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e

has introduced a hill in ﬂ&p ata

cﬂn 5 been :].,t'
which will practically effect the"? b

doning of the Younger brothers, it it

becomes a law.

“It is to amend the parole law of this
state so that prisoners sentenced for lifo
and who may have served over 20 years in
prison, with a good prison record, may be
granted a parole, llmitiess as to geographi-

1 restrictions.
ca“rhese paroles may be Issued by the
board of prison managers, and in the case
of the Youngers would ailow them to return
to Missouri, or any other state, and from
there, of course, they could not be brought
back without extmdlﬂon papers.

“The ordinary parole requires the prisoner
to remain within the boundaries of this

state.
“The bill went to the (ommlttee on state's

is and reformatory
pr\&?g E'-.‘:-pe the bill will pass. The two

Younger brothers have served twenty-
three years in the Stillwater peniten-
tiary, and have an excellent record for
conduct in the prison. Since they were
convicted nearly one hundred “lifers”
have been pardoned—some after serv-
ing only three or four years. But there
was no mercy for the Youngers. Their
offense was that they robbed a BANK!
That was “the sin against the Holy
Ghost!"” For that there was to be no
pardon In this world or the next. If
they had simply killed a man  they
would have been pardoned long ago;
but rob a bank! Mankind held up its
hands with indignant horror!

And yet there ars “shaving shops”
in Western Minnesota, called banks, that
have plundered the people worse than
all the Youngers that ever lived.

The Youngers come of a gcod family
in Missouri; but they reached manhood
in the midst of a terrible civil war, when
all the worst passions of the human
heart were let loose. The horrors of
that conflict in Western Missouri have
never been written and probably never
will be.

The crimes of the Youngers were”‘dt"{
legitimate outgrowth of -tbut  awful
epoch, whon- tie Hand of brothér was

~ raised against brother, and the midnfg&r.
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—The aneapoi:s Journal says Judge

Start was responsible for the failure to

pardon the ]Qunsers and that he made
friends by it.

and that he could make friends bv such an
act we cannot belieye -——[ackson Republic.

The Judge will not again be re-
sponsible. Turn those old men

out and allow them to go home to |

die.

- While striving to escape after the
‘Northfield robbery they encountered in
‘the woods near Mankato, a farmer,
looking for his cows. They saw he

recognized them and would spread the
news, and they would _be cap-
tured., Jesse James, who was of the
party, proposed that they kill him for
thelr own safety. The Youngers objected-
and declared” they would defend him
with their lives. Jesse then advocated
gagging the prisomer and tying him to
a tree in the forest. Cole Younger said
this would be worse than killing him
outright—as he might starve to death.
Upon tihis the party split up, the Jameses
going southwest and escaping, while the
Youngers and their followers went to-
wards Madella. The latter, however,
made the farmer swear that he would
never tell he had met them; and he
showed his gratitude for his life by
putting the pursuers on their tracks;

and t.hey were soon overtaken and cap- !
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. Let this good act be remembered ‘in
their favor now. “They deserved pun-
ishment, and they have expiated. (heir
.crime: by twentxut.hr:go_ years o__!_ a_ liv-
lng death. © .

Let them go ba.ck to their own State
—t.hey are old men now—and employ
tha few remaining years of thelir lives

e do oot believe Judge |
Start is a vindictive man, but is a just one |
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“ There s quite a little opposition|
on thepart of tlg!e state press to the*’
proposed pu&‘duu of the Younger

brothers. These men have been cqn-|
fined in prison twenty-two yearm
and their conauct has been faultlesa
as prisoners all' this time. They ;
are well along in years and if releas-
ed wounld not return to their old
ways. In these days the object of
imprisonment is not for revenge, but
for reformation, and since no oune be-
lieves they would resume their crim-
mal practlees there can be no valid
objectiun to giving them a taste of |

liberty in the evening of their lives. |
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-—We w;n;_éompelled to have
_two pac’kages, each weighing scant | |
41% pounds, sent from Minneapo-
lis last week, upon which we- paid
35 cents expressage for each pac:- .
age. If this is not nighway rob-

‘bery then cmmt tiie.&unger gang

“saints. ™ SERET
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senteuca'mm 3 énaed under parole

after serving hwenty years. Thisbillis

taken by some to be a scheme for the

liceration of the Younger brothers who

have served nearly or quite a quarter of
. a century, and hence they oppose it. It
. seems to the Free Press that if the bill
i3 properly gnarded it is a most meri-|
torious one and in the interests of hu-
manity and reform. There is no ques-
tion but that if the measnre should be-
come a law,the Younger brothers would,
be released under parole, but we see no;
reason wiy they should be excepted. In
commenting upon the measure the Min-
neajolis Tribune says that “‘so long as
the blood of the murdered Heywood
cries from the ground for vengeance,
no member of the James gang will ever

receive pardon or 'parole with the con-
sent of the majority of the people of
Minnesota.” This may be regarded a
very good sentiment, perhaps by some
as Christian sentiment, but to us it
looks more like a sentimentof ven-
geance. There is no doubt but that
there are worse disposed men liberated
from prison every year, than are the
Younger brothers, and men who have

been confined there for crimes just as|
cold blooded, and for whom vengeance |
cries against release We did not sup-|

pose the sole design, or—even a small

part, of a prison in thisage of the world |

was for the purpose of wreaking _ven‘-
geance out upon criminals, but rat:h'ar
for reformatory purposes. When a nmn
goes up !or hfe a.nd serves twenty yws

“of ca.ses. 11 released ha will !.fvean hon
©est upnghl: life ra.t’her than reve:l: _p\g a
- life of crime. It isalsotrua thakthose

. who }uqe the manugementof the ’ﬂsdﬁ
- ‘and have t:loaely watchec'{ the-m
of such prisoners can ganerally 'rnad
them pretty cloge and tell whetha"?'
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not their reformahon is genuine.
_ merely “shammed.” = =
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The Free Press has no sentiment of y
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' prisoners. We believe that in theirlon '_
« residence at the Stillwater “prison’ they
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--ha.va not hnd a. blaclr 5

leased they would live the lives of
_eitizens. They would go bax.k to chin

“ awociations from Zwhat they mingl

~ with a quarter of .a century ago. I!
vengeance is what is wanted, it: woulf.
seem as though a quarter of a centur;
ought to fill the cup to the brim Bnt
the desire to keep them behind pma
doors is nothing but a senmment and a
gentiment not creditable to the greah
state of Minnesota, if the puarpose of
her institutions is to be of 8 ref

come a criminal throngh assocmtmns.
if yengeance is to be the watchword
that is to keep men behind prison bars.
How far have we progressed from the |
landmarks of the middle ages. if ven-
geance is what is to be meted out to
criminals, instead of the hope of re-
form? What of our boasted civiliza-
tion, if this is the spirit that is to still
control ns? |

England has a similar feature in her
laws regarding life prisoners who by
their conduct have shown evidence of
reformation and have had no marks
against them during their term, and it
it is said to work well.  Possibly there

would be instances where the parole |
would be broken; but We Délieve that

on the whole those who were accorded |«

the privilege of release on parole would
be careful to see that its provisions were

opposition to express on the Wilson
bill. It has no defence to offer on be-
half of the Youngers for their dastardly
erime of twenty-five years ago. Butit
is firm in the belief that nothing can be
gained by continuing thase - men.as-ie—
mates of the pemt.enhary unhl called
hither by the voice of God. So far as

gervitude ¢ can do, they have atoned for P
Mgt b= e e
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 are old men now with only a few yesra '
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tolive at the best. "It is now simply &
queatmn of humsnity ora question of
‘vengeance.. Had the Youngers notlived |-
nearly double the 'nﬁmher of years be;
hind prison bars that is allotted to the|:
average life prisoner, with a record for :
behavior that has not a single black
mark, we shonld feel differently, Asit],
is, wegen—hardly see how human in-
stinet§ can, nnder the circumstances,
demand Shylock’s last pound of ﬂaah/"
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For more than twenty years their con-

i mcarceramon can’t bring Cashier Hay-

woodmhfeordo ore 1o ayen I'.u
dea.th."' ‘. ot

Some of r.he (hbtrmt papers aeem I:o.

bad 1= o 3.

- I Th{ Younger boy ;ahould be released |
on paro. Minnesota prison,

: duct at the prison has been without afl

) flaw, and it is conceded by all that they |

| have long since repented of their mis- |
deeds in early life. Their continued |




_ GAZETTR ..
s STILLI’!‘TER Minn.

lace...

L, o isivininninssansnrassnpssbnabassansaseatestorserssseiresessstinsnnny

B 5 S 1899

.

THILE the?a“’"b-jife- there’s: hope..
n 1876 the Ybuugenarotﬁers,,cole,
AJimand B’ob’j‘f Ty unded up on
s unt.o?‘lihe J.-o bery of” ¥he ‘bank
at”Northfield, Minn.,¢ withm_ ‘& few
-days, End the trio sent. to ‘the state
prison for life. One of the boys—
‘Bob—has completed his sentence,
dying in prison herea few years
ago. The other two, Cole and Jim,
have been exemplary prisoners,
never having a mark against them.
They were _desperadoes, —were
members of a gang that
struck terror to.the heart, and de-
served punishment for: the crimes
gommltted against our laws. . They
‘were of the crowd that shot.the
fcashier of the bank robbed, Hey-
{ wood, but theré never has been any
{evidence that - the”Younger boys
i were guilty of this act. . . They bhave|
- surely -paid the penalty .of their|.
crime—having served. over 22 long
years—and are changed . and re-
formed men. By their conduct. in
“Brison they havesecured thesympa-
. thy of all the prison wardens and of-
ficials who have beenconnected with
the prison’ ‘Since their incarceration.
' If a state prison is supposed to be
for the purpose of punishment and
reformation, it has.accomplished the
desired end with the Younger
brothers ‘They have been pun-
ished severely and those who arein
a position to know, declare that
their reformation is oomplelte. Sen-
ator

George P. Wilson of Minne-
apolis, Who 8s attorney gM'e

-

state —- of dxnnesota, prose- |
cuted the - Younger boys
in 1876; yesterday ““introduced

a ‘bill iin. ,I-he _senaﬁa““promg—
for the Me of these.men; who are
life prisoners. He fought the case
to convict them twenty-two years

; today he stands for "them and
seeks to have a bill passed that will
ralease » them from the._pememmrr
"T:ioh is not’ oovered by the lawp
now, as it does ‘not. providreuhtor :he 1

t life prisoners. : There bas i
olwaMa Ba'ha;lfldq bitter 3
‘fight against grantmg the boys thau- \
liberty, usually coming from North-
field.
by some. there is po doubt,

hope to see.the bill passed and

{and .1' im Younger oncemore restored
That the bill Will be opposed jto- liberty, believing they -will be
but in law-nbiding.
the ablLa ‘hands of Seua.torWilson we jduring the few remalm.n.g

(;ole their life. - -'"‘ﬁﬁr;t
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The bill prov[dlng for the parole énd.

release of life convicts ‘who
ut & vio

the rules iu one that will a.ppea'll'{g-
common - sense, as well as to the:"hu-
manity, of the legislature: Ordinarily
death will release the “lifer” long be-
fore the expiration of twenty ‘years,

ot

surely the ends of justice have been
met, and there is almoet no conceivable
crime that such a punishment would
ot explate. The bill should pass. -

but when that time has been served |

|
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ch has for its

ME release of the Youuger
-bruthers, in the lighs of Charity
should pass, as the Youngers are old
~men oowand have been in the pris-
on over 20 years. C
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TEE Tm:ss beheves that retribuﬁivej
justice has been satisfled in the case
of the Younger Bros., and that they
will make Ia zens in the
light of their prison experience cover-
ing a period of 22 years, than many
who are and ha.ve
“come as they pleased during all that
time. They have been model prison-

ers, and never since their incarcera-
tion have they received or deserved a
black mark for misconduct. They

have even assisted in maintaining |-

order, on occasions where their ser-
vices were needed and if ever the
ends of justice were well served in
meting out punlshment, they have
been in the case ot the Youngers.

been free to goand |,

Tratammem FHo—ehds ¥

The Younger B:‘ol'hus
Northfield Banl R()hl)(.,lb w Im
{have sel_-gd twer.ry thwg‘ ymtu
. the Wivabor Pa-mte&t.iat) '
m:iy yeb recieve t'ten" llbel ‘¥
apd bo free men,
if-.m: ity

ate..

|
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t they “'(":ld,ﬁ‘f. douot. ma;;_e,gco:..
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 honorable | citizens
xear!r‘ut

It is pscpoc-’éd to so amend Lhu-crim-ﬂ
inal law that a life convict who has
served 20 years of the sentence without
violating the rules of the prison, shal
be released on parole while kept under
the espmna.ge of the St.abe authorities.
If one of the ob}ects of imprisonment is
reformation surely there could be mo
better proposition than this,and surely
a convict who has a record of 20 years
contixuous good conduct is entitled Lo |
this much leniency. THhe bill should

s —
JOURKAL
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e Sn\mTOE rgEN:iof Hennepin
county, has introduced .a bill to
amend. tﬁe‘pment law for psrol-

ing pnsmners ‘sentenced for 5
and if © d all pmoners 3
have served fwenty years,
granted a limitless parole and this
would give the Younger ‘brothers
their freedom. = We belieye-- *bot‘h
of the boys would 1179&110]10‘!&])10
lives if paroled,ubu{: tlie'ce ﬁm]'ié
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| To Release N
From Stillwater Gazette:

If the state Prison is supposed to be|,
for the purpose.of punishment and re- '
formation, it has accomplished the de-i|
sired end with the younger brothers.
They have been punished severely and
those who are in a position to know,
declare that their reformation is com-
plete, | Senator George P. Wilson of
Minneapolis, who is attorney general of
the state of Minnesota, prosecuted the
| Younger boys in 1876, yesterday intro-
duced & bill in the senate providing for
the parole of these men, who are life
prisoners.  He fought the case to con-
vict them twenty-two years ago. That
the bill will be opposed by seme that Esl

no doubt, but in the able hands of
Scnator Wilson we hope to see the bill
—

passed and Cole and Jim Younger onc
more restored to liberty. —The Duluth

News Tribune.
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. —Let

oungers go free.
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bill has been introduced in
the legislature to pardon. the
Yopese ys. The plam of
etitioning has so many itimes
| proved fruitless that the friends
lof the boys have adopted other
1tpctics. Nothing can be said
-agninst their conduct since their

incarcera,tion, and for more than j

wenty years they have lived

hus. It would do no harm to
'let the boys out, as at their pres-
jent age there is no danger of
them returning to their former
‘life.

' — - e —

Sinner, do you remember what the
blessed Saviour said to the thief on

the cross?

“This day thou shalt

be with Me in paradise.”

T

State Segisla.’cure i

Silhouettes of Lawmakers present-{
% ed bj & “Tribune" Writer. « » « f
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Senator ;Yé"l\s';: of Hennepin-county.
has introduced a bill in the sepate
under which it is claimed the.Xaunger
brothers may be paroled. Under _the
! provisions of the bill no one can be
| paroled whohasserveda previous term
in the penitentiary, either 1n this state
or elsewhere; nor unless he has served
twenty years and has faithfully ob-
served the prison rules and is without
diseredit marks. In such case he can
be paroled by the prison managers un-
der such regulations as the govermor
may presecribe.

F The friends of the bill claim that the

Younger brothers have met all these
onditions and in the length of service
ave gone nearly three years beyond
he period named in the bill; that if

Yhe purpose of punishment be to reform.

hen the ends of justice have been sub-

Lerved in their case. The friends of

the bill do not attempt to excuse, or to

'palliate, the crime committed by the

fYounger brothers, but claim that after |
nearly twenty-five years of faithful ser |

i viee, with only a remnant of their lives

jleft to them, the people of this state

may well lay aside vindictiveness and
suffer them to be paroled subject, as
| they would be, to arrest at any time if
| they violated the terms of the parvle
[f the great Lincoln had any one qual-
ity, which more than another endeared
him to the people, it was his broad char- ]
ity toward tke erring and his willing: |
ness to forgive, forget and pardon. He
used the pardoning power freely.|

Those opposed—to—the bill—thrlo e
| the moral effect would be bad and for
this reason claim_thatit would be bet- |
ter-that—they _end their days .in_the |
prison. ‘It _seems “that -since=—sacf
Ynnnge’r‘brot!iers“‘ﬁ'é_re com:ge.ud to :

prisou some fifteen or twenty prisonersy
convicted and sentenced for life frgr _t.h.e :
same crime have been pardoned.. It is
anderstood that the warden and prison/
| gers favor the passage of the bi
i A =T .~ B.N.J.

d - e

mand

B

o S




ate

i FEB 23 1809

F ¢ i
11 would SUll D1, NG WUDUET DI s

f

onarchy has crumbled. . y

TT does not réquire very much -cou rt!
age to sit in a newspaper office and.

fight the Younger Brothers. They
have served mOTE than twenty pearsas

@ penalty for the erime of which they
were convieted, and it is carrying jus-
tice beyond all the limits of merey to
punish them further. Their release
eould harm no ene, and would be an in-
eentive to good conduct on the part of
other criminals now in prison.

e e
xoaitsol
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‘I reduces life imprisonment to a

.| punishment is too severe for a
'| man who will wantonly take hu-

| should be sent to life imprison-|

‘| ty yearsis a long time to serye
‘land a man who will spend that

FE€B 24 999

' A bill has been introduced 1n
the legislature which practically

comutation of twenty years. Itis
claimed that the bill.is_introduced
in the interest of{the YoungerBros.
who have already seryed over that
time and have a most exemplary
prison record. To our mind no

man life,still if there are any extin-|,
uating circumstances why he

ment instead of being bung it
would only seem humane to hold
out some hope and inducement for|
him to be a model prisoner. Twen-

length of time in the penitentiary
without breaking any of the prison
rules is certainly entitled to some
reward for his behavior.y The bill, |
however, has not yet become al

[ AU S

law and 1t may meet with some|
serious objection when it comes up !
for discussion. Afidanrad i)
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f A Dill, that if passed, in

against them, and it does see

as though it would be right after|.
their long years of faithful service

o grant them a pardon.

—————
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our
state legislature, will give thej.
ounger boys their liberty is oc |«
We attention of ourlegis

lators. They have served muny |:

years for robbing a hank, as no :
othe crime was directly proven|

mi’

i “Vheaton ,Minp

mEE824;399
e

~##Aside from the residents of North_-.

.. LEB 24 1099
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he Globe intimates that money is |
ﬁmgauaed or will be used to push a !
uul.“ﬂ_l!(;gh thel egislature which will

e N
&3
3
E

i lv Ropertie bill will become
g T;t::em o talk of there being money

'behind the bill is nonsensical. The
2;11 thing I blame ex-Gov. Clough |
iis failure to pardon thel
Younger brothers when he had the
opportunity. Gov. Clough has re-
atedly told me that he was 8OITY be
id not temper justice with mercy be-
fore the board of pardons came into
existence. Senator Wilson, the au-|
thor of the bill, is & gentleman sbove!
and beyond reproach. The Younger'
brotbers have amply atoned for their
misdeeds.  Let them spend their:
fow remaining days on earth with the
friends of their boyhood in old Mis-
souri,— Princeton Union.

The above coming from Auditor
Dunn is refreshing but we have al-
ways noticed ove thing. wherever
you see an able independent go-ahead
newspaper, one that truckles to
nothing on earth but hits 8 wrong
when ever it sees it whether it is in
his own town or out of it you will see
its editor advocating forgiveness
after repentance. But we regret to

| passage of this bill would result in
the release of the ‘Younger brothers

field and vicinity there are few people

in the state who will object to the
passage” of the bill introduced by
| Senator

tiary for life may be released on pa-

ducta_uﬁﬁjg'that ‘time is shown by
the prison records to be good. “The

Val2op, which provides. that '
prisoNerssemtertced to the peniten- |

| role after t.wenty\vx.rs if their__;:_én_f];
|
!
t]

say that Minnesota has editors 'who
are simply parrots, men never taking &
stand when they are positive of public
opinion, and following in the lead of
a few city pepers from whom they
draw every inspiration but thank the
Lord they are not numerous.

Paperiii.
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among friends. They have been in

are now-old, “white-haired men and
.| have long :since repented of their
early misdeeds. Society would in no
.| wise suffer *from their release, and

Senator Wilson’s bill-:will be eriti-
cised by few except those in whose
makeup the desire for vengence out-
weighs mases

on parole and enable them to pass||
the few remaining years of their lives |

prison twenty-three years and have |
‘{always been model prisoners. They |

o T MR R S

o of the notable achiare_xiz;ants of
- —— iy — 1]
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ing good results, # |3

Another attepptris.beéing made |.
to release thelYounges® Bros from ||
the Stillwater penitentiary. If |
left-to a vote of the state no doubt
the men would be released; they
have served a puipose. ‘

W SNl TLLY



actically cut a penitentiary ife sen- ||
tdnce to twenty years by good behay-
. i We nuderstand that this princi-
o is carried out elsewhere to & con-
oijerable extent, A time prisoner
always reduce his sentence by
ggod behavior, and we see no reason
why a lifer should not have some|
ckance. We are inclined to look oo
tfis departure with favor. It is
aimed that ths bill will allow the|
oungers to be liberated on parol:a.
hd for this reason the measure 18

itterly aitacked in certain snarters. B

D
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among tne schools oI the state and

the cause of education will be best
/served.

A Brr that is exciting considerable
discussion, both in and out of the
legislature, provides for the liberatiow !
on parole of all life prisoners after 20
years of confinement. The bill is
fathered by Senator Wilson of Hen-
nepin County; and is aimed to effect
the release of Cole and Jim Younger,
who for nearly 25 years have suffered
punishment at the Stillwater prison
for the Northfield raid. The author
of the bill was the attorney general

_of the state at that time and prose-
“euted the Youngers with the above
result.. He now declares they arel|
worthy of their liberty, and many
‘people will agree with him that a pa-
‘role permitting ‘these men" o énjoy
their few remaining years in at least
nominal liberty, is merciful and-j
~ TgE tiil.l. for the re-forming c:t- ét;un-

S
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/To  most “people mubiassed by
personal :mﬁqﬁg or reue?.t'xnagtg.}:_e 1

pardoi ofihe Younger brouher
at me &ppears’’ resso I.,..‘}}”blef
ey Hars apiied this e by |
diore than' 20, years incarceration,

jurely long enough so far as salutary
influence on would-be bank robbers |
is concerned. 'They are thoroughly
refromed men, if we may beliéve the
wardens and keepers at the Stillwater [
prison. And the adyocacy of r.l}eir
olaims for clemency by men of ster-
ling worth and ‘integrity who kiew
them as young men is entitled ©
some consideration. The opposition
from Northfield people appears to be
‘actuated by a spirit of vengeance’
| which should have scant weight in

he matter, and we hope the effort

‘ow being made to secure the release

* these mon-sill igguccessful.
1 — - p— "

HEAD]OCLS; WAL WIWHYS Wil 7 was
terly hand.

"'—-——____'__-

“tho, bill will | pass. * _They

penalty id'i'_%, their

mt.:llasbeen intro«_:hu__:,_e_('ih;-;ig_\ _
which, if -passed, |.
nger brothers an |’
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fie allowed “to

P.fnce,.i C Cor
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- tema e
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sible for the killing of Cashier Hay-
ward at Northfield, Minn., and have
|heen in Stillwater for 20 years.
| Warden Woller and others connected
| with prison management thiok that

|the conduet of the Younger brothers |.

| while they have been in prison has
, been such that it would be a wise and
humane act to give them their liberty
on parole. These men have had
scarcely a black mark, if indeed any
black mark, against them since they
have been in prison.
few years to live anyway, and it
would seem as if the ends of justice in
their case had been attained. The
object in imprisoning men is not to
wreak vengeance upon them but to
make them capable of being good

THE legislature has been consider- |

ing the advisabilitg iding dor
i| the release of the Younger brothersi
on parole. These The oh |

They have very |,

citizens, and if the conduct of twenty |,
years is any criterion by which to go |,
the Younger brothers will lead re-|.

spectable lives if released. We say
let them *‘leave the prison walls and
' get a glimpse again of heaven’s sun-
! ghine.” / f

—————— J
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"The effort' to release th
| Brothers from prison should meet with 5
sacostés ey mavé sarved pusk.the ||
ime men usually Tive in éonfinement, -
are now old' men; ‘and /there 'is o
danger of them~returning- to ‘former-
haBits. Theu; tod; it seems _their- re-_
cord previous to being incarcerated..ig
|| ot ad bad"as painted. _'They h v:.
e
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‘avoided.

| Senator Wilson's bill providing for
Lhe granting o Jimi __paroles t0
life prisoners who haveseryed twenty |1
years-in prison gﬁdlﬁﬁ{"f{:iégﬁéﬁda for|!
good behavior | & their~ crodit dur-
ing that time, seems fo meet with
general favor throughout the state.
The passage of such a law will bea
strong 1ncentive for good behavior
among life prisoners and will tend to
uplift the moral standard of prisoners
in general, as good behavior on the
part of those convicted of the most
henious crimes’ must necessarily have
a beneficlal effect on their associates.
Rules similar to this are in force in |
nearly all European prisons and the
Minnesota prison, considered one of
the model penal institutions of the
world, cannot afford to be deprived of
anything that will tend to improveit.

B ———— F
Attention has several times been
alled to the spirit of unfairness and
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RS whiohowss 181867, 5 these- nen could have had agneeiy freoly =iven-tbey

__ﬁmwkaJ

iR TEL ] L A g Tixzoura and the iatters in it from fo.tar

3 1 TSR sz Wes Tenasti @ho wrote 1@ éppwnarxiuw;ui ta [i3ve Capihs Sre;
LTACE Say that he was,t88 Tirst lisutenand of the notorfous Jianirsli who
2aGu2sd Leyrence and murdred fully iwo hBundysd penple ypeacable citizens z:.d
that he was nazt In conmand o Duanirell and on duty a2t that nasacyre o ile o

14ves in lapmas €itr now and tacns pride in tellin; His akuloits Jitd w |

q wantretd a~d of Lhat rald on Lewrerca .l alwe s La ) I

frats aorvice 4lols 1n protectia: gge;eg e%-y ;?%-owa§§§§g;em&¢f?wif'ﬁ’af-‘.
superiny affioars whe had ‘zZuen ﬂl?ﬂﬁgq?“ ;s onse Ef-_ons ne e and wouid |

have baen liabla to courtmartial if he had nofeznl $had wirea€ the lefiars
show ,in 1862:brfiore Juantrells zanz ot to doin- their bloodisst wosk
vilch was gnwlﬁﬁ§3and 1664 -0

hat appang%ﬁiafiims that th&%@?nstitutiua and lauws of cdssouri Geld the
vonfaderates of Gos gesponsivle for all act douv Gurine tié ver shile 11
pave apnesty fte all of the local redeorals for {hety acis .1 dont AT0W G DUt
that ,But I do upow,that any time after the passaze of the zet Bir Siviay

—the Prosidant pgwey o, czant ganesty to relisls down to the repesl of thet

z:pen

2V spplydng for 11 and taiing the osth of allezianch oind S8c 1aks 0f 00
could not bave harned thex when they had the protsction of the U. S sover

thay Jut they 41d not sant aunesty ,1is appears they diu notl need any dn

thalr busipsss .

It 1= 8asy to 2certain that all tho statemsnis nade here oy me urd trun o

[ do rot sim this ,for the rezsen thzat 1 do not care to Lo nixed pp in

any trouslis with them ,1f they come out ,ard there will be trouble enouvh
seonnr oy later i ihay are reloased .

of thay wan t the favor of parnls ,let them earn it yy at leest helpins the

wiatate to Lino #ag punish tic last man to leave the bans,and the wan @n e

_-A.,.L._,j
ige faot that they have Sesn so lony ia prison and are in such good aealtn
i& proof toat the; Lave heen well fed and weil trsatea sand nave lived much

vasdsdn LoTse

longer than they would nave dene had they had their own w3y outsioscedor -
they Fould hava-tesn-4ead Jong Azo evan If thsy had neves been arrested o

sunished . Zven if they were not in good healt: ,we cannot ralsise prisoner .
farsuch 2 reason «All men ,Instde as well as outside the walls are sus fast
o 1llbealtl . lany of cur test nen Joonfinsd (n off foces,looss hazl ta and

drienp suut the public are not concarned i his condition aud offer ne hely .
Wiy should we d¢ wore for tue convict o The las says fo uiw when sony icteas
-0 #will not ba put to doath now ,uut way diec fzon natural sauscs later .

Yoy when nature Se.ins %o fail why should we te ds suon hagte to parien .ii
il wus rightand ;u?t to bﬁéd&}ne prisoner 1f in zood asaltn, {{ 1s just and
rioit to held h4d in poor bealth.none s7e how lealt! Las anythirz te oo wih
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On page 80 of "nl. 12 part 2 Garins ons yof -the I .5 .uaaglian racoid #
gial
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2PPears peport of :ien.’en Loan teo his superior officer .en. Eurfﬂg',

~ien Loan gays .".I arrestsd one Capts Tally w1 g7 ﬂurﬁared gge liarry loun:er
in Jackson TGounty for his money . the evidence was a0 sixnxg that he con-
l fossed 1t « but prei-ring a resular trial and punishment ,1 ordersd court
= egonzened at Indapendsnce for that murpgose . The witensses soldiers of the B
fifin ts;ﬁ@vﬂt Tis=ourl State dalitha station:d at Harrisonville Cass Couny
sore ardzyad to atteni court .7hen on their way tdsy were bushwhas.sad hgﬂggr
sand under Jird louncer a son of the murdered man sand the court wus not i 'EW
Ene i i
The name should have Lesn Sud Tounger (typozraphical erroy )as Cols went by
that nfonana in thags dave “ea hig atptanant o that sffact near botton of
first eollumn nece 3 of Pdoneor Prass Te-, 215t 1888

Lawrance ‘fasacr

In the same voluma pae 487 apusars copy of dispateh to llo. “emocrat frou

g Laavenworts ian. Dated Aug, 20th 18035 .a day or iwe alter the masacre .
awolis other things the dispateli zays
P Ouantrell hal with 740 Sam idavs-bro. of To Javs gleazersilolt, Geu. Todod
and founzerswit: 160 men with IGO0 nova citizens of ”lag,Lay?ayette PUBCIS0N
Casstend fates Counttes mnot-over 800 “mon- altorather o - - - g
185 bodias had haen burriad and 7 more had hesn found . 182 dld=2 had baon
burnad %o e

<

A document f iled by Capt. Bronaugh of Mo. favering their petition for pardm

in July 1897 ,which is now in the Covernors office ,shows that tde Youngers

zot into bad ways by their connection and close association with Quantrells
1 band and the James Bros.
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E. F. ROGERS. NOTARY PUBLIC, CLAIM AND PENSION AGENT,
REAL ESTATE AND LOANS,

27 anp 36 BeaLs Buos.,

N. W. COR. STH AN;
_ WYANDOTTE STREETS.
-~

TeLerHone 1846,

%ﬂndaa’ %é/, % s June-15th, 1901, A5G

Hon. Charles M, Start,
Chief Justice Supreme Court,
St. Paul,Minn.
Esteemed Sir:

One of the grandest characteristics of this government is that the
humblest citizen has the right of petition to the highest and most exalted
court of justice in the land. With this fact as a basis and encouraged
by realizing your position in one of the very best states of the Unicn, I
am persuaded that I will be pardoned in taking the liberty of stating to
you a few facts in behalf of the Youngers,now prisonors in your peniten-
tiary.

When I say I was an officer in the federal army during the civil war
and fought Cole Younger more than once,yen will know T am not mwoved by
mere personal motive but only through"the right as God shows me the right"

I knew Cole Younger when not a blot stained his character. His fath’
er was the higﬁest type of a genuine good man and most respected by those
knowing him best.

My regiment was stationed at Harrisonville,llo. during the winter of
1861 2nd 2 and sometime during that winter one of the citizens gave a ball
and Cole and one of our captains with others attended that dance; this
captain Walley of ours engaged the company of a young lady to dance with
hir during the evening and when he went to her for the next dance she
told him she was engaged to Mr,-Cole Younger for that particular dance.
This enraged Cavt, Walley and he went to Cole and told him he would make

no disturbance that evening but kill him the first opportunity. Every




E. F. ROGERS, NOTARY PUBLIC, CLAIM AND PENSION AGENT,

REAL ESTATE AND LOANS,
27 ano 36 Bears BroG..

N. W. COR. 9TH aND
WYANDOTTE STREETS.
Tecepnone 1846,
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body knew the Captain was vicious and not afraid of blcod.

Younger felt but one course was left for his safety and that was to
leave home and taking that step led him to ancther; but with all that he n
never lost the courage and manly prineiples of a gentleman because I saw
and heard him stand up and raise his voice against insults to us wounded
at Lone Jack,Mo. by cowardly confederates and declare he would protect
the Union prisonors from such insults or harm even at the cost of his
life, 1 state these facts to show that these boys are not fiends in
human form and to substantiate that bhelief I will refer you go their
record as prisonors for nearly a quarter of a century.

I do not justify the wrongs of any man and am of the opinion that
our laws in this country are not enforced as they should be but it seems
to me,and T think I speak the sentiment of ninety per cent of our people
irrespective of party,that in this case the law has been fully vindicated,
justice more than abundantly meted out to these poor unfortunate victoms
of eircumstances and now I beg of you gentlemen in whose hands the liberty
of the,Younger: brothers is held that you be governed by by that same
spirit that contikoled the lowly Nazarine while hanging on the cross,
"Father, forgive them",

I do not know whether you are a politician or not or whether you
make any profession of Christianity but I do knew since my sins were for-
given 1 have tried to live a consistant member of the Baptist Churech and
nothing strengthens my hope more than to lend a helping hand to the op-

pressed whose life shows a reformation. "It is human to err but divine

Very respect ﬂ:lly%‘
" /

to forgive",.
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To Hia Excellercy S .R .7an Sant
Covemor of Winnasp;a

Deay Sir
| desire to depesit in vour office ,the attached petition feor

pardon, tocether with the accompanying letters from numerous persons ,favor

ing clemencvy in the case of Coleman and James Youngser .

While the princinal petition and some of the letters advocate pardon ,! deo

not present them as praying for pardon at this time ,but for the considerafﬂ»u
of the members of the Board of Pardons ,kcaskstdasystd in determining their

action on ths parole of the men above refered to ;their application for
which is now,as | am informed,pending .

Should such parole bhe denied however ,]! desire that these papers be used
hefore the said Foard of Pardons ,to sustain any petition that may be presa-
nted ,for commutation offggntances of the said Coleman and .James Younzer,to

a term of years ,6r for absolute pardon in case they should appnly for such

releif . The signatures subscribed to the petition tozether with the lettes

attached ,were procured and received by me ,or written at my sugpestion .
All are oriecinals except as herein noted ,and I know the signatures to be

genuine . None of the pstitions or letters have ever been used before any
Covarnor or the Board of Pardons ,except the letters of Ex Gov. Siblef and
Robert A. Smith ,now Mayor of €t .Paul.

The C .X .Davis letter was written and signed by the Senator in my presence
wow.. It was not addressed to anv ns v .ha deamine it as well '

to write as it avpears ,a declaration expressing his views.to bg used by me-—
on behalf of the Younger Bros. ,either before officials or in private. |
The letter bearing the signature of Bishop H .B .Whipole ,is a true cooy

taken from the original under my directien ,with the consent of HBishoo @GR

Gilbert (to whom the letter was forward by Bishop Whipple for examination
and copving before mailing to the addressee ) with full authority for iis

public or private use . :
The letter signed by Stephen B .Elkins was signed by him in duplicate Jone k-
bs mailed to Chief Justice Start ,the other was handed me by Senator Ekkins
at his residence in Washington D .C .on the day of its date, July 4th 1898
with authority to use the same in public or private ,ln any effert I might
make to secure clemency for the Youngers. [ have made an earnest effert tol

obtain reliable testimony from Federal éfficers ,whe were the Dest iniormsc
as to the:situation of these men during and after the war - The statemapts:_
of Senator Elkins.Mai. Poster and Col. Rogers import abselute veritv . & °~ i
The othsrs although confederates are esually reliabls in the communitiess 5

where they reside SR
fhe conduct of the Younzer Bros. at tha‘great State prison firssioccurring

in 1884 should have entitled them tc favorable consideration at that time .

-

P

|
Such conduct on the vart of prisoners has always been recognized bv authoril?
in all civilived countries . It does not seem that it was ureged in their K&~ |
|

ver ! Board of Pard N %

fa or }%owe er hefore the Boar o‘ ardons d/f*yé‘(?}{,d&:f ...,./f?/_
Wu_ﬁ (M4 M Jerv Singerelv Yours
Minneapolis/Minn. .fune 26th 1901 _

Locllis ey A~ |.
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~——jdstol Petitionss Letters &c, pearing on the Parole ol the "Youngers."

et als
lst retition of Bishop H. B. Whipple, for pardon.

2ad--n " of Senator C. (. Davis, ' ’

3rd. - Ex Gov. Ramsey, on petition witn Bishop Whipple

4th -bBishop Gilbert, L {

6th Letter of Hon. Henry A. Castle, Auaitor U. S. Postal Department.
6th - Letter A, T. Ankeny, President State Normal School board.

Tth Letter of Ex-wov. Sibley and Hon. Hont. Ae. Smith, Mayor of St.Paul.

Bthr»Letter of Geo. P, Dodd, Ex-Guard, as to ¢ onduct of thesa men at the
rgreat Brison fires which occurrsea in 188&5

‘ .
Gth  Letter of Major Emory S. Foster, commander of Union forces at the pat g

of Lone Jack Mo., testifying to the savinz of his life by Coleman
Younzer, while a wounded prisoner in the hands of the Confederates.

10th -Letter of Stephen 5. Elxins, U.S. Senator from WHest Va., testifyinz ®
the savinz of his life by Colesman Younger.
11th Letter of Col. E. F. Rogers, an aid to Ma jor Foster at the battle of

Lone Jack, confirming the Foster letter.

o —

12th Affidavit of Col. G.W. Thompson to the mustering into regular Con-
{aderate service,of Cols Younger.
13th Letter of Hon. E. G. Bower, formerly of the Confederate service, as
to his 4nowledzes of the character and conduct of Cole Younger while he
waa in tﬁa Confederate service .
l4¢n . -Letter or affidavit of Wm Gregzformerly Capt. in Shan«s regiment of
Confederate cavalry as to his znowledze of Cole Younzer while in the service
18th - “Newspaper clippings from the press of the State

15th Affidavit of Marshall Wright ,stating the whereaboutis of the Younger

Bross at the time of a certain lowa train robbery of §hich they wara-cnargaa

Filea inthe office of the Goversor by Geo. M .Bennett June 1801

e e S
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THE PRINCIPAL “ETITION bears the f lowing well-known signature.
Within thenumerous petitions anpear the followine wall known names

He Bs. Whipple, Bishop of Mimnesota,

Me Neo Gilbert, Co-adjtitor Birhop,

Henry A, Castle, Auditor of D. O. Department,

George R. Finch, of Finch, Van Slyke, Young & Co.

E.A. Young, of Finelt, Van Slyke, Young & Co.

E. J. Hoflgson, President Security Trust Company,

Stewart L. Moore, G. F. A. Northern Paeific Rallway,

Re Co Dumn, Btate Auditor,

George P. Wilson, State Senator,

George L. Becker, Railway Cormiseloner,

Joseph Wheelock, Editor, Prioneer Prese,

V. W Murphy.

George A. Bradford,

Ce A. Pomeroy,

fhe last three being all the living members of the hand of

geven, who entered the brush and captured the prigoners.

Robert A, Smith, Postmeseter of St. Paul,

Conde E. Hamlin, Editor, Pioneer Press,

Gen. M. D. Flower, St. Paml, Stockyards Coe,

Thomae Cochran, President Northwestern Investment Co.,

A. Allen, Merchants' Hotel, St. Paul,

GeAe Gilman, Ex-lieutenant Governor,

Capt. B. Go Yates, vho was with the assaulting party at Madelia.

Marion D. Shutter, D. D. Minneapolis.

Reve William Wilkinson, Minneapolis,

Frank M. Nye,

Je Adam Bede, Pine City,

E. W. Durrant, Stillwater,

C. K. Davieg, Letter approving full pardon,

Alex Ramsey, Ex-Covernor and Ex-U., 8. Senator,

J. H. Shurmier, President, Wagon and Carrfage Co.,

John Wright, Reetor of St. Paul's Ghurch, St. Paul,

Albert Berg, Secretary of State,
E. J. Shurmeler, Mgr., Shnrmeier Wagon Co.,

(
H.M.Wheeler, who shot Clell Miller and sules.m//‘ﬂmwd&

(thficl Jrtar Jrelandl
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society, and that they will become good citizens

L s—

To The Board of Pardons of the
State of Minnesota,
Gentlemen:
We most respectfully request and petition that Thomas Coleman
Younger, and James H, Younger, now in prison at Stillwater, be

each granted a conditional pardon, the econditions and limitations

thereof to be of such sxtent and nature as you in your good judg- 4

ment may see fit to impose,
We beleive that the law has been fully vindicated, the demand
of justice satisfied, and that their plea for clemency may now

properly be granted, without detriment to the best interests of
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To The Board of Pardons of the

State of Minnesota.

petition that _%zmu_

t”/fl & MNAAAAL1 &.dn’w AT

Gentlemen: --

Vo most respectfully request ond

pardon, the conditions and limitations thereof to be of such extent
and nature a8 you in your good judgment may see fit to impose.
We believe that the Jaw has been fully vindicated, the demands of
Justice satisfled, and that their plea for elemency may now properly
be grented, without detriment to the best interests of soclety, end
that they will become good citizena If given the oepprortunity.
A~/
A /

'y
Dated, December ‘2’ % lges,
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COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS,
Tnited States Senate,

WASHINGTON, D. C.
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Diocese of fdinnesota,
Residence of .

The Bishop Coadjutor,
18 Summit Court,
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Diocese of aAbinnesota,
TResidence of

The :Btsbop Coadjutor,
8 Summit Court,
St. Paul.
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Saint Paul Post Office.

OFFICE OF THE POSTMASTER.

Saint Paul, Ramsey Co., Minn., W«o 1897

O ear ar%%u&w D

. Ko M;/AQ DAV unty W Maz |
%( 2w Confuned o T LA Rarsy
"hows W A &/u/q?r ; e r L B

/j% a(fjj& Ex 5 Liw [ ST

7 i lory Gndtp Hra—,

H WW‘ ‘







LAW OFFICE OF (\ { ‘

A.T. ANKENY, ' .. | )
L 502 GLOBE BLDG,
- MINNEAPOLIS, MINN,

March 28. 1899,
Hon." @eo, P. fiilson,
Senate, St.' Paul, Minnmn,
Hggiear Senator:
"_, I desire to say to you that I heartily favor the
}ﬁgaage of your bill: for the parole of life prisoners after a
'ségytce of twenty years,

- The conceded object of punishment is not revenge but

'

re%orn;&ﬁmn. To hold indefinitelyeven for a great crime any human
beins is but stubbornly to refuse to advance in the methods of

; prison management fronm thﬁt whioh prevailed in the darkest ages,
In my opinion we are just now in danger of plecing and fixing a
stigma upon the fair name of our state, 2nd I trust that the
sober reflection of the legislature will save us from such a
fate. 4y interest alone in good government is my only apology
for thus addressing you and wishing you success in your noble

work.

Very Truly Yours.:

| H i o O W‘*"‘Z ‘
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From General H. H. Sibley, Ex-Governor, §ec.

St. PavL. Jouy 8rtm, 1889.
His Excellency Wm. R. Merriam,
State Capitol, City.
Governor:

I feel it to be my duty to join in the appeal for pardon to the three conviets, known us the
Younger Brothers, who have been incarcerated in the State prison at Stillwater for the past thirteen years.
In so doing, I depart from the rule which has governed me, not to interfere with the course of justice, ex-
cept under very exceptional circumstances.

Believing the ends of justice to have been fully answered by the long and severe punishment in-
flicted upon the conviets mentioned, and taking into consideration the excellent record made by theém dur-
ing their confinement, I am persuaded that their release from further punishment, would be favorably re-
garded by a majority of the people of the state, as an exercise of that comity towards a sister state, which
has appealed to your Excellency, through many of her high officials and other representative citizens,
to pardon these young men and restore them to their friends, guaranteeing that in such event, they will
prove to be law abiding citizeus.

Minnesota has shown her power to punish malefactors, let her now manifest her magnanimity, by
opening the prison doors to the men who have so long suffered for a violation of her laws, and bid them
** go and sin no more,"’

Respectfully submitted,

HENRY H. SIBLEY. <

Frome Mayor Smith, of St. Paul.

St. Pavy, Mixs,, Jury 17, 1889,
To His Excrrnexcy, W. R. Merriax:
Governor of Minnesota:
Sik :

[ desire ro add my voice to the appeal now being so generally made for the pardon and liberation
of the Younger Brothers, at present undergoing sentence in the State penitentiary at Stillwater. While
feeling that nothing can be nrged in mitigation of the erime for which they were convicted, I believe that
the thirteen years incarceration they have undergone; the uniform good conduct credited to them since
and during their confinement; the evidences of genuine sorrow and regret the brothers have repeatedly
given for the crime and the conditions of youth, associations and influences which made them ecriminais;
together with the fact that one of the brothers is now at the point of death, will warrant that exercise of
clemeney at your hands which will give these men an opportunity to pass the remainder of their lives
among their fellow men and, as free men, indeavour to retrieve in some measure their natural inheritence
—the right to freedom—which they sacraficed upon the altar of youthful indeseretion, ignorance and pas-

sion.
I am assured that competent aid and intelligence in abundance stands ready to place and keep

" these men in a position to demonstrate their sincerity and determination to do all that human beings ean

do to prove their worthiness of the pardon which is so earnestly craved at your hands and, which I feel my-

self constrained to supplicate for them.
I am Sir, with the highest esteem,

Very respectfully, ete.,
ROBERT A. SMITH,

Mayor.
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MINNEAPOLIS CITY WORKHOUSE,

( ¢
F mandey, Sapts gﬁ %"‘””‘Q”f—(

Minneapolis, Minn., March 4th, 1899,

George M, Semnett, Esq.,
City.
Dear Sir:-

Answering vour inquiry concerning the conduct of the younger
brothers at the prison fire whcih occurred January 25th, 1884, I
wish to say, I was a guard at the prison and the night of the fire
acted as assistant deputy warden by order of warden Reed, owing to
the fact that the assistant deputy W. . Reed was absent, being

sick with 4yphoid fever, and the deputy Abe Hall having met wita

an accident during the early stages of the fire. My wife Aunie L.

Dodd was matron of the prison at the time, and as the fire broke
out suddenly, we were obliged to get her and the female prisoners
out as quieckly as possible, and as time did not permit they were
scantily dressed., There being no place but the cell room where

we could take them for protection, I had thiztta en there, and had

Lt B d aer ef Pwr Coro oy

i

Mrs. Dodd put them in the lockgu

s COLeanl

a spall room wpere they kept
/@}4/:éézk&z;m¢.2ﬁ; ey i

were passing and Cole asked me if he could be of any se

said, ;Yes, Cole, will you three boys take care of Mrs. Dodd  and
the Women?" Cole said, "We wéll", and if you ever had confidence
in us, place it in us now.® 1 told him I had the utmqg&band I
slipped a revolver to 0019,as I had two. James I think had a pick
axe handle,and Bob had a little Pinch bar., The boys stood vefore
the door; they even took the blankets they had brought from their
cells and gave them to the women to try and keep them confortable,
as it was very cold, OFf course I felt uneasy as the prisoners were
all loose in the cell room. Deputy Warden Hall having recovered,

came along about the time the boys were guarding the women, and

4



2

“ordered them with other prisoners out of the cell room, dbut Cole
explained that I had put them there %o protect my wife and her
« charges, and e answered, "All right, boys, stay there until you
are relieved."™ When the men were out of the building so I could
take charge of the womeg’and the boys were relieved, Cole returned
my revolver to me, I had the utmost confidence in the boy 's honor
and have to this day, and do not think that the services they
rendered to the state and officiali,that dreadful night was ever
fully anpreciated.
The next day the boys went up to the Jail without chains or
restraint af any kind, and I know it has been the hope of both my

wife and myself that some day thelr services and acts of that night

would be appreciated,and the boys pass out free men. rﬁﬂv;
A 2y = atf ).
? levedalzec o %%’ ~Crecle

ery truly yours, “4%{0 ;23Y,23} 5(}
W T4 @mi% ,_g/[,,y&-/%{?,;d Yoo E e /hhrfj

I have read the foregoing letter written by my husband, George
P. Dodd and confirm it in every particular, My husband is now

Quarter master and hospital steward of linueapolis Workhouse.
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