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-
there cam[e] uu a heavy snow storm the next day ·re hed to work in 

the snow all dciy end finally ~ot do rn to to [_~~] the Pre.irie 

I ,rent to see my old fri[e]nd Mr Brunet te he v-ras glad to 

see me once more I told him at one [e] all my troubl [e ] s 8 nd fail -

ure in trade Well he SPid it cant be helued the goods are paid 

for but you will Ov e me something So I gave him my note for the 

.balance about ,'130 and he told me I could stay Pt his house until 

I I [sic] could find some employment or a chance to go back agfl.in//l 

· n [RJ::::. few days after ~'r Brunette leased his tavern stand to a 

frenchman that could neitner read or vrri te and th[e]y wanted me 

to stay and write or keep his books1/so we went to work but tne 

business soon convin[c]ed me that it would not last long in the 

first place the oroprietor wes no manager and another thing there 

was no travel and no boarde [r Js and t ne rent had to be paid. monthly Jif 
So the first month the thing f iled and th[eJy made a new arrang[e]-

mento end took in a partner both of trie proprietors had been 

old soldier[s1nd th[e]y did not agree long the first one quit 

and hired to t :h e last one as cook and in fact nad done the cooking 

Pll the time the otner stuck it til spring and cam[e] out about 

... 200 in debt I cui t t !"e clerk businessc......:::: there .rps so much trouble 

amonrst them and v-rei ted an o-uportuni ty to get back to Fort Snelling 

f~- WhPt to do I d d not know I wBs out of mori[eJy end no way 

of earni[n]~ any and had none to take back agRin but I wes de -

termined_ to go if I beg[g]ed my 'lrTP~.r home ai;win ftne .french are 

· great neople for bells I went once in a w:tile but did not enjoy 

myself with t h em and most always went home before tne balls were 

half over 

about the middle of tne winter ~n opportunity offered thet I 
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could go back by ,rGlking: •·ri th some solcU-Je rs tnat ,rere going up vi th 

the mail and I got reedy end started with tne comp[aJny I •rent 

to~ersh en ola acauaint2nce of mine in PrPirie duchien and told him ' 

my circumstances he took a nevr snirt and gave me and off I ~ent/11 

we before I started I went to sheke hands 1· i th pro·.'.)rietors or' the 

hous the one that had charge first took h2lf e dollar and hanued 

me sayinf the money was not his . Enough for one meal le rent 

on verry l ell until 't<re got up cibout. tne middle of' .Lake pepine here 

I fOt lame with the rheumatism and and [~ic] h2d to stop and rest 

frequently b1t I ?Ot up to ~he he2d 01 L ~e pepin some time after 

the partey 

here we found a party of soldiers watching P boet load of 

provisions th t ha[d] been frozen in in tLe fall and about sundown 

two teams arrived from Fort Bnellin~ to get a load of provisions ;~ 
[te')'TlSJ 

let theArest and asked me to stay and they stayed over one day and 
[ t.:~em] 

go up wi th11 I 1,ras very glad to get e c:nance to rest they nad a 

good 1·1arm hous .o.nd I fared verry rell and got over my lameness and 

started up ri tn the teams the mail had gon[e] on tne day before 

We had not f20ne more tr.an 8 or 10 miles before in ent one 

of the teams 2 span of mules and 14 barrele of flour sleigh and 

all were afloat the tee'Tisters unhi tcned the for-vrard. norses of 

the foremost team as th[e]y g:one over safe and came back and 

hitched a chain eround A mules nee~ nd pulled nim out and so 

t 1iHy did to ell of them end got them all out sefe then the 

flour hBd to fe got out ,,rr.ich .r s a cold ~11et job but by r~ard work 

all Nas safeley landed on the solide ice and load.ed un again f:nen 
I 

the slei17h went do ,rn~ t:be teamster end myself ere both on t.ne 

load and raa barely time to escane before . t~e lo-e]d all rolled 

into the river We bitched up and went at ~ nretty smert trott 
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in order to \'1'3rm up the mules that r.rere· [wet] and cold and by night 

~hey were all dry and well the next morn[i ] ng we started early 

so e could get home that day and near sun down we once mor[e] sew 

our old homes once more and heartily glad I · ras to get back again 

w}1ere I coulo sit d·own and be quiet if I was poor and .had noth[i]... 

ng to do I :as r.11 th my familey Rnd at my home 

in t~e spring of the year the agent ~ajar L Taliaferro wan[te]d 

to set some of the Indians to farming and selected Lake calhoon for 

the nlace and told me he 1·rente0 me to go and stay there arid take 

as many In6ians as would go and settle down the agent was to 

furnish a teem and a man to drive the oxen 2 yoke . No .Indians 

would go at first except my old father inla~ and another old man 

by the name of :rv'ockpu w~chustuh man of the clouds. We did not do 

much the first year still we raised some corn 
[? J 

the Indian agent 

furnished us with some pr[o]visions once inJ\while And r·rith my f!Un 

~nd fish line maae out to live the next sum[m]er several famil-

ies moved out to the lBke and we had to plough about 80 acres t:q.Ht 

year in order that all might get a niece nlowed the teamster 

drove and I held the nloug[h] We plo~[e]d until about the middle 

of June and auit for it was to[o] late to plant afi:;er that time 

and I hed s;ot tired of plo,,ring for 1 t was hard ,,Tork where it was 

so rootey this season the Indians raised verry good corn this 

year about enourh to keep ti:em tnrough tne winter but by spring the 

corn was ne8rley ?11 eet up 

this spring I ~ot into some trouble vTi th my old motherinlaw/# 

Bn Indian f'rom W:::i ta shews bend ~·rhorn she cal:ied her brotner ~came up 

to see her end wLen he started to fO away tne old woman gave him 

a bag of rice I onposed saying that she had a large family and 
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the 
that she wantedArice more than the man did and told her not to give 

it eway but she uersisted and said it was hers and she would give 

it to i•rhom she pleased I told her again she hPd a large family 

and she must [not] give away her food but stil stuck too it end I 

pulled out my knif[e] and told them.if any one touch[ed] the bag 

of rice I would cut it to nieces tney then found I was in earnest 

and the man started off for home no doubt thinking I was a verry 

hard mi:in the ol.d woman she got maa. and pickec some of hur duds 

cind my wi f [e] and all s tar'ted off down to the fort 1here the in-

terpreter lived 

the old women had played me a trick once before that I did not 

like and I had not forgotten it one day she was at my house and 

w:ien [she] ra.s starting off home my eldest b[o]y cried to go home 

''1i th her but I forbid him the old 1· oman came and picked him up 

ana ~ut him on her beck and walked off I etood and looked with 

my eyes full. of vengence until she got out of site and said to my-

self you 1•d.l l not have thrit child long I was determined to send 

him below to school the first chance that offered the next day 

the oald WO!Ilfl n returned in the afternoon with a.11 the family 

l here we labored on all su1•:rrJe[rJ plovd.ng land for the - d. '/I ln ians ' 

by this time we had quite e.n IncUe.n tom of about 250 
l Souls "l In ! . 

the fall I went to tLe fort one d8y and comeing . home I got onto 

anx ox cart that was going to the fells and I had occasion to get 

off es we were going along and I steped up by the fore end o~ the 

cart to get [on] ~gain when the oxen started end the forena [Pie] of 

the cart struck me and pushed me over and one wheel passed over my 

body And broke one rib for me the men picke[d] me up and took me 

to St Anthony where they-::=:: had a party of soldiers sawing lumber 
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for the fort one of tne soldiers sterted off for the doctor at the 

fort es soon as "·e got up to the falls they came back \'Ti th the 

assistant doctor he examined me and said tnat one of my ribs ,as 

broken and I had better go down to t.he fort 

What to do I did not kno,,,. My wife and children 1ere a.t the 

lake Pll Plone I ,.ranted some one to go and tell them of my con-

dition but no one could go So she staid there all alone with her 

chilaren 2 ni~hts expectin~ me home every minute but PS I did 

not come t01·1Drds the eveninf-::::::::::- of tne third cay she started out in 

search of me Sne CR , e first to Y~r Quinns my old interpreter here 

she found out w~1ere I was and what hAd happened she came . right down 

to the fort end found me eRe in the nospital in the fort wnere the 

commanding officer and Doctor agreed to let me stay until I should 

get we11---- w.cich 18 days after I ~ot well 

I got e tee~ end moved back again to the laKe end found all of 

little things safe PS the IndiR ns were all hunting none had been 

about here I set down and passed tLe \Tinter In tne spring I 

i.·rent ulowing for the Indians large numbers "ttrere a.dded to our bend 

or villPg [e J this summer so they numbered now about 300 and tney 

raised R large amount of corn and notatoes Pnd supplied the Indians 

with a grefot] deal of corn on the Minnesota Pnd Mississippi rivers 

and Major Taliaferro made my fatherinlaw and ~ockpuvecrastah chiefs 

of the band Pnd here the Inaians made greAt nrogress in cultivating 

the soil ·and allways had A great ~lenty and had a lsrge amount to 

sell to the traders 

·in the month of ~larch the agent sent out two men to stay a 

month and 1·mnted me to ess st them to get out timber enou gh to 

rebuild 8 council house tnat hRd been burnt about 6 months before~~ 
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in this council thBt 1,rns burnt is wnere the · missionBries us[eJd to 

preach as they hc=inened to come a.long Reve Mr Coe some time after 

I saw him p [r ]eache [d] here to these words , do tnyse Cl ]f no harm/#· 

he hc=id hePrd of tne duelin? business and gave them a good morrel 

lesson on the subject Mr . Coe cc=ime [o ] ut to my place at Lake 

Calhoon, and went over to the cnippewa count::>ry and came nel:fr starv-

i n~ to death once he got lost and got out of provisions but 

finalley got into fort Snelling and was saved he "ras a man of great 

patience end perseverance and traveled until ris age and strength 

forbid his worki~g in tne missionary cause 

·1e went [toJ work and cut tamoreck logs enough for the nevr 

council house and carried them out of tne swamp by nand so the 
/Ii teams could get to them to hPul them; here vras a month work of hara 

lifting but we finished it all up comnleteley and the new council 

h[o]us bull t by t.he soldiers but never was thorougnly finished end 

stood so until it was ne2rley rotten and ready_ to fall down 

in the fall of the yePr a new opposition started up Mr 

Howc:ird Bnd A. Bailey the man that I had once been in partnership 

with So the Amer[i]can fur company went round and hired all the 

internrete[r]s they could get so that so that [sic] tne new company 

could not get good traders or interpreters nor men that were ac-

quainted ith t he Incians anc trade but Yr Pailey hed stole the 

march on them end got some of the best of the traders before they 

knew what he was doeing 

One eveni[n]g quite late a man came to me from the american 

fur compPny end said Mr Rolette wanted to see me So in the morn-

ing I went [to ] see him he sPid ne wanted to hire me there W8S 

a strong onnosition come i n Bga[i ] nst him and he woulde hire me 
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for three years and give me ·+AOO a year the same as he gave all his 

clerks end- the object of his hiring for three years was to have 

enough clerk ri th[out J runing end hireing· every year I found them 

in the old store house up at L;rnds End. So I nired for three years 

at ~ 400 e year end went right and the first thing 've had to do was 

to go to Traverse desioux to fix up things there to meet the oppo-

/
# 

si ti on tl e best way we could here I frOt ne •IS that my brother _had 

left Messrs Powells m d gone home to New york state cc set up a 
-f: ,_,• 

drug store and got marriea_ ,:rr got Mr Holetts canoe ready and t"ro 

men and_ myself took him up in 3 days and about 4 hours of the 4th 

day R distance of about 150 miles by the river I was tired all-
[R~] 

most out whe-n we got up 1'1r/'\was one of the greatest co :rards on 

the wRter I ever saw he .kepe nis pocket hR [n]dkerchief tied in 

a hole in the siae of t~e cenoe all tne time and he woJld hold onto 

it either ldth one hand or the oth~r all the time I told him I 

could not si'11m a rod but I was not afreid for the canoe was lerge 

and heavey which made so hard work for three of us to go up ·in so 

short a time it generally takes loaded b[o]ats and canoes 5 days 

to go from Fort Snellin? to ~reverse desioux re landed~ .Mr 

Rolette end sta[r]t[e]d back Mr R rent on up to Lake Quiperle 

and La 1<:e traverse making 2rrang-ements to oppose the new opposition 

the 2d dey re got down with our canoe and went to work giving cred/1]ts 
[p-ot] 

to the IndiPns c:;;- the IndiansAmore goods this year from the company 

thPn th[e]y had got in the three ~ormer years !or tn[e]y got every 

thinr tb)t th[e]y Ps-i:.ea !'or even to large c;uPntities of liquor wps 

given t:t-em c?f te:r £''_1 the Indians were ourf i tted I took an outfit 

and went over beyond CPnnon river to a rylpce cPlled the Bitterns 

: estc--- P l;:ir~·e l;:ike on on8 of t:re brAnc.:1e s of t he Blue EArth river 
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~~r A FP rri beul t wps wint [e ]rlng8- re re for t!1e oppoc 1 ti on he had 

got [t~ere] long before me snd built and wes in a comfortable houee 

when I p-ot there end hed given tr e Inci.i?ns , 11 a cred·i t &nd sti:irted 

tt.em off Pf:ain So >·hen I "Ot there tt,ere ·wps not an Indien to be 

seen I ··ent 1 ork to build it commen:ce]a rRining the nex[t] 

a.ny ,fter ··e got there and T never S/'.'W it r8in herder in the SU't T.er 

tlwn it rained there el though it .. ~f""I q 
~-

,_cte in i:ovemt er 

I buil4: E' little nouse for a store house one i'or my rr:Rn and 

then one for myself ·e had t () mek[e] mua chil!ineys wtich 11as verry 

difficult for the sno ,, hea f el len nenr 8 foot deep and w.: s Yerry 

cold We hPd to heBt ell our '·1 ter to m;:•i:.e our chimn[eJys 1·ith/il 

We set u 4 uolls t~en tie stic-s across Pbout a foot a~art then 

te~e morter end fome lon~ grase and ~~~e slabs about 2 feet long and 

l.oy it over the cross -::iieces c>nd br[i]ng t.r:e tno en6.s togetner et 
the bottoms and stick them together cmd so f!O on irntil e go round 

the sauare le.oving a space in front for fire place We mek~ 

chim[ne ]ys n<'rrmv end burn our wood endwise and ~..re mB·ce ·a verry hot 

fire in t1~1s ~-r:y end i;,:enerelly nPve verry wPrm houses PS we plAce 

the cr~imn8y in one corner of tlie room frontinf. the ·hnle. room Pnd 

mFkes more room in the house hen tre roomr are s~ell ,e build 

our chimn[A]ys from 10 to 14 feet h[t:i~ All of ~ud Rn hpy or 

grasp Pith the four polls to hole it up until it gets ary When 

the uolls gener~lly turn out end the ch1~n[e]y stPnds by its self 

end I h.i::>ve UP Pd one chimn[e ]y for 3 yeers l'i th a 11 ttle ren'-"'irinp.: 

heri:; I 0ess[e ]d tne ·•inter doine; all I coula to urevent the 

opoosi..tion from m? 1:ei f eny~t,1inf Sold @'Oods for Bnything Te 

could if [it 1 ~,rps .?bout hal±' price onley of tne VRlue of the goods /It 
~e ~nuld sell to ~eep tDem fro~ fOing to tne opcosition c?nd of 

course they hed to sell st tLe same.rates or tn[e]y could not ~et 
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any trade in the ~inter 

thP IndiRns at trPverAe desioux about 30 miles west of us they 

had hPd a drunken frolick and h0d k[i]lled one the murder[e]r 

haa fled all at once an Indian came into my house as black PS 

I ii . 
black could be m8d~ tne Indirm 1·1omen ivhen th- e ]y saw him rPn riway/11 

I mPde some encuiries ebout the fus~sJ 

the murderer And ~ere all afraid of him 

th[e ]y told me that 1·1as 

I said nothi[n]g to him 

but gave him some su1ner end he lPid do n And went to sleep but 

et daylifht he FPS off fef'!rful that some of the relatives might 

be Pf ter him an Indian ~hen he commits a murder uaints hi~self 

::ill black ena puts on the meanest old clothes th2t ::-.1.e C!:>n vet ena. 

goes th::i.t ·way until the troubles are settled ei th[e Jr by presents 

or t~e murder[er] is killed by some of m[u]r~ered persons rela-

tives there is now.2nd then a cese of murder that iF done that 

is done unbekno rn to ~:inybody which ir never i;:nown ~B4 but thls 
.)!:::. 

does not o:ten heppen / nere we pess[e]d the ~inter an[n]oyine 

ec ch other as 11 e could W'ben ..;e could no~ do rineything else ·e 

used to 1nc3. ce en ch others men to runn ~ of [f] en [d J do c:ill tr.e mischief 

Te ooulci to 1n,1ure the trPd[eJt·or ecich otner in tne S'Jrinf ,,Je 
[sic] I 

took ou-c 0ur o.scks by I\ my onDonent vot tr.e :nost of the trPde rs 

he hf'c1 got into tr.e countery lonf before me <'ll1d got all tne &.:ood 

hunters ?na of course m de the ·b~st trede the com)Bny sent me 

back to nPss . the su~mer and be ready ~or tne business the next 
fall Bo I ,~nt off Alon~ and left ~Y family 2 s I h2C.. no ·oro-

visions I aid nrit ¥8nt to ta re rry fRmily out there to tplf st~rve 

So trey went 2ne stcij d i:·i tn t1 e old f Co ]11rn until I should ret';rn/if 

So I went to my nld 11interinr ~round end nlc.ntea so·ne ncitAtoes to 

hQve for t.::e ·'i ntPr for I h.AcL passed t!:e ,.•int [er] before on bread 
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and meat 1~ich is not verry hPpl:hy livin? ~lhi lst I wr:s out here 

,~ heRrd of the defeat of the Fox nd ueuk Indipnc et the BA~ x 

And the Sioux thet rere 2bout got up R grept ecaln d nee in honor 

of the g-re.?t vic .... ory f'Rin[e]d '.;y t},e ,rhit[eJs and Sioux IndiPns . 

'Ne ha no provision? "'nc1- Fill "A hrd to live or. F?S c: feF fish 

th t v?e c up-"'-t in " smpll net thas e r..a~ Pno 1e boll[e]d them in 

'"'ter Rnd e t tnem 1·ri th , lit :le SE'l t l s ~11 t~Pt •e h 0 d for 

t,. o months 

one flp. es I 'PS 9ittin.r out doors hunt[i]ng fleas of 11t..ich 

all the In.ion r8dPrS houcPs are eliVe ·~th lo end benola no 

shoule nrPsent h[i]mself before me 1ms t~e Indian th~t I had the 

fuss 1ith~1·'hBn I first ·•ent to trade on t..'"'e st Peters river old 

grud f'.P s ppne rt ntl:' r_fld v- orn ? ·my P ml rie as u i te fri e rnUy [I ] 

gave him som[e] turtles Bf2:£ZS Find fisr.. ana he mec5-e R meal ana 'ent 

off f1n I ··rA.s §''l!>d too see his back ""'or I nev"r likec him fter our 

firct trouble ; -en he tbreAtened to cill me 0 t the end of two 

months I Ptarted in to SPe ~hat fOim.r on vi th tLe trPdes 
I 

on 

the PPY I hRd to cros P stre1:1:n thaQ took t.r.e horse un to the bAck 

and I c·ot wet EJnd bP.d to trPvel 211 d.t:iy in ·et clothes 

mistirnr m; clothes did n0t ry on me ~nd lei., -o·wn et ni. !1t in .ret 

clothe~ 

)f:r....__I hpd Pn IncHcin ,•i th me for a guice he ~ede e good fire nd 

he roe.sted a sand_.ill crene crµne Lsic] t!°Pt I r·pd n.led durinf' 

tne dry pirpry no1· nd thPn ''fl "oulcl hear t-.r e vListle of 8 buck 

deer t·lfJ would come out of the bushes ;u1d see t::e f[lJr'e no start 

of [f] whistling: Pn ~ blo "[i 1nF et c. wonderful rate 

In the morniniz I felt po•ne 1~·hat un irell but traveled on rnC. got 

into our depot at LRnds Enc f' oun<i •r LrbP.t P. bioux r..r-lf'breed in/ 
charge :ji:;-
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Mr LabPt could nel thP.r re~a or Pri te wcis ? f!'OOd trader .?nd keut his 

accounts by fi~ures of repre[se]ntetion such es Pnimal~ and b "rds 

if it Tf> s A bird tne sh::lpe of 

the birdies me~e for tte ffians nRrne ena coulerd Accor[dinf] to the 

name expressed end ell thin~s thet c-n Indi "'Jn .c;::ets is rr.Pr'.rnc in the 

SRme -ray Ch."'rfed r·y m.:i%eing- CI erRCtere t ---... 
1 [men] I 

/ 2n old. frencn;\Pt Travers7 .,Sioux ...,y then.me of Lnblan:cJ keeps·~1s 

e ccountR in the sa:ne we.ye- £>S Le can noL. rea .nor 1 rt te but cErn make 

f ifi..:.1"'es and. keeps his Accounts verry correct fi'.l t my f amiJ.y 1 ere 

off on s hi1nting expedition . ~he 2d day After I arrived I was t2ken 

sick with fever and egue and hed to ~o to ta~eing medicine 

about a week and stcrted back ,ri th a one :C.orse cert Em6. so.ne toods 

t!1e first nigr- t , .. e hna £ v~rry hervy ehm·rer 

Pnd I hed no tent end nea to get under my.c2rt ~nd rotect myself the 

best I coulfl I •TR~ Pfr2id of "'.:;he PfUe Rf?'Rin but I f"Ot home to my 

le stRrted l,te in tre ~orning 
Pnd we met V.r Pei lly ,,, o he - co.ne from hpstings th.: t f.'1orninp.· he told 

me he thou~nt tte two compPnies vould be one verry soon e~ain So 
in ?bout [A J month I 1•TP 8 sent for ::.nd - .;;. [told] to ~band.on my no~t I ...... 

you jTJ, y bF> ?ss 1rec I 'T,:2s p-lad to P- et 011t of thr. t lonesome plRCe ~nd 

get bRCk to LRnds sna Pg Fin f' nc 1-Tl''S not lon~~ in pi=ickinf UT) 

the Indic:>ns .? s e oon ·As t!'ey learnt I ' s f' ~ oin@. to lepve t'...lrnec. 
n ~o stealinp my ~otRtoes or ~ ich I hc:>d some v~rr fine ones end 

in three _nigLts tl:ey hcid About fir.isl'ieu. them When I got back to my 

old st2mnin i:: f. round L nos End I lePrr(e ja. tnPt tile .fossrs Ho1·1erds 

,rcul6 not furnish ~r E<Pi lley ,..i th c ny more ~ood.s t~ ey sei d they 

he.<' sent into -:he c.01mtery thirtey thouq2nd C.olli::rs worth of gooas 

~rnd hPd nnt i!!Pde 0~1E' dolJ flr ryroffi tte 2nd the only ·lf'Y the Jy th[e Jy 

[sic] rnq0e bot.t ends 11eet w::>s by countinf t!1e remPinc'Jer of old stock 

• 
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on hend 1•'FlS to nut it r->t COSt And b:,r 80 Coinp;:- •;rich is not of:en the 
cpse for Fhat goods re1J:1:iins over Are re~;.eralley more or less darnR[ ea~ 

but to ret rld nf Yr P:iil_ly t11e[y] t"o·'::: Pll et cost c:>nc. tolcl nim to 
go PS ~fter ~ encinf thnt ~mount of roo's K30000 . {ol1e[r1s in:o the 
country pnd net mPk[i ]nf one doller urofit t:ey would e~bFrk Pney 
more in the Inci[~Jn traae this ne rs rnAc"' ti:e IndiPns heng their 
heac s 1Hrnin ~nr t,,..e, .new t:,Pt ti":e:r wnuld }-,pve too pPy for the fec>st 
they tney [sic 1 hac for tr·e lPst ye:?r So number of smPll nosts 
were broken un Pnd somP nRw oneP ryvq~ed f artter into ~hP IndiPn 

EHl.ee - te-tG-~Bl: 
countery Pnd ·'I'o should go l·PS t:iel\ question-:::;.. for t-_e ne1, treding-
nosts Pere f r out in the nrPirie'" enc i n a, count r y whe r e there 11es 

little ~Rme ~hen there ~Ps no buffplo ;ell I ~as CPlled unon to 
go to one :?n- Mr L~fre~bois •PS ordered to go to enotLer Pnd Mr 
Bciille;v to kee'J him quiet end frorr inducinPf other opnos"i.tions 
coming into the countery ""'fl mPce chil:e]f clerk f'or tLe Minnesot2 
river Pnd Mendota ·~s mPde the m2in aeuot for tnP rhole Minnesota 

tr""'de 

I WPP or6erAd to ?rep~re f o~ croo%ed river or Big Sioux a 
tributery of the Missouri and !Ir Le :'r( nbois 11EJs ordered to tr.e spme 
river onlPy some cnnAid 0 rable diRtPnce higher up tne object of 
thes[e] ~oAts in thiP forlorn end bPrren countery t~s tnat it ~s 

·re~orted thet lRrfe auRnti~teP of bePver were to LP fauna in the 
big Sioux pnd ite tributer1°s 

repdey P ui=<rt of tl-e ro 11t nps b, water to tr?verse de bloulll' cind 
from trence in one horse crrts Hr EE! lly f i;;ed every thing· to 
suit hims Alf "'00cs pnd provislons t'lnd we All shlped in R mi:>ckin~n 

boPt for 'I"rPVPrPe de Sioux rr:en ''lO'T en ~na chi l_dren ::-n • Indi2ns 
SOffiB by lPnd ana ~Offi6 by watpr in CPDOeS the Indians tn8t ccom-
psnied us for to trPD LeRver We .n.A -~o t.0 1.e along a large quPntity 
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of corn -co feed t.:rem tnroufl1 the '·rinte:r otne~wise t:r.[e]y r·rou[l]d 

no: FO . t~PY k[n]ew the countCrJy 2nd ~ere rfraid of stervation/~ 

the third. dPy out it comrnen[c ]d r?ininf' nd , e hPd a tremendous 

stor:n enc1 ."'1 l ..,t .rmce P li tt e before sunclm•n the vi.nd ch&n6ed 

r'ro.J the soutt. eM~t to vrest .?nd. blPi·1 e g.ole for an houre or t ro Dnd 

verry cold Pnd it ectuelly froze ice Pnd the next morniDg there ~ks 

not ~ lePf he:rdly but rt?'"" ,, r·S frozen etiff fln ~ ell tne gprc.'lens 

spoiled this in tnP morni~r of Bente~ber 1 8 t 1831 He moved on 

the next morninp: and in t 110 chys more 1-re ~ot up to thP -rRverse pnd 

f ounc1 0 11r c? rt s C' n hor" es 11 reede:v,....-, but -she horses '•re re no or 

thin~s pnd snme of tte~ h~d not been 1~r~ed but verry little one 

of t11em we h~d to trro r him to r·et ~- e h- rnP e on :'.lnd wl en hf' fo'.md 

0 le e , no Vi? Ve over e tru&'.ling- rnd l '\ia ouiet until we got the h~ rness 
I 

on pnd in f?ct '·as Quite fentle ~after thPt/We fOt ~11 tnings 

reaoy lope eded [si~] our car ts 8 in number I nRd one CRrt for illY-

self pnd f&mily <>nc ne lent of'f , 11 in vood spirits 2nd Mr "Reilly 

returned home .from t,erP Pn6_ I took chFrge of trie 1 holP concern 

I n i?ns pnd men Pnd go,,(is there were ?bout one hundred Inci ns 

men ~orren And children t~e .irst dry we ~ot on very 1 ~11 and the 

2d dpy T.Te nt to tr,e crop. Ri nf of t£e M [i Jnnesotc river r ncl found the 

river fordablP pna ne ·t 1 PY rot ~11 over ena re1oe'ed reedy for a 

stPrt in ure morning 

We - h"C. two french men hunters Rnd I @:ot an IncUen to ~o as 

guide ann hunter bnth ?nd onP of hir brotrPrs Pnd 2 cousin of nis 

·rent fllong· We went nn verry well al tr.ourr.. 1e n~d verry heevy 

loc ds c:inc t:re horses Rhould rs begen to gi:o.t sore pnd we b::id f!omc 

trouble in gettinf tLe hor 0 PS StPrtPd ~rom t~e so~eness of t 0 ir 

stoulders Wo n0rked Pl ong rntil ?'P cot upon e brr ncn of the 
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Cotton woo~ river our tunters found some elk trp~c]ks Pnd went in 

seerch of them in a little ~rile ve heRrd ~ gun and in a few 

minut[e]s Pnot~er Pn~ shortly After a CPll We halt[e]d and our 

hunter CE>m _e] up :-:ma seid he h?d i·lled an Alk the men 911 rPised 

a shout 01 joy for tney hea been livinO' on corn me?l fround. by 

hc::nd We bPC! tPlJ;:en el oni:r A corn mill for thc;t purpose and 1hen we 
[nifl'ht] 

··roulc CP.mD 2t;\our corn mill haa to be set un regulor aHa every 

night to grind corn for the mens supper end for "G .t' e n"'xt dey-:; not 

sifted 8-na P verry little p-rec:ise to seAson t r eir musn after eet-

ing nf t~is corn mush t1~ stomacr ev"'nt1ally revolts at the sight 

of it end some of the men c~:innot live on it end I 11111 arsure you 

they 1ere glad to se[e] venison once more 

I sent a m~n and horse nfter t t e elk t ::ey nere g one about 

0 n hour pnd c?me bpc~ ¥tt t tL~ ~~ole buck el~ on the ~orse Pne it 

J8S just as much pa t~P terse co~ld peck and iti f,ct staggered 

ui th the 1-1eii;;:ht of tr1e loric We DUt :he mePt onto the cPrts 8nd 

went on to a l?r12:e lF:ce v1l tPre ·e found so,ne good dry rood and 

cnmued .ona ste.id one d...,y to dry 0 1 1r mePt, Bnd such f Pa.sting you 

se1dom will see We got· our nPPt c'lri[e]a p ltttle enc stcrteo on 

pnd in t1o10 d9ys l,re fOt to wh?t is cc>lled the bi· clumn of wooa.s/ 

it iq ::in islAnCI ~ is t:Cie causP. of t ere beeinf tirrber for tne fire 

could not ~et to it this sno~s ~leinley thet fire has been the 

ceuse of t~s most of the nreiriees ns I hPve noticeCd] in many 

other ulPces in this countery thPt ·mere fire could not get to a 

i)iec [e] of L nd that tt ere is verry lar§.e and t~-:i.rifty timber'. ':1:t 

thiR point is the be9a of the river deBmoin it is e l?rge gressey 

le"lze qna grec:it plRce for mus1':.-:::.rA.t end 1·1eter fowl consequently a 

grect nle.ce for Indi.?ns ?S there iP no timber for a long dlstance 

to the south ?nd west 
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at tM.e nlace I halted f'nd. r.ung my grind stone ?ncl ground my Pxes 

8ncl Pllrnost mna e uri m;v mind to ,,~inter here but on furt her reflec-

tion I thourht I woulc te bettPr to go to t~e nl1-1ce ,..,here I '·T e 

order'ed ·v-heth~r I rn~c3 e R ne:' thinp- or not rs I knew tr.e mRn th?t I 

hed to de~ dith ~es a kind of self conceited cnaracter aEc if I 

shoul~ feil of makeing a good trede all the blqme would b~ attach-

Pd to m~ .?no the next morni nr I ore" Pree. tJ..e teems to be rot up 

ana hRrnessed and ordered each CPrt to take on P ~cod stick or 

t · o of cry nooa for re hea t,.o nifhts to slP.ep. without wood end on. 

we mooved R£ain throu~h the ild onen ryra1r1 e e once in a ,.hile 

we i..;ould nass a t,pff Plo trc?il from 6 to 8 inches deep old rpnres 

but the [1nimal l·e :.ed not t:r.e pleesure of so mucn PS seeing one 

We camped on t~e hep- of E little stre?rn runnin~ south towards 

e were no1,r f[l ~ i j rly over' t:CJ.e great coteau tne 

greet Pnd renowned. ridge tr.at divi<"es t he ,,Dters of tne MinneQota 

?nd 11iesouri this rid&re ··e could see two a ys befor[e] we re8ched 

it . it looked li' e P blue cloud in tne horizon strepcninf-:· es fpr 

Pe the eye could re.,.ch S . ~ . c>nd N . F . this ridge is from tnirt;ey 

to forty miles wide Pnd in the mount?iCnJ 0r ridge the rivulets 

of the M . 0 . .2nd Minn tn"ke ~r eir rise in ~ (?rest mPny lekes th?t 

Pre on the hifhest pert bi this ridge end the lpnd is generc>lly 

verry uneeven Rll ovPr tne length end brecth of it and a good ~JlAce 

for -rild fo.,,rl Pnd rets here ve discovPre6 ? c~PnFe t~ the couler 

of' the stone Where~ever Pe saw eny [tney: ,~re of a redish cast 

Pnd hAd t~e QPDeArP.nCP of frPnite 

the next ~orn[in]g we moved off in search of water for there 

we CFlmryed , ter ,.rps scPre'3 "'nd the horses could not ~et enouF"n/# 

Pbout nonn 1e errived at t ne famous plece cAlled tne pine stone 

quArry here PB found Friter but no 1 ood Pnd we cam;ed ?no. dug 
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ipe stone on~ l•·hole dpy He f ot out a considerP ble quenti ty but 
Cc- ]eel 

R f700C/\~ of it Pas Pkeley PnCl full of sel'rnA So Pe got onley 

ebout 20 good p[i ]nes <?ft er ·rnrking the rock Pll dry We nut in 

~:co tJ ::>EtS of PO'•'Cer tut did not r . .PVP TUCh effect t~-1iS querr;r We.S 

djscovered by the Indiens but how end Den·~ never have learnt it 

is on the bead of P little spring branch. in f<?ct a part [of] the 

stream tekes its rise fro~ under the s me ledge thPt forms the 

quarry Where it was fir~t discovered PpnePrs to be near t~e ton 

of of [~ic] the 0·ro11n6. end runs so11th .ond lies flet between tno 

lPirs of soliCl rock thet loo's like grPnite the f urtner you go 

sou th t:te deeper it ~et s Pl so ep st:::::-:; it runs u. a er tt.e 1edf2.·e that 

covers the auarry the north end of tne diggins were qbout 2 feet 

dee-j Pnd ribout ten f 0 et lrTide and instePd of ·10rking ePstward end 
[the] 

under the bEinlc toAleoge they h2ve dur.. south And wten I ~"r>S tnere 

the di~fins were ?bout one nundred yards long pn6 et the south end 

he di~vins ere e.bout ten feet deep Pnd the u:iJne stone is about 

a foot thick but in see~s from 1/4 to 3 inc es thick ih the deep 

p?r~ of t~e au~rry trere is ffiore clay ~nd t~e pipe stone is snec~-

led· other -1se DPlf' 1 .• rhi te S')Ots RnC: some has. e d·eener red. spots 

and some is A nure red an~ smo[o]th as marble and fire does not 

crac1c it We got out n considPrRble scply pieces of ~ich te made 

som~ verry nretty flat nipes· 

the IneiPns have labored here vcrry·hrrd ¥itn hoes Rnd axes 
[.~ic] 

thy/\ only tools th[ P. ly h:we excP. t l:?rfe st ones i./tich t!'"iey use forr 

[Piel bre9·in~ t~e rock PS tne fox ond S[a]uks. did in rnin[i]ng for 

the Fox an~ seuks used to mPke fire on 
the rock and wr~n it wps red hot th[e]y wciuld desh on weter this 
woulc cr.'1ck tr e rock for some dis ta nee round. en 6. in this wa .. ' th[e Jy 
c1isc overed eo11e VPrry l::<rge bodies of :ninerRl . but tne Sioux used 
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no fire cind c0uld not convenientl~r if' th[e]y wanted for there is 
no 1ood ne.?rer th,n half a Qays tr~vel the Siou cl[e]ere oi[f] the 

dirt- tl-::en get stones as lPri;ce es t ·0 IritL ns cen lif't and tr.row 

it do1m as herd as th[e ]y C"n enc in tnis -vrey brec k or crPCfe the 

ro0k so they cPn et their hoes n~ axes in the cr2c.s and nry 

out niec[e] pfter oiec[e] it is verry lPborious end tedious Pn6 

cost~ them conside~pblP in the ~Y of axes Rnd hoee for all tney 

get . 

~t thi place trJ.ere is ri story ris rel2ted oy tn.e Incians oy 

the Inditrns [sic] the t <.> youn~. l'J-arrior gained nis lady love ty per-

form[i ]nf e fe~t .- ich m ny an In-i~n shrinks from ~~ha terrible 

p fe1,r rods epst of the nine qu"rr:' is c. per:Jend [i ]culAr 

rock ··rt th 9 crevice in 1 t 3 or 4 fPet 1·•ide E'ro and [sic] some 6 

or 8 fi=-et from tr_is crPvice stPrc" R e lone rock about 12 feet r~ivh 

bout 3 Or 4 feet ni_de 'lt t~-::e ton pnd_ bPlOW iS P.11 ~rounc: lEJy~.nf' 

snArp Pnd uc l cra~ed roc·";;s a nu'Tiber of Ind ans r12d ftl" ther [e ]d 
t'lere tod[i]g nines <'lna amongst t!~em were c love c0u ·1e the younr-: 
~.rrior hrC courted t·P lass for a lonf tirr~ but sne 6id not .cPre 

much rbout m rrying So she tobt a plvn to try nie sincerity PS 

ns to <J!'etrer he loveC.. her or not So e,.e told hi'TI she rn=1d herrd 

that y[o]un? men ned le8oed from t~e ~rin rock to the top of the 

one stPndin~ Plane 

id nnt bel~eve t et EIDY.:::::::body nDd nerf'orrned the feat end lived 
but sn'Ile of t~e olc 1ncjo is ;11ere cFlled ~L1d O'.lestioned a .d SE1iC.. it 
Hes F' fcict tr Ft: vouni::: :nen r.Pd lN ped acrocs • n - b;;ck r;nd t,.eir · · 

st~te:rents rere c0nf'1.rrr.ed by the[i]r uoin"'.:in out a <;_u.<:>ntit'- of 

arro•·rn Pna featners t-·.,,t th[e]y could see from the 'TIPin rock/it 
[Dl"C8] 

ia P fri-htful loo in/\ tI e lone rock is~ 1=1bout 12 feet high pnd 

smAll ~t tbe ton and in ju[mjping rcross if he should lo"Qe his 
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belPnce nr slin and fO ov[e]r and fPll emonfEt the sharu and crngey 
roc 1-<:s belon P fear[ful] dec·th i·ould be tne cons.e·u[e]nce in c~Qe 

p font snrn;:lr elip it beinp- only 0 tou- onP sten across rt the ton//;; 

the ~oun~ mFn ePw by ~~Pt v. R on t~e ~o~ of ~he rock some ~ersonr 

nFrRons "sic] hFd been on to0 of the rock rnd tnle]y rn~st of fot 

!nrmed i~ f VP h1rn c0ur~fe ana he got ~ie nedicine out and prRyed 
to the ,grp;:it vod o:' tu' rf"lc'-:.s, To~on she, to give r.im stren~th 

Rnd coUl"'Eif"' cnr1 c'e_:'.rt.,,ri ty enougr .. to tPke r.ir.t e::>fe ~o JVf'r and brck}t 

pf- 0 r ti"' ceremorrr i'JPS ov~ r be striped.-::::::::: .'11rr.eelf ;:ino steped--;. 
bao' 2 feH oe ces l"'nd rPn UD h11t · sto')ec'\ tne Indians Pl1 snoJtea, 

firl Y0 11 dnnt love her PDQ 80 OD r:i Ilfed in his eRrS 

him r 0 solvo Aitlor to ~ie or succede sn tre secnnd ~ime he mPde 

the le PD En•~ '·'P11t 'Vi tr, sn much force tiK1 t r.e CF'me ne2r ~ oinf 

r!l[e}"r ovF>r fnr t· ere •,rps nntt.inp to hold on·.._o Rnd ell he could 

·!hen rP. got onto 

tre roe~ he found t~Pt t.ere hCe]d been severPl over befor 0 him 

for every one thc>t j11mns ovPr lec.ves eoine memorial of t.ce f'eat 
pPr>f armed_ trA moet Le fnune were Prrows end some calls aft[e]r 

..,.e ··::;s ovr-r he found no difficulty in ,jumDi r.s.;. beck Pnd clrirriec 

hie 'Jrize P11<'1 nE" .t.Prri[ejd in lnve ne the younr ·tromPn no· beJ.ievro 

E!t t.he 0 11[A Jrr. ·~e founc e six pt)und cFnnon b~ll ti"lf't -~ 

Inc"iRns ... Po brour:ht tr.ere from t:.e Missouri to brePd\. LSicJ the 

roe~ in au ~ryin~ for> 1JiDPS t~is CPnnnn tal1 tne InCiens in-

of P::ir l·.r; ":r t'. Ft trl oe on tne iv.:. 0 . river 
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pft~r we hnd worked t .e pine st0ne auerry until we were ~ired 

Rl.rrmea fnr fepr of the Pne:riee <11 tnougr I never hP.circ1 of Pny of 

vent frorn trP a·JRrry- t0 tr .. e btf Sioux river B trlbu"""rY of tne 

e c~uied prf lanced Plout for 2 ~~ntering nlace And 

.t;h ne t [a Jay f0•ma 0 DlRce Find c,,:-n.,,ed tr0re ancl went to chon-

riinr Pn roll Ci m&· up lot! hou 0 es r·e l)llt U') some 70 or 80 feet 

in lengt:t ... na nwrti ti0ned riff PB 1 8S T·::intea. f'or rn°ms the 
~ l"".r- .... 1 ~ f f In-lene found tr.ere ·.'es no g11me 1:0 t .• LeJy Pl etPrteo of or 

th~ .. ; nt er Pnc mcide no ~ unt s one O!' t':TO 1 oa ge s cmi e in from t.tie 

preirle~ ~n- trPpedc::::> 'te VP.r Elbout · t1,ro "ee :s rind c ugr~.t eone 8 

or 10 they hPd s ome dr e- buffP1o mept nn~ aeverRl otter r~ins 

~nc i-rhilet t>-t:e .Jy 'ere thA[rP] a courtsnin s~Rrted. up l'icnln the 

c2mn of n~~1r1e Inftens Pnd trA youn~ m~n g~t his frlen~s to 

DU"'C.l""PSP tte virl '1e r.f'c bPen c01.1rtiw but t 1e of ering 'P.S rP.tr~er 

P sm?ll :;ff air beinc 2 &runs Pnd a few blen ~e"".;s ,<:Jnd sorr,e trin :::ets/ft-

they ~ere tP~en to tte lodge of t~e o ... rPntP "nd lRid d0~~ Rnd 

tl--eir erran~ [~ic l "1Pf? mP( € '~nm'n but tte fether end mot!" ... er looked 

upon the offerinr with disdPin end , it~out Any furt~er ceremony I,, 
tol d t he ~essen~Prs to carry ·them of f eo-th[e]y pic~e~ u9 their 

I 

dudds ?nrl of'f th[e h i··ent ar·.,<"rr.ed PS t :e~· sr>:i.d the yo,un@: mPn took 

offence et tris or at +~e trePtment his messen~ers nad received 

from thP old ~ol~s and took hie f Un and ~ent out Pnd shot one of 

the old mFnF horses this reised tte old mpns pluc~ P little Pnd 

. he st 0 ,,..tAd. Rfter the ;voun£·ster <Vi tn p. short eun in one h?nc end 

P 1Pr club e""uck n 1 is belt Pnf 011 one hPnd t~!e old mc-n na6. but 

h.·o fingers but te 1·ps p br?.ve olc f'elloF .nnc1 ·pent to the lod.ce 
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·here the ,roung m[~Jn lived c-"na rciised up tr.e door the y n"'vlng man 

s~w thP. old. ;nan from thE> o nosite PiC:e of t::e loo.ge A.nd :nistrueted 

[sic] bottorr. [of 1 tl:e lodge ,-:e 111ent pnd out & before ti.e old man 

cou10 ret round tre younrstrr 1· FS off t?n d a odfine- · Pbout emnni.;: st 

the trPPCl so tre old •nPn could not ret Pt [c::ic] snot at bis in-

tended merk .nnCl ""he Indiens P.""ot round tr:e old f!1'1n nd he ld him 

until riP rPfe wPs naesed off a li~~le end ~e went off home to 

~re youn~ men striid ?FP.Y Rll dE?y ::>nc1 2t ni~Lt 

cnrn[e] home +-o t~ie lod@'e i:i~e.in but the olc mRn wris on tne look out 

oun~ m.n hRd cute 

hole in +-he lodge to look out from tl:e old mFn hrid ·crRwled unon 

ttPffi ~~thou~ beinf notice[fi) F1rl r~iPed the door c~.?in the 

fellow insiae [fOt] ~ut ?~ain nnd took to tne !OOd S BfPin the 

old m- n let e;:o at him but it 1-vp fl. dP~k !>nd .1.-e missed end the IndiP.ns 

took the old men hnme And in snort tim~ t~e youn@ man cPme bpck 

P.g.'3.in Pna took hie- @u n Pnd sent v'ord to the old men and told him 

if he did not aui t h is attacks on him thflt he would g o Dnd kill 

the olCl 1TIP.n Pnd tflke Lis ;;:irl And .?ll he hfld and go off Fitr1 it/' 

t: if' frifr.tened them Pna tr e old ITI[-ln aui t TTi tn tLe loss of a !lorse 

rind in £> f~l·' de>ys he :noved off to hunt in t.r e rE•iriee , no. Pe 1.•ere 

Bll neBce Pnd cuietness PrAin 

tie vrent on wi tr out building · .'.rnd got into TTi_ n-ver au [;:i ]rters 

some time in de.c[e]mb[e]r nc T,·e f!Ot rlonf" "to·1t livinr verry 

Pl1- t:-.e. freah 

r:r, me t P I coulc' P"t TT::>s s0me nq-.rks t:r~at T,·ere living· P.bout tne 

I uc::ed to sroot them 2nd ryut 

t'hem on n -spit before tt.e fire Pnd ronst t1 PID 2nd th~y •rere verry 
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good to [P.] hungry ~ncetite my ~en used to snoot olves for t~eir 

fresh me t EJnd once in P rhile ::> f P.t skunk tne Q~unks I c0uln 

ep-t; some o::!:' it but t1 e rol v 0 s I coulc not e8t mout.Oful of t 0 r:i/# 

ll P.t once ne so.; e "'.:ePrr. corninf P lonf dist2nce of[f] in the 

nr11irie Who coulc. i ... be t PS t!"P nord as 1 e ere not expecting 

Pny vis +ors pnd ~o Rnould Prrive but ·rm . . Ero ·n one of the old 

cler~s of ~he Am fur com, ny tre COillDP ny h d "0Ut in , i th .. r 

B~t lly to lonk cftPr thin£'S ~ little f'or tr.E' com J2DY nevi:;r li!l:ed . 

Mr . B. ~s bR hRd f iV n t 0 x tre sliu once before and FOt un 2n 

ooJosition thPt made trern looee P.11 t~eir refits t~e yerr bofore 

Mr B1'.'01·n "'Rid ne !"'_:-d come over 

to sPe 1:h<t •e 1,•ere coino- nd -net our )rosDects •vere fnr trrce . 

&c &c • ~r Bro1·rn orcered me tn fol lo· un tl:e I ndiAns twt hL1d 

rone to ~he Miseo~ri pna try Pna brine or induce tr. m to come bac: 

Pn hunt beP.vF>r Pnd if th[e Jy would co:ne bf-!ck t:e · 1-'.Jr Brown 1. ould 

insure ttem P. plenty of corn 

I stPrtea w"th p cart 8nd rn men and one horse end .? smPll 

the first dci' we s ['rted one of my men 

le CPmned et the 

f plls of tLe bi~ Sioux here tne river is pbout 20 -rerds 1ide 

but shoRl and rRnid beeinc just belo r t~e f Plls of t:~ big sioux 

the f Pllc Rre pbout tPn feet pno fall t~rougn so mPny bro' en 

rocks anc crPvices tnPt you cc>nnot see ;nuch ' TFter about tre - f Plls 

when the ,, r.itpr is lo. in tle morning •re nersued our journ[e]y 

on a OFn tne river Pn" · ent cons tnntly gainer 311 dFJy and Rs the 

sun 'Els 12'oing d.o rn Pe crof'sec!. trn~ big s i.ou below the forks end 

cam~ed tired And tungry Pnd our ~eer ~eat served us -ell for ~ 

hpd but ~ s~nll Rmount of nrovisi0ns 
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,# T -
1 _.;_ founa th.nt ,re could not overtP~ce the IndiPns for fro:n 

1rnue<:'rPnces the~r hRd not stop stoned [sic] only to cAmp .pnd had 

puobed for1-rprd to the Missouri which WRS t .To apys more trevel in 

the direction t1"' 0 t ·we Mere goinp· t.Gat j s to ~ne Om;:ihPP VilL,,ge So 

I concluaed to turn beck for I ~new the In i~ns would not leove 

the 0:.Ph[olws wr:ere there nps a ulenty of corn deer pnd some other 

ve gei;p bl es wnere as pt our t''i nterinr rrouna there was notr .. ing 

but mustey corn end no rreese to ept ~ith it ~na the men comnlBin-

eC' nf 1 t8 hFVin~ or leAvirnr a burnf>y~ sensetion in the storr•FlCh 

~s it t~s only corrsely Fround en- not sifted I turned bPcZ. 

next ~orning ena cRme bee~ to the f Plls end cemped tne next dey 

pros')ect PhePd for e. sucessful~ trafl~e in t!wt cu11r0er the 

frenc:-: mE>n tt.Pt c'1me out· ~"ith UR to nunt left else s there [vere] 

but few bepvPr 9n- trey all turned. their attention to huntinp- rats/:'1--

Ahout tl»e mid.[d]le of winter a tana of Susseton bi.aux arrived Bll-

mo 0 t stnrvea. and I hPd to t~irn in feect tLem on t v-o consiaerE1tiorrn 

one was if I atd not give t~em some corn they · 0uld ~ill my horses 

Dnd eet tLem Pnd then I could not ~et swPy from t~ere in th~ spring 

for 1~rf1nt of t~prris in CE"Pe tl•eyc snnuld kill And e1=1t my horses 

and Pnot~er c nsi~erRtinri WPS tnis w~s the narty .thPt took rne 

nrisoner .ond SPVe[d] my life ·1hen I 1.r::is in tbP. c :tip)ewe countery 

the old crief Li~~in- Devil tole ·me , do you recollect says 

re tr.e time w~en ti-e .Inci ns founa you in the m::inds an<'l rob[b]ea. 

you Pnc FPnted to kill you Pnd I P?ved your life Now I ·TFJnt you 

.... o · elp me he SRid I t .nld him I w~s ~illin~ to go as fer es [I] 

coulc' but l.e must recollect tr,et I nFd e good rnan:v people to tee6. 
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i:>nc1 thot hP. must not tnlnk of my feecUng 8.11 my provisions out to 

them the old fello~ looked surley end did not say m~ch I had 

a· bushel o1 corn ground find m~lde t .ro lArg[e] kettles of mush and. 

sent for ?ll the men and filled tneir stomachs end told the men 

to t;:ike the bA...l ence ')f the mush Pnd tP l.te it home to their c.r..ild-

ren So th[e]y 211 h2d a feast tre first day t.r:.e next day I 

fed them pgain then I let t_&m W?it a day or two but the old 

chief c.eme a g:Pin pnc s,qi c th[e ]y lvere stP rving· I told. him to 

moove for he would RtPrve us Pll to depth Where CRn I go he sPid 

you see trere is nothini:::' but gress end now pnd tnen a clump of 

trees el on~· the ri VPr end t~e bPnd helc on for ebout 2 wee 1rn anc. 

I hPd to c00~ P la~~e kettle of mush for them every dry in order 

to sc>VP l'TJY ~nrses ;md the object of my cooking- for them wes tr.Pt 

Rll mif ~t vet A share 8n6 by grinding tbe corn mR~e it go fart~er 

finPlly the weather moderated and th[e]y stFrtea 8nd you may 

be aesured I ~es fled to see them off fer tLey were 2 rough set 

of custo'!lers tne wea trLe:r kept on '!loo era te cna the big Sioux 

river broke U''.) pnd ePrley in MArch tte Fild fo~vl rnrte their an-

pePrPnce to the ~oy of U8 ell for ne h8.d been penned un there 

i=>B you m[R]y cPll it five mnnths in a land barren ?nd destitute 

Of ~OSt Pll r~me Of Any tind I tea sent over to the head of 

the VPrmi lli on river e tributPry of the Yissouri in serrc:r_ of 

buff8lo but none to be found Pnd 1e se1 none nor e~t pny i:>ll 

winter exceiJt P. li ... tle t.::Pt I got from tr~e old mAn tn..,.t wc:inted to 

1till t:h.e IndiPn for ehnoting ris his [sic] horc:e annd [s;ic] that v-rr s dry 
"na 

e clotn blanket for 2 

piec[e]s of meat 

\\Then the bi ft Si OUY brn1ce Up tt.e rater rnse 8 0 high thRt we . 

i-.~a. to move out of our hnus[e] and go Pnd CPrrD on the urAiriere [sic] 
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for the ·12ter CPme into one corner of 'flY hou8e nd I [ wes] fer.irful 

~· ~ruld get flooded out enttrely ~nd I moved before nPnd but ~e 

hsd r severe time out on tPe ooen · rPirie 2 north·ester set n 

F'nd ble; .o gPle and got verry cold Anc enol··ed some 

so col[d] t· rt Fe coul - no"c sleen lrnd .tne -rina ble so tLi=-t ue 

could not cook we stet~ two ays and I found the river ~ould not 

ri. e any more I nent b2ck to my houee <?nd tP ea c 1' ev· of the 

We ~Pd been out for Q month 
I 

Tthe fPll cP:re so 1.e be?Pn to kill e ;e Pn6. begcn to live a little 

Tore [li •,ce 1 t·•hi te neoole ~ ·2in Pnd in e few d.0 ys our IncliPns c me 

8trinfing ~lonP- from tt.e Orn2: p•r Villn e on tne M. 0 . no furs or 

.... hey n.r' • fiven r.ill th[eJir 'JO"der r-ind le8d .tQ 

oome of the Sioux 

hPd A ''"eg of nm·der each r-rn( in f pct they rere best fi t"::ed for a 

0 nd it ~11 rmou~nl+ed to ne.t to nothing fr tney did not n.y one 

fourtt of thPi r ere· ts 2nd H Rt HAS iorse ••e n--d to let t. em r1~ve. 

more owder for t. e s'.)rinF hunt or e, se t :{1,r could not hunt ·in the 

for tte . i nnes,..,.._P , no to .hunt £'18 tJeJ 'ent: lon~· P s t. ere •· s no 

be.over of' '"nPy ~moun .... t_ e In< i~ne ·ent nunting mu. krFt·s 

in t.e lPtte 'Y-t ~r A ~11 r :ro ·~ cnme ov0r e.~e[iJn to 

RP-= if l:e cnulc inruce the I:r.C'iPns to .uunt bePVAr but it w2s no 

u... t'·ere ··res no b 0 nver ·ortl: t' e f1ttention of so me ,1y IndL ns 

Pn in fPct th[e]y could not live so 'T."' n_.y of t_.e-n nere g me 

AS I Fro":e Mr ~Pilly t' nt tre Rock o:. St hP_e:r.p 

reff.·retl.e noint to "" ~~e one he . P~ een"c me too~ftc.r Mr 

of the un •rr Si n1;;· l"i V"'r .. ; tr tre e· ect'"tlon of rrettin · so•!Je 
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firh but He fOt C iso·noi.nted .'."Dd 8fter r 0 '.TJAinini;; [> fe 'l days n.olf 

fee-:. •re pulled u) PtE ':es PS t6.e Incians h· d rl 1- left and t!~ere. Ffl'"' 

no trPde 2nd no Inc · r~s to be seen o~ herrd of one of tr.e ho nc s 

FI'. lP hunt in&· the .: r£'e [s] to get t:hem reedy to st rt c[-line unon a 

s':unl..c and mc>de 11pr ll 10n 1-i: P.t once for to :1:Jve ~ fe8st for the men 

tl::.e -og me-de tte first e.ttec'..c and ot tbe fir"t 

shot frn11 t!-e s 1~unks bi:ittf'Y'Y 0f mus'~ Pn sen":; .:lim of [f] ho -11nf~/#. 

tr.e mi'n tr.en t::ic 1~led ~ l p f'\. rnk an - he f ot n ~hot but t.L e s~rnnk aot 
[ 1.rhich 1 

2 blop fro:n the but[t] end of his whip/\leveled mr skunk but the 

m,n P.nd dQ(" can:e home com letely uPed up in tne eyes neither of 

them coul( n t ... _e1.r eyer v-·ere terribly inflamed and. 

firey re~ [sic] ~nd such 8nother s~ell we could not benr them 

~bout CPmp ~nd ~eryt them t a -ietRnce for t 10 deys we gnt ::ill 

ec .ed un and strrtP6 for home once m re 

.?nd m"de fire •·ri tr "'ood that [ · e J broug·ht '"i th ti.s fro the bit 

s·o x l:P.r"' ·e stop[e Ja~ nne d2~r and. dug 'Ji· .es but · e dio not get 

i .... '·'PB verr.· - ff'i cult t r:i brr>r 1: t:re rock nnc . ·'e rwcjnot tools 

fit fort'"' b 1 SinPES So "e set out for homA E'S f 2st s _,ossible/# 

it cpt in +o rPi in"' D~ ·re r."'V8 ::" c+or:-r Of ttJree (rys Which ::nede 

tt ve-.,. ... ry dirPrrR 0 r"t:le travGlJnf" for we ivere in tr.e N?ter from 

mornin~ til~ ni§ht rometlm~~ie ~ir~a down sorrP.ti~ee crossing 

for ;::i livlng We frec~ently killed geese tL t vere Petting Pnd 

the [n] roulc ec:t t_ P e f€tS hen th[e ];r !1:- d young ones in them Fn 

by tbe cide of our tePrns efter much fRtifue Rnd misery we vot 

b~ck to tne Min~esot river again Pnd ~e Q t~ ~en the urec~ution 

to brinv .? cirk cenoe end hide· t so lfE' could croPs l-·_ tnout much 

tr~uble 
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/If . 
~/frorn lJ.ere re went to ~.wan lr>'eee Lere we est up the Lost mouth-

ful we had but t:re neyt d8y we sot into tne trPvcrse de s iou:x.J' I 

forgot to merti0n one circumst"nce et bi~ Sioux river 

son born ·nrmee hirPm PreEcott 31 8t Deer 1831 Vb en · e got to the 

".:'rPVPrsc ve t~"Ci P job to do to gr;t our furs in or-er ci great 

rnPny of them hedcot ··ret . nc ·'e s )ent 3 or 4 dpys in dr~ring them 

end then tCJol: :=i 'toPt for Fort Snelling or Mendota wnere the com-
. 

DPnys ")Ost ;·ps found f ()1Jnd .sll vell ~r EPilley did not feel 

so well for our trPde t~d not been verry successful ~na 1'e all 

turned in Pna went to mRking ~acks end su~med u~ ~uite a number 

Rfter Pll Pas in for Pome of t~e nosts hRd ~ede verry good retu~ns 

Pnd in [Pll] they made bet reen 3 & 4 hundred nRcks 

Mr Fro~rn & :1r Fe illy could not paree S'1 th[e]y die Pol ved and 

Mr.Bro•m lPft the countery tnd 1'rent to Mi1l'rPukie ,c.nd settled doirm 

t:nere Pnd Mr Pill~' continu[eJcl the trPde 

to p clUC}'ien to g·et r .. is SU ply of gooa S for another winte [r ]ti 

buPiness end left ~e n ch~r~e end left vith me e brother of Mr 

Rolette p drunken crPze.r fello1.r/./!e hF been An officer during tbe 

l,st 1~r but had been diemiqsed for some of his ~ld Acts when 

Mr B left he left p~rt of a cpsk of nor t ¥ine in hir cellar this 

m~n fonnd :tt ;:;nd vent to drittkinge- "nd be kept cra zy fore.bout 

P ~ee' Pnd of 811 t~e wicke& men I never _eared ~is eoual firndly 

I !.Tot a m?n to g-et into the c P,l_ l fir and 0u1 l out tbe tap and let 

the bcilPnce of the ···4 ne run out t.ren Fe got De, ce to tl:e nouse 

once more . 

I ryromi red to P eil<'l my eldest t [o ]y to scr.~01 end :-1'P j or Groomes 

t" e subpgent hfld info G., Jrred me thA.t tI'e gov [r Jnment had fl free 

send my b[0 ly there h~ 1,rould t 0 ke him t1 erP ·'i th ole~sure PS he 
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w"'s tn furnis' them clothef! rnd )Ply t r eir exDenseP there ot::t 0 rPiP_e] 

l!Oin? to the nl.PC8 or c-ccFdPT.Y [sic] So I ?(!;reed to send. [him J 
en" P"Ot t~e boy rePdy end Pmb2rrnd hi. in trLe c~noe~ ..,long. 

with ~fr !=Alleys boys And Off th[e jy Strrted Rll nt once I hendd 

P cry behind me end loo[ke] ro1rnd Rnc sew my old motr..er in lP·· r 

tryin~ to stab hPrself 

not effect h 0 r ryuruose before If Otto her end ~ook t~e [knife] 

in the evenin~ t:e old wom~n took 

cPnoe ::u1c followec5 n do ,rn tLe .rlver end Cc?'Il[e J to the plc:ice where 

1•~ejo:r Groo;nes 1··Ps camped r:nd took my boy en ··c 1 rnd off l 'i th .::r.im 

t.ii s inPde f' fuss ell round in our 

f[niily M: irife she got ;npd pnd rent off 2rni I R?id to myself 

that my son should not be raised ~mongst t~e Indians for the old 

T,romPn hnd ;Prf ec t control l of him ·'" en s h e WP s P bout 2nd thouffht 

more of bim thnn of ~ny of he Ol·rn cbildren r. nd es see h~a served 

r:ie t ·n or three t me [s] before by cerrying E ,·µ,y my crild in O':l-

~osi ti on -+-o rr.~' l•Jish Pn( W"'8 mP':einf [' nerfect Indi.o.n of him I 

hf-ld a eterrn Ct lnea. thc<t ste 0 houla not h:we t.re con troll of bin 

and ~Rs deteri[ne]d to send him off the first onport~n[i]ty thrt 
· [me] 

offered for the n1~ om~n had rnPdeArelent the.day d?y [eic] 

thP t I h::i a ever tP :en r1er ~ 2ufht er 

on° of m~r er i ldren took sick ?nd my 1·rife in her mDd fit 

becpuse I scolded them for bringing t .i.e boy bPcK had kept c i'P.Y 

f'or t · o 11ePks finally the cnild rrot eo sick th8t sne was com-

uell[e]( to co:nc b"c rnd ·et t h e ch ild some mpaicine but did not 

comP ~nto the houEe to story but lived in ~er lodge some distrnce . 
from the :r ou8e iri t:-1 her mother and hfd tne Inoien s conjurinf over 

the sick child 

triet to th~ cuic ~ to see m:r c, ilclren treated in tnis menner 
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S~ill they thour~t they ~re riFht pnd no doubt thourfit tney ~ere 

cloinp for t~".e bPst but stil-c:::::::: th[E ]y pould nnu;; put Pny confid[P- J_ 
nee in rhc-t I tole tnem about doctorin?~ ....... r -cne r<>isin~:r of our 

cti1flren 

Doctor JPrvis 1~s v 0 rry k[iJnd Pnd c~m[e] over from t~e ~ort 

severPl timee to Aee my cr.ild pnd :r'inRl ly told me t.opt chould [sic] 

could not live pnd mPdic[i]ne would do no ~noa ~s ~~~~ the child 

h 0 c:' th> dronsy in ti':.e i1eRd p•16 sto,.,ed::::::::::; viei tinp· '!i h~n I told 
I the IndiPns t~e drctors oninion Pbout tne diseese 01 my child 

the[y] ridiculed t~B idee Rn~ laid t n e childs comolPint to so~e 

otner IndiPns PR 1Pvinf tre ~ewer of necrom ncy to brin~ in dis7 

eE1e [e] rr __ en they get offer:ided Pt eAcn other t.ne c:nild died 8th 

Deer 832 p fe 1 nif~ts before ve epw a singul r unenomenon in 
tke 

the ~y ~rrich Ropeared to be A s}o¥er bf sters fPlling from tne 
/\ 

the Indicns hed ~rest cryin~ spell efter my c~ild 

cU.ed I <H: 1:ed th[ e ]m 't!T~Y th[ e Jy a.id not cure it es th[e ]y h~d 

lPuvhed ~t ,~wt I tnld them ?bout tne diseese tney held do'! n 

t~eir hee s eno ~eae no reply So [I J rot :ny c~1ild uo to tr.e 

burryinf to burry it end ~- r rolette T·r~s reeding a nri=iyer at ths 

off ., little di 0 trrce end leuP'i";.i nr ct 1JS C'S ~.r ey never hpd seen 

8 funerPl in that form befnr[e] end of 8 Prntest?nt fePture .c:::::::::::,. 

wrs buisey ~ in mRkinv up outfits for the wintPr trade r-ind 

my fe~ily ~~a no ~ouse room ebout tbe fort So ~e h~d to fO to 

diet nee of 2 l/~ r;,i les m::-\.ing 5 n:ilPs e day to go to end from 

tris I hl'ld to 00 becm se Xr Feiley r,ad no eccomodetion 
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[sic] 
•urs/\~~ily e n~lf 

breed Anc• my •ife P full Llooc h"d r-ot j_nto. some trouble Fbout 

one of 0 11r litt]g gi.rls ~I.rs :S ily 1 p.n ted one to live with .r4er 

Pnd help nurs[e] the[i]r children Pnd my wife let Lucey ~o but 

s:r .. e hPd not been there long before sne ?Ot P. 1·rhiping.........-;. of 

vnich ?-~rs B ·rns remer'~Pbly fond of .-,hlpingC~ ot.her FOples 

children So my 1·ife tco' her d[;:i ]uf!hter ['W.BY tnis offended 

Jr~ . ? . ~nd it 1~s so arr~ng[e]d tnat I could not have e house 

for my fpm[i ]ly pnC:. was "u,...4e cpuse [01] my tr?velin to lPnds J£nd 

Pna whilst I hc>ve been s Jec'.[i ]ng on the v-hiping.::::::::- business 

Mre P h8d a little bleck crild rfisPd in the fPm~JLy end P ~ounr 

Sioux p·irl those t·ro chi.loren I Pctw='lly bel [i Jeve w".>uld ~·et 

from 25 to SO lPshes p d[P]y Pnd som[e]times ~ore every dpy 

R9P:P°iey ..,.lmost Pnd I +'rPC•uen[t]ly '··oulo le9ve the hous[e] to f2et 

pv~~ fro~ the misFrable c~yinf of ~hosP cnildren W .en srrn ve s 

co~~i6inr th§]m I felt t~e re~roPch end tte trouble and ~isery 

I hPd for triflinv rpven@e but I stuck to my work All winter 

beck end fnrth rnd finRl[lJy w1nter ended I pot P hnuRe pft~r 

Vrs B hP d gone to P. Duc:t.i en "'nd I rnt tr e use of ner ki tcuen 

fer m;reelf nd. f'Rm[i ]ly ,. nd Mr :!::flill~r 11ent r,eJ.o v pnd left rr:e in 

t~~g summer brour~t ['bout anntr 0 r op~orition in t~e ~ersGn 

of }/,r B . F ;:-;r>'k.er the gentlemPn thpt I bro11 ht 1ni th~ Mississi'J')i 

when I :i' :rst Cf'n'! [e J u) tc tr~de -•,•i tn tne Inc1ians 

this ~'1mmer t. e cholerea r~e-ea througn?')Ut the ·,•orld. i:<nd e 

g-reFt m<'lny eonl'-·e] died or; the .. ' ssiE'sipi::::::;. P )E'rtey or 

c~1woi2ns 1ere com[i Jnr un tre isstssi.pi tf'ere rere sorne 40 or 

SO ?nC' the c.r olereP g·ot P'Tlon~st tr Pm Fhen th[f' ]y ·•ere betwPen 
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P Duchien 1:lr[oujnd lFlce -:Jepin ::inc_ ·nen th[ .... Jy ~ot to the grend en-

camnment about ten miles belov p e pepin tn[e]y co~~en[ce]d 

Cieing· c=:::.. but "':h[e ]y were out in t !' e ouen heAl t .r.y c>ir end but 

fe of' -chem died ~nd they nnrked tteir wpy UD to Fort Shellinf 

~~ere they ~ot med1c4ne from tns Doctor of the fort 

nbout t~iS time tne trpders U~ et the little rPnids hFd got 

out ~1th tte Indivns on Pccount of hi~h prices for goods PS 

there h&c been no cp-r;osition for 3 years the IndiRns had to nry 

for the 'J~st f?Ooa times th[e]y hrid. nYen t[.ere wes en oppos: +-ion 

for then th[e]y ?Ot goods cheap the Indians of Little rPpids 

we r e mostly rovers in the nrFirieE an& follo~ed tne buffelo for 
[d]eel 

p living Fi.1- Lad flUf'fered p §OOO A 1or tne 1vE'rit of cm[m]unition/# 

the trPders roul6 not vive them poi'Cier on credit end ,Then. tr .. [e ]y 

sold anyth[i]ng ch~rged e VPrry g~eet ~rice Pnd t~e Indiens were 

drove into desperati0n they snot 8nd sever[eJly wounded 1nrn 

ty the nPme oi L<h't bu-c as he c11a no.._ die t!'.1.ere rps notr.ing 

done Pbout it :he[yj. fled to t.t:e }.issol1ri and t 2t w::-:s the last 

of it this e;:~ve the other Inci[:_s enco11rarenent ,i:;nd some time 

onP of ttem stPbbed olf Mr larritRult in tne oeck but tne old 
' 

rentlemPn reCOVPr[e]d the I[n~iAn]~ rRn off tD the ~[i]ssouri 

cine noth[inf' l wps conp about it ~r FRrribeult hea ~efused to 

let t!e In6iPn hPve P credit Rn~ out ~1th els knife Pnd geve 

him c d"f in tte beck but 1t ell p2sRe~ off wi~hout furtLer 

trouble 

tl 1 e sumq[e]r oassed off 1,zithout eny nPrticulr.r incidents '· ... 

an !~r :::...,11_1e;r i:irrd_v13d from oelo·r '·'i•h r·is ''inter su·-mly and 

brouEht tne old notAs t~at ~y brot~[e]r ana I had given to settle 

un oui~ olii con· rtnerstip bu::·iness !'irEt LFily &:, Prescott, end 

~c~in Frunette Pn{ nrFsc0tt I naid ~hPm Pll up in full ~280 . 
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..,nd stoo cleRr of thP world onc[e] more evnin, ~nd I t~ou~ht of 
[sic] 

stertinert;\my_ boy off to ~rnhool Pfain cf? Me.1or Grooms 'l8S .?bout 

stRrtinr for the E~st 50 I aot my b[o]y. reaay ei;:-pin ;;no .ut 

him· in the c~noe ~nd sent ~i~ of[f] to the choctFt ?.CRdPm but 

thi 0 time my ·f Pmiely C:id no-'- mP~e. "r1ey Viflable~ s f'ns of 

on osi ti on but I "'""!? told tr e old. € rE nd ·not. er toolt on terribly 

?bout it 

in the f[>ll m: time wrs ou. nna I ·rn t o·.;Fr to kr B "!<:er ad 

.., 0 'cec1 him if r;_p •.rvilc trust me ri"Gr~ f'o"1e roods "to tr2de uo P.t 

...,rr.iverse cef'ioux ...-~e •·rrs verry fled to get me Ftnd ·e rr1P6.e our 

Prr nvements Pnd I =nt tee~ to ~r B illy end told nim my time 

tPS up 8~d I w..,nted e settlenent I ~ud been sleRpinf in tteir 

RiC·{. cnild I 

h to ive it ~ed,cin~]in t~e ni~~t severPl times Fnd it · 1as 

sittint room on tte flnor pnd be orf ePrly in the mo~njn? out 

of t~e ~Y · ut t~1s id not suit the madam Pn6 ' 0 0rdered other-

wise> Pn ~ l·Je r p(l t0 sleep in our lod12e ,r -ct~ our Pick c •• ild but 

th n'-1:s bP to r)rovic ence my son "~:i..l~ lives but s ,e hr·s f onP. 

to rpr lon~ hrnre . 

I , enT to tne o~ryosiTion to ~et 
' 

em loyment I told him ~e n~d mPOP me no offer qo I nad ccept-

e the first onnortun[i]ty to Pt emn1oyment Wel~ said he 

if ~I] ~11·p ve you emoloynent ~ill you etRy, 1tn me I SPid 

YPS knmr1nf2; t. flt he r>r.ul ~ no"" . emJloy me 

r..r ve set a no t~P com~rny nEd more cler~s thpn tn[e]y kn~w no~ 

to emplo~· Pnc I ~~ne r I ,r;:is tno f'irst one to let e-O tnerefore I I 
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~r BRilly but Mr B ~rde no ryroposirion So I ven~ off over to Mr 

Be ':ers and bid t .r e P-ner [i ]c?n f 1.:r c ompe. [n ]y f: oo6ciliy for ever 

Xr Rolette cnm [e] up in P. fe1·· da:y s <> r,d he f P.Ve T.e Pn order 

on Mr Yiric tte sutler ~t the [fort]~ Tor tie bPlance of my D8Y 

I ~urch esed some Eoods ~nd i ot s little 

mon-e]y :-nd got cleAr of thPr.n ['DC. r·ent to v.Tor1c rnd fOt '11.Y equi -

ment rerdy f'or the winter trp,de, ~nd "'WSelf and ?•~r H. Moore 1.rhom 

n.c:s gett nf i:oods at t.·e SPlle plPce "3Ut O'Jr goods Pll into one 

bort rnd st~rt8d off for P new bueiness on our own pccount 

I s to '.)ned .? n · · uil 1: rm the bot t ')ffi or lm·.r l::i nd opnosi te ... rPv-

erse desioux: Xr Lebl?r(cJ cn:1 ~ sic J. old frenchman thot I have 

before m~nti~nea thrt could neither reBd or !r1~e WPS tradinr for 

t~e A. M. Fur co~nany on t:~ onaoFite side of tne river but te ~Pd 

been there several yeers an~ had good heµpd log houses both ·Arm 

Pnd comf ortAtle ml w, s built fer from t1 e river where the suring 

freshettes could not reRch him but some of the ale mPns cler~s 

(!Ot CRuv:tt once in tr e bottom 01)11osi te to l:is house · tne~' 1:rere 

OVFr one U8Y hunting dUC{S t h e bot tom TFlS all overflo1veC.. Pnd is 

<>bout 15 miles long ,.,ncl fro:n one ~o t 1vo :niles 1rid.e this whole 

bot torr i-res uncler , Ater Rnd t Lese tr·ro men thet 1:'ere l}unt [i Jng 

ducts Messrs FPrr "bpult And D. CR~nbell rere tLe persons ~ney 

CP1Jsi zec i:;neir li ".:tle hurit [i ]ng- c>.inoe pnd there was no lcina. thet 

th[~]y coul& rePch Pnd tne: c11~bed e tree and then stood ell 

one Indien te~rd t~em pna stprted in P 

l i ttle huntinr cPnoe to vo to t r en but the wind VPS blo1~nr verry 

herd ,,:md tre swells r::-in verry hif;h ::-ind upset t r e I ndieon pnd he 

dro~·med the next day tr:e Indi.?ns about ten oclock fOt over to 

tr.em ~ma relievec t~1err, of r most dietressin£ situationc:>not only 
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the po8ition they had to be in Pll ni ~t but tteir cloth[e]s 
,.rere c 11 '·Tet E'nd t} e ni(r.t w2s verr? cold [ind tn[e Jy hed to ... een 
on tl:.e move Pl l nif'"nt to 1.8ep from free zing they s2id th[e y 
ere sick for A week Pfter t&e occurrence 

hPre I -oaseed t.L e ninter p, c 11C:Hie ci very food trade pnd 
cleared bout onP thousnnd dollPrs . I m~~e 2 ler~e black ~1nut 
c "'noe in the rnri.:1gc::: Pnd in two trips I ~ ot Pll my furs do,,m 
PnCl 1·ent do•rn PD- pPssed the summer 11 trflveling I went out 
,,·ith EJ surveying: T) rty to run B bounoPr:, :::::::; line bet~reen the 
EioiuY [sig_] Pn 1 chin-pe,1e Indirns pccorcing to treotey stL:mla-
tions I T·r:is hired to goo ~s in~eroreter i'or t~.e troons ~r D. 
CP.mobel l went 2s int er reter for t.r.e surve:inp:- D"rty r .1a Mr J 

did not ,ioin us un--il we rot the ~s]-_£] ne~r t.r.e end of our 
Journy.::; t~e nrrty ·PS un er c~nrge of MP1or Be[ln he Ct.Pd] 
once been lieut in the ~rmy Ana _qL Pfent for t. e ~issouri Indi ns 
but by s0me movP h~d got out of t ~m Pll And hPd n~r tAken this 
contr.,.ct to su:rv[r>]y tne boundery line betv1een tt.e t rn rn'ltionsL' 
I stPrte u 

P oPr)e?nt ~nd ? lie• t ~~d ~notter Prty ~d fODe Up by lRnd pnd 
"A r-11 rrrivea Pt S u:P r T)ifP togetLer or Pl1_ in t .. e 8rme cpy 

Pnd the fi.,.. 0 t river above th.Js Doint cFll[eJc1 tre T,ittle etrb 

'le t~a some bry> null ne to ~ 0 t our big mPCAimn· ov-r the 
rPnidc: rno/ in f, ct re t~c1 to p1.::t in t1 o y %e of oxen to null 
t:.e hn:-it ttrouP:.r tre stro[n][PEt >JPrt of the rc>nicle 
we f Ot Pll nv~r Rnd ent and CATpe6 -~ere t e l1ne wps to erase 
t P riv r ?n6 ~ot tte wefons a~d cqrts end ell t e otner t_ings 

[sic J rP"CY fror~e trc>"!! rnd t:-e r:ext dey r:e crossAd Lie river r nd 
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the soldier[s] cPmned but the surveyors were not repd.y but crossed 

the next day .,nc took tneir latitude &c and tne next d2y ve g'o t 

und[e Jr 1•'RY ~mrt mece About ten miles up the SPuk rivPr and c£m·oea.J# 

here we h£d to c:CPnfe our coursP Pr1a €:0 Fest in order to stri.::rn the 

r_epd of .';:itpb rivPr i. ~1i c11 r~e one of the points on t ::e line Bo 

off we ste rt ea rif ... ~ ... t into the brush so thick that 1·re could not see 

5 . rods enePd tne teams 2nd_ v·ei;.' ons end even C?rts coul6. not get 

8lonv 11nc ive Pll turned in ?nc vent to cuttinf er~pd and we All 

Horked h-"'rC all [dpy p C: et night rent back Pllere 'lrre started from 

in tue morning anc C-"'mD~ed 

After we h d pot our su~pers Pn0 the su[rJveyor looked over 

some some [c:ic] S['id 5 . somP 6 . somCeJ ten mili:>s PDC so on .ell 

' SP a the surveyor we just mpf ~ rine mile Lverybody looked 2stonished 

ana could hc-rdley be rnede to bel ieve that tLPt 1,rps tne cJ?se '!ell 

tLe contrBctor P?i..d ·tnPt never woulc Clo tor him for ne would be 

ruined if he did not get Plan[ f~ster t~an that pnd in the mornirig 

or0Pred tt,e surve~reors to ta'ke two mules 2nd p;:ick them end t ro men 

to leFd tnem en~ vo·strei ght throug the wooes and tne mein n~rty 

1•''?nt round by the SPu k river Pnd t~1e prairie ~ma in that •·.ray e , 
got along verry Fell for 4 or 5 a ys ·whea ·ve ccim Ce J to the ;,roods 

hP- re ther[e] 1,rps no ct~ nee to go rounc so Fe left e_ll tfle 

''l"'gons end c?rts end left 2 men to take cere of them at e lar§:e 

lake ~~ere th[e]y cPught P large amo[u]nt of fish We -oack[edJ 

ell tt_e -....._orses M16 mules Pnd foll01·1 ed the surv [e Jyers tnrough brush 

Pnd swF!mps from mo[ r ]ni[nJg til nirnt end in fact we 1.rere 1''et Pll 

one ni~ht ve CPmned on the heed wpter of lonf prairie river 

wnere t Lere T·TRS A lP :e v'i ti-~ An island .ob out 3 or 4 hund.rea yards 
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from shore on rhic.r- ,,re couQ discover :::> 12rge qwrnti ty of foHl fFea 

but couJ.c1 not d18t m"uish ~-rn.At th[e]y nere So eO~P nf the soldier(s] 

volunteered. tn c.Fim ovF>r to t:t:.em ~rnd ovE'r th[e -Jy wPnt Lt or 5 of them 

Pne founc P. roost of corrnorrints anci ":;h[e ]y knocked down about 100 

of the younP" i:ind ti ea th[i? ]m tog'et':ler "lnci drap-ged th[e ]m to the 

· lPkE' Rnc1 Du": th[A ]m in t'b.e wPter tlnc alked ?nd pull Pd tti=>i [r] ~'Bme 

pfter t_.em until th[e Jy could no lon?er toucn bottom where thl:e ]y 

begPn tn s~im Pnd re~AJched tle s[h]ore but th[e]y s~d th[eJy 

founa it verry hard ~ork for t~ere l~S conPidereble gress in the 

lRkP ~[h]ich imueded tneir nrogrese PS soon PS th[e]y l~nae~ 

th[e ]y All Pet to Fork to pick=i ]n12 their.:::::; birds Pnd tn.[e Jy m2de 

R ~reRt ste~ out of ~bPm but they tPsted so fishey thRt nobody 

relishec1 thPm 

1hen ~he su~ve)ors cPme in t~ey re')orted th[eJy had seen some 
[8iC J 

Innirns on ~,.,P O".l')Oeide11 of t11e lrke 1e all ent to bed ps usuel 

Rnci the next rrinrnin tre men 1•'ent out to look for t!leir horses/#-

th[e ly h~~ not ~een gone lon~ befor[e} the[y] returned nd reportPd 

onp mul~ de d t-nd Anot·":.er badlPy sT2bbea/CtJnere ·TRS F' fuss in t:te 

cPmD ena rre PJ <)f'Ctea to te 2ttpc;i;:ed ::inc fOt rePd;v to f 0 nc off the 

best Pe coulC: and Pll P~l1ed out to see· if ·1e coulc fine. the aP.nre-

dPtors but nothin-· "AS to be f0 mr'l but the twrses So tne contract-

or h~a tte o~~er m le srot to nut it out of misery 

~nc st 0 rte6 a[s] soon ~s oossible Fnd left t~e mules for tne r~eians 

to ePt 

they tooli;: us to te Sioux InGiPns wAs tne re.eson tLey killed tne 

mules but I doubt this stPtement for our tents were ple in to be 

seen r~ich Rre so differ[e]nt from t e ffiRke of Sioux tbRt th[e]y 

cnul no~ be 'UiBtP rnn Pnd I believe it WPS n'o,-hing bu.t 1 anton nis-

cJ ef ~r>Ft ~n .... r.e t!lern s.tabb the mules wnich e Jb8rrissed the con-
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tr ctor P good [~]e~l by l~ding his other AnimPls verry heavy and 

vie went on i·.•i "thout • eAinp. Pny Indi.nns . tr.ce ··1oods i 0rere so 

dense thPt some one moR[tJ every dey QOt lost . I emon&st the rest 

got lost onp dry pnc urobP~ly stould hPve been tr[o]ubled verry 

much to vet back or foM•Prd s I hPd rot off of tne trPCk Pnd e1d 
trink I wae loet for some time 

no E'n Pwer r~ein & PgPin but no enswer No¥ I found thRt I ~es loet 

end fired m~ gun off but no ~ns~er ~o • I thougtt the thin TnO cu 

un "n Fi thou 0 and. pl.ens 1· i::re in :ny h~=d:.l' ]a 11 in e moment ~nd ·~Lich 

'"PS the b~f!t . I fired 

rny e-un Ri£"llin rinc c{ r~lA/ pf(;f'r I tc 0 rd e f:Un p long- T'~y off I 
sic.; 

. fired egain PD( heP-rd t,-Jo 'TIOre Pnc rn?de of'f in ti-d r /\ irection efter 

e 1'•hile I fired Af!Ain enc1 f ot 0 n 2n~ 1·1er close by end in th.is wp,y 

ne f'.'0t tol?'ether Ei~cin pna efter tJ:is I ~tuc:c ~re:;ty close to the 

.. e found 

the next morninF thr~ ,~ hPd vot into P swamp end no ,~y of crossinf 

~nd •f" h· C to P'O rO !D.C r.l')out l'-) 'T1ilPE'. to t et bac'.\. Fl E'rP 1 e left in 

the morninr ~ onnosite t ,. e ·1id.tb of the "wcimn '1PS ')llly .. bout 50 

yRrds but so deen thPt we .. cou16 not ade or rord it le too'~ our 

c ur2e PfA.in and ,Tent to tne e &-e of tl:e nrrir[i ]e tr1e next dPy f'ni 

C::'.'OS co the ct.i'rn~"r- river i"" t.re V)r- irie P.bout t1·o f ye trPvel 

from LPouip.rrle ~ P:.1 e ne turned our co'"ree f r OttertPil ·l8ke ne;:.rly 

due north Fnd f ot in , ~v,nr·st c;:io:ne l ':CE?q "na , .ere to go e did not 

knm· end huntPCl. about three c1 ciys for , Pl.?ce thi:it 11e could f!E;;t be -

. t•iVeen t:r e 1 ' es 

Whi l~t re were in t h iP qurnory .r J oh ns ("\n cPme up Pi t:r1 t o 

Pll ·rere i?"lPd to see tl em for •· e ere cit a stan6. 
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So the chi ~e 1 rs soon put us ri ht 
ana in t ro d r.,;s ,.e were Pt Ot r:pil 1 tike the moi:: t nor"'vne [r ]n 

'JOint the 1!'.' ce is ten miles lcmf;:' t<nd one cle~r sreet of ·ater c>nC. 

from this point v e C<,1,e ...,Rck (01 n -Vo tl.e outlet 
of he 1n~e Pn~ took our cc rcA to~ +}~ river 

the first dRy ·e fOt lost. • P treeea, 

-'-he m0 :1 r-il l hrci soort in shootint' i tb t~_eir pistols , et the 11 ttle 

bears end +ren ~g~in 8 ,r Pt fe?st of the ~eat .u ... r u.t tor·er r .o 
h~a comMPnd of thA Fnldieers sent P not[e] to ~8jor Bean the con-

trPCtor :10~1f'[y]i.ng r.im" th t t..r_;:t [ci~J he C0Ul not ·o .?ney 

furtrer .?nd !f PVP for A.Ycuse tr....,t tiv=· the Csic J eoldier8 rvPre out 
of shoes cir:.c' clo+hes pr.d t e rF-tl,.,1s were lou Anc for trn~t caure 

t~e roopa could not rocede Fny furt~er herP ~rote beck pnd 

com Pnd ton c~ ury and return ~n~ I ~111 ssure you t~e ~rrty ·ere 
Fll vell plP, sed -f·or· rre ,. ere Rll ti red. FL_ - ral' E ea An lPd to et 
off but ~Jor BP"n . rj c + , 0vlo ruL1 hi n for t .e Govt , ould not 

r r Lieut ~~orer f'"i6 •1p ci.c nn+ 

r inci=,,. h · m fron o n o"}/ t :e rr.' jor ir~c-' r ted tn[ t he ··f1s ore" ered 
to ~ o throu-l to ~hF end of t~e line yPs arid Lieut ~torer my 

men c~nno~ roe brrP foot en( ithout food Pnd ~ave t~e order to 

~r ~ e.'.m ':rd thOUf .~t it 1~ s not ··ell 

to try it Rione ·. -'-h his ~rty o.{ follo •P.C on Pfter us End run 

hie ~orrPction line Pf' h•· 'ent tut from t.~t time t PJ aid not 
snePk to e"cl°' other Pnc'. tn[e ]y h!lC. not spoKPn . to e2ch otner for 

ebout e wPek bef6rp tnpy Prr1vea Ft this nlPce Pbout trree niles 

rept of 0ttert~i1 lc·e on ~re wFter~ oft e river t &t runs out 
o~ ~~at l"~e but is c~lled t~e South fork of RP.d rivPr end runs 
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dodn by Lord Sel~irks settlement in th~ north .e ma~e out beck es 
fest [Ps] ··e could Lieut . Storer had got out of ell patience he 
~Pd been lPteley mRrr~iJea to one [of] Mr Rolettes d[aJug~te[rJS 
of P. Duchien She ~s quite unwell ~rnen 1e left end Lieut Storer 
was verry Pnxious to get back on her account Je got beck to the 
Mississiryui nn~ t~e Lieut took his boat and left the perty to 
finish un thei:r surv[eJy by themselves PS t~ere WAS no furtLer 
denger of beein~ nolested by the Intians an~ in 8 hours re run 
dot·n to the falls i::ind footed it do;,·n to tne fort here ended rn-
other eYnedi ti on thRt T.~ps of no benef'i t to tne government or to 
the IndiP~s Rnd t:e Indians destroyed Rll t~P lPnd merkes th[e]y 
could find ~n6 in P few yeR:rs e treaty iPS made thRt mPde the ~ines 
end boundpries of no URB or nPcessitey •o eit~er narty 

ebou+ t~is time snm~ crin~ew8s CP~[e] ao ·n ~itL so~e trRdes 
to ~et some ~oods Rt Mr BPkere store . tne Siouy ~sd heen out hunt-

hcd com[P.] ?Cross trem qna '<:illed snme of t.nem 8nd th[e}r ·vere 
determilV"C to heve revenr·e ::ind no1' \•'.ns tr_eir C!'LFncc i:ind tn[e]y 
hie th[eJmselves in t!e bushes nerr the houses to rRras sunset ~nd 

PS one of them wRs voi.nfi from onA house to t~ie at.her tne Sioux 4 
or 5 in nu!Tlb[e]r fired on hi'll nna 'i "l_led hirp. enc1 the[n] rF1n up to 
SCPlp him t~e c~ief Hole in Q_py re~ra the fuss e.nd ran out 
Pnd just es h 0 ~0t out the Sioux ~ere in the rct of. colpinf the 
chinpe ra . the crief fired his Lall struck one of t~e Sioux in 
the mouth '_nocked out three teeth ~nd came out at the back pert 
of the lo~e~ jQu Pnd [he w0 PJ sunnosed to be mortPlly lounde6 but 
he g:ot E'Wey end :rnn to Aue la'rn ? dist 0 nce of t·ro T.ilP.s in n0out 
15 or 20 minutr-s time here wps P fre?.t commotion [' -ein in the 
-r'l--ole community tne soldier[s] ···ere orcer[e]d out t'lfter the Sioux/if· 
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the Siou · cind chi"'.inew hRlf breeds 'vere b[fi ]rric[lc.ein~· tneir :nouses 

the soldie~r]s 
returned but could not find the deuredRtors the ctiupele es W9S 

sunnosed 1·1::is found to be P Co,1tire or Cut .E:ir . fro:JJ some of the 
tribes ebout Mee;~ npw P. hPlf civil.ized. n82cible n:::i':ior1 that "'.Pd 
mPrr [i ]ed e Pi 11 ger chi l)De 1vF •vomPn ehd lived by boat inc R no. 
vcyPgeing for the traders "',:;he govt of fi c Prs t ooo:C L.r.e body r>nd 
buri[e]d it in the ?rave yPrd ne~r the fo~t tte ..,i oux sn enrP.prl 
to tnink the ~iliites showed so ~ucn respect to their enenies that 
tl:ey went · in the nir :C..t anc du[ open the f rnve nnd cut a hole t r~rourh 
the coffin :>nc1 snot the dead body full of srro Ts .nnd 1·ent off t:ncl • 
J.eft the frrive 1Yi thst situPtion trey sent out qna hPd enothPr 
hunt from t•·e fort for tl:e :nischief nPkers but could find no"thin~ . 

t~ey hPd all fled for the uouor country ~o the thing passed over 
by the whit L:e .Js but tr e sniri t of revenge 1:r.ich never slumters in 
the breaet of tne IndiRn 1 PA not com)osed end onley rn on~ortunity 
to ret satisfpction ·~ich offered one yerr Pfter tut P dre dful 
cnlP:nl ty f 01_ 10· er'! 'J on tne heels of the continu.nn ce of t.nis revenge-
ful spirit "r ch I sr,::il 1. relAte in its pronPr time in tr.iR 11ork 

We ~ot our ou[t]fit ~8Pfy .lP set out in our old t0?t :c:nd 
I hPd, Pev Mr Ri~~s in Pnd lady in co~u[rn)y ·~th ~e We t-rent 1 nto 
t~e little rP~ids pn~ CPmpCeJa over tte Sobbath here I wcis teno-
~ea rll fpy lonr by tte I~diEns to trrde I t .olcl t:em i~ ·ps the 
Gre.?t Spir[i lts dpy of rest Pnd to pr?y Pna I could not 1·rork nor 
trpde tfiiR ¥?S R ne~ thin~ to t~em and [tcey] could not under-
strnd cnythinv pbout tne o ject or nriCn ciule of tne spbbrtn Lut 
I kPnt them until next morni:-i~ wher1 I t:r:ided t.'leir furs pnd went 
on wi t:t my .'ir-s [i JonPry f Pmily Pnd f,Ot u·,) to t interin~ r:rouend the 

• 
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Rev b . .R. Rig&:s wi=iA miseion....,[r]y :t'or tte Sioux and 1-ras ste-

tione Pt LRcque:JErle v:her[e] 'Dr. 'I'. 8. ,rillifl.itBon hAd lived sever2l 
[8iC] 

yecirs Pnd th[e ]y rer'= chrn ienp J\ uosts thus tr.ey mipnt be eaual 

nartakers of the nrivAtions of Pn In~iPn life ana ~~nners and 

custo:ns 

t:ind ~DeE>king .gbout t .. 1e miss [i Jons i. r.en I ··ps going uu fev 

ye:::.rs before wi tr. Ar BPi lly the treder I took out s o:ne tr.re ts and 

went to reeding one dey Re ,e were ~oinr up in the bopt . Mr . B . 

l ooked At Ple and esked me wnet I 1-rps rePding I told him some 

tracts he commenc[e]d swearin~ end seid ~o [you]~ant to sink my 

boat I sHid no Well he SRid if you go to rearing those 9~pers 

on .my boat I Am sure s:ie 1 11 sink before 1 e get up !.:r Be illy 

is a roman c~tholic by cre[e]d but in soirit is en inridel 

I unloRded my bOPt Pnd moved into my old house of lest 1·inter 

.nd ~ent to 1 ork Pnd grve my In irns some credit ~nd thay 1~nt off 

~nd %[i]lled fur8 enoufh to pey thR[i]r first credit and took more 

credit for tte winter ttis mPde ~e short 0f roods And I ~~d to 

send for more to Mr -8%er Pt CP11p Cold W ter ne?r rt Sne 11 infJ' 

the old summ [er] encemYJm [e ]nt of t.-.e troops ·rnen th[e Jy first :nooved 

un tn bu1lf trP fort 

I h"d but one ~.n so I Jut nim into ~ cRnoe an6 sent hiffi off 

i th ?n order for p Pt [I J ·anted end to hire a mFn to heln UT) 

dth t~e c?noe nnd loRd the 11r>n nent do11n rno f'ot his lo~d pnd 

the firf't nignt th[e ]y cpm·)8d neAr tte fort pnf. 11ade uu P ulrn to 

eteAl the goods rnd run off So t:r ey t rin'k 't.r.e hec vy t!:ings ~nd 

hid them in? mrnure heap Pbout tle fort stables rmong-s t the 

hint; s hid ;r~re t ~ree Indi::in guns some .?xes anc ci corn mi 11 and. tr.e 

dry f"Oods th[e ]y sold ?bout arnonp:st tnP s 0ldi ers for e 11 t tl e or 
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nothing .?nd uut off do ·in the river r-na Mr B.QkAr did. not h~:.?r nf it 

for 2 neeks he irr.rnedi?tely stRrted :.? rni:>n up to me ni th P fe1· 

more rooos to inform me of 1~Pt hPd trens1Jirea 

I bad been n itinf ve ry [lnxious ebout my mRn for nePrly three 

•,ree'rn never dreP'll[i ]ng of his hc:>vinv run off for :!::e r Pd a scua r 

( na she PPP 11 vin!? in F lodfe ne rby my !1ouse nnd I tnou( ht certP [~n-

ly he l·Tould 
[sic] 

sold.eirA for 

come bPck to her ~ain but 

UR Pll DS ne I'Pd been PD 

r~e ·;es too :nuch of the old 

old solc.'l.ter in the army he 

hrid ler>rnt m. ny bAd tricks 2nd ttis '"S one of t.nem stealing I 

sup·oored 211 t!'e "cime he •ps sic 1
{ or Pome accident h, d hR1)pened 

h m ~0n ell tne time he ,~s in Pr2irie Duchien livin~ on ~Pt he 

h~d rtolPn f~om me 

he '·Tflf'! nryYJr enendec Pnc )Ut nto :rison Clnd ·~e'J't there for t:r.ree 

mnnths lut I d.1f no o to nroPsecute t~e cpse Rnd he w2e set 2t 

lib<=>rty Pnd. he ":;r.re?tPnec1 venrenc for f<l"" [e j irn')risonment but 

he n~v 0r trled it nrd lPf ~~o country after ~Pv[iJnr ~Pde ~~e] 

loore 350 thiP mPde a big hole in my urofits for the ~rice of 

furs r.1Ed rone do-vn verry 'T.uch Muskrpt oeclined t.::ree 300 :or cent 

or Y'pts th et re re '·iorth the yerr bPf ore 40 cents •ere no, Forth 

only 10 cents So [I] concluded tn ~psc tne ~inter .lone ?nd ~ent 

to chonoin~ my own ,, ,oa for tre ,,r nter thiP I found pretty herd 

for I hrd n°VRr chooced mien but in p few days my hand~ got n"rd-

ened nd the 'blisters all herled up and in onA month I hPd Trnoa 

enou~b fo:- tne winter choupe0~out tne time the old folk[s.J "IlY 

rifeS fpt:eiPr cine mot! er f!rriV~d from bPlOW to P?FS the ·rinter i•i th 

a f'l ck deu vhti=sr~ .n nc !'> f e ' c n ys Tfter 1·e recei v [e ]d P letter fr.om 

te choctR r ~catp~.v etatin~ th~t m·.r son WPS ~epd t~is t ·~ i· ~· se ul~e 0 c 
folks •eillnr Pt P terrible rPte and if one of ti1ere {sic J 01·n 
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children hPd d ed thev coulf not [lnd di~ not trke on so ~uch es 

My son [it] 

pnnePrs from the letter we p.ot died of bill_ioue oleuri9ey & the 

o1d folks dPu~hter of p0sese in the eide interncil 

such t-rpilinf rind Peepinf the r,;ooa.s fAlrly resound [e Ja for mi}-[e Js 

Rro[u]nd from the tellow[i]nf of the old mPn RD ~om~n t tre fePth 

of my son I fel~ b::>d Pt tre thou~nts of .t~e. circumstPncCe]e Pnd 

the tro1.1tles ?nd ti:e Cfl1.rne of my sendi[n]I! him off' cut I t.nour.nt 

of tr e f'r [ P ·l:>t Ru18r of t:LP tte::>VP ns ana t~.e Eci rth f'na t.np t tr.e Lord 

hFd tP ;:en P} cit wr-is i·~1s own and tnouFn[-r] nrob.sbly my son r1Pd N:en 

seve[d] so~e ot.er crlPmit! end tLPt God had foreseen this end 

hac'l t?';:pn rim hnme before snme grer t trouLle 0vertook nir.c,..-- 9nf~ I 

borP U'J Mi th tte pffliction betti=i-C" t.r An t.!':.'JRe triet nnve no 

1.ope ena beli evi n~ tr.? t some day I s~ioulc [me Pt] my s 9n Bfi a.in in 

but rr..y nqor Incipn rel8tionr hqo no noDe Pnd tnere:'ore 

could n0t be co"forted end mourned rt P tPrri~le rPte for more thrn 

I l.:;nrnt the si tm-?tinn ·tf1::it my son t'Pc' been in ['t the c:noctr1-

K~jor nrooms hP~ s~oken of t~e instttution in the ~ost 

flo -rin~- tPrrr.s :=>nc'l sr~td re wps ve-rr: lPd to f!et tr,e c' Pnce of 

send[i lnf' hiP sons to thP ricrdPm~' ~na tole :r.e it wo11lc" be ~ goo0 

nl::ice for rn~r qon 

Bei llPYE! bnys t .. 0 t 1vent to t .. e scirn ·~c) nlpce ~t t ,e s::ime +ime thet 

the children fOt onley on~ meAl £ dpy an~ if th[e]y got Pnything 

more they f1Pd to ~o end bef of the cook Sn~[e]tim[e]s they would 

p-ive ['little Pnc1 SO'.IlPtiTJie not i:>nd w0uld LPve tO'fO from noon 

until t::.1e nE>Yt morning before th[e :y could fet 211ythinp to E'£lt 

end t1:e ]y were nnly hPlf clot red ::inc in fc;ct t, e:y Bflid the InCliPns 

C ni ldren Pffi0!1gS t tr. A \vild. BPV C?f!PS 1er8 better CF reO f Or t1Wn they 



163 . 

rere llhen I nec-•rd of this 'IlY bl 006 run tl:ro i~n my veins first 

cola pno hen hot ,..i ti.1 revenge Pt tr e old. _.,c-j or Grooms who hc>d 

told ~e Pll about t~e c~octR~ crdpmy_wes so nice end pleasent 

i:in" the chilc"iren were so nell cared for if I could nave Eot ~Y 

P yPs on him nothin c oulc h2 ve 1{.e t mE> off of him • .y son ·ri"ilst 

ne -rqs sic 1
{. h?d no nursin&: :>t Rl nc5. 'nen ne ould cry for r8ter 

t~e old brute of , ne~ro ~O~Rn ·ould ~iry him for cryino for 

I never R}Rll for~ive myRelf for sending my boy 

off to Pchool cimonp-3t strmP-·ers but the old wmtm rpe the 0Puse 

She ell1·rp;p~ ·oul ve · Tile by tci"k-e rw the boy pnd cPrryinp· him liorne 

,itn her I t ol - her sne never s 01Jld r.t.Ave him fin - in in [s_~2_] 

r eteli.i::ti on :::·or m:r r, snnee s to ke e'J my son from tr.e old irom2n 

ne is gone from both of us 8nd m.ny is the hour I have passed 

in sorroi·1inf over tr e miserPble dePt.r: of my uool:' t>oy a .;ay P.ioncet 

stre[n]gers Pnd but little better tre~ted thPn tte brute beast . 

0 . shPme on ~ ~overnment t~at would ~ave pn inst~tucion of tL"t 

kine ~md hr>ve no ryerson to oversee the business Rnd see thPt the 

children c'td not surfer but death relieved him fro'D suffering 

end Goel in ti P wi sd.om took him on purpurpose [sic J to take him 

out of mi8ery pnd brutel tre2tment and [heJ is now better off we 

.o e tt~n h~s ~ersPC1 ~ors Dnd ma~ GoA be "I'"iSed for hie goo-ness 

c no· wisdom for deli V"'r,inp· rri.y child frorr. tyr~nical nanc s~ end I 

do not say Pnyt~in Tore abnut MPjor Grooms onley I l:oo"' the· Lord 

will rev'Prd him 2ccoY'ninr to r.iR deeds in deciev[iJnr :ne in the 

manner he did in f!etting ;TI/ cri ld off to scr;ool w~ ere there ras 

neither rPP'Ul t on nor ·foe r ·)oor ·ced And nothin€ but nerro 

Rhnntiees to live in And for thiR the g0vt nPid Mr Jot~son 25>000. 

t11Pnty five thous nd doll 2rR P. YP.· r 0 c om1)lete gPme of swindleing 

Pt t.r1e exuense of no or in [n]oc 0 nt Pnd sufferlll cl.ildren the 
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thou~hts of the thinr is enoufh to cni l eny ones blood, and I must 
~r?i thP V9 1 to relieve my mind from the subject 

the old folks h~d not been there long oefore tneir daurhter 
- ied verr.r suddently [sic] tLe aLse'ss broke inwprcly c.ncl she 
e1ed inst~ntly but tne old folk9 did not mAke half the mourni[n]g 
th?t th[e]v ~id ov~r the depth of of [sic] mv snn • -- v 

the sudden death of this youn~ girl set me to reflecting 
about my future st:- 1: e r.incl. ~1ha t 110uld becoT.e of me ii' I snoul' die · 
suddPnl: Pnd ~ithout renentance I should loose my rif nt to the 
:-iromises o:f G-od of eternal li:'e· Pnd be bcrred from enjoying that 

bli9S o+'fercd to n"!._l the [sic] reuent r.mrl turn unto tl:e Lord the 
t o deathR RO close one unon the o~~er ~FQe ~e reflect seriously 

R nd the lon Ar I ··r;nt -:·"le mr,....P I t: our·r,t on tr~e subject .and corr: -

m n[ce}1 nrP in~ in s 0 cr·ut <"'Del f'in::illy :r.;cc"'e uu 'T1Y my ~sic] min· to 
join the church Pnd I L0und ~n 1erce unttl I 6i~ mP~e up my mind 
to d.o somE>tr~inf Pnd I ken~ on Pt m~r ·ork through the 1· inter 
hRulinf mof pnf trRdin~ .na at lest e~rinf ca~e rnd I co~n[enc]ed 

mP:~inrm;r·DcCCS ene it; 00-;m[enc]ed thl"'Fin€1 Pna reini[n)g tt.e 
~ate~ commen[ce]d risin£ an~ rnRe so muct tLat it c.me Pll roun~ 

my houee :-nf I vris pfrpi(; of' being flooded ou-c of my house Pnd I 

moved Pll 'TIY '"ll?cl\.s pnd DUt t .• em on P scpff old out doers but the 
Yee+herset in col Ana t~e ater fell Pgein ond steid low end ~e 
~ot do m in SRfety, myself [lild ~ifP clone . 

I n~ssec the sumr:i[erl out P"'C Le'rn hPrriet 1 ".ere tne mission-
Pries live • ~S9rs S . & C. rl. Pon~s Pnd Mr Stevens the Messrs 
Ponds h~a live& Pllre~ay 2 yePrR Plane before Vr Stevens cPm[e] 
uu there bu"c after r . Steven8. c.'=''!le ~r[e]y Pll Joined together for 
a yeRr or tMO pnc kent ~ mi c: si onp [r ]y e cti.ool &c I built s emflli.. 
hOUfe OUt [~t] t~e 1~%0 f1CQ rnd eurin' t1e SU~~Pr joined tte ChUrCh 
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Pnd l ive~ h.ny "nd cn~fn~tRble under the influence of relirion 

Bnd wrote my brother at Vienr1? st;:-te nf N. Y. of \••hat I hPa c1 ono/.# 

he 1r rote that he thourht I uoulo or n.~a. 8old ':JiY .,11 for ci uev' in 

Heaven or ttvT tre rPli~ious ~eonlr: rFd nPrsuRded ~P to join them 

to pet som 0 thinr from me and "he thoufht the w~ole l~s p chimera 

and I tP~ beite~ lervA t~em 

of 1·'hPt he 11rote Tie but td~ ."0vice did not jPrr rn:e in tne le st 

Pnd I Rtuc~ to tte ~nrk of DrPyer Pnd believ8 I never shell be 

8orry for tre steu I took in joininf: t_ e c..:urch::::::;:. fnr repent nee 

2nd fei ti1 ::P- got f?Ft hold upon me and I ,,1es determined. to live 

by it ond I nevf'r ~t=iVP BePn t e ti::ie yet Lut wnat I could sr:iy I 

wRntea 'Tinre f tLt:? love of Goa Rnc. e better or grer-iter CiAeire -'co 

eerv~ him RDd my Sevior 

durin · tliP cuT~[e]r P lRrge nu~ber of CLi)pe es come o~n 

tn viPit ~.e Sjouy t invit?~inn ot TrP Sioux 

pt. y ne, r two wee·cs f 0 Pst i ]nv r>nd counci 1.1ng Fi ~:r. the Sioux In-

C'iPne r !1d there vere judted :o Le PL out 1000 c.r [i }:me" s men 

rornen :-~nc c. il(r~n r nd RS t:t[eJy 1·ere le.ovin t1Jo PillP(:!'ers 

relt=>tio.cc; '):C t P. m1m .... , , t. t'FP _ki'.lec' by ~:'.le Sioux 'Un.e sunrn[e]r 

before went ou'- tn Lr (8 Ceth un to see if th[e )y could ret e 

sea lo tne;r RRiO the Siou .. • ·a·u0 c1 tr.em one .!'.lnc th[e ]y 1·.rent Pnd 

nlaced the.msPlves on P. trril tbat le8ds from Lei\:e C lt~oon to 

Shpck ebout lrnlf £> mile south. o: Leke hPrriet or P ~iJile and e 

rPlf south 0:-
1 

LP'~e Ct'li.onn enc hirl tneu•selves in t::e bushes after 

~ 1~ite ~n Ind1 qn ~~~e rlon ty tne neme of NekR one of the oest 

Inc inns in ~~e LRke c~lhoon band rs hf' Dessed th[e]y t:1.e tno 

ct.iDnPwa Pill:Hrnrs s:riot him and took nis sc"lry cind m"ae off the 

nevs snre?d in h?lf A dty all over t:e couctry end the next morninf 

to '-he number 0f c-bout 300 1·rere off on & r-pr e:rcursion /# 
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t1 e~r trPveled. 111_1 d<:>y , na !"'11 night. en( just Pt c:. ylj ~ht they ceme 
u ,..; t:t thP cti ")P Tf>~ r p~rt nRd pone by rice river pnd somy 

th se th?t 
,ren by Rice river l·~re mristlP,y Yill L::oc InC:ir<nE Pnc Pere ~oing· 

the [y] Pttec .e - tr err. anc 1'.i lled. of men Ho11en ?ncl CLi l6.Y"en :30 odd 

t:t'e chir-:•)e•·0s ·-ere rur'1r .. aed Pnd coulf ... not account for 
t'."" con6uct of tr~e Sioux rs th[e]y r.flC: nrrted. ~11 in fri-=>:-1dship 

cr:ildren , nd the SiouY lo 0 t fifteen of t.r.F:[i Jr br2VPf' E'r.o ti~e 

ci [r lty th~t rent by §..! Croix Little. cro 1f: bPnd f o 101• ed them nd 
Fttnc~ed 1-f;E'ffi Pbout t ."" Sc rp ti:ni:> the b..,t+le on Y'~.ce creek~ they I 
'1 lAd Fit'o rt 20 chipuei·•r-s/'?~ thPt in cibout one ho11rs tim[eJ ttere 
Pqs on"' h:.m~red chi~ne~'flS flLd Sio"Y f'lAin for tLe mj_sc ief of t 1•0 

ChiD'OPW[;f'. if tte ~hiliOE'WPP hRd. notified the othP,rS th[e Jy MOUld 

r J . hR va been on their r~u Rrd ?n- got out of tr.P way but es tr.CeJy 
'Dev• noth;_n Of U_ ct f'['Q tP ren JlPCE.' tJ::ey ,•e re trrveliD§' Fl On~· 
ver"';r ; nc0nc [e rnee thi n'-:in of' no de ng- pr u.1'c' 1 tL[e Jy her rd the 

of th=· 1. omen P n d c1 i l c' re n 

SPved P 1Arpe n rt of trP r wnTen ~na crildren t. e next mornilW 

tne chinoe~s t p+ vAnt by tre MissiFei ni got· off ~i~hout 

t e onPR t~At deserv[eJd CJPctise -
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for there is no doubt but t,e two men th.rt killed tr_e Sioux ent 

ena joined thet cPmn Pna nrobpbly h2~ t~e scrlr et tie ti~e tne 

Again in ~1£ ~oR t tut I rPd :o go for t_ e b0et first from rort 

Snel linP' ":o < plPC"' cP 1• lec t.tte 11 ttle Rock upon t.ce Minnesotl/1~ 

I hr( f j -rqt t n i::::o 1 n F. C[•noe to ""'rRVPre e de=-s i ouy in [-; ':f>noe then 

I -"'o otNl ~ it fr0'TI tl Pre t 1 fo by lrnd rr.n~1.. i Jn~ in r>ll rbout 6 

%ent me "Jrett;' buiPey Pl,_ t. e :fpl_ l to e·et my '"'Ork rounr'l in ti'Tie 

this seP80n tte InCi~ns tnd been ~n W.shington end nade R 

i 'ODi Pnd rPtu "ner hnrPP t:re f nre [sic] ifove-rrber one old c::ief 

fOt CrPZPY Pn6 jumned OVRr boArd Pnfi We S lost in t li~ trer1ty 

o,ooo 
I m"ne my '·rr., U'J :o 1lY olc~ 1··i nt [er]in£" ground I rr.;c;d.e voo6. 

returns tut; the furs were 1·rort r.. notr.ing of ::iny r c coun": .!rnd I lo~· t 

mr:in[A ly Pr.c Yr PPltf>r l.oPt Po mucr. t ., : he r.Fd to s1lSuend busir,ess 

for ~P ,~a so much in ·ett thet t_e VPs8rs Pn~ele wnulc not truet 

him 2ney rr 0re 

I rrCl been anite sic'~ :n "':;.-;e ·r't·1t-nr end I wrote down Pnd eot 

Vr Sr~upl Pnnf To cn~P un nnd kee~ ~ouse 10~ me 1~ilst I s~ould ro 
So Yr Pono. c~r .. P un ana I "'E'nt a n"11 p11d 

.C-P euffered verr:' -r:uc~ fOi 1f' uo he 

told me Sti 1.l t"'e Inc'liPns do not P'Jnr"'·ci::i"le t.e:.,.-· r.111ferinrds :o 

try ~nn_ +;ec>c!1e t.hi:>m :rnC.~q_{vP li 1:e ,T) ite mPn ::ind cill trP Inoif'n 
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~npopr to cPre fn ta eometninc to A t na reli~ion end fPrx~i]nf 

ia the lPst trin~ in thPir minds Pn- there is 

mPn to ~Pen thAm in i~no~Fnce Bna uPe All t~eir influence to 

th•r?.rt the moral .-.na civ[i ]l~ z1nnr the Incir.ins I bouf:ht Mr 

EPker out 2n~ he rgreed to rurnis. me wit~ gooae end pessed t~e 

avm[m]er ..... n( ffi~Oe P little Rt tr?de Mr [B?.rnr J !'.lfrfc 1r r1riv [i Jnf 

five un the Ina · E>n tr£'dP. went into the sutlinr bui=i. f"SS cind c0m-

mPnc[e]d A l ..... rgA PP' mil1 3t P olPce c.1led Teilors fells on the 

st Croix !:le snent sorr.e 4 or 5 tno11sPnd doll "rs enc •TBS tP :en r,ick 

~rouLle ~ bo·lt his t, lPir.es bein' verrf much e~brirrassed 

r.e rent to 5t 101 iP '>D - . died Of Consumntion this tiro'rn un "11 

hie bus nesq nd 1 ~is trPcers were left out of em~loym~nt 

I lived in ~ir hnuPP 6urin~ t~e ·inter .on to, ~rde e~rinf I 

vroix .on t.o'i.ce c PrEle nf p, clriim thre]y h ..... d tp,;:en up :'or. tonn 

F te they 8gref'd to f·,irnish mP P:th one tr-ous;::inc dotlnrs to 

buil~ P rnure an{ P stnre hou.e · ith . Pnc rive me one ei~hth of 

Pll the lRna "na buildinps I hE~ nctr[i]n~ to do so I Fc0ented 

tfiF>ir off'P.r Elnd "en~ to "Ork Pna fOt·-re body of my house 1...tp <>net· 

of C. D. Foot n c0roen-Pr cf "c ..... e St Croix :ni 11 com0rny~ cane end 

I nent to l~n wi tr ni:n ~ cout tr_e rifTit &c tne 

C['88 P~f=-t nrs broupnt before J . R. Bro•rn Esc.r Juf'tice 1c;l1Q lived 

'!Jrn ~(' T'8dOlP tre ''!'' a'r:_y fOr him 

eore to ~re o:fjcrrs for t!e snl61ers usea t0 po t1ere 9nd f~t 

s':y Pn{ ,(,!Pt crun'c F'DO T;rr'le P. f!"ePt de,.,l Of trouble for them 
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end the Indi.ons used to r-o tnerF> ::- d ~et 1.11.is' ey rnd kick uo A. fuss 

Pn~ th~ a ·Tc P tne c~use of the ci ti?PDB 811 bee~ 1g drove off from 
the reserve J . ::t. P.e '1is 1-:i=;r sl..op :tor nrn~ others :e')t PHY but 

h m pn- to f','Pt rid of him tn.e . ..:: C'O~'T, 0 nr i -n le: offici::>r hFld nrderE' to 

tre :f'nrt t t tbe ci tizPns nevPr ,.ru / Pve befu}1 drove off :f'r011 

tne r"'ser e t:r t..P militrir:r for tnis licuor tr :rick fRVe ::r.e ofi'i-

onn cney tre In(iPns en~ over t0 

bro>:e Elll tre :e s P r.c ':l"Ured out tr e 

frorr. Du ucue fn:r h, s .., , - P "l~ion Pnc nn. 0 night c bout mi.6night t.r:.e 
[Mi nk] 

sherif.f· :->nc'l ttie rn2n Minck c ... e~ · o Mt">jor J'l1P:erroe r0om ::inci ;.·ere 

mn-rn in 

C'1!ll'TI"n [i,n ot:P;cPr re "'Pr:t Pn '1:;:~-1cer to enct'L' 1Y'P int0 tne 

f Min ck i_ i 01l')Y' est"tltc=tr.'T:ent/tre cnmrn::'ndiui.- officer Rent o fUP.rd 

011t rir.a h a the s_ 0 r 1'f ~rid !v1r M' inc :r marcl::[e ]d off over the river 
c>n fn-....t,;d [them] t,... ")Ut -:;h0 i"Y" f 0 et on thie side. tr.e river M<>in/lf 

but it ble • over mid Pfter ::i '''hilE R11n•.t:er one tr·i ed tr.e -vhiaky 

he c~nP in t~e for~ one 6Py pnd ~s tP (en Pnd put in t~e 

s:; Uc ~c house rind ~en;; t~.erc- " :nonth M wPs not let O'lt until he 
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proynised not to LrinF ~ny more 1·niPky tr"ere to sell to the solc~iers/",.:. 

he nromised tn cln e o f1nd tr.is nut F stop to whisky -sellinf to the 
Poldiers but in Ptout ~ month Pftcr B sreriff Rnpe(PJ~[e]d t~ere 

citizen &c but tne otficer nraered t~e sneriff out of tte f0rt 
ag-2in pnc:t he 11ent off vi. ~Hout pny prisoner c>nd thP.t CPR~ 1ent by 
he bot'lro rnCl the wcis~y trpde i·ws stopped for ci time i.:.ut -:::he 

peoule +:t.2+ hf-Id been drove off of 1 r-e reserve et the point of the 
ba~TODPt h d C0'11menc [e ]a. Rt new c~.~C_.: below tt.€ line Of the res.qrve 
now st P~ul ana tje trafic~ commenc~e]d Anew ene incrP,csed uo to 
the oresent time. but St PPul vnul" hPve been ecme ~erP &bout 

'.""'0r-'- Snellin~ iP if Tte cit1zPn9 could tRve rem~[i]n[e]d 
•·fre:'.:'e ~r§]y cnrr.rnenc[e ]d setlin,r for tr e f'i.rPt settleT.e::ts l·ere &l_l 

about the f0rt . 

I must nn .. fO on vi th 11y lrl· suit ; n ·..:.icr. Jros R. Bro1m •.<is 
thP Ju~ti~e. nf ?Pree I sued oot tefore Bro~n . tne first trinl 

c~J tre jury cn 1 1lc1 nnt pgree , n< Anc,. t:riBl :'11' s] or( 0 red c>nd tne jury 
could n'"'": Pg-ree arc I forn6 +;r!>t everJ in::'luPt:ce poss1r1le wr>s 

t~e J1PticP ~iul< like to see my cl~[iJm 

tc. i::. 0 n f'rom me becRuse ttP officers ::-1ra rn interest [>,,c in fE'ct 

to him .?"'a. .c.e i-rn1llr 1.iirn ·c.o see tr.e G:i. ficPrf injured in return 
if he c0u~C do en•-tin~ to injure t~em Fnd hPre it is sup1':lred 

but my nrno:i., 1ras too stronr ~nc tne wor1"- shored t':lo mucn for pny 
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, I tole Foot to t .. '4:e n?lf t. e clc-im Rnc F~ settle6 uu on 

thc-t tntc: re r:ifficefr)g d't rot l.:.'t;:P b·1t it ···es t e best I cBuld 

do pnc c:0 i -r st no /r'r ErcFn Pft~r this vent u-0 to tr e hePcl. of 

tr.e LP 1tP. st C:rni:x anc nnd ~s1:_c_J trak un A to in f"i te c=ir1d 11 VPC. 

he built P lr-ri;·p hn11se et the 

un ~r e~c ~f r~il d~ter an6 m[lde arren e~ects for e Dietrict 

court to be elo thPrf' out trP c::-y auoointea Yr BroPn ,ras Ptsent,, 

the Jud@'e CPM[e] ~nc fauna no nr •'·rBtions Pre. notr.:1Jnb to eet 

, nd n·ie judge went off sc0ldinr 

nointec cler':: of the court Pnn T,·1r c not; t 0 Le fr'mc Rnd no 0011rt 

of c 0 11rf' e 

he §,Ot 13 

~\vn~ce ~rnm ter on ~he flimscy eycuRe thrt te ~Pnted to go to 

trrioe nitr the '.Siou:· Inc1inns Pnd he "''S ::fr-ied trey POUlcl ':ill 

E'f ter my "rrP [n lr-e.ff'i1t " ti" foot I Fent on + o •·r0r't PHC 

finis ec ff' hnu"'e [<t tLP rnovt! o:r s: croiY- Lut trJere ves no 

business there Pt t~et n0int tx.ere PC'S one little boPt trPt 

donP Pll r-g biis' ness cc-l [ecJ t 1e noc': river 

from GPlPnr.i to tre fnrt once n 'eek qnd ti e:::1P Lf · <2_j die not fet 

I fr[e ]onently 0i.lotecl t~'"le boat 

from ~t c~oiv to iort Snel11n~ I mac.le .., little farn tut tdere 

'.Yflf' no mi=ir :et f r Pnythli Jni;- And notllifl!. ~o be mE<Ce 

ifir Foo": ::iftPr 0ur set":lerien;. left [I ;n n t0 live on r.is n.ort 
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thPy hP~ no .... hired him to [O Pbout sterlin otner p~eJoples clri~s 
pnd_ th[e Jy 1P.re .pfr,,,id .... o trust him f'or f P.Rr r:e ·oul6 lPy t::em p 

tric''i: rnc' hF' wPnt 0ff and left r.iE his ~sicj ::wn tr.ere for "'-iY 
m0nths I •pfl on tne "rrtcr Pll.. tie tir:ne to ff't cin onnortunit;;v to 

So sometime ~fter trie six 110nths 1··ere 
UD t1 e 111f n T 8li t nf f 11ne dry ": 0 C. PP • .f' l .. ... e c nu lc1 [' ol 1 tn.,, ClPiTil to 
f!et nif nay PD( wl: il PC! t ne T, [18 f o 1e I tr,o'~ my·::ix Pnd 8 tri tness and 
HPnt ~ - ., 

clriirn in nPm ~e J f'nd i)Pdloci\. - r.n J'TIP r ;:e :.re 0 1 f'r m:v p;.lt C' on 
ton of hir "'na lPft it 

·ps. f Pstened out r:e trl'u'a -.•re .... ty strorw ?bout jt for"' 'tile 
pnd trreat~ne~ , o hre2~ tre ~oc~ ~c I tole .c.im 11e r_rd Fi nenetenti0ry 
!'()r )eople tr Pt bro're J.oc~cf1 tnie did not Puit verry well E'nd he 

stopPR ~i 0 threats ~n6 r friend 0f hie ~dvised him to com,~offiise 
the T,"' tt er . 

I tole rim I ~oilC ~ive nim 60 uollrrs .re 
?.~Y>~ed to tarn it <'nd moved of:t' anu I •·•ps ones nnre left in quiet 
nnQsession 01 ~y clrim r.,ut I PfS maki[n]f notni[n]t< 8n6 h?d 
snPnt ~bout ell tcpt I broufht ·~tn me Pna was now abou: fl~t 
broke [!Q'Pin 

the ~in~rr of 18~? : 3 . ~~s 0ne of tn~ severest wt~ter[s] I 
t}"e SD"'" fell firPt PbO'lt !"1 f'oct Erne. f' h['lf rrnd '·'f'Dt 

off mos~ly rnd fell P?;>in ov-r a foot :->nWJ .nostly went off egPin 

pnd in te[tJruRry fell neer ~~O feet PfPin WP i r in all nePrly 
four feet nf f'DOP I loft sorie 70 h0fs ::>nd -~)ip" for the l,JAnt of 
feed. m;' crops n2d been P'r~l.l Pnd tir.t:t M~r CAttle rot tr::roup-h 
t~e Ptnter ~or ttere MerP P nlenty of rusnss rn~ the cettle ·could 
e:ret tf'A to'Js of ... rem Pncl on tne islr nC's tr.r·re as brus:- Bnd lsJtrFws [?] 

•# 
So I sP.vec1 my cPttle/tb'it W'S Pll I ""c' left 

I 

in +:}Jr s::iring- of 1853 I fr 1rnr little~-
I if. 

1 

I l'u'lCt tr' rnn 
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they ~·ot tnei r Yooc1 of' me e rid 

I solo some wooc1 to the stePmtoets 

SU'Ilry [~~] 
• througho NJecsrs G1win r-nd Denton pcive mt one nun<irea 

aol2.Prs -f OY' h0v. se rent Pnr l·rnod from "'"r ei r mission S~Ci€tey 

clurini=:: the sum [m ]er 111,.e I.Pd [' lEJ T suit trot on by ~ rnn n from 

Gc:lenP b~r the nrime of i:r>dcle agpi_nst He11ry J?c.<:son O! ~t. P,ul 

I "T[lS tne nnley Justice of' tr:.e ne.?ce nePr Pbout at~u trie1y browJgn.t 

the cese before ~e ihe first was to re levy e lot 01 foods tnet 

~l::iddl...e s2id t"'Pt Henry JRckson .r ... ~c obtai:ied of Lim by frils[e] 

So I isP-ued ;:::; Vrit of R~nleVin Anc. off <''e stErted in 

tne 016 Rock ~iv0I' steP~boat Pnd s1ch Pnother era~~ of rivPr tl11ck 

We got u to st P, n.l PnCl t·"e urirty fii:ivinf the 

1 ri t vent up to Mr ..:.11c csnns s:ore 8n( foun6 1. t f Pstened tr [e 1,, 
~.J 

derr; noed. E'OT:Ji tt~nce but nord i.ras no tt'y [~ic J unrt:r outsj de 

tnreat~ned to tre~k t~e ~0or d0vn pnf th[e]y Pll fOt the'r pistols 

t-o sin1t p boE't j :· tr.ere been <iny weip-ht in the OPt.Ls out t .... e pPrty 

:.nsic'e tnourf't t 'FPS tPst tn let t_ , e~.'l in e.n6. t.Le "rit WPS servec1 

-nc tte fnof s boxed up ena nut under my cn~r~e Qn6 tne dsy for 

tripl cr11e on cind t:re suit WPS auPf'.'l~d o:r nonsuited Pnc ~r Jec~ceon 

' 
run tr.rou~{::--J A r:'Joc store nf gnncs c>r.d ·msted tlem 

1 S··t ;:il PAul Pbout tr\s time , ~s e den of card plpyers and n 

~lace for +he snlcier.s to &:o ".:o p·et liouor Pnd tney used to heve 

some ni~h times nmon st the blAck legF in tho~e d2ys 

In t~e fpll of 1843 I rPceivel P lPtter from Col Fruc~ the 

InriPr! A~~rnt of'f"'rinl" mP he inter'lre~~rs berth rs n A LP.d di.f'-
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r .., do•··n Pnc m? c e "Y'r<>n ArlP!ltS .... 0 moove my fPm'ly PDO f Ot man c::im._eJ ' 
by t"·e nPr:Je of Jo:-:eph Mont 

, 
"'811 to 'Tl oov e into :ny .house r na Q';:>.VE' ni rr. 

[' 11 r.e c oulc rais[eJ from tue -f' rl r·rn Pnd one }l~ 1 f of t.tJ~ Cflttle pnd 

fort Se:ryt-emberc;. 18Ll3 Pnd ent.erpd 'J'JOn the duties o:t' inter reter 

a c o]ntrafo]t::> ·ms ri tten out na. cii ned 

.,n I •·1c s s··rorn in:o oi'fice 

pbout every month 

the Ind· Pn. wo11lc fet uu 8o::ne e c1,if'e to council vritL the P.gent or 

the comm!'.:lnl'linf of'fic0r ·Find tne 0 ind uo ·•n ld be P beg for s-ome 

ry~ov".Rions or r chPrfe for cuttin~ t1 Lber on their lRnds or fi~e 

wood Someti~PP the co ~a(n]din~ o~ficer lOUld ~ive tnem e few 

r tionc; ['llC they nould fl'O off si:iT.iE'fiPd for c> wr~il0 un-c11· they 

woulc1 ..,.et unpry for breP · "'.:herey [s_ic j irrmlc' come P Rin 

1=1s hP, thou"'!:t tr;e · cni ')D8Wf!S 'ould. come do-vrn Pnd end [c;ic] ?i:ill the 
. . 

whole- benc of them but tne re.ol cPuse of ~etti. f' 7:hem removed ·ms 
LdayJ 

to get t em furt~er off from ~re settlements fer most PVRry t.~re 

were conrolPtn-r-s l:;rou :rt "'f in t "'<:" e Inc ~i J'lDS f'or k.i l linr cr~tle 

fi cerf: c0 ~1.r· ned. of ~ ieir beei1. e nuirPnce to t-~e fort t.:e 

tl e ,!:>~ent 

kent PdviP [i ln t. er;1 to move from t.1e ln e -~to tle river rnd 

there tf>ey ;-roulr be more eec11!'e f'ro:-r t_.e c .. :i))e F<S 2nd fir.Pll..y 

I 
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up .,ith the brinds (moflt of thP;,) trPt live on tne MinnesotP[)] . tut 
rt 1. l thi!=: i "i a n0t g-et t .r em out Of t .e rpv Of tne C i )7)ffl'~S for 

l'() pnc1 run off n fl in mo~t evf'ry nPth tl .ot ·2s trPvelCe la the 

e tcic\.ea Lit"'.:le Crewe vill_Pfe -the Siou· vere r1"'_ drunk 

some i th l nee · 8 ome 'i th ::--,i ves nnley t1 e .tiWn boc y lJere hie in 
t.r.e 1 n or throe or· t .. e chi) e re-:::; 11e"lt out to tre 
Vil 1 C"f' the mPin fort ~Ps on th 1~st s1ae f the river (Little 
~roi1c bpnf · rpe tt. cc i_~_J 
f 011nd. :: 11om na tr: 

ne 0 tt~c ·e ) the first reves rer.t out 
··-Le o"" ~ C"'nf dir.in hoeing corn the~ (lhot ... er 

n r n up to [c1elp her tne french mEln 
rrn t~ hi. _ e tut ty thic.- time three or four more c __ i'JT)e, ['8 g.ot 
ury ~nd eorne o~ the~ {e~t t~e frencl~an off ~hilst the a-hers took C:.tc) 
the s-1~ A nc fent off no ltin; et Le s::im[e] time sorne otLer 

Sl'i,ortl tiy P :f'ter the Si ux fl'1t ovPr pna rushed on to tne 
cl"i ne r11P P lrrt< e n-.i:nber be inf secreted in hP grPs s the ...,1 oux 
did not S8e them •nt11 th[e]y got cloFe to them the chi oe ras 
roqe from their f.'lffi~U L nc fired ~rnd nounce(i anu.-::: ii;.illed fifteen 
the fir~t shot tren took [to] tneir heels .c. X'r n off .:nd a fen 
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of L"hcm trieir te~er ty <::::::::>- mci-e them loose the r.r;nor o:r tne 

6ry fer If they h{e Oi stood their around in R fe~ ~inutes t~[P~Y 

cru1f. h 0 ·e ... t 1 lt>r1 211 of the men Pnd then thl:eJy could. rn:ive 11ent 

fir. - kill PG the tr ·nrr:8n but they ;rere too big co ·rcol·•prds [sic ]Pnd. 

the Sioux ~erp·onlu five in nu~ter 

th~t ~ep~ uu the chpse for Pbout five ~iles 1herA t~[eJy ~illed 

t .. ere perfuJ in nll 280 

chi' ppw.ns ,..nd only 30 '!len. of tne Sioux fine h?lf' of them wAre ehot 

a o"n th A fi r8t fire of the cl:i ooewa s 

only ~nivPq ~nd die not follow tnis , eft Little crows vi l l ~&:-e 

in ritqful etrite the cliping "na 1-omded •ere ;:ill l,•i+;h the depd 

brought in 'lnc'i 1 ~~ - out in ~ ei r O'"Il 1 O~·§"f'S P n 8 frtre:c-t day 0f' 

12rr.entat1or. Einc' mou[rni ]n@ it ·•['C' ~he Doctor 0~me down from the 

fort pnd some tr00ns were sent c1 r.,·n cut the chippewns ;·ere !lll off 

out ,-.,f the ~oldiers rf>r>Ct. Pnd th[e ]y vre!(lt ~:o'.'Ile ~s tl:.Ce2~r c.ome. 

Lit:~e cro• felt tnPt he hRd received a chrstiseTent tr et :e ~Pd 

C'ererved for he :t"'a been in t 1e hribi t of goinf or sendinf out t1 o 

or three rrr YJ"rtit>s every sum'Ti[er] c:nc killinE!' some of the ch1)-

he never Pent to rar 

I tgd no~ bPen in my ned office lonf lefore Fn orfer crre 

from ~shinpton fnr tre Pfe~t pna comraD6[t:ng offic 0 re to ~t~e 

An effort to ston t:re i.·hiskey trPfick wn.icn hc-d P r·oPn to sucn Pn 

PlPrmin~ extent t~Qt every fey nifhts 2~ In~ian ·ould be k[1J11ed 

or frozen tci fie2th I hPd tn be out someti~es ev~ry ni;~t eo~e-

ti~es once P week ~"tc~inc the In~iPns withe nrr~y o~ soldiers/ 

one ni>='·ht ,.,.-e took 

seven k:ef P f'nd t C' Indir>ns •.·i t.'.1 t ~.em "na t.re next norninr· the 

cn['1"JPnc [i lnf! officer Pent- for ne 
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Back9 was in com "na 

~res 8 ir W.{'8 t 1 uck hpd ~'OU /f 
my-:::::::=:::::: you havp got enou@'h for the hole fort/# 

··e m .rn t go l'!na loo ~t it So ne told so.rP solcierP to tni.:e the 

7 kegs to t e too of t~e ~1ll outside the fort Pnd ordered thP 

Indians to be br~ucht out Pn& took 9n Fxe elonr in his hena 0 ev-. 

if the,' c ic not f' .on cPmeryinr [si_c. J v-nisl'\.y into t.'.'"e Inciirn 

countPr;}' he would '0unish them HOrre thi?n bre kinP' their ke s pnd 

hpnded me tbe ~Ye Q1a tola me to go to or~ I took the axe and 

knoc~F>a in thf> seven heade of the 1-{ee;s r->nc m<>oe fl strePm half wey 

dom the hill towcr{s tje river by the fort the Indiqns loo~ed 

verry solomn thPy h~d cone a lona a~stqnce tn et ·hiskey to 

trpde for horses rind "r,,a(i lost r con8idereble rimount by the on· er-

=tion bu~ this nut P e~on to the trRde for the ,~n~er but in the 

s~rin~ hey commenc[e]d er in in c 0 noes 

t0 fire ball cloee tr t em en - see if tr t 't•O ·16 trinfr them too/# 
~ 

pre ently Pl on;:: Cr>'TIP ? cRn o e I hcil[eJd tnern in Indirn but no 

R~ in I hPil[e]d no renly but tn[e]y uPd(led off ~s 

f Pst PS 'JOSSible Lieut hPll took [_.is ]mw=:·-:et Pnd fired en6.. tLe 

•12ter S' c-tterec l l over tne Inc1iPns but no stop he i ireci 

af." [i JB but no s+-o to Mr Indien nd. th[eJy c.·ot off L;i eut hF 11 

nent rnd reported tl:flt :C.e coulc. not brinf t.r.er:i tro .. nd t "0 canoe"' 

fine shot ne done so r nC:. 1-"e went bP.c:_ Bgain and · 'e hFld not been 

·.1e !lP iled ae.. El in 

but no 8tor. Lieut li9ll firPd one Indian fell over but the 
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other D8dnled 8Cross to tre 
tt[PJy could loec P~Fin So 

~ore ~nc th[e]y.rcn off before 

we eiave it un thre[c] C'"nLo eses [sicJ 
h"' ;<sred Pnr) ne d.ifl no+ CRtch one of tr:er: bu.t onP r.f t e Ir< inns 
~at .... crPrpe 0f rh t t rt lr16 :rtm u ~or 2 while end tha com-
[~]Pn [i]n~ officer told thRm if th[eJy did not sto runni[n f 
.niB y by therec;> in t_1e ni ~nt he 1ould pu,,_ a bo t th.Pre and 2 

n .... rty of mP.n "it! ord ertt to fire on ell t ... "'t ere D"' s sinr. P fter 
nirnt thiP RtO)"'C t:r1e tusinePs for F' wl'ile rut the nextJ inter 
the~ c~~m nc[e]d e~ein c tain backus had Jeen or~e~ed 2~2y 
rn ~ CE"Jtp n East'!l"n ···cir n crimr'J1:1nd 

er tP _n Ee ct'!Jrn 1 f<C! all 1 ciys "'6 dy na h[e]nev !' J "OUld. 
mtify h m of Any hisky tRvin[ been smu gled ~cissed he ~ould 

cleign ~ te. rn· 0n~ p ry"rty of mrn 8DQ Pn officer 
2nd ~e ~ou16 ~c in ryer 0 uit but tre Inuian8 ~ea ~ot too smert 
for us "nc f'rPc uen .ly n1 en e 1··0ulc over-tr-:ik[e] them they 'l;rould 
h2ve it hia b8fore ,e could get tot.em So~e ni~hts I have 
treveled nPPrley n11 ni ht to CPtch Pn IndiPn ~~tn 

So cetPrmin[e]d ~e ere.to bre?k uo the trpfick 2nd 
I mPy spy thct cr--ot e.c' uc: cine ,·ejor Eestm~ n done :r:r.re for t~ e 
benefit Of t~e viOUX SO f Pr PS StOPin~ ljcuor fro~ VOine into 
the Inc'li <;n countery thPn c.my oth[e Jr t;1»0 01fic [e Jrs t at com:r: nd-
ed rort Snellinv 

one s~n~PY morni[n]g some Infi ns 1~re return[i]nr from 
the agency home ~nin U~nn P uAllop 
tehin the~ bro1 h[tJ do m ~ewR t e 

Pll ~t once P shot from 

rider nd 10rse Each re-
c e~1vP A buc'c sh ...... in t .e head the second shot ~iss[ea J nd 
t _ e Inc i "n "'n0 horse & ot clP.cir tre chi ')DP"[c J s rc:n un Pnd 
took tne sc,..lo enc rrn of~ ...... re In0ian th0 ~ esca ed stood 
.1=1nc l()o'_ea on h vinrr no ~un until the chio ew"'F 1 ent off 1 en 
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he crme b;:ick 211d re11ortec c>n- in Ebout , n hour P hundred IncH.?ns 

hAd RsseTbled ~ne some went in ersuit returne~ Fnd Fei- they 
could not find Pn:thinE for tLe chi~ne [>S ~Pd m~ae trPc~s fPst 
rith t 'eir SCPl.D t_ ey brou~ht in tne dead b06y "nd lrid it do~n 

Rn ,,re J:'"{ P long ~no tec'liou'P council 

'~no,·· i ~ hP •,1ps P oin to llo" the chi pew.ns to come Pnd kill 
tte Sioux in sirht of his fcn"'.t rnd eDill thei..r blood ::inc they 
coulf ~et no cetiFfact nn the co~rrrnd[i]n~ o~ficPr cent Bac~~s 
PC~ed thPm if th[ely hPd fnrFot ~o~ meny ~om[~Jn ~n~ children th[e]y 
hP~ murdered R few su~m[eirs before and to~d them the chiJpe ~s 
coulCI not forget such P butchery in R shor time rnd ere now ~nd 
then gettinF P ~mAll nart ·nf sptisf;:ictinn the Siou ~ot m d nd 
cl 0 nProus for blooc Pnd sn d ·it i 1 - A their own f ul: tne c::ippe-
\·r"s w('ulcl co;1r- (.lt')11n in lPrt;:e p.t'·rtif!s E>nc m::-.rn lJN ce ·itn t.n.e 
St ux Pn( when th[e~y wer0 unPueoectin? tt .. e chiupeims "ould som[e] 
feF of th~m l8"'Ve the ID-Pin body anc v'<"YlPy a f'inux rnd \.ill him 
0 nd r un ryf'f 1"'8 w"r the C8se i:·hPn so mLP ]ny of the c.:..i':)pe AS were 
%illed Pnd if the[yJ coul6 [iPl~] hPd the en nee th[e]y ~ou~l]d 
h. we fone the sPm [ e~ thing tney kill ~11 th~e.y oen nna eo do 
1·1e 1.\.ill ~11 ve co::in PS orrnortM[iJty n:tfP.rs but this thing of 
Pl.loni..ng then: to come right unter t:_e prns of your fort· Anet spil-
liM nur 11-00(1 you o~@'ht to be ashmrea of it cpntPin Eac~us told 
thPm th[e]y h,d done the spme thing remindinF them of t~e timP 
they~~ fired unon cPr:in of chi.p"D"' ·'PS CRfl"JPd on the :'lat U"'10F tn.e for · 

d rPt ~ derrl. for it t·~ee of our 
ynunf men ···erP t~l~en '1p ma Rtot by tl:.e cn[i ]pperr[i~ t;y or er of 
?ol SnPlling Pnd none of them die tl:e com:r:1, nJding 0ffice:r ~~ic' 

if none of' tr4ern dierl. you tr eel ta kill Pl 1. vnu co111d ty f'irirw 
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into the .rhol c0mp this m re the Sioux m a,...,. the Sioux [r..rere] mad 
for th[e]y bef~n ~n see ~hP_ the cnm[m]rnd[i 1ng officer 1 rae not P 

·oinf to hPln thPm in th~ :nr;i tPr .:nd the rel['tions ·ere all Pround 
bcllinR Rnd crying 2n· m~kin~ the most ?wful .Pm.nt~tione 2nd cut-
tin- trPmRPlVPS Pt e t.rrible rPte t.ey nung on Rnd told~~ 

fells tt s me ones thct hrd got t ~ee of their youn~ mrn s~ot a 
fe1 yePr[sJ before tt:P chief U olP in the apy) t1 ey said th[e]y 
Pl·-.uld vo Pna kill the ,.,.,role of trem 11 tr~e corr;n[a]nding officer did 
not doe [cic' f10'11Pthin~: ::>' (')11J.lt he ?ffPir . ti.ie com[mJc>n<'1 [e Jr told 
tnem +' th0 ·r '•"Pnt; uu t" etre .t..e ,;ould ,,·nuld [sicJ ta .. e r.is cannon and < 

-

n up to their vil~ 0re ~nd batter eve~yt~in£ ~own pn{ ~ill everything 
thRt CPme in fiis ~PY t:~s celled trPm down a little and th[eJy 
be[:l1n to tAlk ci l.it-'.::le m0re re8s0nrble And the commFnd[iJnf off'icer 
tolcl l i:-m i::' the~r •·rni le' t~'k.e their decid man And t: o of :r h01nr:> quiet 

Pll to mPet .._he f,..,~t n :'t mo-rninF AnC' if t.here were Pny of his 
nRrty thRt .n, c been in the D-"rty tl1Pt killed the sim.lY1 thEt he 
1 Tould t::;ke tr em Eln- men ":hem in nrison an6. let their GrePt fether 
'the PrPsi d[P]nt:::::=:::. decide. hou the ·m::itter sboulc1 be SPttled So 
~hey vsnt off and the next morning th~e y rere Pll t~ere be'ti~es 
'.:he chi poPw"' e h"'a c "':ne dcirn tne eveni [n J€ before end cPm ecl ne.::i r 
t e fort fnr fePr of so~e treqcrerous move on the p.rt of the Piou~ 
they ~re ~11 p~reaPd in fr •nt of the fort so s to Le h ndy if the 
S.oux di pounce on t~e chinpewre to give t~em P shot from the fort' 
t~e comC~nnJ in~ nJficP~ s%ec the chippe·PS if eny of' them had 
been wt th the nPrty thr t i::il leo the Sioux tl1e dEy bel·ore t:1ey 
renlie" that h[e]y ~ne~ nntni~ Pb~1· it And 
s 1,r, [n ]re Ino i:--r1s i rom th(') un [n ]er cou L:n ]try 

th t its .rust be some 
the' ~io..ix] s~ic -chey 




