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REGIONAL TRANSIT BOARD
Suite 402 Metro Square Building, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101
291-6640

REGIONAL TRANSIT BOARD MEETING
Monday, September 17, 1984
Metropolitan Council Chambers
300 Metro Square Bui1digg,PSt. Paul, Minnesota 55101
34 M.

AGENDA

Call to Order

Approval of Agenda

Approval of Minutes of the September 4, 1984 Meeting

Communication to the Board
T. MTC Federal Funding Assistance Approval UMTA Sec. 4 (i)
Grant Proposal - No Action Required

Chairmans Report
1. Executive Director
2. Executive Secretary

Report of the Policy Committee - Todd Lefko

Report of the Administrative and Finance Committee - Ruth Franklin
T. Designation of Capital Bank as the Official Depository for the
RTB Checking Account - Action Required
2. Selection of Strgar-Roscoe, Inc. as Consultant to help Develop
the Interim Implementation Plan - Action Required
3. Selection of Holmes & Graven as Legal Counsel for RTB - Action
Required

Other Business

Adjournment

Elliott Perovich
Chair

Note - Material available at meeting

JAOO8A




REGIONAL TRANSIT BOARD
Suite 402 Metro Square Building, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101
291-6640

Minutes of a Regular Meeting of the
REGIONAL TRANSIT BOARD
September 17, 1984
Metropolitan Council Chambers
3:00 p.m.

PRESENT: El1liott Perovich, Todd Lefko, Ruben Acosta, Bernard Skrebes, Doris
Taranicas, Gail Marksdarvis, James Newland, Margaret Snesrud, Alison Fuhr,
Juanita Collins, Steve Loeding, Ruth Franklin, Paul Joyce.

MEMBERS ABSENT: Edward Kranz

Call to Order

Chairman Perovich called the meeting to order at 3:05.

Approval of Agenda

Loeding moved and Joyce seconded to approve the agenda as submitted. Motion
carried. A motion was then made by Lefko and seconded by Loeding to amend the
agenda to include a new item IV, a presentation and slide show on the 1-394
study, and the remaining items were renumbered accordingly. The Report of the
Administrative and Finance Committee would also include another item: 4.
Fiscal Year 1986-1987 Biennial Budget. Motion carried.

Approval of Minutes

Motion was made by Joyce, seconded by Franklin, recommending approval of the
minutes of the meeting held September 4, 1984, as submitted. Motion carried.
Later in the meeting, Newland pointed out that Paul Joyce was at that meeting,
but was not marked present on the minutes. The minutes will show that Joyce
was in attendance.

Presentation and S1ide Show on I-394.

Bill Crawford, District 5 engineer, Mn/DOT, Dick Borson, preliminary design
engineer, Mn/DOT, and Peter Fausch of Strgar-Roscoe, Inc., presented a slide
show on the proposed I-394 and answered questions of the Board regarding the
project. This project will come before the Board before its completion many
times. There was no action required for this item.

Communications to the Board

The Chairman reported on an application by the Metropolitan Transit Commission
for a federal Funding Assistance Approval Urban Mass Transportation
Administration Sec. & (i) grant. The Board requested that they all receive a
copy of this report. The Chairman informed the Board that a copy would be
available in the office if they would 1ike to see the report. There was no
action required on this item.
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Chairman”s Report

The Chairman reported that he would have a recommendation to the Board by next
week"s meeting on both the Executive Director and Executive Secretary
positions.

Report of the Policy Committee

Lefko, chair of the Policy Committee, reported that the Committee’s first
meeting was held on September 5, 1984, where the Committee discussed the role
and future of the Policy Committee, and will meet again on Wednesday, September
19, at 5:00. Larry Dallam, Metropolitan Council staff, will be on the agenda
and will discuss the policy plans of the Metropolitan Council. At the next few
meetings, the Committee will be looking at the Council’s policies and
developing its own policies for review by the Board. All of the Board members
were invited to attend the Policy Committee”s next meeting.

Report of the Finance and Administration Committee

1. Designation of Capital Bank as the Official Depository for the
RTB Checking Account.

Franklin, chair of the Finance and Administration Committee, moved that the
Board approve Resolution No. 84-6 designating the Capital Bank the official
depository for the Regional Transit Board checking account. Caranicas
seconded. There was some discussion, and the Board was informed that there
were eight RFP”s sent out, and three banks responded. Capital Bank was the Tow
bidder, but there was no substantial difference in the services they offered.
Motion carried unanimously.

2. Selection of Strgar-Roscoe, Inc., as Consultant to help Develop the
Interim Implementation Plan.

Franklin moved and Joyce seconded that the proposed contract for consultant
services with Strgar-Roscoe, Inc., copies of which have been distributed at
this meeting, be approved and that the Chairman be authorized to execute the
contract. Franklin stated that the proposed contract was amended to reflect
the concerns of the Committee of the Whole at its meeting of September 12,
1984. Motion carried unanimously.

3. Selection of Holmes & Graven as Legal Counsel for RTB.

Franklin moved and Acosta seconded that the proposed contract for legal

services with Holmes and Graven, copies of which were distributed at this
meeting, be approved and that the Chairman be authorized to execute the
contract. Motion carried unanimously.

4, Biennial Budget for Fiscal Year 1986-1987.

Franklin moved and Caranicas seconded that "the Regional Transit Board approve
the biennial budget document for fiscal year 1986-1987 as prepared by the
Minnesota Department of Transportation staff. This budget will be submitted to
the Department of Finance and Mn/DOT. It is also the understanding of the
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Board that it may request, no later than December 31, 1984, the incorporation
of some amendments to the budget upon the completion of its interim
implementation and staffing plans.” Motion carried unanimously.

Other Business

The Board discussed but took no action on the following items:

The Chairman announced that the next scheduled meeting was the week that most
of the members would be at the APTA Convention so there would not be a quorum.
He stated that the staffing decisions could not wait until the second week in
October and suggested that the next meeting of the Board be held next Monday,
September 24. The Chairman stated that at that meeting the Board will approve
the hiring decisions on the Executive Director and Executive Secretary and will
also discuss future staffing requirements. The Board also needs to discuss tax
levy and tax feathering issues. The Board may need to meet on the 8th of
October, and members were asked to keep that date open.

The Chairman also announced that the regularly scheduled meetings of the Policy

Committee will be on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month at 5:00 p.m., and
the Administrative and Finance Committee”s regular meetings will be on the 1st
and 3rd Thursdays at 5:00.

Members were encouraged to attend the 10th Annual MTC Bus Rodeo and the 1984
Annual MTC Awards Banquet on Saturday, September 23, 1984.

The Board Members discussed per diems, mileage, parking fees and the written
receipts needed, and it was agreed that, in those cases where no receipt was

available, such as parking meters, a signed receipt by the Board Member stating
the amount, time, and place would suffice.

Regarding the APTA Conference, Caranicas has set up a meeting with Martin Sabo
on Wednesday, October 3, at 9:30 in his office. Mr. Sabo requested an agenda
of what items the Members would like to discuss at that time.

Thursday, September 20, 1984, the Committee of the Whole will meet with the
Metropolitan Council.

Ghaleb Abdul-Rahman discussed the transit conference to be held the week of
October 29. He stated that he has met with others to discuss the agenda for

that conference, and information will be mailed to the members by the 24th.

Arnie Edsel, representing the MTC union employees, addressed the Board

regarding the Board™s receiving comments or complaints from the public about
MTC employees or services.

There being no further business, Fuhr moved and Loeding seconded to adjourn
the meeting at 4:45 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Chris Yankovec, Acting Secretary




Regional Transit Board Meeting of 9/17/84

REGIONAL TRANSIT BOARD
Suite 402 Metro Square Building, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

REPORT OF THE ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

DATE: September 12, 1984

TO: REGIONAL TRANSIT BOARD

SUBJECT: Resolution Designating Capital Bank the Official Depository
for the RTB Checking Account.

At its meeting of September 6, 1984, the Committee considered the attached
report. The staff briefed the Committee on the report, and after a short
discussion, the Committee adopted the recommendation.

RECOMMENDATION

That the Regional Transit Board approve the attached resolution designating
the Capital Bank the official depository for the RTB checking account.

Respectfully submitted,

Ruth Franklin
Chair




REGIONAL TRANSIT BOARD
Suite 402 Metro Square Building, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

RESOLUTION NO.

RESOLUTION DESIGNATING OFFICIAL DEPOSITORY

RESOLVED:

THAT the Capital Bank is hereby designated the official depository for the
Regional Transit Board checking account.

Adopted this 17th day of September, 1984,

Elliott Perovich, Chair y Acting Secretary




REGIONAL TRANSIT BOARD
Suite 402 Metro Square Building, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

MEMORANDUM

September 6, 1984

TO: Administration and Finance Committee
FROM: Jeff Dziuk, Metro Council Accounting Operations Manager

SUBJECT: Bids received for RTB Checking Account

On August 14, 1984, a request for proposal for the RTB checking account was
sent to all downtown St. Paul commercial banks. Attachment I is a copy of the
request for proposal and a list of the banks to which it was sent.

Three banks have submitted proposals. They are Capital Bank, Exchange Bank and
First Bank St. Paul.

Below is a summary of each bank ‘s estimated monthly service charge based on the

average volume of transactions expected in the account. (These estimated
monthly service charges are detailed in Attachment II.)

Estimated Monthly Service Charges
(Based on an average volume of
transactions)

Capital Bank $ 44.61

Exchange Bank 83.50
First Bank St. Paul 115.83

Capital Bank also indicated there would be no service charges up to an analysis

loss of $25.00 per month while the Exchange Bank indicated the compensating
balance must build in a gross profit of $63.02.

Taking everything into account, including the 12.09% reserve requirement,
assuming a 10% 3 month treasury bill rate, the balances necessary to avoid
service charges are as follows:

Capital Bank $ 2,677

First Bank 16,068

Exchange Bank 20,000

Based on the estimated monthly service charges, Capital Bank is the best
proposal in that it requires the least compensating balance, and if the
compensating balance requirement is not met, its charges would be the lowest.

CW364A




Attachment I

Regional Transit Board

402 Metro Square Building

Seventh and Robert Streets
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

August 14, 1984

Dear

We wish to inform you that the Regional Transit Board (RTB) is requesting

proposals from commercial banks in downtown St. Paul for its checking account.
The RTB is a metropolitan agency created by the 1984 State Legislature to plan

and coordinate transit in the seven county metropolitan area. Funds for
transit operations will also funnel through this organization.

Account Description (the following are rough estimates)

Checks drawn/month 50
Deposits/month 3
Wire transfers/month - investment purchases (3) and maturities (3) 6
Stop payments/month 1

1
Dollars passing through account/annual $65,000,000

! Revenues will come from the State of Minnesota and a tax levy (i.e. all
checks drawn on local banks). There will be a few, very large
deposits which we intend to invest the day they become collected
funds. Expenditures, other than the approximately $1,100,000 for
operations, will also be few in number and large in amount.

Requirements/Services to be Furnished

Pledge of $200,000 collateral in U. S. government securities

Notification daily of the total of both ledger debits and credits and the
collected funds balance

Accommodation of wire transfers out of deposits once they become collected
funds

Capability to numerically sort checks

Furnishing of Account Analysis monthly

Proposal Format

Proposals should include:
Monthly fees
debits (checks), credits (deposits), wire transfers,
stop payments, account maintenance, check sorting, account balance
reporting, etc.
Compensating balance requirement based on above assumptions including
formula for calculation




Copy of latest annual financial report
Proposals should be submitted by August 24, 1984 and should be sent to:

Mr. Elliott Perovich
Chair

Regional Transit Board

402 Metro Square Building
Seventh and Robert Streets
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

Proposals will be evaluated on the basis of fees, service, and compensating
balance requirements.

Should you have any questions, please contact Jeff Dziuk at 291-6375.

Sincerely,

Elliott Perovich
Chair




Attachment I

BANKS SENT REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

American National Bank
Fifth and Minnesota Streets
St. Paul, MN 55101

Capital Bank
400 N. Robert Street
St. Paul, MN 55101

Commercial State Bank
Fifth Street at St. Peter
St. Paul, MN 55102

Exchange Bank
519 Jackson Street
St. Paul, MN 55101

First Bank St. Paul
332 Minnesota Street
St. Paul, MN 55101

Metropolitan Bank
441 Wabasha Street
St. Paul, MN 55102

Minnesota State Bank
200 S. Robert Street
St. Paul, MN 55107

Norwest Bank St. Paul
55 East Fifth Street
St. Paul, MN 55101




Attachment II

METROPOLITAN COUNCIL

FIRST BANK
CAPITAL BANK EXCHANGE BANK ST. PAUL

Anticipated
Monthly Unit Anticipated Unit Anticipated Unit Anticipated

Service Volume Price Monthly Cost Price Monthly Cost Price Monthly Cost

Account

Maintenance $ 5.00 $ 5.00 $ 6.00 $ 6.00 $12.00 $ 12.00
Audio Balance

Reporting 50.00 50.00

Credits (Deposit
Slips) .30 .90

Deposit Items
(Checks) . .06 .18

Checks Drawn
Against Account .10

Wire Transfers (In)
Wire Transfers (Out)
Stop Payments

Sequential Check
Sorting . « 75

Total $ 4u.61 $ 83.50 $115.83

Earning credit rate on Based on 3-Month Based on 3-Month Based on 3-Month
collected balances Treasury Bills Treasury Bills Treasury Bills

Other No service charge Free checks
up to an analysis Gross profit
loss of $25.00 must - $63.02




REGIONAL TRANSIT BOARD

300 Metro Square Building
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

CONTRACT FOR LEGAL SERVICES

THIS AGREEMENT, Entered into as of this ' day of

, 1984 by and between the law firm of Holmes and

Graven (herein called the "Legal Advisor"), and the Regional
Transit Board, 300 Metro Square Building, St. Paul, MN 55101
(herein called the "Board"):

WITNESSETH THAT the Board desires to engage the Legal
Advisor to render certain professional services and both parties
agree as follows: s

l.

Scope of Services. The Legal Advisor shall do, perform

and carry out in a satisfactory and proper manner all
legal services requested by the Board. The Chairman
of the Board, the Executive Director of the Board, or
such other person as may be designated in writing by
the Chairman of the Board may request, either orally or
in writing, services on behalf of the Board. Services
will include but not be limited to: legal research and
preparation of legal memoranda; contract analysis,
regulation, and drafting; legal representation of the
Board; legislative representation and drafting; legal
advice regarding employment related matters; legal
advice and technical assistance related to public
finance questions, including the rendering of approving
legal opinions; and any other general legal services.

Delivery of Services. Mr. Charles R. Weaver shall
serve as the Legal Advisor's representative and shall
assume primary responsibility for coordinating all
legal services requested by the Board Chairman or his
designee or the Executive Director. The Legal Advisor
will provide all personnel needed to perform promptly
all legal services requested. The Legal Advisor under-
stands that the services of several lawyers may be
required at any time.

Data to be Furnished to Legal Advisor. The Board
through its Executive Director shall cooperate with the
Legal Advisor in every way possible to facilitate the
performance of legal services without undue delay, and
the Executive Director shall furnish to the Legal
Advisor all information, data, reports and records of
the Board which are necessary for this purpose.




Personnel. All of the services required hereunder will
be performed by the Legal Advisor and no services shall
be subcontracted without the prior written approval of

the Executive Director of the Board.

Time of Performance. The services of the Legal Advisor
are to commence on the date of the contract and shall
continue through December 31, 1985. The Legal Advisor
agrees to furnish the Board with copies of all data,
deeds, documents, opinions and supplemental papers
necessary to carry out its function as may be requested
by the Board.

Compensation, Method of Payment. The Board shall pay
to the Legal Advisor the amount of such compensation as
will be determined by the hours spent by the lawyers
performing services under this contract and by their
hourly time charges (reasonable hourly time charges
negotiated by the Board's Chairman will be attached as
Exhibit A) unless a negotiated amount of compensation
for a specific project or matter has been agreed upon
by the Board Chairman and the Legal Advisor, in which
case the Board shall pay to the Legal Advisor the
negotiated amount at the agreed upon time. The Legal
Advisor will also be reimbursed for all expenses
incurred in connection with performing legal services
requested. Such expenses shall include reproduction of
documents, delivery services, postage, long distance
telephone charges, and travel and meal expenses. Any
specific expenses exceeding $100.00 will regquire
approval of the Board's Executive Director.

The Legal Advisor will prepare and submit to the
Executive Director on or before the 20th day of each
month a reasonably detailed statement of time and
charges for all time recorded and expenses incurred
shown separately for each matter during the preceding
calendar month, including a description of all legal
services performed during such period.

Termination of Contract. Either party may terminate
this contract at any time by written notification.

Upon termination the Legal Advisor will furnish to the
Executive Director copies or duplicate originals of all
legal documents oOr memorandums prepared for the Board
and not previously furnished, and all work in progress.
Upon termination the Legal Advisor shall be entitled to
compensation for all legal services performed and
expenses incurred prior to notification of termination.

Changes. Any of the terms of the contract may be
changed by mutual agreement of the Board and Legal
Advisor. Such changes shall be incorporated in written
amendments to the contract.

2




Findings Confidential. Any reports, information, data,
etc. given to or prepared or assembled by the Legal
Advisor under this contract with the Commission shall
be kept as confidential and shall not be made available
to any individual or organization by the Legal Advisor

without the prior approval of the Chairman of the Board
or the Board's Executive Director.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF The Commission and the Legal Advisor have
executed this Agreement as of the date written.

HOLMES & GRAVEN, Chartered REGIONAL TRANSIT BOARD

Charles R. Weaver Elliott Perovich, Chairman

Executive Director
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DEPARTMENT

SUBJECT:

STATE OF MINNESOTA

TRANSPORTATION Office Memorandum
Room 815

Administration & Finance Committee ‘ September 12,
Regional Transit Board

Office of Transit PHONE: 296-1615
Minnesota Department of Transportation

F.Y. 86-87 Biennial Budget
for the Regional Transit
Board

Attached for your review and approval is the Regional
Transit Board's biennial budget document for fiscal
years 1986-1987 as prepared by the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Transportation.

Minnesota Department of Finance budget guidelines
require that the final budget document be submitted

to them by September 28, 1984. While the RTB has
agreed to adhere to this deadline it is recognized
that changes in the adopted document may be necessary
as the RTB proceeds with the completion of the Interim
Implementation and Staffing plans. Therefore, the
Department of Finance and Mn/DOT will cooperate to

the fullest extent possible in assisting to incorporate
needed amendments within the budget document.

Please notify the Office of Transit at your earliest
convenience as to the acceptability of this budget
document and as to when the final budget will be pre-
sented to the RTE for adoption.

1984




BUDGET PRESENTATION TQO THE RTB

"DRAFT" BUDGET NARRATIVES

Mn/DOT
Office of Transit
September 11, 1984




DRAFT
September 11, 1984
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Program: Regional Transit Board (08)
Agency : Transportation, Department of

Program Purpose:

The 1984 Minnesota Legislature created the Regional
Transit Board (RTB) for the purpose of providing
essential mobility and transportation options in
the seven county area; for the encouragement of
alternatives to the single occupant wvehicle, and
for the development of transportation service de-
signed to meet public needs efficiently and effec-
tively. Two (2) budget activities, Metro Transit
Asgistance and Metro Transit Administration, en-
compass all RTB actiwvities.

Objectives:

See Activity Level for Objectives and Effectiveness
Measures.

Operation:

The RTB which formally began July of 1984 has
responsibility for the development, coordination,

and mid-range planning for transit in the seven
county metro area. Activities include budget
preparation and distribution of transit funds through
contracts with providers including MTC fixed route,

2 private bus operations, Metro Mobility, and ten

small urban and rural systems operating within the
metro area. Additionally, the RTB is responsible for
metro area rideshare activities and the replacement
service program ("Opt-Out").

Budget Issues:

Specific transit issues relating to this budget are as-
follows:

A. Motor Vehicle Excise Tax - Funds generated
by the MVET will be required, in addition
to dollars from the general fund, to meet the
F.Y. B6-87 needs as reflected in the biennial
budget request.

Transit Alternative Analysis - Two important
studies of transit alternatives are on-going
in the metro area. These studies are evaluat-
ing the transit alternatives awvailable within
the Hiawatha, Southwest and University Avenue
Corridors.

Hiawatha Corridor - The preferred alternative
selected is light rail transit, final EIS
work is close to being completed and approved
by federal agencies.




Southwest and University Avenue Corridors - A
transit Alternatives Analysis and a draft
Environmental Impact Statement (AA/DEIS) are
being conducted for the University Avenue and
the Southwest corridors. The purpose of the
study, sponsored by the Urban Mass Transporta-
tion Administration (UMTA), is to analyze and
evaluate four different transit improvements

or alternatives in each of these two corridors.
The study will culminate with the selection of
a preferred alternative in each corridor based
upon the information contained in the DEIS
document and the testimony received at a public
hearing. The alternatives considered include
both light rail transit and busways. The
Metropolitan Council is the recipient of the
funds granted by UMTA to carry out the analysis.
The study, however, is being conducted under the
direction of a Steering Committee composed of
policy-level representatives from eleven parti-
cipating agencies. A draft EIS is expected to
be available by the middle of September. The
Steering Committee is expected to hold a public
hearing by the end of October and select the
preferred alternative for each corridor by the

Minnesota Human Rights Act - M.S. 363.03 requires
that physical and program access must be provided
by a public service to disabled persocns. Poten-
tial impacts on service and cost requirements
must be carefully evaluated.

Federal Funds - continuing decreases in federal
operating assistance have a direct impact on
state budget requests.

Capital Needs - Many public transit providers
in the seven county metro area have no fund source
available to replace or refurbish capital equip-
ment. The two private operators (MLL & NSL)
have many wvehicles now in their third decade of
operation, a majority require significant re-
habilitation work to remain operable. Capital
funding will be needed to undertake a wviable
rehab program.

New Starts/Demonstration - The budget request
has not taken into consideration demand for new
service or demonstration programs. Potential
demand for new service, particularly in the
fringe areas will be carefully examined.

end of 1984. Once a preferred alternative is
selected in the other two corridors by the
Steering Committee and submitted to the RTB, pri-
orities among the three corridors will have to

be established if federal funding is pursued.

The priority corridor for which federal aid

would be sought will be selected by the RTB, and
reviewed by the Metropolitan Council in the con-

Explanation of Budget Request:

The budget request identifies MVET funds as the sole
funding source for Metro Transit Administration. The
Metro Transit Assistance budget activity identifies
MVET as the primary fund scurce with a general fund
appropriation necessary to supplement existing actiwvi-
text of the regional transportation policy plan. ties. Dollars reguested represent the appropriate




level necessary to maintain same service levels
for all transit systems.

Change levels identified on this request repre-
sent dollars necessary to provide the same levels
of service for all systems, as the Interim Imple-
mentation Plan is developed the change level may
increase because of the issues previously discussed
(i.e., new transit improvements in the corridors of
Hiawatha, University and Southwest, etc.)

Governor's Recommendation:




PROGRAM CHANGE REQUEST

Activity: Metro Transit Assistance/Metro Transit
Administration

Program : Regional Transit Board (RTB)

Agency : Transportation, Department of

Change Request

Regional Transit Board Concept

F.Y. 86 F.¥. 87
Agency Request Amount Positions Amount Positions

= General Fund s 7,722.5 s 7,745.1
» Motor Vehicle
Excise Tax 10,720.0 19 11,840.0 19

Governor's
Recommendation

» General Fund

« Motor Vehicle
Excise Tax

Change request re-
quires statutory
change:

Statutes affected:

Statement of Request/Objective:

The agency requests the above dollar amounts and
positions to provide essential mobility and
transportation services in the seven county metro
area. The objectives of these activities are to

coordinate the myriad of transit services, both public
and private, within the seven county area and to prowvide
short range transit planning both of which will result
in a more productive investment of the state's transit
dollars.

Description/Background:

In 1984, the Minnesota Legislature made a commitment to
the Regional Transit Board concept. 1In the RTB's first
year (F.¥. 1985) it was funded by appropriation trans-
fers from the MTC ($1,084,800) and the Mn/DOT ($14,700).
These funds were used for "start-up" of the RTB which
included staffing, lease of office space, supplies, etc.

Program activities, which included the MTC, Metro Mobil-
ity, two private regular route operators, and 10 rural
and small urban systems. F.Y. 84-85 biennial appropria-
tions for these activities approached $32 million.

It's anti?i?ated that the RTB will assume control of all
these activities beginning 7/1/85. Dollars requested
represent same service levels for all transit services.

The RTB enabling legislation reduced the complement of the
M?C by nineteen (19) positions and Mn/DOT by-one (1) posi-
ticn. The RTB is requesting a complement level of nineteen
pos%ticns for the purpose of accomplishing all mandated
activities. i

This Change Item is split among the activities as follows:

F.¥Y. 86 F.Y. 87

Metro Transit Assistance $17,343.0 $18,485.6
Metro Transit Administration 1,099.5 1,099.5




Rationale:

© Same level of funding as F.Y. 1985 would have an
extremely negative impact on service lewels and
users.

Though dollars requested all appear in the change
level ygeneral fund appropriations were the fund
source in past years.

With possible property tax relief and decrease in
federal funding the need will exist for additional
state funds.

Governor's Recommendation:




ACTIVITY JUSTIFICATION

Activity: Metro Transit Assistance
Program : Regional Transit Board
Agency : Transportation, Department of

Objective:

To provide a basic level of mobility for all persons
in the 7 County Metropolitan area; to arrange for a
comprehensive, ccordinated set of transit and para-
transit services to meet the needs of all people in
the metro area; to cooperate with private and

public providers to assure the most efficient and
coordinated use of existing and planned transit
resources, and to maintain public mobility in the
event of emergencies or energy shortages.
Effectiveness Measures:

Actual Est. Est. Est.
C.¥Y. 84 C.¥. 85 C.¥. 86 C.¥Y. 87

Miles of service/ 16.72 17.14 17.18 17.34
pPopulation

Cost/Passenger 1.38 1.42 1.49 1.56
Revenue/Cost .32 .31 .30 « 29
Passenger/Population 38.94 39.63 39.74 39.77
Passenger/Hour 29.51 29.30 29.31 29.07

Description
d) ﬁegro Fobility Program

Statutory Reference: M.S5. 174.31

The Metro Mobility program provides a coordinated special
transportation service for disabled persons in the
metropolitan area. Demand responsive, door-through-door
service is provided within Minneapolis, St. Paul and most
first ring suburbs. The Metro Mobility Transportation
Center acts as the primary coordination element certi-
fying eligible individuals, taking requests for service,
arranging tours, and dispatching providers include the

MTC (operating Project Mobility), 6 taxi companies,
and 2 private providers of wheelchair accessible
transportation.

A nine member Management Policy Committee has been
established to set management policies for metro
mobility. The committee comprised of representatives
of the elderly, handicapped,participating providers,
Mn/DOT, MTC and the Metropolitan Council, determines
policies relating to such issues as service area,
fares, hours of service and expansion. An advisory
task force of 25 individuals representing the users
of the service, advises the Management Policy
Committee.

Grants by Fund: FyB4 F¥85 FYB6 FY87
General $5,000.0 $5,000.0 $5,350.0 $5,724.6

2) Private Operators Program
Statutory Reference: M.S. 174.24

The private operators program provides state financial
assistance to Medicine Lake Lines and North Suburban
Lines. Both provide regular route public transit
within the Metropolitan Transit Taxing District. This
assistance is intended to pay 100% of the operating
deficit to supplement operating revenues and ensure
continued wviability of the private companies as an
alternative to buy out the MTC and expansion of

MTC services to the two market areas. Public funds
are justified on the basis that private operators do
not have access to federal capital assistance or local
taxing authority; but provide service in a market
place dominated by a public system which does receive
this assistance.

Grants by Fund: Py g4 FY85 86 FY87
General $965.1 $965.1 - -—
Motor Vehicle

Excise Tax -- -

$1,032.7 $1,104.9




DRAFT

3) Metropolitan Transit Commission private operator of regular route transit (except private
Statutory Reference: M.S. 174.21 - 174.24 operators in the metro area) or any combination of the
above when the local financial effort is inadeguate to
The MTC program provides state financial assistance assure continuation of the public transit service. This
to the Metropolitan Transit Commission (MTC) and activity provides funding for home-to-work, elderly and
augments revenues received from the federal govern- handicapped or general purpose travel.
ment, fare revenues and metropolitan prop rty taxes.
The MTC exists to provide safe and efficient trans- Grants by Fund: FY84 FYB5 FYB6 FY87
portation services for the movement of people by bus, Motor Vehicle
vanpool and carpool thorughout the seven-county Excise Tax — - $816.7 $872.3
metropolitan region. On the regular route bus
system, MTC annually services approximately 76.3 million Authority for the Regional Transit Board to administer
passengers on 29 million service miles using a fleet these activities is found in M.S. 473.371.
of over 1,000 wehicles. Annually, over 3800 metro- — — -
politan area residents are organized into vanpools Activity Statistics:
and carpools for commuting purposes. Operating
assistance from the state enables MTC to maximize Actual Est. Est. Est.
service levels to meet consumer demand, yet maintain Cy844 c¥85 Cy86 cyYs7
fares gnd property taxes below the actugl cost of 1) Metro Mobility
providing the service, in c9n§ormance with state Total Cost $5,307,792 $5,546,643 $5,796,242 $6,057,072
statutes and commission policies. Passengers 483,825 493,502 503,372 513,439
LI e Fid P bk PYET Miles 2,430,160 2,478,763 2,528,338 2,578,905
Y : 3
Sy s1T,538.3 $7,B61.5 $7,372.6 $7,070.5 Hours 194,108 1%7,990 201,950 205,989
Motor Vehicle 2) Private Operators
Excise. Tax = . #T:039.2 $1.900.2 Total Cost $1,518,069 $1,586,382 §1,657,769 $1,732,369

746, 761,111 776,333 791,860
In addition, a metropolitan transit service demonstration Egigingers Sgg,éig 837,027 853,768 870,843

program (opt-out) is funded from this appropriation.
The opt-out program allows eligible applicants to Hours 43,111 L2979 e A
design alternat%ve methc@s_of providing public transit 3)  MTC
service for their communities when not adequately Total Cost $99,127,000 $103,719,000 $108,939,000 $114,592,000
served by the MTC. Passengers 76,278,000 77,638,000 77,825,000 77,844,000
Grants by Fund: FY84 FY 85 FYB6 FYB87 Miles 29,029,000 29,786,000 29,789,000 30,008,000

General sIES. 0 s884.0 - == Hours 2,322,320 2382,880 2,383,120 2,400,640

Motor Vehicle

Excise Tax - - $731.9 $783.1 4) Rural & Small Urban
Total Cost $ 1,449,928 §1,515,175 $1,583,358 51,654,609

Rural and Small Urban Program Passengers 354,902 362,000 369,240 376,625

Statutory Reference: M.S. 174.21 - 174.24 Miles 1,143,428 1,166,297 1,189,623 1,213,416
Hours 79,270 80,855 82,472 84,121

The Rural and Small Urban Program provides state
financial assistance, both operating and capital,

to any legislatively established publiec transit
commission or authority (except the MTC), any county
or statutory or home rule charter city and any




Activity Generates
Non-Dedicated Revenue

O ves ®Whro

Actual Actual Estimated Estimated
FY1983 FY1984 FY1985 FY1986

Estimated
FY1987

-0- -0- -0- -0-

-0=

Change Reqguests:

Addressed at Program Level




ACTIVITY JUSTIFICATION

Activity: Metro Transit Administration
Program: Regional Transit Board
Agency: Transportation, Department of

Objective:

The RTB is statutorily empowered to commence operations
as soon after July 1, 1984 as the chair and at least
seven other members have been appointed and qualified.
This took place on July 12, 1984. The charge is to
manage and coordinate the public transit resources
available within the 7-county metropolitan area by:
developing a comprehensive transportation plan,
contracting with public and private providers, and by
identifying and/or evaluating accomplishments and
needed improvements.

Effectiveness Measures:

Description:

The Metro Transit Administration activity exists to:

- To prepare implementation plans

- To certify property tax levy

- To assume Mn/DOT's operating assistance contracts
and enter into new operating assistance contracts
To appoint members to the restructured MTC
To prepare and present required budgets, financial
plans and staffing plans;
To request, review and approve MTC budget
To study and report to the Legislature on certain
enumerated issues
To implement local government participation
program
To convene annual transit conference

To take steps to become a designated recipient of
federal funds

To implement a transit information program

To execute and administer paratransit project contracts
To assume rideshare program responsibilities

To assume Replacement Serwvice (opt-out) Program
responsibilities

To establish and appoint members to various advisory
committees; and

To conduct research and render advice on transportation
issues

Activity Statistics:

Actual Est.
CyY84 CY85

Public Meetings
Held
Mandated Tasks
Accomplished 0

Numerous activities will be defined during the development
of the interim Implementation Plan.

T Activity Generates
Non-Dedicated Rewvenue

COyes [ Mo

Actual Actual Estimated Estimated Estimated
FY1983 FY19B4 FY1985 FY1986 FY1987

-0~ -0=- -0- -0~ i

Change Requests:

Addressed at Program Level




TENTH ANNUAL MTC BUS ROADEO

and

THIRD ANNUAL MECHANICAL SKILLS COMPETITION

Saturday, September 22, 1984

8:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Parking lot adjacent to the Army-Navy
Air Force Reserve Building
(East 62nd Street near 34th Avenue South)

1984 ANNUAL MTC AWARDS BANQUET

Saturday Evening, September 22, 1984

6:30 - 7:45 PM Social Hour (cash bar)

7:45 - B8:30 PM Dinner

8:30 - 10:00 PM Program

Minneapolis Auditorium and Convention Hall

Lobby C

Third Avenue South between 14th and 15th Streets
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Ample parking adjacent to Auditorium

City parking ramp on 15th Street




strutcr named %oodbyo- June 18, 1954, marked the end of nurly 65 years oi electrics
an occurrence D.J. Strouse strove to provont. - ~:s.'.

service in the Twin

Sat., Sept. 1, 1984

ulcar i

The city streetcar may be gone
but D.J. Strouse lives on in spirit -

Thirty years ago this past June, the
last regular streetcar service end-
ed in the Twin Cities. A memora-
ble person from those days was
D.J. Strouse, president of the Twin
City Rapid Transit Co. from 1938
until 1949,

Under the Strouse management,
the company found that bus pa-
tronage declined for the same rea-
sons that trolley patronage de-
clined, and that replacing street-
cars with buses did little to in-
crease ridership. Strouse believed
firmly that streetcars were the
_ best form of transportation, and he
pledged to provide the best service
the company was capable of.
Streetcar abandonments were to
be limited to lightly traveled lines
and, in a few cases, accepted to
-accommodate road changes sought
by tne mahway department.

g T ok 4
In ls« the compnw embarkod on
a modernization program, which
ultimately brought 141 modern,
streamlined streetcars to the Twin
Clﬂel. When Charles Green and

— ._---J"i““ " b

Counterpoint -

Fred Ossanna ousted Strouse from
the company in 1949, those cars
were sold at nearly a 50-percent
loss. Some of the streetcars went to
Cleveland, which retired them in
running order last year; the rest
went to Newark and Menco Clt)'.
where they still run. X

* Meanwhile, Ossanna's oﬂgiml bus

fleet has been replaced twice. Had
Strouse's policies not been cut
short, we would still have some
trolley lines running today. Maybe

__there would be fewer than Strouse

had envisioned. But there would

still have been the opportunity to

transfer portions of the trolley sys-

t&ﬂommmmtothei

r and more efficient private
ﬁshts-of-way This was done in
Boston in the late 19503. when a

, R B e A

long suburban railroad line was =
converted to accommodate street--
cars. With 20-20 hindsight, it ap-

pears that Strouse had better fore- .-
sishtthanGreenurOsmnna. By

Now that tne Resiona.l Transporta—
tion Board is looking at future op-'_,

" tions, it seems that one possibility-

is to acquire a long suburban rail-
road branch to use as & transit:\
line. Another is to put a rail line on
University Av. from St. Paul to.s;
Minneapolis. It would be fitting to, .
name the car barns and operatlns
headquarters of any future rail ™
system after D.J. Strouse, the last~"
transit professional in Minnesota
to advocate and preside over an:T)
electric rail system. o
Duncan Moffitt, Minnenpolll. na-.,, )

dlonew:repmer
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—a survey of the history of the trans-
portation company in Minneapolis and
Saint Paul

—an analysis of the role of public trans-
portation in the growth of the Twin
Cities

— Stephen A, Kieffer —

twin city rapid
transit company
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Preface

Transit and the Twins was originally written early in 1956
as an honors thesis for the College of Science, Literature,
and the Aris of the University of Minnesota. in the course
of his research, the author came into close contact with
management and staff of Twin City Rapid Transit Com-
pany, who expressed deep interest in the project. This book
is the culmination of that interest,

With the exception of a short series of newspaper
advertiscments in the Minncapolis daily papers in 1909,
management of TCRT had been too engrossed in the prob-
lems of the day to sit back and take stock of the past. This
work actually represents the first analysis of the history of
public fransit in Minncapolis and Saint Paul in the eighty-
five years since the first car took to the tracks.

The fremendous ltask of research was considerably
eased by the aid of the Minncsola Railians Associatior,
whose files—so ably maintained by Russell L. Olson—con-
tained an immense treasury of information on this subject;
by constant reference to “Electric Railways of Minneapolis
and Saint Paul”, a rough but ample historical catalog pub-
lished by the stalf of Interurbans magazine; and by the
encouragement and wise counsel of Dr. David Ellison and
Fred A. Ossarna, presidents, and Edmund Sansovini, direc-
tor of personnel and public relations, and others of the stal”
of Twin City Rapid Transit.

From the firsi, it has been my purpose to portray the
unique role of the strectcars of this area in laying the lattice-
work on which setilement of the Twin Cities took form.
Here, the help of the City Planning Board of Saint Paul—
notably that of Rodney Engelen—and the City Planning
Commission of Minncapolis was deeply appreciated.

Dr. John R. Borchert, professor and chairman of the
department of geography at the University of Minnesets,
voluntecred his services as advisor for tho honors thesis; the
success of this volume is due in great measure fo his work.

To all these individuals and groups and to the many
others, too numerous o list in this space, who contributed
to the background material for Transit and the Twins, this
work is sincerely dedicated.

Stephen A. Kieflor
March, 1958

Table of Contents

L. Introduction and Background ..

The 1850's: Twins in Diapers
. The 1840's: Twins in Short Pants. . .

II. The Horsecar Iora..

Saint Paul: The First Parmanent Yenture . .
Minneapolis: The First Successful Venture
Unification

The Motor Line.

Cable Operations

Metropalitanization

Electrification

'in:e Bicycl; Craze . - :
ome-made Cars: The Story of Snelling Shaps. .

Development and Coniinuc:s Expnnsiag ; EEP‘

The Suburban System

Local Service iy

Independent Suburban Lines

III. Electricity and Presperity

1V. Exit the Streetcar

The Disappearing Passenger
The Story of Conversion

V. Public Transportation
Today and Tomorrow
A Photographic Essay. ..




Ciry OF
ST. PALL,
MINNESOTA

.___..&7;

_.-J-‘

CITY OF
MINNEAPOLIS,
MINNESOTA

It was in the sunnner of TOH0 tha a
white san first set fuot on the wreritory
now embracing the Twin Cities. This
was the lecollect friar, Louis Hennepin.
After being detained by a band of
Indians near the shore of Mille lacs
|.-du', Ful.]lt'l “rnm'pin ]l;lll:“nl duwn
the Migsissippi Iiver unti! he seached
the falls which the Duacotah Indians
had termed Mi-ni-ho-he, “the rushing
water”, and which he named Saint
Anthouy after his patron saint.

For a century and a hall, the only
wecupants of this area were Indians, mis-
sionaries, and tray i fur traders. In
1819, a govermment military post was
established at the junction of the Minne-
suta und Mississippi Rivers, on grounds
acdjoining the present Minnchaha Park.
Here, in 1822, & font was erccted, and in
1824 it was named Fort Snelling in
hanor of its commandant.

With a military fort in the neighlos-
hood to guarantee protection, the fur
trade carricd on by Frenchmen since the
days of Father lHennepin received new
Impetus. Settlers began 1o arrive more
Frequently on the steanboats which plicd
the Mississippd alier 1023, Ity Losd, ahe
first permanent civilian setthement in the
min wns l‘lllI{l’ i“ hhb‘l i-‘ nuw H“llll
Paul's downtown district, and in 1042
the Awwrican Fur Trading Company
extablished a [ermanent  paost im this
setthement.

The next seven years saw  [urious
aclivily llplirrr fromn Font Suellin
wews ul the vich Dar vrade amd the lenile
Vel i the MNarth llilltllli]' silted back 1o
the Enst ]5}- 1819, the town of Saimt
Paul bad been incorposated. The CurjHar-
ate area totaled 221 acres, of which 00
acres were |-|. l'd, and we are told lrf
the Saint Paul Pioncer's first issue in
that year that the blustering  infant
metropolis already possessed 142 build-
ings. From the first, Saint Paul was
essentially & trade center, and in thess
carly ycars trade was dependent on the

I. Introduetion and Background

civer ms its main anery.
The 1850%1 Twine in Diapers
Settlement was slower upriver since
sation was quite limited beyond the
tion of the Minpesota and Missis-
sippi. In 1015, Pierre Bottinean erected
the first permanent house in Saint An-
thony villuge on the eastern side of the
ﬁfi:t-i:-ﬁill|1i |-|r|msilr the in"s. wnil |1'_|'
1818, a sawmill had been established in
the village—ta saw wood and grind out
Mour for the military reseovation. This
was a portent of funre mills of gigastic
size on this identical location

The second hall of the nineteenth cen-
tury began with the arcival of many land
pronolers in the areca, |mpmg lo aliract
mich of the Scandinavian and Germanic
imigration (o this rich new land which
so resembled the soll and climate of their
homes in the Old Woild, The most sue-
cessful of the multitude was a certuin
Calanel John Stevens, who in 1852 100k
up 160 acres opposite Nicollet Island on
the west bank of the river at its nar-
rowest poinl, Stevens parccled out so
much Land tha ullI} Iwa years later a
suspension bridge ar what s now the
fout of Mewnepin Avenue was required
to commecl e fost prowing rival setile-
ments of Minneapaolis and Saint Anthony.

By 1055, vver 200 peaple weee living
within the area of Colinel Stevens' ||LJ|l
and by 15T the population had sky-
rocketed o 200G, The entire town of
Minuneapoli=, as il was imcorporated in
158, was ineduded within the ilines
ul the I* il husiness district, The lovwn
was mammed by Charles Hoag, who com-
Bined the Indian word “minne” meaning
water with the Greek word “palis™
meaning eily.

The permanent “business  estalilish-
ments were strung oul along Washington
and Hennepin Avenues, mlh the focal
point of municipal activity at the west -
end of the suspensiop bridge.

The older dewnriver community of




An early sawmill on the Falls of Saint Anthony.

Sait Panl was meanwhile also expand-
g hy I|'||||~, wod Bovnels, This was the
era uf the fabled river steamboat, which
br::'l;rhl as nany as S0 |>('-J|||z' a ||:|l_|’ 1o
the docks of the town. Saimt Faul was
incorporated as a city in IS This same
vear fowd the tracks of the 1:|‘ﬁi'4gu anl
ok Tsband Hailroad extended as lar as
the :'rll-n-ai;-]l': Wiver, thus m.lL:ng Lrities-
port 1o Saint Paul nwch more aceessible
and greatly muliiplying the conmerce of
this budding transportation center.

By 1859, it Anthony and Minne-
apolis were established  as  primacily
I:ll!]lng howns. Sainl -\nﬂl-"n'f i e Fed-
eral census of Tl boasted some 3,199
citizens, while Minncapolis claimed o
sliglily larger populistion of 4,607, How-
ever, the combined totals of both rivals
did not approach that of Saint Paul,
which, with a plr'l!i‘lll.-llill'l of 10,101, had
been selected as the permanent seal of
government of the new state of Minne-
sota, admitted 1o the Union on May 11,
1858,

The 1860 : Twins in Short Pants

It soon became evident that agricul:
ture was 1o become the dominant force

in the economy of the new state. The
Federal census of 106D showed Mlinne-
sula to have a pulml.xi'mu of 172023, &
figure about ten times the population of
its three main urhan centers combined!
As forests were cleared and virgin land
tilled by alue hardy immigrans, Minne-
apalis’ position as & millicyg center sky-
rocketed. o order o biring the fruit of
this Nasthern rnrnm'nl:iq = vich Fastern
markets, gailrond lines wes: estahlished
as guickly a3 the equipnrnt was nude
available.
Satt Paul's position at the head of
ation on the Mississipga played an
Pnageshr Lanl tole i allr i
sailvnads hewe, and ul ;
:'1|.||l_| ullni-h'llulh of a tewmile line e
tween the capital and the mills of Saint
o A gala festivanies, this fest
! i in the  Northwest  was
uprur-] to trallic as the Minnesota and
Pacific Raileowd o 1BG2. By the end of
the decade, James J. Hill was well on his
way toward completion of his northern
transcontinental route lo the Pucific
const, and Saint Paul had taken its place
o3 the railrond, steamboat, and general
commerciul center of Minnesota and the

e

r.,_.' pem

Hennepin Avenus, Minnaapolis, in the iﬁbﬂ's.
(]

Northwest,

By 1865, the capital city had swelled
to o population of 12,000, By relerence
1o Map Group A, one can note that from
the fiest, the population was scattered.
The lack of conerntrated masses of
peaple in small wreas was to have a greal
elfect on public wansportation when i
nevived on the seene.

During this erm, bath wrban venters
were vying for the rich 1|||||m; of the rail-
pomds. The eventual onteame vas the
ratalilishment of two separaie rail centers
sumie Ben wiles apart; this was a major
fwctor in the growth of hoth commn-
s tawand cach other in the iu"nuin'!,
years, bl such time as they were really
pwin cities with only an imoginary bor-
der throngh the middle of a street to
sepsirale them—an nousual il]ll'unnu'nu:n
i the history of wiban development.

Tiv 1865, the legal limits of Minne-
uputis bz Dieen l'I'I-ludiL'lI as far ns 20tk
Avenue North, Franklin and Lyndale
Avenues, and the west bank of the Kis-
sissippi, opposile what is now the campus
of the University of Minuesota., Though
essentially milling towns, both Minne-

apolis and her soyaller sister city of Saint
Aunthuny aleeady howed sumc tendency
towards economi¢ independence as more
and more banks and retail establishments
were opened.

As the cities grew, there was a need
created  for intrauchan public  trausit
facilities. This wals st felt in Saim Paul
with its wider area of setilement. ln
1tats, several businessmien of prowinent
position—men with names like Parker
Paine, John Merriam, Lowis Hobert, and
AL Wilder—lormed a corporation and
applied for a hossecar Franchise 10 uso
all city streets el Jacksan Street. The
franchise was pranted alier sume delay.
l‘tl'l‘"f"ll"'ﬁ- this -h'luj was sullicient 10
disconrage the nnlq-uny's ]uimirlﬂ in-
vestors, for no action was tlaken on pub-
lic transportation in Seimt Poul for six
more yoars.

Not to be ontdone by its sisler eity—
and the historical rivalry that blooms se
intensely st times between these two
neighbors had early rovts—a similar
Minncapolis venture was undertaken in
1867 with slight puccess. Dorilius Morri-
son, Minneapolis' first mayor, formed a




company with four of the communily's
st l,lrulllilu'nl |)il:im.':-3l||l'll. and late in
that same year, they began to lay rails on
Second Street 5 v (now Washinglon
Avenue South ) from Hennepin to Cedar
Avenuve. They then !]I.Il'l'llllhlf{l two horse-
cars amd a steam motor [rom an ion,
New York firm, “with which they hoped
10 operate steam propelled cars”. Histori-
cal accounts differ as 10 whetlier tha car
ever ran, but an 1871 edltorlal in the

columas of the Minneapolis Tribune

yields the follawi plormalion:

Strangers who desire to sce (he only
street car in Minoesota will find i
on Second Street, mear the Saint
Paul sud Pacllie Railroad, Iy is
deposived in this spot so that it may
be out of the way, and gather the
honorable dust of aps, undisturbed
by the busier portloas of the city.
Requicscat e Macel

iL. The Horsecar Era

The two decades from 1870 1o 1890
were [sbulous years for the Twin Cities.
Though the S navian and German
immigration began to dwindle, & tre-
mendous influx from ireland and Central
Furope brought many new Americans 1o
Minnesola, and more of these were in-
clitied 1o settle in cities. A growing and
building nation peeded pch wood for
ils dwellings and factories, il the wast
iuu"\li ol hli]llll'mtaliﬂ. were deawn on o
supply this need. Hige wills, to saw thiis
wond wad to grind tle hoge and e
incrcasing quantities of grain prod
Il'l' Ill.l‘ llllltlrl-‘\, werne  «© “1:!"1k " ‘!l"
shores of the Mississippi. By 1890, Min-
aeapolis was the milling center of the
world!

In 1470, the Federal census fisted
Saint Paul with a population of 20,030,
while Minneapolis had 13,066 people. By
1890, Saint Paul had grows to 133,156
and Minnespolis to 164,738,

Furtunes were made in this era; in
THOU, the city of nt Paul b
millionaires per capita than any city in
the United States!

The Twin Cities had come of age.
Broad, tree-lined avennes were in marked
contrast ta the rough cow paths of twenty
vears before. And on these avenues ran
the mechanized |c||rc-s'l‘||1at'r\-t‘s ol the
new cra, slireelcars.

Saint Panl: The First
Permanent Venture

The year 1872 is w
City history for two re s. The fst,
that in this year Misneapolis fonmally
annesed the town of Saint Anthony, thus
narrowing the number of rival cities at
the bewd of the Mississippi 1o two, and
the sccond, that this marked the hegin-
ning of the first permanent wrhan trans-
portation line in the area.

I Feliruary of 1872, the legislature of
the State of Minnesota granted a charter
which suthorized organizstion and in-
corporation of the Saint Paul Strect Rail-

way Company. The firm was founded on
May 9 of thay year and a contracl was
let fur the laying of the first two miles of
track, On July 15, the first car of the new
line, carrying many aof the city's most
important citizens, moved grandly down
the bloff from Lafayctte Road and Locust
Strect, past theering anloukers  along
East Seventh, Jacksan and Fourth Streets
{0 its western lerminus al Seven Corners,
Modesily, the Salnt Paul PMloncer
poted the oeeasions
Saint Paul has taken another step in
ﬂh‘llulpu | wWays. We da wn like
to wiite anything which wight be
constried as hoastine, lan when the
Pioneer takes o backward look to
the first year of its existence, and
contrasts the Saint Paul of that
period with the present, it can
hardly realize the changes that have
taken place; From a hamlet of a few
park coveréd huts, it has grown in
the short space of lwenly-one years
1o a city of 30,000 inhabitanis, with
long steects of  stately  business
Jiouses, with suburhs where ¢
seen as costly and finely apy
privale residences as are (o bie fornaried
in any city on the globe with oll and
every appliance
up a city. It has long hod groded
streets, lighted with gas, and has
been supplied with water birought

ch poes o nok

from a long distance ol a preat ex-
pense amd furnished 1 y dwell-
i And last, lut ast, it has

seen Uhe nec Y of strevicars Lo re-

duce ils leagih and breadih  of

cent dislances™.

. this last necessity was

and street railwoys are

ameng the institutions of  Saint

Maul. i

Rolling stowk of the new company con-
sisted of six ¢ars that Saint Paulites duls-
bed “cracker boxes on wheels”. Opere-
tion of the six cars required fourleen
drivers and [thirty horses for day long




gervice. The cars were innnediately popu-
lar hecause of the speed with which one
conld go from |:!||c-: to plm't. ".'i"hj'. it
was said they averaged six miles per
hour, unheard of in thm day!

The primitive type of car wsed at the
inception of the horsecar lines in the
Twin Cities measured ten fect between
the bulbheads, and weigzhed alour VKD
pounds, and the driver was exposed to
the weather un his open platform, from
which he guided a single horse. Two
|u1|;;||||rim.|! seats  pecommdated  four-
teen passengers inside the car. Service
was provided fram five in the morming
to eleven at wight with o Gfieen minute
hendway. Cars were puinted a distinctive
color for each line and wsed only on that
line. Interior illumination was provided
by & fechle anil odoriferous oil lamp,
while a small iren stove in the middle of
the car supplied a meager amount of
heat in cold weather, with about a foot
of hay on the floor te aid in keeping the
passengers feet warm. In consideration
of the character of the track and equip-
ment in use ol that time, it was no sur-

prise for the cars 1o hecome derailed.

The passengers would then get off and
help the driver in putting the cor back
wn the track or in pushing it up a steep
grude. A fare hox was placed in the front
of the car, and the rider was expected 1o
deposit his nickel in it whea eatering the
car. Many an early patron remembered
how the driver reminde:! him, by stamp-
ing on a gong, that he had not placed his
are in the box.

Mare lines were added in Saint Pawl,
but the 'll]i{‘ wf rail was i . Even
horses cost the conpany gl 1-: o $155
each. and six were required fur each
car. Dosiness was not o god in those
carly vears, weceipts averaving  only
about §50 a day. Even this early, the vast
spread of population in Saint Paul wes
to work a hard-hip on streetcar lines,
and, as a result, the campany went into
receivership in April of 1877, James
Cochran, Jr., operated the system until
October of 1878, when bLondholders
rurl“l.'li B new Cfln'l[l.ﬂy ﬂni! L']'.l.tlil:(‘d 1I=C
system’s name to the Saint Paul City
Ruilway Compuny.

Minneapolis' first horse-drawn streetcar—I875.
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James T Walsh, Ceneral Manager of
the wew company, pul e systein on a
paying basis for the fiest time, while
adding many new rontes and  double-
tracking existing ones. The map show-
ing the extent of horsecar lines in 1081
is in sharp contrast to the situation some
ten years earlicr. Much new equipment
was also placed in service.

Abeant THAD, the site now oceupied by
the Lowry-M I Arts Building, on
Saimt Peter S
Filth Stpeets, was

bara and oflices were consteucted for the

between Fourth and
ired and a cemtral

company. The three-story brick huilding
c ed stalls for 150 horses and space
for 30 cars, Macksmith, and vepair shops.
Upper flonrs howsed the company oflices.

A group of Twin Cities bu s,
headed by Thomas Lowry of Minweapo-
lis—ol whom we shall hear much, later
—took over the system in 1086, Lowry
had acquired enough stock by 1881 10
give him control of the campany, and
this transaction led 1o the werger of the
Saint Paul and Minneapalis tram systems
under the hanner of the Twin City Rapid
Transit Company.

T these early years, there is much evi-
dence 1o indicate that the prowth of
Saint Paul, in terms of sctiled land, was
in great measure determined by the pres-
ence of Ihe streelear company. Farseeing
city fathers, who envisioned 8 metropolis
of a million persons in o hunidred years,
added luge tacts of land 1o the city in
871 and 1887, so that, by the laner
}4'2}, Sasamd ’.llllll El-l'[l '-1"1';*",‘ EI'I”II-"‘.I i‘5
present boundaries. This, e, played an
important part in encauraging wide
spread sentle 1.

Minneapolis: The First
Specesslul Yenture

The dream of a sireclear system for
their bustling city still burned Lright in
the eyes of many of the backers of Mor-
rison’s first venlure some years ogo.
Colonel W. J. King, one of these faithful,
proposed a revival of the project in 1873
to an ambitivus emigrant lawyer from

Minois by name of Thomas Lowry.
Lawry, intent wn capitalizing on the real
estite business in this rapidly expa
area, immediately seized upon the
Later in the year, both men had found
seven other partners, raised §250,(00
warking capital, and formed the Minne-
apolis Street Nailwey Company.

On July 9, 1875, with much of the
track already laid en the first two lines,
the City Council of Minneapolis granted
this syndicate a franchise for “the con-

operation of a Street tail-

) This ordinance was sreeepl-

ed by the company ander date of August

18, 1875, sond was confirmed and ratified

by Act of |.1--;,|.n|nlnn: wn March -1, LHTO.

The lirst car woved ot ante the strects

w “il a 'II]I Iﬂﬂ!i I.IE IIII:‘:‘![‘I‘;[‘YS on SI‘JIII:IH--
ber 2, 1BTS.

The state census of 1675 gave Minne-
apulis a population ol 32,721. Calvin
Schmid, in his very informative work,
A Social of Two Cilies”, nutes
that 19.0% of the entive population lived
within a one-mile radius of its center and
that 97.0% were included within a two-
mile radios. Schmid goes on to say:

City growths and shifts in popu-
Lation are clusely relazed to the de-
velopment and extension ol truns
portation fucilities. Tk direction as
well as the extemt of city expansion
is largely determived by agencies of
transpoitation. Because of their ime
portance, it is difficult indeed 1o
Cuntn v ki mlern metro-
polis withont rap Aran=poriation
ard communicalion,

The Minneapolis Steeet Railway Com-
jrany, Illulu't ]ln‘ li‘ﬂll 2 n[ -ﬂ'hnn:ls
Lowry, did indecd Tull
Oue need only contrast the siluation in
181, only nine years alter the irst
horsecar moved down Washington Ave-
nue, with the 1875 map, 1o realize the
role that public transportation wos play-
ing in this era in the seulement of huge
numbers of immigrants within Minne-
apolis’ expanding bordcrs.

climid’s thesis.
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Another of the early horse cary.

While the city"s population quintupled
in the lollowing filteen years, Lowry's
car lines reflected the growth. By the end
of 1875, 4.37 miles of track had been
laid. The Federal Census of 1880 listed
wine miles of track and 987,267 passen-
pers carried during the preceding year.
In 1883 alone, twelve new miles of track
were laid, and this same year, an almost
fantastic tutal of SATLOM0. passeagers
deposited their nivkels in fare boxes.

By the year 1BHI, the transporiation
vemture, fabulously successful from all
puinls of view, was serving all of the well
cetiled areas of both cities. When Lowry
awd his group sssumed control of the
Saint Paul operations in that year, they
were ready 1o move abead on plans
wl were soon 1o bring theo and the
Twin Cities famme and lortume,

From the fiest, it was evident that the
personality and ambitions of Tom Lowry
were the driving forces in the expansion
of the streetcar system. An carly syn-
wuym for the horsecars and later the clee-
wrie streetcars of the Twin Cities was “the
“Tom Lowry's”. The name it and it stuck.
Unification

Despite the fact that Lowry and his
group gained control of the stock of the
Saint Paul Citv Railway Company in

1881, it was not until two years later that
hoth systems were unified under the ban-
ner of the Twin City INapid Transit Com-
pany. The path’ of the company during
the late eightics was not an easy one.
Though new track was constantly being
laid, there was much public arvusal over
the disadvaniages of horse drawn vehi-
dles. City Councils of hoth municipalities
were prading snd paving sirects, and this
pecessitated  teating up and  reloying
wrack, all al company expense.

By this timg, the Twin Cities had
established themselves as the focal point
of o area which stretched as far west as
the Pacific Coast. With the population
rising al an u nprecedented rate, the prob-
lem of where 19 setle these new citizens
brought quick faction from the transit
t'll:l]hl]l.llr. ‘

MNew lines were laid into areas with no
previous seitlenent, Luvariably, though
there might ba few houses in the orea
when the company announced plans for
Vaying track, by the time this truck was
actually laid tand the dilference in time
was usually g mater of but a few
months), real estate promoters had plai-
ted and sold alihost all the land along the
path of the link. Thus, for example, the
ceses of the Ejghth Avenue South snd
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Bloomington Avenue lines, which sc-

counted in great measure for the sudden

of population  between

wie amd Lake Street from

THES 1o TN A more conservalive man-

ot might have waited for senle-

t before extending the line, but

y was sure of the golden desting of

the Twin Cities, and he was not 1o be
proven wrong!

Beenuse of the early recognition that
the rapid traosit company was destined
tw become an imporiant factor in real
estate walues, copstant demands  were
made alier 1875 for extensions ol exist:
ing lines amnd the building of new lines.
The street way service gave property
in out-lying districts 2 grealy enhanced
value, and permitted persons of moderate
income 1o own their own homwes and still
be abile to reack their work with a com-
paratively shon sirectecar ride for five
cenls, “illi}' coutes were built into SplErse-
ly sentled tecritory and new barns were
erected ot several locations, By the end
of the horsecar era, the syslem had ex-
panded so that Minneapolis listed 218
horsecars aml 1,018 horses, operating
over 60T miles of track, while Saing Puul
had 159 cars, 2000 horses, and 53,23 miles
ol trock.

The Motor Line

That horsecars were wotl considered
the ideal furm of public transpontation
|-_|r the citirens of the i Cities lias al-
ready leen inddicat his fact, conpled
with the near wonopoly which Lowey
and s nssociates hebd on b w o twal
fic in the nre plweed seve Siitess-
men i with a dilferemt wade
of transportation. No less spectaculer a
wvehicle than the steam locomolive was
chosen to travel on the strects of Minne-
apolis

The “Mator Line” played an important
part in the early development of the area
bounded by Fourth Avenee South on the
erst, 200h Street on the north, and Luke
Calbioun on the west. Except for a few
farm houses and a cottage here and

there, that wide territory which was
solidly Luilt up by the turn of the century
was in the 1870 a vast plain.

lHowever, there were Lukes Calboun
and Harriet which could be made into
pleasure yesarts and thus prove a source
of revenue, mud there was Lakewood
cemelery, fo which pl‘-l||t|.1 I||'lp:||1 like 10
make a short and temparary visit. A rail-
road was needed 1o l:|l’\'1“up these e
tialities, and an July 1, 16TE the Minne-
uJ,ij:_ |.] nedale, and Luke Coethoun Nail-
road was incorporsted by several Min-
III'lI:HJ:i: ll.llli! “.‘Jlllilllill'l_ tll“l.l. iIII'EE-
men, among whom was Colouel William
hll'{‘ JI!’, w]lilM‘ 'll'lll Wivs Ilﬂl!lrl] .-L1 n-
dale”,

The “Motor Line” derived its name
from the Tact that the steam locomotives
which were used for iurll' the teains
wore }I-lJ]l‘_i'lt Irl ‘3"[|IJ|.||II1i!|':_ Bhil'||lh E_'l"‘
ing them a boxed-in appearance, so as
to be less objectivnable when running
through the strecis and less likely 1o
frighten horses. The track left the imer-
section of Nicollet Avenue amd First
Street, directly opposite what was then
the Gale Market House. Leaving Nicol-
e, the track ron aleng First Strect to
First Avenue South  (lates Marguene
Avenuel, lo Thirteenth Street, 1o Nicol-
let Avenue, and out Nicollet w 3st
Street, whence to Hennepin Avenue, and
then along a curving right of way to the
east shore of Lake Calhoun at 3dth
Street, a distance of four and a half
miles.

lill'lq,’ was l_{[l':l: 'l'jlli."i! ',: one sumnnwr
duy o THTY when the first motor

«l its way ol First and Nicolle
s, llrllf { (1] l-llLL} 17!1“[!11“[.‘ 'I-EJlillb
lelt "lilf;;r Square every 15 minutes,
passing cach other at o siding !
gd 21th Sireet. Folks were suy
have Ko home for the lli',;lll whien lh_z!
last train left town at 10:15 P. M. The
trains made flag stops at all street inter-
sections, although during wet weather,
pussengers were lucky to make connce-
tions with a eross-walk on the unpaved
streets, Since there were no turntables,

the motors ran forward to Minneapolis

and backward 1o Lake Calhoun.

In March of 1879, the Motor Line was
given the right to build a canal connect-
ing Lake Calhoun and to operate boats
on these lakes. The company never
availed itsell of the privilege, however,
us it was found that Lake Harriet was
several feet higher than its sister faka.

The route was extended in 1850 1o
Lake Narriet over what is now the wolley
car right-ol-way. lu its first five years of
operation, the line carried over one mil-
livn people without an accident. To tap
the lucrative Loake Minnctonka resort
teallic, an extension was built from Lake
Harriet 1o Excelsior in 1882, In Febou-
ary of that year, the name of the road
was changed 10 the Minneapolis, Lyn-
dale, and Minnetonka Railway, under
which name it operated witil it was taken
over in 1887 by the Minneapolis Street
Ruilway {:urrl.p.]ll:L

A mew route was built out Nicollet
Avenue to 37th Street, east 1o Hiawathe
Avenue, thea parallel 1o the Chicago,
Milwaukee, and Saint Paul Wailrosd
tracks as far as Minnehaha Faolls in 1045,
In this year, a branch was alse extended
vul Nicollet 1o the Washburn estate at
Sth Street. Apparemly, these extensions
were so costly as to throw the line into
severe financial stroits. Though summer
tewins were filled 1o capacity, winter tral-
lii: wrs we ¥ :mn“. and the rouwte fell inte
the hands of Charles A. Pillsbury in
IS, Though the Execlsior line was
abundoned in 1R8O, trustecs were forced
to sell the Motor Line 1o the strectear
e ¥ om .n'L||ri| 1, 1887.

| ill:lth the streelcar company u[nf.f-'
atedd steam trains until 1890, the generel
di=;||np!'u|'u|. ol the noise und svol due to
the stean locomaotives led to the doom of
the Motor Line,

Cable Operations

The physical layout of the city of Saint

Paul might well remind one of Rome,

for the capital city, too, has seven hills.
A bluff parallels the course of the Mi
sissippi liver about ane-half mile inland,
and this ereated an immediate problem
in the extension of populated  areas.
About 1885, plans were [onmulated 10
operate cable card on two roules to arcas
where hills made eperation of harse cars
impassible or bnpracticabile. The first
cable line was byilt In 1087 on Fourth
and Third Streety and up Selby Avenue,
frum Hum:'way 1 Saint Allans Street.
The line was extended in 1890 from
Saint Albans an Selby 10 Fairview Ave-
nue. !

The sccond cable route operated over
East Seventh Strect from Broadway 1o
Duluth Sirect, and was placed in service
on June 14, 1849, Power plamts were
maintained on both lines, one at Selby
and Saint Albans and the other at
Sewventh and |]14h!ll!.

The cable routrs were overextended,
and the grip type car then in existence
was quile limited in speed. Thus, the
cable cars, just as the Motor Line and the
haorsecurs, fell wvictim 1o the  eleciric
strectear. However, o sepment of cabile
line, extending from Seven Uorners to
Nina Street, was kept in operalion on
Selby Avenue 19 “push™ Selby and
Merviam Park’ electric cars up the
steep grade on Selby hill until the Selliy
wonel was completed in 1906, Twe of
the little cable cars were kept in conting-
ous service althowgh they hauled no
passengers. “Operation 1H0Y was  ac-
complished by couphing ane ol the cars
to the rear of the electrie car, The lru]h-]r
operator then synchronized his speed

Cwith that of the calle car and the two

trmims muade their way up the hall,

This arrangement was responsible for
long delays in service, especially during
rush hours when len or more trolleys
were often lined:up at the base of the
hill, awaiting 1‘it:ir turn to be “pushed
over the hump™




II1. Electricity and Prosperit
b 1 y

It is often said that no man in the his-
tory of the warld did so much 1o change
the way of lile of its population within
his lifetime as Thomas Alva Fdison. This
genius of cleetricity ereated so many new
and stariling inventions in the last quar-
ter ol the nincteemh century that it is
well nigh impessible 1o caleulate the total
effect of their use on changing the habits
of the people. That this was tremendous,
ne one can deny.

Edison is eredited with the invention
of the electric light, movies, and o host
of other devices. I is wot, however, men-
erally known that in 1883, in collabora-
tion will one Stephen D. Field, Edison
exhibited the first practicable eleciric
locomotive in the world. Ouly une year
later, the first overhead electric strectcar
line in the world was installed in Kansas
City, Missouri. The success of this line
Ied to the complete electrification of all
~l-r[N e transit lines in Richmond, Vie-
pinia, in 1BAB, and the subsequent elec-
irification of almost sll American horse-
car lines belore 1900, scarcely filteen
years after  introduction  of this new
||ll'1.!!'|rl 1‘-' 1["'!'“:01;“‘“.

Tom Lowry was quick to sense the
opporiunitics for improvement in public
transporiation offered hy electricity, and
by Christmas Fyve of 1889, a trolley line
was i conlinuous operation in the city
of Minneapulis,

Metropolitanization

The Jare 1880° found the skyline of
the Twin Cities undergoing rapid clhiange.
The first skyscrapers were rising in the
downtown area, cily lenders were think-
ing in terms of massive park anl boule-
vard systems, and railroading and mill-
ing were establishing themselves as the
dominant forms of industry in the arca.

From the first, it was evident that
Saint Paul was the more favorably
placed of the two cities for a roilroad
center; however, the perserverance of
many  Minnespolis industrialists, com-
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bined with the rapid growth and super-
cedence of the younger city necessitated
the establishing of two separate centers,
Ouly one effort was made iy Minneano-
lis lenders 1o divert the main commercial
traffic from Saint Paul, This was the
ereation of the M
Louis Wuilway, which provided a threat
for a lew years o Jumes ). 1ill's Western
empire and then seitled for status as a
supplier 1o and from the states of the
“Corn Belt™ only, Hill, who developed
repulalion as an "|'.m|-in- Builder” from
his azzressive expansion tactics, did ss
:nui‘r‘l. as any man lo establish the inde-
pendence of the Norhwest from the
financial contral of the East. llis First
National Bank of Samt Paul, stacked full
by the profits of lumbering, provided the
capital resources necessary to expand his
enipire Lo the Pacific Coast.

By 1905, it was evident that the Twin
Cities had avtained financial independ-
ence. One need only compare the hank
clearance I':glucs of 1910 10 those of 30

r to realize the growth that
had taken place in the area. t aul
Lanks, which had cleared 56 million dol-
fars in 100 showed & corresponding
fipure of 560 willion in 1910, The dJdif-
ferenee was even more apparent in Min.
neapolis, where the figores were 10 mil-
liun and 1 Lillion respectively!

Diversification in industry  was  ne-
complished in these years. The pgreat
=SS lli lhl}l”ldlh.ll 1\"‘] {llli\'l'll {ll'i:l
Centeal  amd  Eastern Ewtope  letween
18EO and the outhreak of Wadld War !
wWere jar inlenl jut:\ in the sla i
shoemal ng, farm Im]r]ll wnl
turing, and textile manul
teies, all of which were finmly r.‘al.l!lll'-lll‘d
in the Twin Cities by the tura of the cen-
tury. The announcement in 1880 of plans
for establishment of a greal stockyard
south of Saint Paul lrrou;;}li sbout the
pletting of the first real suburb of the
Twin Cities, South Saint Paul. Others
soon followed, and by 1910, Saint Louis

Park, Columbia Heights, West Minue-
apolis, and North Saimt Paul elso pos
sessed sizeable populstions. Most of these
carly suburbs were dependent on small
local indusiries for the majority of their
uit:h‘ur;.

Lumbering was perhaps Minnesota’s
foremast industry  between 1860 and
1900, Thus, the population of Stillwater,
sitwated in the heant of lopging country,
hit its peak st the turn of the century, the
city at that lune possessing over 12,000
citizens. After 1900, lumbering rapidly
declined as the stale’s resources were
exhausted, amd as the ||||.'1ID!K.|H{4|| area
gr:lliuali)' moved out, Stillwater became
more and more a suburh of the Twin
Cities.

Growth, ii terms of pumbers of pec-
ple, was rapid wmil 1917. Saint Paul
grew from a population of 133,156 in
1890 10 163,065 in 1900 and to 214,714
by 1910. Minneapolis skyrocketed from
161,738 in 1890 10 202,718 in 1900 and
1o 301 A08 by 1910, The 1910 census »i-
ready listed some 93,965 more people in
the suburban areas.

That the fabulous growth of the Twin
cdd by the rest ol the
nilion was evident in the many new in-
dustiies introduced between 1890 and
1910 High poimt for Minneapolis in
trams of national importance was
vearhied in 1892, when the city, passessed

Cities was e

wl the 'qutllklng mew hope West Hote
W u'u.'lull'il IIII' Jlr]ml: = Niulinnu'
Convention and became the focal point
ol national politics during that sununer.
The Twin Cities were visited during
these years by many notable dignitarics,
incliding among them several Presidents
of the United States. President William
McKinley, visiting the arca on Octolier
12, 1899, spent the day as the personal
guest of Tom Lowry on Lowry's luxur-
ivusly furnished private streetcar, from
whose wide open windows the President
viewed the entire Twin Cily area on a
private tour.

The census of 1890 brought the rivalry

between the citigs 1o a climax. Minne-
apolis census empuerators were working
late on the eventug of June 1T when &
United States Dpputy Marshal arrived,
arrested seven on charges of fraud, and
confiscated the 1:'1 us tabulations. Indig-
nant Minneapolid citizens rushed a 1rain
to Saint Paul with bail funds and suc

Next day the Minncavolis papers de-
clared in bold fage that "It Means War,™
wnd leading ¢ I!llJl:. voiced angry threats.
Mayor W. H. Hustis was sent with a
party of citizens to reclaim the reconds,
and was repulsdd by policemen with
‘!':IW" [l.'l'uf\'i.‘fﬁ .\l'hu were ﬁi'l.]d [0V }Iﬂ\'e
kicked the good mayor “at least sixteen
feet.”

ceeded in Et'llinl}lln: prisoners released.

This was tue 1.nul:l|. and Minneapolis
began to demand the removal of the
taplmf Trom Snl?li_l Paul. Saint Paul then
hecame indignant, and publicly regretted
its forced conneglion with a city “that
stands degraded| and ashamed in the
eyes of the nation.” Tnves
the whale :'l'ﬂ.-ll'-! L] E:i,-,-hn’ni 1.'u:.l:[|.- il

wrs found

a new one was taken. An honest count
sl bt weither city had clean
n Milml'iﬁmlis the dead had been
corolled in the 1“[:'"'5! of eivic pride,
while Saint Paul’y standing had been de-
fended |'_| |mmirc1|: :-" Il1|'|.'L|1'rIilrtI: \a!lu
idently lived in depats, barber shops,
and dime museams, Minneapolis, though
proven the more adept at padding hg-
wres, was also [ound o have won by &
sale pargin, W0 LTH 10 DELISG. This
Tead has simee en wmintuined and in-
creased. i

i

It was during these years that a strong
dl.':lll-'lrkli aru=e for ill.‘liuL.‘lilling the mat-
ural beauty with which the arca hiad leen
endowed. Several ambitidus |J1:Ius were
presented for leautifyi bath cities.
There is no doubt that the constamt pub-
lic demand for ;beawtifying the area
played a major role in the creation of
the fine parks and boulevards which the
cities now possess;

The outbreak of World War I and the




apening of the Panama Canal sounded
ihe desth kuell for the rapid expansion
ol the wao wilies w iy had b

50 years carlier. With the oy

canal, a load of timber from Washington
could be mare cheaply transported by
boat te an East Coast harbor and thenee
by railroad 1o Ohio, than il the lowber
were taken by teain through the Twin
Cities gateway. Thus, the Twin Citics
fost much of their “Empire”, which was
pow  peduced o the five surrounding
states and Minnesota.

Warld War | brought stro imnadues-
trialization to Eastern cenlers, bt for
the most part excluded the Twin Cities,
which were oo {ar inland. There was
however, & continning demand for | Y
and other ngr'trnhm:ll products, anad this
accounts for the most part o Minne-
l-.|m|i3' ﬂln!umﬂ! ]m|11||.'|iiu|| rise Lo s
IR0.5E2 in the 1920 census. Saint Panl
fecling more severely the less in trade,
showed only a 20,000 increase in the
second decade of the twenticth century.

The 1920's brought to the Twin Cities
rencwed prosperity, though the rate of
r:lil:uu-inn w more in Jine with the
country as @ whale and certainly disl mot
border on the spectacular, as it lindd iy
the past. This was the era of high living
and much good times, and no one bene-
fited more from the high living aud in-

d mobility of the papulation than
the streelear company.

By the cod ol the decade, however,
black elowds had n|r||r‘.-'|rrd on the hori-
zon, The anazing imerease in the aumber
of private amtomobiles combined with
the general zpriculiural depression and
ens stock market fall bore ill tidings
for hoth Twin City Lines and the people

of the metropolitan aree.
Electrification

Horsecar service in the Twin Cities
reached its culmination early in 1890
when the “Iaterurban’ line was com-
pleted between the loeps of both cities.
This line ran for the most pari down

University Avenue, traversing thal vasi
extent of open space which is now the
famous and highly comercialized Mid-
way. The newspapers of the day nuted
this momentous connection of the twe
citics with many columus of praise for
the rapid transit company. One colunm-
ist exclaimed that the cars were packed
so full on that first day of ~peration that
i l|rp|.‘.;lli.'4t that the Lwo conununilies had
exchanged Meir populations.

B, Dablbian was daomed o the pas
e months before this last horsecar line
was opened. Civie leaders of both cities,
especially sensitive 1o the many com-
plaints  abouwt the slow and  slugpish
harsecars and the dirty wnd noisy steam
trnins, were preatly impre ed by the

s of eleciric surface transit in Kan-

and Richuond, @l by June ol

the Avchlishop of Szint Paul, Yohn

J4 had aleady made a formal re-
quest for electrification of the Grand
Avenue line, By September of the same
year, the City Couneil of Minncapaolis
wrdered the experimental electrification

of the Fourth Avenue South line. In- ]

stallation of electrienl epopoent was
Legun immediately, and e first eleetric
str roaperated in the Twin Uilics
went inlo service on December 21, 1849,
The Christmas morn papers of that
year carsied the following anticle, one of
thase oecasional picees of journalistic
elogquence which are howmd to be re-
membered by penerations aller ward:

At exactly four o'els yesteriday
aftermoon, eisht new el ciric cars on
the Fourth Avenue line began 1o
e El o L‘d,’{'l"llL f‘\i'rll“' Slllﬂh onn
Third Street {or the first time for
ihe transportation of the pubilic. The
drivers, amd conductors, with birass
buttons, Olled ocut their chests,
tooked ahead, and fell even more
diwnified than the passengers
shoard, who looked out upon their
{riends standing upan the pavement.
Ding, ding. ding, round the corner
and straight out Fourth Avenue, the

Archbishop Ireland and Saint Paul's first electr

February 22, 1890.
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An old engraving of Saint Paul's Grand Avenug

Thomas College in tha 1890's.

line near Saint




cars swepl majestically, while -
dreds of onlookess pronounced them
“just the thing™ as they ran along as
smooth as is possible to be con-
ceived. As the last one turned the
corner snd entered upon ils long
yun, 2 Son of the Emerald lsle
thrust his hands in his pockets and
exclaimed, “Well, yees can hang the
loikes of me! I've heard of people
talking throwgh the tellmephone,
god writin' letters on the tellme
graph, but ridin® on electricity is oo
much, They'll find McGinty yet!™
“During the remainder of the
sfternoon and eve ng amd up lo
late hour last night, the cars rom
withoul interruption. Each car car-
ried [ully as many people during the
time they ran as a Fourth Avenue
horsecar did during an entire day.
Everybody pronounced it a grand
improvement, r‘s;n‘nin“y i the mat-
<ter of time. The electrie cars made
the round l(ip in A8 minutes, while
the horsecars made it in GF minutes.
The run to Sixteenth Street is made

tween the double track, *nd the trolley
wire was supported from cross arms on
the center poles. The last Saint Paul
horsecar pulled into e barns on Felitos
ary PH_TBOT and by August of 1092, 23
ines were up{‘l’nLll:b on clctlrJL:lLy n
Minneapolis alone, over 115 miles of
track.

Electrification was not only swift but
costly. The electric strecicars were far
heavier than their horse-diawn predeces-
sors, and so & hrmer base pavement was
required. At this time, also, the City
Councils of both cities required the use
of standurd gouge track on all routes.
Since the horsecars ran on narrow gauge
tracks, it was now necessary to purchase
new and stronger steel rail and olso 1o
revamp all trucks on the cars so that they
cl’JEIld 1’E l.!sf{.l on 1'“,' new tfﬂl:k. Al“losl
none of the cable and lLorsecar equip-
men! conld be wsed on the new system,
wnd had 10 lie sold at great loss to the
Cumpany, A SCTaE,

Hurseharns became obsolete with the
coming of the trolley car, and after 1890,
the ten barns which the company had

1 1, g mil . - - - ¥ = 7 0

In tourteen ninutes, "l"‘!" the hosse- mainlained throughout Minneapulis and | 3 . -

cars ran it in sixteen, The intention the six in Saint Paul were replaced by : . : v B - i

H e o . " - i o - e |

15 Lo gt on the rematning two cars three ]‘"F' clecteic car stalions in the = e :\__’-—
today, snd From this on out to run “Mill Cizy™ and three smaller ones in R T S ""’—‘F""""".;"«—,f

on scheduled 1ime! Saint Paul, i . I ] '.1

Success was easily measured by the
yolume of trallic that the cars carried in
the days immediately after the line was
opened, when the company found it
necessary lo altach trailers made from
converted horsecars in order to carry the
lowds.

The first line 1o be operated by elec
tricity in Saint Paul was the Grand Ave-
nue roule, u]Jfrrrd on l‘flurumr)' 22, 1890,
less than two months after the electric
trolleys mude their debut in Minneapolis.

‘The sparks really few once electrifica-
tion was under way. Horsecar lines were
shoved to the side of the strect or to
nearby sireets os roadheds were prepared
for the heavier rails. Trolley poles were
placed in the center of the strects, be-

19

In fourteen years of horsecar opera-”
tions, the company had never paid s
stockholders a cent in dividends, for Tom
Lowry had invested every penny of pro-
fits into expansion and hetter service.
Mow, electrification, which Lowry had
expected 1o cost about §2.5 million, ran
up a bill over 86 million, and exira copi-
tal had to be raised 1o mezt the costs, It
is typical of Lowry, that in electrifying
his system, he had also taken this oppor-
wmity to expand trock mileage nlmost
100, into new areas where no previous

scitlement had existed. It was a shrewd

move for the {uture, but created a finen- <
cial crisis in the compeny in 1891,

To further compound the company's
financial troubles, wages in the esrly

Interior and exterior views of early open Twin ;Ciiy electric
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, nineties ook a swilt rise, and the com-
pany’s average wage rose froun 835 per
munth 1o the then unheard of sum of $54
2 month. Lowry's fiest eflurts at borrow-
l'n;_.{ the needed money were un cessiul,
but after he incorporated the system as

e fimancial unit, the Twin Ciy R niql
sit. Company (ol New Jewsey),
1!1'” Fastern  linanciers were  more
muwenalle 1o las ny repaorls of in-
vestment  possibilities in the  growing
wetrapolitan area of sone A LMD paagour-
ot The necessary capital was swilily
obtamed. To 1911, the company was re-
orpanized s the Twin City Rapid Tran-

it tulnjliﬂlj‘ {of Minnesola).

Flectrification had proceeded quickly,
the complete system being mudernized
will filteen wouths, hat the work was
not haphazard. During 1892, mayors and
transportation officials [rom many of the
Jleading cities in the nation visited the
Twin Cities to view the s alion ol the
new system. The mayors of buth IBrook-
lyn and Bostan pronuunced this system
“the Hoest sy where in the world”, and
the streetear company maintained that
title with pride and slight challenge fur
same forty years aflerwarnds.
x Wieyele
Rewter service resulied from electrifica-
tion. & car conld now cover four miles
in halfl an . compared to fwo-and-a-
hall miles in the same time hlleen ye
eatlicr. For the nickel fare, th
could now obtain an wninterrupted ride
of over six miles. In 1892, the hirst tranes-
fer system was adopted, swl simultan-
ruu:j}', the company mlr-]lll'd the Favonliar
yellow and green exteriors fur all ol ils
cars. Previously, each car line hed s
own exterior color, It now cars conld
be more effciently interchanged on
roules.

By 1893, traffic was being maintained
at such a high volume that the directors
of the company made |ll{-|:.u.!L'uIn-.| o
pay its first dividend, when crisis struck
azain. This time it was in the form of the
bicycle, which overnight became a na-

tional eraze. Within months, l'\'c::rjimlty
wha was anybuody lind o velocipede, and
in the years hetween 1893 and 1497, the
downtonn strevts of both cities were
clogged
rode bikes, and it becaine fashionable to

with the two-wheelers. Ever youe

go o the theatre on them or o lake a
Sunday ride through town on one. The
astonishing vogue which the bicycle en-
joyed during these years faded rapidly
in thie last quarter of the decad Hhough
the Federal census of 1900 still listed a
combined outpu of 1112800 machines
by 312 estaldishments. While the craze
existed, the streetcar revenue showed a
marked decrcase, and dividemds had to
be postponed for several more years; in
fact, in 1893 seversl of the company
directors were furced cersonally 1o bor-
row [unds fram friends and associales Lo
Leep the system going.

Home-made Cors: The Story
of Snelling Shaps

The artginal elecirie sireelcars
from 1809 1o 1092 were produced by the
Thomson-Tlouston  Company, the Pull-
i Cosnpany, and wther Eastern ol

trical anthits. These proved both wo-li wht

wall far the rigoraus conditions
er o teallie an the emly ehee-
rric lines, sl were peolaced on several
busy routes by somewhat heavier amed
slupdier cars bl 5-'.' a Rablansdale
ventare, the Northers Car Company.
Fven the Narthern ears proved unalile to
withstand the (riads of n Minnesota win-
ter, and the decade of the 1890°% foun]
sll TCRT ears ing frequent calls et
the company hlacksmith shop.

Early in 1895, the fLost home-built cars
were  onlshopped by TCRT shops ot
Nicollet Station. These first iwo, far-
bearers of some 1200 more to lullow.
were 13 feet long, B feet wide, and

ed same 16,000 pounds, far more
than any previous cars ever built. They
were powered with four 50-horsepower
motors, and employed air brakes. They
were rear-entranced, double-gated cars
with a emall front door for the molor-

TCRT's largest open car, built by Northern Car Compary in
1892.

One of the earliest TCRT closed standard ce.;rs on Minneapolis'
Bryn Mawr line around 1900,
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TCRT's second standard model at the Duluth A senue stalion

around 1915,

man. These first two cars were accepled 7] gether on doubile track roules 1o permit

by the public so well that the comp

buily some 275 more ol the smime monalel,
ancl wsed them Tor many years, A second
stamdand wadel was produced by Saell-
ing Shons Trom TR it was ese
cars which traversed Minncapuolis and
Gaint Pawd watil 1951, Their capacity

was M passengers.

When it became apparent that the
imation of the ray w f the
Twin Cities plus the increasi femannd
for the wew and very o T
minle streclears wa o the ca
1y of Twin City nes' Tacilinies, thn
ORI RN Y towk an u|n|.im| on 60 acves of
e Ane
thany Avenues on Snclling Avenue
Suint Paul, and in 1906 erected on this

location one of the hnest and most com-

tandd between University and S

plete ctations and shops in the histary of
interurban Lransportation. =

Cars turned out by Swelling shaps
were famed for rugpedness and extra-
width—nine feet instead of the conven-
tional eight. Their width accounted for
the fact that none were sold in the East,
where reils were embedded 1o clase to-

passing of the nine- fuo-wide trams.
lmprovements were added 1o the trol-
leys from year to yeas. For years, pas-
seamers entered and left TCRT  cars
\ o wpen vestibude enclosed by
wire gates at the . ar of the tolley, Nar-
row  lront euils  were wlded 10 >L|u'd
Jouding and unloading of viders later,
but the ears had already gained their
repntation as mzde Joaders™ from the
wire mrsh gotes at the rear of the tams.
Suill Yater, most of the trolleys were re-
built to such an extent that they livtke re-
‘J]l'll 'lll'l[ {"l‘lll'l “I'Fll'-'l.l AT e
cas ‘}Illll.‘l- “ll.]' FI:J"\ II:”I"].\ 1|l li"‘-l
the rear wire gates ond a similar s
ment altered the front of the cars, so

Wit one s operalion was ellected.

|l1;.;i':|||ily in the tlill]‘-!lt!f!:llil-ll field
was a constant trademark of Twin City
Lines—one of the prime factors in estaly
liching and maintaining the com
the finest in the electric traction field for
over forty years. Master Mechanic al
Snelling Shaps for the first 30 years aof
the present century was a transporialion
genius by the name of Walter J. Smith.

In the early twenties, Smith brought oul

a comprehensive set of plans for a new
lishtweiaht “noiseless” streclcar—a de-
gign which was a decade ahead of the
rest of the transportation industry.
Because the majority of the TCRT
management was wary about over-invest-
ment in this radical type of car, several
«of ils most avid hackers incorporated as
the Lichtweight Nuiseless Electric Stveet-
car Con y, and cars produced  at
Snelling Shops were sold to many Mid-
es. When fin-
ancial diliculties in the late twentics
issolution of the company, Twin
purchased the lasit

e and Saouthern
[orced

cars made a1 Snelling Shops. These ears,
nsed only on local lines, weihed Tan
28,000 poundds, ns comparcd 1o the
47,000 powsd standard  and 65,000
paund suburban cars, an important fac-
ing opernting costs. Thev

aiseless” because the hard

tr in o

were lermeda
publier inserts in their wheels consider-
ably yeduced the amount of woise pro-
duced by the moving train. Their desiun
led directly to the development of the
modern “President’s Conference Car”,

S Hanrr 2
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many model of which are today oper-
atine in major cities (111 PCC's served
Minneapolis] amd  Saint Paul belween
1906 and I‘J;Sl].

It is no fonder that TCRTs rolling
etock was rdcognized as the finest in the
world by the transit industry. The com.
pany's i e department pulled
the cars ofl !Ir
a complete dehalilitaion. The rebuilding

every three years lor

was tharough for most of *he strestcars
were in fine{shape until recent tines, and
‘I.“'ill Ei"l:lf‘"l never ['r-'kl.-‘.l ‘! .]ll:}' were
riding on {volleys that were 40 to 50
yrars olid!

Cities [of which Soelling Shaops prd-
duced carsi included  Chieago, Seanle,
Tacoma, Fyansville, Chattanoga, Nash-
ville, and Urand Itapids. The entire -,
Tuth-Sunerior system was outfitted by
Suelling Ships
in 1939, apd Winnipep, whose system
was completely demaolished by fice ghort
Iy after Woprld War 1, reccived imine
diate delivdry on G0 cars, most of that
number bejng pulled dirvetly afl Twin
{:ilj tracks

conversion to buses

1
L
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The revolutionary lightweight noiseless car—a TCRT innovation

in the 1920%.
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Laying track on Penn Avenue Morth—1914.

!]l-rriullllh'tll winl
Comtinned Expunsion

As passenzer rallic increased in the
late VRS, the pulilie expressed by their
patronage prefecence Tor the larger cars
which werne ll<'i|||1 ||1..Il'1 Wl o iy Isi 1l
lines, nnd so the small cors previously
perd with trailers were abandoned. To
wecomundale Ihl‘ ]ll-l\'ll'!’ 1|n|1-‘1h. ii s
fonmd pecessary o rebuild ilJ.n'1il-I|.!'r
all of the exi g Tines o the nily. l]u!}'
five per cent of all track in uen in 1096
was still in use in 1000

It was during this era that the Twin
Cities made vigorous ellurts towand v
ing  streels, forcing the l-1F.i|l-r1 i of
much streetear trackage. Total  paved

street mileage in Minncapolis in 1890
was byt 40,1 ||Li'||‘>_ n':rih' lrn years LI.’I'I’.
the total siood at 1003 miles, and ’1)
1910, the sum exceeded 157 miles. Saint
Pansl was a bil slower jn payving il:‘!-ﬁzl_lr'?
and the biz changeover in the capilal”
Becurred from 1900 1o 198, Early
peving methods required that the Port-
tand concrete set for fourteen days afier
it was laid, and this resulted in tremend-

ous disruption of all forms of trallic dur-

ing these yrars,

Ny 1K, seitlement in Saint Paul was
rupidly moving westward towards Min-
neapolis. The Midway narea, still wun-
developed in 1905, therealter widerwent
vapid transformation inlo highly indos-
trialized sl commereialiced  center,
mch of this expansion due o the estal
lishaent of the Mingesota Transfer Rail-
way yards in tho miast of the area aod
i Ilzr presenee af |1||- Illlt‘nu‘liﬁll. |-]IIL'.
placing the Midway in elose proximily
to the cepters of hoth eitics. Yoperensed
track mileage in the area west ol Dale
Sireet aned north of Gram] Avenne is the
st macked llmlupr between the Ry slem
maps of THEL e 190,

By the end of 140¢ the establishing of
the packing plants amld stockyards ull
South Saint Paul had attracted the ex-
pansion of irolley tra kage through that
subuth to Inver Grove. There was slso
gdded settlement in this period in the
Dayton’s Blull aren and other parts of
the near East Side in Saim Pavl. In all
of these areas, streeicar tracksge had
preceded any considerable setilement.

In Minneapolis, the early presence of

g \
Last streetcar to use the Selby tunnel—1953.

public transportation in the southwest-
ern part of the city had |l|wr1] the way
for the mass movemwent of populaticn
into that arcs, until by 1912, all the land
around Lake of the Isles, Lake Callioun
wined Lake Marriet was an integral part
wf the wrban ; Settbement nlso spread
alung the Son Line trucks W the weslern
city limirs, aped along the Gremt Northern
pight of way in the same area. Here, ade-
e selcap fransportation had heen
||n':-|'||l BANCE []IL‘ hurN:I':Lf “ra.

On July 1, 1898, the Como-Harriet
line, the second imterurbon line, was
apened. This line with its high speed
clectrie cars was a far ery from the first
Saint  Pank-Minncapolis  line,
cight years earlizr with horsecars, It gave

.:]ll'l!'."ill

the |m|-li|' a vontinnons ride of sev

miles Tor ten cents. The L

through the union of the Saint Paul line
to Como Park with the Como Avenue
Southeast line in .\1i||1|r4|m1'|§. Track
was loid on Langlord Avenue (later
Como Avenue) westward fram the park
only after Lowry had been presented
with a §25,000 guaranty by the residents
of Saint Anthony Park, which was only

29

sparsely settled previons 1o the introdue-
tion of streetdar service. Shortly there-
after, this line.
cervice to visitors to Minnesolu’s pigantic

e Fair. The Fair Grounds, located at
Como mnd Snelling Avenues in Saint
Paul, were provided with a Lirge mmlber
ol spor tracks, nnd Fair Week  Bound

begun some ity years al

fomedreds of thonsunds of visitors viding
the streelicar o the Geronapds.

Iy this time, the only cable Jine re-
waining in either city was on the Sclby
hill by Saint Paul's Cathedral. The elec-
pie cars on the Selby and Merrinm
Park line wepe pulled up the 1650 o
cline by calle in a slow and 1edions wan-
ner, os has Llrl'l| mmsly Deen deseribiod. To
solve the delay, Twin City Lines a
constructiog in 190G of the famed Selly
venel. Running vider Selby amd Sun
mit Avenues between College Avenue
and Nina Si ;l'l. the teaned is 1,479 feet
long, 920 |1'|" between ]unnlh.l.'s with a
7% grade. The cost ron lo nearly hall a
million dollars o1 a time when twenly
cents an houe was a good wage for 8
construction yorker. Reliable and con-
servalive gstimates place its replecement




cost today at semewhal over-two million
dollars. Yet, alter conversion Lo huses,
the tunnel began a period of dormancy
and disuse which is still im elfect. While
the city of Saint Paul worries ubout the
dlowness of traffic movement out of the
loop, city aflicials :u[nm!:l'-h' over use of
the punmel.

By 1904, the
sessed concentrated areas of population
as far west as 30th Street amdd a demand

ity of Minneapolis pos-

srose fur o crosstown line. For five years,

SO ‘l_l,ll'b'hll.l\l' Sl'l‘:il'i? wis !l‘u‘l‘i(ll'lh 1'¥
Nicollet and Fourth Avenue South
ears which would branch off their mam
roules and head west on 3lst Sweet to
Lake Calhoun. In 1905 this rack
removed ms part of the city repavin

gram, W tich  established lake 3
130th) as the main crossiown thurough-
wack was laid for the
Lake Strest Crosstown tine as lar

east as 3lst Avenue South, The next

fare, and wew

!."ur. 25 B new :il“!l uver L‘l'.' hl‘lh.\‘.‘:!ivp‘!
River was apenei conuecting Lake Sureet
and Marshall Avenue in St Paul, track
wWas faid on Murs! all amd Lake, [rom
Prior Avenve in Soint Paul o 3ist Ave-
nue South, the 1wu cities thus  Deing
united by a third imerurban line. For a
while, these Selby-Lake cors run duwn
Hennepin Avenue into the Minneapolis
Loy, bt this yonie was abandoned nte
in 1901,

10 1009, a fourth and f
ronile wars opened, coincidenal

wal interurhan
o the
completion of the Seveath Stiect hidge
to Fort Snclling. The Went Seventh
:‘Iilrt't.'l line in Saind PPanl was el
with the Mi
route in Minneapulis to prov ide through

chuhn-Fart - Snelling

service from the Rlinn
Duluth Street Stotion
line operated for 30
heading of Sneliin
Min
Line, but was abandoned as a through
1939. Murin-Fort Snelling
cars still crossed the bridge to conuect
Fort Snelling with Saint Paul, but Min-

ipedis luoge Lo the
i Paul. This

rs, first under the
Minunehala, and
later as the chahu-Tth-Ilope

roule in

*Pusiness decreased  markedly

30

nehiahia-Plymouta  cars operated o

downtown and Noith Side Minneapolis.

Reference to all further maps on
strectcar and bus routes will serve hetter
than a thousand wurds 1o illustrate the
amount and direction of tramsil expan-
sion through the years.

The Subuarhan & ystem

The Minneapoiis, Lyndale and Minue-
lonka Mailway was not the only steam
interurhan line in the state of Minnesots.
Tetween HBOU and 1092, the North Saint
Paul Railroad operated a steam line from
TCRT's Dulwly Avenne Spation in Saint
Paul 10 the village of Nurth Sein Paul.
By July 1, 1892, this company fead been
reorganized as hie= Saint Paul and White
Bear I

clectrified, including a new span of track

voud, ar.t oll of its trackage was

1o AMahtomedi, then booming 85 a sum-
paer resort ares on White Bear Luke.

The Saint Paul and White Bear Rail-
road estoblished an amusement park at
Wildwood on the south shore of White
Bear Lake in order to attract trallic to
the line, and Twin City Lines found it-
i husiness when its

Minncapolis and Saiol Paul Suburban

division purchased e White Bear line

in 1899,

sell in the amusem

The first eleciric strect railway com-
pany in the state of Minnesota was the
Stillwater Street Railway, orpunized in
June of 1089 and designed by Frank

., famons pioneer in the Geld of
electire wrban transport
water, then o bustling and rapid ly prow-

Aropulis, Sontl Stillwater
puort), and the State Prison.
with  the
aulvent of the bicycle eraze, and the small

inge N
{now 1k

company’s roules were assumed by
TRCT in 1899, The same year, work was
initisted on an extension from the White
Bear electric line to Stillwater, pnd this
was completed within three menths. On
August 23, 1899, the Twin Cities were
connecied with Stillwater by electric

wm. Ny B, .
cars of this line were servicing Sull- ¢

sireetcars which ran from  downtown
Saint Paul 10 the Union Depat in Suill-
water. Until all streetcars were semoved
on this interurhan line in 1932, two local
lines operated in Spillwater and Bavport,
the Owen cel line and the Wilkin
antl Third Street line.

The town of White Ilear was piven
stecebear service in 1904, when an exten-
sion was laid from the Wildwood inter-
change. During the lullowing two and &
hall decasles, trallic was so heavy during
the summer months 1o the cool shores of
White Loke ond the Wildwood
ansement park, that wuch of the mile-

un this line had 1o be donble tracked.

crvice 1o Minneapolis’ carly suburhs
was provided by independent  electric
Lines. 1u December of 1892, i
streetears began operation [re
pin  Avenue and 2%h  Street  {now
Lagoon Avenue) ont 29tk and West Lake
Sireet ns fur as Brownlow Avenue in
Guint Louis Park. In August of 1897,
the same line extended s trackage 1o
Hopkins, but this trackage wus aban-
doned shonly after the line was pus-

We-ar

pendent
Henne-

chased ||r TCRT in November of 1906,
since the Lake Minnetonka lines ser-
ved Hopkins' by & spur track.

In 1895, ihe North Side Street Rail-
way, having leased cars from Twin City
Rapid Transit, b service in Rolilins-
dale from a connection with the Narth
Emerson Avenue line at 20th Avenue
North (later Broadway). Cars ran to
Crystal Lake Road an d Avenue
MNaorth. The line was taken over by TCRT
in November, 1906, just one week helore
the company assumied possession of the
Saint Louis Park trackape.

T 190G, ahe [ T lis and Saimt
I:Jlll S‘JI""‘[}'&'I I{:lil‘\'-l'ﬁ. 'h-'llil-ll 1[3'."”!'!1
all TCRT electric lines outside the citv
limits of the two miniicipalities, wlnained
the villases of West
insi and Excelsior 10
lay track within their city limits, and an
extension from Lake Harriet along the
old Mator Line riehit of way was
The line was double trucked for its entire
iength. fourteen miles from the city li-
its of M‘mn}e:l:u]i. 10 Excelsior. The first
cars ran h: Excelsior on Semtembar 30,

ordinances | from
Minneanolis (1

sy rmsne bt

rur

ted

When town folk rode to Tonka on a Double Decker car, one of

three built botween 1906 and 1909,

Nn
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Early timetables from the Minnetonka lines.

1005, same nineteen venrs after the Jast
Matar Line train had Yelt Minnetnnka.
The entire Minnetonka area had Leen
a2 hechive of resort and weereationsl ne-
tivity sinee the 1070 The late had &
choreline of 1253 miles. donted with col-
tages and resorts. In arider b cash in on
this resont trade and 1o inerease teallic on
the new ling, TCRT wurchased 65 acres
of land on Big Island, a hall mile norih
of Excelsior, and eavipped il os an
amusement park. Tn 1906, the commany's
shops constructed three ferry hoats and
eiv exnress boats, which looked remark-

alily hke strectears, 1o Iransuort jras-
FONACTS fram the lenminws of (e sub-
nrhan tine 10 the pagk. These lioats also
offeced cruises around the Lake, al con-
neeted the teeming of the Deephaven snd
Tonk~ Rav Branches of the line when
these were constructed. The Decphaven
fmeh 1ot the main line ot Hlookins,
The track was leased from the Milwaw-
kee Road and was electrified in 1906
Two years later, the toaek of the Minune-
erolis and Saint Louis Railroad from
Excelsior to Tonka Bay was leased, elee-
trified, and operad 1o traflic.

Sprmi was the thine on the enlairhian
lines. amd the company constructed soee-
ial cars weizhing coma 65100 ouands
el capalile of level speeds ol 60 wiles
per haour, while swme nipght runs found
the cars attwining speeds of 70 miles an
hone or more. best the reader yawn in
apathy at these figares, may e be re-
wminded that at that time antominhiles
AT about fifteen miles per honr.
The Minnetonka line wus vnce knowna
as the “white way™ becanse of the are
lawmps on the poles every A0 feer. Thous-
minls ol prersons v oul 1o Big
Ldand on Sundays and holidays, and
often the slower standard cars were
dealterd vt the line o carey the loads

o holidays.

The fleet of bouts on Lake Minnetonka
provided a breezy and enjoyabile way for
one 1o spend an afternoon. Round trip
fare from dowmiown Minneapolis to Fx-
celsior, including a boat tour of the lake,
was only 75 cents, and evidently a major
part of the pupulation of the Twin Citics
favored these thoughts, for o terrific vol-
ume of business was handled summer-
Gimes until the mid-1920's. The steam-

..‘..;,:,;,:_. e :
Twa of TCRT's fleet of boats on LaF;a Minnetonka.

hoats, which operated omly from the
micldle of P-I.q' 1o the end of Septembeer,
were Lhe |u5.nri]m1 means ol transpuria-
Lin 1|r-l1trl'i,| various lm;nb on the lake
in those days.
orial on February 12, 1950,
the Minndapolis  Sunday Trilbane
nostalgicall y recalled the strectear fleets
There hre many ways of petting
from hage 1o school, but not many
more excliing than that provided by
the old strectesr hosts which usea lo
ply Lake Minnetanka. The transit
company ! had sowather sailing in
thase diys than now. Tts leet of six
dow »hﬂdérknl bioats, painted o wivid
yellow 1p mateh their land-going
pariners.] was the slickest mwans of

branspariation  on the lake. More
than thidly years ago, these buals
made reqular conncctions with the
&lll‘l‘lt‘]ll! al Decphaven and Excel-
sior . . J You knew the skipper of
the boat :n.'cl!. of course, and il you
were lucky, he might let you put a
Nand an the wheel to get the fecl of
steering | . . Now the kids whiz back
und I'm?. te scliool in cars and

Sl e v
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buses. But they are a sorry lot of

landlubbers compared to the school

children who once rode the street-

car fleet at Minnetonka,

During the summier months, typics]
base b y on weekdays was half-
. !lml:l)‘ to Tonka

Bay, and every two hours 1o Deephaven

hourly 10 Excel
I:II-[ S-l'?L'IllI Yeans, m was ‘!lll'!'
ated daily for the it of fishermen,
leaving downtown Minneapolis ar 4:03
AN, Tur Exeelsior, (n .‘imu.l_nlp._ the Lig
Il-lr [IFl llll' ]‘lli'L ﬁ"ll?'i{ll‘!‘i i'[lJ‘ jI[l-"I £|LI
a ten minntie headway, bt pume
extras would be added 1o hand
crowds on a pleasant day. Tourist

on all suburban lines was enconraged by
the issuing of a sixteen page timetable
and brochure of these lines and also of
the “Sightseer™ cars aperated within the
city limits.

Witk the construction of additional
-
age an all steambosts and suburhan car
lines began to lall off rapidly. In Sep-
teml af VOAL, thr
haven were discontinued and l-'|-|
ast BN, 19X

i g 2
the company was forced ta call o guits

improved roads, in the twenties,

zh cars to Deep

a shuttle seevice, amd on Ang
on oll steectear seiviee west of Ninth
Avenue in Hopkins. The strectear seivice
was replaced by buses, running much
slower se weddubes with o ;"Il .JLJ'.- e &
number of trips. Olly we the end of
World War 11, with the unprecedented
building boaom in the territory west of
'_‘llltuli'.ipuh:, ||:k] Il‘l'rf 1I|’!‘1| ilflf mercase
in service in these areas. O course, this
new service carries nol the remolest tinge
of the ist amd wl times trellic
whichi i

en the right of \-:.rq- itself
is r.:p‘dly being covered over by new

£ r'{‘ll’l”

Also on August 11, 1932, the streetcar
company made s first retrenchment on
the Saint Paul suburban lines, discon-
tinuing service between Wildwood and
Stillwater. One month later, service 10
White Bear and all Stillwater loeal street-

carlines were dropped. Serviee ta Mah-
tomedi continned until 1951, when this
la<t Saint PPand selrban trolley line gave
way lu tm*—l
The Cu Hopking live wperated
witil conversion in 1954, the final vestige
of a suburban trolley system which ouce
ebiraced 10227 miles of track and oe-
comted for o major part of TCRT's
'llu-!-|||'|!l} dtuil,;. the fub[ uarier of
this century
Local Service
Tt was in the ficld ol local seavice that
Twin City Lines was in its element. The
suburchan system mught have I oits
cFlI!.I].\ oy Lietters in many bf the ra-
|,m|il.|n;u'| bt ma lucal
transit system peywhiere faneti
sminothly aud as well for s y yeurs
as the Twin City Rapid Transit Company.
The 1'.!!7] yrars uf 1 twenticth ven-
tury fownd the esmpony p
lines furward in all directic
population growth was still rapid, it was
the strecicar lines which u|_n1|=-1|. T T
areas amd | evented the Jr::lil-hllp_ ull 1ene-
wients anel i-n,-:u' Mats with comn ratoed
mitsses of popul
Twin Cities I
hounes, with
sell-owned  dwelling l[u"[l“‘--n‘r city
gevernments fully approved of the ex-
panding trulley system as they steadily
added parks and boulevards in great
e rs within -'i!)’ I
Thinygahree years of scoviee as the
:l[i\'irlg foree of the transit sy st e
o mn ened in POOU winle the death of
Wy his loss was nuwh
I by Twin s is evidenced
statue erccted in his memory
shortly therealter, which still holds s
position of prominence on Lowry LHhll
in Minneapolis. Lowry was suceeeded ns
president by Culvin Goodrich, his son-in-
law, who continued the }mﬁq.im': sel up
by his predecessor. Hpen Goodrich's
death in 1915, Horaco Lowry, son of Ihﬁ’l
founder, assuma} cantral, pnd under him

the system reached its high mark, oper-
uling in the early 1920°s 1,021 cars over
530 miles of track.

Very early in its history the :ml:p.uw
an combining lines. O i

s had terminated in the Iun|_| districts

uf hoth cities. But, the first few years of

o demonstiated the wisdom of
|| lines, anal destination
: as “Como-larriet™,
Hazel Park”, and “Western (alie
Clenwood ) -Fourth J”lu.uul: were
famibiar sig o from
on. Verhaps because of the tre-
ons effect of a trolley 1 in stimu-
lating the growth of a given arvea, ahimarst
every line in both citics was a imoney-
maker™ in the era of prosperity. This
was truer of Minneapalis 1 of Saint
Paul, for the area within the city Yimits
of the Mill City was filled wj more thor-
HLI-FE]IIY oo mre 1Ll|il'!~1}' than that of the
l'n:JiInl |'i1]-. “.urJ)' wiere ronles 1§|||:|} ]
inn fact streets on which carlines ron were
Luilt up as business centers. Wherever
two trolley lines crossed, there was an
immediate commercinlization of all four
rrs ol that crossing. There s linle
doubt that had nat the S ”l)‘-l..‘atu'. d
Dale-Forvest lines erassed an Selby Ave-
pue and Dale Steeet in Sainl Paul, for
example, the large business disteict which
has existed there for thirty years would
not have been. Selby Avenue is nol &
main east-west highway, aml commer-
cialization would have undoubiedly
arisen ot Marshall Avenue and Dale
Strevt, the interseetion of two main siate
roads. This is em: example only, and a
Lunidred sthers can be cited.

As local service expacded, the cum-

puny's cars were involved in more amd

more callisions. The record of the strect-

Car company was very gund 00 frassd (. ]
injuries—this all the more remarkable
when one eonsiders the unfavorable wea

ther conditions under which this transit
campany operated throughow mest of
the year. Probably unmuuhrd for thrills
was a day in the 16890°s when a loaded

steeetear nearly fell into the Mississippi
Iiver. Some twenty-five passenpers were
aboard an interurban car  ravelling
geross the Washington Aveoue Dridge.

The car lelt the track—and when it

stopped, the wheels were within six in-
ches of the hin The rear form was
oul heyond the Panicky passenpers
hael raced for'the exit (the “muzzle load-
ers” had wo front exit) amd withoul a
I, soame \'uuid lave been hueled inte

ver il the conductor had pot barsed

their way. |

Transfers were instituted on local lines
1892, bt several years of experimen-
on and learning the hard way were

essary  before o fair system  was
cbl:‘\i‘tl In ].ll'ﬂ and 1095,
were “punched in the face™ wh they
entered the ¢ar. Transfers at that lime
carried seven llil‘FLlll‘b u'r [l‘l':, five ﬂf
of wamen. Men's flil'l’!

JassCngers

men amd 1w
r.uri:ﬂl Fraon 1!['|l|| shaven o heavily
bearded, while women's were disting-
wished by tha style of hat they wore. The
condoctor punched the fare thar most
clusely resembiled that of the passenger.
Crosstown’ lines were  the fwisiuin
tonehies on an outstanding tralley sy st
The hest 1o be w I, in VNG, was the
Lahe Strect line. This was fullow ot in
the suceeeding  Blteen  years by the
Soelling Avenoe, Franklin Avenuse,
Broadway gnd Dale Sireet i . Gen-
erafly, these did not carry nearly the
trallic of the main lines which operated
into the dewitown as, amd were pro-
cd with krl\nl' Froam the late twentics
on by the nfn.'umulunnml lightweight

CRrs.

Io 1893, Meary Ford built his first
gasoline driven motor car. There is little
douhil that eyen the most imaginative and
pessimistic gf the stockhulders of Twin
City Rapid Traosit Company or of any
|:ul-||-. utlmp transpartation system of
that time could imagine the havoc that
this “inferngl machine™ was 1o play on

weir investinent. Even through the years
ahWarld War 1, It was still the [ashion




to vide the sireetear, and there seemed
linle chance that those “'“tl'lll'“lf.lllll'
velicles which so olten tied s styeeicar

e Araflic on main tharengh
fares coulid be any mane Wi o lltlltl'y
for a select wumber of sporling en-

thisiasts,

M the decade following the armistice
saon dispelled any false . The o
mialiile was constantly i-:'illj: illlil!i:\'l'li:
andd s cost lowered I:uﬂ-u;"l e Denelits
ol mass prdn L The presence of ever
wrs ol ]uiv.:lr Cars on

rivail spelenm urlatled
expansion of the strectear system in the
e 192005, The Giest retrenc s
curred as carly as 1926 on the sulnalian
tines, The ;u'.li ol cors erated and
mwiles of track wsed was reached o 1921,
ared therealter a show bt steady decline
ensued the remaider of the 1920%. Wid-
ing on o public transport vehiche began
acquiring somew ol a stigwna as aule-
maobile uwners b san ﬂ.‘mniirlg s less

financially endowed colleagues.

Aud then came the buos . .

The “onmilins™ wos, oddly enough,
the invention of & Minnesola man, one
Eric Wickman, who began transporting
e From Wililiog 1o a nearby iron mine
o 1911 The idea ol employing the gaso-
line  engine for anass  lransportation
caupht on quickly and bus companies
spread like wildfive thronghout the land.

The early history of bus transporis
in the Twin Cities is hazy. Wy 1921, there
was rl'l','ll;.ll .ll!':!l‘ ’|||‘ service i!l :‘l]i".l“."
u|m[|-. 1-) an illlEr'lnI'lIlIl'nl CupgNIny . e
ing the next several years, four bus com-
panics cmerged as loensed ap s 0

. These inclucded the Miane-

ut Paul Motor Bus Company,

the American Automobile Transponation
f:m::puu}'_ the Twin (:jl} Muoter Bus
Company, and the Intercity Transporta-
tion Company. The first was known as
I.}Il: hl'fl‘t'll ‘Ilrlr“ IHI ils Ill]:t'i were ]I‘ll.'ll'
ed n dark green el u!lt’llﬂl:(! aver ap-
proximately the swme route as ihe
Como-1larriet carline. The second,

1
1
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Twin City Motor Bus Company fleet in the early 1930's.
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whose vehicles bore a coat of brown
painl, was thus termed the “brown line”,
and ran between the two loops, pusallel-
iug the Srlll)'-]..ul'.c roule for some
ways, and entering downtown  Minue-
apulis on Third Avesue South. The Twin
City Moter Dus Company was a sub-
sidiary of TCRT, a sort o experiment
in miniasture of what was

ran an intercily roule

ard a pirte

iy st I
long University Avenue and operated
several shutile bus exlensions on street
car lines while they were being leng-
thened, The  Imercity T[uus’pn i
venture ran motor huses from the Saint
1*aul hus 1|.l'1||l|. to Stillwater.

1t had been the avowed intention from
the Leginning of Twin City Lines to con-
ol all public teansportation within the
urban ares, in order to provide as
ellicient service as possible 1o the citizens
of the two cities and to prevent sivong
competition from arising. Thus, Tom
Lowry had purchased the Motor Line
and the several independent suburbsn

sireclear compi MNaow, in an ellot to
cominue this dominance, the directurs of
the company began purchase of all come
peting bus lines. The last consolidation
tuok place on January 1, 1926, and there-
after no bus lines whose primary purpose
was local service |-1|1>lul:'l| indl'pl‘lull'lll!)‘
in the Twin Cities. Curiously enough,
the desire of the directors 1o control all
urhan public trapsportation even went
so far as to have the company purchase
and amalgan all the taxi compenics
ol the Twin Cities, and their goal be-
came a reality early in 1926, Fears over
the dangers of monopoly caused the City
Councils of both municipalities 1o ve-
quire the sule of the taxis later in that
year, but for several months, you could
go no place in the Twin Cities without
using the services of TCHT, wnlcss you
owned a privale auto.

In December of 1928, the company
instituted the first auxiliary bus scrvice
on a streetcar line, extending the Snint
Cluir-Payne routq from Duluth Avenue

The Twin Cities' only trolley bus—1924.




on Maryland Avenue to White Rear Ave-
nue in Saint Paul. I is oot diflicult 10
realize tthe initial cost of placing a
buts line on a main thoroughfare s far
less than that of & streetcar line. As the
plmhll'Lim'. of pasoline increased, the
price per gallon decreased and it became
consider :H} mare 2eonvmical 1o operake
a bus e Thus, it was apparcnt that
sooner wr later many of the twolley lines
whith caried  fewer  passengers were
bownd 1o full vietim ta the grecn buses
of the TCRT systenms. The st -conver-
“sions of stiertcar 1o bus ok place in
1942 on the Lake M stomka and
Stillwater lines, During the thirties,
several more lines were converted 1o hus

‘Jlilﬂﬂllul!.

Trolley buses are operated successfully
in many cities throughout the nation to-
day, but only one experim with
electric conch was made by TCRT. Three
coaches were used on a line [rom Hith
Street to dfb Si an hoomin
Avenue in 1922 and 1923, llll.'j-' were so
designed that they caukd e aperated on
steeets ar vails; this was done 1o enable
them o move from Lake Strect Station
withaut woan additional  trolley
wire along this route (o serve os a m
tive retuen, I its ansual seport Tor 1922,
TCRT stated that it had nevbes J!'i‘t'ljll'it
trolley  buses wor rejected  them pud
woull mves theie possibilities fur-
ther. iy 111;} 23, 1923, the Bluominglon
strcetcar lime hand bieen exier o o track
to A8ih Street, und the trolley buses were
glanduncd, They were never used again
and were serapped in 1931

Independent Suburban Lines
Although it was TCRT's policy to con-
routes in melropolitan aree
de, in order to render the
mast complete service pos , lwo in-
dependent suburban lines did maintain
separste  idemities  throughout  their
histories.

The first of these lines was the Minne-
apohs, Ancke, and Cuyuna Renge Rail-

way. First incorpurated ns the Minne.
apolis and Northern Railway in August,
1912, this was the third effort 1o link
Ancka with Minneapalis by railroad. It
wis capitalized ar $500,000, sl 14.T4
miles of track were laid early in 1913,
with the terminus of the line ot 42nd
Avenne Norih and Camden Place in
Minneapolis. From its odisel, thie lime
fonened itsell in unsteady hrancial waters,
and went into receivership oo January
1, 1915, When stockholders reorganized,
Illl' 1:"!'Lh|*||[ was illi“]c o [r 1!’-!‘ ©n-
te, trulley service commencing on
o 23, 1915, alier a link had been
ad with the Second  Stevet
Northenst line st 30h Avenue North-
cast and Grand Street. Cars, leased from
Twin Cay Lines, ran lrom a depot at
Filth Street and Second Avesue South
over the Second Street Noartheast track-
age and then onl o Anoka, where the
line ended on Main Street, slongside the
Rum Hiver.

Ancka was at this tiwe a semi-indus-
rrinl community with a sizealile popula-
i aml the line was o sueeess in the
first 1en years alter electrilication. At ils
wavimun teaffic, it opersted fourteen
trips daily with four extre on Sumlays.
However, by 1925, despine the consider-
aide quantity of freight its cars were
hauling, the avtomuhile had made suel
g cul inlo revenue that the line o
wenl into receivership. Tt was reorg
iwed o 1929 under ils Nustees Ve, tho
Cuvina Kange part of the tile being
included hecanse it was hoped that event-
|.|.||!}' the line would link e t.i.!h the
Mesalbi Railway, o 35 me ol cal in-
beru nooromte  letween ]lilsl-hu;:, and

Gilbert un the northern Minnesota iron

Shart an capital and plagued with con-
tinual maintenpance problems o its righ-
of-way, where the track was too light for
the heavy cars, the MASCR staggered
through the 1930% despite the appalling
condition of its cars, roadbed, and finan-
cial records. When the Pillshury mill in

Anoka vwrned 1o the ground, the com-
pany was erippled. Without funds [or
repair, the track buckled amd curved. It
was nol unconunon for a trolley pole 1o
juinp the wire lonrteen limes in one trin,
O Auguest 23, 1939, the company, which
had transporied 1HLOD0 passenpgers an-
||5j| [T 14 h:‘}l!l'y, called it l|r.il:|_ The

s were pul inte storage and  oniy
was huuled over the roadbed.
|l|||iug World War 1, the Northern
Pump Compuny purchased the MASCH,
relurhishied the roadbed 1o Wts delense
plast in Fridley, and repainted the cars
a bright ved, white, and blue, using them
to transport workers to the plant. When
the war ended, plamt production  de-
creased, and the cars were retired again
in 191 Freight service using the com-
pany's electrie locometive is still in elfect
from Minneapolis to Fridley, but the
passenger cars fell victim to the torch on

May 14, 1952,

A sceond independent suburban fine
was the Saint Pawl Southern Electric
Railway Company, which had 2 much
shorer tewme I u]hl.‘hi[iuil than  the
Anoka line, Urganteed in 193 and oper-
ating over an cighteen mile right-of-way
Irtween Concord and Linden Strects in

mul Second  and 1 )'I:'l

s in Nastings, this line was equip-
peed with heavy, dark green interurban
cars which resembled roilroad coaches

and provided grest contrast to the bright

yelbow TCRT standards. Just as had oe-

curred in Ancka, the population served

i

]
by the line decrenspd after World War i
and the auton Lilé enl passenger trglhic
terrifically. When F::ls lines were licen-
sed 1o aperate from the Twin Cities 1o
”a;linps, the lipe :lh'.l: I}uuu];]l. I died
an rcarly death when it was sold a1
auction on Augustj23, 1928, to a local
serap iron firm. Muoch of the right-of-
way can still be seen, along with 1race-
shie remains in Hildbing, mute reminders
of bypone days when the Brean Wi
urbans whistled their way along (he
beantilul wooded L|uiTs ol the Missis-
sippi Niver, ;

The Mi olig Saint Maul, Nowhyes-
e, mucd Dubisgue Bleetrie Traction Com-
pany was a pre-World War 1 veature
which envisioned electric interurban con-

nevtion between the Twin Cities  and
Yowa, drie hi!!'-" wind ek were [aid
far 5]|:|L|I"l'l‘. hl!llll' :Ilr [Hrlllll|5 e IIi'[)ﬂ
an Pareh. in |‘Ji.'i. anel the line pained
the nawe of the Dan Patch Line. A sta-
fion was constrected at the tenmines of
the Nieollet Avenque steeciear line at
Shih Strect and later the route wos ex-
temeded west of Milliu';:pulia anl « urvang
into the dowstown warchowse area. Alter
Workd r l, no re trnck was eleetris
F;l'il. and the It'u!"_'[lllj.fillil. |=| the |||u':
it the taenties wider the name ol the
Minncapulis, Norhfichl, and Southern
Railroad beonght abow first the elimin-
ation of Passrnger pery ice nnd later the
removal of all electric wire and conver-
sion 1o sleam and diesel operation. To-
day, it serves as & [reight feeder line
into Minneapolis.




IV. Ixit the Streetear

The “Golden Twenties™ were years of
hieh living amd ranrous cxpansion of
iea's commmercial activities, Foreign

ation had been brought 1o o vie-

Twin Cities continaed o increase ie
popuadation. Gradually, the rural popula-

Fi"ll wihs -lllll'll“illji. as !i"lrt IIH]; LB S

to the city 1o make their  fustunes,
Though the number of !u'ulrll' i e e

tire stale

11455 during the decade, |

hibiited a 195 rise and Saimt Paul an
increase of 1575, Ihy VO30, the Mill Civy
™ weedd @ papailation of 164,356 while
Saimt Paw) wialed 271,606, Neardy all
wvailalde land within Minneapolis™ ety
lisnits had heen |u'|'l|]ri:'i| |IH3E:]L1‘ the fact
that the city had sounexed 54 square
miles un its sonthern nl;'_-‘ from the wil-
13;1- of Wichfickl in 192 ('xlrmlln;: s
southern boundary from Shth Steeet 1o
62l Streel.

This decade had found the fiest major
sulmirhan :,-_r--u1|4 in the area. Winh 905
of availalde residential land alveady in

o wilthian -.HIrIId'.I|NI|I‘~. thie pl.l'lllll.ﬂill'l
! ot spread b all directions, espaee-
ially to the nonh ] west ||-§' PO, over
150,100 ]u'nlalr were liviug in the melro-
politan area (defined by the L iiled
States census as Anokn, Dakota, Henne:
pin, Ramsey and Washington conplics )
autside  the  wiban limits. Submcban
growth in psed ol o pradually rising
vate i the VWS, e sobrban sopease
that of the twa cities [or
this decade. By 1900, the ||1||n|l.l.li~lu of
the metrapolitan area stoodd o1 O0T,367,

with 200% af this wisl owside prbon

nearly equa

limits.

The crash in 1929 and the general
business depression which followed had
a profound cffect on Minnesotn and the
Twin Cities. Agriculture was dealt a
erippling blow, and the decrease in outs
put of farm preducts was [elt in the
cities. No longer was Minneapalis lead-

40

ing the nation in grain milling, and many
workers in this and other industries lost
their means of :l:[lLllut. |l|d|.rs|l5r aje
o wached i'l.pmisiun l.'l.llliu:hsh’ and basi-
ness  besders tended 10 wail ont the
depression. 1lome building  decreased
markedly as did antomaobile production.
Emigeation exceeded imedigration for
the Girst time in the history ol the stale,
andd both cities showed ooly a 6% popu-
Yatiun rise during the wen year period.

! kl[' wiar il[i!lli.,'.l entw I'<! Ti}:ilr Les |I4I.'
J‘lllll'lic"li l"'ldlhjlll]. t‘!'llll =\\|"1\'L' :||i1|i1||i
young men o uniform from 1911 10
1915, women were enpluyed in much
higher numbers. Apain, as in World War
L, the location of the Twin Citics so far
inland from either coast prevented any

L W |'I|'||Il='5i|l‘[l. Ilr ir"l”,ll" m I}lr arca.
But, there were enough jobs for every-
Lody and few dwellings stood vacant
during this period. Civilian construction
was nil, gasuline lor privale use was ra-
troned, and the transit lines which had
reached a crisis by 1910 got a “second
wind" ol prosperity, though this was o
be short-lived.

After viclory was win, the national
economy began to rise ol o e
e, --p]:-lr!}' LEm ey cuenl
tory. e boom was not Tellowed |l}' the
hust, as was predicted in 1215, bt has
o e al a faster anil faster e with
o el i sight some Len years aller ils
!ll'F"l.hIJI",‘ At fiest the millions ol retmn-
g sepvicemen created bionasimngy shunt-
e the likes of which b weveer been
felt Deliore in the ]ll-tul)' ol the watien.
Lk oo availalide L, espo i.ﬂh i Alin
e Ila. i]l‘l‘\'i' tl] I-J\ll""’]\"" Li‘lllll' 1'[!"!!'
ers “oul in the r.mlll[}" where overnipht
bl
roomed. The provess was so fast that
nelespuate planning was unay ailalle, and
many square miles of land wees platted
with streets simultancously with the
drawing up of building plans for the
houses on those streets. The haphazard
nature of the spread of populetion to the

housing developments mush- -

MAP 12
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POPULATION DISTIRIBUTION - 1950

For the [ive - county mewopoliton aree | ol | k —

B e e

west, north, and south of Minneapalis
finds few parallels in the nation. The
suburbis were just not ready for the great

and Golden Valley,

Hy 1950, there were 317,722 people
living outside of the'city limits of Minne-
apolis end Saint Ppul, with by far the
greatest number copcentrated in subur-
ban Hennepin Courjly.

masses who began fleeing 1o the open
spaces of Richheld, Saint Louis Park,
Robbinsdale, Hopkins, Brooklyn Center,
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The famtastic rush to the suburbs was
not nearly as marked in Saint Paul. The
land arca of the rllpilnl tiif exceeds thst
of Minneapulis, and so, much of the
i|u|m|.alllul increase since 1945 has Lieen
within the city limits, though available
vesidential Land here oo is m'uti!-g an
uncomfonably low level. The Federal
census for 1950 gave Minneapolis® popu-
lation as 520,718, Saimt Paul's as
311,349, and that of the metropulitan
srea as 1,151,053,

Since 1950, the proximal suburhs have
fast approached the saturaiion poins.
Subushan  building has reached high
lewels in the submels of Bloomington, ex-
tending to 1ed Street and even farther
to the shores af the Minnesota Hiver, the
limats ol the ietropolitan area as dieliped
1."" I!Il’ ‘.:l'!lf-\l" lll[] cau Fl-i]li Qe }1|}IIJ:1'
was muostly Lir land befure 1950 when
s ollcinl 1>n',|lli-J|jun waes uwander JOLO0K,
despite its Kb sapunre male prea. Estimntes
wl Moomington's population in July,
1955, gave a reliable Hgure of 30,000
peaple, amd this one suburh expects
GO0 inhabitans by 19640, A conserya-
tive estimate by ihe Minnesotn State De-

ey pree o
g J_IL -_r“,'lr_"“r-"m
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partment of Health in March of 1955
placed the metropolitan area population
al 1,215,900, an increase of some 100,000
in five years. Must estimates place the
present tatal much ]|;|_=_hr:.

The Disappearing Passenger

Facts and figures tell the story, so the
saying gors, and the facts and figures re-
flect the decline which TCRT underwent
in the 19300, "40°, and "50's. The com-
pany carried 220 million passengers in
1022, a hpure iy never again attained.
The decline was slow and gradual vntil
1929, and by 1932, ouly 113 million
tokens were fll'lll:silﬁi, By 1910, this wstal
had declined 1o 104 million passengers,
and the company found itsell in deep
finuncial straits. |

The wumber of buses operaling on
—!.{‘:Ll-r rIIH'S. "1“"‘.\'“1‘ a Flﬂl]ll;ll i‘ll feasc
'Inmq;h the VOMYs, The JHih Street,
Lowry Avenue. West 3%:h Sireet,
and Humboldt Avenue lines in Min
neapaolis and the Highland-Clevelund
line in Saimt Paul were the fiet mnjor
additions. The latter route was the first
o serve the southwesiern part of the

i
1
|
i
!
!
|
i
i
|
!
|
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One of the first PCCars to serve the Twin Cities.

capitol city, which had linle permonent
setth i before World War 18 i|-g'.
1938, the first local strectear line had
been converted to bus service, this being
travelled Kenw voud line. I

i 1
the Tightly
er by the

was Lollowed shortly the
Bryn Mawr, Juckson-South Robert,
l"n-m!x!in Avenie, aml Sixth f\w-uuc
North  (Qlon M winl  Ulighway)
lines, all belore the oulbiveak of huos-
pilitivs,

During the war, passenger trafic re-
gained the healthy totals of the early
twenties. The prak of this temparery e
i n 1016 when 2 million
cars. Twin City
el furesaw s

prieve came in 1916 w
pissenpers sode TCRT
Napid Transit’s mapagems .
recurrence of the decline passengers

' 3 w
with the ending of Tessailinies Hrlui il

return of civilian motor caf parial
o 1045, D). ). Sprouse whi wad succced-
ed T. Julian McGill as presudent u_!’hlr the
latter's death in 1936 (MGl in I'un_u.
ace Lowry o 1931},

etinn.

had succeeded lor
intention ol the company

announced the #
finest sireetears available

o pul.’r."huse the v
in & bid to retgin patronage. Believing

< :
thut streeicars ere and ulways will be the

\
arens o dense |-u'|m!<-in
maiatained, “we have bieen

[TORET IR = T Tes

sest vehicli of mass transportation 1%

" Strouse

'l-up:l-irlg .-

< and at the sane time fur-

nish the best gervive thal our resources

will permit.”

Ta the fullowing t'ree yea
Lines purchased 141 ml_-h
publicized Piesi ent’s Con
These were the direct oulg

Yirars ol researe

the teansit indusiry. The all-e

car was hrought oul in 103
jmmediate peceplance fron
By the time
Waorlil War 11.
of America’s lavger il
enr i the Twin Citirs
acclaim from all whn pinle
204 was a product ¢l the S

MY wWere

b i the midd-th

rs Twin City
of the much
ferenee Cars.
rowth of five
lics 1|:|'

MC

w e iml-lls:.

e United States enl

] Yo
ot Ml stieet

reveivesd i

o il. Munher
iut Louvis Caz

i 2 B - hich
Company as were ihe 140 cars w

followed, and was driven

loops of both

around the

citics sfter i arsived,
offering free rides for several days as a k

gotd-w ill measure.

Those few duys of free PCC rides

pround the loops were no

t the enly occa-

SIONS o1 which the Company llIEl'll'il ‘[l't
service to its riders. There were two lines
which never charged a lace in theeir y

of existence. These included the Fort
Suelling Shuitle and  the West
Avenue Shattle, and the Buarns Av
nue of Saint Paul's M
line. The reason? The Burns Avenue
line, for instanee, was ordered wun by
the City Concil. 11 ook in £3 a day,
- j'”' L.
poerew collecting

S? |r|‘| oLy Hlll.u L 1Y

extension

= were $5 a man some y
B Do fares
wonbd vost TCR
a one man crew and [ree rides
cust but 85 a day back in those tis
:ulup.llnli\c dellation. ."m. the Hul'
le an wash-days of nu s pu
2 up lunches for their youngsters, and
leaving the kids on the car 1o ride all
day—Iree! The Fort Snelling Shutile
wWis one UT Sr\'fr;l’ .\‘H"t Eil'.t'S ."I lhl:
Twin Cities which used double

trolley )

il (two
thus  climinating  turn-
?lIu\J:'r.

these ran on one-track lines while the

cals,

arcumds at the ewd of the line

sther track was lul'iug Laidd, boart the Fore
Suelling car and the Western Avenve
Shutile cars in Saint Paul were in regu-
lar use: fur many vears

19248 in

There was o jrre e alter
i there was [T

riding the streetears,

amel individual comilon in driving

s own automnbile. When civilian car
i.|.--|u|r1inu was peswmed after the war,
e adeanly kniell for 71 s strectears [we-
gan to Lol Even the I'CC's failed 1o hold
the praskre :!l'n]riil‘ the millions that
IS Iz robeed i gt rmies
i.ug the [rn‘”rr sy sheun Ietwern 116G ;m.l
1919, Fhas, it was understandalde it
stockhold s, dissatishied with the Lack of
divi 1 HSSCIECT 1|r=.||=.
fell prey 1o the lofty promises of a New
York financier named Charles Green.
Green assumed the presidency of the
company in November of 1949, and be-
gan systematically to lop off lines which
did not pay. Simultaneously requesting
higher fares from the Minnesota Rail-
road and Warchouse Commission and

!
il't:-'unt'muing]rsﬂviu.-r in many aress,
Green's ruthilegs manner of operation at-
tracted the i|;e of the local press and
populace to his affairs. Nor did it help
#00 engloyees of the company
were dropped from the payroll without
adequate explgnation. The transit issoe
overnight beeqme a political hot potato,
and more tha one member of the State
Comnnission “miade hay"™ on the question.

when

The uame and reputation of the st
car company ljad been blackea.d by lae
ections of Chirles Green. When he fin-
ally sold out about @ yesar aller he had
sl profit of

. Green's

gained controli lue the ren
$100,000 on fhis investn
aclions |:.|4' lli‘l'uml.' the .-ulalnl of na-
tional :llll'minil. The new management,
hiezded at ﬁri.' Ly Emil A. Aslesen, a
prominent luri;l businessman, and later
by Fred A Osfanna, ey ously a -
inent logal wjormey and formes legal
counsel of TCRT, bhesan a frantic search
ol wethuds to tll.ll TCRT back on s fe

The Story of Conversion

There was no doula carly in 1951 tha
Twin ':ii;' Lines was off its leet. The
syslem  was crating several lines at
a.iulri'n1 l'i;!]lli‘.l'ﬂ andl I\1|'I|l}' cenls per
mibee revenues Jwhile costs were rmning
1] a,i\lr winl -ill}-liu' RTIEN ol
the loss al n\'-:l ﬂfl! il e R T
since 1916, jt was (] 1 BT 1||‘:|r|j‘

es. TCRT™
nel Joss that first year wider the O==anna
was S230,000, mupch less
than the half-million dropped in 1919,
but a far coy fpom bein

e =am mlier of routs

el

Bl 1o write in

ink. Evary moanth, the company’s

s reeeived huawdeeds ol et

ers, harrassing its policies and suppest-

ing various remedies, pone of which

were intended 1o comlort the persons of
the oilicers.

It was evident 1o the new managemen
that conversion to huses was an imme-
diate and wecessary step il the system
was lo surviye, The combination of
higher operating costs plus the obligation
of streel maintenance on streetcar lines

A5
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The old power plant—a §1.5 million saving.

under the Brooks-Coleman Act, passed
by the Minnesota le gislature back in
1921, made buses nu‘l’uh- 1|n&_]1~ Tavar-
able to managrment.

First atiempts ot gaining local cap ud
for e Twal
bankers lacked confidence i the future

versiom  were  oelaffed;

ol 1|ui-]ir Lransparialion in the Twin
Cities, Dis ed, but mot ready 1o

ww i L wel, Ossanno appron Beedd

wral Motors Corpovation about the
purchase ol some twealy- five new diesel
conches, which would have taken most of
the company's svailable funds at the
time. Noger Kyes of CM, later to be
Assistant Secretary of Defemse in the
Fisenhower administration, wes im-
pressed with the determination of the

new managenent o pmvnit successiul
mass teansit in the Twin Cities, and dis-

u{ experts to the Twin
sitnations. Several weeks later, Fred
[RF stoenel 1 };FI'\ alliee in Detrait,
aveniting word wn the proposed desl for
1 Sﬂlnr

twenty-five  Duses.
emerged )

TCRT's  president
fram that oflice; GM had [ound prospects
so good that ﬂur were < atending very
favorable credit terms to Ussanna for
the purchase not of twenly- five Lut of
595 new dicsel buses, allowing the con-
version of the entire system o the more
economical vehicles.

Transportation experts had estimated
that it would take five years to com-
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Ia]clt‘h convert the iilJl:.r, Twin 'r.ilj' area
1 they had felt
would e ;u'ully ]lluhihitiv:. Undaumted,

1o buses, ot & cost w

the aggressive monagement brought in
men  expericnced in bus conversions,
willing and able tu tackle the colossal
tack ahead. Chief among these was B. M.
formerly with the

)
and an old

(Darney ) Larrick,
National City Lines syst
hand at the problems involved in these

moves, The TCHRT team \suln.ul .‘urmu:i J¥

and ellicient] tly ; what :|||un.|u.;

they_accompl
T twenly- nity-four ||H|ulh= defies the ima
alian.

The company possessed an expensive
but obsolete power system, generaling
electricity at the rate of 35 cycles per
second, nowhere in mode in the western
hemasphere. Millions of dollars of s

spital was in old streetcars and over 400
miles of rail, with neardy nine million
dollurs invested in city pavements alenc.
One of the greatest stumbling blocks met
on the path of conversion was the re-
quircment of the cities for repaving
sireels al company exprnsec, uu:!t( the
outmoded Nrooks-Coleman Act. These
were finally settled in Minneapolis for
the sum of §1,200,000, with the problem
being reasonably worked out on the re-
|||Ji.l|i.l|F Ildt‘L-lJ_‘_{' irl Silil:l [IJlll.

|'1l|u-r15 were called m to ascertain
Twin City Lines could
make on ils wnneeded and ontmoded

whiat recovery
IJIIUI'I il!i“'|| T.jl‘}' J.L!Ti.*“'“\j E]lr I!]ﬂ]‘:l't'_{"
paend that it was a Laial lu:,,&. worth -m'y
its value in scrap. Nevertheless, negotia-
tions were hegun with the local power
compuny for the purchnse of the plaut,

and this was finally effected for $1.
500,000 .

Over TN :‘lrrrl(il:s lay dormant aller
conversion, including the 141 PCC cars.
The latter were sold to vapid transit
l:lli'llp!al’lil.'h ill Nl.'n ﬂli. (‘,II!\"L‘J'“# JJ‘Id
Mexico City, although the company re-
ceived olfers of jute bags from lodia,
collee from Brazil, and beef [rom Arg
tina, The older home-built cars were sold

to private citizens for a variety of wses,

including  lake coliages, istruction

i s lialls. Thuse that

d.

One of the higgest jobs that TCRTS
management has had to undenake dur-
ing conversion and in the years since has
been 1o a:_--|||ui.||l i.h: puhlic with the
facts of public transportation and to re-
gain the position of high public favor it
once enjoyed. Twin City Lines has made
it its business to hecome part of the com-
munily., It has taken a leading and recog-
nized role in Civil Defense, and has
backed community  [und drives,
Paul's Winter
Aquatennial, and Federal L:numr-rut
hond drives 1o the hilt. It has
dyee trang :t.u.-.auulah:m for

uu.h and Tor 1 Last ]:ul

_——-——'
not least, s has seized

Carnival,

every upporiv to present its message
to busmess and I||t puhllt, It was |!utﬁ|
tong belore this concerted effort to re-
caplure LII:JPH[ u!ﬂ'uiuu began to convert
the theme of letters 1o the COmmpEn Yy from
harrassment Lo n|-!l|=-v:t| and enoourage- -
vl '

The men whe guided the conversion and the subsequent course of Twin City Rapid

Transit I.‘-Jm;au.rlr
include:

form an energetic, able, and interested Board of Directors. These

Eliner N. Olson—hairman of the Boord, president of the company bearing his
name, and a well known figure in civic cctivities of Minneapolis.

Fred A. Ossanna—Former president of ilie Company and attorney.

David E. Ellison, M.D.—

President af the (.'Ompﬂ'n}' whe has ufisfﬂalfcf and con-

tributed to many outsionding new programs in the fields of ﬂnpf-.rjre and public

I'f-ﬂ'lﬁlr.li

]

Jokn W. Mitchell—President of Mitchell Insurance Campn.rlr, Saint Paul,

|
J




dames B. Aune—Choirman of the vital Finance, Tax, and [nsurance Commitiee,

which detremines fiscal policy.

James . Towey—Secretury and Treasurer of Twin City Lines, a well known

figure in civic activities of Saing Paul.

Johu A. Guey—Chairman af the Public Relations Committee, and assistant gen-
eral agent for ihe Chicogo, Milwaukee, Saing Foul, and Pacific Railroad

Company.

A M. Cary—Vice President and General Counsel for Twin City Rapid Transii
Company, who completely reorgamized the legal claims denartment.
1 N, Hendmaler—Finoncier and amtomotive supply disteibmtor,

As Do David Ellison, TCAT's pew
president sinee thecember, 1957, sum-
nmurieed in POS LS We bl hoped 10 con-
vert by P57, Lt eompleted the project
three years ahead of time. Today, the
Twin Cities have taken on 8 new look—
!E‘r {l‘-rl}ll'ﬂll l’”-'lll!'ll‘i anes R“rll"”lhlf
streels appear wiler and elcaner—and
the H'tj' has wndentaken the laraest pav-
ing program in s history.” Over one
million dollars was spent in recondition-
;Il[: wld car barns into porages, and erect-
ine pew focilities as well, A S1LOOOND
aulditi uelling Shops jy 1955 made
[ the finest urboun s focilities
dnthe Viated Stiles, and ni s cost per
vl vehic
i;@wghx.mﬂcla,
The problems which TCHT has faced

[ 1 W
s - Ij_,ll._l'n. 1
B B gty [T AN e
i g

i the pusiwar years wern identical with
theese of many viber systems, 10 s o the
ceedit of the company that servive was
provided continwally an all the lines dur-
ing the period of copversion. The last

i
streefear operated in Saint Paul on Oe-

vabwer 31, 1953, while ihe

The Twin Cities pulled inta Minneapolis®
East Side Station at 1200 AML an June
19, 1951,

It hasl been over 61 years since that
Som of Erin had |1r='1|il‘Ll'1i that "l!tl')‘”ll
fined MoeGinty yer!™ The strecicars, as lar
as we know, never did lod MeGinty, but
the millions of miles of service they pro-
vided 1o three generations of Twin
Citiuns represents a feat of far greater
proporiions.
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V. Publie Transportation

Today and Tomorrow;

Many years ago, wriling in Atwater’s
“History of the City of Minneapolis™,
Frunk J. Mead summarized the thesis of
this work, which is as true now in retre-
spect #s it was then, Mead wrote:

“(hre peculiarity has always been
¢ in the kistary of the Minne.

Strect Railway
Norwithstanding the marvelous

nuta

apolis ompany.
g:mnlh of the lilj'_ the sireet cars,
even in the primitive duys of the
fanthful okl horse and the uncertain
m - ]'“I"' Il!'\\':!}'h kl'l,l! m J.'.[E'Jl"-'.:c
of sctual development, and there
has been na real canse for com-
paint because of a lack of ellicient
effort of the
company to keep the lines o livde in

service. 1t has heen the

advance of the limits of '|~||m1:-'|1un
and thus furnish the |m]|t1'1! a cerlain
mieans of Btercommunicalion.™

Mead's |uu]msiL' n for the ;:Iuh'th of
Mirmeapulis is just as applicalile 1o Saint
I'unl. iui :IIl' |presence and Ap:irras'l\'m“.‘:s
e trolley systens played o major role
mining the smowm and direction
wvth ol the Twin Cities in their

N yEars

m|.n— n the era of the supre
antomobile, public transit faces a
w. Steadily decreasing passenger traf-
despite comversion (o buses, las
created a situation where the company
alires its whligation as a public wiliy
il it e e

s nperalbons s lse ecvir-

to seeve all the ctlivens, Lt
rvive,
pwethd employved o in-
TCRT, which
trunsported 2200 million  passengers in
1922, ad 201 mmillion sas late as 196,

s savem ins Jrass

twileal or s

CICase  passeneer

reace 1o
1954, H1.3

million in

W6 million in willion in
1955, and 781 1956. T
money-losing  operations are not  cur-
tailed and no new methods are employed
to increase traffic, public transportation

zations may have to be gssumed by

municipal or metropolitan  authorities.

Mes Eovermneenl iuml:-; s citizens and

taxpayers lo  aspume a maoney-losing

operation, and that is iust what this
- » . wy =
move has involvéd in New York, Chi-

nd elsewhere, where-

l'.ll_'lhI {:il‘\‘l‘!.'l.lld
ever the transi 'im:'s have pmrni into
municipal owaership
Mo longer can gthc Minneapalis Steeet
Railway Compang alford to hlaze wails
imto the wilderndss, Rather, Twin i
I-illl’:\ (TR ll'l'i'i\l“ |IJ|' [-H-Illil"l-l ILE] III
1 wnd ::|||-|||F1;n:a wuthorities;
Wy el city seck solution o
n of ilhl;(!.'l:il. stireets. As Dr,
55 il, the solution 1o this
wpom the use of maoss

Ellison

“MNo great mrunimhl;m oo

pize the siluatio muinlains,
er Can [ios-
transit. Twin City

per without mass

Lines nevds 1 soperstion of an en-
(}

give eflicient and

lightened  public; w0
satisfactory service.,”
Today, Twin City Rapid Transin Com-
pany buses operate oves 156 route miles
in the wetropolitan arca. The company
r||||-!u1~ sanie | K1 [t de who have o
remarkabile Averag W serviee of
clpiueen yoenrs. |=| el yrars, I!u‘ Cuni-
pany has mle every |>-u-~:'l-|r e fo.
wands |‘1;|!;|ining ils pu.hlﬁnn 1o Wb |u.|h-
lie. It has praciously taken pant in every
civie endeavor and lins conperated 1o the
fullest in 'LI1||iin|'| 1T
w ol b i m
is the

Is thal w tened pualili

eesary fomsdation  for haltiog  the
steady decline in parsenger trallie, and
is making every effort 1o impress Twin
Citians with its poal of improved service

with a fair margin of profht.

Accarding w the standards ol the
Public Heahh

distance 10

ii“.l.l‘lil'.l[l ."33'“'#l|l!u||.
[acitities
should not be grester than one-quarter

walking transit
to onc-third mile. Using one-third mile
88 the limit for ressonable adequote ser-
vice, there are po vesidential ond only
four small industrial arees within the




city limits of Minneapolis which can be
classilied as upserved by Twin City
Lines. Tlnuul:_iu the situstion is wol -[uih:
os podd in Saint Paol, which still pos-
seses some relatively undeveloped land
within its city limits, it is apparent thar
TCRT is currently providing more than
IllL‘L;uulr service in terms of route miles
o all of the well-developed areas and
many of the not-so-well-developed areus
in the Twin Citics and their suburbs.

In 1957, Twin City Repid Transit took
anather g;-rll slep towards illu.'u.'u:;ng
service 10 the metropolitan srea by add-

ing several extensions into the fast-grow-
ing Hichhield, Bloomington, Hrooklyn
Center, and Drooklyn Park areas. L this
and many ether ways, Twin City Rapid
Tlﬂilhil .Ih hl'l"\il.;: |HJI|||I: Iﬂ‘llr. !IlJlJiKIS
to stem the tide ol declining passenger
traflic on its vehicles of mass transporta-
tion. This must be done, if the Twin City
metropolilan area is to live and expand.
'L-:lulr.r:lnnlrirlg p|.1|u|iu;1 on the prart of
elected olficials in this and oll vther fields
of metropolitan administration is neces-
sary il the Twin Cities are to go “major
league™ in every respect.

TABLE 1.
POPULATION OF SAINT PALUL, MINNEAPOLIS, FIVE COUNTY METROIMOLI-

TAN AREA AND SUBURBS 1Y CENSUS DATES 1860 AND FROJECTED TO 1965

DaTE Saint Pave  MinwearoLs
18060 10,101 2,561
1870 20,030 13, (ke
1880 41,173 A 1T
H] 133,156 161,758
1900 164,065 20270
910 20,71} 300, 108
1920 231698 00,5482
1930 271,600 A6 1,556
1910 287.736 AU270
1950 e 521,718
1955 334,700 SR
1965 305, 000 S00 00>

Notes:

BMlinnesora

Five Counries"  Supsunes?®

172,023

439,706

80,771 156,905

K 350,206
459,718
620,832
T20.32¢
M2t
0GT,367

1,151,053

1, 245.900%

1,450,000

Anoka, Dakota, Hevnepin, Homsey, and ‘n'r'nshinglnn caunine,

. Five countics less the population of Minucapolis smd Saint Paul.

¢ Mlanni

1.
2
3. Estimates by
4

board of Saiat Paul,

. Estimate E-f l:iI}' E'Euunill.-; Conuuissivn of .'lIEnneuiml'n,

mates by the Minnesota State Departiment of llealth, reported in the
Puul Pionecer Press, March 22, 1955,
. Estimates or projections by the United States Census Duresu.

YEan
LEE0
M
1L ]
1910
117
1922
1927
1932
1937
1910
1942

TABLE 1L
TOTAL PASSENGERS CARRIED BY TWIN CITY RAPID TRANSIT COMPANY
IN SELECTED YEARS.

Nuseen OF Pamn
Passeneins Cannien

1,902 (N3
B0, (0K 1

S GO0, 0002

10,0040, (002
199,621,160
26,543,924
177,319,024
113,032 559
112,769,470
161,313,619
128,924,913

Yean
1914
1946
1916
1950
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957

Numoser OF Paip
Passencens CARRIED
185222517
201,527,022
16R 108,206
140, 001,387
112,793,119
O3, 003,390
86,593,103

78,108,2
74,479,993

Number One South Eleventh Street, Minnea!po!is—emcu-
tive offices of Twin City Rapid Transit Company since 1907,
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T"le end of an era— rcd Ossanna puis an olc! TCRT siand
ard car to the torch.
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Efficiency in mass transit: a lineup of new TCRT coaches at
the Saint Paul Auditorium.
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Signing a confract for new buses: Dr. David E. Ellison—President,
Fred A. QOssanna—then President, James H. Towﬁy. secrotary-
troasurer. L




Signs of the Times: New and Enlarged Garage and Service
Facilitios.
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Snelling Garage—Located in M:dway Saint Paul.
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Nicollet Garage—3 Ist Street and Nicollet Avenue, Minneapolis.
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Servicing the new G M buses at Nicollet Gara
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Lineup before rush hour at Snelling Garage, Saint Paul.
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The Twin Cities' ticket to efficient public fransportation.
P P

:dmund Sansovini—director of public relations,
Ossanna—former president, Stephen A. Kioffor—au
Twin City Rapid Transit Company.
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PRESIDENTS OF TWIN CITY RAPID TRANSIT COMPANY

Thomas Lowry
|B873-1909

P T
Julian McGill
1931-1936
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Emil B. Aslesen
1951

l
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Calvin Goodrich
1909-1915

D. J. Strouse
i936-1949
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Fred A. Ossanna
1951-1957
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Horace Lowry
1915-1931

Cl-ne.r]es Green
1949-1951

T

! Dr. David E. Ellison

1957




MODERN TRENDS

in an attempt to modernize and depart from the obsoleie creed that in the past
gln‘rrm'ul the aduinistration wies oreration ul |u|!-|i1' util s, & erecid 'l\.!lil']l nee
wns n‘l._'lri'“i'lli “The P'ubidic Be Domned he Twin E:ilj Hilllh’.i Transit Co. |'11I|l.l1LL'i!
on a program of adding SERVIUCE and COURTESY to its transportation. In yuick
suceession, there Tollowed the inavguration of the IJ|||'I.II-|r of the Mamh prog
which |>ul a e couriesy, 1y and service. IJI cach lil.}. i “|I4'l|l|ul of
the Mauth is o by a estirens’ conunitiee on e basis of commeandations seal in
by the riding public. The wi receives 8 S5LO0 savings bond, a shoulder panch,
his picture in all of his city’s boses, a write-up i his loeal pew spaper and eligibaliy
1o became Operator of the Year, The roaner-up cacly month receives a 325,00 savings
Bonsd. Sinee this progras was astitated, thie o il and o wiation ratio has
pletely reversed itsell o wi ere are g eceived many, many conmenda-
s anld |'|-u|].E.|i|nl.!. uJul; l.lli'l.'.
F.,]Iu-.\iu': this program, whirh was instituted i 1953, there was in.nl;;nlnlrc| e

O Y huuse organ, The Windslield”, This eigln page monthly hins 8 civcalation
of 3000 jne ||=l|.-||-r{ welive :'1||p=u}|',-. Jrens s, shareholders i iness and civie

de toud im estabilish employee and
l.hl1rljl I NS, I'\-'a.l. there Tollowed an |||-l.-!,s-r o S (T Hroaram, os a vesult

of which many ideas ui | importanee and economy have beva s sted and

erper Sugpestion . which
as far s is known, is the only one of its kind in use throughout
Mueh of the credit fur inanguration of these progrums must go 1o the preseat chief
executive of the company, Dr, Duvid E. Fllison, Toywoyvement of employee relatione
and of public relations have beon his special ohjective since hls entrance into com
pany management in 1951,

ﬂ'm-ii;:l h-a {.:Jpnlaiozi of the
Month, Docombor 195]

The Windshield - March, 1958

Employse Suggestion Form

L]
Passongor Suggestion Form
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