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Alnifed DHlates Henafe,

WASHINGTON, D. C,, ' July 4, 1698;

Judge Charles . Start,

Poard of Pardons, (A =

3t Paui, Minn.
My gy Jubrs i

Luarvanm “hat an application for the pardon of the
Youngor brothors may be made to your beavd, I -bes to aubmit
the following stalement:

I have read the letier of Col. Bmorv 8. Mogtor datod
ey 1, 1398, hereto attached, and ean vorify some ol the
shatenmts BGE- fosth @ereoin, I witnesced the eloge of the
batile at Tone Jack rasferrsd to and xhow that Colonel Fostor
coxmanded on the Union side and fousht the battle until he
wiag wounded, I did net ses Cole Younrer but I heard that he
vas present. Quantrell’s band, as I am intormed was not in
the Tight.

I knew Cole Younger when we were boys, and also his

paraats. They were good psople and amonys the pioneers on tho

western Lerder of Missouri., The Youngev brothers maintained

& 7ood reputatuon in the community where they lived and wers

S —




Ulnited Dlates Denate,

WASHINGTON, D. C.,
2

well ceteamed, as were their parents, for their ~vod conduet
and charscteor. At the breaking oul of the war Cole Younyer
Jc;inod the rabaol foreez in Cass County.

In the apring or swmier of 1862 I was taken prisoner by
antrell's men and brousht inte hils camp by the viekets who
had me in charges On reaching the camp tlie Pirst poreon I
saw wvihom I knew was Cole Youngey, Heo éid not ssem Lo he a
mémber of Quantrell®s command, it w=s in the samp. %hen I
vas taken prisoner I expected to be shot without eeromony,
as that was the rule with Quantrell's men in those dsys, @8-
peelally if they wanted anything the prigoner had, and from
the romayks I heard when bheing taiten into camp the en C Ot
posing the picket divided my possassionﬂ., one saying he
Imd have my horse, another my boots, and anoiher thowsght
my-coat vould it him, ==but for sane reason th & aid not kill
me, Naturally I talked the bsest I knew how to sntertain and
please thanm until I could et into the cunp. 4As sgoon as I

saw Cole Younger I felt & sense of relief because I had known

him and his parcnts long a&nd favorably, and as soon as I got

- i,
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Alnited Dlates Henale,

WASHINGTON, D. C,,

b, 4
w2,

a chance I told him frankly what I Tearsd and that I hoped
he would menage to take care of me and save mbé frowm being
killed. He assursd me he would do all he could to protecet mes
I was in Quantyell's camp perhape an hour, Quantrell
idmself taking a look at me, simply askine wio T was. Colg
Younger told him that my father and brother were in the rehel
army and svod Tighters, and that I had remained a2 home to
take care of my mother; that T wan a ~ood Palloy and ' nons
combatant, This oGecurrad just belore I sntersd the Union'
argy, ami it was generally knowj, awl I am sure fole knew,
that I vas strongly for the Union and about to enter the army.
Quantrell left me and I do not know what was szid beyona
this, other than that Cole Younger talked with Quantrell and
his leaders in my behaldf., Cole Younwer staved by me wntil
Quentrell broke camp isﬁuring me that if he could sove my
life he would do 80 21d that he thousht I was safe. After
antvell's’"mmmi had moved Cole Younser remained with me -
and told me what to do to mate good my escape.

without going into furthor details &s to what happensd '




Alnited DHlates DHenafe,

WASHINGTON, D, C,,
B Y

which are vnimportant, I felt at the time and have frlt since
that but for Cole Younger's intsprcession in 1y behell biond I
would have been killed and that I owe my life to his kindness.
Naturally, wnder the cireumstances I feel srotefnl to him and
would like to do him any service T consistently can,

I 40 not want to argue ths morits of the czze of the
Younrers., The only appeal I can make 18 on the pnind of
rratitude that I have always fe2lt towards Cola Younrsey for
what he <id for me on that oceasion. From what I lmew of
him and his people I believe that if he should he pardoned

he would make a peaceable and lav-abidinm eitizen.

Very trwily yours,
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. ] s CLAIM AND PENSION AGENT.
E. F. HOQEHB' NGTIRY..FIJBLIG

REAL ESTATE AND LOANS,
27 ano 36 Beaws Buos.,

N. W, COR. 9TH AND
WYANDOTTE STREETS.
TerepHone 1846,

.%??‘.dﬂ:d Cgaé;}/, v_%z ) .,...........___;[_.a.n........;)A.t,h..’.,l,.gg.l..‘...,/(5’,9

Gao. M. Bennett, Rsq,,
Minneapolis,Minn,
Dear:

Rerlyving to your inquity as to whethsr or not I was with Major Emory
S. Postar at the battle of Lone Jaek,Mo. which oeceurred on the 16th day or
August 1862,1 wonuld say Yes,I was an aid to Maj. Foster ,was wounded and
lay in the sare house in the village of Lone Jaek with hir and a numbar of
other wounded offieers and men,during ths aftsrnoon and evening of ths 16t
while ths Confederates wers oeceéupying the place.

puring that tiras thers wers several atterpts made by a gang orf ruf-
rians to ehter the hous2 and kill sore orf the wounded: Maj. Woster heing
a speeial object of their hatred, (sors of them havéng been his personal
eneries berfore the war) and their afrforts wave persistent and destemeined.

I recollset one incident not mentioned by Maj. Poster in his letter
written undar date of May 7th,1898. W2 wav not havs been conscinus of it,
as he was desperately wounded and suprosed te be in a dying eondition.

Sore of the Confedsrates,reraly wuffians,gained entrance to the hougs
and began abmsing us wonnded and Cole Yonngar,baing prasent on guard,drew
his sabre and rushed for the men,ordering thew to get out gquick and dselane
ing they were cowardly fiends and that he would slanghtar avary ons of
ther if ther 4id not leave ;adding that we wers wounded prisoneps and
shonld be protected aven over his dead hody and if they entered again
thay would not get out alive, The roor was cleared vary guickly. With-
out doubt our lives wers saved by Qola's honest bravery and determinafion
te protect the wonnded at ths risk of his own life. T cannot and do not
beliave that the inherent manly qualitiss he then rossessad wave ever des-
troyed by the terrible experieness which in after vears ha passed through
and T wounld now trust him anywhere with my lire ,honor and vreoperty in his
exclusive keeping.

I know much of the vindictive persecution that rfollowed him driving
hir into the Confederata armry and which assailed him evan more bittarly
Aftar the closs of the war (the trouble having been caused bv the Jjeal-
ousy of a Federal officer) and knowing these facts and in view of his
long iwpriscnment,l wonld ha glad to hear of his being rercitted to beus &
ran among men again,

As to wy rolities,1 have bzen a Republican ever since the party was
organized whose teachings prompted the imrortal Linecoln toe erbody in his

ressage "with malice toward none,chardty for =all", .
4
¥ " ? |
<é£:;%?;;§2%;fa¢~a»v
L4 s

Very truly,

¥
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ﬁ///’;)/ Jeaerd, hpril 25th,, 1898,

George M, Bennett, Esq.,
Minneapolis,
Hinnes;ota,

Dear Sir:-

iﬁ, },i I know that Cole Younger was not in Missouri in the year

| 1864 at any time, In the latter part of 1863 while Shelby’s Brigade of
Missouri Cavalry, C, S, A,, were in winter quarters on the Ouachita
River near Camden, Ark., & part of Co, G, Gordon’s Regt., who were
Californians and whose term had expired, left the command and went to
Bonham, Tex, These men came from Cal, with Gen’l Albert Sidney Johnston
at beginning of the war and were determined to return to the place from
whence they came, Among them was my Brother, Capt. W, R, Bower, I never
saw them afterwards until long after the war, Capt, Cole Younger went
with them, as I understood it, to engage in some movement in Southern
California in the interest of the C, S, A, They left Western Texas in
the Spring of 1864 and proceeded in a southwest direction through Texas,
to the Rio Grande river, thence through 0ld Mexico to Guaymas on the

Pacific Coast and thence north into California.

This was the route agreed upon before they started, and I




:g;:;]:. e J;,;T  _5}-”
S8 s )
learned years afterwards from Cole Younger and also from my Brother
that it was the route traveled by them, Cole returned after the war,
and in 1868 probably, came to Dallas County, Texas, with his brothers,
Jim, John and Bob, and their then little sister, Henrietta. We met and
the friendship and intimacy of former years were renewed. I was then a
young, practicing 1awyer_and on his frequent visits to the town, Cole
usually slept in a ;oan adjoining my office. No man sfood higher in the
estimation of the citizens of the county who knew Qﬁgirihan Capt, Cole
Younger, until during his absence from the county his brother John
while under the influence of liquor killed Col, Charles Nichols, a
deputy sheriff and an old soldier comrade and friend of Cole’s, This
was a sad blow to Cole Younger and shortly afterwards he left the
country and I have never seen him since, I know that he was a Confeder-
ate Soldier and a good one; that in 1863 he was in cormmand of one or
two companies of Confederate soldiers near Bonham, Texas; that he was
sent to the Mississippi River in Northern La. under Gen’l E, Kirby
Smith, then returned to Bonham, Texas, in the Spring of 1864, and went

on the California trip,

I was in the same regiment and a messmate with Cole,



/fj? ',EZ:j?i{
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Were under Gen’l Joe Shelby and knew him as well as any mam could,

knew his kindly nature, his warm friendships, his entire truthfulness
and heroic gallantry; om the ba:;;o-ﬁeld, he is as calm, thoughtful,
sober, cool and intrepid as any man that ever lived, There was never a
charge of wrong-doing in Te xas against him, he-‘ was on the side of law
and order, The hoys were often called on by the Sheriff to assist in
the arrest of desperate characters and always responded, Jim and Bob
sang in the choir of the Baptist church; and they as=i-ted in taking
the scholastic census of Dallas in 1870,

Should it be regarded a matter of interest as to who I am, I was
District Attorney of the 14th District of Texa.s,. counties of Dallas,
Ellis & Tarrant from 1874 to 1876; was County Judge of Dallas County
from November, 188% to November, 1892; was Chairman of Democratic
Executive Committee of Texas, 1878 to 1880; was Grand Master of Masons

in Texas, 1879-80, and Grand Commander of Knights Templar, 1875-76,

If there is any further information I possess, I will gladly fur-

nish it, believing that these unfortunate friends of mine may he zmt




trusted to take their places among us and carry their part as good and

true citizens, év/ _‘
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STATE OF MISSOURI, )
188,
COUNTY OF JACKSON, ) _ "

I, Marshall P. Wright, being duly sworn and "

oath depose and say: I am forty years of age, most of my 1400
having been spent in the State of Missouri, and am now establish~4 in
mining in old Mexiee. My fathor was judge of the Cireuit 0013‘!".? living
at Clinton, Missord, during these years, In 1873 I was living at
Clinton, Mo., and was there at the time,- about July 2ist. of that
year - yhen a railroad train was robbed in Iowa west of Daa Moinese
The Younger ovrothers, inciuding Coleman and James, were charged with
the robbery, the new.qpaperés soread ing the rceports to that effeets Y
knew all of the boys well end had knm them for :eu'li - On the m
after sald robbery, carly in the forning, I mes the boys at
Monegaw Springs, St. Clair County, Missowri. I had with me & copy of
the carly x:Eqr'nu\{@ vaper ziving an account of the robverye Cole and
Jim m'{'ere both there and read the newspapcer containing the ae=-
count of the aforcsaid train robbery atEributing the act to the
Younger brothers, T read the article to the boys and remarked thei»
ability to be in so many places at the same timee The place where
the roboery was comaitted, at Adair, Iowa, was more than two hundred
end fifty (260) milcs from where I found them in St. Clair Countr,
Missouri, which distance (1if guilty) they must traverse im muech less
than twenty four howrs on horse-~back. It was then stated by peorle
living there whom I knew that the Youmgers' had not been sway., There
wére then no cross lines of railroad making it pessible for them to
cover the distance hy rail,

I have every reason 0 believe, and do believe, that the

' ]
charges of that robdery to the Youngers' was the work of their eneaies



p— i

-
who were seeking to 4arive thcem out of Missouri.

And further deponent saith not.
7/ V7.9

State of Missowri,)

) .
Cowmty of Jackson.) The foregoing affidavit wvas subseribed and

)
sworn to before me this _ﬁ_ day of @L"—/'féuv/“ 18984
/

%17 W serriio ns o frce, jq(y /J;‘/foo 7&2;7 (P fins
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While the erime for which the Younger brothers are being punish-
ed cannot be atoned, it seems to me that in view of the many years of

their imprisonment, and their advanced age, it would be both proper and
wise in the board of pardons to fix upon a time not far in the future
when their eonfinement shall be deemed sufficient fto answer the demands

of justice, and commufe their seéntences to expire at that time,

Alea 27 /67 F: PR s R




Sedalis, Mo., July 2, 1901.
Goves Se Re Van Santy =~ ~
St Paul, Minn.
Dear B5ir:

We the undersigned bankers, doing business in Sedalia, lio.,
write this letter in the interest of the Younger Brothers, now in the
Stillwater penitentiary, and most earnestly request that a parole be
granted them. Their punishment has been long and severe, and we believe
if given their liberty, they would make ﬁooé cifizens,_

Very respectfully,

1HIRD NATIONAL BANK,
SEDALIA, MO,



OFFICE OF
WM. D, STEELE,

ATTORNEY AT LAW,

HOONS 108 AND 100 KATIE RUILDING.

SEDALIA, MO., Jyly 2, 1901 -

B
We the undersigned attorneys at law, living in Sedalia, lio.,

write this letter in the interest of the Younger Brothers, now confine
it
in the State$ Prison at Stillwater; and knowing their punishment has been
long and severe, we now ask that mercy be extended to them and their
'
parole granted. ;

Very respectfully,

e



W. J. STONE,
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,

SUITE 918,
UNION TRUST BUILDING.

sT.Louls, Mo., . JUIY 6, 1901,

Hon. S. Rs Van Sant,
st. Pawd, Mimn.
Dear Governor Van Sant:
Some years ago while I was Governor
of this State I wrote a letter to the then Governor of Minnestoa in
which I asked favorable consideration of the application of Cole
and James Younger. That was some eight years ago, and since then
I have watched with interest the progress of the sffort made to
secure the release of these prisoners, I have no personal acquaint-—
ance with Cole or James Younger, but I have known,and still know,
members of the Younger family in this State, relatives of the
prisoners, and in a general way I am familiar with the history of
these men. I do not hesitate to say to you, as I think I did to
your predecessor, that the Younger people in Missouri are good
people, and as far as I know they deserve to have the respeet
of those who know them. I am in no sense an appologist for the
misdeeds of these prisoners, nor do I deem it necessary to undertake
to lay before you what might be considered the extenuating circum-
stances which started these men, when they were yet young on a
wild career., I have no doubt that the whole history of their lives
hes been fully laid before you, From what I know of their history,
end from my psrsonal knowledge of their people in Missouri I am
a8 sure as I cam be of anything that at heart and naturally the
Younger boys so-called are good men. They did wrong, but they
have suffered grievously, and I am told that their prison life
has been s0 exemplary, and their suffering has been so long and
painful that it seeme to me they are in the highest sense deserving



W. J. STONE,
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,

SUITE 815,
UNION TRUST BUILDING.

ST. LOUIS, MO.;... T 0F
3. R. v s.ms'.

of executive coneideration and clemency. I believe that fully
ninety-five per cent of the people of Missouri would like to see
these men pardoned. I state this strongly, but I do not believe

I overstate it, iissouri is, as you know, a cosmopolitan and
representative State, It has filled up rapidly since the war,
numbers from the North, East and South, and thousands even have
come from the farther West., oOur population therefore ie a representa—
tive population, and the sentiment in favor of clemency towards the
younger's is not in any sense sectional, partisean or the result
of prejudice. It is simply the wvasult of that bvroad generous
American sentiment characteristic to our psople wherever they live.
0f course thers are some scattered here and there over the state
who take a cold, calculating view of the subject = who look
wholly upon the judieial side, and never upon the merciful side

of the subject. I am confident that those who think executive
clemency should be withheld in this instance ave few in Missouri,
Immmmmmmayumaham;m
umama,ammzmmm.m:mams
name more than two or three out of the hundreds I have heard
speak of it who would oppose the granting of a pardon to the vounger's.
I was at French Liek Springs, Indiana, about two weeks ago, and
while there it was reported in the newspapers that the application
for pardon had been denied, and among the guests about the hotel

I heard meny express regret that the amthorities had reached that
econclusion. These people were from many 8tates, and I gathered
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from them 1in the conversations following the report alluded to,

that the sentiment in their several utatn,ne far as they knew of

it, was almost universally in favor of the pardon. TIds,I Believe is the
general sentiment, I have no doubt that if these unhappy men

were given their liberty they would make good citizens and strive

in every way to redeem the past. A4s I now understand that the

write this letter to your excellency to sxpress once more my hope
that you and your associates will take the mereiful view and give
back 1o these unfortunate men their libewty, muu‘z“”; chanee to
prove to the world that they go forth from your State Institution |
thoroughly upright men determined to devote the few years left to

them to good and useful work, I have the honor to be,

Very truly yours,



MINNRAPOLIS, MIWNESOTA,
July 7th, 1901.

mO THE HONORABLE ROARD OF PARDONS OF THE STATE CF MINNESOTA,
ST PAUL, MINNESOTA,
Gentlemen:

After careful deliheration, and without solieitation,
or suggestion, I desire to add my name to the petition for the pardon cf
the Younger brothers, which I understand is before your bhoard at this
time for consideration.

T am familiar with the character of the offense for which these
men were sentenced to prison for life, and also with the fact of their
previous eriminal career., Because of these things,public interest has
been directed to the cuestion which is before you for disposition, and
those who concern themselves for or against the granting of the petiticn
of these men that after their long service in the priscon, they may be
permitted to again taste the comforts of personal freedom; should give
the reascng for their opinions.

In this behalf, and in comuon with many other disinterensted
petitioners, I would say that we believe that the propexr office of the
prison in the administration of justice, is, First:- The protection of
gociety from the injurious conduct of those who neglect or defy those

iawe which are adopted for the common welfare; and, Second:- The refor-
wmation of those who are amenable to the apveals to their manhood, and
who give unmistakable evidences of corrigibility.

Retributive justice forms no part of a right conception of the
purposes for which prisons exist, and in so far as individual, or goecial
vengeance enters into a determination of the policies for their govern—
mant; it hinders ccrrect judgment, and serves to defeat juatice in its
noblest aims., It may also be observed that hard and fast rules for the
measurement of the deserts of prisoners en-masse, are not practicable;
but ezch men in his place, and in careful study of all the elements

which enter into his history, and all the promises of good which may be
verified in his behalf, should have fair hearing of his fellows.

1 understend that the orison record of the petitioners during

the long term of their confinement has been of a character to deserve
the commendation of the prison managers, and that in all which has heen
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recorded of their conduct there is no evidence of a rabellious spirit,
or of the defiance which is so often noticed in those who are given
over to crime. Also that there has been abundant evidence of a desire
to be able to give some substantial proof of a willingness to amend
the past so far as possible, ere the grave shall roh life of the oppoer—
tunity.
oy I{ these reports be true, and your honorable hoard so find, I
will vote %o grant the prayer of these cld men hy saving to them a
1ittle of the liberty which they have forfaited, hid them to look up
to the Ohrist who regards them in mercy, and to strive with the re-—
mainder of time and strength to exhibit the fruits of manly endeavor,
Minnasota has given to the world some object lessons in
humane philanthropy worthy of an improving civilization. May she not
add to these credits by setting: her prison metheods in hetter aligmment
with the justice which saves, but never destroys.

Thus there may be erased from prison entrances the miserable
motto: * Let those who enter here leave hope behind," and in its stead
appear the cheering tokxen of faith:— " Opvortunity will never be per—
mitted to forsake those who seek its privileges with upright purpcse."




Minneapolis Minn. July 10th 190l

To the Hon. The Zoard of Pardeons
: Saint Paul Minn.
GCentlamen : In the matter of the employmant of the Younzer Brothers,in cass

you should consent to their parels ,i have to say.

Thata 2re numerous pcsitions open to tham "aich will not be open to ihs cb.
ection of undue noterietv ,and such as would be unop jectionable to you :
employment fitted to the ohysical condition and cacacity of the men .
Assurinz vou that | wish to avoid sssming officiousness in the matter ,but
to 2ot the case into practical shape ,! offer in con junction witnh Hon. 2.
Shurmeisr and Stats Agant Whittiar te find and provide suitable business or
amdploymant for the men ,and to submit ths same to you and to the Board of
Manacars ,also ths Soard of Controll if‘desirsd .for acoroval bsfors maxing
such arrancemants final . Ths men cannot sfcggmase under. the rules ,leavs
the orison until such emplovmant is provided . F

The State agent is competant of course to attend to this business and will
cheerfully pverform it ,but as hs has a considarabls amount of work on his

hands ,I simply mawxa this offer e -

Yery Truly Yours

517 Cuaranty Loan

Minneapolis
Phone 816 Main
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HENAY WOLFER, Warden
J. 5. GLENNON,Deputy Warden
H. W. DAVIS, Clerh
WILLIAM SMITHSON, Srewaord

(2. _.
//;/ ;A’(/Zéé;* %?/// July 10,1901,

James E. Martin, Clerk,

Board of Pardons,
St. Paul, Minn,
Dear Sir:-
Enclosed please find letter from C. E, Faulkner, which
you will kindly file with other papers in behalf of the Younger
Brothers.

Very truly yours,

WESG‘{A 37773
qé%qu&,é%?

FRISON,

e e e e e 00a 0
WARDEN



THE WASHBURN MEMORIAL ORPHAN ASYLUM.
OFFICERS Enpowebp By GenL CApwALLADER CWASHBURN,

HON. WY D. WASHBURN, PresipenT

MRS. FRANCES A.PRAY, VICE PAESIDENT

COL.C.J.MARTIN, SECRETARY,

MAJOR WM D HALE, 7 SURER MI-NNEAF’OLSL_,MINN

C.E. FAULKNER. SUPERINTENDENT

July 9th, 1901,

Dear Mr Wolfer,
I deemed it a duty to take notice of the appeal of the
Younger Brothers for a release from Prison, and the apvroval of the
prison authorities, and have requested that my name might be added
to the petition.

Tt seems to me that the decision in their cases will have a

fer reaching influence in prison management in this country, and I
gincerely hove that the Baard of Pardons will grant the Prayer,

I have confidence in the judgment of théso who are acquainted
with these men, ahd must trust the discretion of those appointed to
administer the affairs of the Prison. If we can destroy the idea of
retribvutive Justiéa in prison management, thefe will be a better
showing of advance in the cures of reformation,

Sincerely Yours,

g = T et

o R
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