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APPLICATION

To the Board of Pardons
OF THE STATE OF MINNESO‘I‘A.

The application of / / a2V XVl %MW 4@"‘?/1/1/‘/? i
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and 7 rwe durmg the five years next before his oanmctwn of the offense
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for the term of L1/

and that he is now imprisoned pwrswont to such sentence: that the \?e and

Judge before whom he was tried is \z R«L_M-@-J:/i = s B

o of the prosecuting

attorney is. . % 4&0;_77ﬂa "(_/ZZ/L/ %M_%,,,
that he was indicted and convicted under the name afm\/ 'Zzw_\fgé/_mw/ 7. e

That he has never been known by any alias

and was never arrested, indicted or convicted for any other offense vrrept—




That hereto annexed and made a part hereof ﬂ\({smm statemendt of the evidence addueed at his

trial with the endorsement of the_ .~ L e Sl P

that it is substantially correct. (If swch statement or endorsement cannot be furnished, here state the

reason. ) F — e e

Yowr petitioner aslks that aﬁMMmMﬁé@ﬂ 7-/ med to
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All of which is respectfully submitied.
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Board of Pardons,

STATE OF MINNESOTA.

In the Matter of the Application
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APPILICATION

To the Board of Pardons
OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA.
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and that his ﬂmpﬂ»ﬂ@ and, res»dmce during ﬂw ﬂve years next before }us canmotwu of the offense

heremwfter stated were as follows: 7/ W@ (‘vf ,é/d« ? AL, A’?AZLM

That on the. \/MZA_({ ?Lf/f/ day of. 7704/; M,VZM\ ‘0 13974 he was tried and

convicted in the Oﬂ ; Court in and for the

w@@ _______________ |

Ll o —._of the crime of . ¢ 1 |11
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and that he is now imprisoned pury to such senterwe that the nams and post office address of the
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Jjudge before whom he was tried is.._
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that he was indicted and convicted under the name of. e Q Al Cole

That he has never been known by any alias exvept_—_——
and was never arrested, indicted or convicted for any other offense except—————— =
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That hereto annexed and made a part hereof is a swecinet statement of the evidence addwuced at his
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All of which is respectfully submitted.
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APPLICATICUN,

TO THE HOARD GF FARDONG
OF THE STATE OF NINNESOTA.

The Arplicetior. ol Janos anid Tluguas Golalksl. Youngsr sghows that

thelr Dill and trie nawes are Jawes H,Younger and Thomas Jolsuan
Youngsr. Thelir agss arg'zgrty Eight and Fiity Two_;qfkggﬁ;vaég: ——
Ihat their birth-piacse was Jackson County Missouri their pareuts

were Harry W.Younger znd Bursheba Youngsr and that thelr occoupsa-

tion and residence during the five yaars next vaiore their convic-
tion was farming and stock raising in Texas and wissouri;

That on the 20th day oi Novewber i8%4 they were tried aud
conviotand in the District Court in and tor the County oi kice and
state of Miimmesots, vl the crime of wurdering J, L., Heywwod and
tneroupon sentauced Lo swwrisomusnt in the stillwaler Prisos du= »
ring the vamairnder of their lives, and that they are riow imprisonéd
pursuznt to such seutence:that the ;mna of the judge veiors whom
thay were irisd was the Hown. Samel Lord, now decsasad, and ol the
Prosecutilig Attoruey is &aurga‘hu Baxter; low Located at sowe point
in Sonth=Amariaa, o Thaga apLlicsnte nnknown: that they wre in-

" dietod and convicited under the names or Jawues Younger and Thomas
Colemsn Youngor. That *thoy were never kuown by any alis and weee
Daver arvestad, indicted or convicted for any other ollense.

That thare was no evidence at their trLéLf for the reason
that thess a4 cicarnte acting on the advise of their counssi siiare=
ed a plea of gillty to the charge in the indictment;wharasiore thaey
ara upabls Lo produce any statement of the svidernco:that Thas:
applicants are 1miabia to gol andorsament ot the Judge aud rrosa-

euting Attorney who iried them lor the reason that the Judge has



Ist

ona

3rd.

4th

5th

some time s=1in 2 dled aud the whera2abouts of the Frosacuting Att'y
is to them wuninecwn,

Your petitioners ask that a pardon be grauted them wpon the
grounds znd for the raasolis following, viz:
Becansa they have besn iumprisoned more than Twauty Years undsr
sald serntarceswhich is much iotger thar-the averaga W
Iife prisonars. '
Bacmisa iring the sutire tiwe o2 their conlineuout as aloresald
theay have damssaned themsslives iu periect coniormiiy to sll the
prison re;;v..xlat.ions. Lnaver haviug reczived a siugle demerit.
Eacalisa avery Frison Official with whom spplicants have coms in
contact, Laiiave they have veen amply punished, and so far as we can
ascartin have aud do tavor their perdon,
Bacansz it is belleved every requirement of law and Justics has
baan fally sallsiied by the punishment airsady iuriicled, and it
this be trie we icei lo ionger contimie the iucarcsration is to
turn the struing arm of the law into a machine for harm rather than
a promoler ol good.
Pacense the sisteor state oi Missouri, has hereto ftore twicf apiaal-
2d to the clametcy oi this geazl CGonwmon Wezith on the tsheil oI
thess men, and she Low comes to you Bgall TRrOUZL LoF (ALasIWLoUs
Laeglsiaturs erxd othexr SsState Urficars, vy pelition, asking the perdon
of thaee me) for the reasons in s=id vetition sat aut, which said
patition is hare re‘rerarj to snn wads & part ol this spplicationl,

All of which -is reslaectlul‘ly mbmitt.ad.

Janes Youngavr,

Thomas GColamant Yonngar.
Yy Their str'y :

Dated this Junle I0th 15%%.







B0 THE HONORABLE,
THE BOARD OF PARDONS of MINNESOTA,

Gentlemen:- As a citizen of the State of Missouri I have had the
honor of presenting for yonr consideration the'letters,papers and petit-
ion from 3ome of the most Influential citizens in publiec 14fs in the
State of Missouri in hehalf of the Younger Bros., These letters and
petitions have donbtless received due consideration by voun. I desire
to say, however ,Tor yvonr farther information that the sentiment in the
State of IMissouri Is not alone represented by these documents that have
been here presented. It is the consanses of #pinion and has found ex-
pression almost universal that the Yonnger Bros. have bheen to a large
extent victime of cirewmstances. This is particnlarly true as repgards

their history in the State of Iissonr!. I have 11yed in the State of

34 Lo B L 1P

Missouri 2ll my 1ife,and have been 1§&pub11c 11?9 for vears. I have a
very large and extensive acquaintance throughont the whole State,and I
desire to say that I am fully acqunainted with the sentiment of the State.
I have no interest in the Younger Bros. except that which has been
prompted by a feeling of jnstice and humanity. I know the history of

the Youngers and their family. They come Trom pgood stock in which no
eriminal taint has ever anpeared until this unfortunate affair. It is

true that many crimes were currently charpged to the Youngers becanse

their upnprtnnate connection during thelir war experierce with the

others of like charncter, These influences,topether
#ithzthe!l» nmnfavorahle conseqnences have been Tully set forth in the

letters and petitions that have been presented hero for your considera-

B N

tion. It has bheen claimed thronsh the newspapers that money haq beeq
nsed to scenre a pardon for these I desire to stamp this as wn-
qelifidly fanlts, What I have done and am now doing is without pay
except that which I hope ever to have_the approval of my own conscience.
I have bheon in this State seven times before,and have made every efforst
possible to do or say something that might in some wvay interest the
good people in the 8tate of Minnesota and help to create,if possidhle,a

sentiment that wonld result in the mitigation of the heavy sentence
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G AN
under which these Zho#% are now suffering. The names of some of the
strongest men in the State of Minnesota who have taken a friendly in-
terest in ®dehalf of a parddn of the Youngers were mentioned to vou in
a plea fTor thelir clemency yesterday, among these names are such men as
ex-Gov.Marshall, Gen.Sibley, ex-Sen.D.M.8abin, ex-Mayor Smith of St.-
Paul, Dr.lday and 'William:'Lee .bdth ex-Post Masters of this city, Horace
W.Pratt of Minneapolis, ex-Sen.Durant of Stillwater, and many others
that I might mention. I deslre to express it as my humble cpinion that
the ends of jnustice has been Tully met and ought to be satisfied with
the measure of punishment already meeted out. My knowledge of the
1ntrica$bs of penal management in somewhat 1imitad,but\hy knowledge of
human nature and the consequences of the rights and privileges that have
been Torfeited as a penalty Tor out-raged law which has resnlted in the
penal servitnde covering a period of twenty-one years prompts me to
say that in my honest Judpgment and conviction that they have been punish-
ed already beyond a~humane measure. England,perhaps one of the severest
nations in neetinpg out punishments to her criminal classes,provides
in the adninistration of her penal laws that when & prisoner has been
sentenced to prison under a 1ife sentence ,and after he shall have served
twenty-onc years in prison leaves to the Commission Ef prisons to exer-

cise discretionary power in the matter of retaining longer in prison

or releasing shzgﬂapon ticket of leave. This I take it is somewhat
similar to the laws in this and some other States providing for the re-
lease of prisoners on partle, but as has been stated and represented
here before your honorable Board this does not and cannot prevail in
the State of Minnesota in case of 1ife prisoners. 1 ask,and implore
you,gentlemen' of the Board of Pardcons, to carefully weigh and con-
sider some of the weighty arguments which have been set forth as a
reason for granting some clemency to these unfortunate men. The good
citizens of the State of Missouri pray for this. They ask it of you as

a sister state,and we believe that in asking it we ask no more of yom

than the State of Missouri would gladly extend tc the State of Minnesota
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it asked for under similar conditions. Can it be possible that there is
any question in vour ménds after what you know of these men and their
past histories extending from childhocd up to the present time,and in-
cluding the splend!d record they have made during the twenty-one vears
they have spent in prison that they will not become good citizens and
obey the laws? I will stake my honor and liberty that if allowed
their freedom that they will make good law-abiding citizens and that no
act of theirs will ever cause you %o regret that von exercised executive
clemency in their behalf,

I decire to call vour especial attention to the letters addressed
to your honorable body U.S.8en.8.B.Elkins,of the State of West Virginia,
and Col.Bmery S.Foster,of St.Lonis,Mo. Both of these gentlemen were
Colonels in the Pederal army in the State of Missouri; both have testifi-
ed in these letters that their lives were saved by the Youngers. This
stamps as unqualifidly faults some of the statements that have heen made
that they were ever guilty of unsoldierly conduct while engaged in the
Confederate service. Col.poster relates ,as you will remember,that
some of the Confederate soldiers threatened to massacre the wonnded
Federal soldiers after the Battle of Lone Jack,and that some of the mnn-
fortunate _ PRederal’': soldiers were acPually murdered on the hattla
field. At this time Cole and Jas.Younger appeared upon the scene; that
with drawn revolvers thev stayed the blood thirsty disposition of the
Confederates,and actually saved his (Col.Foster's) life. Col.Foster
;;EEEQrt-rolt gratitude and entirely unsolicitated upon hearing that an
e;fort was being made for their pardon has written this letter in which
he testifies %o the Honorable,brave,and soldierly character of these men
upon the battle field. Similar testimony is also given yom by U.S.Sen.
Elkins which seems to me ought to have some weight as bearing upon the
character of these men. Their bravery unon the field of battle in what
they then believed a Justi?ggznda no defence. Some of the best blood
of the nation has been spilt in this caunse, I myself was in the Con-
federate army in the State of Missouri,and I know some of the hardships

through which they and others have passed .
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The time has come/in our State when Federal and Confederzte soldiers
can now meet upon a common level; their interests are recognized as
identical ‘ﬁ{i Boldiers !!omﬁfﬁjdsmorted by the State in which hoth are
admitted with equal rights and privileges. The old anombsities have
died out;and our annualrreunidhs are participated in by the Federal and
Confederate soldiers.%b{&mention this to you gentlemen to show you that
in the last twenty-five years there has been a great change in the State

of Missouri,and with these changes we of Missouri have hopthhat sama

of the unpleasant and disasterous consequences vesulting t?om,fhe the :
war as bearing upon the Younger Bros.lives might alsc be mixigqﬁ ( ﬁ? i
- .-“_ -

not wiped ont by a free pardon from her sister state of Minnﬁhbt&.f § R
@entlemen of the Board of Pardons,I ask you in the vana c**jﬂgffce
and humanity to grant a pardon to these unfortunate men. 3usttﬂe»and

1’5

mércy should not be dividad,phara Jjustice holds sway in 1tsﬂ;¥f$
e eidsy

tion of the majesty of the law there mercy should also nd ;':fti;,

gha LY
Is it possible thag they have not suffered enough. I believe they have.

I believe that you in your own hearts believe that they have, and I
trust that no considerations of public policy from unfavorahle sources
will caunse you to with-hold from these men that which you believe thay
are justly entitled to.

I have but one more word to say,and it is this: I thank vour Honor-
able Board most sincerely for the kind and considerate hearing von have
given to my humble apreal,and in behalf of the citizens of the State
of Missouri,whom I represent, I also desire to thank you. May divine

providence guide you in &1} wisdom.
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Forn: No. 1.

, THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY.
. ' 21,000 OFFIOES IN AMERIGA:HOOE?QCEESDERVIOE TO ALL THE WORLD.

This Company TRANSMIL.\ ud DELIVERS mmges only on conditions limiting its linbility, which have been assented to by the senderof the following messags

Errors oan be m'ded ind. only by r tin e back to the sending station for cmnparimn and the l,un.lpw.? will not hold itself liable for errors or delays
in transmission or delivery o l.anepuarm.l 1tﬁ-sngau beyond the amount of tolls paid thereon, nor in any ease where the claim is not presented in \\ritl.l.lg within sixty days
after the wuas.ﬁl is filed with the Company for transmission,

This is an UNREPEATED MESSAGE, and is delivered by request of the sender, under the conditions named above,
THOS. T. ECKERT, President and General Manager.

W}R(’) 1 @\'B\ LDB\ 56 ?DGHL(X CHECK 56’“

RECEIVED at Fourth anu/w’%»?’@ st. pau, Minn. /@/z/w 7% ige
M. Standard Time.
Dated ]a/\A/B_a‘Lté/% W/LA_,.A
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Form No. 1.

THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY.

J —— INCORPORATED ———
21,000 OFFICES IN AMERICA. CABLE SERVICE '!'O’_ALL THE WORLD.

This Company TRANSMITS and DELIVERS messages only on conditions limiting its liability, which have been assented to by the sender of the following message,
Errors can be guarded a.g;alnst only by l'letEveating a message back to the sending station for comparison, and the Company will not hold itself liable for errors or delays
fn transmission or delivery of Unrepeated Messages, beyond the amount of tolls paid therson, nor inany case where the claim is not presented in writing withio sixty daye
after the me: is filed with the Company for transmission. :
'his is an REPEATED MESSAGE, and is delivered by request of the sender, under the conditions named above.

THOS. T. ECKERT, President and General Manager.

NUMBER -; SENT BY REC'D BY CHECK

RECEIVED at Fourth and Robert Streets, St. Paul, Minn. 189

M. Standard Time.

Dated
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