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Gl.

an[d] traveled on until he hed got tired and not find[ilng us knew
that we could not gof far ahe[ald of him and started back in search
of us the rain the day before had take[n] the snow nearly all off
in the prairie &nd our tracks did not show was oné cau se why we

did not find each other sooner we went on until night and camped
on S8suk river a stream about 30 yards wiée but shoul in the summerg”
our food had verry nearly %1ven out so we had but littlé for our

[no
gsupper and breakfast and, signs of aney Sioux the next morni[n]g

we followed on down theliiver about ten oclock we heard guns of
south of us this we knew to be the Bioux and turned our course

in thelr direction shortly after we started in the firing that

we heard & buck sprang up the [guide] had his gun down in [2] moment
allcothough 1t had a cover on it and fired es the deer ren from him
as he fired the deer tumbled heels over helal]d but was not quite
[(desd] the indian put a small 1[o]ad'in his gun and finished him/#
the indian tulr]ned the deer over and said he had kill[e]d the deer
without making a hole in the skin how can that be said I  wlhly
cent you account for it No I said well said the Indian the. ball
went straight into the back side throug[h] the entrails and lodged

in his shoulder the Indien hastily took off the skin anéd a con-
giderable quantity of the meet with it and shouldered it and we went
on expecting to meet with some Indiane but we travelled ahd travel(lel
and traveled until we got tired end sat down to rest We started
agein and travelle]d until dark and found no Indians  that not eo

we hed a good roast of our venison and went [to] sleep not dlrJesming
of the trouble that we were to meet the next day ngstarted early
in the morning and traveled til about nine oclock all at‘once we

heard 2 gun not [far] from us we gave hoop and in a few minutfels
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an Indian cané] runlnling up to ue and commencleld hollow[injg amd
firing hie gun directly anothlelr came and commfen]ced fir[ilng
his gun and so on 2nd in about half an hour we had about one
hundred wiléd Susseton and wahpaten Indians and the wildest kind

of confuslion preveiled for about half an hour Some were for
killing us thlely said we were come as spies from the Chippewas t
to get them killed &c é&c I denied all their assertions and told
them I come to trade with them but thlely would not listen atal
and Xxept on with their threats th[e]j stole my cap from me took
Indi[a]lns mest from him end gun and took mfns gun and cap from him
end now threaten[el]d to teke my goods Som[e] of the old men
interfeard saying this one of our tra@@ks of the same company that
we have at Lac quiparle with us I told them if thlely did not
stop their mischilelf I shouléd réport their conduct to the officer
at the fort they stil[1] were suﬂﬂe@%&n& two or three times some
of them cock thelilr guns to comlmlence the work of murder We
stood and never let on or noticlel]d their murdlelrous intent the
old men interfeard eand stop[p]ed the yogﬁgzgrom killing us but I
assure you it was [2] close run thlely held council and decided
to take us into camp to the chiefLimping Devil this .name he
deﬂﬂ%ed from hav{ilng greated the tradlelrs and verry badly = the
Fox end Ssuk Indiens had come to war and found a camp of Indians
eneamped— on the red wood river the few on a small camp that
waes at some distance from the mali]n body of them and killed
nealr]ly all of them and mede off withoout getting injured< the
maliIn camp sterted in pulrlsuit the next mornilnlg thlely
traveled all day and all night and the next morni[n]g about fen

oclock came in sight of the hindmost ones the sioux had to hloJid

back for some time to weit for the foot men tq come up &8 the horse
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‘men were some distance in advance finally & part of them.got up
and the Sioux made the attack the Fox and Socks halted and the
Sioux rushed right onto them end attacked them with lance and wer
" elubs and by the time the hindmost of the SiouX'got up the Sioux
hed killed 13’§f the Fox & Socks and the foreﬁost oneé had fled
by this timi/%hé[y] erid thlely were completely tired out eand did
not follow them any fufther there were no Siloux killed but several
wounded  amongst those were this Limping Devil was wounded in the
knee  this gave him the nam[e] of limping devil  he was 2 brave
but awful wicked men, and as we moved off for the India[n] cemp
this man came oﬁt on horse beck to meet us—es he was still lame hé
took me by the hend and then my guide énd my men 2nd bade us proceede
on to his camp the Indians were all weiting ékpectihg the chief
would give orders to have us a2ll killed but no such order came and
we went safe into camp No doubt it must have been fhe interpo-
sition of God that subdued this wicked chiefs heart for the time
that our lives might -be spar(e]d When we got into camp the chief
told his brother to take me to his lodge aﬁd the man %th to an-
othlelr lodge and the Indian guide to anothlelr placg/so we were
2ll sepereted J

a council was called and we were all called in and I was told
1f T would tell the truth thus that we coulde go home again but if
I 1ied we could not go they wented to know what I had come fog/%
I told them I had come to trade but I hed got out of the rout that
‘ I had intended to go and had fallen in with them instead of the
Indians that I wanted to see I told them thelIndians that I was
in sesyeh of was the menda Wakentensc that had left St Peters after

I did where I expectle]d to meet my wife are you marrileld thlely
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sald yes I said to whom to Kee. E. he, Eis daughter at this
time an Indian Black Toma Hawk of the lower bands came in and con-
fi[r]medvmy statement and said these Indians are afraid you have
come to find where thlely are so the chippewas can come and kil%/?
they kept me there until about midnight talking and questionlinlg
me 28 to my resid(e]nce and made [me] promise to come back and
bring them some powder and balls and finally broke up and let me
trade the few goods I hed which was done in about an hours time

the chiefs brother whilest I was tradi[n]g stole one of the
otters that I had trade and sold it to me for wampun I could not
say alnly thing for the least thing ﬁoul[@} have started a fuss and
we would have been killed so I said noth[iJng but give him the
wampun and gather[e]d up my furs as guick as possible and tifeld
them up and sat down on them they kept mers prisoner for three
days and we had [to] move with them 4in caméi}every day finally the
4th day in the morning the chief gave us an escort of 20 braves
. mostly old men %o hccdmpany us one helf day journy—=> so thlely
condudted us on our roed until about noon end helted and sat down ’
end ned a emoke together and shook hands and we seperated and I
will essure we traveled hard the remal[ilnd(elr of the day and got
on to the Mississippi and campeld] all most tired to death::iwel »
had travle]lleld so hard to get out of the reach of those hateful
creature%/fi the morni(n]g we were off by light without any food/W
we travell[eld all day and at night cemped by Pikes rapids a place
where general Pike wintered when exploring the Mississlppil river/%
in the night it commen[ce]d snowlng and snowed all day we
shouldered our packs at dayiight and on trudged through the snow

storm this was the third day we had been without food I ask
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my man and Indian what they would choose providing they could have
their wish for bresk fast the frenchman a good drink of brandy
the Indian seid a good loaf of bread and a good cup of tes or coffee
I told the Indian he wes goodeal of my opinion stil I would[like] e
good plece of fat bear meat O yes said the Indian that would msake
the belley and hair both slick we traveled on allmost woried out
through the snow storm and about 3 o ¢ P. M we arrived home once
more a place I once thought I should never see agaiﬁ

When I was first taken prisoner by the Sioux the Chippewas came
in in lerge numbers to heer the neaws*ff?f\ and they sald it wes
one of the gre[altest wonders in the'world thet we were not 2ll
killed the mother of the Indian was along with them She came to
see hur son and told me plainly thet if hur son had been killea éhe
would havé k11lled me on my return without him so it wes a provi-
dential escapes" "> all round I staid at home and recruited .
strength e 1little and fixed up for anothe[r] trip for Fort Snelling
as I was entirely out of goods there were 3 chiefs that ﬁished-
to go and.4 other Indlans myself and one men made the party——=9 in
ell We 2ll got good snow shoes made and while we were getting
ready one Mr W" Aitkin a trader from Sandy lske came doown [sic]
and stop[pled in an o0ld pertly broken down trading house about half
e mile above me on an Island he invited me to call over and see
him so I went with my 1nterpretef and made him & visit and and [g;g]
gave‘him an invitaetion to visit me So he called in and we talked
over the trade and some other matturs a short time and Mr Aitkin
left but invited me to visit him at Sandy lake I told him I
probably would after I came back from Fort Snelling,

by this time I had about 20 packs of furs and peltry ~I showed
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them to Mr. A he looke[d] with astonishment and said those are
mine by rights for ali these Indlans have credit of me I said I
hed paid for them I believed thlely were mine Now yrs [yours?]
he said and T will watch you efter this and so he did keep
three or 4 men amongst the Indiens all the time watchiln]g them
and as fast as they would kill skins they would take them from the
Indians but the Indiens always would find some chances to hide
a bear skin or some other furs end bring them to me finally we
got ready and started for St.Peters or Fort Snelling on snow shoes
¢£the first day I got along verry well for & new beginner we ex-
vected to cemp with some Indians the first nigh(t] from Mill lake
or Rum river but we got disappointed and it was bad business
for us 28 we had takeln] no provisions with us expecting'to get a
supply from the Indians but they were gone and what to do we
hardly knew So two good walkers.ssid they would go in search of
them .
‘ the sun was sbout two hours high when thlely started and I
with the baland [sic] of the company remel[i]ned in the old .cemp
without eny supper Wé built up & good fire and laid down and
took a sleep We slept.until about nine oc We got up and made
a fire and werm[eld up but no Indians came back We walted and
waited at last theycs came about midnight We enquired what
had kept them so long thely] said thlely hed followleld the
traill of the Indians whicﬁ had taken them a long ways round and to
Mill lake which they said ﬁas not far off to go étraight and thet
that [sic] there wes 2 trail that thlely cam[le] in that we could
go in two hours but thlely could get no provisions What to do

agaln wes a subject to be considered about getting provisions for
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# [said] -
the jJourn(ely/the o0ld chiefes A We could go by Mill lake and Snake

river and by/so doing find Indian camps all slong and sleep with
them nights end if thlely have any food thlely will feed us for

the night We were all anxious to go to Fort Snelling all the
journ[ely by this rout was long and some what doubfful about get-
ting provisions I consented to go and we started off in'the night
about hal [f Jpast nine but I found the snow shoes hed strained the
cords of my instep verry much and it was with much difficulty thet
I could keep up . however I hobbled along and finally we got in to
Mi1l Lack about mid night and an-en [sic] old French man by the
name of Leroy was trading ther[e] for Mr. W™, Altken the old man
got us some rice made or gathered by the Indians and had 1t cooke@/#
B0 we had some warm rice and a little suger with it which made us

a verry good supper as we were verry hungry having traveléd all

day and part of the night without eating the 0ld man saild they
had to live poor as theAtrade would not afford any great expense
and thlely had mostly to live on fish and rice; he salde they only
got flour ebout once a week as for ﬁork thlely never thought of |
such'a thing this old maln]s daughter was meried= to Mr Aitkin
~as his second wife Mr A was expected there tnat night but he did
not come I wish he had for I could of got some provisions of him
but the old men was afrsid of his mester and deredc - not furnish
us any as we wererpposition tradelr]s and the custom in this
country starve out run—-out énd drive out every opposition either
by fair or foul meens~ ~thet thlely possibly can in. the morning
the morning [sic] the o0ld french men gave us anothle]r dish of
rice; this wild rice is verry similar to our white rice as to

nutriment but 1is quite dark éouler<[color?]. its nutriment @owers
is quite feeble and does not give much strength to the.bod%/in
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the people of this countery have to eate it=>which is simply boiled
in water When they can get some greas[e] to put in i1t it helps
to give nutriment also sugar 1is used with 1t which makes 1t palatf
eable a2 person can eat a quart aft(elr it is cooked and ti two
hours after will be as hungry as ever the Indiens had been round
to the camps and gather[eld 2 little rice that hgd been parched
which is verry good to eat when travelling it prévents thirst
and relieves the appetite for a little while |

We gtarted esrley in the morning for Snake river we had a
track most of the day we trav[e]led the whole dey and onley stoped
once thet was about 2.0c to eat é mouthful of wild rice and on we
went, and traveled until dusk when we came [to] 2 trading éost/ﬁ.
the traders name was Johinson /this was the hardest days travel
that we had all the Jjourneyc> the distance I do not know but I
think it must be all of 40 or 50 miles Mr Johnson welcomed into
hig?gggeéave us such as he hed & that was wild rice simply boiled
in water We made our répast but we had been eating rice so long
without sessoning that we did not relish it verry well~ but still
we had tec eat some Mr Johnson seaid there was nb game about where
[they] lived and th(ely seldom ever had meat once in a while th{ely
got a little grease from the Indians bﬁt had to pay a great price
for 1t Mr Johnson said he came into the countéry from Lake
Superior by the way of lékes and small rivers in bark canoes I
think he séid.ﬂiéb'had near one hundred portages to make before
he reached his trading post hé said the whole trade wes worth
only about two thousand dollars s year and it hardley peid the
trouble and expense but as he was in the trade he did not know

what to do for a living onley to follow -up the trade, We hed
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[a] good large chim[nely fire and and [sic] verry warm féom so we
1e21d down to resg/iut I wee g0 tired that I did not rest for a long
time the Indisns went [tol] sleephin a few minutes and did not
wake until near morning  When we awoke Mr Johnson hed [a] 1argé
kettleoful of rice boille]d in water as ususl We eat as much as
we could Mr Johnson made many apdlogies for the poor food he had
to offer and when we started he gave us a little to cérry with us/W
in the ste®ted morning we started earley and traveled tnrdughlpine
foresté all the day as we ned done the day before and some of the
handsomest pines thetlwe Jhed@ seen in the countery we traveled all
day‘without eating again and pert [of ] the time on snow shoes
justhas the sun was setting we came to an Indien camp eand
stoped for the night we went into the[i]r tents and sat down /# :
the Indiesne told us they were starving and qould not give us any
thing to eat the tents which were principally med[e] of bark from
the birch tree or rushes from the pondé end lekes, were open and
cbld - a2ll that I saw ebout the cemp was one iittle pikevfish in
the eatable way  the woman éooked it in a small kettle and eat 1t/ﬁ
we laid down but did not rest much being very cold and hungry ‘in
the morn[i]ng we sterted oh_our snow shoes without supper or break-
fast and traveled until about noon When thg Indiens halted and
took out their 11ﬁtle bag of rice we all eat a2~ [11]ctle and started
on ﬁhrOugh,swamps aﬁd humocks and a most awful cguntry to travel
on snow shoes Sometimes I would get a trip and my snow shoes would
.throw me ten feet ahead into the snow I would plunge by the time
_I would get up the Indlans would be some distance ahead of me theln]
I woull[d] have to work and run énd ﬁornw'myself mosf to death to

catech up again for I naeted to giﬁe.out and tell them to walt for me
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/%so we wofked on until night but I was awful tired the Indians
maede a good fife and we sat down end dried our show shoes and
mockasins the(y] pulled out the balance of the riée and we eat
it which was but 2 few molulthfuls apesce—" "+ however we had a
better cemp than we had when we camped with the Indialne] the night
before'for we could make a good large fire and werm up well which
'is a great thing in traveling to get warm end dry at night then
you can sleep aﬁd you will feel much better for traveling in the
morning We started earley on our snow shoes abbut noon we
came to oak openings and our snow shoes -did not trip us up so often'
as ther[eJ was not so muchi under brush» at night we oamped in the
oak openings Whilst the Indians were hunting about fdr wood for
the nigh([t] one of them found a delald deer and cried out goad
Tk . ﬁhét is it'we gll sung out a deer he said the Iﬁdians
all give a hoop of joy and went”toq see the deer had been dead
for a long time but was whole and froie'and‘cbveped with snow /#
the Indiens dug 1t out and got 1t up';o>the five #nd thawed it a
little and got. the hide off end choplpled it up.  the meat wasf
fairly black thlely héd a small kettle along thlely melted
snow and filled the{ﬂr kettle and boiled the meat but, oh, what
an awful smell came out'ﬁhen the mesat got not bﬁt tﬁe Indians
stuck oo 1t and cooked 1t and eat hearty of 1t. I tried to eat
sbmg but es hungry as I was I could not eat the meat It was so
old snd smelt so bad/from this point by hérd walkiﬁg cn our snow
shoes we got into fort Snelling  the col. commend[i]ng wes about
the first that I mef as I went into the Fort he wes quite sur-

prised to see me and made some incuirilels where I was from &c &c
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j/?inellyAI told him I wes verry hungry Why have you been starving/*
I told him we had been nine dsys living on a little ﬁild rice he
told me to come in to his quarters he told his wife Mrs Snelling
one of the most accomplished and charitable ladies of the fort at
that time in a few moments she brought me a2 large bowl of soup
but none but & hungry person coculd tell how good 1t tasted With
many thanks I left them eand went on to our tradingc> post 2 miles
above the fort where Mr Lamont was in charge all were glad to.
see us they soon had som[e] food cooked for us and we retired to
reet the next morning< we all felt verry tired stiff and sore/
but in a day or two we all felt well again

1 had not been here but two days when my wife arrivéd She
had been out with the Indisns oﬁ a hunf and i1t was this camp that
I was in wearch of when we goﬁ lost and fell in with the Sussetons
ahd miseed fiﬂd[i]ng my witfelas I expected k ‘after they had: puf
up their tents I went to see them in their 1odges or tents My
wife Dresented me with 2 fine boy born while thlely were on the
hunt in decembe" 1824 . I staid with them about a week

About this time an old Susqeton chief arrived from the upper
country at Mr Lamonts Mr L had marr[iJed his daughter and the
old chief had come down to see tnem/glsq'went to the Fort to see
the commanding officer I went elong taAinterpfet We were taken
into the col office and in a few minutes the col camle] in and
spoke to the old chife he got up and shook hands with the col
and thlely entered into some common conversation about business
of the times é&c finally Col Snelling asked the chief if he knew
eny thing about some cattle that had been killed by the Sioux

Indians the sum{melr before the chief said that some white people
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were driving e drove of céttie through the Indien countfy going
north to the British Bettlement on Red river and the Indiens had
demanded pay of the white men to let them pass without pay/é%d
the'Indians neld a council amongst the Braves and thlely agreed-
to go and take pay themselves by killing 2 or threé cattle. So
off the band starte@/%;me'on horseback some on foot hooping and
hallowing’and as soon as the driver saw the Indiéns they cattle
started upon 2 run and the Indians after them some on horse some
on foot and commen[celd firing at the cattle thledy killed several
and wounded several more and a paft thfelycould not overtake and
run wild into the pfairie ' the drivur turned about and went home
and lost thelr whole drove - the col asked the chief why he did
not étop them the old man sald when hungry Indians see buffalo
or beef before them thlely are like & parsel of hungry woives and
cannot.be made to listen

Well sald col Snelling I am going to have some kind of satie-
- faction for this kind of conduct you are nqt 2 going to destroy
whole dr[olves of cattle that‘are paseing peaclalbly through your
countery the old chief began to smell thé rat and made all sorts
of excuses Buf col Snelling told h1m~th9tvex;uses came to[o] late
and that he should put him in prison and sent for a guard of
soldiefs_ they came and the col told the old chief he must go
with the soldiers he rose and went the col told him if he
attempted to run away from the sbldiers they would shoot him the
old chief said_nothing‘but went quile]tly 2long to the guard house

the sun was not [more] than an hour high about half an hour
aftef'Lieut Ceamp came in and said that the Indian was shot We

all ren out to see and found that the old man had made an excue fe]
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to go out and got a little in advance of the sentinal and started
on a rﬁn the sentinel fired and brought the old man down the
old man‘had heard of others esceping and thought he could do the
seme but he got caught this time the sentinal broke the o0ld mans
, arm aﬁd fractured the whole bone from the elbow to within about

2 inches of the should[er] and the ball went through and strﬁck o
his side and hit a rib and run round the rib to the pit of the
stomach skin deep and there lodged between the skin and the bone
end the arm had to be amputated but the sulr]geon Doct Purcell wes
dead So the sergeant of the Hogpital undertook the job and tied
the 0ld man to a table and went to work and in about two minutes
the arm was off during the operation the old man did not let on
that it hurt him in the least When they got through he asked if
they were done I told him he had but one érm'now - Well then
'give me a smoke he saaigéiggd did not appear to mind what~was
going on than if thlely were cutting away at [?]inece of leather

2
the o0ld man was kept in the hospital sbout,month and his arm

A

‘about well/éhén the Col let him go Lieut Camp above mentioned
'gave the soldlers an extra gill Qf'whiskfe]y for a moﬁth for the
good shot he made-bréaking the chiefs erm and stoping him from-
getting off for they had imbibed the 1dea.that they cpuld run away
from the soldiers with the greateét ease

after this fuss was over.I started back to my wintering placé
again‘ I got a few goods and made little packages for each of
my Indians and we started this time we took a new rout and went
by the'Mississinpi the first day we went to the falls and camped

with sergeant Spauldings 1in cherge of the saw mill the [sic] had 2

good werm room and gave ys & good warm supper which we 2all enjoyed
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ﬁin the morninge> we started early and went to Elk river from there
we weﬁt home in three'days_so that we made the Jjourny in five days
home again found all well and [e] number of Indiane awaiting for
us to trade I done up what little trading there wae to be done
when Mr W" Aitkin cam[e] down again and 1nsisted.on my goling up

to Sandy lake with him So I fixed up and one men with me and we
starféd for another tramp of three days Mr. A nad a dog train we
put all our bed[d]ing on and once 1£f£hile Mr Aitkin would take

- turns and rid?/ﬁie first dey we went about 45 mileé toia place
called by the chippewas Rabit house 1in passing a place callleld
‘Pattersons Rapids Mr A téld me the raplids were named after a man
thaf had been killed there by the Sioux Indians a party of men
had been sent out to the Indien camps and having collécted a con-
siderable quentity - of furs end meat severalllndians came‘back with‘
the men to help them in with their loads as all.was.carri[e]d

by straps over the head it would take quite a éompany to carry what
two horses would draw this compla]ny of whites and Indians camped
’at this place for the night thlely had built 2 large fire out of
old dry pine eat their supper and dried their snow shoes and mock-
asins one of the Chippeﬁas went down to the river to get a
drink Wnen he came back to.the fire he told his comerads<> that
t here was some personsAwalking'on the ice for thne water worksvup
and down all the time just like when people walk on the ice some
others went and looked at the water Bome times 1t would shake .
gsome times it would be stili then again all at once the water wéuld
begin to shake sgain  Some believed and some did not the first
one that made the discovery ssid he believed there was & war party

was on the river and he was a going to prepare feor tle worst 80

" he put on his mockasins and fiked up his pack gome of the party
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done the same but some wodid not believe aned iaid down and went
to sleep  About mid not Lsic] here came a2 volley of balls and
arrows into the cemp thereIWere 4 or fivé Indians killed the
first five & one fregchman Patterson All that were left_took to
their heels and raen for for [sic] the[i]r lives the Sioux

- cherged upon the cemp and despatched those that were yet alive

end scalped them then gathered up the booty which was“cdnsidef-
able of furs and meat and hunted Poahs k4 see 1f thlely could
find eny wounded two frenchmen that had put on their mpckesins
threw fhemselves under a}lafge tree that laid a little up from

the ground  here thely] laid trembling all the time the Indlans
were hunting the frénchmen said the Indiéns steplpled over the
log 2 or three times and thinks the Indians must of seen them but
did not want to kill them Some of the Indlans and frenchmen run
off barefooted and froze their feef verry bad and'somé of them

' died the two laid under tre log until the Sioux went off when
they cam[e] forth put on their mockésins and started for home empty
and light as the Sioux had carr[iJeQ off evlielry thing thet was of
alnly use to them .

We left rebit house early the next morning and went (to]
cledar lake where there wefe two'traders viz.'Mf Oakes and Ashman/#
here pessed the remainder of the day in company with these gentle-
A men where we were treated verry kindley for the night and had
some fine white fish for breakfast and started early for Sandy
lake where we arrived some time after dark this day we traveled
about 55 miles  our men did not get in until about midnight//ihe
next mofning-we vere ali verry stiff and tired I rema[mdned.here

with Mr Aitkin three days Mr A had maede verry good improvements
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for an Indian count(rly
At this place Bandy lake the North West fur company once had
2 trad[ing post and was broken up after Lieut Z. M, Pike assended
the Missisippi the american fur company ceamle] in 2nd tore down
the o0ld North West Compenys fort on Sandy lake and mooved over onto
the Miss%iiigglp §
ngg;e Mr Altkin was now liv(ilng and buildin%ﬁgé had a fine
gerden and s large quantity of good vegetables I spent three days
verry'pleasently with Mr. A. and on the 4th dasy in the morning I
started with my man for home again/@ent home in three days by the
o get warm and the snow was beginning to
time it wes beginning tgamelt after we pass crow lIsland: at ghe
mouth of the Crow Wing river the Mississipoi is very much like the
Minnesota woody bottoms and verry croocked only‘the Misepi [glg]
hes the most waterfi I got home I found the Indians waiting for
me to get some amunition to go into the suger bush for these ﬁeople
make large quantities of sugar the last one to stert was the Hole
in the dey the chief of Sandy leke chl[iJpoplelwas he started on
the 2%0of March 1825 18250sic] he had not gone far before some
wild geese passed over him and he fired and killed two of them and
returned beck and brought them both to me We now commencle]d
meking our packs of furs and on the last of March the ice moved
out of the Missipi the first of april I went dbwn in a canoe to
get some more goods We found the ice had blocked up the river at
a place called the little falls We took our cenoe out and made
a portage round the ice and went on down and in two days we went
to Fort Snelling I found all well My wife and boy were all in
good health I staild only three days and started beck in my canoe

made & portage round the falls snd
with two men and a few goods I went as far as the falls an%aheard
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thet Mp Bailey hed arriv(eld at Fort Snelling and I went back to
see him to see if I could do anything with him about our old co-
partnership Business but he only laughed a2t me and [s2i1d] that I
weg verry impudent to telk to him about an old debt that had been
settled (by cheating) & year ago So I went back and took my
canoe a2gain for my wintering ground We hed strong head winds
it took us 6 or 7 days to get up. one day we run under a leeni(nlg
tree  our canlole got 2 turn on the men and came broad side againét
the tree and came near capsizeing us and 1t was with much Giffi-
culty thet we could get hold of en ax to cut the branches so we
could get from the tree our situation was so precarious that we
could herdly stir for fear of upseting the canoe the water was
verry deep and the éurrent verry rapid and for a few mom[e Jnts we
were in greet danger of loosing ell 'and probably our lives also/#
We ggayggter some hard work against the wind.andlcgrrent_ahd found
all well but anxious to see us as they were out of provisions We
waited a few days gathered‘what furs we could and started for home
or Fort Snelling again We went down in one day and a half 120
miles by the river :

About this time some emigrants came through from Red river
of the North on the[ijr way the Sioux hed attl[alcked them and
k11led some of them and took one white child brisoner Lieut Green
was ordered to.Lake Traverse where the Indlans had the child and
to take the child and bring i1t down to Fort Snelling | So he went
and the Indians gave up the child without any ceremony as they
feadﬂ@ €ol Snelling the whole extent of the Sioux countery the
Sioux had committed this outrage becaus[e] col Snelling hed taken

one of theliJr chiefs and cut his arm off for killing cattle the
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white people that were left when the S[iJoux fired upon them fled
back to the British Settlement and the British made no demand for
the murder therefore nothing was done sbout it and in fact 1t is
suppos[e]d t%at the British did not care any thing about the affasir
for thlely dinggke to have their people leeve their coloney as
these had already left them 2nd moved into Iowa and Wisconsin (other
wise Michiga@) at that time ‘

aftér I got down with ﬁy furs I stoped about a month with my
wife and boy this summer the Indians had 211 been to Prairie du
chien to make a treaty of peace . the nations for 300 or 400 miles
round camfe] into Cenix ﬁ}g%verry largle] concourse of Indians -
assembled Govelr]Jnlor] Clark and some others were cpmmissionersﬁ¢
The object of the treaty was for the Indlans to make peace amongst
themselves and the white people Whilst the Indieans were making'
peace at Prairie duchien the Indians_were wvar[rling at home So
if peace was made hostilities were as soon commenc[eld again and
the peace amounted to nothing although 1t cost the govt many
thousand dollars

during the last spring a duel wae fought between Lieut Hunter
and col Snellings son Joseph the col heard that the parties had

gone out to fight and sent a Q§hrd out and stoped them the parties

moved off and the guard went home and the combattants met in another
place and exchanged shots the col son had the end of one of his
fore fingers shof of f this ended the strife and they went homq/ﬁi
Some time after this another duel was fbught between Lieut Baxley
and capt Leonard théy fired some 6 or 8 shots apiece Lieut
Baxley got one shot the most cap Leonerds second forgot to cock
his pispol but Lieut Baxley misse@/§;conds interfered and tried

to recincile matters but nothing would or could be done satisfac-
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torily.and at it they went again. I believe the Bth shot Lieut
Bexleys bail struck cap Leonard in the corner of the eye near the
temple but did not kill him allthough 1t came verry near killing
him. Lieut Rexley had 32 ball holes through his clothes but did

not draw blood once Capt Leonerd was sutler for the fort he was

boarding with Lieut Baxley and wes a verry vasin wicked man and it

was for some bad language uused before Mrs Baxley that brought on

their<> troubles I believe there were one or two other chaianges
and I believe one of them exchenged shots and then made up and one
party theipr - secoﬁds made the parties settle or drop the matter :
as thlely said the cherges were too trifling to quarrel about

Lieut Baxley had got into a scrape the year before coming up

from St Louis—— with his Lady on bol[a]rd the columbia fur cos keell

boat they had got up some where about clarkesville when a diffi-
culty heppened between Lieut Baxley anq one of the clerks of the
company Lieut Baxley went into his wifes room to go to bed and
found this clerks shoes in there Lieut Bex went out and talked
to hur about 1t the clerk was about to take & glass of liquor
at the time but instead of drinking the liquor he threw it in
Lieut Baxleys face Lieut Baxley drew a pistol and shot the clerk
dead I believe stil[l1] it runs in my mind thaet he steb[bled him
with 2 knife Lieut B never lived a happy life with his wife and
finally they seperated and each took their own course for 2 liveli-
hood and shortly efter Lieut Bexl[lely was droped at the reduction
of the armny aftér the wer, and that was the last I heard of him
the Sussetons had treated the traders verry badley after they
heard thet the o0ld chefe had been imprisoned and had his arm cut
off they thought of course he would either die or be killed
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but they dare not kill eny of the traders they found the fort was
too close and too strong for them and thst col Snelling was deter-
mined to punish them for bad bonduct

After remali Inl[in]g ebout a month I packed up & few goods and
~ some powder and lead and sterted up the Misspi again thies time I
wag destined for Leaf Lake with two lerge bark cenus and four men
end Mr Peter Quinn for interpreter  there were quite a number of
chippewas in company they had been down on a visit the moskitoes
were terrible the men hed to wear mittens and had to keep smokes
in our canoes gll day and at night we were compelled to suround our
cemp with smoke in order to get some rest after ten days toil we
reached our place of destination Lesaf Leke aboﬁt 9 miles éast of
otter tail Lake We commencleld building on the east side of the
lake the lake has narrows in the middle the whole leke 1s sbout
three miles in length We bullt four houses in the form of a square
and left places for gates at each corner the loge and puncheons
were &al11 up agge%ere going on to make the floors out of puncheons |
when one morning\a chippewa came in and séid the Sioux had been to
otter tall leke a2nd killed 2 chippewa end his wife and the chippews
hed killed one 8ioux in the struggle for life the chippeweas all
started off to see what was done they found the chippewa and his
wife scelped and the Sioux wae set up nearby the chippewas and a
great deal of Indian trinkete thrown over him the chippewas as
soon a2s thlely got near the S8ioux they fired a volley into his body
end cherged upon the dead carcass snd scelped it and cut it to
piecés and done many disgraceful acts to the dead body the killing ,
of these chipnewas frightened them so that they ell moved off and

said thlely would not winter there so I had to pull up my stakes

and move down the river and commem({celd a new agein at the mouth
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of leaf river Leaf Lake 1s & place where oblﬁxﬁickson»pnd D.- Graham
once wintered for the North West fur company but tHEh were also
disturbed [by] both perties Sioux eand chippewes so they quit the
countery .

after moovuing [sic] down to the mouth of Leaf river I went
down to Fort Snelling to get my winters supplies for the winter/#
I hed to wait nearley a month before the boat arrived with the
winters supplies from St Louils I got my goods as soon as possible
and fixed up éome things for my ﬁife and boy'and left in companey
with Mr B. F. Baker the seasen was fér aﬁvanc[e]d end we did not
arrive at our wiﬁtering groundiuntil freezing weather and I had
to build My Baker hed built at €row Island during the summer =g
he had a2 house all ready to go into 2nd i had to go to work and
build I built 2 store house and a house for myself and inter-
preter My men wintered in a lodgé-made of polls and splif wood
~set upright pitching together at the top.and wide at the bottom

heré the Indieans brought me & young girl and the parents ;
went[e]d me to take her and live with her for the winter I put
them- of f they came again, finally.I consgnted end she lived
with me ebout 2 months and went off to make sugar as she said/%*
‘after a while she came back egain and staid a few days and went
away agsain

I hed a great struggle withfthe opbésition this winter they
watched me in every hole and corner they even made their men get
up into the forks of the trees in the coldest of weather and watcﬁ
us when we would be going out to the Indiene after . furs and 1if
they could possibly discover where we were gone or golng to they

would follow us and try to get the furse from tne Indians they
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kept this up 211 winter but it done them no good for I sold my goods
end made my packs notwithstanding the éreat efforts méde to breeske
us up or to run us off from the countery

' [eic]

We hed a verry deep snow in the winter of 1854A the winter
was verry severe 2 number of Indians oerisned amongst the Sioux
on the prairiee/;n the River Shiene the buff?lo had left the
country and the Indians could not follow tnemg'gie snow was too
deep they tried to meke their way back again to their winter
summer quarters or corn filelds they eat up all their horses and
dogs/ 8t111 th(ely hed not enough to bring them in end as they were
traveling along 1ﬁ the snow they would fall down and there stay as
of suffering they were to week for tb‘get up again and those that
could keep up did not think enough of those that hed fallen to
perigh to help them up Self preservation wes all the go and go
ahead wae their determination-— but finalley they had to go to
eating each other they got so far gone they had to come to this

When one would fall down dead allmost they would freeze in a few

7

§ ot

minuteq/ﬁhen some one coming on behind would cut off 2 1limb and
at night would cook and eat it some fortey perished——about 200
got into their summer residence where they had corn one woman
got down as far as Fort Snelling, crazey and she was allways
hankering after human flgsh and when the children would be playing
aﬁout she often would say what fine fat children as soon [as]
the children were told who and what she was they were all afraid
of hur and would run and hide themselves when th(ely saw the crazy
woman & coming ‘finﬁl}e one day she attempted to swim the Minne-
sic

sota river and droenquin the attémpt

during the winter I made one journey down to Mr Bakers at the

mouth of the crow Wing river here I saw a deserter that had run
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away from Fort Snelling he hed frozen his feet and could not welk
end in talking about mattere of the world I found that he wes a
universslist and we had & long talk on the subject of rellgion
which I suppose done neither of us any good for I told him in the
end I should not like %o trust h1m to raise a child of mine he
retorted back in the same way,so I droped the subject and went to
bed and earley 1n the morning I was off for home it is a hard
deys walk from Crow Wing'to the mouth of Leaf river

We carried out the winter by going with a party of chippewas
to visit & Sioux camp 2 long days Jjurny the Sioux came over first
to see the chippewas the chippewas returned with the Sioux to
their camp and some of the traders went in the traine to help them
make . peace We found the Sioux camped near the waters of the
chippewa river in number about 100 lodges or about 500 sould we
staid with the Sioux one day and two nights counciling and feas%ing
and made nesce to be broke the first good opportunity that should
offer We left the Sioux camp for home came to the chippewa cemp
and stoped over night the next mornlinjg we got home esgain end
welted for spring so we could make our packs and start down the
river agein in the meantime I sent Mr Quinn my interpreter over
to Lake Traverse where Mr McKenzie lived about five days journeyj$

he took two dogs and train and one chippewa Indian and started/ﬁ’

he was gone 12 days and brought back some powder that I had sent him

for about the middle of april the ice begen to move the Indians
had all left for Leech lake to meake sugar

We were all alone and gquite lonesome and the moment the ice
would permit we were off, t;th about 30 packs. 1in a few days

we all arrived safe at home/Near fort Snelling<— as I passed the

fort seme of the officers hailed me and asked me if I hed seen any
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Sioux Indians I seid no the& said they had thought of sendliing
a man up the Mississippl to inform us of.some trouble thlely had
with the Sious Indians there had been 2 party of chippewas Hole
in the day chief to see the commending officer and to trade sugar/#'
they were camped below the fort in bottom some fifty in all men
women end children the Sioux had visited them day after day and
the Ghibpewas had feasted them on sugar until thle ]y were filled
and gave them some to carry home with them one evening a parcele.
of young men had been to the chippewa camp feasting and dancing/@%
When they rose to depart when they got out side of the lodge one

of the Sioux blowed a2 whistele when they 2ll1 wheeled and fired into
the chippewa lodges and ran off it was dérk so no person followed
them at one fire.theyc:wounded nine of the chippewas but fortu-
natelly] [none] were killed but some was thought would not survive
the night they were all tasken up to the council house end leid

on the floor the blood stood in lerge puddles all about the

floor the surgeon of the fort dressed all the wounds and Col
Snelling mede them as comfortable as he could for the night and in
the morni[nlg tnlely were all taken into the fort where they were
out of danger from the Sioux in' the morning Col Snelling ordered
all the Sioux to come into council a fewlof them came in but the
pfinciple men did not come in they knew pretty well well [gig]
that some of them would be taken as hosteges until the others that
fired on the chippewas were brought in and thlely would not come

in but rather prepar[e]d for resistance the Col ordered two
compan([i]es of sold[i]Jers out with officlelrs and our 1nterpreter/ﬂ7
the Indians ran and hld themselves in the grass at last thlely

came upon a perty of them up at Lands End thlely were ordered
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to sarrender but th(el]y refused saying the col would kill them Bad
Hail the o0ld orator and principél soldgféfbf the nation told the
interpreter if he put his hands on him he would shoot him the
Interpreter had two companies to back him up and pushed forwerd and laid
hold of Ead Hall the most prominent Indian of a2ll the bands the
soldiers steped rite up with the officers and Mr Basd Hell was con-
fined When the Indisns saw this thlely did not know what to do

and kept retreating finelly the officers managed so gg?garound

about a dozen of them mostly chiefs and breves and closed in on

them and made them prisoners when the Indiense saw this thlely

gave up and ceme in and all marched down to the council house./”‘

stil thlely could not get them into council they were fearful
of a trap the agent Major L. Teliaferro told them as long as
his flag was flying overvtheir heeds thlely should not be hurt #
So after much parljing thlely consented to go into council When
thely 211 got in a large build(i]ng full (ah) says the col I have
got you now 1in.a low tone volce<~the Indians commenc [e Jd by
Justifying themselves thlely complained that the chippewss ﬁere
allways the aggressors after making s peace the chippewas were
the first to break 1t  the chippewas sald the same of the Sioux/#
So 1t went back and forth and it was found that the Indians could
not settle their difficulties themselves neither did the agent

end col agree as to what was the best policy to pursue in the
settlement of this difficulty amongst them finally col Snelling
took the whole thing into his own hends and went at at [sic] it

in earnest he told the Indiens he was a going to keep some of

them a8 hostages folr] three dayvs and at the end of three days if

the party was not brought in that had done the mischief he would
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hang the hostages this made them hang their heads they appealle]d
to their agent MajJor L. Taliaferro the agent told the col he had
prom(i]sed them protection as long as thlely were under his flag/ﬁ
Well says the col I cen easily obviate that énd went out and had
the flag puled down and when the Indiane saw that thlely made loud
complaints of injustice the col told thgm he was nbt a going to
allow them to come right here under the guns of the fort and commit
murderr;twith impunity then run off and cut up as thlely pleassed
then laughf at the white people and call them cowards &c &c Now
.'says the col I am a golng to stop as much of this kind of work as
possible the Indians gaid it was & band of foolish boys that
done the mischief and offered 20 horses to settle the matter No
sald the col<> you see that blood all over the floor if your
people had of been shot that wey would you have sold your blood
for o pércel of poor olde horses No saagg%%%e.ggl you never
would of stoped crying for blood 1n'returg/£§fe for 1life you would
have asked end I shell do the same and picked out some 6 or 8
chiefs and braves and told them to go to the guard houlee] T =
and sent the other Indians off tggi%ant up the murderers

The Indians raised a pesrty of braves and went in search of
the demredator%/%g[é]y at the end of threle] days brought in two
of them and said the rest had ran off and thej could not find theq/?
the col was not satisfied and sald he must have some more so the
Indians started egain 1in two days they returned and said the
rogues hed fled the countery and thlely could not get them the
col said he must have another so one of the braves turned over
his brother that had been chapged with having been seen with the
party that fired on the chippewas but 1t was found out after

waprarde [eic] thet this Indien was not with the perty when thlely
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fired upon the chippewas

A.nag. a. nsh. Jee.1s the name of the man that gave up his
brother of Little Sixes Band of Sioux col Snelling ordered a
serjeant and e guard to take the three Sioux and march them out
from the Fort about & querter of 2 mile and 2l1so ordered the chippe-
was out to shoot them which act they performed verry willingley/%
the Sioux were place[d] some fifteen paces off from the chippewas/%
the first fire 2 of the Sioux fell one waes mbrtally wounded but
sterted to run but another shot from the chippewas brought him down/%
So the chippewas took the bodies of the three Sioux and threw them
into the Mississippi and a2ll went home &8s quiet as if nothing had
'happened this asct of col Snellings struck terror into the the [sic]
Sibux nation and it humbled the Sioux down so that there was no
more trouble with them for meny years from the Mississioppl to the
Missouri col Snelling was blemed by many of the friends of the
Sioux firstley because no chippewas had died of their wounds and

2d

1y becaumse thlely said that col Shelllng hed no suthority to take
the 1ife of any one and thlely stigmatized him as a murderier]/%
then otherslgaid again that col Snelling had donle] right and that
by that he no doubt would save the lives of many Indisns and some
whites alsd for when Indiens formerly had committed murder they
would be taken.before the courﬁs the result would be an acquital
for the want of witness[es],and I am willing to join with those %a
upholding col Snelling as I have lived to see the ‘effects of his
rule while he was command[ilng officer at Fort Snle]ll [i]Jng and
must say by the col order(ilng the three Sioux to be shot the act

has savel[d] many a 1life from brutsl murder and Sioux remember it

to this day and stil talk about the matter with a verry subdued
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tone when thlely speak of it amongst themselves

after spend[i]ng about 2 month I mede preperations for the
cHiilppewa countery again by this time [I] began to get tired of
the countery both on aceount of the poor 1iv[iIng and hard labor
required to keep up the trade and es I could not teke my wife with
me I was determined it should be the last time I would winter with
the chippewes So I got ready and started in compalnly with Mr
Baker again this time I had to go to & new place and bulld again //z
this wes at Leech Lake the head of the southern fork of the Mis-
éissippi We went in to the countery by the way of gull lake and
made portagés from one lake to an nother until we reached our piace
of destination wher[e] I went to work and built on the point of
land mek[iJng in from the south and I belliJeve is an island and
I should think there were ten thousand acres of land in it the
northern most point of this island reaches neer to the middle of
the lake, which is about thirty miles long

on my way up the Mississippi I got sick with some kind of
féver I hed but 1little medicene a2nd I d4id not get well for a
month as soon as my house was up I started down for my goods for
the winters trade We had to wait a long time for the keel boat
with our goods and it was late in fall before we got 1into the
countery with our goods the Indians most of them had taken their
winter credits and gone off to hunt had it not been that I met
some of them on the Mississipnl as I was going up and made some
credits I should not got any Indians to hunt for me this winter
at alyﬂgs soon as I arrived we had to go to fishing as the traders
and Indians all have to live on fish and potatoes through the

winter we caught about 2000 Telebee a species of white fish only
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much smaller weighing from a half to one pound aplece we run a
knife throough [sic] the tail of the fish and put ten on a stock
and hang them up heed down-wards to dry in this way thlely keep
fresh and éood all winter this is our bread and meat for about

8 months of the year the distance is so great and our cenoes so
small that we cannot carry any more provisions some Times we

cén get a little wild rice from the Indisns wiiich 1s quite a re-
lief for a change of diet once in a wille 2 sacks or one one [sic]
barrel of flour was all that any of us could take for our wintef
supply here we dragged out 2 long tedious winter most the time
fishing for a2 living We used to cut holes thrloJugh thevice
about three feet thick and set our nets by means of a long poll/?
Wwe would cut holes with axés until we came tovthe water then we
used an ice chisel this is about 2 feet long made of iron bevelled
on one side and a little crook in the other end and lashed< to
handle or poll about 6 feet long With this instrument the bottom
of the hole made large and the holes are made nearly as far apart
as the poll isblong and the net is tied to one end of the long
poll and pushed along under the 1ice énom one=— hole to snother
until they get to the length of the net which generally 1is about
180 feet but when the net is floated and tne sinkers it does not
measure not more than half that distance as the net when set has
to be pulled 2bout one half so as to give the fish a chance to
play and this keeps them from break[i]jng the meshes verry muc?/%v
the pike or pickersl are verry herd on the nets there numerous
and long sharp teeth cut a2 great meany holes in the net but the
fish{1ilng in the winter is a cold and poor business Sometimes

in the morning we do not get more than one fish som[eltimes none
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atal sometimes five or gix  When there 1s no fish the poor-dogs
heve to suffer of which most every trader in the north have a traig/#
In Leech Lake there are & few white fish that will weigh from 10
to 15 %8 put tHfy are scarse the Dorra or Pike are verry abun-
dant in March., the traders and Indians set their nets in the air
holes in the lake and large quantities of them are taken at this
season of the year this species of fish are hunting for places
to spawn and it is generally shoal water and grassy bottoms & it
sults them. also they find small fish about these air holes and
thlely spawn end find their food all at the same place one net
frequentley loads a dog sled with this species of fish every.morn—
ing.

ebout the first of May the Indians most of them are in from
thelr spring hunts. they kill from 4 to 800 musk rats some timesb
one or two otters a beaver or two &a few mink a few coon-— some
times a bear skin makes & good hunters spring hunt, <worth from
one to two hundred doliars. |

Mr Rousan ah 0old canadilaln who was trading there for the
amedﬂcan fur company told me he was there when Lieut 2. M; Pike
cemle] up to Leech Leke in the winter 1814 & 15 and found a British
flag flying and ordéred his soldiers to shoot it down. he says
the soldiers fired several shots but could not bring it down Mp
Rousan said he ordered the Indians to try their skill at shooting
and thely] fired onley a few shots before the flag fell to the
ground : :

Whilst I wes waiting here for the ice to break up in the lake
2 of my men deserted me and went off to Red river which made made
[sic] me short of hends fo take my canoes out the distance beeing

ebout 5 or 6 days travel by the river
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at last about the 20 of May 1827 the ice gave way to the force
of the wind and the heat of the sun and in a few days we were afloat
under way for Fort Snelling again the first day we crossed the
lake and passed by the old wintering ground near the outlet of the
lake this point hed been used for a long time by thé North west
company for a trading post end this ies the noted place where their
flég was shot down by Lieut Z.M. Pike it must have required a
great deal of energey and perceverance on the part of that officer
to have reasched that poet 1in the winter without snow shoes or
mockasins the distance beeing about 250 miles through a thick
forest of pines gnd under brush with thick heavy shoes which became
verry sllpery in welking in the snow and they froie hard in the
feet and the feet are allways cold and frequently the men got
frosfed We moved on down into the river and encamped for the
night the next dey we worked all day in the serpentine_course of
the river the grass beeing higher than our heads we could not
see out‘gny distence from the canoes in the evening we came to
the Po.Keg a Ma in the chippewa tongule] a2 fall in the Mississippi/#'
here the river 1s not more than 20 yards wide and rushes through
between two rocks one from each side of the river the pitch or
fapid is e2bout 4 Or'S feet and in the middle and at the bottom of
the shoot is a iarge boulder and the whole river dashes on to this
rock end divides the stream and it reunites below the rock again/#
the traders all have to land here and make a portage and carry
their goods about fifty yérds round to the still water below the

rapids Somle ] fraders had landed one day coming down and all hsad

landed except one small bark canl[o]e with only one man in it he

was noticeing some thing on the shore and before he noticed he was
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drawn into the suck of the repids an[d] in an instant more he wes
.against the big rock below hies cenoe went down sidle Jwise and
struck about half way or middle of the canlole and broke square in
two  one helf went [on] esch side of the rock and the man flolta]ted
to shore in one helf of the cenoe and his load in the other half
all wet the rest of the company hed 2 great laugh at the man for
- his ducking and the great fright he got in going over the fall

without thinking of.what he was doing or where he wasvgoing'ﬁs_

*in the spring of 1855 we had the highest water that was ever
known in fhis countery and in the commenc[eJment of the winter of
1854 = large body of iqez:::23> broke off from tne fall of Sali Int
Anthoney and cloglgled up the chennel and water rose about 20 feet
end xept breakipg the ice and foréing it along before the rise and
rush of Wateg/gg the time 1t reached 1yéx14as frightful to iook
at but as soon 28 the flow had passed the’fort it got vent by a
channel—= that flowed into the Minnesota river but in passing the
fort 1t carried off a long wash house belonging to the fort and a
man in 1%t the man and wife had both got out but the man thought
of his watch and [went] sfter it but the rise of water was so
sudden that 1t raised the house that wase made of solid hewed logs
bodily up end floated some distance before it came to pieces and
the man thet was carried off in it was never heard of or founq/ﬁ
the flow passed off down sbout a mile

on & little prairie on the east bank lived a trader by the
name of Farribault they hed been notified from the fort of the
bresking up of the ice and thlely made their escape to the opposite
side of the river but down there the water<=did not rise high

| enough to injure their houses but the following spring the water

_[B. The nerrative from thie point to the second parasgraph on page 93
// wes written on a2 sepsrate sheet sttsched to page LL0 of the manuscript.

e

1t was inserted after the 10th line from the bottom of manuscript page 112, ]
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rose from the melting of the snow which was that winter from 3 to
4 feet deep Mr Farribaults house was entirely swept away but he

had used precaution and moved ell his effects to the west side of

P

the riveg/g% Red river of the north-——the water was so high that
the river overflowed its benks for 30 miles on each side of the
river and the people many of them hed to live on rafts for seversl
days before boats could carry them to dry land and i1t was reported
t hat they could not find & good landing until thlely reached
Turtle Moﬁntains the inhebitants lost their all and had to com-
menc[egéigjnew agein the Hudsons bay fur company sent to the
States and purchased cattle, horses and sheep and sold them to

the colonists to commence acnew again but quite a number of them
left there esnd ceme over to the Unlted States and settled for

life the driving these cattle across to red river was the cause
of the Sioux chiefs loosing one of his arms at fort snell¥2“

We soon got our loads carrite]d round and floated on down to
Sandy leoke, the next day. We stoped onley a few moments the
clerks of the american fur company had became dissatisfied with
thelr employers and wished to leave them and join the columbia fur
company and gave me 8 letter to that effect which I promised to
lay before the compeny and and [sic] done so on my arrival at our
depot Lends End neer Fort Snelling we passed sandy lske the

- [chippewas?]
next day passed the houses of Mr Oaks and chpws A<= near ceedar
leke thel[y] hed all left for Mackinaw with tiheir furs and to
get a new supply for the winter
from here we went to pine river and camped for the Pine river

P

is a rout that light canoes travel to go to Leech lakqﬁglso Willow

‘

[?. The narrative from the asterisk on page 92 to this point-is;

written on a seperate gheet attached to pege 110. of the manuggrith
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river 1s traveled for that purpose but loaded canoces cannot travel
theese route 28 the water is tol[o] shosl and rapid the second
day we came to crow wing hear [sic] we heard of Genl Jacksons
election we found Mr Baker had been gone seversl days so we flost
ed on down in a day and & half to Fort Snelling found all well
and the packs pretty much 21l msde ready to gship to St Louils a
steamboat came to our depot and took the furs . the first steamlelr
that ever ceme that far up the Minnesota in 1827 although there
hed been 3 or 4 to Fort Snelling. the first wes in the spr(ilng
of 1823 a sterﬁ wheeler, the nam[e] I do not now recollect, from
cincinnati with supplies for the fort et this time all the
provislons were brought from there for all the troops dn the
Miseissippl and we used to get the best of flour for &5 pr bl and
88 for prime nork after all thé‘packs were off the partners of
fhe company<>s got together and had & little council of what was
to be done the following year

I told them for one thet I was agoing to quit the Chippewa
countery as I had been there three years starving half the timq/#
some one else must take my plece for a while No one made any
reply Some othér business wes transacted also a proposition to
sell out came up and it wes agreed that if the agent Mr McKenzie
could sell for enough to cleer us from debt for to do so by this‘
time we had nwumfd a vefry heevy debt oﬁr outfite on on [glg]
the Missourl had been verry expensive end our whole debt was now

#
about 100,000 So Mpr McKenzie sold oug/;he american fur compeny

agreed to take all the goods we had left at cost and give us the
Missouril trade they to furnishe the goods aﬁd we were to get one

third of the profit the two perties went to work and took an
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inventory of stock and found that we did not pay our debts to Messrs
Powels by several thousand dollars this dissatisfied the most of
the partners to think that Mr McKenzie had sold out to such a dis-
advantage also Messrs Powels had allmost stoped business on
account of this heavy debt that we owed them but Mr McKenzigéi%id
mede the bérgain and seid he wee a golng to stick to it So the
rest of us all backed out except Mr W® Laidla@/g@ they two Scotch
men took the americean fur companys offer and the rest'of ug wvere
left to grub for ourselves five in number . We hed labourd and half
starved for fdur yeers snd had run the smer[ilcen fur compes(nly

so herd that thlely were gled to come to some kind of an arrange-
ment— but we may say our four yeers hardships and labor went to
the benefit of Mr McKenzie and Leidlaw end off they stearted for

the Missouri'countery :

My brother remeined within Powels clerking agailn Mr Lamont
went into business with his brother in Saint Louls and died abé[u]t
two yearé after. he left a dLaJughter ﬁncared for Mr Leldlaw
came round this wey to go to Missouri to see about some private
matters of his and Mr McKenzies When he arrived we fired him a
selute from a swivel té;iﬁg had that belonged to our keel boat gﬁx
full loads we fired end e squib for the agent of the Columbia fur
comp[alny for the honor of selling us out in the manner he di%/%
My—gself Mr Jeffryes Mr Renville and Mr Tillton were alllout of
employment Mr Tillton got into business with one Mr Parker in
the lead business at galena  Mr Renville got an sssortment of
goods from the American fur company and Mf Jeffryes went with him
a8 clerk in the Indian trade at Lacquiparles— So they had all

got into business but myself
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I was left on the bank of the river my self and wife and one
child howevelr] I had been up in the summe[r] to Leech Lake and
brought away what few goods that were left there and turned them
over to the company the Indiens all over the countery 1ooked
verry sad over the events that had taken place and said théy would
starve end freeze Mr McKenzie never offered me 2 place as clerk
or interpreter or any other position or place in the new business
he was about to enter into although I worked and starved to my
“hearts content for three years for the compsny—> So when the
compeny [was] takeing an account of stock I ssked Mr McKenzie for
some powder and léad to leave with my wife and child as I had to
go some where and find some kind of empl[o]lyment With some hesi-
tation Mr McKenzie let me have & few pounds of powder and lead/gé
So thlely two went into the Missouri trade and in a few years they
made some fifty thousand dollargc apiece Mp Laidlaw quit.the
trade and settled at Fort Legvenworth end in & few years after es
well as Mr Jeffryes and Mr Renville and my brothler] died=— some
years since aléo Mr Lemont. Mr Tillton I'believe is also dead So
there'is only Mr McKenzie and myself still living of the old
coulumbia‘[sic] fur company

after all hadeleft and ail the goods been remdved from Lands
End to the emerican fur companys étore I had to start and it so
happened that the steam-boat Josephine came up to Fort Snelling
with supplies for the forq/go I shiped for St Louis where my
brother was livgﬁézﬁgssE:hggyels. i1t made me feel sad gade,to
think and review the pequin five years that I hed been there I
had formed the acquaintance of most all the officerls] in the fort

(to]

‘and all the traders of the countery - and 1eav%ﬂgo amongst strangers
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end nothing before me but the cloth[e]s I hed on Everyothing
looked gloomy and'then agaln to leave my Indien wife and boy was
another thing that troubled me much as I could not leave them ﬁell
provided for the company beeing in debt I could not get aney-
thing from that source and had taken nothing for three years but
berely enough to to [sic] keep me from suffering in the winter
and what I did get- was of the most common kind and were not fit
to go into decent compalnly ﬁﬁhe boat wlas] getting ready to be
off I went and bid the old woman & goodby and left hur with hur
parents and went énd embarked the clerk of the sutler store
celled é;;gne side and asked me if I had any monlely I told him
no 8o he took ten dollers and ga&?jgaying you are travell[i]ng
amongst strangers and you mey want & little this was an aéf of
‘kindness st the hends of Mr. H. K. Ortley the dlerkvof the sutlers
store at Fort Snelling which I felt deeply to eppreciate and
asxed another favor of him-— that was if [he] heard of my wife
end childs beeing in want of provisions at any time to let them
have some he promised to do so 28 he had at one time thought of
getting my wife when she was a girl but he_would not promise to-
mar(rly hur for life  this the old folke did not like and would

not letc the daughtlelr marry under those circumstances to be

kept a few years and then caét off with three or four children

so Mr Ortley did not get hur

the boat was ready and off we saille]d and I took s last look
at the land I loved anéi:gpearfejd more like my native land and
home by 2 long residence in it than the one I had left to the East
in the state of New York Phelpstown ontarid county I shook hands

with my old friend Mr Ortley and long shall I rememblelr the time
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when he sliped the ten dollar bill on the state bank of Missouri
imto my hend and I thought of the old proverb a friends= in time of
need is a friend indeed The lived at fort Snellihg:- 4 or 5 years
left 2 or three children went to St Louis set up a large grocery
store but died in 2 or 3 years after

the bell rang and the boat pessed slowley over the bar at
Mendota which ga?e us time to view the olq place where we hed
often assembled to see Indien dances 2nd to.trade Indialn] curi-
osities after we got under way I found that col Snelling was on
board the boat 2nd femily going East and to Washington the col
was to settle hie accounts and wnilet there he took sick and dled

Nothing transpired on our rout.from Fort Snelling to st Louis
onley thet I hired ouﬁ to the captain of the éteamboat as clerk
at twenty dollafs pr month but I had to stand watch half the
night and the captain the other half of the night We arrived all
safe and sound at S' Louis ag%in] found my brother well and was
principel bookkeeper in the Mes;jPowels dry goods store as I hed
~got emplovment on the steamboat in the daytime I had to be at the
boat allways in daytime either receiving or unlola]ding freight
and it was onley in the evening that 1 could'get & chance to stroll
about the cittey a little while in the evening with my brother

thely] made regular trips from St Louis to Gelena the water
was verry lpw on Fhe Rock Island and Desmoin rapids and we had hard
work to get ovés/giequently had to lighten the steamboat with é.
keel boat by .taking the frelght from the steamer and takeing to
shore and leaving a part, then moove sahead with a part of the
freight until we found deep water when we would put the freight
into the steamer again bﬁt whencever freight was left on the shore

#
I had to stay and watch 1@/50 betwixt three duties that I had to
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perform clerking stand[ilng watch on the boat half the night and
watching the freight on shorgiionﬂsd out in about two months /*
frequentley I would take hold and help load leasd in [orlderr [glc] thst we
could keep up our regulsr trips this wes verry hard work to

handle pigs of lead for one or two hours at a time-—was verry
streinilnlg on the hends and arms but I was careful with the

frelght and never had to pay for any but once end that was some

furs that wes stolen by the barkeepeg/gibut Tfiftey dollars worth

the bost had to pay for .

We worked hard all the fall runlnling from St Louis to Galena
and the boat made ebout -two thousand dollsrs  capt Clark owned
e commanded the boat finalllly the ice commenced ruﬁhing and
ﬁe*quit the trade to Gelena and laid up a few days in 8% Louis
and painted the boat and repaired her machinery some and took in
freight for New orleans mostly bulk meat or pork in pieces and
gome lard and honey So we got a full freight but there were so'
many boats in that trade we had to carry freight'verry cheap and
our boat being small diéd not pay verry well to work cheap on small
freights on our way down we got aground twice and had to uhload
twice this was hard work—and we had to work -night and dey for

the ice was not far behind us and we were fearful if the ice over

took us it would cut our boat to pieces in a short time hoﬁever
we got cllelar and rah into the bank one morning in a fog and got
in amongst a plalrcel of snags and loge afloest here we expected
to be lost every minuet but the snags were old and rotten and
gave way when the boat flo[alted into on to [sic] them the
wheeles of the steamboat ha® got full of roots and even whole

trees roots and all had got fastened to us end it took us helf en

’
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hour to get clear from them »by»this time the fog had cleared off
a 1little and we could see that the river was full of old dead -trees
flola]ting down with the current at a vemy rapid rate the watér
was verry high  the water was out of its banks most 2ll thy [sic]
way from the mouth of the Ohio to New orleans by this time I

was prettey well tired out not only stand[i]ng watch half the
night=— I hed to get up every time the boat landed to wood or teke
in freight or passengler]s /gg I was clerk<_ the captein would

not have any thing to do with the sccounts My rest beeing broken
g0 much it made me sick but I stuck to my place and before we got
down we got into another pile of‘logs in a large eddy in a fog in
the night I think we were two hours getting out of this scrape/#
et last we arrived safe et New Orleans and we were informed that
the water had never been known so high it wes only about 2 feet
below the level I felt verry unwell but went [to] work and got
out part of the freight the barkeeper— had been ashore and
returned and said there was s ball this evening close by So they
all captain along agreed to go to the beall I felt unwell and
did not care about going so I agreed to stay and keep watch
i:%/#but it appeers that the bar keeper had looked for en oppor-
tinlity to-get all hands off of the boat so he could steazl some of
the freight send his plan worked verry well for after‘all hends

of the boat had got to dancing they thought nothing of the boat
until near morning and I was left 211 al[lone] nearley 211 night

and got so sleepy that I got sound a=sleep in my chair and no doubt
the bar keeper was ﬁatching me all the time to see 1f I got to
sleep go he could pl[iJllage some of the freight and his plan worked

but well for the next mornliing there was a barrel of lard missing
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the captein whel[n] he cound it out commenc[e]d swearing and 1
cursing me and said I had not sttended to my duty in watching the . ‘
boat I told him I could not watch above eand below at the same
time well he sald 1f you hed not went to sleep you could have
heard them in taking a barrel of lerd from the boat I asked him
why he aliowed e2ll the boat hends to leave the boat and be gone
all night he seid he he [sic] did not know all the hands were
going to leave the boat and said I ought to have told him that
thlely were all golng to the perty but this all were excuse to
throw the blame on me for he knew all the hands were 8ll asbsent
from the boat for thlely were all at the ball where [he] was
dsnc[1]lng all night I told.the owner— of the freight how it was
and he was satisfied that the captein was all together to blame in
the matter end said he would make the captain pay for the lard

and done so by deducting the smount out of the frl[e]ight which made

quite a hole in the frlelight bill  the capt was mad at me and did
not speak to me for three deys but the bar keeper got off clear with
the lerd which cost the captain about 30 this was the second pull
for the bar keeper mekelng $80 dollers in one trip he got out of
the captein by stealing

this same men came near ruining the captein once before he
got mad at'oﬁe of the engineers one dey and set the enjine agoing
when we were takeing on wood one day and gave i1t a2 full head of
steam and the way that old mLa]cninery flew for a few moments wes
wonderful/éhe fly wheel[l] which weighed about two tons went so
fast we could not see 1t and it is & wonder it did not fly all
to pleces and kilf some persons on the bosat the engineer heard

it and ran from the table a2t breskfasst and shut off the steam a
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fortunate circumstance that nothti]ng was broke and no one'hurp/#
the captein tackled the bar keeper and gave him a terrible cursing
and thaet wes the last of 1%t }ﬁ%he captaiﬁ had got into a scrape
coming down which like to have all in the cabin into trouble 1t[sic]
'C%/% a woman hed teken passage for New orleans where hur parents
lived her parents were 28 respec[t]able femily end belong to one
of our religoué socieitgglggn good stand[i]lng but the deughter had
becom[e] wild and profligate (too often the cese in citties) end
ren away from home and went to st Louis Some of hur friends found
her out and persuaded her to return to-her parents and she consented
- and went in $he our boat the captain had found out who she was
and wes Xnown to leave his berth and go to this womans and was ac-
cused of it by some of the passengers this made‘him mad and he
accucsed me and others in the cabin of wstching him and circulating
lies about him I:told [him]_he wes mistaken so fer as I was
concerned he went 211 round the boat but could get no satisfac-
tion on the subject and the thing droped where 1t was commendcedd
three days after the ceptain told us he ﬁas going up red river
s thely] had no boats that season there wes some freight for the
upper pert of the Red river he handed me & check on one of the
bankes 2nd told me to go end eeilees and get the mon[ely for the
freight of our.trip down I went to the bank and got it all in
silver and put it into & shot bag and was walking along by one of
the chain gengs working on the levee one says to me 1if [I] could
meet you alone somewhere with that bag you would not keep it long
he seid I thenked him for the compliment and told him I was glad
to see he was safe enough and that I did not fear him in the way he

was fixed fthere he laughed end went on about his work
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We got in our freight and left the cittey for Natehitoches on
the red river of the South  Went on verry well until we got into
the Red river one day our skifft broke loose = we came near beeing
blowed up by one of the englineers Wnilst we were working to get
the skift the enjineer -~ = held on 21l steam end it was escaping
at‘a fearful rate from the safety valve I wals] fearful of danger
and ralsed the vaelve 2 little to let off some of the steam that was

fore[ilng the boillers terribly We could see the steam flying from

most every joint'or eplicle] the captailn] scolded me for reising

the sefety valve and I would scald somle]body We had also a largle] -

[boat ]
flator broad horn es thlely are term[e]d on the lower Mississippl

in tow and kept onto work helpling to get the skift to 1ts place and
the flet boat wend[?] some new lashings the engineer held on to
all stesm and I discovered there was something the matter with him'#
I went and told the ceptain that the enginele Jr would blow us eil
‘up very soon if he d4id not go end see to him the capt started¢¢3»
but before he got to the engine & plece burst out of the steamcplpe
stesmenipe [sic] as lerge as 2 mens finger and 1t made all hande
scat?er the steam flew with so much force that no one could
approach near enough to do ény thing to stop the leak . the capt

wag now glad to gg%i%ge opportunity to let off steam through the
safety valve and by so doing let off enouglh] so that we got a plece
of copper plate and three or four doubles of canvess and a étrong
cord and lashed the copper and linen on over the hole and stoped the

[boat]
leak 1f we had of got blown up and thquunk if we had not have

been killed by the steam we should have been drown[e]d,ﬁi
~———the Mississippl was so high that that [eic] 1t becked the water

up in Red river 90 mil[e]s and the mouth of the river was about 30
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miles wide so there was no possibility of escéping a watery grave
and 211 must have perished for what for the fault of one men
/#C::mhe engineer had been 1indulging verfy strongly in New orleans
and had got the delirium tremons and wes perfectiy out of his head
at the time and came so near blowing us 2ll in- %o eternitey how-.
ever providence over ruled the disaster and we got safeley under
way esgain and went on up a2 plece further and took in a wodow [sic]
women and some slaves in the night,/fﬁey sai[d] thlely had been a
e [gic] week on a raft the whole country was flooded with water /#
We went on and found a éteam boat Robert Burns aground

by this time we had got above the flood of the Mississippl
and found the banks of the ﬁed.river‘about fifteen feet above
water the weathér was very m;ld-and plelalsent the fact of see-
ing nice high and dry banks once more was gratify(iing to the eyes
end body for we had been about 15‘days sailing about in this high
water snd could not scarseley find dry ground enough to land the
steamboat on ‘ |

the Robert Burns lay in the channel and we could not pass
until she got off So we laid th[e]rel[the] balance of the day
and e part of the next when the Burns got off and as she pessed
ue missed us and that was all and went off

We had a passenger on;board a kind of trader he had com[e]
all the way from St Louis with us and is one that the captain had
accused of watching his movements about the lady cabin passeﬁger
before refer[reld to he hed purchased with the captain som[e] _
20 perrels of whisk[ely from a little boat trading up and [dJown
"~ the Mississipp?iner this laden our steam boat so that we had

much trouble to get along the river was narrow and crooked and
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full of snagé we got up to Alexandria and got off some of our load
and went on a little better for one day when the water got very
shoal again and one place was barely wide enough to let the boat
through ‘

We had now been about a week out and had got out of provisions
‘énd we had,mﬁch trouble in getting such supplies from the inhabi-
tants aes the boat wanted for the inhabitants lived mostley on hominy
and the negroes the same our feir weather turned into raining
the ceptain and Mr Gray hired a couple of horees and went up to
Natchifoches a distance of about 30 miles by lend énd told me to
work elong up as well é&s I-could after we got off— for we were now
aground With much hard pulling we got off but there were so many
snags that we maede slow progress :
i:::/ff rained all night and all day the next day 1t it [sic]
gslackened up a2 little and the capt and Mr Gray camle] back again/”¢
1t set into raining about dark and it actually came down (in]streams /#
in the mornilnlg it slackened up a little and the water hadiéommenc-
leld fising so we got under way and got up to Natchitoches and a
hard trip we hed of 1t

the Red river of the South resemblés the Minnesota river verry
much in width depth and serpentin(e] course and leighth of banks but
the.timb[e]r is different the great~cipress trees laden with moss
hanging from the top to the ground and the dry land is not more than
half a2 mile wide and from that to a mile where it terminates in
those cipress swamps the falrlms for sugar and cotten ere from a
half to one mile wide s2long the benks of the rivers

the first night we arrived the pilot went ashore and got up a

8penish fandango ball this was something I wanted to see having



106 .

heard e great deal about the SBpanierds I wented to see them perform
g0 the ceptain ordered some one to keep watch eand we gll went the
boats crew-— most of them join[eld in the dance = the old Spanish
women end one or two olertle]l roons women and about & dozen men for
the ball a2 verry good sample of the inhabltants of the place the
women had tortilloes a mixture of flour and corn meall made into
emell rolls then rollled] up in cane'leaves and boiled the Bpanish .
were buying them I supposed 1t was somethli jng good and purchssed
half e dozen and thought I would try them and of all the insiped
things that I ever tasted were these tortilloes the Spanish
appeared to be verry fond of them
:ii?/fhey had a 1ittle lep dog run(nJing about the floor where
tnlely were e danc[inlg end barking and I commenc[e]d feeding him
the tortilloes after while the pilot camerto me and told me the
Spanish were mad at me for feeding the tortilloes to the dog they
took it as en insult to their mode of cooking and told me to stog/%
I threw the balance that I had in my hends and took up my'hat and
walked awey down to the boat and left them to dance and eat their
‘tortilloes to themselvlels I never saw a more vulgar looking little
company then had got together to have what they called a2 ball the
boats crew danced nearley all night

the next morning we went to work to unload the boat and went
on very well got nearly helf out before breakfast <> wes call[ed]/%
I turned to go to to [sic] breskfast and saw one of the men rolling
a hogshead of sugsar ?n ajplank algne I spoke to him and told him
not to attempt to roofi%he hogshead of sugar out alone<— but he
persisted 1n doing 1t I remonstrated and told him he would let

it into the water O no<= he sald and went on and sllmost out
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when the hogshead of sugar took & cant and over it went into the
river one end on dry land and the other wet 1t was rolled out [as]
soon &8 possible but it was spolled it was full of water and in
a few minutes it was 8ll molasses and commencleld runlnling out/#‘
the captain comhenc[e]d swear[ilng at me and wanted to know why I
let thet man roll the sugar into the river I told him I had forbid
‘Him and to walt for help but persisted snd went ahead efter belng
told twice why in hell d1d you not cell some hands to help ~ I
seld they had gll gone to breakfast he kept on swearing saying
you allweys have some kind of a foolish get off for negligence of
duty end went off to breskfast and I followed after breakfast the
capt went on shore‘and got an suctioneer and had the molasses sold
for gbout nine dollars I told him to meke the man pay the balsance
by working on the boat he let fly en oath end said he had not got
a cent and how can I make him pay for the suger I sa2id nothing
more the captaln wes mad all the way down to New orleans and
hardley spoke to any one on the boat for two or three deys we
hurr(iJed on got unloaded and made off down stream

by this time the water had risen about ten feet and rushed on
down with a frightful current the bayous that run out of the
river run out at a frightful rate and 1f a small boat should get
dreawn side wise into one I believe I[t] would break the boat in
two

. : Lon]

we cem[e] back to Alexandria and found our old friend,the flat
boat there he said he had not.sold ehough to pey his freight and
was about leaving for New orleans he waes 2 fun[nly old fellow
active and had been intrusted with a large amount of property other
wise grocerise from the ohio river several farmler]s had clubed.

togethfer] and msde a large flat boat and put in all thelr spare
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produce and sent this man down to sell it for them with his own  went
on down to New orleans and took in some more frel[ilght and went back
to Alexandria again

here the captaln camle] near getting into a bowle kﬁife scrap
on account of some freight that had been landed and the owners had
taken 1t sway and then would not pay the frelght the captain went
and got 2 knife and went and demanded pay or the goods so he could
get his pay out of them and flolulrished his bowie 2 while and the
other party the same but bystanders interfered and got the matter
settled 2nd the capt got a check on the bank and got his money

by this time we begsan to get,sick of the countery-and the people
in 1t ss a large number of [them] were cut throasts and black legs/’[“E
Alexandria was & prétty little town with pine trees growing emongst
the houses which gave it a pretty appearance from the river but
Netehitoches is noth[ilng but some log huts with only 3 or 4 only
common houses when we were there in in [sic] the winter of 1822 & 3
we got off ae soon a8 we could for New orleans got there we
found our old friend with the flat boat had sold out and spent the
most of the mon[ely and left for parts unknown so his friends at
home had to suffer. he had a fine lot of fermers products horses
cows nigs fowls abple cider cheese butter.peach brandy cider brandy
whisk[ely corn flour and in fine he had the finest lot of golold
provisions that I had ever seen nice and clean all loss to the
owners several thousand dollars worth eand I was told that was a
frequent occurrence by the Ohio and Indianians When they get to
N.O%hlely get to gambl[inlg and loose all

this was Saturda;/f; the afternoon—a gentleman came on board

the boat and appeariell to be 2n o0ld friend of the captains and set
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and talke([d] verry frilelndley with the capt about half an hour
and went away agailn in about an hour after another gentleman
ceme to the wharf and called the captain and told him he wanted

to speak to him  the captain went out and thlely walked off to
gether in ebout helf sn hour the cept came back and sald did
you see that men on shore that called me out I éaid yes well
said the capt that was the sherrif the man that came here firgt
hes sued me for debt the capt said he clali]med $400 on that
steam boet or his boat on the engine and the capt said he<= would
not pay it for it was én old one and was not worth any thing like
" he charged for it So the capt went to a lawylelr end gave him
25% and told him the facts in the case the lawyer told him the
laws were verry strict in that citty about such things and said
the plalntiff had all the sdventage of him and now said he you
have one way of escape.left thet is get up steam quictley fisicliin the.
morning Bunday and start off S0 we done and got off clle Jar

but had no freight Bo we worked our wey back to St Louls without
eny freight to pay our expenses So the capt lost about five

hundred dollars in his New orleans trade and got back: to 8% Louis

about the 10°% Februsry We remainleld in port a few days

one day the capt cam[e] to me and sald the boat could not pay
a clerk now &8s there was not much business doing in freight but
if the 2d pilot and I would teke the barr we might have all we |
could make out of it VSo we agreed to do it end got our supplies
and had them cherged to the boat My brother was stil living with
the Messrs Powels the capt got about half a load of freight and
e few passengers and started for CGalena

the day before we arrived at Galena 1t commenc[e ]Jd& snowing
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and there was ice runtn]ing from the Mississippl and we took a large
keel in tow so we Jjust moved but we got to the mouth of Fevere river
after dark and 1t began to turn cold and I comme[nlcleld mak[i]ng
way on fever river and when we got to gaiena on the morn[ilng of the
23 February 1828 the ice newley formed was strong enough for the boys
to skate on 21l round the steamboat & here the boat laid for two
weeke frozen in

the inhabitants hed been celeebrating— Washingtons birth day
before and in the evening thlely pretended that o steam boat was
coming by clarlrying the lead and firing cannon and hoaxed a good
many of the citizens that came out to see if a2 boat had»arrived and
little did thlely think that a2 boat wes so near at hand and we
should have got up on the 22d in tim[e] for the celebration if we
hed not taken the keel boat in tow

an old frenchman lived on the opposite side of the river got
up in the morning end ceme out and saild god dam the steam boat what
for he come here in the winter the o0ld men felt hurt for he was a
trader end had sbout all the flour there was in town and wes asking
13§ per barrel but the boet had 2 lot on board so the old french-
man had to come down a2 peg on his flour which made the old man swear
a-little

the caﬁt of the boat got to gambling whilst he was froze up in
galena and lost all his loose cash and belng tied up there so long
made him verry cross and one day'he got to scoldingz— me because I
was alweys away from fhe boat end did not sell anything I got my
dander up a2 little too and went ashore to a merchants by the name of
Hempstead that had borrowed my brothers pistols—- the ones we head

used so much at Fort Snelling I did not tell him what I wanted of
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them. he let me hove them and I went down to the boat with a full
determination to give the capt a chalange the 29 pilot my part-
ner in the bsrr business saw me with the box he mistrusted from
the size 2nd shape of the box what I had end would not let me
alone until I told him what I was'a going to do with the pistolq/#
finelly I told‘him I wes a going to chalange that old brute of a
captain he set his head sgainst it at once and got hold of the
pistols and took them back agein I told him that I was not a
going to stop on the boat to be abused by that old fool of a cap-
tain you may go wheré you like he segid but as far your getting
into a quarrel on this boat you cent do it ae long as I am on 1@/¢
So I quit the boat ané went to a friend of mine and boarded with
him about one wee%/érom there I went to a public house to live and
here I found a men by the name of Holiday he hed been sick for

2 month or more but was now convelessent and wes making prepera-
tions to go to mining and was to get an outfit from my friel[nld

My Tillt;g one of the late pertners of the old columbia fur
companx/go I proposed to join in and go halves in 211l we could
find in minliIng. BSo we agreed to go over and see Mr Tillton on
the subject. he fell in with the plan at once and we got a lot

of tools and bedding end hired a2 teem to moove us out to the .
mining countery aboﬁt thé 208 Mapch 1828 ‘We mooved and the od |
day we went and cemped on & branchvof.the 1ittle #latt ‘Dullt a
temporalrly shantey and commenc[eld digeginlg] for lede ore We
dug about 2 month and could find no minerel so we moved our camp
further north‘one day s travel onto one of the branches of the
Pickatonica here we built 2 small house out of little poplars

and split some long oak shingles and covered our houus [sic | so we
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were qulte comfortable end comme[ncel]d diggin  the first hole I
dug I found some verry pretty minerel and looked fair fdr a good
lead but on further working we found it wes e few scattered lumps
and no lead and so we kep[t] on diggin all summer I dug about
200 holes from three fo ten feet deep and did not find mineral
enough to purchase & plug of tobacco notcwithstanding there weré
some good leads in the neighborhood

A young men by the name of Thos McKnight came and went to
diggin nearby us but found nothing of any value also a man by
the name of Jones had been mining 4 years and had found compars-
tiveley nothing also a man by the name of Dickson he had three
or 4 men hired and two or three black men hired they worked all
all [eic] summ[elr and e11 th(ely found wae about two hundred
dollars worth of minerel

My pertngr'énd myself bought a prospect of Mr Jones ang went
on to proove it at [g;g} it likeley to be a2 vasluable lead ;;d a
sheet about 8 incheé thick lying flat underground about four feet deep
was the first of our discoveries in the prospect we had purchased/#
I had worked myself completelev down and thought I would have a
resting spell and I hired 2 horse and went down to galena a good
deys ride here I found the old Josephine and advertised for
Fort Snelling .the thought struck me at once heres a chance to
go and see my wife and boy '

1t heppened there wes a man from our place or diggins, in
town. I got - ‘him to ride the horse home again and I embarked on
the old Josephine again ant clark master-—the old capt and my-

self had forgotten all of our troubles in former times and we

salled up to Fort Snelling verry friendley together
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on our way up the capt told me that when he got back to gt
Louls thet my brother had attecked him about the trestment that he
had_shown me while on his boat and ssid my brother told him plane-
ley that he the capt was chargeable with all thebtrouble and dif-
ficulty that had risen between us the capt acknowledged thatl
when he got into passion he would freguently sald things that he
ought not to say and said thet I was some what contrary and herd
hegded too weas tﬁe resson we could not get along together, and
for himeelf he should say nothing about the matter, although I had
once intended to shoot him when the boat was frozLeJ in at Galena/#'

after landing

So there was an end to that affailr /«1 went to the capt and asked
- what my fare was he said he believ[e]d there was something due
me from the boat and we will say even So said I and we parted
good friends agein

I went now in seerch of my old woman and boy I found them
with the old folks where I had left them at Mel[nidota all well i
end an increase of femilly a daughter had been added during my
absence (now Mrs Pettijohn[) ]Jfthey hed passed the winter verry well
they informéﬁjﬁ%d had not suffered for any=thing and had been
quite happy and comfortable which wes more than I bould boast oﬁ/ﬁ
I concluded to stop a2 whilee with them so I stoped about two weekg/#
I told the o0ld woman I must go agaln as an opportunity wale]
offered so that I could get 2 passage with Mr Bailly. She opposed
and wented I should stay with them She said something might come
ebout = that we could live i1f we did live poor that was nothing/#’
ghe had got tiréd of living alone and there was some traders that

were allweys enln]oying her and telling hur that I would never

come back &c &c and strongly opposed my going down thé rivey again/’
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I told her that I had sod@]business in the mines that I must go and
attend to. She said I had been hard at work a2ll summler] and had
mede nothing and she did not see what use there was of working

there for noth([ilng, that I could stay with them and if I earnt
nothing I would be as well off if not better, with my family than

I would be roveing about, 8o I agreed to go down and settle up my

business and come back and live at Fort Snelling, poor or not, and
run the risk of getting emnloymeht. S0 I started with Mr Bailey
in alﬁkkinaw boat for Galena agein. We were onley 5 or 6 days
going down.

as soon as I landed I went right off to find my pertner Mr
Holliday he wes glad to see me he seild he wanted some helg/«

I told him I could not stay thaet I was going back to my family/#

this made him'hau£fgown his head for I had allﬁays outdone him at
dizgin and could dig as much in one day as he would in a day and
a half No you cant go he said. lI must I cannot leave my family
eny longer well if you will I will quit 2lso so soon as I cen
get away So we settled up our accounts and Mr Holliday took all
- and was to pay all the deﬁts and to give me three hundred dollare
1f' the property sold for enough to bring that amount

7>Whilst I was absent Mr Holliday had proved up the lead that
we had bought of Mr Jones and‘foﬁééfgid not much more than pay
expense after tek[ilng of (f] the top mineral the lead took s
pitch into the rock in a seam or crevice_about half an inch wide/W”
Mr H worked the hard rock down 40 feet and the lead kept getting
thinn[e]r all the way down and at last the rock got so hard ahd

the lead was only was only [sic] about as thick as a knife blade

end a great many tools worn out So Mr Hollidy eabandoned the 1eaq/#

Now he hed nothing left but a2 a [sic] clalilm of wood land end a
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[sic] - ' :
good place for & furnace, left which he sold for 800% and paid off

the debts of our copartnership and remained there 211 winter until
the next fall

I_left the mines and went up to Prairie du chien with one Mp
Graham whom I found at galena with a small keel boat fitting out
to go into the pineries to cut pine logs to raft to St Louis We
gof up to Prarie duchien Mr. Brunette who was to assist Mr
Grahem informed him that the Government had forbid people from
cutting pine timber and that he could not go into the countery So
thet broke up the 0ld gentlemans business and left him ss poor as
I was myself and a large family of children to look after

this Mr Graham was 2 captain in the last wer under one col |
Dickson on the British side these two officers took down a com-
pany of Sioux Indlans as far as Sanduskey and they were at the
battle when Col Crogen defeated the BEritish and drove thém of{/ﬂ
the Sioux Indisns 2nd thelr officers were frightened allmost to
death when they saw the British falling by hundreds the Indians
of all nations that were there of which there were %_good many
secreted themselves the best thlely could by ferrie%jénd ditches
and w&ods &c until the fight was over when the Indisns made off
~as fast as thlely could and verry glad th[e]y were to get off
from the awful sight of so many dead and dieing -the Indians séid
the sight was awful and the Sioux and ahd [sic] their officers made

the best of their way home egain heving been provisioned and cldth-

ed by the_Britishfat Misillimackinack or Mackinaw.
after I arrived at Prairie duchien I looked round to see if
there was any chance to get some employment in the Indian trade

but all the posts were gupplied with clerks and interpreters but

Mr Brunette wanted me to go to Galena and sell some corn for him
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end purchase some driy goods for him as he had a number of men at
work for him getting wood for a contract foé tne fort and paid his
hends peartly in goods So went work and filled up 2 or 300 bushels
of corn and shiped it on the Red rover Capt Throckmorton master
and sailleld for Gelens again and back Mr Brunette was verry weil
satisfied and sent me back again and I done so well with the corn
when I got back he sa2id I must go again

[came ]

during my ebsence from the Prairie my wife,with hur children
and her father and mother with her and I found them in their tent
neér Mr. Brunetts I had been gone so long they seid =~~~ =T 1=
thiely had got lonesome and come down to see what had become of
me the boat was in a hurry to be off so I nurr(1 Jed round and
got my folks some provisions and some clothing and told them to
go up to the foot of Lake pepin end there welt for me where my
fetherinlaws brother lived where there was game and th[e]y could
live much cheaper than at the Prairie and got onto the steamboat
and went down to gelens again and sold another lot of corn for
Mr Brunett and ceme back Mr B was well satisfied. this was the
last trip Mr'Brquﬁfe had given me 2 note to collect for him¢
on a man by the neme of turne[g] end told meltoo sue 1f he refused
to pay So I went and found the gentleman but he would not pay
the note so I sued him but he had been elected to the Illinois
legislature end on his way and the law could not stop hi?/gi I
left the cese in the hands 6f an officer to be atteﬁded to after
he came back and took his road & I mine

I loafed about galena a few days nothing to do about this
time one Mr KurcheVPlx;frivéd tnere with a large lot of Indien
'goods Mr Hunt from Detroit a brotherinlaw of Mrs Snelling was

in cherge I went to Mr Erunette end asked him to get a few of
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the goode and I would go up to the foot of the lake and trade for
the winter So he went and mede errangements for five hundred.

Mr B added some things more which made me quite & 1little assortment
dollars worth of clothlels and blank[elts andpMr.B. got two large
for the trade So
cenoes end 6 men and started me off [in] it late’in November and cold
and we had the had the [sic] hardest kind of work to get up for
the ice was runing verry thick~— before we reached our point for
to winter but we got up the men took one canoe and started down
through the runing ice and got down before the river closed

I took my goods and stored them in Mr Grahams house and went

out in sesrch of my wife and found she and all the family had
gone out hunting upon the river Zombroe or Brusnéy river I found

them one days march with their unckle they hed killed somle]

deer and elk, and had lived verry well and comfortable the next

morning we took our luggage and startea back to the place where
we were fto winter we had heavy loade and were verry tired when
we got in as we had ‘to cerry all on our heeds with straps I hed
no hous[e] for myself and had to fix up our tent to‘live in
through the winter We put polls and hey ell round theftent‘and
hadevit tolerable comfortable'gz by étoring my goods in Mp Grahame
house I had room enough and I boarded‘with ir Grayham a few days
until I found théf an 0ld frenchman thet he had was stealing my
provisions 2nd giving them sway to the opposition traders we
.went into breskfeast 1 asked the old man if he had been giving
my pork to the men of the opposition he first denilel]d 1t but

I told him he need not deny it for I had found out all about it
from the men of the other hous(e] he then acknowledged that

_he hed teken some before all at the table I turned to Mr Grahem

and told him that I could not eat with a thief and if he was
determined to keep the old thief et the tabele I could not eat
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with them Mr G sa2id nothing so I got up .and left the table and
the next mesl I had cooked and eat in the tent Mr Graham found
he could do nothing where [He] was with a large family énd concluded
to moove back to Fort Snelling again and in a few days 2 teams |
ceame for them and they mooved back back [sic] on the ice and I
moved into his house and passed the winter:

the opposition had got 1n a month before me and given ell
the Indians a credit and sent them off to hunt So that I saw
no Indisns until they returned from their winter hunts and the
moment the_Indians arrived the trader went round gathered up all
the furs and the Indians had nothing to trade So I‘made no
packs this winter eand in the spring I moved up‘to the head of the
leke and lived in my tent amongst tre Indiahs'about a2 month and
traded & few furs'and.sent thgm down to Mr Brunettes

Whilst I was down at the fodt of the lzke in fhe winter some
teams[?]arrived there from Prairie duchien. a trader by the name
of Lefrembois was the men from the Minnesota river 1in the even-
ing they sent for me the clerk of the opposition house a half
breed by the name of Piere.cOrtabis and Mr Lafrembois compliments
for me to pess the evening and to play a few games at cards : I
went over all social having been gcguainted before and we sat
down end commencleld playing for amusement after a little Mr
Laframboie got up and went out and did nbt return I sat and
played until i got tired and no Mr Laframbdis came and got up to
go home but Mr Ortebis insisted on my staying longer<> that Mr
Laframbols would be in in a moment I began to think that some
thing was not r1ght and sterted and went home found a2l1ll guiet
end no person there but my wif(e] and an old frenchmen that had

cam[e] up from Prairie duchien and brought a load of provisions
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for me I went to bed and went to sleep the next mbrning my wife
asked asked [sic] me why I had staid so long she said that trader
Mr Lafrembois had been over ther(e] all the evening an[nJoying hegﬁﬁ
I started right over to Mr Ortabis and found Lafrémbois had start;
ed at day light expecting that I would be after him So}I tackled
the other and swore by ell that was good that he knew nothing
about the matter'and thaet 1t was not a concerted plan of his So
I could do nothing and haﬁing no fears of tne chastity of my wife
the thinge had to stop then the'Laframboisé is one of the persons
that my wife complained to'me of &8 anoying her when she was alone
and opposed my leaving her alone aney more

in the spring I moved up to Fort Snelling énd got an o0ld hous
of the Indisn agent and moved into it and passed the summer léaf—
ing sbout I [had a] few goods left and let one Duncen Cempbell
haﬁe the most of them to go and trade them at =2 ﬁrofit So he
went off with the goods and traded a considerable lot of furs.and
went off and sold them & kept all the proceedes S0 I was left
flat broke again

in the fell Mr Brunette éent up to see if I had any more furs
a8 he hed to settle for the goods I packel[d] up what few I had
and went down while I was at Mr Brunettes the fall before I had
left my pepers that I got of Mribuidﬁiy'with him in pert payment
of the goods and he had sent them down and colllelcted the amount
and what furs I hag/q?cou[l]d not pay up and wh;lst I was getting
ready to go down to see Mr Erunette Mr Holliday arrived with Mr
M[e]Knight‘before nemed<_—= at Mr Langhems the subagent on his
way to Missourl he wanted to know why I gaeve my papers to Mp

Brunette did you not promise to keep them yourself I told him
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Ivhad promised to keep them as 1ohg as I could and that he had been
8o long making any returns from our lead business that thet [sic]
I was obl{i]ged to let them go to live Well said he there was
not enough cleared to pay 21l but I peid it 2nd vou are som(e]-
thing in my debt but I knew this could not be for I knew from
the amount reqeiv[e]d for the wood claim would pay all debts and
leave something besides So I never troubled myself about paying
him and he never troubled me more about the matter

I set out for Prairie duchien agein and left my wife with'her
parents again we hed & cold boistérous time of 1t'going down/”
We went down in a2 large keel boat and 1tlwas late in November the
wind blew a gale some tim[e]s so the boat could -not move beeing
worked by hand sweeps finelly a missionary a Revlelrfelnd Mr Coe
in a bark canoe and I got in with him and the man that Mr Brunette
had sent up after me and went one dey and had to lay too the [(wind]
blew so hard=—>we could do nothing with our cance after a‘whilg
the old keell cam[e] driv(ilng along before the wind e started
and with much difficulty we got on board Mr Coe would go with u%/’ 
this was Saturday even[ilng 2nd Mr. C. said he would not travel
on Sgnday and went sshore and stald all night at 2 traders and
passed the Sabbath there we floasted on down but soon got blowed
into some tree tops where 1t took us til neer sundown to get off/#
We floated a2 short distsnce and tied up for the night

the next morning it was verry cold but calm: We were now
near prairie le cross so nemleld from thé fact it was 2 fine
prairie below the mouth of Black river Wisconsin where the Indiens
used to go to play ball. Went on very well until we got within

about 30 miles of Prairie duchien . We stoped for the night and






