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Sturtevant Hotel; New York,; N.¥. June 24th.; 1897,
His Excellency, The Governor of the State of Minnesota;
8t ., Paml; Minn.
Honorable Sir:=-

My attention has been called to case of Messrs, Cole
and James Yaungeri now confined in the State prison at Stillwater; and
I také ths 11berty of addressing you on the subject.

;Iﬁa?t had ample opportunity to know these men, and to know them
well gnd : (5, do not hesitate to say that I believe that the people in
_genpr@lfthgqngh out the country would welcome their release.

2 ihe;q?tfbn of these men while serving a sentence that has now

*

;}gach§d?;tén;é:§éore years has been such as to command the favorable
attenﬁianQf 31; who are acquainted with the facts; and if good
conduct, t&ue reformation and a faithful effort toward the betterment
of character among those around them ever deserves a reward, these
men are certainly entitled to their release,

I know the character of the men now, and have known it for
seven years, and I can say most emphatically that who ever opposes
the granting of pardon to the Younger Brothers now, if there are such,
which I doubti he or she does not understand the situation in its true
light, It has reached a point; where in my opinion; it is simply a
matter of justice, and I hope and pray for their relief through your

prompt and just consideration,

I am yours with grea.t

To Govermnor Clough, ( / f A
St.Paul, Minn, /r"""_*"““‘j;ﬁ=-—

spect;
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To the Board of Pardons of Minngsota.
@Gentlemens

Whether it is to my credit or not, I have never known
of a man more averse to lending himself to promiscous requests for par-
dons than I. I was for a number of years connected with the criminal court
of Jackson County Missouri as its prosecutor and I frequently refused to
request the pardon of eriminals when the Judge and every other officer
connected with the court had done so. In the case of one of the James
Band of train robbers who was serving a twenty Tive years sentence in
the Missouri penitentiary 1t was said that every officer who had ever
at any time beenlconqoq§ad_wit£ E&e eriminal court of this County wheps
he was convicted esie® his pardon,except myself. During the past thirteen
yvears I have froquently been asked to write a letter requesting the pardon
of the Younger-boys but have always rofused.Noticing from the public prints
that formal‘application for their pelease will be made to you on the 12the.
of this month,I now write without request from any one,earnestly recomending
their pardon. I belisve they have been punished enough and that the law
has been vindicated.

I was raised in the same section with the Younger boys,but was too

young to take any part in the war.Il romember Cole Younger very destinctly.
I knew Bob well who worked after the war in the blacksmith shop of Dick
Hall his brotherinlaw where my father a minister and farmer had his black-
smithing done.I was raised in the same neighborhood with Charlie Pitts
(Sam Wells son of Wash Wells),who was killed in the capture of the Woungers.
Having lived nearly forty years in this CountyI presume I know the lineage

redatives and friends of the Youngers,about as well as any man in Missouri,
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They have many near relatives in this county who are as honorable and
law-abiding citizens as can be found any where.Many of their relati ofEs
never sympathized with them in any of their post bellum exploits.In fact
until their capture in your state they never believed they Were guilty
of any of the crimes with which they were charged; I was just commenecing
the practice of law at Independencd in this County at the time of the North=
field robbery in your state .A most reputable 1ndy,an;aunt of the Younger
boys whom I knew well,came to my office and stated that she had noticed
by the papers that another crime had been charged to her nephews but she
had no doubt it was false and wanted to know what I thought.l never saw
a more astonished and downcast person than she was, when I told her that
it was undoubtedly true,that I recognized beyond question the pictures
of Cole,Bob and Pitts (Wells),taken in Minmesota and published in the
newspapers.This lady is still living and would be as far from sympathizing
with any kind of robbery as any lady in Missouri or Minnesoi@&s They have
many such relatives and friends in this state and I cite this instance to
show what their surroundings and envirofments will be should they be
pardoned. I am sure that hundreds of our best citizaﬁgh%elieve as I do
that thevy have been justly punished,are now ready and anxious to assist
them in leading a new 1ife and in becoming law-abiding citizens,I believe
they will,otherwise I would not ask this pardon;
I had occasion some years ago in an effort to properly discharge my duty
as a public prosecutor to acquaint myself with the details of all the robber
ies attributed to the James-Younger band and as far as possible with tne

character and antecedents of the 21 men who belonged to it from its organ~
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ization in 1866 to its final over throw in 1882,and I have no hesitation
in saying that in my judgment Cole Younger possessed more good qualities
and less bad ones than any man that ever belonged to it. He was the only

one of the whole number who could controlg Jesse James and I an convinced
that those who knew both men well told me the truth when they said that in

a number bff instances Cole Younger at his own peril prevented Jesse James
from taking life. It is my honest conclusion after going over all the
evidence and talking to scores of persons who knew about the conduect of
these men,that Cole Younger has never been a blood thirsty man . I believe
that it is true that he was always actuated by a desire to spare life. Jinm
of course was younger and little is said about him, I recall no instance
now in which mny informants told that Cole or Jim personally killed any one
0f course if life was taken in a robbery in which they were participants,

in law they are guilty,but I now speak to a tribunal of mercy at the end

of almost a 1life time of punishment and I am sure you desire to look ,

as you eught to, into the hearts of these mens

I notice from the dally press that many of those who have written to

you asking clemency for the Youngers,speak of the strong provocation under
whiich they acted during the war and the mitigating circumstances attending

their conduct afterwards. I pass all this by and make my appeal for them

on the broad ground of humanity., I have never hesitated to say to their

friends that thev were receiving what they deserved,but in my humble judgment

the have suffered enough and it is time for their bitterest opponents to
declare that they are satisfied. It is respectfully submitted that no

argument can be framed showing that the best interests of either the law
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or society will be longer subserved by further imprisonment. Surecly we
ought not to insist that human law shall at 1engtn ripen into vengeance
for this belonges to another and higher Poweres

IT thirty years is the average life of man, then almost a geﬁeration
has passed away since punishment began to be inflicted upon these men.
For one I am in favor of saying to Justice that she may lay aside her
1ash; and give the soft angel of mercy a chance to heal their stripes.

I wish to add that it is impossible that I can be actuated by any
selfish motive in writing this letter. The friends of the Youngers were
my enemies when I was in politiecs and I owe them nothinge As a rule they
are poor and have no business wﬁich & coﬂ@t. Neither they nor any others
can assist me to an officé, for I am a gold democrat and expect to remain
one and to spend the balance of my days in Missouri.

Most Respectfully.
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TO0 THE HONORABLE, THE BOARD OF PARDONS,

g¢. Panl, Minnesota.

Believing thet Cole and James Younger have been incarcerated
for 8 sufficient length of time, in view ol the faci that ihey
did not direetly participate in the killing whieh occurred at
Northfield, and in view of their manifest reformation, es evidenced
by their examplary prison conduet, and further believing that, if
1liberated, they wlll prove themselves honorsble and useful citizens,
we respectMlly petition your Honorable Board to grant them a par—
don.

Dated Preston, July 8th, 1897
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