MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

From the collections of the Minnesota Historical
Society: Minnesota Board of Pardons Pardon
Applications. To request permission for anything
beyond personal use, contact MHS.

www.mnhs.org



THE WILLARD
KY. HOT .







Tc the Hon Members of the State Board of Pardons,

| of The State of Minnesota,St Baul Minn:

Gentleman Sirs:-

We the undersigned residents of the Village of Howard Lake,Wright
; Gounty MIinNsscteE, ana o the' country adjesent to said Howard Leke;hereby
| respectfully protest apainst,the granting of a pardon to Gole Younger
and James Younger,"or either of them",now serving life sentences in
“ the States Prison at Stillwater Minn,and we do heveby respeetfully pe-
tition you that you refuse to grant the petition of saia Younger Brothers

l for their said pardon.
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J. W. MASON. C. I, HILTON.

OFFIOE OF

MASON & HILTON,

Attornoys at Law,

July loth 1897,

FERGUS FALLS, MINN.

Hon.H.W.Childs,Att'y General,
St .Paul ,Minn.

Dear Siri-=- -
I hope I commit no impropriety in addressing

vou on the asubject of pardon for the Younger brothers. It seems
to me that much which has been said on both sides is based on con-
sidgerations which should not enter into the case. The real
question to be considered,as I ;iew it,is: What effect on society
in genaral,will this pardon produce? The notariety of the
parties,the crime,and the efforts to set them free,have created
unusual publieity; and the effect of a pardon,or the refaaal of =a
pardon, cannot be measured by the results in the ordinary case.
Their case and the efforts for their release,are axtrzordinary in
all their bearings. The degree of punishment ianfliected by h
the state on criminels,is the result of publie sentiment,which var-
ies at different times, Prior to the commission of the offense
for which the Youngers ave imprisoned,opinion in this state hed Tre-
ceded from the death penalty,except under such circumstances as
practically operated in its abandonment. The Youngers' offense,
more than anything elSE,Ehanged that scntiment to a demand for the
death penalty in cases of murder.
Ir. my opinion it does not make so nucn difference in deterring

erime at what the pariicular punishment may bhe fixed. I beliesve
the greatest deterrent is in the fact that the punishment,whatever

it may be,is certain to follow the commission of a crime.




Jo W, MASON. C, L. HILTON.

GFFICE OF

MasonN & HiILTON,
Attarnays at Law,

FERGUS FALLS, MINN. 2
When this is not so,and & feeling exists that crime will not
ve punished; that offenders will escepe either through technicalitmi
of the law,or false sympathy on part of juries,or those in whom the
pardoning power is vested,then arises a tendency for reople to take
the punishment of crime into their own hands,when society hecomes
a worse criminal than the one accused. If punishment always
followed crime,there would be no lynechings, The ecertainiy of the
law's operation created a respect for law, Now,what will be
the effect,cenerally,of & pardon for the Youngers? I believe it
will wreete a distrust in the efficiency of the law,and be used as
an excuse for acts of violence on part of those d@isposed to sum-
marily deal with those sccused of grave crimes.
T am conscious of no personal bias against the Younger brothemn.

T think they are paying the penalty of the law for erime cum=
mitted,and I would rather see fthem pay that penalt in full,than to
gee the mercy of a pardon made an excuse for erime more dangerous
than that for which they are being punished. Tn fact,I believe
that their pardon will encourage lynching in this state; that its
influence will be felt for years;and that thet influence,whatever
it may be,will not be to deter crime.

I heve no doubt that your kindness of heart inelines you to

mercy, That sentiment does you honor,but there arc graver consir-

erations put upon you by virtue of your office. Whatever action
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Hon David M.Clough
rag ﬁ%ui Minn. Ioo Pineap pla st Brooklyn, N.Y.

July 8.1897.
Dear Sir,=-

A telegram to the New York Herald, dated at St.Paul, July 2.
1897,~- says that Cole and James Younger, who have been confined in the
Stillwater prison twenty-one years for robbery and murder, are about to
make a formal application for pardon. The telegram goes on to say =
Cole Younger, having studied for the ministry in his youth- will no doubs
in the event of his release, take up the calling of a preacher.

As your Honor well knows, this Nerthficld case is only one of
the very many crimes committed by these men.

In 1874, after the Gad's Hill train robbery (in Missouri) my
husband, Capt.Louis J.Lull with W.J.Whicher and man named Wright, went
from Chicago, after the James and Younger Brothers. One week after
they left the- Chicago, Whicher was murdered by the gang near Indepen-
dence, Mo., and a week later, my husband, in company with Sheriff Dan-
iels of Osceola, Mo. was surprised by the Youngers. In the battle !
which followed, John Younger and Sheriff Daniels were killed, James
Younger was wounded, he bears the scars of that wound to-day, and my
husband was shot through the body.

Four days afterwards I reached my husband, in Roscoe, Mo. and
remained with him until his death, May 6.1874,

I protest against the releasa of these men. I have always been
glad they were not hung, for I do not beleive in capital punishment, but
these men have no claim to anything but a justly measured penalty.

Mercy does not consist in giving ruffians a free rein. There can be no
mercy to the community by so doing, for it would simply mean a greater
increase of evil and evil doers. The fact that these men had more than
ordinary ‘advantages in their youth, only makes their eriminal 1life seem

more terrible. I know to-day thers are many people who beleive that im-
muni ty?crime is more merciful than repression of it, but it is one of
the strangest delusions ever fathered by false sentiment. Pity is for
the victims of the wrong, not for the perpetrators of it, just as pun-
ishment is for the perpetrators and not for the victims. If the thief
and the violent will not let other people alone they have to be deprived
of the freedom which they use only against inherent rights and to be
shut up in places where such acts are impossible. Their loss of liberty
of course, is more than unpleasant, but the person and time to consider
it were the culprit and the era before the crime, not the community and
the era after the crime.

It will be time enough to pardon these men who passed their
younger days in the commission of crimes that blackened the name of the
State to which they belonged, when the mothers, sisters and widows of g
their victims unite in asking for such pardon, Have you the name of .
one of these victims on the petition now being circulated, with a view
to obtaining such pardon?

And once more, I the widow of one of their victims, who was
well known in Chicago, as a of the& highest character, a member of
Blair Lodge, 393, F. and A.M.,, protest against a pardon being granted
to these men or to either of them.

I am, very respectfully

i, | AT Al






/ﬁ/// /44/7 iy M&,
f/?/.?/zx(/c,/ vy VL//fiL(x. 7{4:,1,9
Zp{w/@f(’r/fv—&ﬁ/ﬂ{&/d /4%%
/’ﬂ, 497//// P! /wmﬂ
.éf///f% Py %/ ﬁ//”/a/ya z@ﬂ,

2E7Z .

/f;//;{

f‘

, '; /777////& '

)//Wf" fhre

ﬂ//ﬂ/z/
z78
7\
A %/ ﬂﬁ;;}ﬂ ; A

W /W 22 M”///WJ—{
a?Lm //”"’M
fﬁ
% Amé’ L2l .
/M,/ﬂé"/mw
&é”/m& /i/f//’/’%“‘”?
0 & *'WW

M R, RS

|

%f/ /é/ W?’?O/
%ﬁm‘cl % é
2y

ﬂv% ,4240»47/
L Jrrdilen & /, m/JM
/24,, /;;z'»«/—/‘mﬁf/ W,a/'

/MP /‘ . M;% /WW /ffw, e

e //7‘%// 2 s %WA
Dl fo 77

%?f,/ 72[/;2‘ 771 / J/%f"f’%

%/ﬁa éémﬁv

%/;;@;;

| %;ym/%;ém//wfﬁ/ m/%/

% It 77;%/77%// 3 /f //xaﬁzé}/




- i 5
=23 7 Wﬂ/‘z——-
% 77

i
A

=7

L :/3'*/ Z2- PP ,4»:’.-1_
Wy >
P77

ertbegs
/%if/ Loy [Pt
Korer

7%

pa
/el
oozl
ﬁ;ﬂﬁz/

.m?/*?‘

—

VT
W/

7
o7

, pet L2t
€

S

Frss W orom

Wi, ol £o0l

: f/

v

Y et 1. S At Ao

W 2 Wffé/ﬁ%/ %y/?:f%

| /W
157
%rz 2 ~ /ﬁb ,&/ﬁ)&%’? /&a’f

.; %ﬁo Wweo //Z// LA /;/a./
! 212G

M{] e, “1’747/;//0 /%?w,g/;//ﬂ%/j?/
Zizz/// 7),./(/,., \r-(/ /2{;{; y‘?/z;/

Core. ri/“ 17 X P f-/a’cf—/f/
%"/ﬂﬁﬂw OWT 2~ %/// /7f/ /,7/

/yzz MM/&/)‘W 5””3) pranole 2o

977 L Wﬁ'ﬁ// WM%#Z:?‘?
V" /// v ’«’./z 7 Wf// p«-’em Z 7&;;,
5@*7 V“cz’/f’f'// Z%V‘* !Dycf/fééﬁ//z/n
W %/7/377’7 // 7%//74’/&/7? Mo
%/ P /27{‘%7’;//7(/ /ﬁ,{?‘?fﬁ % oa

VA /
/2’4{//}5/ f/z/u._

’L/L %Wm /f(t'lﬁfz-ﬂg

730 Py W 97t 4‘&24}?7%%—



PAID IN CAPITAL

CHARLES ﬁmbns&%ug .%m'ar;,z_r SURPLUS.
G NS CLUNEY, Gt vatent: $1150,000. $650.000.

LOGAN TOMPHKINS.. &+ Cashior
C.S.CONE, 2ust . #s*Cachior

% | /?/////)}////// /A,

e o o
/#////// // July 10th,1897,

Mp, F. W. Anderson,
St. Paul, Minn,

Dear Sir:-
I see there is an effort to gei the Younger paviy pardoned. Now it seems

to me the deliberate preparation of a scheme to rob a bank,commencing it with a

threat to murder,and finally ending with murder,should have met,as its punishment
death, If your laws were so made that this penalty could not be visited then the

life punishment ought not to be changed. The only safety of many banks in small

cities and towns must be the fear of punishment and while I do not feelzsengeful "
yet I am for the enforcement of laws and for making the way of the tramsgressors
hard, Living at all,is all these men who set out on & raid of robbery and murder
ought to expect. I trust they may serve out their time,and tha® the gcod people of
Minnesota,who want life guadded will go against the pardon,

This i not intended for publicetion,but 1 wish you would give the ideas

to the Board of Pardons and the Governor,as being the sentiments of a greatl many

good citizens ouiside of Minnesota.

Yours respectfully,
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FRED. BLOOM,

DEALER IN

General Merchandise.
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