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To the Boari of Parions,

Of the State of Minnesota,

3 t. Pauls

In view of the proposed attempt to be mede to secure the re-
leasse of the Younger brothers now unier life sentences at Still-
water priaon]l feel constrainei to say a few wordis in their behalf,
although I do not know the men, nor have I ever to my knowledge
g2en either of them. I wes living in St. P=ul at the time of
the Northfield affair ani have been a resijent of Minnesota ever
since 1855, When previous attempts have been maie to s=scure the
paridon for these men I have in cormmon with many others opposed
anything short of the earrying out of the life sentence, be-
lieving thet the efforts of those greni noble souls, Ex-Governor
Sibley &nd Marshalil to secure release were to say the leagst ill-
timed. The ease as it now appears, however, seems to present
.some features not heretofore clearly brought out, which eertainly
eall for our eareful, candid ani fair consideration, . If the state-
ments of Cole Younger,now for the first time probably maie over
his own signature, are true, it is ecertain that neither he nor
Jim hai any hani in the killing of Cashier Heywooi. Thst neither
were in the bank at anytime during the fraces, sni that insteai
of trying to shed blood their shots were intended only to frighten
People off the street sni enable them to get awey safely with
their part% ani booty if any had been secured; that it was pa rt
of the pre-arrsngei program that nobody was to be harmei except
in the case of jire necessity in orier to save their own lives;
booty being their only objeet; also that juring the retreat of the
raiders the Youngers saved the life of & farmer near Mankato,
insisting on his release, (thus greatly inereasing the ijanger of

their own cepture) when others of the party proposei shooting him.
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Now what is there of feets within our knowledge ani of the cir-
cumstances surrouniing that bloody encoﬁntes or founi elsewhere
to confim Cole's statements; we eennot accept them as true with-
out something to confim them. First we have the statement of
the book-keeper in the Bank, made directly after the rmid, that
none of these prisoners shot Heywood, ani that Charley Pitts,

who was killed atthe eapture near Madelia, wounied him, Bunker.
Teke a glence at the situation. Here in the street as Soon &s
the alarm sounied, stooi or roie five (5) heavily ammed dead
shots, none of thean cowardis, James, Clel Miller, Chadiwell, Cole
and Jim Younger. Miller sndi Chaiwell were killed and all the
Youngers seriously woundied. Now can we for an instant believe
that anything less than the stani taken by Cole Younger as leader
of that bani, backed by his brothers, that no one should be hurt,
saved the people of Northfield from losing more of their citizens
than poor Heywooi.

The saving of the 1life of the ffrmer near Mankato, When
others in the party, not the Youngers, proposei to kill him, is
confinmnei by the atatement of the farmer hinself maie at the tinpe.
i i f o o Phbd -

,41£t us ask, whe're d0 we fini any other evidence of a general jis-
position on the part of these men to respect the lives of others.
In the year 1867, ani several times subsequent thereto, I have
had oceasion to visit Kansas City and that portion of Missouri
lyinz immediately about®"Monigau Springs" where the Youngers n.aie
their heajquarters much of the time; 2ni from c¢lose frienis who
went into that country ani to Kansas City from my boyhood's home
in the Eastern States, before ani immediately after the close of

the War, I learnei much of the characteristies of the Youngers,

ani more or less as to the James Rrothers. About the time of the



attempt to secure a parion ten (10) years ago, during a conversa-
tion with a friend in Kansas City, Juig3400b2?=; ex=-Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court of Kansas, he said, "It is my opinion that
you have in Minnesota thoussnis of people outsiie of your prisons
who are no better citizens than the Youngers wouli he if released.
They never were really bai men at heart. The Younger family are
of good stoek. Their situation has been brought about largely
by eircumstances. Few men wouli be bettesr if thrown into the
same coniitions and invironments. No men who was not on this
unhappy border in person immediately before, during eni after
the war, is capable of juiging these men fairly. 1 have been a
heavy sufferer myself from iepredations by such men as they ani
in person.
possibly by them, I was living at Lawrence and lost all 1 haed
but saved my life,being on the bench that iay at Topeka.
there at the time they raidei us, They shoul3d be punishedi sevarely
and 1 think they have been. I belisve that if they are now re-
leased they will become thoroughly good citizens ani will earn
the confijence of any community im which they might live."
Another Eastern man, an old time friend, living almost unier
the shadow of the Mondgau timber near the Springs, speaking of
Cole szii, "He wes a2 quiet gentlemenly fellow, anil consijerate in
his way; one could talk with, argue ani iisagrese with him without
there being a row or ahybody gett ing hurt, which is saying a gooi
ieal for him considering the coniition of affairs here after the
close of the war." On one oceasion when e bounty hai bean of-
fered for the Youngers, a party went out from Appleton City ,near
Monig®u Springs, to take them in 3eaj or alive. The tsbles were
quickly turneid however, ani the foungers and companions capturei

the entire party, ran them into calp 2nd gave them a jesperate

seare, subjecting them to numerous punishments ani injignities;

among other things each captive had to dance for the amusement



of his captors. It was "Dance or iie," =ni so they dasncei with
one exception. One of the party, I have forgotten his name,
positively refusei to dance, saying they might kill him if they
liked, but he would ﬁot submit to any such injignities. There
were those among the captors who were reaiy to earry out their
threat ani were about to io so, when Cole came quickly to the
front ani eailed a halt, declaring that he was too brave & man to
be slaughtered. The entire party were finally allowed to return
to Appleton safely. Numerous other cases were cited going to
show tha;:he (Cole) was reckless ani desperste in many weays, he
earried under it 211 a kind heart that rebelled against unnecessary
cruelty ani blooished. I refer to these foregoing remarks ani

incidents merely as of peculiar velue from the fazet that they ail

ceme to me, not from the Youngers' frienis, whose statements

would be colored in their favor, but from their natural enemies ,
the "Yankees."

We must coneeie that Cole, as well as nis brothers, went into
the Northfieli affair for money only, with no desire to shed blood,
but jeterminei on the contrary to prevent its being ione by
others. They 3id attempt to rob the bank, but hai no hand in
any attempt to kill or hurt anybodiy.

Hal Cole permitted Miller to shoot Dr. Wheeler ani others
as they appearei on the ground, as he wantej to, they [the
raiders) ecould no doubt have sueeeeded in getting outof town
safely, but instead of permitting this to be done, he stood firmly
on his stand taken, that his party should be guilty of no blooi-
shed, ani we know the result. All of us who were here at the
time of the Northfield affair welf know that these men, owing to
excitement then prevailing, eouli not have secured a fair trial

had they pleaded not guilty. A convietion was absolutely de-.



manded. The publie then demsndied their execution, =snd it would
surely have followed conviction. There was no shadow of ioubt
about it. We all felt that way, there is no use denying it.

They therefore pleadiedi guiity to the actof another as their only
chance. They have now been in prison about twenty-one years.
They same length of time requirei for man to grow from birth to
maturity andi possess himself of citizenship and full manhood,

end it is my belief that they have grown up to a new manhooi over
the ruins of the 0ld, amd if jischarged will coniuet themselves as
good and useful members of society and atone as far as possible
for past evil deeds. The prison records show them both without

a2 diseredit Jjuring all these weary bitter years, a fact greatly

to their eredit, andi a recori 1 believe without an equal in the
prison history of the country. The ends of justice have been
served. The two great objeets of inprisonment have been accom~
plished; to-wit, protection of society by the detention of others
from eommitting similar erimes, #ni the refomation of the prisoner,
What further objeet ena there be in detaining thesemen except to
satisfy the depraved thirst for vengence that still scemsg to

lurk in the breasts of a few.

The pardoning boardi are representatives of the entire state
and not of any particular city or town. It was the "Pesce 2ni
iignity of the State of MinnesotaQ that was disturbed anj violated
by the e@ets of these men, andi that dignity was amply proteectei by
& prompt assertion and exercise of its authority. It wes the
Privilege given this State to put an eni to farther acts of law-
lessness of these men and others associated with them. Now if
every objeet of their inprisonment has been acecomplished it is

her privilege as well as duty to relesse their bonds ani permit

them to live out the remainder of their days as useful citizens
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giving to the world a grani example of the practicability of
prison reforms. Frank Jemes who was a member of the gang at
Northfield, has been at large for many years, ani no complaints
are maeie as to his condiuet. Those who know all these meén best
will look with confidence for still better reports from the
Youngers if released.

Mueh has been szii in the newspapers about acts allegei to
have bh=2en eommitted by these men juring the war. It must be ad-
mitted that the border counties of Missouri ani sometimes of
Kansas were the scenas of blooished ani violencece, ani common
honesty eompeils us to conceie on the sije of the North, that
none can tell on whieh siie the greatest brutality was practiced.
Missour i guerrillas understood it to be their juty to kill
Yankees. Kensas JaylHHawkers unierstood it to be their djuty to
kdéll Rebels. If we are o hold the Youngers in prison for what it
is reported they then were guilty of what mre we to jo with
those among us who were as deep in that game as they. 1 ean walk
into our churches here on Suniay momning am point my bony finger
at more than one who was engaged in that unholy business, on
our sije of the cause. Not less than one being among our
divines. We 40 not holdi them responsible for their acts com=-
mitted in those times nor shouli we. They are good, respectible,
reputable citizens, ani that chapter of their lives we ought to
considera closei book, but they have no more right to our echarity

or considjeration than their opponents in those blooiy times, the
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S—From Hon. Ignatius Donnelly, Ex-Member of Condress.

St. Paul, Minn., July 18th, 1889
To His Excellency, Gov. Merriam:
Dear Sir:
I remember an incident which occurred when the Northfield robbers were seeking to escape
from this state. In the woods, not far from Mankato, they were encountered by a citizen—a German, T
think—who was looking for his cattle. The fugitives perceived that he recognized them. The two as-
sociates of the Youngers, who afterward escaped from the states proposed that, for their own safety they
should kill the man. To this the Youngers strenuously objected. It was then suggested that he be
gagged and tied to a tree in the depths of the forest, and left there. The Youngers replied that this would
be more cruel than to kill him outright, as he might starve to death before he was discovered by those who
might save him. Upon this question the Youngers quarreled with their two associates in crime and sepa-
rated. The Youngers gave the man his life, but swore him not to reveal the fact thathe had met them,
He did not keep his oath. T always thought there was something heroic in this action of these fugitives
from justice, at a time when the woonds swarmed with their pursuers, they were ready to risk their own lives
rather than take the life of that stranger. It manifested a noble humanity when every circumstance of their
desperate situation incited them to cruelty and bloodshed. Now, I am told the youngest of these brothers,
then a mere boy in years, lies at the point of death. It seems to me that you can now justly remember that
act of humanity performed years ago in the woods of Blue Earth County, and permit this poor criminal to
die outside the shadow of the penitentiary, and in theunidst of those who love him. [ believe that such
an exercise of your executive clemency will be justified by every humane heart in the state, I have the
honor tobe with great respect, Very Truly Yours,

IGNATIUS DONNELLY.



From J. (. Wise, Editor, §c., Mankato.

Mankato, Minn , July 12, 1889,
Hon, W, R, Merriam
Sir:

Believing that the ends of justice have been well satisfied and vindicated by the long imprisonment
of the Younger Brothers, | desirve to join in the petition for their pardon, [ was a resident of this city at
the time of the Northfield raid, and the pursuit and capture of the Younger hoys, and I am well satisfied
were they the blood thirsty men represented there were many opportunities during their pursuit when they
could have killed or wounded their pursuers, but it was not done, One instance | remember when they
captuaed a German farm laborerin this vieinity and sought to get information about the roads. The man
could not give it, and they were somewhat perploxed as to what todo with him, fearing that if he was re-
Jeused he might give to their pursners information that would lead totheir capture. Some one of the party
proposed that they should kill him, but Coleman Younger interposed a strenuons objection, insisted that the
man shoulid not be harmad, and largely throngh his efforts he was released unharmed and returned to his
family. I, however, in your judgment, yon are not fully convineced of the wisdom of pardoning the three
at this time, in view of the severe and fatal illness of Boh Younger, every dictate of humanity pleads that
clemeney may be extended to him, and that he may be permitted to return to his relatives and friends for
the care und attention that they alone can hestow. Yours &e.,

JOHN C. WISE.

From Geo. W. Bachelder, Lawyer, Ex-State Senator, §e., Faribawlt.

Faribault, Minn., June 22, 1839,
Hon. Wm. R, Merriam, Gov. of Minn.:
Three gentlemen from the state of Wisconsin have called upon me in the interest of the
Younger Brothers and have asked me to write you giving my opinion asto the propriety of
granting them a pardon. 1 am willing to express myself on that subject as T have often done for the last
two or three years. [know the crime they committed, that they were guilty of the crime of an attempt
with others to rob the Northfeld bank. [do-net believe they were guilty of orintended to. assist in the
crime of murder. I know too that they have been punished long and severely and believe that the ends of
justice would be fully met if they should now be set at liberty. T believe from my personal acquaintance
with the men and their conduct during their thirteen years imprisonment that no one can reasonably doubt
that if set at liberty they would become good citizens. 1 candidly believe that their punishment has ac-
complished all which canbe accomplished by a continuance of the same punishment, and so far as I can
judge, this is the opinion of a large majority in the community where I live. With regard to Robert
Younger | have a word to say in particular, T understand he is afflicted with an incurable disease and is
rapidly hastening towards death. This must be known to your honor and the state authorities generally,
and T helieve it would be nnmerciful in the highest degree to continue his punishment down to deaths door-
I see nothing that the state can gain by prolonging his punishment, and nothing that it can lose by permit~
tinge him to return to hishoms to die with his friends which is only a poor privilege at best.
With much respect, [ am yours very truly and sincerely,

G. W. BATCHELDER.



- From Capt, J. A. Reed, Ex-Warden State Prison.
Hon. Wm. R, Merriam Gov. of Minn.

I was warden of the Minnesota State Prison at the time the Younger Bros. were convicted and for
ten years thereafter, and I cheerfully testify to their good conduct during that time. I never had occasion to
even reprimand them for they were always obedient and gentlemanly, they have now served more than an
average length of time for a Life Prisoners. Believing as I do that the ends of justice do not require longer
imprisonment, and that they would settle down to b good citizens if liberated, and that long imprisonment
is telling on them as it will upon all long term prisoners, and that mercy is not strained in asking for the
release of those that are worthy but rather that humanity requires it. I join with their friends in peti-
tioning your excellency to grant clemency and pardon them.

Very Respectfully,
J. A. REED,

Froimn Horace W. Pratt, Ex-President State Agricultural Society, §e.,
Minneapolis.

Minneapolis, Minn., June 26, 1889.
To His Excellency, Gov. W. R. Merriam:
Dear Sir:

I desire to add my testimony to what I believe to be a growing sentiment of the people of
this state. That in the case of the Younger Brothers that the law has been vindicated and that mercy
should now actuate you in considering their application for the exercise of the pardoning power on your
part. 1think that such pardon would be received by the people as a just and merciful act, and I most car-
nestly ask that you pardon them. Thirteen years of most exemplary prison conduct should bear its reward.
I sincerely hope you will be able to see your way to do this act of mercy.

Yours Very Truly,
HORACE W. PRATT.

From Dr. Clark of Stilliwater.

Stillwater, Minn,, June 24th, 1889,
Dear Sir:

I have known Robert Younger ever since he has been confined in the Minnesota State’s
Prison and have examined him repeatedly during that time especially during the last few months. [ haye
no hesitancy in stating that it is my professional opinion that he is in the last stage of Acute Phthisis (quick
consumption) and has but a comparatively few days to live, while he may possibly live sixty days he is
liable to dic at any moment from heart failure. His release from Prison would not prolong his life, but
wotuld no doubt add to the comfort of his few remaining days. I most heartily wish that you would exer-

cise your prerogative in his behalf and allow him to die among his friends.

Respectfully Yours,
To His Excellency Gov. Wm. R. Merriam. I.. C. CLARK.



From B. G. Yuales, one of the Captors of the Youngder Brothers.

Hon. Governor W. R. MERRIAM, St. Paor, Mixx., Juvy 15, 1889.
State Capitol, St. Paul, Minn. :
Dear SIR :

Perhaps T ought to beg pardon in advance, for a second time addressing you on this subject, but
my deep interest in the matter, and a feeling after a visit to the prison, that I have not donme all that I
might do to secure the release of Bob. Younger, at least, is my excuse.

It is usnal, I believe to grant some days of grace for good behavior to the worst eriminals and set
them free before their sentence has fully expired, this it would seem, is all that can now be done for this
man Robert I am well aware of the unreasoning prejudice in some quarters against clemency for these
men, but is it not a fact that they are now in prison because of crimes rimor has it they committed in
other states and in other times of which they are probably innocent; at least these things have never been
proved against them, and [ envy not the man whose heart is so callioused to all the better instincts of
humanity, who would begrudge Bob Younger the few diuys of life probably left to him. And believe Mr.
Governor, while [ went out with horse, guns and clerks (closing my place of business) after these men,
none of us having the slighest intention of bringing them in alive, I would now rather take a pardon from
your excellency to thew, especially to Bob, than have a present of One Thousand Dollars.

Very respectfully,
B. G. YATES,

From M. D. Flower, formerly Adjutant General of Minnesota.

St. Pavn, Mixn., Jury 17, 1889,
To His ExcerLency, W, R. MERRIAM:

Governor of Minnesota:

Believing, as I do, that the ends of justice have been fully sustained in the inecarceration for the
past thirteen y ears, of the Younger Brothers in our state prison, and further believing that the object and
intent of the la w in punishing malefactors is to correct and restrain eriminal action, and being fully con-
vineed that in the case of the Younger Brothers who have been punisked by imprisonment in our peniten-
tiary for so many years that the majesty of the law has been fully vindicated and that no furtner good m
the form of precedent can be attained by further punishment. I most unhesitatingly urge that you will feel
fully justified in exereising the executive clemency which the law authorizes, and that you may feel justified
in pardoning the three brothers, which [ am fully convinced the people of Minnesota by a large majority
would gladly endorse, if opportunity were afforded.

[ am convineced that no citizen of this state believes for a moment that these men if liberated, will
live other than correct lives for the remainder of their days. [ am sure no interest of the state, nor of
society, nor of humanity can be subserved by further punishment of these men —this being true they may
well be permitted to end their lives outside of our prison. [ trust you my see this matter in the light

herein undicated and grant the pardon sought. !
Sincerely,

M. D. FLOWER.

From Hon. D M. Sabin, Ex-Senutor of the United States.

StiLLwaTER, MINN., JUNE 24th, 1889,
To His Excellency Gov. Merriam:
Dear Stk :

My observation of the conduct of the Younger Brothers during their confinement last thirteen
years, leads me to the conclusion that the ends of justice in their case have beed fully met, and their further
confinement can in no way benefit the public generally, either in this state or elsewhere.

I have no hesitaney in placing myself on record in recommending unqualifiedly their pardon, and
sincerely trust your excellency may see your way clear to grant their prayer.

Very respectfully,
D. M. SABIN.



From W. M. Campbell, United States Marshal.

To His Excellency, St. Pavr, Mixn., JuLy 3d, 1889,
The Governor of Minnesota,
Dear Stk :

Having been requested to join with the many of the worthy citizens of our state in recommending
to your Excellency the exercise of the gubernatorial perogative in extending clemenecy to the Younger
Brothers now confined in the state penitentiary at Stillwater, and having given the matter as close and
conscientious a consideration as is possible for me to do, I have reached the conclusion to join with Ex-
Governor W. R. Marshall and the many other worthy gentlemen who are now urgently recommending such
action on your part, and for the following among other reasons: That upon the theory that confinement
in prison is for the punishment of erime, then these men have been sufficiently punished. They have been
confined until they are utterly broken down, both in health and spirit, and one of them, Robert, whom T
saw three weeks ago, is surely dying. He can not possibly survive many months, probably not many
weeks. Upon the theory that confinement is for the protection of society, then no additional good can be
accomplished by further confinement, for in their present diseased and broken econdition, it would be
impossible for them to re-engage in the habits of their early life, even if they wonld otherwise be inclined
to do so, while it is well established that they would now abhor such a thought as much as any good citi-
zen, And if upon, to my mind the better theory, that punishment by imprisonment is not only for the
purposes above referred to, but more especially with a view to effect the reformation of offenders, then the
perfect good conduct of the Youngers from the first day of their incarceration, their genuine sorrow aud
repentance for their crime, and their undoubted determination to lead good lives for the time left them,
whether in or out of prison, as testified to by all who have had charge of them, and by all who have given
the matter their attention, leaves no room to doubt that so far as the reformation of these men is con-
cerned, that nothing more can be expected or desired.

I therefore respectfully sh mit, that under these eircumstances the exercise of your perogative to
relieve them from the extreme penalty of their sentence, will be a proper recognition of the principle of
tempering justice with merey, and that good condnet, sincere repentunce for wrong done, and positive re-
furmation should be encouraged and rewarded.

Very respectfully yours,

W. M. CAMPBELL.

From G. M. Sbymdw', of Stillwater.

StiLLwATER, MINN., JUNE 24th, 1889.
To His ExceLnexoy, Gov. W. R. MERRIAM :

DEear Sim :

[ understand that an effort is being made to secure a pardon for the Younger Brothers. [ have
been aequainted with them during their term of imprisonment and have always found them reliable in
every way. Most of the time were in the employ of our company. [ have good reason to believe that if
now pardoned they would lead honorable lives, and that their long term of imprisonment would seem to
satisfy the ends of justice and would therefore respectfully ask that they be pardoned if your excellency
could consistently grant the petition.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. M. SEYMOUR.



From General H. H. Sibley, Ex-Governor, §e.

St. PavL, Jovy 8rm, 1889,
His Excellency Wm. R. Merriam,
State Capitol, City.
Governor:

I feel it to be my duty to join in the appeal for pardon to the three conviets, known as the
Younger Brothers, who have been incarcerated in the State prison at Stillwater for the past thirteen years.
In so doing, I depart from the rule which has governed me, not to interfere with the course of justice, ex-
cept under very exceptional eircumstances.

Believing the ends of justice to have been fully answered by the long and severe punishment in-
flicted upon the convicts mentioned, and taking into consideration the excellent record made by them dur-
ing their confinement, I am persuaded that their release from further punishment, would be favorably re-
gurded by a majority of the people of the state, as an exercise of that comity towards a sister state, which
has appealed to your Excellency, throngh many of her high officials and other representative citizens,
to pardon these young men and restore them to their friends, guaranteeing that in such event, they will
prove to be law abiding ecitizens.

Minnesota has shown her power to punish malefactors, let her now manifest her magnanimity, by
opening the prison doors to the men who have so long suffered for a violation of her laws, and bid them
““go amd sin no more."

Respectfully submitted,

HENRY H. SIBLEY,

From. Mayor Smith, of St. Pawl.

St. PavL, Mixw., JuLy 17, 1889,
To His Excernexcy, W. R. MERRtAM:
Governor of Minnesota:
SIR :

[ desire to add my voice to the appeal now being so generally made for the pardon and liberation
of the Younger Brothers, at present undergoing sentence in the State penitentiary at Stillwater. While
feeling that nothing can be urged in mitigation of the erime for which they were convicted, 1 believe that
the thirteen years incarceration they have undergone; the uniform good conduct credited to them since
and during their confinement; the evidences of genuine sorrow and regret the brothers have repeatedly
given for the crime and the eonditions of youth, associations and influences which made them criminals;
together with the fact that one of the brothers is now at the point of death, will warrant that exercise of
¢lemency at your hands which will give these men an opportunity to pass the remainder of their lives
among their fellow men and, as free men, indeavour to retrieve in some measure their natural inheritence
—the right to freedom —which they sacraficed upon the altar of youthful indescretion, ignorance and pas-
sion.

[ am assured that competent aid and intelligence in abundance stands ready fo place and keep
these men in a position to demonstrate their sincerity and determination to do all that human beings can
do to prove their worthiness of the pardon which is so earnestly craved at your hands and, which I feel my-

self coustrained to supplicate for them.
I am Sir, with the highest esteem,

Very respectfully, ete.,
ROBERT A. SMITH,

Mayor.



From Harold I. Cleveland, Editorial writer on Pioneer Press.
St, Paul, July 13, 1889,

To His Excellency, the Gov. of Minnesota:
Sir:

I have been asked to be one of the many who are soliciting the pardon of the Younger brothers
at yourhand, T was present at Madelia when they were captured and have had a personal acquaintance
with them ever since. [ sincerely believe that they should be pardoned I know that their prison recordis
the hest and that in all the ways possible for them now to do so that they have given evidence of their
capacity tolead correct lives, It has been but recently that the prineiples of humanity have gained any con-
siderable foothold in the prisons of the world. Society is just accepting the new doctrine that the power to
punish is not possessed by it and that the powers of correction and restraint are the only true ones that it
can exercise in the control of eriminals. Believing as [ do that it has never been possible for the state of
Minnesota to punish the Younger brothers but that it has restrained them until they are now competent to
De restored to citizenship, I sign this appeal most cheerfully, Especially do I ask you to consider the case
of Robert Younger, who standing on the threshold of death, deserves by every principle of mercy the clem-

ency you can extend. Yours respectfully,
HAROLD I, CLEVELAND.

From John Bressett, Capt. of Police.
St. Paul, July 18, 189,
His Excellency Wm. R. Merriam.
I desire to add my voice to the appeal for the pardon and liberation of the Younger brothers,

now under sentence in the Penitentiary at Stillwater. ~ Respectfully,
JOHN B. BRESSETT,

Capt. of Police.

: From Chief of Police, Clark. '
St. Paul, July 18, 1889.

His Excellency, Wm. R. Merriam:
I desire to add my voice to the appeal now being made for pardon and liberation of the Younger
Bros., now under sentence in the penitentiary at Stillwater. I am, with respect, &c.,

JOHN CLARK,
Chief of Police.



From Mayor Durant, of Stillwater.

STiLLwATER, MINN., JUNE 24th, 1889,
Hox. W. R, MErRiaM,

(GOVERNOR :

Prominent citizens of the State of Missouri called upon me today, requesting that I should address
you relative to Cole, Robert and James Younger, now confined in the State Prison. The history of these
men is one with which the entire state is familiar. The cerime committed, the convietion that followed.
Thirteen years has elapsed since then.

The subjects of this letter have been in confinement in accordance with the sentence imposed.
Lapse of time coupled with a record of good conduct and the example set by them to others in confinement
has won the friendship and respect of the state officers in whose custody they have been placed. I think
punishment to be effective should be salutary. The liberation of the Younger Brothers granted on account .
of their good conduct during confinement will certainly stimulate convicts to conduct themselves in such
manner as may conduce to lessen the term of imorisonment imposed on econviction.

I believe that ordinarily it is best that persons under sentence for a long term should have
reasons to hope that by fully ohserving the regulations of prison discipline and uniform, proper demeanor
toward officers, guards and overseers of the prison, the term for which they were sentenced may be short-
ened by executive elemenecy.

The conduct of the Younger Brothers during the long time they have been inmates of the prison
has Leen not only of material advantage to the inmates of the prison, but has added a feeling of security to
the prison management. The only question to be considered, in my opinion is this: Has the law been
sufficiently vindicated? Can any good be attained by a longer period of imprisonment of these men?
Will not the fact that (in case) executive clemency is exercised in their behalf on account of the reasons
adduced above, act as an incentive to others in confinement for violation of law.

I think the community of Stillwater who are fully conversant with the history of erime committed
and the condnct of the Younger Brothers during confinement feel, that the punishment, viz: Thirteen
vears confinement within prison walls, considering the disposition on their part to attone for the crime com-
mitted by thirteen years comfinement and a life of good conduet without a parallel in the prison’s history
has been sufficient.

Many prominent men in our state feel and have so expressed themselves, that it would be proper
to extend to these men a pardon. This feeling is based on the belief that these men will by their future
lives set an example more valuable than police surveillance in any community in which they may make
their future homes provided, they are restored to the right of citizenship.

Very respectfully,

E. W. DURANT.

From Liberty Hall, formerly FEditor of Glencoe Regisler, Minn., and
State I'rison Inspector,
Gov. W R. Merriam, Kaxsas Ciry Mo., June 24, 1889,

St. Paul, Minn. :

My Dear Sin:

I read in yesterday's Kansas City ““Times"” a dispatch from Stillwater, Minn., stating that a
special effort was being made to secure the pardon of Robert Younger. I write simply to say that from
what I learned of Bob’s personal character as a man and his record as a prisoner while acting as inspector
of that State’s Prison, and also from what I have learned of his history as a boy since I came to this state,
from his old neighbors and schoolmates, I sincerely believe that justice and humanity both demand his re-
lease. But you will hear all the arguments in his favor better than I can state them. If I held the pardon-
ing power, I should consider, first, the fact that he was only a good-sized infant at the time of the North-
field raid; second, that he has already served a life conviet's life-time—nearly thirteen years—without a
seratch to blot the record of his good conduet; and, third, the condition of his health and the almost
absolute certainty that, if retained in prison, he cannot live but a few months ; together with the proba-
bility that, if liberated now, he will have but a little time to remain with his friends.

Yours traly,
LIBERTY HALL.



From Rev. J. H. Albert, Protestant Chaplain State Prison.
Stillwater, Minn., June 24, 1889,
To the Hon. Wm. R. Merriam, Gov, of the state of Minn,
Sir:

In as much as a petition is about to be presented to your excelleney praying the pardon of the
Younger brothers, Coleman, James and Robert, I desire to be one of those so praying, and for the follow-
ing reasons: I believe the past has been fully atoned for, that no interest of society or justice will be con-
served by their further punishment, and that if released they will be honorable, law-abiding and useful cit-
izens, I am, respectfully,

J. H. ALBERT,
Protestant Chaplain Minnesota State Prison,

From Capt. Ara Barton, Sherifi' of Rice County.
Morristown, June 21, 1889.
Hon. Wm. R. Merriam, Gov. of Minn,
Dear Sir:

I take the liberty of writing you a line asking you to pardon the three Younger brothers
now confined in the prison at Stillwater, from what I know of them I am sure they would be good christian
citizens if they had their liberty. I think for Minnesota to capture the boys and keep them and
make good men of them and return them to their friends and state, would be a great feather in the cap of
Minnesota and of its governor that dare to do right though the heavens fall and will be the governor that the
people will stand by. From what I know of the feeling of the people of the state I think they are of the opin-
ion that the boys ought to have their liberty. If you cannot sce it in that light, for God's sake pardon
Robert and let his aunt and sister take him home to be with his friends what few days he has to stay on
carth, Yours truly,

ARA BARTON.

From Rev. Father Muwrphiy, Chaplain of the Prison.
To His Excellency, W. R, Merriam, Gov. state Minn,
My dear Gov.:

Asked by the friends of the Younger boys to express to your excellency my opinion
as to the advisability of extending to them an act of clemency in the matter of their pardon. I most
gladly take this occasion to say that such an act is well merited by a model prison life of more than a doz-
en years, I do not imagine that their pardon will in any way defeat justice, and [ am not of the opinion
that we should pursue the wrong doer in a spirit of vengeance. [ have the honor to sign myself.

Your excellency's most humble servant,
Stillwater, Minn., June 29, 1889. M. E. MURPHY.



From A. K, Doe, Prison Inspector, Stillwater.
Stillwater, Minn., June 24, 1889.
Hon, Wm. R. Merriam, Gov.
Sir;

It is a well known fact which I need not assume to inform you of| that at least ciminal laws are
created and enforced for the protection of society, and so soon as such enforcement has consummated the
end of such laws they should be suspended in relation to individual convicts suffering under them, by ex-
ecutive clemency or other agencies that will insure a freedom of persecution from such laws. I am per-
suaded that the crimes for which Messrs. Cole, James and Robert Younger are now, in my opinion, being
persecuted, were the result of circumstances rather than, at any stage of their career, of confirmed crimin-
als. Personally and officially I have known these men not less than ten years, and it needs no assurance
of mine to you, that while they have been inmates of the State Prison here their deportment has been
faultless. I am willing to place myself on record for an unequivocal pardon for these men, feeling abso-
lutely certain that the ends of justice in reference tothem has been fulfilled. I hope executive clemency
will follow and that these men may receive an absolute pardon. I believe the cause of humanity demands
this, and that thinking people will endorse your favorable action.

1 am, very respectfully,
A. K. DOE.

From Hon. Win. Warner, Ex-member of Congress, Kansas City, Missouri.
(NoTi.—Maj. Warner was to have joined Col. E. F. Rogers and other gentlemen from Missouriin a personal appeal to the governor for

the pardon of the Younger brothers, but his public duties as commissioner with Gen. Crook and Ex-Goy. Foster of Ohiu, to treat with the
Sioux, prevented his coming to 5t, Paul. Maj. Warner was elected at the last National encampment commander in chief of the G. A. R.)

Crow Creek Agency, Dak., July 8, 1889.
Dear Colonel Rogers:

Your favor of 28th June did not reach me until this morning, after the time you re-
quested me to meet you at St. Paul. But if [ had received it in time it would have been impossible for me
to have left my work here. You will please say that I am deeply interested in the success of your mis-
sign. % ¥ * Your friend,

WM. WARNER.

From Ex-Gov. T. T. Crittenden of Missour,
[Extracts from letter to Ex-Gov. W, R. Marshall.]
Kansas City, Mo., June 5, 1889.
My dear sir:
However pleasant it would be for me to go to St. Paul, at this time it is impossible
I sincerely hope that Robert Younger will be pardoned, for when God lays his hand upon a man, then we
should remove ours. In fact I sincerely hope that the others will be pardoned also * * * T wish
that T could be associated with you in securing the release of these men (no one has had a fiercer struggle
with outlawry than myself, it is today an absolute thing of the past in Mo.)
Very truly yours,
THOS. T. CRITTENDEN,

#* #* *




From David Day, of St. Paul.
“  William Lee, &

St. Pavr, Mixx., Juuy 2d, 1889.
Hox. W. R. MErriAM, GOVERNOR :

My Dear Sig:

At the time of the incarceration of the Younger Brothers in the state prison at Stillwater, I was
an officer of that institution, and necessarily became acquainted with them, and have since that time in-
quired diligently into their history, and the circumstances connected with the crime committed by them
and their confederates at Northfield.

The result of these inquiries is to convince me that at this time, the ends of justice have been ac-
complished upon them, in the wounds they have received in their capture, and their imprisonment, and
that to detain them longer in confinement is simply wreaking vengeance npon men who have been pecu-
liarly unfortunate in their lives from cirgumatances over which they have never had control.

I am absolutely certain that if they are restored to liberty they will hereafter make good citizens,
and live a life of quiet usefulness Their ease is one of the last remaining reminders of the late war
between the states, and it seems to me that it is a great privilege to you, as the Governor of Minnesota to
make this contribution to the settlement of one of the most lamentable phases that that struggle left to the
American people, by granting them the pardon the law invests you with.

Should you desire I should be pleased to give you in detail the reasons why I think that in their
case the ends of justice have been accomplished, and that they are now entitled to that merey which the
law invests in the executive of our siate. Doubtless they have grievously sinned, but doubtlessly they
have grievously suffered for it, and are entitled to that mercy that we all hope to receive for our trans-
gressions.

I am now glad to be counted, as one who publicly advocates, and desires to be known as an advo-
cate of the pardon of the Younger Brothers.

Very truly yours,
DAVID DAY.

I fully endorse the views expressed by Dr. Day in the above letter.
WILLIAM LEE.

From Juwdge Bulits, former Prison. Inspector, 53'{:."'i

StiLLwaTer, MinN., June 24th, 1889,
His Exceiiexcy, W. R. MERRIAY :

I most cheerfully join in the request for a full and free pardon of the Younger Brothers, now con-
fined in our state prison.

From an intimate acquaintance with the boys ever since their confinement I can say, I have no
doubt but that they would make good and law abiding citizens if restored to liberty. They have been

punished long enough  To negleet to give them an opportunity to redeem their former conduct looks like
vindictive punishment.

I believe the better sentiment of the state will sustain you on an act of clemency in their behalf.
Very truly Yours,
E. G. BUTTS.
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Roland H.Hartley,Esq.,

Sec'y.Board of Pardons,

St.Paul,Minn.

My Dear Sir:- Enclosed herewith I hand you letters and petition
in behalf of the Younger Bros. pardon. These papers were sent 1o me
with a request that I file them,but they were mislaid in my office among
other papers and I just came across them yesterday.

Please file them with balance of papers in your office,and greatly

Very truly yours,
Wardez.

oblige
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OFFICE: 110 SOUTH MAIN STREET.
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LAW OFFICE OF = NOTARY IN OFFICE.
Hu ﬁ- JONESo ) a
_ PLEASANTHILL, Mo,

Juilp lst 1B97.
Hon, H-'?hry W‘u-.i 5T, |
:tihw‘*-u-ambﬁim
Danr ;-;‘11*:—‘_17@1:;'"‘% ::;1' 29t Juane just to hand and vaplging to seame will say
that T am of the opiuion that your ides ot allowing th2 papesrs to have
their say is zlrigh.I have been thinking for some time that that would
be the prosprt course to persue,and I am giad that you have deotermiuned
to tave it dole.All the papers in the matter are in the hands of Cap -
Ewonongh, axcapt the ons petition herawith esnclosed which I find 1 have
I though until T began to lock that I had severali of our letters aud
other papers pnt © find that I have leit them with Cap Bronough, vt I

have written him by this mail to send every thing to you at onuce winich

he will do.We wiil bLe there ovu the wmorning oi tha 7th.

kespect tully. % W )




Boord o& Sondows.
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To His RBxeellency,
The Hon, Xnute Nelson
Governor of the State of Minnesota,
Bir:

We, the undersigned members of the 37th General Assembly of
Missouri, most respectfully ask at your hands the pardon of Goleman
Younger, James Younger, now econfined in the State's prison at
Stillwntcf.

Wo do this for the following reasonst

1“-. They have now becen in the penitentiary very neariy
seventeen years,

Bnd, Duri ng this entire period their behavicr has been so
exeellat as to win not alone the respect but the perfeet confie
dence of the prison auﬁwritioa..

3rd, Revery intention of the law has been fulfilled in this

a

that tne punisiment for the violation of it has been ample and
wloto‘a .

4th, If restored again to freedom almost the entire population
of this state would stand security as a mass t( their becoming lawe
abiding, peaceful, upright and worthy eitizens, ,

5the To a certain extent they are the last vietims of the

- eival war, having been sc unfortunate as to live upon the border

at a time when bad blood was hottest and evil passions most fully
muuﬁ.

6th, Despite whatever may have been said to the contrary,
those of the three who were in the Confederate army were always
mereiful in combat and also in vietory, If they eould be reached
hundreds of gallant Federal soldiers would speak out toeday and
bear generous testimony to the truth of the declarations herein

made,



7ths Your petitioners are of all polities, md of either
military aer;iu-. They simply come to you as one united whole
asking for thei® pardon in the name of mercy'and lmmlnity.. In so
doing your petiticners will ever pray far your health, happiness
and high fur ﬂdmoféﬁnﬁ“ﬁ"' 545 i)
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UNITED STATES SENATE.

Washington, D. C.,

June 6,1898,

Gove David B. Clough,

8t.- Paul, Mianesots.

Dear Sir:i:--
I learn there is a movement on foot to
secure the pardon of Cole Younger and his brother,

who are now eonfined in your State Penitentiary.

'I need not make any reference to the time he has
'served or to his good econduct as a eonviet. 1 knew

Cole Younger when a boy, and his family before him.

He came of good stock, and it was a matter of sur-

prise that he should have done what he dida., 1 ré&el

especially indebted to him, because during the war

I fell into the hands of the enemy and Cole Younger,
1 think, saved ny life, and for this and his good
character when I knew him, and the standing of his
family, 1 feel 1 can take the liberty of asking such
executive elemeney as eould be extended under the

cireumstanees.

Very truly yours,
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