bread a day. They
are allowed to come in the ysrd and communicate freely
with us., They are as intelligent ss our white soldiers,
are robust end healthy; out of 51 have lost but one by
death since their imprisomaent. About Tifty white
soldiers are here, mostly belonging to Wilson's raiders.
They do not stand imprisonment zs well as the blsck men.
A squad ol deserters occupy the upper Floor of the Jjele,
one officer wmong them,




Re-captured Prisoners.

M.M. Bassett, 534 Illinois.

M. Bedell, 1234 New York.

24 Lieut. S.P. Brown, 15th U.S. Cavalry.
Lieut. H.S. Chivester, 824 Illinois.
H.P. Crawford, 24 Illinois Cavalry.
Lieut. W.N. Daily, 8th Pennsylvania Cavalry.
Lieut. P.S. Edmonds, 67th Pennsylvania.
Lieut. Col. Eli, 18th Connecticut.
Daniel Fransberry, let Michigan Gavalry.
2d Lieut. 5.P. Gamble, 624 Pennsylvania.
J-Hc G’Odﬂby. lgth T8 mmtryo

24 Lieut. G.S. Gord, 84th Pennsylvania.
Lieut. Greble, 8th Michigan.

J.C. Hall, 112th Illinois.

Thomas Hardy, 79th Illinois.

Lieut. Adam Hauf, 45th New York.

Lieut. H. Hicks, 57th Pennsylvania.
Capt. F. Irsch, 45th New York.

Isaac Johnson, Engineer Satellite.

Col. D. Miles, 79th Pennsylvania.

Lieut. A HOOre_, 4th Ken‘buc’ky.

Capt. M. Moore, 29th Indiana.

Lieut. F. Moran, 73rd New York.

Lieut. C.H. Mor s 2let Wisconsin vol.
Capt. Phelps, 73rd Indiana.

Lieut. W.B. Pisrce, 1lth Keatucky cavalry.
T.J. Ray, 49th Ohio.

Col. T.G. Rose, 77th Penasylvania.

Capt. Roseman, 3d Ohlo.

Lieut. Schroeder, 74th Pennsylvania.
Lieut. Simpson, 10th Indiana.

M.3. Small, Adjukant 6th Maryland.

Capt. E.S. Smith, 19th U.S. Cavalry.
Capt. G. Stair, 104th New York.

24 Lieut. J.M. Wasson, 40th Ohio.

Lieut. W.L. Watson, 21t Wisconein.
Lieut. A.B. White, 4th Pennsylvania Cavalry.
2d Lieut. P.H. mﬁ’. 834 ?ennsyl'vania.
Lieut. Wilcox, 10th New York Cavalry.
Capt. Wilkins, 1182th Illinois.

Capt. J. Yates, 34 Ohio.

Mentioned in Capt. I.N. Johnstoan's list but not reported

elcewhere.
Capt. Lucas, Bth Xentucky Vol. Infaniry.
Lieut. Mitchell, 79th Infantry.
Capt. David S. Flamsburg, 4th Indiana Battery? (Died in Columbia)
(Prison S.C.)
David Garbit, 77th Pennsylvania.
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List of men who asapbd ‘from Libby Prison and Qﬁ; recaptured.

Capt. R.R. Adams, 89th Ohio.

Capt. S.C. Bose, 4th Wisconsin Cavalry.

Lieut. Col. J.F. Boyd, Quartermaster of vols. 20th army corps.
Capt. Matthew Boyd, 734 Indians.

Lieut. R.Y. Bradford, 2d Tennessee Cavelry.

Oajpt. D.S. Gladwell, 123 Ohio.

Capt. H.P. (or H.) Chamberlain, 97th New York.

Capt. T. Clark, 78th (or 79) Illinois Infantry.

Major J.P. Collins, 20th (29th) Indisns Infantry.

Lieut. Col. George G. Davis, 4th Maine Infantry.

W.G. Ely, 18th Connecticut. .

Capt. Fisher, 3d Pennsylvania.

Capt. B.F. Fisher, Chief of signal corps army of Potomas.

let Lieut. John C. Fislar, 7th Indians Battery.

Major G.R. (orW.) Fitzsirmons, 30th (or 1%3th) Indisnsa Vols.
Lieut. Eli Foster, 30th Indiana Infantry.

Capt. J.F. Galla§har. Company B. 24 Ohio Vols.-Infantry.

Capt. Michael Gallagher, 3d New Jersey Cavalry, or 24 §.Y. Calvary.
Capt. A-G. Hamilton, Company A&, 12th Kentucky Cavalry.

Lieut. J.D. Harris, 9th Ohio.

Lieut. Hatfield, 534 Illinois.

Major John Henry, 5th Ohio.

Lieut. ®.G. Higley, 234 Ohio.

Lieut. Col. Harrison C. Hobart, 21st Wise. Volunteer Infantry.
Major J.H. Hooper, 15th (or 16th) Maesachusetts. (Dead) .
Cept. I.N. Johnson, Company H. 6th Rentucky Volunteer Infantry.
Capt. T«J. for B.J.) lst Xentueky Infantry.

Col. W.P. Kendrick, ?d West Tennecsee Cavalry.

Col. Wm. B. MeCreery, 2 st Michigen Infantry.

Major B.B. MeDonald, 100th (10let) Ohio.

Lieut. N.J. {or S.) MHcKeen, Company H, 21st Illinois.

Col. D. Mills, 79th Pennsylvania.

Capt. John F. Porter, Jr. escaped two weoks earlier, 14th N.Y. Cav.
Lieut. Randolph, 5th U.S. Artillery.

Capt. ¥W.5.B. Randall, (or Rundell) Company C, 2& Ohio Vol. Inf.
let Lieut. Wm. Reynolds, 73rd Indisna Volunteers.

Cpl. Rodgers.

Lieut. Mell.

Col. Thomas E. Rose, 77th Pennsylvania.

Capt. W.W. Seearce, 5lst Indiona Volunteere.

Lieut. B.S. Scott, 89th Ohio.

lst Lieut. Scudamors.

let Lieut. John Sterling, 30th ( or 29th) Indiana Volunteers.
Col. A.D. Streight, 5lsf Indiana Volunteers.

Col. Chas. W. Tilden, 16th Maine.

I.W. Thomas, Lieut. & Adj. 2d Ohio Infantry.

Capt. Morton Tower, 13th Massachmeetts.

Major J.N. or I.) Walker, 734 indians Vols.

Lieut. Wallace, 5th U.S. Cavlary.

Capt. Wallack, 5lst Indiana.

1=t Lieut. Albert Walber, 26th Wisc. i

Lieut. James M. Wells, Company ¥, 8th Michigan Vols. Cavalty.
Lieut. Col. T.5. Weet, 24th Wisc. Volunteers Infantry.

Lieut. L.P. (or T.P.) Williems, 724 Indiana Vole.

Lieut. W.A. Williams, 12%a4 Ohio. :

Lieut. Col. Alexander Theobald van Wizel, 74th Penn. Infantry.
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~ When the war of secescion br.>e out, I knew a young man 8-
bout twent¥ years of age ¥ho enlisted in the first retiment rols-
ed in Maine, to serve threse months. When the term explred he )
rstu;hﬁgahomesd ILetsr he and two other young me “rajred a Com-

~ pany to gerye: thrae years,”of during the war, He was Commiseion- ~
ed Firgt Lieut. of the Compady.i.The Company joined the Hordk (r-@
Maine Regirent in the South. The Captein of the Corpany became’ =
Lieut. Col. and this young man was Commigeioned Captain of the

 Company before he was thwnty-one years of age. -

This young fap't. was & strictly temperance man. One day "
while serving ag 0fficer of the day/ larrested another Cap't.
who wae drunk &nd threatening thig¢ mén with his revolver, put him
in the guerd house. He should heve arrested him, taken away his
arms and confined him in his quarters. For this breach of mili-
tery dledipling, he was Court martieled and discharged. Thie act
wes superrogation of duty, or going heyond hig duty. 5

: Re teturned home snd re-enlisted in the 4th laine and took
part in the Spotsylvania Campaign, and was killed at North Bridge
in May, 1864, while lesding his Company ‘a3 Sergeant. Meanwhile
hig friende at home, fealing he had been injustly treated, took
hir cace before Pres. Lincoln. Among those who took.en intereet -
in the matter, were Hon. Sidney Perham, then In“Congre:s {Ithink), {
' Hon. Otis Hayford, Maj. Baker, of the 9th Maine. . A !

The case wad re-opened and the President ordered that the
young Cap't. should be commissioned in the first vacancy that
occurred in a Maine Megiment. It happoned that the first vecancy
was caused by the discharge of Cap't. Waldron GQ-CGmpany~£7—iﬁth%%f¥
Maine. Caep't. waldron became awars that this young nan was dvoud -
~ to be placed in the position vacated by him, and he took gsuch . €%

- messures as resulted in my appointmsnt instead of the other man.

o : T ke el v B A
i I was in Libby Prison at the time and knew nothinz sbout .
it. The first intimation I had of promotion was when Sol. Tilden ,
in Libby, shook hands with me, addressed me as "Captain” and 23

congratulated T aip; AR IR ) (b PR ST :

.

hadaias

. T had né#srfépokeﬁ'd}.written & word ébbut;it.'and T don't
remember that it ever entered my thoughts. I doinot know whether
or not this young man knew of the action of the »President,

I did not learn of his death until November after 1% oog.rf‘
curred in lay. f \ ‘ O W i S g

i
j
§
|

part in all the bgtiles of the Regiment, their colore carry thirty-
six, never was wouynded. He gsleepe in Laymons Cemetery, one of :"'}

He was a very handsome men- six Zeet tall, ' fine form, ath-
lstic. His hair was brown and curlys This young here was my
Brother M3lisha S. Bisbeos: L P R B, 3

Another Broﬁ?er et11l younger, Hannibel, who served through
the war in Co. @, et Maine Cavalry. He was capiured at Brandy
Station, sent t0 Richmond but wae exchanged ab once. He took -

i
At

| 2
nature's noblemen. : __ﬁ'

1 1o | ; F
. Jan. 14th, 19135 1 - 1.C.Bd '
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JOURNEY TO CALIFORNIA

C. Bisbee and Wife of the Horth Side
Enjoy a Pleasant Trip to the
Pacific Coast.
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i  Ed. Chronicle:- On Tuesday moraing, February 15th,
&t 7:30 o'clock, we left lMinneapolis on a CGreat Vestern
tourist ear and arrived at Sierra madre, fifteen miles
esst of Los Angeles, at 742 Saturdasy morning - 86 hours
and 12 minutes on the road. BRBight hours were spent in
Fansas City and excepting tiris tiaere was no delay, except
twenty minutes for meals, and no change of cars., The
time in Kansas City might heve been used to advaniuge in look-
ing over the town, but we were dropped in a freight yard

and shunted about from one place to znother and did not know
when we were to be taken out and so did not dare to leave

the car;~ We left the snow behind in the vicinity of

Des Noines, Iowa. There was notiaing of special interest

seen until we were in Coloresdo., We passed to the left of
Denver and Colorado Springs. Ve were told that Pike's Peak
could be seen from the train, but there was a fringe of

white 'clouds that prevented us from getting a view of it}
further on &« range ol silow-covered mountains were seen in

the distence- said to be the Spanish Pesks, From this on
until we reached Albuquerque the country is rough sand
mountainous; then we passed over vast desolate and barren
plains, relieved at intervals by high mounds rising sheer

and steep from the surface of the plains. Here we saw the
adobe huts of the inhabitants and now and then a station,

‘the buildings partly of wood &nd partly of adobe., We
wondered what those people could do to live; there were

no visitle means of support &t many of these stautions. 1In
the vicinity of ¥leagstaff we ceme to snow again - about

four inches, Here one may take a stage for the Grand

Canon of the Colorado, &bout forty miles distent; this canon
ie from nine to thirteen miles wide end 230 milee long &nd in
places 6,000 feet below the surface of the plain - that shows
us that we were 2t an sltitude of more than one mile at o
Flagstuff, Vest of Flagstaff we came into & pine timber =
country and observed st one plece quite extensive mills &nd
and & ywaber yards. During Fridoy we passed from the high
plains of Arizona down the western slope, thro' deep canons,

1
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winding along the brink of high precipices, shoocting at

times with zgreat velocity down steep graedes, and when it seem-
ed as though no power could stop us a level or up grade would be
struck which would soon bring the train to its normal speed
When we had at last reached low land agein and looked back we
beheld nigh rugged 2nd rocky mountains through which we had
passed. we were now down on the level of the Colorado river,
upon the pluins of western Arizona. Here the Indisns were in
evidence; at every stotion they were to be seen, dirsy and
disgusting. They are tae Mojaves (pronounced Xohuves). ,
Avcut sunset of Fridsy we crossed the Colorado which is the
dividing line between Arizonzs snd California, which at the
present time is a river of ssnd rather then water. Ags we

rode for some distunde along its benks we observed thzt the
watler was very saallow, just enough to ripple over the sand,
but the bed oi the stream is quite wide and it was apparent
that «t timts there must be & great volume of water. At

a station called The Needles, the Tirst one in Celifornia,

& stop was nade for sunper., Here wes a great gatnhcering of
Indiens, the last we saw, for we pulled out into the night
and when morning brokxe we were st San Bernerdino in the
Beautiful Jan Gabriel valley and only about Fifty miles from our
destination. The balance of the journey was through orange
and lemon orchirds full of fruit., We left the train at a
station called Senta Anita., This is the name of an extensive
ranch in the midet of which it is situated; "lucky Baldwin® is
the owner of the ranch, which comprises some 30,000 @cres.
Sierra lladre, where we are living, is about two miles north
of Santa Anita station, direcily at the foot of mountains

more than & mile high. : E.C. B

Los. Angeles, Cal,, i urch 1, 1898,




LINCOLN .
Copied from "My Story of the War",
By
Mrs. Mary A. Livermore.

In Nov. 1862, I found myself in Washington, whither I
had been summoned to attend a council of women connected with
the Sanitary Commission. The heart of the peoplehad grown sick
with hope deferred; and the fruitless undertakings and timid
dawdling policy of Gen. MeClellen had perplexed and discouraged
all loyalists and strengthened and made bold all traitors. The
army was entrenched or entrenching. Their advance was forbidden
by the Autumnal rains and the policy of its commanding general,
whatever that might have been. The rebel army was in front, and
every day a new ceop of rumors was harvested in reference to its
purpose. One hour "Washington was safe™, and "All was quiet on
the Potomac.™ The next "The rebels are marching on Washington"
"They are blocking our river communications,"” "They are threat-
ening to overwhelm our forces", or "They have already taken our
poeition.” Despondency sat on every face.

"I wonder whether McClellen means to do anything", said
Mr. to a friend one day. "I should like to borrow the army of him
for a day or two." '

Those of the women who had come from the loyal and =an-
guine Northwest listened with undisguised amazement to the open
mouthed secession of more than half of the people we met; for in
the Northwest it was hardly safe to talk treasson openly; and de-
spite the discouragements in the military situation in the East,
the people bated not one jot of their confidence in the ultimate
restoration of the Union without the loss of a single state. Our
hearts died within us, and when the womans Council adjourned we
were glad to acdept an invitation to call upon the President in a
body. The President had appointed an early hour for the reception.

I shall never forget the shock which his presence gave
Us. Not more ghastly or rigid was his dead face as he lay in his
coffin than on that mever-to-be forgotten night. His introverted
look and his half staggering gait were like those of a man walk-
ing in his sleep. He seemed literally bending under the weight
of his burden. A deeper gloom rested on his face than on that of
any person I had ever seen. He took us each by the hand mevhan-
leally in an awkward absent way, until my friend, Mrs. Hage, of
Chicago, and myself were introduced, when the name of the city of
our residence appeared to catch his attention, and he sat down be-
tween us.

"So you are from Chicago™, he sal @ familiarly. "You are
not scared at Washington mud then, for you can beat us all to pie -
ces in that". And then he asked about the weather we had during the
fall, the heslth of the city, and other matters of locsl interest
as one to whom the Worthwest was home and dear. It was explained
to him that we were all of us ifdentified with the Sanitary Commis-
gion, and that we had call=d before separating to our widely di-
vergent homes to obtain some word of encouragement- something to
cheer and stimulate. "I have no word of encouragement to give",




was his rad and blunt reply. "The military situation is far from
bright; and the country knows it as well as I do." There was no
attsmp% to question or answer; but a momentary deep and painful
gilence settled on his auditors. "The fact is", he continued af-
ter a pause, "the people havn't made up their minds that we are
at war with the South. They have not buckled down to the deter-
mination to fight this war through: for they have got the idea in
their heads that we are going to get out of this fix, somehow by
strategy- that is the word "Straregy" Gen. MceClellen thinks that
he is going to whip the rebels by strategy, and the army have got
the same notion- they have no idea that the war is to be carried
out by hard, tough fighting; and no headway will be made while
this delusion lasts.

Some one ventured to remonstrate against this, and re-
minded the President how hundreds of thousands had rushed to the
call of the Country; how bravely the army and navy had fought at
Forts Donelson and Henry, Pea Ridge, Shiloh and New Orleans, snd
how gloriously they had triumphed. He admitted this, but peturn-
ed to his first statement. "The people havn't made up their minds
that we are at war, I tell you", he repeated with great positive-
ness. "They think that there is a royal roasd to peace, and that
Gen. McClellsn will find it. The Army has not settled down into
the conviction that we are in a treeible war, no,and the officers
haven't either. When you ceme to Washington, ladiés, some two
weeks ago, but a few soldiers came on the train with you- that ym
will remember; but when you go back you will find the trains and
every conveyance crowded with them. You will not find a city on
the route, a town or village, where soldiers and officers on
furlough are not as thick as blackberries. They are whole regi-
ments that have two-thirds of their men absent- a great many by
desertion, and a great many on leaves granted by their company
officers, which is almost as bad. Gen.!cClellsn is all the time
calling for more troops- moore tioops; and they are sent to him;
but the deserters and furloughed men outnumbered the recruits.

To £ill up the army is like undertalking to shovel fuel-you take
up & shovel full, but before you can dump them anywhare they are
gone. It is like trying to ride a balky horse, you coaz and cheer
and epur, and lay con the whip- but you don't get shead an inch,
there you estick.™

"Do you mean that our men desert"? We &il:ed incredu-
louely, for in glorgfying our soldiers we had not conveived of our
men becoming deserters. "That is just what I meaf'!, replied the
President, "and the desertions of the army are juc«t now the most
serious evil we have to encounter. At the battle of Antietam Gen.
KcClellan had the namee of about one hundred and eighty thousand
men on the army rolls. Of these seventy thousand were absent on
leave granted br company officers, which as I said before is sl-.
most as bad as desertion- for the men oughtn't to ask for furloughs
with the enemy drawn up before them- nor ought the officers to
grant them. About twenty thousand were in the hospitals or were
detailed to other duties, leaving only ninety thousand to give
battle to the enemy. Cen. McClellan went in to the battle with
this number- but in two hours after the battle commenced thirty
thousand had straggled or deserted, and so the battle was fought
with sixty thousand- and as the enemy had about the same number
it p:gl:d a drawn game. :
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The rebel army had coiled itself up in such a position
that if MeoClellan had only had the seventy thousand absentees he
could have surrounded Lee- captured the whole rebel army, and end-
ed the war at a stroke, without a battle. We have a straggler's
camp out here in Alexandria, in connection with the convalescent
camp, and from that camp in three menths Gen. Butler has returned
to their regiments seventy five thousand deserters and stragglers,
who have been arrested and sent there. Don't you see that the
country and the army fail to realize that we are engaged in one
of the greatest wars the world has ever seen, and which can only
be ended by fighting? Gen. McClellan is responsible for the
delusion that is untoning the army- that the South is to be con-
quered by strategy”.

"Is not death the penalty of desertion"? we inquired.
"Certainly it is™.

"And does it not lie with the President to enforce
this penalty"?

"Yes. " :

not enforce it then? Before many soldiers had
suffered death for desertion this wholesale deple tion of the army
wouldbe ended".

"Oh! no, no", replied the President shaking his head
ruefully, "tlnt cannot be done, it would be ummerciful-barberous".

"But is it not more merciful to stop desertions and to
fill up the army so that when a battle comes off it may be decis-
ive instead of being a drawn battle as you say Antietam was"?

"It may be so- but if I should go to shooting men by
the scores for desertion, I should soon have such a& hulabaloo a-
bout my ears as I haven't had yet, and I should deserve it. You
can't order men shot by dozens and twenties-people won't stand
for it. No, we must change the condition of things some other way.
The army must be officered by fighting men. Misery loves company
you know, and it may give you some consolation to know that it
is even worse with the rebel army than with ours".




NEAL DOW'S BIRTHDAY

Pleasing Reminiscences of the Veteran Patriot,
Philanthropist and Statesman of Maine.

Editor of Chronicle:~ It being Gen. Dow's birthday, and
much interest being manifested in regerd to that grand old
man, it occurred to me to send to you the following inci=- )
dents relating te him, which took place in Libby prison
in the fell of 1863 or the winter of 1864, (the exact date
I cannot give), under the observation of the writer:

Gen. Dow having been captured in the South was first
confined in Mobile for & time and then transferred to
Libby. It was always the case that when newly captured
prisoners (fresh-fish) were brought in they had to give up
all they knew about the progress of the war. So upon
Gen. Dow's arrival it was arranged that he should speak to all
the prisoners in mess meeting asssembled, in the upper middle
room &t & certain time, upon the progress of the war in the
department in which he had been serving. When the appointed
time arrived , nearly all were on hand, and as it was known
thet the prison officials would not sllow & meeting to be
held for tinis purpose, sentinels were placed in the lower
rooms to give warning if an officer should appear. GCen.
Dow began his discourse, but it was not long before the
denger signal was given and soon & rebel officer made his
appecrance in the room. He listened attentively until he
comprehnended the theme under cénsideration, then turned and
went down stairs. But what he had listened to was a
temperance lecture! When Gen., Dow received the signal he
chenged, without changing his attitude or his voice, from
the subject of war to that of temperance, without being in
the least disturbed or disconcerted, and he treated the
subject in an eloquent, interesting and instructive msnner,
In his audience of ten or twelve hundred rien, there was not
the least sign, by look or movement, that could convey to
the rebel officer any idea that all wes not wiat it seemed
to be. After it had been reported that the officer had left
the prison rooms, Gen. Dow resumed his original subject and
concluded without further interruption.




Another incident will show the independence and
manliness of Gen. Dow; Gen. E, P, Scammon, captured in
West Virginiz, was & prisoner with us. The prison officials
made & small room off the corner of one of the large rooms
and put &a cot in it for Gen. Schmmon's use. They offered
Gen. Dow the same accommodations, which he refused. He
would not ask or receive from the enemy favors that were not
enjoyed by all, He said that he would remain with "the boys"
and sleep on the floor, which he did,

The General, in common with the majority of us, was the
possessor of but one shirt - a red flananel, which from long
service and frequent washings had become short at both ends
and worn thin at the elbows and in a certain other part,

He made it & part of his everyday business to keep the value

of that shirt as near par as possible by darning the worn

parts with white yarn. O0ften have I seen him sitting on

the floor with a blancet over his shoulders patiently working :
at that old shirt, and I noticed that it was done systematically
and well, like all work that he undertook to do.

The room in which we were quartered was directly over the
hospital room where many of our poor fellows lazy sick, and
for their sake we used to try and make as little noise as
possible. One day an officer was meking a great disturbance
and noise, for the fun of the thing, and when Gen. Dow
remonstrated with him he becesme angry and abusive and appeared
to be inclined to offer personasl violence. Gen. Dow did net
acare & little bit, but stood his ground and gave him a
lecture in very plain and vigorous language, characterizing
his conduct as unbecoming an officer and & gentleman, Several
Maineites stwod ready to take care of Gen. Dow if the officer

?ad attempted any violence, but Gen. Dow was not aware of that
aet.,

I had always been an admirer of Gen. Dow since old
"Maine Law" times, when I was & youth running wild in Maine,
and these incidents had the effect of strengthening that
adniration for his steadfast character, his courage to attack
wrong and his encouragement of whatever was right.

L, C. Bisbee.
linneapolis, March 20, 1894,
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Trip to Washington.

At the time the National Encampment was held at Washing-
ton in 1904, myself and wife attended. We had a very pleasant
and uneventful journey. I noticed that many of the G.A.R.
fellows were always thirsty when a stop was made and they always
gquenched their thirst at a saloon.

We arrived near the Capital before evening and then were
going a little at a time until about nine o'clock, then came
the difficult task of finding a place to rest our weary selves.

After following up directions to &ifferent places , we
found a room not far from the Capital in the house of an Irish
lady. A rear room, fairly comfortable in the, and she told us
she had a front room that we could have the second night, go we
agreed to take it as it was doubtful of us finding a better
one.

About two o'clock we found that the bed was occupied by
a numerous family. We arose, shook ourselves out, dressed and
gat until morning and suffered very much with cold.

The lady had a pet half grown chicken of the male sex,
who she had taught to drink beer. She thought it very cute.
He roosted on the top of a book-case in the room. Beer was
offered to us.

After we got settled the first night, I started out to
find the Main Headquarters. Was walking down Pennsylvania Ave.
the sidewalk being well filled with people, my attention was
called to a man coming toward me, closer to the buildings, run-
ning, and another man following, shooting at him. He turned in-
to a store door about opposite to me and the man who was ghoot-
ing came up to the door, fired one shot into the store, when
men in the crowd seized him. I stepped into the store door bdut
could see nothing. A couple of women were screaming. An of-
ficer arrived and took possession.

At the time the occurance did not seem to me anything
unusual but rather something of an every day affair.

The next two days we Bgent in visiting various objects
and places of interest. The Capitol, the Library and other
buildings; went out on 8t. Railway to Cabin John Bridge- the
National Cemetery at Arlington- the Gen. Lee house, ete. About
all there is to the Lee house is several massive columns sup-
porting a heavy pediment together forming a porch and balcony.
The inside of the house was a common affair. One looking from
Washington would take it for a palace.
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Near the Lee house is the tomb or mausoleum, in which
are deposited the bones of many thousands of the unknown dead.
As I was viewing it, I wondered if the remeins of my Brother
were there. He was killed at the North Anna Bridge.

On the day after the parade had passed, we took a
train for Fredericksburg. We passed through Alexandria and
the Camping ground where the First Corps passed the winter
after the battle of Fredericksburg, and arraved in Fredericks-
burg after dark, then hustled for & room. After =ome delay we
secured a good room in a private house. A%t the hotel was a
plenty of drunken G.A.R. men who had been to Spots Sylvania to
dedicate a monument.

Nexy morning we walked out to the battle field. I found
there had been little change at the point where my Brigade
was engaged. The railroad 1s the same, the woods were not
different- the cornfield with the ditches across it, were
there. A few houses had been built near by. I penetrated the
woods at the edge of which we stood firing at random, and
found some ditches, probably breastworks, used by the enenmy.

A short distance to left, of our position were shown a
monument erected at the point where a Rebel Generalwas killed,
(name forgotten) and it was made of boulders and nine or ten
feet high.

Next we went up the ridge over which our charge was made
$o the Bowling Green road. I pointed out to my wife the bank
up which I erawled to peep through the fence to get a sight
at the battle. The bank is there but the trees and inter-
lacing branches were gone. I secured a chip from a stump snd
brought it home.

I pointed out to her the plowed field over which we were
marching when the shelling became very hot the Cammander shout-
ed the order "Lie down" There was no need of a repetition of the
order.

Having seen all there was to see, we walked back up the
railr;ad to the city, where we occupied the same room at night
as before.

Next morning we went to the city Hall and noted the
holes made in it by shot and shells. It is, or was, an old
fashioned town, the streets not paved, but stepping stones were
placed at convenient distances about so a person could cro&s
the street on them.

We visited the Mary Washington house- the Mother of Geo.
Washington. It is a small one story house, standing end to the
street. Two rooms in the end next to the eteeet are public and
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I judged that there was two corresponding rooms in the other
end, with the front entrance in the side toward the city, in
the middle of the house. In the public rooms were various
household goods that had been the property of Iirs. Washington.
We were told that everything in the rooms were in the =state
and position as when she died. There was a plain lahogany
fall leaf table- with small tapering small legs. When the
great man visited his Mother- from this table he took his fFfood.

There was a carved Mahogany bedstead- the posts
reaching nearly to the ceiling- with rails around tie tops
to which were suspended a canopy and curtains of silk- I think-
the cover of the bed was also silk. The top of the bed must
have been four feet or more from the floor. A Musical instru-
ment, called a "Spinnet" I think- was there. It looked much
like the old time llelodeon, but not so large.

There was & flax spinning wheel- like my Grand
lother used to use and a Mlitchull- fhis and a large number
of spindles set close together in .,a bloek of wood through
which the flax was pulled to stredgthen the fibers, ready
for spinning. It was really & comb. There were many other
objects of interests, but took no notes and cannot reesll.

'\z slibeld

Behind the door in the front hall, were & number
of small marble columns. They had been used at some time
in the construction of a tomb, as there was mortar adhering
to them. There was no indication that the house had ever
been painted outside.

Next we visited the tomb and monument of lirs. Wash-
ington. It is located in the rear of the city in the direc-
tion of Mary's Heights.

It consists of a square shaft-tapering- standing
on a beautiful pedestal, elaborate, with plinth
and mouldings. It is about seventy-five feet in heighth, of
gray granite. There are appropriate inscriptions upon it.
It stande near an apparently very old ceme tery- very small-
with old trees in it- fenced, I think, with a stone wall,
with an iron gate- locked.

Returned to Washington and took train for Getiys-
burg, where arrived in the evening. Found near the station,
a fine bording house, an old fashioned one where the food
was placed on the table in abundance and each one helped him~
gelf. Found comfortable quarters for the night in a private

ouse.




Cloi]

¥ext morning, by the courtesy of Hon. George D.
Bichee( a member of the 16th Maine) we were invited to &
carriage ride about the battle field in company with him
and his wife, Ex Gov. Rabie and others.

The drives are laid out on the lines of battle of
the Union and Confederate armies. In the forenoon we drove
over the Union lines- sgtopping frequently to examine objects
of interest- Statutes, Monumnets and inscriptions.

The burying place of the Union dead is on Cemetery
Eill, adjoining the old cemetery. Passing thru an elaborate
gateway, the National Monument is the firet object that comes
to the view, beyond this ie the burial place of those who fell
in the battle. The graves are arranged in concentric rows in
half eircles- the wa%ka and graves on the monument.

At the head of esach successive, are matble head 2
gstones, continues from one waex to another, with the name of /o=t
the Soldiers engraved upon the top whois buried there. ‘
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In the afternoon the same party rode over the roads
built onthe Conferdeate lines, all of which was intensely in-
teresting. <

The second dgy, wife and I spent the day on foot.
We stood in the Mummasburg road where the 16th was stationed
as a forlorn hope, to retard the enemy so that the retreating
Firet Corps should have more time to escape. My wife took
up & root of honey suckle, hrought it home and planted ifi in
our yard and it lived and grew.. Later when we moved to
Pasadena we took a root with us, planted it at our home there
and 1t flurlched. Two and & half years later, we were obliged
to return on the account of the illness of my wife, when our
place was sold, Son removed the plant to his place and it
is now climbing ?{e roof of his Bungelow at 703 Bast St.,
Pasadena. I call it my Gettysburg. My Son sent us a root
but it did not libe.

The HMonument of the 16th is not located on the line
of battle, they occupied but near it. The goverment had not
acquired that ground when the monument wag erected. It is a
square granite shaft, sixteen feet high. Our mar¥er stands
at the side of the Mummshury read near the top of 0Oak Ridge.

. AL
It is a square block ErﬁLita, with s
sloping top upon which is em appropriate inseription.

We visited High Water Mark Monument snd the small
grove of Oaks near it. This was said to be the objective
point of Pockett's charge. To be appreciated, Gettysburg has
to be vieited and seen. No pen description can convey an
adequate 1des of ite extent and magnificience.
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WAR REMINISCENCES - Continued

The following from the "History of the 16th liaine,"
I think will be enjoyed by all who read it, especially
veterans,

liajor Small's description of a "raw recruit" is
quite accuruate and exceedingly humorous.

Aug. l4th, 1862
MUSTER IN.

August 1l4th the regiment was formed in and formally
mustered into the service of the national government by
Maj. J. W, T. Gardiner, of the regular army.

One moment we were feee men to go and come as we
pleased, and tae next saw us amenable to all the arbi-
trary and despotic rules of the war department. In fact,
were machines to be perfect and used as men like ourselves, ,
holding commissions of autnority, saw fit for the_of the
seérvice. G4 o

During the war this authority was at times ghamefully
abused, While green and unskilled the "generzl" and
"special" orders were rained down on the rank snd file so
persistently that the real intent and object of the com-
manding officer of a department or corps was as vague and obscure
as Bible texts in the hands of commentators.

Boys of today may think it fun to be a private soldier, but
it isn't., The picturesgue blue and scarlet uniform and Jaunty
laced cap, or symmetrical helmet, seem in cuts, are very
deceptive, and the whole soldierly makXe=up of a picture is
misleading,

The "raw recruit" of 162 was suggestive of Falstaif's
model private, when foraging a trdp., Be a man ever so much of
& man, nis jmportance and conceit dwindles when he erawls into
an unstarcned shirt, pants too sunort and very baggy behnind,
coat too long at both ends, and cap as sunapely as a feed bag,
And the brogansl' Were not they just lovely, with soles six inche
wide and heels like firkin covers.

The ideal picture of & soldier mukes a veteran smile,
ge Lnows the Knapsack, winich is cut to fit in the engraving,
18 an unwieldy burden, with its rough, coarse contents of
Iflannel and sole leather, and sometimes twenty rounds of
a@munition extra. Mixed in with these regulation essentials,
like bgatitudes, are pnotographs, cards,"housewife® Testament
pens, ink, paper, ana oftentimes stolen truck enocugh to losd :




a mule. All tais crowned with a double wool blanket and a
shelter tent rolled in a rubber blanket.

Ore shoulder and hip supports the "commissary de=
partment ," an odorous haversack, which often stinks with
its mixture of bacon, pork, salt junk, sugar, coffee, tea,
dessicated vegetebles, rice, bits of yesterday's dinners,
and old scraps husbanded with miserly care against a day
of want sure to come.

On, the perfume of that haversack! Loaded down, in
addition to the above with a canteen, full cartridge box belt,
eross~belt, and musket, and a start on a gunning tour was
not fun., No, it was not.

A graduate of West Point in nhis nobby uniform is & thing
of besuty, made to inspire z boy's admiration. His carriage
is supurb. His posing in the position of a soldier makes =zn
unfledged aspirant for military honor green with envy., Under
the most trying circumstunces he preserves an immobile face.
No amount of abuse or insult will cause him to forget himself,

But the recruit in his baggy contract suit, practicing
"eyes right." is an object of both pity and ridicule. He has
lost his identity, and all his claims to equality with even
a fife major are ignored. He finds it herder to hold his
temper than to hold his little fingers on the seams of his
trousers; hence, tne first day's drill usually ends with
promises to "lick seven or eight corporals and a lieutenant
when the war is over," and & night in the guard tent for
calling the drill sergeant off'ensively arbitrary and need-
lessly particular in rehearsing such d--d nonsensical gyrations.

A "private" is anything but PRIVATE. There is nothing in of
about him that is respected as exclusive. The day that he enlistd
sees his whole person exposed to the critical eye of the surgeon-
his lungs sounded, bowels manipulsted, limbs bent, joints cracked
teeth examined, eyes tested, while he undergoes the closest
scrutiny, in search of cutaneous eruptions and varicose veins.

After a few short months the lice claim close acquaint-
ance, and the woodficks explore the second and third cuticle.
In camp his tent is ransacked, his knapsack opened every
Sunday morning to the view of some inspectdér. His gun, equip-
ments, and all thnere is on or about this private is made con-
spicuously public.




Although the United Btates army regulations
guarantee him the exclusive privilege of keeping his
opinions ot officers and measures as his private property,
he is tortured into expression, and then is published
throughout the srmy as "prejudical to good order and
military discipline" and he gets into the guardhouse,

There is no sristocracy among the privates. They
are thoroughly democratic. A graduate from Harvard and an
illiterate from the wilds of llaine were often seen affection-
ately picking lice together. Polished scliolars &and ex-cone
viets Christians and heathen bounty jumpers from the
slums of New York would cheat esch other at "save=-up .M

All would bathe in and drink from the same streanm,
whether prior or subsequent to the watering of the brigade
mules.

PR ISONHRS OF WAR

Re-union of ®Purvivors of Andersonville
and other Prison Pens in the South.

Wednesday evening the G..A.4ﬁ§ hall, corner of
Twentieth avenue north and Washington, was well filled by
the members of Levi Butler post and corps and invited guests.
The guests of honor were the members of the Ex-Prisoners'
Association of Minnesota, which was represented by Cant.
C. W, Fisher of ©t.Paul, commander of the association;
Comrade Lamphere, secretary and treasurer; Maj. W, D. Hale
and many other members, Commander L., ¢, Bisbee of Levi
Butler post presided. A cordial address of welcome was
rnade by Rev. W, H. Harrington, chaplain of Levi Butler
post, and & warm response was made by Ex-Mayor F. B. Doran
of ®t.Paul, who spent nearly two and a hadf years in rebel
prisons during the civil war. Short speeches were made by
C. ¥, Faulkner, superintendent of the Washburn Home, A.B.
Robbins of Robinsdale and lirs C. W. Fisher of S8t.Paul,
pres ident of the Federation. Excellent music was furnished
by the male guartette from the North Side High School glee
club., lMiss Bessie Kelly favored the audience with a whistling
solo which was highly appreciated. Among other guests-
noticed were D. W, Jones, commander of George N. llorgan post,
Comrades P. K. laxon, Perry A, Starkweather, ¢. P. Billoway
and W, H. Tenner., After the conclusion of the formal progrem,
the company was invited into the banguet hall where a sumptuous
oyster supper was served. One of thne visiting comrades pro-
nounced it the best supper he had ever eaten in a post hall,
A social season was enjoyed and the occasion as a whole was

pronounced a most delightful on?: ot VO
® s
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5 Our reg ﬁqntﬂbivouabked.ona night in September,
863, near an old mansion which stood a short distance
south of Brandy Station on the Orange and Alexandria Rail-
road, and which General Robinson, Commending Division, had
- chosen as his headquarters for the night. As usual the
maneion was nearly surrounded by negro shanties, some of
which Sergeant Dunbar, of Company K, concluded had been
used for smoking ham and bagon; at least his suspicions
were st strong that the building contained these two
commodities that, accompanied by a comrade, he resolved
Wpon & oritical examination 50 soon as it became dark
gnoughgxqunrgp"*hiﬂfinyestigati°n8 without fear of inter-
tion by the hsadquarters guard, who occupied the ver-
15s e 3

rupt _
angion and only a rod or two away. As soon

gnds of the man 1 8and or
R §a 1%1b§@§m§gq‘ajfﬁfhﬁfﬁiﬁﬁaf_Dunbar-and his comrade slow-
= '*jlyLahproadhad“ﬁh&;gﬁépigggggughanty, and after smelling
_.=~around to,"make assuranc doubly sure" that they were
* ‘right in their conjecturss, they commenced operations by
cutting an aperture thﬁbugi*fha_loga and in a comparative-
1y short time it was large enough to admit Dunbar to the
interior. .Just at this moment a stranger put in an appsar-
ance from the corner of the building, and upon being
roughly selzed, annonced himself as the "Kernal's nigger,
don't ye know me?" and being recognized was released and
invited inside by the sergeant. The invitation was at once
accepted, when he was told to feel around overhead until
he found a pole, then to mount it and pass down the bacon
and hams. The draky followed the instructions to the
letter and all hands were goon busy at work "confiscat-
~ing the subsistence." Dunbar passed .the smoked hog to
the comrade outside who carried it on a run to his shel-
ter tent, covered it with blankets and retunred for more.
In this way a large quantity was collected in a short time,
but in an unlhcky mement, the darky dropped & ham which
struck a box in its descent, thereby causing a thundering
noise and arousing the guards. Dunbar jumped to.the open-
ing and easily escaped, dbut the unfortunate darkey: leaped
from his perch on high and landed in a barrel of soft .
soap: He floundered around in the barrel several moments
before he could extract himself from the slippery stuff,
muttering to himself in the meantime, "Oh, de Lor! Oh, - ¢
de ggod Lori"™ which the guards, endeavoring to open the door
in front, could plainly hear. When they finally succeed- '
ed in opening the door they Ffound the bird had flown. The - ..
matter wae duly reported to General Robinson in the morning
by the planter, who was exceedingly indignant at his loss,
and Tieut. Col. Farnham, of our regiment, who happened to




be field officer of the day, was ordered to trace u
and punish the offenders. This was not hard to do, for
the darky had left a trail of soft soap behind him in
the graess which led the surprised officer to his own
quar%era, where he found his servant SICK and lyi

covered in blankets. Just what Col. Farnham reported
to the general is unknown, but he probably had ham for
breakfast and "Jack" got a reprimand.




While encamped here, & sergeant of Company ¥, and
a friend of his, of the Ninety-fourth New York, happened to
be in a negro shanty, conversing with the wench in charge,
when an orderly, attached to General Robinson's head-
quarters, came in with & large and choice roast of beef,
which he gave to the negress, with the remark, "General
Robinson desires you to have this nicely roasted by two
o'clock this afternoon." With many courtesies, the wench
replied, "I done gone cook it right up, massa,™ and the
orderly departed with his saber dangling at his heels. The
sergeant and his companion listened to .the conversation
with much interest, and immédiately left the shanty for
camp. "What a bully joke it would be on the general, if
we should steal that roast,” said the sergeant. The other
laughed and swore he would have it for a late dinner, or
burst in the at®tmpt. So after reaching camp, he borrowed
his lieutenant's saber, with the avowed intention of clean-~
ing it, but he buckled it on, and, about half past one,
strode into the wench's presence, and demanded, "Is Gen-
eral Robinson's beef done?" '"Lor' bless you, massa,Il'se
just hooked it out de oben; here 't is," and she present-
ed to the delighted soldier a beartiful loin of beef,
cooked to a turn. His mouth watered, but having no time
to lose, he gave her a twenty-five cent scrip, fhanked
¢her in the general's name, and left the house in quick -
time. Soon after, the real orderly came into the ‘shanty,
and demanded, as his counterfeit had done, "Is the general's
beef done?" The negress looked at him in astonishment, and
doubtless thinking him an imposter, gruffly replied, -®Course
its done cooked, an' de gineral's man come an' got it half
hour ago, an' carried it away wid him." "The devil he didl"
said the surprised orderly. "I'm the gerenal's man, and if
any one has stole that beef you'll get hell."™ "I telles ye
de gineral's man hissef come an' took it, an' dat's 8ll I
knows." And thie explanation was all she would condescend
to make. The orderly was obliged to retire, and report the
loss to the general, who irmediately remarked, "0, the
Sixteenth llaine." !
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.}'rlyq;hdﬂ Youth resta 1i htly on my brows zh:l.m
e o ) % Q.?re "
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;:;ﬁ.w§1f~'Twould be so_sad to have them cold
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}WHENIMOI.D.-

When I am old, Oh' how soon : '
Life's sweet morning yields to noon."
 The moon's bright, fervid, earnest light,
-Be shaded by the solerm hight - ===
_ Until like a tale well nigh told, . = -
'-_Will be ny life, when I am old. TE SR

Then I an olﬂ this breezy earth,  °
Will hold for me no voice of mirth.
The streams will have an underione
0f ssdness, not by right their own.
Spring's sweet powers in vain unfold,
In rosy charms, when I am old.

When I am old, I shall not care

To deck with flowers my faded hair.
'Twill be no vain desire of mine

In rich and costly dress to shines

Bright jewels- brightest gold, S
Will charm mesnbt when I am old.

When I an old ‘my friends will be, .
: 0lda, infirm and bowed like me.
i, 35 else their bodies neath the sod,
Their spirits dwelling safe with God
~ The 0l1d church bells will long have told
Above the rest, when I am old.

" When I a2m old, I would rather thus bend
- Sadly o'er each buried friend,
.- Than have them lose the charm of truth
' That marked the friendship of our youth.

- And strange to me, when I am old..

% - _._..........____-»‘-—

e
e i ot e ol

en I an ol&- how it seems
Like the wild lunacy of dreams,
To picture in prophetic rhyme
That dim far distant shadowy time,
So distant that it seems-o'er bold
To even say.'"ﬂhen I an 0l4."

When I am old, perhape ere then,

-
)

'g*a..f‘.%
-«

I shall be missaﬁ_irom—tha‘haunts of men. o

- Perhaps my dwelling will be- found
Beneath the green and grassy mound?
. My name enrolled by strangers, -~

"Among the dead whsn-I am old. ;:;%?T_

it i

E‘ar I am olﬂ that %ime is now,

“ My limbs are strong and firn an

Life.has a thousand charms for me-. 2 _,fw"

»aCharms that‘long their influenca th
‘O'er mw'@part, ere-I- aM'oid.
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The Soldier's Dirge.

The muffled drum's sad roll has beat
The soldier's last tattoo;

No more on life's parade shall meet
That brave and fallen few.

On feme's eternal camping~-ground
Their silent tents are spread;

And glory guards with solemr round
The bivouac of the dead. iJ

@
2

¥
Jo rumor of the foe's advance

Now swells upon the wind;
Mo troubled thoughts, at midnight haunts,
0f loved ones left behind;
No vision of the morrow's strife,
The warrior's dream alarms;
No braying horn, nof screaming fife,
: - At dawn shall call to arms.
' % Rest on, embalmed and sainted dead,
Dear as the blood ye gave;
No irmpious footstep here shall tread
The herbage of your grave..
Juﬂbﬁﬁﬁﬁ‘shall your glory be forgot,
¢~ while fame her record keeps,-._ -
or Honor points the hallowed spot
Where valor proudly sleeps.

-
Yon faithful herald's blazoned stone
With mournful pride shall tell,
Whgp_many_amvanighsd_ggeahath flown,
The story how ye fell. : '
Nor wreck, nor change, nor winter's flight,
Nor time's remorseless doom, =
Shall mer one ray of glory's light
That gilds your deathless tomb.




GEN TILDEN’S ,FUNERAL
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Rey Howard A. Markley oﬂic‘inﬁed

Judge Fred Eme
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the hour
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ve town of Castine, whe?:ghé’” 13':]:13
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Maaom will also maé’;g?a‘i’é
oo rvicesJ which wlu €ld at the
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ort The dore O’Bib.m Was asked by the
rovernor to write and read a poem in
honor of the burial of theése soldiers
(who had died in a foreign land. 4
They were the men with whom
G "Hara had cam%mgned, had fought,
ihad conquered. They had been his
friends and comrades, these men who
iWere being buried. And the young sol-
tdier glad]y undertook the task of writ-
(ing poem . to commemorate their
uria.i. In the office of the Yeoman in
a3 ukfort the lines of *‘The Bivouac
fi 8 Dead’’ were penned. When he
a. finished them he walked to a little |
aloon across _the street from the state-
house, where a number of his former
jcomrades in drms were wont 4o gather,
and there he read for the ﬁrst hme the
DO f.a.mous pnem

The mﬁl’ﬂe’ﬂ Grum'n sad ro’ll hns hen‘t
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“1\0 more on m‘e'% pl!aﬂ.n uha'll mnet
That brave

" On Fume's etercal e-mplng gmund .
!‘he:r ‘sllent ‘teuts are spread,

d Glory guards, wlth anfem round,
‘I'lle bimm.- of fhe d. =

ﬂw- wind; St
N tlloulgNt.nt mlﬁnlght hmntl
Ql\u ﬁslon of tomorrow’s wirife®
The warrlor's’ dream alarms;

“braying horn nor sereamink fife-.
; At dlw?agshﬂlu.ll:ﬁo Arms,

| mgr Ishi{nredmsﬁw;rgs‘m ‘l"oed ;;iﬂl r.“"
¢lr plum
e pluned hieads ggn el

!r it in dust, -
l!ﬁnel;ﬂd’l ot )uve washed

: ‘the m'ﬂ d 'm.
'm:o wmvt'i:a thunder of the
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Knew well the watchword ot thut du-
Was "Victory or JJe .

i run many a noriber's hreath h_ 3
> O'er Angostura’s plaip, 1
And long the pitying s‘ky has wept
Above its moldered &
p TAVENn'S Seream,. or esgle‘s ﬂi;:lﬂ..
Or shepherd’s ‘lay,
Mlone nwaked each mnen helxht
¢ That frowned o’er that dread way.
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B;ave Soldzer: We fl Loved Gentleman

Be Mour:

In the ' death oz Majm:
Angustus B, IFarnham, ’ﬂ o ada
‘jntant genkral of the state, a ‘i.;- aine,
 wiitolt oceurred at the I"astl!, Maine
| General hospital. Mondllv e at
the ast of 78 yeats, affer dnl
several yweeks, . Bn.n.goz‘-]akea
fineat mem a4 brave-aol ch-
_splz#lad eltizen, ‘an abie)
man of whom It mHy
T..m to know ]1111%{

@eh. Farnhdin we
‘n'hoers r:f“ﬁa‘ T4 ‘SkSond Mal
|ment, anq
ﬁ!ihﬁl)&’_fﬁ'

iblic-
g a
{ s:n_l_fl

t‘“if 3

ngl-

eeivihe o biillet that he !

himﬁ to’ hiy denthbed. A
%7 he” was honoted by his |
Litizeng  in numerous WAYs, 4
{ heen postmaster of Bangor for

L4 quarter-of A cenfury.
Imobscot cm:nty commanter
| Malna Ahl-;. Loyal L.egion,(} FA
:tLTa:\d i-.ézelg ts' Ee;mpihr. %

F a est’ and 1o
|held by th?péoplé‘ f. Bangor and
Malne was due to his intlate nobility
for  character, his kindly, genlal and
Fdemocratlo ways; which tnde a fast
friend of a casual acqus.lnta.rlca There
[was about Gen. Farnharm . the stamp

lof genuine mg}P od that was instantty

{observed by ohie who met nim for the
i.llr time, and td his [riends was a
constant aourro of pleasulr' a.nd nqpl-
[N AT.Y , RN - et

[ ‘and" Fublic |Spirited Citizen
| ted By Thausand e
Pl st Notable Career. o

r‘onm ui l

! iafl
it it i
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.rar.?r’d:bk Iservice]  hat
; afi Was most q ble. |-
ﬂ-le mﬂﬂ“"h"?’ hi¢ life on' the le- |-

sheriff i ok
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which He Was |

GEN. A. B FARNHAM

ks i

|il Anfong the citizend generpily. his

W:Ii

| [laug: 9, 1862,

Lostentatious nor self

seeltlng, He was abcorded sincere. hotn-

age by the people of Bangor, ard it is
a speclal tribute to his worth a¢ a man
and &n officer that his besl  friends
were wmong  the Grand Army men.
who felt for him a deep uﬂ'ection
085
will he motn‘n#d ag 5 riﬁtpbf a dear

il friend.

OF. hix toliily 1ite, sufnué {t to say
thit the same lovabte gualities which
{m manifested in nll relatiohs with “his

‘to. those in-

still greater (egres, uh
"marxy an

the hoine cirele’His ﬁle*
Irreparable, Joss, o (0
 Aveesgead | Bowman Farhham  was
hora in Bangor' on March 10, 1830, a
‘60 of the laté Heary B, add Harriet
May Farnfami " He dttended tlwe pub-
Il cliooly jand, studled civil enginesr-
ing, ‘naving d.me- aii the ﬂeid “work for
a map of,. .county. He was
Later i the bﬂﬁ'e of the fate Isaian
Sletson. ;

‘At the out,hreak of tl:e (‘wil wu
Gen, Farnham went o the front with
the Second Maine; the first regiment
to leave the state.  He laft Bangor as
first lleutendnt of Co. H, of ' .which
Capt. Frank A, Gur:rhey “of this clty,
"waa secontd lleutenant. |  Gen. i'arn-
1%] ‘was muade captain con Sept. 14,

the newly organizad 16th Maine on
On Feb. &, 1863, ha
wag promioted . to. lxeutenant cljlonel,
en, Rabinson appnmtecl him inspector

;gemml and chief (of atefl’ of the Hec-

lrwui dw;lsmn. ifth corps; on May I8,
TEGH. - ‘unser’ﬁientbn he was selected
forthe.. ﬂama sposition on tha Third di-
vision staft, Fiftll corps, by Cen. Craw-

{iferd. He held this detall until wound-
| edl at ¥iVe IPorks,-Va., on April 1, 1865,

e was brevetted colonel for “gallant
fad meritorious conduct’! ut the battles
of Five Morks and Gravelly Run. :

Gen, Iwurnham, wiile Teading’ the
front Kne of his div islon in the charea
of 1is fifth corps at the battlp of Five
Forks, received a hullef 'in the laft
Jdung about onie and a half inches from
his heart and fell from his horse which
wns shot in four places,

{ien, Farnbatn lay 411 night on the
battle fleld. The next morning he

was found and carvied to a heuss
where he remgined forsa month when

'a detachment .of .the 1Bth under com=

'mand of Hon. George D. Bisbes of
Rumford Falls.  Then a lieutenant of
Co. C carried him- six miles through

“sthe weeds to ‘the rrilroad station,

He swas taken by rail to Petershurs,
Va., thence to:City Point and Wash-

ellow meh were there ‘found " in a |

T Gov.

and was commissioned major. of

. Te}npl.ur.

- mppre— -
ington dnd placed in Armory Squer
hoapital under charge .of Surgedn
Blisg, He' lay at the ‘point of death
lor weeps and was finally brought to
his home in Bangor ivherd . it wa=
months hefore he rec:?vt-red ayflficient v
to ntend to business !dut

President  Grant ' appointed (ien.
¥arnham poatmaster of Bangor dur-
ink his first ddministration, an office
which he held until Pl'(!;siﬂem Cleyve-
land's election Wwith the return of the
Ilepublican parly fos poser, e
FParbham was ﬁgath appointad; holding
the office; in all, Tor bver 200y éars, He
al20. served Iwo Merms a8 sherlff of
He was for.

Penobscol county. Key -

| el years 4 member of the Repnhm an

gtdts committee, !

Gien. Farnham was a ha!'tne" in the
wholesale grocery fiem ot o A. Boayd-
min & Co. antll the business) was pur-
c¢hased by Thurston & Kingsbury, |i=
was also president of the  Kendus-
keag Nationul bank. He wds appolnt-
ed inspector general on tha stafl of
Bodwall bui resigned the oflice
within a short time.” d ;

In 1802 he was appointed adjutant
general of Maihe by Gov. William ‘.
Cobb, . He was again appointed hy
(Gav. Hlll and by Gov. Fernald, hold-
fng ihe position dntil May, 1901, when
frouble from lis old wound caused him
to resign., He has since lived in Ban-
gor, gpending hig summera at his farm
at South Orrington.

He was made a Mason durlna {the
Civil war dnd. s always greatly in-
teréstad in the fraternitys He was
a member of the \m'ious Masonic

b bodies” heve-and had been at the tead

of 'the Maine (,ommandar\ . Konlghte«
He was ° one qf the faw
ird ‘degree Masons in Bangor.s |
Gen. Farnhhim lias been .departinen:
commander: of the Maine Grand Army

‘of the Republic and was a member of

Hannibal Hamlin post. He Has alsc
hean at the head of the Malne (‘om-
mandery of the Milltary Order of the
Loyval  Leglon. He was a charter
member of the Tarratine (l%lh bur e
signed some yeurs ago. (Gen. r

ham was o member of the old I!It-]h 1
club, composed of Knights Templare
which afterward mearged with the
Madeckawando club, of which orga:-
zation he was a member at the time
of his death.

He Wwas twice married. His  firet
wifo was Miss Adella Clark. . The
had one/ddughter, Mrs. Willlam  Lin-
coln Smith of Concord, Mass, K wlo
survives him.  Fe later married Miss |
Laura Wood, also of this elty, who
also survives him. together with their |
son, Henry A. I'arnham.
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~ “It won’t be long now, before there won't be any of us old soldiers left<
| to decorate our comrades’ graves on Memorial day,” said Mzj. H. Towler,
commandant of the Minnesota Soldiers’ home, the other day. In Minneapolis
today there were 3,000 graves of Civil war vetefans to be decorated—and
only 500 surviving velerans. Who will decorate the graves after the last old
veteran has died? Boy Scouts of the Lake Harriet district gave the answerat
Lakewood today. In the picture are shown Capt. Edward F. Davies, 87 years
old, 2697 Lake of the Isles boulevard, formerly of Company K, Sixteenth
| Maine infantry, and Henry F. Legas, 12 years olld, 2810 West Forty-first
| La_street, Boy Scout Patrol No- 6. _Q_Lx oz 3 g="" Loy AL
; — - Lz
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Private I‘uneral thea f;gr Cap-_
~ tain, Aged 89, to Be Con,--

ducted Tomorrow
5

Captain Edward F. Da\ries, aged 89,
one of the last surviving officers of the
Sixteenth Maine Volunteers in the Civil
- war and a member of the Minnesota
commandery of the/Layaj Legion, died
today at the home of his son, W. H.
Davies, 2697 Lake et the Isles boule-
ward.

Captain ‘Davies was born at Carroll,
Mbaine, - He jolned the army Aug. 14,
- 1862, and served until the close of tal-
.~ war. For bravery as color sergeant a.
‘the- battle of Fredericksburg he wa.!
* made a second lieutenant. He war
taken pr‘lsoner at the battle ‘of Weldon )
| railroad, but made his escape en rolite
 to Libby/ prison. He was wounded &t
ft.he battle of Spottsylvania.

" Private funeral services will bn con-
‘ducted at the home, 2697 Lake of the
Isles boulevard, tomorrow at 2 p.m.
Intérment will be ln Lakewood ceme-

Captain Davies ig surmived by his
son, a daughter, Mrs. Willlam 8, Pay-
gon of Castine, Maine, and two grand-
children, E. C. Davies and Mrs. Otto
I-I Sa.na.ker of Mlnnea.polls. t !
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