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GEFICIEST

Dr. A. Schwyzear,
Moorea Building,
Seven Corners,
8t.Paul, Minn.

My dear Dr. Schwyzer:-

I have just returned from Mexico and take the first opportunity of
writing you.

A few days after reaching there, say about the 10th of September,
1 met on the street a man named A. R. Blankenship, one of the most ener-
getic and intelligent of the Colonists in the Metlaltoyuca Colony.
About two and a half years ago he drove down from northwestern Texas
into Mexico with hias family, bringing with him a little money, =- 500,
to $1000. He put all of his money into part payment of 300 acres
of land, reserving no money whatever to pay for the hiring of labor,
ete. He immediately went to work to develop his land, bullding
houses, ete. He found it too hard a proposition to continue,
however, and an opportunity of leasing his place with a contract for
purchase at $4500. at the end of two years offering, he accepted it and
I met him in Mexico with his family on his way back to his Texas farm.
He told me inecidentally that he had bought our entire drove of hogs,

about 30 in number, for $40. from Meyerstein, and sold them within half




e
an hour for $125. He also advised me that Meyerstein had these
hogs in a pen about 15 or 20 feet square, and had been carrying water a
distance of %00/400 feet for the hogs to drink. This sale of the
hogs, after Schlattman's explicit instructions to Meyerstein when down
there last to make a pen of from one to two acres in size with a run-way
to the river, was exceedingly exasperating.

When corn was worth $3.50 a bushel, Meyerstein was very anxious to
raise hogs and was continually writing about how profitable they were,
and every now and then in his reports he would show a sale of a hog at
§12, or $13., with an additional $12. or $13. for lard. This was
profitable and we were naturally anxious to increase our drove as fast
as possible and have them properly cared for. Schlattman clearly

appreciated, however, the absolute necessity of having a large pen in

which to keep them. Now that corn is worth ?5{ a bushel Meyerstein

sells the drove. Within a day or two after our interview with
Blankenship, Meyerstein report came to Mexico, and sure enough showed
the sale of the hogs at $40., - a drove of hogs worth $250. Schlatt-
man and myself then fully discussed the matter of discharging Meyerstein
* and after a number of interviews with Blankenship, in which he expressed
much regret in having to leave the Colony, we succeeded in induecing him
to return with his family as our Manager. We pay him per month

the same amount of cash as we paid Meyerstein, namely $50. In
addition to that we pay him $50. per month in stock and credit him on a
stock subscription from him of $1000. $50. per month additional in
stock, making his salary therefore $60. cash and $100. per month in
stock, all in Mexican silver, not gold. His salary in stock would

therefore be about $50. Gold and his salary in cash about $25. Gold.




=,

I think it absolutely necessary that our manager should be specifically
interested in the enterprise itself, aside from the question of salary.
This Blankenship was very pleased to do and feels perfectly sure of mak-
ing a handsome thing out of it, both for us and himself, through the
profits that he will be able to show us from the ranch. I feel very
pleased myself at having secured what I consider so good a man and on
such terms. I am very sorry I could not have communicated with
you before deciding, but it was impossible to do so. Schlattman
accompanied Blankenship back to the ranch to install him as manager
and pay off and discharge Meyerstein. Schlattman belleves that Joe
will now stay that Meyerstein will be no longer there.

Now comes up the question of building a ranch house. While we
did not promise Blankenship to do this, yet I think it will be wise
that we do so. If Blankenship, through his knowledge of general
agricultural work and his energy is able to make the ranch pay, and pay
well, our surest way to keep him 1s to make his wife and his children
satisfied with their home. I am getting figures for the doors,
windows, ete. and the H. W, Johns Roofing. The mason work for a
house, say 46 feet long and 23 feet wide, will cost about &750. to $800.
Mexican. The doors, windows, etc. will cost about $400. Mexican.
The roofing will cost about $#200. Mexican, or $1400. in all. Sup-

pose we add for extras and incidentals, say $300., would bring the cost

of the house up to say $1700. to $1800. It will add very much to

Blankenship's interest, and it will also add very much to the value of
the ranch if we should ever be under the necessity of selling it.
The questicn is,to what extent can we depend upon Qur stockholders to

pay this and at the same time keep up the supply of money for develop-




i 1

ment . Agnew has just pald me $1000. in gold. You can depend

upon me within the next six months for $500. to $600. in gold additional,

Now, how much can we look to you for? We have got a fine large
pasture capable of recelving b¥ the end of this year at least 150 head of
cattle and horses. Blankenship has two brood mares and a fine large
stallion. I told him we would buy them from him and pay him for them
in stock of the Company. I instructed Schlattman and Blankenship
to buy at Tulancingo four or five brood mares 1f they could get good
ones at a proper price. Schlatmann advised me in a hasty letter
written from that point that he had bought four mares. Horses are
profitable, cattle are profitable.

We are trying to get planted this season 25000 to 40000 coffee
plants. Wext year we shall need coffee machinery.

Rubber will be planted in March, April and May, the season when the
leaves are shed, as rapidly as possible. We have in now, and
growing finely, about 3000 rubber trees. All these things will need
money. I have advised you what Agnew has already done; what I
can do. Agnew can pay within the next year £1500. or $2000.
gold more. Please advise me to what extent we can depend upon you,
and write me if you approve of my action in regard to the discharge of
Meyersteln. I will get up a printed form for Blankenship on which
to keep his accounts so that we need have no trouble in that particular.
We must have a man there who will not do such stupid things as Meyer-
stein's sale of our drove of hogs. We have, by the way, instructed
Blankenship to buy more hoges and allow the drove to increase (by natural
inerease) as rapldly as possible. This will help out quite a little

probably in the running expenses of the ranch.




I expect to have to go to Mexico again within the next few days on
some rallroad business. Please let me hear from you by return of
mail as fully as you can find it convenient to write.

There are coming to you now 40 shares of stock which have not yet
been issued. By an error I made out a certificate for 140 shares,
signed and sealed it. If it is just the same to you I would
prefer to let that stand until you have taken up that much as it will

save the cancellation on my stock book. If, however, you would

prefer the shares issued as your subscriptions are made, I will cancel

this certificate for 140 shares and issue one for 40, Kindly advise
me on this head also, and believe me,

Very sincerely ours,
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