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Outlawry Are Dangerous to
- Impressionable Boys.
Cole Younger, former bandit, is now =
man with & mission. “Yeliow" novels and
lurid moving-picture shows re his par-

[l

ticular objects of attack. %

tions of outlaw life, declaring his one re-
maining object is to couniteract, as far &s
lies in his power, their influence upon the
young men of America, Younger returned
to St. Louls last night after an absence of
four years. With his manager, L. A. Von
Erichsen, he is stopping for a few danys
at the Pontiac Hotel, Nineteenth and
Market streets, on his way to his home in
Lee's Summit, Mo., after attending the
Confederate reunion in Memphis,

Mr. Younger is now on the jecture plat-
form. His lecture, “What My Life Has
Taught Me," hes attracted no little atien-
tion cause of its strong, personal ap-
peal to young men.

“No one can estimate the harm they
have done” he sald last night, referring
o a class of moving-picture
shows. *“No one but a man who was him-
self tempted and whe has spent the re-
mainder of his life suffering for it"

> te the fact I know such tales as
*“The James Boys In Missour!’ to be false
4n every detail, having 'no foundation in
fact,’ I cannot disabuse myseif of the idea
1 am nsible for much of the harm
they are dolng. Foolish of me, maybe, but
it led me 1o lay aside the natural diffidence
a man feels in ba his life before @
frcwd'ot- strangers and to take to the lec-
e‘:rirle'n“e as & means of combating the
*] am getting old now, and perhaps I
cannot expect to accomplish much, but
ag long as God. g;-anhu me life I shall do
what 1 can in what 18 now my sole re-
maining object In life. If the unvarnished
story of my life, and of my incarceration
for twenty-five years-in a prison cell will

keep only one from -sufferi as 1
have EEQIUL 1 shall feel'l hl.v:znot la-
. T am & preacher. You all know

| my . It is mont ful for me t
mx {!. but I do willingly, e\-er?
I_W:I feel Jt may accomplish
%u ‘trouble with these moving-pleture
: 25 hz'udm represéntations of
outlaw life is the glamour ‘they throw
about It. No mention is made of the
hun.- &mﬁ&deﬁs&m n:ihm every
iahis Bilel wiith Gread Snd the deys of
; umlel&nllmda of the

It all looks 50 easy ard heroic to
g:inl. And then comes tm!:llow e an I
came 19 mer S Th T ez Rl
. Mr. Younger is much in earnest
wu{ his mission. declares ‘he Intends
g: eep at it untll the end, He i= not em-

ittered by his experiences. He has no
complaint to make inst anyone. He de-

su‘I;!rvI 3 u‘pe & " !

e ounger I.ﬂﬂ . ¢. -
sen wiil remaln several da.xr tnv gt.. ﬁ*ﬁﬂ
'rh? next iecture tour Mr, Younger
will be throush Colorade and Callforni:
wnd the Alaska-Yukon Exposition. &
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By LAWRENCE
Staff Wriler

BOARDMAN

HIS WEEK will mark the seventieth anniversary of a notable event in the never-ending crusade
against crime—it was on Sept, 7, 1876, that a handful of outraged Minnesota citizens took to arms

and smashed one of the most notorious outlaw bands that ever roamed the land.
The oecasion was the historic Northfield bank raid by the James brothers gang. As usual with the
James boys' forays, the raid had been carefully planned. Ten days before the robbery attempt two
members cf the band had made a thorough suzvey of the town. Through careful inquiries, they had

ascertained that the First National bank there wa. a
juicy plum—and, they surmised, ripe for the plucice-
ing.

That being established, the outlaws started moving
into Minnesota from their Missouri lair, They trav-
eled in small groups over different routes. Their des-
tination was a point in the woods five miles west of
Northfield, where they finally assembled early on the
day of the raid.

Ready to pounce on their prize were eight of the
most dangerous desperadoes of their own or any other
day. According to authorities they were led by the
James brothers, Frank and Jesse, This has been ques-
tioned by some sources, but is generally accepled as
a fact.

Others were the three Younger brothers, Cole,
Bob and Jim, top ranking bandits in their own right;
Charlie Pitts, alias George Wells; William Stiles, alias
Bill Chadwell, and Clel Miller.

Wearing linen dusters to conceal their weapons,
the members of the band trickled into the town by
twos and threes, atiracting little attention. By 2sp. m.
the stage was set for the holdup,

Jesse James, Bob Younge: and Pitts were seated on

boxes in front of the Lee & Hitcheock store, around
the corner from the bank, which fronted on Division
st. Frank James, Jim Younger and Stiles were loung-
ing a short distance away. Cole Younger and Clel
Miller ambled up on their horses and dismounted,
Younger pretending to adjust his saddle,

o o e

At this point Jesse James, Bob Younger and Pitts
rose in a leisurely way and walked into the bank.
Then Miller closed the bank deoor. Everylthing was
going according to plan. Then came the first break
in the campaign—a bad break for the outlaws.

J. S. Allen, a hardware merchant, attemptled to
enter the bank. Miller seized him and ordered him
to stand back. Instantly suspicious, Allen tore him-
self from the desperado’s grasp.

“Get your guns, boys!” he yelled. “They're rob-
bing the bank!"

Young H. M. Wheeler, a medical student home on
vacation from the University of Michigan, was sitting
in front of his father’s drug store. He saw what was
happening to Allen and took up the ery. )

“Robbery! Robbery!” he shouted.

Then bedlam broke loose. The five outlaws out-
side the bank charged up and down the street on their
horses, firing indiscriminately in every direction.
Citizens ran for cover and began a mad search for
firearms. In a matter of moments they were back,
armed with a variety of weapons and fighting mad.
From then on, a real battle raged.

The first casualty was Nicholas Gustavson, a
Swede. Unable to understand English, he failed to
obey when the outlaws ordered him away, They
trained their guns on him and he fell mortally wound-
ed, in the street.

L] L] L]

Within the bank, the three bandits who entered
found three employes, Joseph L. Heywood, bookkeep-
er; F. J. Wilcox, assistant bookkeeper; and A. E.
Bunker, teller. Leaping over the counter, the robbers
covered the trio with their guns,

“We're going to rob this bank!" snapped one of
the outlaws. “Don’t any of you holler.”

Another leveled his pistol at Heywood.

“Open that safe damn quick,” he ordered, “or I'll
blow your head off!” " 3

“1 can’t,” Heywood replied. “If has a time lock.”

He then made a lunge for the door of the vault,
which he tried to close. 'Murder, murder!” he
sereamed.  An ofitlaw slugged him on the head with
a gun and he fell to-the floor,

Pitts leaned down and fired his pistol beside Hey-
wood's head, but even this failed to break the man’s
iron will.

The bandits then turned on Bunker and Wilcox,
who had been forced to kneel under the counter and
were guarded by Bob Youpger, but they also insisted
the safe could not be unlocked.

As a matter of fact they were telling the truth—
because the safe already was unlocked! The door
was shut, the bolts in place. but the dial had not been
turned. But this the robbers never knew.

Seizing an opportunity when Bob Younger's at-
tention was momentarily diverted Bunker slipped

from under the counter and made a dash for freedom.
Filts fired at him twice, one bullet crashing into the
teller's right shoulder, but Bunker made good his
escape through the rear of the building.
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The bandits in the bank then heard one of their
companions shout from outside:

“The game is up! Better get out. boys!
killing our men!”

The trio dashed out the front door. But as they
left, one of them shot the gallant Heywood through
the head. killing him instantly,

They're

Rushing into Division street, the three bandits
found the battle there at its height.

Alter giving the first alarm, Allen had raced to
his hardware store and distributed the guns he had in
stock. Elins Stacy was armed with a shotgun. as
were Ross C. Phillips, J. B, Hyde and James Gregg.

A. R. Manning, the other hardware merchant, and
young Wheeler had rifles, Capt, H. S. French, the
postmaster, Justice Streater and Elias Hobbs, unable
to find firearms, were throwing rocks!

First blood for the citizens was drawn oy Stacy,
who fired at Clel Miller's head ag the Iatter was

mounting his horse. The charge struck-the robber in
the face, but the shot was too light te inflict serious
injury, :
It was the rifle fire of Lianning and Wheeler which
turned the tide,
Stepping out into the street, Manning killed a
horse behind which Cole Younger was iaking cover.

Then he fired azain. wounding Younger. His third
shot drilled Stiles through the head and the outlaw
fell dead from his saddle.

Firing from a second story window, Wheeler shot
Miller through the body, severing an artery and kill-
ing him instantly. Then the young medico saw Bob
Younger, pistol in hand, running toward Manning.
Wheeler fired again, shattering the outlaw’s right rl-
bow. ;

At this point, the bandits took to flight. One
horse shy, they galloped out of town with Bob
Younger mounted behind his brother, Cole.

They left two of their number dead in the street.
Al least three others were seriously wounded, Frank

James having suffered a bad leg injury. And they
had not obtained one penny of loot!

The plight of the fleeing outlaws was not a happy
one. They were hunted and hounded through south-
ern Minnesota by posses which at times numbered
1,000 men. They hid in woods and swamps and
barns, They were sighted on various occasions and at
least once, in a ravine near Shieldsville, exchanged
long range shots with pursuers.

They finally abandoned their own half-starved
horses, continuing their flight sometimes on foot, °
gometimes on stolen mounts.,

Near Mankato the bandit party split. Two of

them, presumably the James brothers, sneaked
.through a picket line at night, stole a pair of horses
and made their way to South Dakota, where they kid-
naped a physician and forced him to treat Frank
James' injured leg. Eventually, they reached their
old home in Clay county, Mo.

But the remaining quartet did not fare so well.
Hope for their capture had been abandoned. Many
days had passed since the bank robbery attempt and
it was believed they had left the state. The possemen
had returned to their homes, Then two of the out-
laws were spotted by A. O. Sorbel, a 17T-year-old Nor
wegian lad, as he was horseback riding near- Madelia.

The youth rode rapidly into town and gave the
alarm. A new posse was guickly organized by Capt
W. W. Murphy and Sheriff James Glispen of Waton-
wan county and set out on the trail of the badmen.
They were sighted making their way on foot across
Hanska slough and soon surrounded in a stretch of
land covered with thick bushes and undergrowth
along the Watonwan river,

Capt. Murphy called for volunteers to go in after
them and six men answered his call—Sheriff Glispen,
Col. Thomas L. Vought, Baajami M. Rice. George A.
Bradford, Charles C. Pomeroy and James Severson.

The fight which followed was brief but fierce.
Due to the density of the foliage, both possemen and
outlaws held their fire until they were about 30 feet
apart. Then both sides cut loose.

Capt. Misrphy was struck in the side, but the bullet ~
glanced off a briar pipe in his pocket and lodged in
his pistol belt. Bullets grazed Bradford and Severson.

But the bandits were almost shot to bits, Pitts
was struck five times and died in his tracks. Cole
Younger suffered eleven wounds, Jim Younger five.
Bob Younger, with a gaping bullet hole in his chest,
finally shouted: *1 surrender! They're all down
but me!” g

The date was Sept. 21, just two weeks aiter the
ill-starred raid.

sUPPLEMENT
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