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STATE OF WISCONSIN
.THE ADJUTANT GENERAL’'S OFFICE

MADISON x
July 28 1924,
RECEIVED
UL 29 1924
® P orfi el
oS e 2o Wora S i

Stillwater, Minnesota,

Dear Sirg

— ‘

I am writing at the suggestion of General Ralph M, Immell,
adjutant general of Wisconsin, I am desirous of securing informétion
and data concerning the releasing ¢f Cole Younger, GCeneral Immell, whose
aidesdewcamp I am told me the story of Cole Younger's relsese and I am
anxious to get the informationes I am doing a university thesis en
guerilla warfare during the civil war and brigandage after the conflict
and this information is very valuable, .

: General Immell spoke of letters on file about Younger's release,
I would like to secure copies of these lettersand willing te pay for
their being copiede If this can be arranged and the cost advised I
will return check at once,

This favor would be of great valuees

Very respectfully
7/,

Robert 5. Allen

/
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§

e State Parole Agent,

-



STATE OF WISCONSIN

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE
MADISON

July 30 1924, - CELNZ B
AUG - 1 1924

Mr. ¥. A. Whittier, Minnesota Stote Pilonn
State Parole Agent,
Stillwater, Minn.

My dear Mr. Whittier:
My very sincere thanks for your very considerate and

informetive letter. Your information is most valuable and I am very grateful
to you for the trouble you incurred in my behalf.

But frankly I am greatly interested in getting copies of

a few of the letteny pertaining to the case of Cole Younger. You will recall

the visit of Adjutant General Ralph Immell of this state when he told you a story
of Cole Younger and Senator Elkins. I am writing this story and am desirous of
getting some of the correspondence on it« I am in coumunication with the present
Senator Elkins and he has no objection to the yarn being written. In fact con-
siders it a very fine side~light on his illustrious father. %objact is simply
& bringing out the splendidness of those 0ld warriors and withdut getting mawky
or silly telling a straightforward story. I refer you to General Immell about
myself and my intentions. I am sure I need no better commendation. However,

Governor Blaine of the state will be glad I know to verify my desires.

What I want is a few of the letters written by the old

Senator Elkins concerning Cole Younger's case. I am willing to pay for their
being copied or photographed. In fact would consider it a great favor to be
permitted to do so. I appreciate your reluctance in issuing this correspondence
but g Yter all the principlas are gone to their rewards, their activities, their

stories are world history and the particular story of Cole Younger and Senator

Elkins is neither secret or dismal.

I am sure that if I could have the privilege of seeing you
and telling you personally of my wants you would permit me to go through the
letters and I am therefor persisting in wrging again my request of copies of
some of the correspondence in the files pertaining to Cole Younger's case and

Senator Elkins effort in his behalf.
Again permit me to thank you for your kindnesse--

Very respecifully




August 1st, 1924,

—

i
'

Robert S. Allan
Ad jutant General i
lmdison, Wisonnsin r A

Dear Sirie : ,r'

Answering your letter of July 30th I will say tha
when the Youngers were here all the ef
release was made through and to the State Board of Pardons whose
office is at the Capitol in St. was
by the leglslature allowing the Board of lManagers of the prison
to parcle those men but it was only effesctive by and with un-
amimous consent of the Board of Pardons. Prior o the passage of
the bill much effort had been made to bring sbout their release
by an act of the Board of Pardons and al
that in view, is on file at the office of the Govermor in St. Paul.

I do not find any lstters here from Semstor Elkins
I am sure if such letters were written they are in the Bovernor's
of*ices I remember very well that Semator Elkins was very asctive
in urging their release as were many others. I have examinod the
files of both of these men and there is nothing in the files here
that would be of any particular interest to you. Nost of the
letters are relative to employment when relessed and aftcrwards,

The presént secretary of the State Boerd cof Pardons is
liiss Bertha Wolff % Govermor's office in St. Paul and vhether or
not the letters and records of that office would be available for
your purpose, I am unable to say. 1 knew the Youngers wvery well
while they were in prison and they were under my care and supere
vision while on parole. I know much of therir characterists and
it mizht be interesting but we have nothing here in the files that
would indicate Senator Elkins astivity in their behalf,

Yours wery truly,

fow m. State Parole Agent,
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CHICAGO

January loth, 1925

Warden Minnesota State Prigon,
Stillwater, Minnesotza.

Dear Sir:

Will you please Ffavor me with the following information, which
you no doubt, can Sesure from your rscords.

"Mha golor of eyes and the shade of halr of Cola, Bob and Jim
Younger"

I am enclosing herewith self addressed, stamped envelope for
bl o iy 4

Thanking you for the information, I remain

L) (2"

Very truly,

6918 Dorshester Ave
Chieago, Ill.



Miss Helene Palmer,

6918 Dorchester Ave.,

Chicago, Ills.

Dear Madams

Replying to yours of the 18th inet, have to advise that
our records show that the Younger Brothors, all of them that were
here, had brown eyes and dark hair.

Yours very truly,

JJs Tarden
Jed

— -
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We have been 30 years building up our reputation and expect
you to help us maintain it.



Jogust 10 1925

Alvin Lambrecht,
292 Main Street,

Wenkasha, Wisc,.

Dear Siri=
Replying to your letter of August 8th, wish to

inform you that Cole Younger was raeceived at this institution on
NHovember 28th, 1876, He was paroled July 4th, 1901 and discharged
from p=role about ome yesr later. Cole ocutlived his brothers; he
died in 1917 in Missouri,

Yours very truly,

JJs Jlf Warden,
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lrs. Rose Rverson, /
cfo Gsl Shelley,
Fort logen, CUslo.
Danr Vadmm

| T have your letter of ths 24th inet. msking Sertain
inquiries regerding the Younger Erothers wio wers formerly imistes
of t:is institution snd in renly heve - advise s follows:

| The Younger Brothers (James and Thomas Colemsn) were
released on parele Jyuly 14, 19C1. This was made possidle by
virtue of = low that wes passed which provided that Life prisoners
might be paroled by the Soerd of Control, with the wanimous
consant o!- the Board of Pardons, after they had served what would
have been & thirty five yesr sentence less geod time, or st the
end of sbout 24 years. The Hoard of Control, however, @id not

have the vower to grant flna.'l. discharge and paroled prisonsrs are
considered ns still prisoners.

Robert Younger died at this institutiom on “ept 15, 1889, ‘
James and Thomes Coleman were paroled on the clpve date., James : |
couzitted suieide by shooting himself on Octoder 19, 1902, Thomas i
Jolemen (Cole) Tounger was granted a coniitional pardon on Feb, 4, e
1903 and I wnderstand died some throe or four years ago at St. Jeseph
¥o. ' A A
‘Prusting this may sive you the desired tnfmt&m. 1" am,

Tours very truly, T




U.S.Submarine Base.

New London Conn,
March 13 1927.

Warden,
State Penitentiary.

Stillwater, ,Minn.

Dear Sir,

Will you please send me the address of Cole Younger,

who served thirty-five years less his good time in Stillwater -
Penitentiary.

And if you will favor me thus, I shall greatly appr-

eciate your kindness, With respect, I am,

Very Truly Yours,

New London Conn.



-‘ /

4

j

”r- TOII CQ Jordan,
~ U.S.Submarine Hase,
Wew London, Conn,

Dear Sir: _

Replying to yours of the 13 iust. relative to Cole
Younger, hove to advise that Younger died lom few years sgo and
was burled at St. Joseoh, Mo.

Yours very truly,
t-—l

Tarden



v
i I a‘b
Ft.Logan Colo. Nay 29-27 7 1925
. hf@_r
Mr.J.J.Sullivan, Warden: ﬁkﬂh

Dear Mr.Sullivan:

You so kindly answered my former letter,giving me the informa-
tion which I asked for in regard to the Younger boys that I
am venturing to trouble you again . A friend is writing a
story based on the incident of their release,and would like
to know something of the particulars of how the information
of their good fortune was conveyed to them,how and where they
got the news,w hat,if anything they said on being told,how
soon they were released,whether they were given any money, and
any little item surrounding the incident which would tend to
give an impression ~of their prison life or help to give a
-true picture of the affair,

An answer to these questions would be the greatest favor
to me,and one which ﬁﬁll be appreciated by the lady concerned.

Hoping that you will find time to write soon,

I am yours cordially,

'. C//MM'UZ%Q/



¥rs. Rose Carter } A
Ouarters ¥o. 21, e

Fort Togen, Cole. S~

Daar Madam:

I have your letter dated the 29th ult. just received,
iﬁ regard to the Younger PBrothers who were formerly inmates of
this institutlon and nmote your inquiry. Thelr relesse, of course,
ocurred a good many years ago and at that time the o’ficers who
wore 4n ehargu_no doudt conveyed the fact of thelir coming relesase
to them thru the regular channels. I do not myself remember amy
of the incldents pertaining to this particular phase of the matter
and do not remember just what impression this made wwon them.

Te do not now have emnloyed here any officer who was present when
the information was glven them and am afraid that I cannot Just
glve you the information -ron seok,

Yours very truly,

JJs Jarden
Jed



West Wirginia Hniversity

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY AND
MoRGANTOWN, W. VA.

POLITICAL SCIENCE

JAMES MORTON CALLAHAN
OLIVER PERRY CHITWOOD
CHARLES HENRY AMBLER
WILSON PORTER SHORTRIDGE
DOROTHY LOUISE MACKAY
JOHN DONALD BARNHART
EVALYN SPURGEON DIXON
CAROLINE LEWIS SHANKS
LYDIA LOTHROP

CARL M. FRASURE

November 26, 1927 < Sy }%5;;:'-'2?:"

Warden
Minnescota Pemitentiary
Minnesota

My dear Sir:

May I inquire of the circumstances and the
date of the trial of Cole Younger, the date of his cone
viction and sentence to the Minnesota Penitentiary and
the date and circumstances of his release on parcle and
whether he is still livinge.

I desire this informatiom in connection with
the preparation of a biographical sketch of Senator
Stephen Be Elkins who seems to have had some influence
in securing the parole of the Younger brothers from the
Minnesota Penitentiarye.

Sincerely yours,

/‘,. s
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Hoyember 30th 1927

James M. Callshan, Esq.,
West Virginia University,
Morgsatown, W, Va.

¥y dear Sirs=

Inhmﬁptnf:macfmasthnn@rdum
Cole Younger. In reply wish to advise that Thomas
Coleman Younger, known as "Cole”, and his two brothers,
James and Robert, were received here on November 20%h
IMtoumMsntmformcﬁmotWh
the first degree. Cole was at that time 32 years of age,
James 28, and Robert 22,

Robert died at the prison September 16, 1889, Cole and
James wers paroled July 14, 1801, James later committed
suicide in St. Paul while Cole, who was pardoned on
February 4th, 1903, died =t Lee's Summit, “issouri, in
1517.

A1l of these men were good prisoners.

Yours very trn].jr,

338 jif Warden.
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 Appeal, lnc.

'l‘l-iE. COMHERC!AL APDEAL MEMPHIS EVENING APPEAL
RMNING AND SU DAILY EXCEPT SUNDAY
LAHGEST CIRCULATION IN THESCIUTH SUPREME IN THE AFTERNOON

Menmphis;Tenm.

Febmﬂry 14. 1928.

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT

My dear Sir:

A subscriber of ours is very anxious to know
when Bob and.Cole lounger were pardoned or parolled from

the state penitentiary.

If you could give me this information, 1'd be
greatly obliged to you.

Yours sincerely,

Managing &ditor,
THE COMMERGCIAL APPEAL.

The Warden
Minnesota State Penitentiary
S5tillwater, linn.
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Feb. 18, 1928

¥r. Thomas Fauntleroy,
Editor,

Venaging
The Commercial Appeal
Memphis, Tenn.
PDear Sire

Replyins to your inguiry of the 14th inst. have to
advise that Hobert Younger died at this institution on Sept.
16, 1889, Thomss Coleman Younger and James Younger were paroled
and released on July 14, 1901 Shortly after this Jomes committed
suicide in St. Pavl, Minnesota. Thomae Colemen, commonly 'mowm
as Cole, was pardoned on Feb. 4, 1903 and died at Lees Sumit,
¥issouri sometime in 1917.

Trusting this man give you the information desired, I am,

Yours very truly,



THE YOUNG MEN’'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION
IOWA STATE COLLEGE
AMES, IOWA

July 27, 1928

Warden of $tate Prison,
Stillwater, Minn.

Dear Sir:

I am wondering if you can give me any in-
formation regsrding the whereabouts of Cole Younger
or any of the other members of his gang who might
be alive at this time. I understand that he
served a term in your prison several years ago,
and that you would perhaps know something of
his wheresbouts if he is still alive.

dincerely yours,

a-fw

JTH: W AssOciaste Secretary
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July 20, 1928

¥r. J. T. Bardwi &‘. : K
T.M.C.A.; Iowa State College,
Azee, Iowe.
Dear Sir
Baplying to your letter of the 27th inst. in which
you make inquiry regarding the Younger Erothers have to sdvine that
ve hed three of the Younger brothers confined heres They have
all dled, Coleman died somo few yeare ago ol S%. Joseyh, Yo,

Yours very truly, _ 4

JJs ' : Warden
Jed : :

oA Y









Jamwexry 8th, 1930

fielter B. Season,
General Delivery,
Minneapolis, Minn.

Deay Sirte

I have your inguiry relative to the Younger
Brothers.

Robert Younger did at this instititon on
September 16th, 1889, James Younger and his
brother, Thomas Cole, were paroled on July 1l4th,
1901. Shortly after this James committed suicide
in St. Peul, Mimmesota. Thomas Coleman, commonly
known as Cole, was pardone on February 4th, 1903
and dled at lLees Summit, Missourl sometime in 1917.

Yours very truly,

§

Jds jif liarden.



PT. H. MARIMON
e T STATE DEPARTMENT OF SRRy G AN
. . N
HRRAE S GETRG: PUBLIC SAFETY ot B e
BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION
LANSING, MICHIGAN

February 1llth, 1930

Warden J.J.Sullivan,
Minnesota State Prison,
Stillwater,; Minn,

Dear Sir;

Kindly favor this bureau with photo's
of the YOUNGER BROTHERS, Understand convicted and
sentenced to your institution some years agd.

A brief history and eriminal record in each case,
will be greatly appreciated,

Thanking you, we are

Very truly yours,

State Department of Public Safety,
Bureau of Criminel Identification

IHM/HEE




February l4th, 1930

I. Bl w. &Ip‘0|
State Turesu of ldentificatlon,
Langing, lichizan.

Dear Siri-

I have your letter of the llth with reference to the ;
Younger brothers and an enclosing photo of Jamos -
and Thomas Coleman. Ve have no photo of the youngest

brother, Hobert. \

These men were roceived here on lovember 28th, 1876

mm«omtonmurxnnmtumm

of Marder lst degree. The offense, as you probably

know, was a bani robbery which took place the September .
and in the robbery iir. layward, cashier of

the bank, was shot and killed. Thomas Coleman, lmown

as Cole, was the oldest, then came Jumes and Tobert.

RBobert was wounded during the raid, the other two were

[
wounded when captured some three weels later. |

Robert died in this prison on September 16th, 1889, \
Cole and Jemes were paroled July 14th, 1901 and James /
shot and )Jdlled himself on October 14th, 1902 in the ,
City of St. Paul. Cole was still on parcle at that time /
and was finally pardoned by the State Board of Pardons .

on February 4th, 1903. le immediately removed to his old
home nt Lee's Smmit, ¥iesourd where he died in the early
fall of 1017,

Cole Younger slways claimed that the robbery was committed
in the epirit of revenge. fie claimed that troons of
General Tutler of the Unlon Jorces maimed their aunt,

the mother of the James boys, and that they swore to
avenge the deed. The gang learned that General Putler

hed a large interest in the Northfield Bank and they souszht
to ruin him financially through this robbery.

You nndergtand that Cole's statement is not official tut
1t occurred to me that you might be intorested in it.

Yours vary traly,

JJs Jif Warden.
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April 19th, 1930
C. 0. Pritchoff,
3323 Seward St.,
m. km.

Dear Sir:=
The James brothers were never cone
fined in thig institution. Their partners, Cole,
Jim and Robert Younger, known as the Younger Brothers,

served sentences here many years ago.
Whether any of the James boys every
were committed to a penal institution, I am unable to

S8V .
Tours vexry truly,

Warden,

JJs jJif

i
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Frank Daltom
Cladewnter, Toxas

Dear Sirs

Answering yours of the 24th, it is not cus~
to rive information concerning prisoners

to other than law enforcing officers, but for
your informetiom will say thet Robert Youmger
died in prison; Jemes committed suicide in

8te Paul, Himmesota and Cole Younger died in
Lee Sumit, Missouri after his release from
prisone '

I have nevuihurd the story that any of these
men were ever given e gun with which to guard

other prisoners in the old prison and doubt very
much its veracity,

Yours truly,

LFU:LJ Vierden



September 6, 1938

¥arden, Minnesota State Prison
Stillwater, Minnesota

Sir:

1 am tzking the liberty of asking you a few ques—
tions and hope you will be kind enough to answer
them. They are:

l. On what date was the Youngers,
Thomas, Coleman, James, and Robert,
admi tted to the linnesota Prison?
2. When did Robert die end from
what cause?

3. When was Thumas,,\colamanﬁ angd
James paroled?

4. When were they granted a pardon?

My reason for asking the above questilons is that
1 am, as far ag is known, the last living one of
the men who fought with Quantrell, and 1 want to
leave a truthful record of our sctivities during
and after the Civil War. Thanking you in advance,

_ T Yours tgl uly, —~

Frank Dalton

Route one, Box 422 A !
Gladewater, Texas /

PeS. I would like also to know the date of the
death of James Younger if you can tell me.

F. D.




October 8, 1938

¥r. Frank Dalton
R. #1 Box 4224
Gladewater, Texas

Dear 8Sir:

Sometime ago you wrote me inquirying about
yﬁr others, and for your information, I
sh se that they were received here on Nov.
20th, 18%6.

Robert died in prison on September 16th,
1889, James and Cole were paroled om July 14th, 1901.

James committed suicide by shooting himself
on October 19th, 1902 in St. Paul; and Cole was dis—
charged from parole on February 4th, 1903 after which
he returned to Lee Summit, Mo., where I am informed
he died in 1917.

Trusting this gives you the information you
desire, I am

Yours tﬂ]’.

Warden

LFU:RK
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January 31, 1939

¥W. L, Bolles
4712 - 11th N, B,
Seattle, Washington

Dear Sirs

In reply to your letter, I wish to
inform you that the records were not very complete
at the time the Younger Brothers were committed
hare.

However, according to what information
we do have, it would seem that both the Younger
Brothers and the James Brothers were involved in
the Northfield Bank Robbery. Ope of the Younger
brothers was wounded, and as the Younger brothers
did not wish to leave him,were csptured, but the
James Brothers escaped.

Trusting this information will be
of some help to you, I am

Yours very truly,

Warden



January 3., 1939

E. H- Dllﬂq
3565 West 44th
Denver, Colorado

Dear 8ir:

I have your letter of the 25th inguiring
about Jesse James, and for yourinformatiom, I wish to
advise that Jease James nor any of his brothers ever
served a term at this institution.

History tells us that the James' boys, in
compay with the Younger Brothers hsld up the Bank at
Northfield, but That onws of “the Younger Brothers was
wounded. The Younger brothers refused to go on and
leave their brother to die, and were thus captured,

but the Jamee boys escaped.

Robert, Cole, and James Younger served
time in this institution, one of them died at the end
of 9 months of his sentence, and the other two were
released on conditional pardons in the year 1902.

Trusting this gives you some of the inform=-
ation you desire, I am

Yours truly,

Varden

LFU:RK
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1 ar r kin very misual re-
2gt of you, but if v io not have the
y time to enswer , wil rou pleas ire 1
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£ letver to one Gl ic ATCe OT
. / I
/’ y, s /7 puards who wag acquainted with my late
47»_!_.

() 7, /¥ -~/ V'ﬂ husband , Charles F ‘olfer, youngest son

: of former rden Wolfer. T am sure one
of them will znswer it.
108 VIO o} l_v-:_n eoreen .= i AN
of the life of Jesse Jemes 18 nlaving in
our theetre soon and I should like very

macn To nNavs £ l"‘ Ler lrr roul 362t ine
. g i ' sore of the authentic facts concering t
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(2)
gangf'Just how many were capturedL thdir
nﬁme%; how long they served and 'omefbing
nbguﬁywh?t eventuzlly beqame of them. I
have heard Charlee tell the story wany
times but I have forgotten. Will frame
vour letter and place it in our theatre
lokby along with some relice I have from
the o0ld orison.
gince losing our dear friend and
former Warden, John Sullivan, I have lost
close contazct with Stillwater, so heve
no way of knowing who took his place.
Am acddressing this letter just t
the warden, for which I hope you will
forgive me.

i gincerely Yours,
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February 7, 1939

Mrs. Charles R. Wolfer
Florida Theatre Bldg.
Sarasota, Florida

My deer lMrs. Wolfer:

Your letter of February 3rd has been turmed over to the writer with
reference to the James Brothers. The writer has been at this Institution
for thirty-nine years and was well acquainted with your husband and worked
here for many yearse under Wardem Wolfer, your husband's father.

Beither Jesse or Frank James were ever inmates of this Institution.
However, the James brothers and Younger brothers were supposed to have
been, and were without question, members of one gang. This gang robbed
one of the banks at Northfield, Minnesota and three members of the gang
were captured, namely the three Younger brothers commonly known as Cole,
Jim, and Bob. They were 2ll committed for Murder in the First Degree,
as there was someone killed during the raid at Northfield.

The three were natives of Missourl and werq received into prison on
November 20, 1876, Thomas Coleman Younger was 32 years of age, height

5' 11-1/4%, end James Younger, age 28, height 5' 9". While in the prison
Cole Younger was in charge of the prison library and Jim Younger was
editor of the prison paper. They were both conditionally parocled on

July 14, 1901, the condition being that they leave the state and not re-
turn. Shortly after being released, Jim Younger committed suiclide and
Cole Youmger has since died. Robert Younger was received on the same
date as his brothers, age 22, height 6'. When received he had four gum
shot wounds on the body and ome on the right elbow, and he died September 6,
lmﬂ

To the writer's knowledge, these were the only members of the gang who
were apprehended in this state.

Very truly yours,
MINNESOTA STATE PRISON

MOM3ES Superintendent of Industries



February 9, 1939

Oa,pt- O%is B, lieyere, ¥. P. E.
12000~ Linwood Blwd.

Kansas City, Missouri
Dear Sir:

In reply to your letter of the 6th re—
lative to the Younger Brothers, I wish to advise that
Robert, James, and Cole were all received hers for
the erime of Murder, which was the actual shooting and
killing of the cashier of the Horthfield Bank. The
Younger Brothers were received at this institution omn
November 20th, 1876.

Robert died in prison on September 16th,
1889. James and Cole were Parole on July l4th, 1901.
James Younger killed himself in the Ryam Hotel, St. Paul,
Minnesota, by shooting on Octobar 19th, 1902, the reason
for this act was unknow to us. Cole was pardoned om
February 4th, 1903 and later on returned to Lee Summit,
Missouri, where he died im 1917.

Trusting this information will be of
some value to you, I am

Yours very truly,

Warden

LFURK
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,\ 0 February 9, 1939

Mrs. C. D, Buck

5007 Montrose Boulevard
Houston, Texas

Dear Madams

In reply to your letter dated February 6th, I
wish to inform you that the James Brothers never served a
term at this institution.

Robert, James, and Cole Younger all were re=-
ceived here on November 20th, 1876 for the crime of killing
the cashier of the Northfield Bank. Robert died in prisen
in 1889, but James and Cole were Paroled im 1901.

Trusting the above i.nforn#tion will be of some

value to you, T am

Yours truly,

Warden

LFURK
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March 30, 1929

Dy. Chas. ¥, Corran
163 So. Oxford St.
Brooklyn, N. York
Dear Sir:

I have your letter of recent date regarding
Jesse James, and wish to advise that he was never an inmate
at this institution. The Younger Brothers, who assisted the
Jamee Brothers during the Northfield Bank Robbery, were incar-

cerated here, however.

Yours truly,

Warden

LFUBRK
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