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VETERANS GRAVES, WOODLAWN CEMETERY
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Woodlawn Cemetery Association
Ms Patricia Johnson
101 W Broadway
St Peter, MN 56082
Dear Ms Johnson:
[ drove through the cemetery on Friday and noticed that the US flags were
up on most of the veterans graves, except those from the civil war. There
are many promient St Peter and Nicollet County citizens buried at Woodlawn.
Among them are attorney Asa Stone who marched to the Sea with Sherman, Major
Moore who was a Union Paymaster robbed by the confederates of one of the largest
amounts of money taken during the entire war, one of the members of the famous
Ist Minnesota Infantry regiment who was wounded twice is buried just below the
cannon's barrel, one man buried up on top of the hill served in an I1linois
Cavalry unit and had his hat shot from his head and lived to tell of it. Ernst
Meyer, was the principal bugler of the famous 1st Minnesota Infantry and had nis
bugle shot from his hand at the battle of Bull Run. Jeremiah Donahower was a
promient citizen and baﬁker in St Peter besides having kept a diary althrough the
war. I've enclosed my rough notes on the soldiers buried there for your records.
The flags may draw those walking through to pause for just a moment and perhaps
appreciate alittle of the history of those who went before us.
Thank you for your consideration !
Sincerely,
Roger Norland

1600 Nottingham Dr
North Mankato, MN 56003
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STATE HOSPITAL CEMETERIES
by Ron Riley - 2/18/98

The MN Legislature recently allocated some funds to address the
issue of identifying the developmentally disabled individuals who were
buried in State facility's cemeteries. The purpose of the effort is to
match names to the numbered graves of each patient in the cemeteries.
These people were laid to rest in virtually unmarked graves! The
Legislature made these funds available in response to mental health
advocates' pleas to bring dignity to the dead buried in our cemeteries.
According to a June 1997 Free Press article, the numbering of grave-
stones in State Hospital cemeteries probably originated as a response to
families wishes to maintain privacy - in light of society's negative atti-
tudes toward those who needed services at State Hospitals for the
Insane. It was this attitude that may have prompted family members to
resist retrieving the bodies of relatives after death in the hospitals. The
numbers on each stone are not patient identification numbers. Each
number is only a sequential record of when a person was buried.

In August of 1997, work was begun to locate and identify the
graves of all of the SPRTC and old State Hospital patients whose record
indicates that their remains were placed in one of the two cemeteries
here. An easy-enough sounding task, yes; but, it is proving to be com-
plicated by a number of factors: At one of the hospital cemeteries, the
Old Swedish Cemetery on HWY. 99, West of St. Peter, all of the
written burial records were destroyed in a building fire; to further
complicate the historians quest, a prairie fire destroyed the whole
cemetery, the southeast corner, consuming all of the wooden numbered
grave markers that were used then. No record of those seven-hundred-
plus burials exists. Sometime after 1907, the numbering system was
begun again at #1 and a new set of markers were established at the
newer graves!

So, who are the people interred in the two SPRTC cemeteries?
Today, we know that we don't know who all of the souls are in the
Swedish Cemetery; and, up on the bluff we have about 1600 numbered
grave markers. A few of those numbered stones were replaced with
"proper" gravestones by family or friends of the dead. The remaining
numbers are currently being matched to "hand-written" hospital burial
records, and this information is now being computerized, a more
organized format when the job is completed. (more)
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STATE HOSPITAL CEMETERIES, con't.

Some of the facts sifted and compiled from SPRTC's and the
Nicollet County Historical Society archives reveal that sometime in

_\__ 1899, the Minnesota Legislature declared that all old soldiers who were
J<_patients at State Hospitals should be buried in city cemeteries, WoodI-

awn was St. Peter's. There were at least two patients from the old
hospital who were Civil War Vets, and these graves have been located,;
as well as some of the first twenty burrials from the first St. Peter State
Hospital in downtown St. Peter (prior to the fires). When the project
resumes this Spring, more graves will be identified and maps of the
cemeteries will show real names instead of undignified numbers.

Thanks to the administrators of the Woodlawn and Swedish
(Resurrection) Cemeteries, the Nicollet County Historical Society, and
SPRTC's own history museum, we are resurrecting the identities of our
cemeteries inhabitants.
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