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CENTURY FARMS INFORMATION
MINNESOTA STATE FAIR
ST.PAUL, MN 55108

(612) 645-2781

ST.PAUL -- The 1976 Minnesota State Fair will honor the owners and operators
of farms that have been in continuous family ownership since 1876 as part of
this year's Bicentennial "fair of a lifetime."

Qualifications for the recognition are: 1) farm must be at least
100 years old according to the abstract of title, land palent, original deed,
county land records, court file in registration proceedings, or other authen-
tic land records. 2) continuous family residence on the farm is not required
but ownership of the farm must be continuous. 3) "family" is defined to in-
clude the following: father, mother, uncle, aunt, brother, sister, son,
daughter, first cousin, and direct-in-laws (father, mother, sister, daughter
or son-in-law). 4) farm must consist of 50 or more acres.

Deadline for application is June 30 and recognition events will be
held Saturday, Sept. 4, Thomas Jefferson and Rural Minnesota Day at the
Fair.

Application blanks will be supplied to all County Agricultural Ex-
tension Service and Register of Deeds Offices. Application may also be
made at the Minnesota State Fair, St.Paul 55108, phone (612) 645-2781.

A similar program was conducted during the 1958 Minnesota Staté Fair
and Statehood Centennial Exhibition. 7To the list of pioneer families com-
piled at that time will now be added families whose ancestors settled
Minnesota land at the beginning of America's second century. Farmers who
were on the 1958 list of century farm families need not reapply but are

encouraged to provide information for updating of the list.
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CENTURY FARM APPLICATION

Name of Centennial Farm owner

Name(s) to appear on certificate

Address

Address of farm, if different from above

Section Township County

Number of acres in the farm at present

Date of original purchase by member cf your family

Legal description of the land (from deed, abstract, tax statement)

PROOF OF 100 YEARS OF CONTINUOUS FAMILY OWNERSHIP

DATES (YEARS) OF BLOOD RELATIONSHIP TO
NAME OWNERSHIP NEXT OWNER
from to
(owner in 1876 or B4)
from to
next owner
from to
next owner
from to
next owner
from to
next ocwmer
from to
next owner
| from to .

next owner

The above evidence of continous family ownership of this farm since
1876 is taken from one or more of the following records. DO NOT SEND IN
RECORDS, just indicate by check marks those which apply.

Abstract of Title ( ) Court file in Registration
Land Patent ) Proceedings ()
Original Deed ) Other (please explain
County Land
Record £

T HEREBRY CERTEEY that the ihformation listed above is correct to the best
of my knowledge and belief:

(Witness sign here) (Signature of present owner)

Date

See reverse side for additional information.



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Information. you may be able to add to this form, while not essential
to Century Farm certification, will be most valuable to future his-
torians. The questions below are offered only as a guide, so please
feel free to add any other data, especially family or pioneer stories
concerning the farm and the area around it.

l. From whom was the farm purchased?

2. How many acres were in the original parcel?

3. What was the cost of land per acre?

4. Where was the first owner born?

5. Where did he live prior to moving onto the farm?

6. Was this a homestead?

7. Did the first owner farm the land?

8. Did he engage in any trades or occupations other than farming?

9. Is the original home, or any portion of it or other original
buildings, still standing or in use?

10. When was the present home built?

11. What are the farm's major crops or products?

12. Local newspaper to be notified of Century Farm designation:

Related information: (please feel free to use additional sheets
of paper)

PLEASE RETURN TO: MINNESOTA STATE FAIR
CENTURY FARMS
ST.PAUL, MN 55108



FALCON HEIGHTS, MINNESOTA 55108 (612) 645-2781

March 31, 1976

THE GREP;‘ ¥

TO: Bob Rupp
Dick Tretsven
Jack True

FROM: Karen Humphrey

Re: Minnesota Century Farms

Please find enclosed a copy of the proposed Century Farm
Program for the 1976 Minnesota State Fair of a Lifetime.

We have decided to revive the list of 1958 Century Farms,
adding to it families whose ancestors settled land here
before the close of America's first century. The idea is
adapted from Michigan where there is a Centennial Farms
Association (with about 3,000 member farms) that makes the
awarding of memberships a yearly event.

We checked with the Minneapolis Star and Tribune bhecause they
have the original list. We've also asked for their suggestions
in conducting the program.

Please let me know of ideas, comments, and questions which
you may have. I'll be glad to hear from you.
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FILLMORE CO. REGISTER OF DEEDS
PRESTON, MINNESOTA 55965



ROOT RIVER MOUNTAINLAND
Scenic Houston & Fillmore Counties
Extreme Southeastern Minnesota

Here, in the Memorial Hardwood Forest,
nature has provided the setting for un-
limited scenic beauty, outdoor recreation,
progressive business activity and con-
tented living.

Spring-fed streams abound with elusive
trout; the rivers produce many game fish.
Parks famous for their historical legendry
and picturesque beauty provide ideal
camping facilities.

A network of the finest, modern high-
ways leads you through the rugged ter-
rain along rushing streams lined with
virgin timber for a glance of nature in
its original state. Get away from the
freeway and drive the southern or north-
ern routes through the Root River Moun-
tain Land.




Karen Humphrey
Route 3 Box 122
St, Peter, Minn,
56052

Dear Ms, Humphrey,

Your name and address were giveén to me in regard to my
inquiry about the certificates given to parties residing
on family plots for 100 years or more,

I have an uncle, Walter N, Olson residing on the farm
purchased by my grandfather, Nels Olson from the railroad
in 1875,

Also a cousin Arthur Olson living on the farm of his
father, Andrew P, Olson, which was homesteaded by my great
grandfater Olaf Anderson in 1869, They both live in Braham,
Minnesota,

L didn't hear about the recognition given untill a few
weeks ago, and hope I*m not to late in getting the names
to you, as both of these men are very proud of their homes
and their heritage.

L would very much appeeciate their recieving recognition
alongwith the others who have worked so hard to keep, and
improve upon the lands of our ancestors,

Whatever information you may need other than what L have
given you may be obtained by writting Walter N, Olson, and
Arthur Olson, Braham, Minnesota, 55006,

Thank you,

Mrs, Doris D, Lundberg
220 Northwest 3rd Street,
Forest Lake, Minnesota
55025
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