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lied, end pointed out twé or three thet they susvected of the
murder and tpld the Hole in the day that if he did not leave two
hostéges with the ceaptain until the resl murderers could be found
thét thlely woﬁld'make war upon him for they knew thlely ssid
that he must heve knowledge of what hsd taken place So the hole
in the dsy told: them té satisfy‘tSem thaf he hsad nothing to do '
with [the] afféiv/ﬁ%_ﬁould leave two young men and the comman(d]-
1lnlg officer was glad to get rid of them end their trouble and
and it slo] happen(e]d thet the Hole in in_[g;g] the dey in
select(1Ing the two young men to remain 9s»hostages left one that
wae a relative of the actual murderor but it wes found out that
1t _wes two Pillagers from Leech leke that had done the mischief
unbeknown to eanybody and ren off safe 2 demand was made for
them but th[ejy put off for the red river of the north to the
‘British possessions gnd there remeinle]d and the twlo] hosteges
were Kept in Fort Snelling sbout two yesrs and a half and when
'th[e]y were let out thlely both had the consumption end died
shortly after. 8o ended thet murd[er]ilnlg scrape but stil the
Sioux were not satisfied because they could nét wash thelr own
hends in thelr enemies blood and the first chance thlely got
'kiiled some ‘more chinpewas _

the commandfilhg officer and the Indian Agent Col A. J. Bruce
callled] & grend couneil of peace of both eioux ahdAchippewaq/#
they assembled at'the éppointed time and each party had ioud and
large comple[ilinte to make and both parties demand[ed] dsmages
for murder and for breaking & pesce thet hed been made some years
before in whieh treaty it was stipuleted therg should be perpetual

peace kept between the twe tribes or natione gnd in case of murder
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by elther party the murderlers] were to be given up end be dealt
with a8 the President of the Dntted States should direct but in
case the murderer should flee to some uhknbwn_CQﬁht[fﬂynwhére (he]
could not be apprehended then the tribe or nation to which he‘
Belonged were to pey a.sum in goods or ion[e]y as the parties
could agree upon and the agenté'to asglst in the arrangements of
their éiffiqplties in this great council the Indians could do
nothing themselves and they each party chose some of their friends
the whites to decide for them So there were three for the Sioux
and three for theVthppewas whites thlely went off by them-
selves and came béck and reported that thlely could not sgree
upon anything that would be acceptable to elther narty and fihally
thelr troubles were partially settled by leaving it to the pfesi-
dent to setfle fér them but the President took no notloe of the
affair for a long time and they = got to killing on both gides
again the S8ioux commen[cejd ‘the agent told them thlely must
pey the chlppewas,something to stop the chippewss'from coming to
war.and probably”loése a good ma[nly for one men . aftér much
talkﬂgn@ twieting about the Sioux soreed to give one half of the
venn€uJ1tyt:> éoodS'of the band that committed the.mﬁrdef which
sbout emounted to one thousand dollare from Little Sixes band

the powdeﬁ:élahd lead hed arriviel]d and that wes turned over
to the chippewas but the goods were not all arrived 2nd that was
left and happéned verry well for the chippewae semle] to wer and
killed_one Sioux and ren off end this settled the matter again/;:
the goods were returned to the Sioux Pnd‘this was the last of
the treaty of pesce theyz> have from that time to this kept
up killing whenever thlelyo could get & chence

the countery was now filling up werry fest snd sll the good
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locations were taken up 2nd the whites were encroaching upon the
Indian lends and marking end teking up claims which gave 2 great
deal of trouble to the Government end the Indians killed some
whites 2nd frequently k;lled cattle and to get the difficulties
sgttled the govt thought-beet to meke a tresty and purchase 211
the lends eﬁd put them upon s reservation would put‘an ené to
Indien hostilities smongst the Sioux amd the treatey wes made

by Govelrlnor Remsey £nd Mr Luke Les com of Inéian effeirs commiss-
ioners to make the treaties and in the summ[er] of 1851 all things
were: got in reeéiness and the commissioners proceded to Traverse
de Sioux to meke & treaty with the Sussetons first here the
comnigsioners labored a month before they could get the Sioux to
gign a treaty the. Sioux stuck out for more monlely and more

goodse the commiesionler]s hed mede two or three slterstions in

the treaty for them, and had-como to a stand stil point finelly
after much petience and welting the Susseton and Weh@ston Sioux

eigned the treaty at Traverse desioux the commiss[Liolners then

proceded to Mendota to make s'tresty with-the Lower sioux or
Medwakentoﬁ and Wshpescootu Sioux the commissionelrls labored
fi | hefe sbout & month and finelly suéceded in mak[1 Ing ?noth[é?r
treaty this two treaties took from the Medwaskinton Wahpacootu
and Sueseton Sieux the last prop under their feet except their
reservation and all they ned left to depend upon is their annblities
for fifty vears when their anmities sre to end except a oer[pe].
tusl snnuli Ity of}as,ooo pr anum for 1life only reme(ilne for the
" lower Sioux ‘
.in meking this treaty there wee a great deal of'priveté
interest brought to bear upon the:Indians and éomﬁissioners the

Wehpacootas were brought in by the. tradelrlsfor » large share of
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of the annUiti[e]s,::;although they were not 2 large ban@/%he other

bends.opposed this moove &nd verry Justley too I think private
interest worked ite point and the nehpécootas were let in abdut

a8 the m%weﬁrh_reQuested and thy&ﬂplwphpécootas were to pay their
tredelrle oe hundred thousand dollers of which Mr Alex Farribault
got fifty thouépnd'1f~I recollect right snd Mr Sibly ebout twenty
five and the balance wes divided in emall sums to smaller dempnda/%

8 lerge amount had been set epart for the removel of these Indians

‘to their reservations #100,000,00 for the Medswakutos $20.000 for

the Wehpscootae and 1t'was 8 long and tedious piece of work for
the commissiloners to get a1l thinge to sult théAtredérs and In-
disns and the Treety was sent on to Waeshington tovbe ratified by
the Senste |

thie body thought it wes best to make the indians more
obedient and dependent upon the govelr]nment wes to take all theirp
lénde from them and let them have the use of the reservatién for
a term of yesrs and‘and [eic] sent the treaty back and stated that
the Sioux must relinguish their right to the reservations also sand
then the government would retify thelr.treaty provided thlely

signed tle esmendment at thelr own expense and the same retes of

the lande in the first treaty ‘the indiens opposed this at the

start end sa2id 2t once ére we not to leve a place for the sole of
a foot What can our great father mean that the President and
Senate wanted sctuslly to run them off out-of the country and
starve thém to death and ssid fight up and down thleJy 'would not
slgn the treaty again the Govel[r]nor called them together on a
certain day and before that day 2 number of chiefs and brasves came

over to the agency and talked with Mas jor McLean the sgent and asked
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his sdvicel—1in the cas9/?;e sgent told'thgm he had nothing to say
on the sUbjecB/gze indiens told him the traders &nd the'govermment
wanted too ruin them apd staldve] them too deafh the agent told
them to do as thlely pleased ss the lahd wag theirs .they were the
best Judges how to act.in the cose théy went aﬁey dissétisfied
seyihg they hed no friende in the evening some of them came back
again and ssked me priVaﬁely'what I thoiught of their case I told
them I gould sAay nothing onley what the agent told me too s2y or

the Govelr]nor =nd the indians end I was bound by oath too repeat

whet thlely said and the Govt Officers and nothing more they hung

their heades and said half the time they could not get any person
to repeat exactly what they said ané adventages Qere taken of them
in their councilse -

I had not interpreted much at the councils for tbe treaty end
the indisns thought that their claims had not been fairly stated
or thlely would have been better deelt by byvthe commissione[r]é and
asked me if I would interpret exactley what they wanted to say to-
the Govelrlnor in regérde to signing the Senstes smendment té their
treaty I told them I was bouhd to tell the Govelrlnor 211 thlely

said and all the Indiens s2id now can we depend upon you ~thlely

seaid yes I ssid  Well thlely s21d we will not eign tne treafy :

and we wént you to say o for us and went on with a long string of
excuses for not signing - I teld them there was no use of bringing
in 211 those long stories but if they were determined not to sign'
Just to say so end be done with 1t in as few words as possible for
they had been quite saucy sbout i1t and sali]d it wes some device

to ruin theim I told them it would 4o no good but meke the business

look worse if they they [sic] were turbulent and saucey about 19/ﬂ:
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they finelly egreed to say nothiné only to say-fhat they hed con-
cluded to not sign the treety and went off home so the next day
wee the time and quite a numblelr of the indisns ceame in 2nd come.
.of. the trasders for the tradérs were anxious to see low the thing
would turn as ther[e] were somelfour or five hundred thousand
dollars to be paid out to traders and halfbreeas and so on

the Govelr]nor told them thet theilr Great father and council
had seen fit to alter their treaty a little snd wented thé Sioux
his red children to let him the President anéd council haveAell_
their lands without eny reserve 6n1ey that the President would
permit them to cultivate the lands within.the boundsries‘gf the
reserve for 8 time of'&ears the Inaﬁb}E asked how long they could
use the land. the Gowr told them the President had not determined
how long they shpuld occupy the lend but thought %s~long as thlely
wented to use it\but wagnggitain on thet point

Old bed hail thelr orator got up end sasid father we fear that
our Great fathler] at Weshington wighes to drive us to some count{rl
to sterve us to death and we cannot gign the treéty a8 our Great
father wisheé another got up and said the same énd so it went
round and ali the chiefs said the same thing and sat down the
Gove[r]nor said he was sorry that thet [sic] could not esgree to do
as their great father wished them ahd said he thought thelr great
fathler] vanted £6 do Por the bekt for his red ohildren and knew
thet theli]r gréat father»did not wish to take advantage of thegﬁf
the i1ndilalns said but little and got up and walked off

here wee now a great hub Bub the treaty broken up no room
for emigration (no mon[é]y fop the'trnde&k‘ﬂﬁ'worst part of the
~business) 2nd none for the halfbreeds a. large éum was to be peaid

accord[iIng to these treaties
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the tfaders all got together:and had & council to see vhat weas
to be done We are all ruined thlely said if these tresties are
not signed.

after thlely had refused to sign for Govetr]nor rameey Good rosd
amn o0ld treacherous 1y1ng’fe110ﬁ went oyer té Mr Sibleys one day‘and
told them that I wae leagued with the Indiens.to defeat the treaty
end thet the Indians were generallyvdispleased with thie traders for
charging them so much on their old accounts

in the two treat{iles about three hundred and seventy five
thousand.dollars'was to go ta‘the traders aloﬁe tne 1ndians told
me the Govelr Inor was verry much disPleésed beceuse he did not succed
in getting the treaty resigned and said if he knew for certain thatr
I hed advised the Indiens to not sign the treaty ne would remove
me from office but I never heard:anythihg more about the matter
until Mr H.:¥. Rice sent for me one day I went to §E Paul end
saw Mr Rice he informed me that he .was employed to try and get
‘the Sioux to sign the treaty, 2nd wanted me for an interpreter end
seid he had got the agents consent to my beeing absent from the
agency Guring the time redquired to get the Iﬁdiens together and
council & So I agreed to undertake the task elthbugh a verry
tedloug end unpnleasent one Mr Rice told me there would not a
trafer corle] near nor interferre_in‘the business at &1l for they
found that the indians were -out witn the ‘traders and fh[e]y could
do nothing with them therefore they had to get diéinterested
person tb work for them so tre Indians would not see through the
operations end now how wag tbis great wbrt to be performed

the government were not to pesuy [eic] any part of the expense

‘8o the following plan wes adop[tled to'pey the expens(e] of ‘as=
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sembl [1 Ing the Indlans, 2nd presents and runﬁers, hysiclans, &c &c
to be teken out of the removsl fun@/?n appropriation of something over
two hundred thouseand dolle[r]s hed been reserved for the removal of
the Indians out of their own monies end Mr Rice and mvself went to
- work send[i]ng,for the Indisns sll over the countery a few of the
principai men and & chlef or head men of the diffler]lent bands‘in

. five or six days thlely begen to come in end we comm{elncleld feed-

ing them and fed them 1like giuttqns snd I acsure you the way they

used up the beef and melons wes wonderful but some hed moved to
theif.fell,hunts gnd 4t waes a long time before we got them all to-

gether Mn Rice commencleld giving them presents Sdme he gave

horees some seddlfels Burning Errth‘got g sllver mounted 8psanish

saddle worth 30 or 40 dollalr]s Somfe]lgot fine coats

after feeding and weiting upon them for 15 days we got them |

ell together and the great question was put them . about signing the
amendment to the treaty by Mr Rice with sllvthe explanpfions as to
the resulte end the cause of the Senstes wishing to claim the whole
countery the Indians went off by themﬁplves end they talked the
metter over for three days and had not come to eanything definite
end one chief ws2e wenting Wabsghaw hed not arrived he arrivedw,}
at the‘lest hour and he had to hear all over again which kept usi
enoth[e]r aey end a night finélley I went to Wabsshaw slone by =
himeelf he told me he ment to sign the treaty but but [sic] id
not cere about hurrying the matter as he he [sic] wented to under-
- 8tend 211 sbout the result ‘by so doing he kept us to the lést
moment and even when. they went outvto have thelir last COJHCil
kaps 1aw would not give his views to the Indlans in general until

I went out where they were and. told him we had been some: twenty
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days and we were tired of dreglgling along when they could make up
their minds in a few minutlels 3¢ thlely chosed the Indians all
geid thaet th[e]y 1ad m:dé up thelr minds to follow Websshaw end
whichy [sic] wey he goes we follow  finally Wabeshew came out and
g82id that the Indians had accused him of doing everythning by nim-
self but now he hed thelrisssént to do as he pleased=——>he should sign
the treaty %hst was all that wes thet wee that was [sic] wanted

and off we_ali‘stprted for'Gove[rJnor Remseys office to sign the
treaty When we got up there we hesd snother loﬁg psrl[e]y the
lower Sioux demsnded that they should have a new or a change of
blackemiths this wés.agréed‘too then they ssked for tiielr reser-
vation to be made on Lake Hoksh Mump the head of one of thé tribu-
toriee of the Blue Esrth river the Goverlnor) studdied some tiﬁe
to get an enswer to thié request finallay goid he would write to
their Great spother at Weshington and tell him thelr request end in
the mel2]ntime aé.wénted them to sigh his psper g8 he had sdme
-medale to distribute ‘ Well then the Upper sloux demended five
thousand dollars in Won[ely to sign the govelrInor told them
theilr great fether hed given a great desl of money and he thought
thet if he esked for more thlely would not get it and tulely vetter
not ask for any So afﬁﬁr] pulling back and forth until late in
ﬁhe sfternoon thely] commﬁﬂﬁcﬁﬂé signingo Wabeshew fipst I believgﬁ’
efter all wee done then ceme the meéals this mede qulte a com-
petition énd\a good meny went sway AQlssatigfled and I think we we
[sic] were 211 truley héppey to bring the business to 2 close for
we had leboured night snd dsy for sbout 20 days I never worked
more assiduously than in this case I was determined thst if
"there was aney possibility of getting them to sign I would do {11t

: o [sic]
for this reasonz— they hsé circulated & liieAabout me in relation.
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to my beeing a partey to breaking up the first council or their not
signing the treaty when the Govelrlnor first oroposed 1t to theqﬁ#
and when the 8loux found out how the thing had been menaged'they
were terribie wrathy et - me end Mr Rice and the whole expense had

been paid out of their funds made them feel stil more hostile thsan

ever

Zlhe whole expense beeing about 25 to 30 thousand dollers
e ooeut of their removal funq/&'got for my services a kind of &
gult of clothes from Mr Rice Mr Rice was to have ten thoussand
.dollars but from whom I 8o not know but think Mr Dousman had & hand
in the matter and I think Mr Rice got no monlely but 2 turn on some

0ld account that Mr Rice thought he ought not to pay and I think

f ’ probably Mr Dousman made Mr Rice pay for some of the horses So
thet Mr Rice had 211 our work fbr nothing 1n-9 manner and the
traders resped all the benefits for thlely got 211 the mon[ely
except what Mr Tyler got for asssisting the business along in wesh-
ington 15 pr cent was hle demand and he got it which amounted
to somevfifty thousand éollars for him and his party

éfter the treaty bus;ness was all over Mr Rice end myself were
both teken sick Mr H.,was.a pulmonary complaint and [ﬁe] ceme near
dying I hed typhold fever snd I was very low for a time the
Indians said it was a judgement upon us andrsome of them wished
we would die Good roed in perticulaf gaid he wished I would'diq/#
he was taken sick a short time eftér end died himself in a few
dsys the news came one day that Mr Rice was d69£ﬂ en Indian

whoop of joy went up from the mouths and hearts of of [sic] some

people that lived not far from me but the elarm hapiley wes @ fels(d
one We both lived and sre stil working for the good of mankind
fﬁﬁu&c&aJstzqq
RH.JJ
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and the emigrante found a place to settle down on the finest country
in the west wherees with one word the tresty could have all been
blowed to the‘wiﬁds and the tredelr]s would hsve got no mon[e]y nor
the people eney lesnds on the west gide ofAthe Miseiseippl to'settle
upon | |

in the fall in SeptembleIr following I had been down with Major
McLean to Wabashaw at the lower end of the lake to pay off Webashaws
bend it ralilned and thundl[er]ed thé most of the time we were
there and the iightning one night. struck én Indlen lodge &nd killed
e mpﬁ end wife 2 child was at the breast but was not hurt the
fluid had sppearelrnitly went-into their mouths  the eléctricity went
elong on the ground to anothle Ir lodge anéd wounded 8 or 7 more and
then run elong to enother lodge end wounded some-more So in 211
there were thirteen wounded snd killed by one flaéh of electricitxﬁ%
Wabashaw would hardly speak fo me he wes stil displessed about the
signing the treaty the fell hefore :

a8 I have not much to 2dd to'my nar[rlative until the Indiesne
commenc[e ]Jd to moove to their new homes I chall write something
about the history and events and their probable destiney so far
eas fortey yeers of,experie@ce amonget them will permit 6nley heving
their tradition for.proof which dose not extend far back as the
first trevelers in_the country could not speek the language of
course thlely could get no hiestory from the oldest Indiahs that
probably heve given some insight.into thelr native countery from
whence thlely ceme &  but so fér egs I have been sble to under-
stend them they éeém to’think they heve lived here near about the
center of the earth from time immemorial but by what power or

suthority they do not know or understand they claim to have
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occupied the countery fgr‘north and west of this now Sioux countery
and thét they . heve not relinquished or given‘up any territory onley
28 1t became destitute of geme and was not worth spilling their
blood fos/gg they heve been at war with most ell the saroundEﬂng
netions it is a wonder they heve not become extinct or been swallow-
ed up by some other nation and lost their nafivitey the assina- k
boins and omahewe are sapposed to have been tribes of the Siocux

but by qusrrelsvsnd femily broils thely] sepérated =nd have been

€0 long.aoart that thelr langusge has become so cnaﬁged thet they
have to have interpretere now to understand esch otheér snd fre-
cuently meke wér upon each other in the Missouri country 2nd now

the Sioux nation extend to the Rocky Mounteins and other nations

are makeing way for them constently end receding ferther west £nd
wes 1t not for the whites and treatiees that secures'to other nations
from 1nvaéiohs'upon their rights the Sioux in e few vears would

have reached the Pscific in enother centiaury [sic] esnd the genersl
supposition is thet thlely crossed the straits from the northelr]n
part of Russie where the Esqﬁﬁﬂmaux are now found and live epperent-
ly contented a8 they can roam all over those poler regions Wy
could the Sioux not do the sesme and continue their march by degreess
until £h[e]y found game enough to subeist upon wheré they made a |
gtend snd have fought meny bloody bsttles 2nd their marks and ﬁrace : |
of their Wér perties were visible st the Lake of the Woodslpnd

Reiny Lak;/ﬁien the British traée[f]s firet went to thst country

and I wag told of & scene that' took plsce sbmewkere not fﬁr from

the ipke,of the woods et & place called %he warpeth[ () or ehimein de
yiero) where 2 party of sioux hed been to war

they hed attacke[d] and killed » whole famillglyof chippewses
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except one young woman thet‘had by her dexteritey got awlaly from
them the youhg women had the name. of being a great runner and
at the bsll'plays allways would.win for the side she was»chosen
on the Sioux sew her makeing off end some of the swiftest men
sterted in pursult She saw thlelm coming but peild no attention
to them they thoughf they were agoing to have an eazsy prey She
let them come until they were within arrow shot when she started
off, beclkloning to the Sioux to come on  they now in turn put
down as herd eas thlely could the chippewa girl all the time bec[k]-
oning to them fto come on at last the Sioux burst out 211 a laugh-
ing end stoped end gave the whoop joy and made signs to hur to go
end probably would not of tlol]uched her if she hed of com[e] to
them se they are generous in such csses the[y] spesk of meny

bloodey battles off about Devele lake or Minnewakan Spirit lake,

and speak of whole psrties having been cut off except a man or two
to escene
although they are cruel and savege inwarr still there sre

instances where thlely have been merciful ané gpared the life of s

part or a few of their prisoners bfhere»are now some chippewas
amdngst the Sioux that were teken prisoners when thle Jy were e L N
childreq/élso some from the Missouri I found that:j::::::héd‘been.
taken prisoners and had families and were as much Sioux 2t hesrt
a8 thelr own people on the plains the Sioux have seen so much
misery by stervetion and snow storms thet thlely heve done some
ferrible deeds thet have been rnended down to vosteritey that sre
of the brute nature more then humen
one I have hesrd relsted frequentley by old Indisns about a
camp of yenktons freveling in pursuit of buffalo and necessitey

compelled them to travel faster than thlely hed been travelling
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but they had a number of 0ld people Qitn them that clégged their
march eand th[e]y could not overtake the buffalo.and one family

thet haed no horses seid they could not peck an 014 msn thlely hed
aney longer and were & going to leeve him on the prairie to perim%ﬁ¢
the Indisns disspproved of this way of getting rid of the old man
and held a council what to'do with the old man So thlely egreed
that the 0lé msn should bé set up a8 2 mark to be shot 2t or other-
wise celled him o chippews and he was to have a gun given him.and

to be placed behind 2 iittle mound end was to defend himeelf the
beét he could 2nd there wes about twenty youngstere picked out with.

the
bows & arrows and some guns and they were to attack the old manfor

esemle] 28 an enemey thie pleased the 0ld men

he s21d it was an awful thing to sit down in a 1~rge open prairie
and linger 2long for e numblelr of deye and die & most miserable
death of starvation or be torn to pleces alive by the wolves Yec
gald the old man I had much rather die in the way you have sp-
pointed So accordingly the o0ld man wes fi%ed up in the best posi-

tion by his relatives for defence thet they could place him and

the youngeters rece(1lved the signal for attack [thfﬁjy comme{n J-
: sic .

- 0Bl their war whooos and so did the old men thexdyoungsters every

now and and [sic] then would let go a volllely of arrows but were

tolo] fer off to do muoh and kept advencilnle and<7 _o—on the old
man  the oléd men uréed them on too to ocombat shouting all the time,
whilst the youngsters some would run elmost up to the old man and
ailm<=then thelr hearts would fail thlelm & the old msn would cring
his gun down to fire snd tre boys would jump eway =2né run off and
come back to the charge again } at last an accioent 1l shot brought
the o0léd men down 28 he could not see Vely/t e boys hed all the
adventage the o0ld man was teken and buried according to the Indien

custom and the party proceeded on their hunts.
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Buicides is not of freguent occurrence and what does tske
‘place is more frecuent amongst the women than with the men in
. 40 years I heve heard of only two br three cases amongét the men
end about & dozen amongst the women : the women heve much more
 cause for such scts than the men and those that take place amongst
the women are csused by forced merriages or sbuse of their husbgnds #
¢>1 know of two ceses where two ydung women hung themselves within
e few days of esch other. en indien héd epplied to the father for
one of them and the father gave his consent but when 1t ceme to

the girls eers she ran off She was sent for and brought back and

esked her reasone for disobeying the wish of her father who was a
chief gnd 2 great msn and would be made ashamed the girl esaid
he wae an inferior person that he could not talk he étut{t]ered S0
much and had had two or three wives allready and she had no love
for him but the old chief seld his words must be law and told
his dsughter that she must go and live with the man of his choice/#
She rose up silentley end went out after a2 while some enquiries
was mede asbout the girl'but no person had seen her and somé cearch
wae made and she was found hanging to a tree thet was leening over
the river onley & few rods from the house or lodge a great le-
mentation was made and the old chief got 2 greest reprimand from
the mother for his interference in the merrisge of her daughter,
and a few days after a cousin of the same girl hung herself for
the esme kind of offence the Megiden Rock on the east bank of
leke pepine was a tragedey of the same cause and polygamy this
kind of life would’suit the Mprmsns |

Many people think the Indiens live & happy life the men
do in comparison to thet of the women I have known instances

where 2 or 3 sisters or as many as 4 have lived something like o
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peaceable 1ife but evén if they were sisters I have knowh them to
have thelr Jarrs on account of Jeslousies but their customs are

a law amongst themselv([els es for their havelng anything like
lawe of forece or officerrs to enforce any of the;r'old’customs
they heve nothing regular and eny querrel or dispute arrising in
a family where a men has 5 or 4 wivee no oné interferes unless
some one of the relative femsles will volunteer to help or keep
the parties seperate so thlely cannot injure each other severely

& men having three wives the one that has the first son is
looked upon es the legael heir 88 for the girls they are gll
reepected eiike of or in thé family

the Manduns are supposed to be a branch of the sioux snd the
wey they got seperented was s‘qu[ajrrel about polygeamy I nave
known the wémen to quarrel until they would drive the husbeshd to
deeperstion and he would turn in and thresh them =211 if he did
not get worsted end get a floging=—= himself I have known that
to take place where the women would éll turn in end whip the msn
for many of them are verry strong owing to their constant lébdur
chopping carrying wood and heavy burthens.

The Borea alas is looked upon &s s sign of war in some coun-
tery and the Indiens s&y that when one appeers when th[e]y are
retufr]ning with scelps 1s a sign of the old womsn=:being plessed
with them and the shooting up-of the boreslas is s sign for them
to dance the Borealas is heré called an old womun the.godess
of war and when it appears the old people urge the young on to
dance end play they say the 0ld womsn is looking down to see
them dance then they turn in and dence round the scalp with

renewed energy snd songe of the victorious burst forth and the
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woods and wilderness echoe to & distence of four or five miles 3
heve heard them in 2 celm evening the words 2re few in their
songs but the chorﬁs is never ending the worde thlely use are
something similsr to the following the spirits have given us a
lerge fat scelp the splirits took pittey on our distress Qe
found him in a fine bark canoe We found them in the midst'of 2
ecalp dance My fathers spirit has come back again Such are
about the sentences thet are used in the scalp dance the men
ging the words first thenc ~~— the women rehears the sezme words
and the whole assemblege both men 2nd women join 1ﬁ a chorus to
the worde. for instance My fathers spirit hes come back again
éﬁ.gg,ggggzggtaglgé.ggg.Qgg. he.yo.hg.yah ha he ya he hel ha he
ya ha yeh he. end & long string of nothing but e chorus something
similar Btll they appear to have a tune to everry set of words,
and the word[s] are seldom ever longer then the épecimens ag above,
and some not so long even

thelr games ot chance are gingular what few they have and 1t
would be better if thlely hed nonle] at 21[1] for like the white
-man in expectation to Qin moreé looses all I heve known Indians
to eit down and play esway everything he possessed of any value
even to.his wife which in this case was no harm only the character
of im[mJorals for the Iﬁdien had two or three wivee. and probeb[1]y
| the womah wss better provided for by getting a single man then to
live with two or three in the seme lodge in want and misery half
the lifetime. card pia[yi]ng was but little known when I first
ceme amongst the Dakotas their games were gemes of their own
adoption the plum stone 5 or 7 plum stones are ere [sic lecreped
clesn 2nd seversl devices burnt on them Bome represent buffelo

some turteles some deer and so. on the cheracters represent so

much and they are put into & wooden bowl and the gameblefrds all :
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Qather round and st down in 2 ring and commence by tekeing the bowl
and hoist[ilng it about 4 or 6 inches from the ground and let it
down sudently and pretty hard so that the plum stbnes turn over
sometimes half 2 dozen times:-and sometimes jump over the dish

end counts on the 6utside of the dish as well as the inside from

7 to 21 es the pérties agreeibefore commenc[i Ing meke a gsme/@?
cometimels thlely meke a gsme in one throw sometim[eds in three

and ouilte s anumbelr] of blénks I have known horses guns large
kettllels and treps bet by the men who play by themselves most
allways end the women by themselves the women bet their earbobs
finger rings and.such like trinkets and the geme called the mock-
asin geme 18 they have three mockasins they all assemble in a

and three mockasins
lodge in the evening from 5 to 20 of them all men they choose

are plecleld in the center and A

sides equal numbers and. they heve a little ball that they hide in
one of the mockssins and one man is to find the ball and if he :
points to the bell the first time he loocses but if [(he] points to
it or finds it in the second t;me he wins and is ellowed to keep
his nlacé until‘he looses when they chenge sldes it ie some-
thing similer to thiﬁble playing onley they ere in parties and
"ouite & number on 2 side ané such a nolse as thlely keep up all
the time the men 1s hiding the bell by singing and retling sticks
togethef that 1t is éllmost deafning to be in the lodge where
thlely are Wnen onle] wins whaf-a shout= but 1f the opposite
perty wine by the others loosing by guessing where the ball is the
firet time then there comes 2 shout from the wining perty and as
long as one party guesses where the begllis after 1t is hid_so long
they can hold the time of guessing and they bet verry high on this
game for Indians for they bet their,all'sometiées horses guns traﬁs

&c ‘211 their mesns of living and tley pley 2ll night and I have
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kxnown the(m] to keep 1t up fbr'three days & thelr women Qere
sﬁffering for food. also bell pleay in the'forépart-of summer

1s snother geme that is played by large perties from fifty to

one hundred on = side this 1s ‘2 herd work game for there 1ie

a great deal of hard running to be done in order to win snd some
medicinfe] men is employed té make the bell ss 1t is supposle ]d
that the medicineAmsn can do eomething by his witcheraft to make
the bsall win 1t [18] about as lerge ss o large hen egg perfect-
1y round end stuffed wlilth earth in [i1t] ie cuite heavy and
when they throw it 1t goes a long distance & I have seen 1t
strike a man that stood about ten yerds off and- the blow from

- the 'force of the ball slmost killed him  the Indien‘wes‘picked
.up/for dead but came too in a2 1little while but did nof get over
it for some [time] this bell pley 1s a hard game they use

all sorts of harsh means to get the bail from each other 1 have .
seen them catch an Indian runﬁﬂjng with tne ball by the hsir and .
throw him two rods and pfobably half e doéen otners would fall
over him whilst they would be puiing'ena hauling for the bal%/#

I have seen [them] teke their ball bell [sic] sticks and slip

it between their legs when they were going like horses and pitch
them headlong 2nd threle] or four on top of them a2néd hurt each
_other verry badley sometimes and is upon the whole a game of of
[sic] herd work and subjects them to injury for thlely get eo
excited when there is large bets that they do not look to see

" what they do but rush shelald at the risk of life and limb but

to get the ball and throw it se far as thlely can  1ts amazing
to see how far they can throw the ball by their little sticks
made of hickory asbout two feet and a helf long with aAround bow

at one end and 2 small leather string passsed three times across .



200

the bow by thelre] being as meny holes burnt through the bow and
is something in the shape of a birds nest they pick the ball up

with this and throw it or run with it es long as thlely can until

‘some [one] overtskes them or rune before thlelm and meets thlelm

then thlely throw and then another tskee it end runs'or throws
the bell end kéep it a2 golng until th[e]y gqt it over the line.
which is sbout & 1/4 of 2 mile each way  When oné party gets the
bell over the line one way thlely turn and go the other way next
time and if th[e]y or the party that getslit,qver two in three
times they win or the best in three wins

Indians are accused of cenibslism but the Sioux have no such

inelination btut thlely heve eat humen flesh, meny of them, they

sey to make them brave therefore when thlely klll en enemy, they
sometimes; take out the heart, and cut 1t into small pieces
about a8 large as they can easily swallow and the yound [sic]

werriors aré cqmpelled to swallow, a plece of hls enemies heersﬁf

this thlely eay makes them brave and if they refuse to swallow the

‘piece he 1s called a coward and I heerd thém say 1t went mightiley

against the will fo get a plece down

thelr smusements are‘common and some of them are rather of
e vulgar orderA ‘the fish dance or feests is-a difty precticé
therefore 1g not often_g§t up. 1f a men dresms about seeing figh
in the night and hes‘muéh other trouble in [his] dresm the dreamer
must givé g feast tb.the fish gods or he must rive a2 fish dance
to asppease the splrits of the fish to keep them from gettingw
angry for his dream the night before solaces'of some.displeasure

towaerd the dream[elr end if the man has nothing to make a good

‘feast of he makes a dance in the following—— order. he goes out

in the morning looking for fish #nd the first that he gets he
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brings it in a lodge 1s pitehed and a2 brush fence on two sides
leaving @ lane about ten feet wide and closed at the end by brush
2lso except & smell doorwsy for the dancers to ender [esic]  the

fish that they have killed in[the] morning,is peinted sometimes

red sometimes blue an@d not cleaned atali— _— sceles guts head
and tall is staked down to the ground and some painted down from
the swen is placed in 1ittle bunches 21l round the fish a peace

offering also 2nd in the brushe [sic] fence élllround'the place

wherertke party 1s.to dance the dancers sre represented as somle)
kina of bird or animel s one men will repregent himself as an;
owl another a, loon, another a, crow, snother a fish hawk, end

80 on, Every men that dances must adopt some kind of,. fowl or
beest of prey a bear, wolf, fox, panthelr], wild caet, 2nd so on
and each one has a 1little nest in the brush fence end the bear

& wolf and so on hawe little holes in the ground under the brush
fence '

When sll things ere resdy the old man sppointed to sing will
commenoec— his song ' after 2 while you will see the the [sic]
fowls and animels approachingz=— from some pleace where thlely heve
been hid, eomle] trying [to] represent the animal he represents
and@ eppearently shy of esch other $he old men keeps ratling the
gourd shell end drum and making all kinde of noises until he gets
ail‘ﬁis band of birds and enimels and gete them sested each one
opposite to his nest the 014 man commences slnging for them to
den ce énd up thlely jump mek[iIng 211 kinde of noises in fact
ev[e]ry one heg to meke 2 noilsle] 1like the fowl or enimsl he
represents-and [1n] the dance he tries to represent his charscter
aﬁd it mekes much emusement for the bystanders pf which there are

many to witness their comicel operations after they have dsnced
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a while the given signal 1s mede for them to commence esting their
feast of raw fish first one will approesch and turn off and leave

it with.squall or screech and move on round and snothflelr will

come up and do the semfe] and Hobble off round’to the tunes of the

old mens music by end [byde= one will make a greb with his mouth

and he may succeede in getting 2 pileleée .-if .not he will move on .

round end snothlelr will try to bite off a pilelce end so thlely kxeep

azgoli Ing until th[éJ& all get 2 plece off and stored away in
thelr nests 1f thlely possiblyAcan‘ but sometimes'th[e]y do not
succeede the-firSt time and a halt_is méd[e] by the old drumm[er]
and thlely eet.dawn end teke & smoke end while thlely sre smokiné
SOmé one will try to steal the others peace of .fish and the owner
discovers him and here a grest fuse is ralsle]d by the ownler] '

meking<— a hldecus noise to try and fr[ilghten the thief off and

the other the same end probably will be & wolf ond the other a crow #

80 the crow will sqgawk'& the wolf howl and shap and snerl and cut
up wonderfully aﬁd wlhlilst the othe[r]s on the oposite side are
1bok[i]ng on some one ere steal[1 Ing on the other.side here
another qﬁarrel commencle s and~éo on unﬁil nearly all get to
quarirleling about their bite—— [of] fish:th[e]y have hid sway to
the great pmusemeﬁt of the bystznderé gsomle] a2ct[iIng the wolf
some & hawk and so on all at once the old men starts his drum
again and thlely all start for e dance som[e] trylilng to fly
some crawking somfe] bark[ilng like a wolf and so [oln but all
the time wetchli Ing their nests for fear of being robbed by énd
by 2 signal is given for thge]mAto piteh into the fish again and
régular dog pull ené neuling—— tekes placle] se th[e]y ere not
gllowved to touch.the fish with their hends onley thlely can hold

; »srlittlerstick in their hands to keep the fish 6own with whilst
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thlely bite a peace off ~ the fish has to be completely used up in
this wsV’”‘hPPd guts skin, end in fact nv[ejry*hinc hes to be eaten

up, raew, and the struglelle for a pife]cec by the €1fferent kinds
represented

- of enimals and fowlﬂﬂis great for the last plece finelly one gets

it and goes round the ringc::with it 4n his.mouth and: the others
after h(iIm mek[1Ing nolilses pullilnlg end haul[injg~th1§ wey and
that until fina¥ly he swallows 1t raw liké_gll the rest have done
and the old drummbkelr mekes o little speech of praisle] for A
bravery in eat[iing the fiéh up clean in its raw state and he

thinke the epirits are sstisfied and thet the famlly will be able

to sleep in peescle] hereafter and the dance is ended

In their wars there 1s a consilderable ceremoney used by the
war chief and he is quite an arbitrary officer at timeé he lalis
<7 >all the plans @f-sttack and mskes all laws reguiating all
the transections of ‘the trip”’“\ but there 18 no regular war
chief any person that lnoqes a relation by death elgther [sic]
gickness or in bettle thev can get-up a war perty if they heve
influence enough to rais(e] 2 psrty Some try (to] get up wag
parties but the Indiene do not put any confidence in their powers
of spiritusl disernings end will not go with them and somle Jtimes
break up the n«rty and 811 treir war narties the mén that makes
up the party never askes or 1nvites ‘a single nerson to go mitn
him 1t is ell done on s volunteer score the man that mekes
the partey commences his songs to the 'gods of power.and war which
is the rocks first and the earth 2 "the wer chief keeps up his
war for about six nights sometimes verry secret for sometimes
the band in genersl do not wish to go to war at that time for
various regsons however_the man is obstinéte and is determinfeld

up
to go end keep[slﬂhis night songs end preyer and 21l that wlsh %o
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go come in =nd join in the ceremonile]s snd when the werrior or
war chifevthinks he hes force enough end has found out by his
dreams and magicpi worke about the point  where he wlll find the
enemy end tells them that on such 2 day or in eo many nights he
will stert and af the eppointed time off hé gees and after [he]
gets about 2 or 3 miles from thé caﬁp he 81 te down end lights
his pipe and smokes to tokonshe fhese large bbuldérs of rocks and
asks the spirit of the rocks to gilve him success in killing some
of his enemies and not get any of the party killed

kg reéollect of an instance where the Sioux went to war and
one of the party got killed it was at Otter Taill lake the
8[1 Joux came upon 2 man end woman in & canoe‘hunting the Sioﬁx
fired upon them and killed fhe woman deed but the man was only 4
slightley wounded  there was so many bell holes through the-
cenoe thet it sunk in & few moments the chippewa men[a Jged to
keep his gun dry and the Sioux 21l plunged into the water to
kiil the chippewa ag soon as the sioux got close enough the
chippewa fired and killed one dead the Sioux in the nolse &
confusion did not miss their men until thlely hed killed the

chippewa end got to shore and got the scalps of the men and

woman, eand were gbout to stert for home when one of the party

looked round esnd says where is my brother  they all spoke up

and ssid thlely saw him in the water when they made the charge

on the enemy - the broth[elr went back and looked in the water
end fcund his brother the chippewes hsd taken good eim and no
dAoubt said he would have a scaglp to offset his tne Sioux wes
shot through the head snd was leiying in the water about three

feet deen the brbther draged him to shore and they set him

" up nearby the chippews men end women end lef[t] a quantity of
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trinkets hanging to his neck but thls did not satisfey the living
brother he made an asssult upon thetwer chief end wbuld have
xilled him only that the party interfered and prevented ény
further blood shed and told the enrsged Erother he was a fool and

told him he had not been invited to come théy all had all voi—

untarily come upon the excursilodn end if his brother was killed
it was his own look out :<he came for wey emd got the results of
wer and he'must put up with wirat hed taken place the brother
finally cooled down and went home with the perty wlthout ény more
‘trouble smongst themselves this time . I wes living et Leaf’lpké
a few miles from otter tsil lake end learnt the circumstancle]s.
a few hours after it took place | 4
after e while the pertey begin to essemble and dhbui[ri]gs'
ere mede if all are there that thlely know of coming when thlely
ell start off every night the war chief invokes his spirits of
war and aske for direction in the right ﬁafh to pursule] to find
- the enemy of f their guard and most sccessible and sé they go on
for two or three days hunting slong until they get within the
enemys countery when sples'ere-arranged'and one man nas to take
the wer'pipe and go som[e] distence shead of the perty and orders
are given that hunting snd firing must be stoped and if sny of
the psrty breaks the order by firing o guh the\pnrtey teke-him
and breek his gun end cut his blanket for him to all ‘which he
never saye a word in opposition to the fulfilling their customs
of lew The man that goes ahead with the pipeif he sees eny
slgne of the enemy retulrlns to the party and mekes known whet
ne hes seen or heard::$When he is relieved and another i1s sent
 shead and probably by this time tnl[ely are in the enemys country

#

and the wer chief makes his last prophecey/2t night he enters
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lhis littie lodge that hes been made by the party of brush and a

few blankets thrown over to make a lodgle] of 1t a 1little hole

1e dug in the center and some red eserth and water put in eand the

war lances aré taken out and set point up som[e Jtimes 1n-tw6 rowse and
somleJt[1Imlels in & circle round the medicin[e] lodge the war .
chief enters the lodge and comm[e]nd[e]srhis harenge and calls

upon the rocks & esrth end many of the deperted spirits that heve

fellen in battles to guide him to where the>enemy is the eesisut

[eteF—> taken and to keep the enemy from being slarmed and keep
them asleep until thlely can approach and.éet the first fire and
by the signs fhat the war chief makes with his gourd shell with -
beads 1in it that meke 1t rattle by which retling and hié in#oking

’thé,spirits he draws as ‘many of the enemys spirits to hie lodge

88 he 1s.a5going tb k111 of the enemy With his incessent retling
and singing coye the enemys spirit into the little puddle of red
weter where the war chief gives them a blow with his rattle and
pretends that he has killed themvall ané the party are all outside
anx[i]ousvto heér the result of the charm  after 2 1ittle the war
chief gives a.blow ori the side of ris water hole then ‘enother and
g0 on 2 blow for every scalp they are to. teke Sometimes a blow

with 2 groen 1s heard inside the lodge this strikes the party

with sorrow for thle]y put gre=t faith in"their war chief and they
»generaly come out abput 28 the war chief tells them:::es I have [hegpdj
many of theilr wer parties reiate ' ﬁhey set eut 1n the dark of the
night after the-war ch(i Jef has got througlhl] his ceremonies[gg_ﬁggg]gbiﬁ‘
ﬁunt of the enemy - if thlely find the[m] numerous th[e]y‘ﬂg§. toral

i vithdrew snd go and lay in ambush umtil mople] '([MS. tornﬁ:::::j:gs

fved  shoot one or two woen thlely go [0lut to hunt and run

‘[M8. torn]' ¢baut if thlely find only a few thlely will attsck
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ebout [MB. torn] 1ight and kill all thlely aanand put off for home
somectimesy thlely loose 2 man somet[1 Imes none

Doctoring the sick is performed by all those that belong to
the great medicine dancg/both men and women are considered capasble
of ddctoring if they have been iniclated into that greaf dence
bﬁt there 2re a great man(y] of the medicine party that never
-practice the art of healing the sick and there are others fear-
lees go‘ehead creatures thet do . nothing else but doctor a2nd they
keep the gourd shell acgoing 211 the time their mode of doctor-
ing is by cherming by song without words melrelley o chorus of .
hi, le, 11, 1a, continuelly for 8 or 10 minutlels at 2 time  then
they stop and rest o mom[e]nt end the man of the lodge will fill
2 pip[ej and give the doetor to smoke after smoking the doctér
will comm[en]ece sgain with the seme words end tune esgein and after
he has sang 2 while he will commence sucking the parts most efflel
tleld he will drew with his mouth as lbng as he can hold his
bfeath whenlhe will let go with & stemp on the ground geging and
making allzgdrts‘of noisee _he turns round and tekes a 1ittle dish
with water that hes some resd earth in 1t in which he gulrlgles
end whistles 2nd washes out his mouth and turns and goes at it
egain end keeps on for half an hour sometimle]s before he stops
for a smokle] when he looks et the dish of water to see what he
hes drawn out by suctipn ané at the.same time determinlels what
the diseas(e] 1s sometimlels he thinks he has dreswn out a
quantity of bile other timee he thinkd it i1s some animel that has
been sent byisome other Indian for revengé for som{e] alledged
of fence to mske themjsick ale] thlely bélieve 2ll the medic(i lne
have the power of sending different kinde of thinge by esome suplelr=

natursl power to distucrbj the peace of 2nother and the doctor hes
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to divinfe]what it is and has to fry and drive the ahimai out
(M8.torn] sick verson. Somelimiel the doctor will say it & [MS.torn].
or ‘2 fishér & louse or somlelthing of this kind [MS. torn] in the
body of the sick person, and he ordérers [§;gl [MS. tornlof a

furtlé out of Bimeh benk (M8. torn] h of the same materizl end

[M8. torn] and orders two or three gune [MS. torn] end wud [%]

only to stand on [MS. torn] the sick 16 beeing doctored  the

doctor commences hié song es usuai end gets up and walks abouf

end thumps the lodge now and then ‘end mekes all kinds of hid[e]ous

noises and sometimes celle upon the Bchun, Schunsh, the reys or

ref[1]ections of the,Sun, is coneidered a powerful snirit of the
elr which they frequently invoke in theif doctoring and sfter
calling for somé'tlme he sterts out enéd fhbse outeide walting
discharge thelilr guns into the bowl of water and the little
bark image and blow them tornieces end the doctor pitches in 2nd
goes to suck[i]ng and singing over the fragments of what is lef[t]
and [a] women gete upon his back and stands there (83 moment<3>Whén
she gets down end leads the~déctor by the hair of heed beek into
the lodge where [hej comm[e]ncéét; his suctions sgain sometimes
thleJy stop and will not doctof any more after the shootingzs is
over w

a woman in her couprses must ﬁot approach eanywhere near about
thie time for it would spoil 2ll the witcheraft and probably make
her sick a women durind [g;g] mensuretion cannot gpproach any
lodge where there [aré] any wer implements or doctors and her lodge
thujet be made seperste from the family end is not cpearmitted to
go into her lodge until she is well and goee 1into 2 pool and washes
nerself with 2ll her clothes on and the fire in the femily lodge
;s all removed and (2] new one built by the striking of a new fire

with flint 2nd steel






