MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

From the collections of the Minnesota Historical
Society: Minnesota Board of Pardons Pardon
Applications. To request permission for anything
beyond personal use, contact MHS.

www.mnhs.org



f.

4 To Lue Henorable Deoard of

We Lo ustars Nl Citigansg af 40 anate nf i "‘:l".t% Ha%Son

} S id LAy b AL Mawy Ny sH e Ladt ol PO o - PO ’ i e & F R -
N . TS, | T " « L 3 ' ; : "
FEney :C_‘?' At iR ss W . Vs t.i';'ﬂ’g iy .*_..‘_1 Fh it _"i £ Wl ULE 9 vy LA
sy oriynt ke -y P b ) . I .-_ e 4 S - . N,
| ‘L i o : o1, 4y ;.g..»l.ﬂ' ol % }-‘.,r'_.“:?!;:i ssit ¥ F[LN
S g v ¥ 43 LK S \ ~ 1
Wi Taw veralndng penrs of Ledr Lwas with Ly Priends w0 el
l L4 £ . ey
e *

\:Q ‘ : .\_‘} ” ‘\ _\.‘ e |

4 ﬁ .'-r'r’"}i' /@é AN T
21 ”/ ({' N J—f j? L :"\J s iy

5 ol y ~ \‘: ¢ NN

F BN MO\ 4 W a AN )

\ \ Yo 3 * sk
e L D, T" e oy N ‘)‘ ; NN

\ Iy A o X% “'b‘ '&)
0 2 b

7

/7y e P




'L_" O |

B
PN
; . P TG
i h_‘,&‘\

~ouittdy! Yo S acernnenl

Vs o RNanoit a8 T
o

"AT’!:‘!E-"" .-"a" g M e Alkals .
3.9 tn - - #32 w- ) o arwEidil il y
e L 9 Rislisdaatd # 1 ab . > e o S ATl ":‘"._-"\\--l.('.l' gt
g ' 4 -'-1"?‘\. i « AR " et S Ha i 3 ' L R a3
Pt e Baid %
~ o 4 "
T o« P

waEl O - 5
e U s o a Ty ™Y AV FT -ty b

.

ay a 3
. I | 4 & b (4 g - e -‘_-"r .' "
dt.: : JRTUOna Rl ke 9dadd av Y b ¢ .9 | '.} J peeal, ik TR

wgid =Y 5 o Py Bop] - - . . LA T MNT Wy et TP
phga el Yeadld d3iw aivil Si8 G W0 87 et » :!"I -
. . G g & -l p :1._.“ '?n ﬁ v'
‘.*».-
.-l‘l“;.' k]

T e
-t i —-4
'ul‘

=i
,L“ - v g ~ ';
il"l:_“ " :x' '!; : '..;—rf T!
'l't — I~ — — e A - :I
' e i =~ ;__:-.'_ > e 4
- e W | ] e =






[unda t{&l

-

To the Honorable Board of Pardons, of the Commonwesalth of Minne-
sota, -

We the undersigned Citizens of the State of Minnesota, Petition
and pray that your honorable body will commute the sentence of T. C,
Younger and James H. Younger, to thirty-five years, less good time,
S0 that they may return to their native state of Missouri, and pass

the few remaining years of their lives with their friends and rela-
tives.
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To the Honorabls Board of Pardons, of the Oommonwaalik of Minne-
gota,-
Tg the undersigned Citisens of the Sfats of Yinnesota, Petition and
pray that your honormhle body will sommuts the ssntencs of 7. C. Younger
and James H. Younger, %o thirtr-five yonrs, less good time, so0 that
may return to tgzzr native stats of Missouri, and pass the fav ramnining
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H.T. WiLLIAMS,
Mamwyper,
SEDALIA, MISSOURI.

PERSONAL.
April 10, 1901,
To Hon, Sammel R, Van Sant,
Governor,
Saint Paul,
Minn.
Dear 8ir:-

I have noted with interest and some degree of anxiety the
press reports of efforts made in behalf of liberation of the Youngers.
Have felt prompted on many occasions to express my sentiments on the
question of passing a law for the avowed purpose of forgiveness and
freedom to these men; but as often, until now, have forborne such
expression lest it be thought that only the friends of the outlaws
had a right to speak and that any opposition to their undertaking
would%%haracterized as harsh and unfeeling. I have however, some
thought of the past, some feeling for the innocent dead and the sorra
of their loved ones, some concern for the good name of my native
state and some respect for simple, unsentimental justice. I there-
fore believe that to liberate the Youngers would be wrong, as an
example, wrong as a precedent and wholly wrong upon principle, An
injustice to the people of Minnesota and a greater injustice to the
three millions of people of Missouri, This belief arises from no
personal interest, no personal feeling.

Though I have lived in Missouri during all of my past life,
I never saw either of these men, Numerous are those who know their
names as a household word but have never seen them, I am neither

their personal friend nor their personal enemy. My position toward



H.T.WiLLIAMS,
Mamyper,
SEDALIA, MISSOQURI.
-
them is the same as 1t would be under like circumstances t¢ any other
eriminals, who had made a profession of shooting.down innocent men;
who had revelled in human blood, who had inaugerated and maintained
a reign of terror among the people of a great State; who by their
example had been an inspiration to lives of crime on the part of
young men who without such inspirations might have been useful citi-
zens, who for years bid defiance to law and authority; who had roamel
the State at will and in whose path the life of no man was safe;
who had by acts of daring lawlessness stamped their criminal character
upon the very name of their own State; who had caused Missouri to
be known abroad as the home of the highway Robber and murderer; and
my position toward such criminals would be that they should rejoice
ani he glad to live --- simply to live; that exceeding great joy
should come to them in contemplation of the blessihgs surrounding
tha@)in humanikeepers)and in the opportunity to confess to the Savior
of mankind and to all the world their past crimes praying daily the
forgiveness of both God and man,

I could conceive of no condition making it justifiable to
treat such men better than lesser criminals,

To forget, to excuse, to palliate crime is a sentiment all
to prevalent now. Its frequent manifestation but encourages lawless-
ness in those inclined towards evil. It but feeds the monster that
is at war with all of our institutions erected and provided for safe-
guarding the rights, liberties and morals of the people. More stern
heroic treatment of crime would do more to its suppression than all
the forgiveness on earth. All that crime wants 1is opportunity and

assurance of escape or leniency. You can't train a rattlesnake to



H.T.WILLIAMS,
Wamyper,

SEDALIA, MISSOURL.

..3..
be good by petting and warming him. Such action increases strength
and venomn, The remedy for the rattlesnake 1s execution. I believe
that until something hetter is discovered, the remedy for crime is

proper punishment - certain, swift and sure. If mercy is to be

exercised let it be to the young and weak, not to the veteran.,

It seems to me that the good people of Minnesota should be
no less determined now to stand by their laws than they were when

the innocent Haywood was shot down in cold blood.

I see in this mornings paper that the bill has been recon-
sidered, passed and now referred to you. I therefore write you

personally,

Most respectfully,

Rl (S TY
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Ozro B. GoULD,
ATTORNEY AT LAW,

SnivE Broow.

WiNoNa, Minn.,, May 10, 1901,
lTon. S. R. van Sant,
Ste Panl, Minn.,

Dear Governor: -

1t appears from the papers that another effort is
being made to release the Youngers, As a citizen of the state
long before and ever since the Northfield tragedy, and familiar
with its history, 1 beg leave respectfnlly to enter my most earnest
prot est against this ontrage npon jnstice. While the law is not
to be nsed as an instrmment of vengeance, it shonld be adminis-
tered with firmness and consistency. 1f a life sentence is %o
mean anything in any case, it certainly shonld be given its ntmost
effect in such a case as this. From the time of the cold blooded
murder of poor Heywood to this howr, in the eyes of some of onr
people, these prisoners have been surronnded by 2 nimbws of hero-
jem. This mock sentimentality has lost no oceasion for its mani-
festation. 1t was reported even when these murderers were in the
jail at Faribanlt, their hands yet red with the blood of their
imocent victim, that these sentimentalists sent them bognets
and other mementos of their silly regard, while ever since in
season and out of season, the effort for their liberation has been
proseented. 1t is to be hoped that the Board of pardons will be
able to withstand the pernicions appeals of these soft-heart ed
enthugiasts. "The gnality of merey"has already been "strained"
if tHi§ é4se, else these men wonld have been sent to hell by way

of the gallowé imnelidtely after their offence and been thns




Ozro B, GOULD,
ATTORNEY AT LAW,

¢
SrLape Broow,

S, Rs Van Sant -2- WiNoNa, MINN.,
forever beyond the reach of pardon.

The law at that time as yon may remember, provided for hang-
ing only on verdiet of the jury and to avoid this penalty these
villains plead gnilty so that no jnry conld give the fatal sen-
tence, and by this technicality their wotthless lives have been
thus far prolonged at the expense of the states

Crimes committed in the heat of passion, or where the reason-
ing power has not had its proper opportunity to control the natural
propensities, may be in a measure palliated or forgiven on the
gronnd of hwmn weakness, bnt where men begin a career of crime
in their yonth and pnrsne it steadily to manhod, leaving their
native haunnts to follew a co-rse of plunder and robbhery in dis-
tant places, armed to ecommit murder if necessary, and sctnally
commit it in furtherance of their wicked pnrposes and then escape
the gallows throngh technicalities of the law, there is no exeuse
for mitigating the rigors of punishment., Such men are ontlaws;
they are beyond the pale of that mercy which might be sh own to
ordinary eriminals., The demands of ovr Christian eivilization
regnire that such brutal offences, so deliberately plamed and
carried ont and evincing such a depraved and wicked natvre should
nndergo the severest condemnation provided by the laws of the land.

1t is Polly to talk of reformation and good condnet under the
eireumstances of this case.

*When the devil was sick- the devil a monk wonld be,
When the devil was well- the devil a monk was he."



Ozro B. GoULD,
ATTORNEY AT LAW,

Srapes Broow,

WiNoNa, MINN.,
S« Re Van Sant -3-

1f these men have behaved themselves in prison it is no more than
was to be expected. 1t wonld have been very mmnch against their
interests to have done otherwise. 171ad they not behaved well the
prison discipline wonld have been hard to bear and the loving
solieitnde of their sentimental friends might have been forfeited.
They had everything to gain and nothing to lose by being "good",
Age may have diminished their capacity and long reflect ion miti-
gated their propensity for crime, so that if released they wonuld
be hereafter innoxious, bnt ontraged jnstice, the majesty of the
law and the blood of their victims, demands the full penalty

which the eonrt prononnced upon them.

Youra_rospectfnlly,

oy A,
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l LANTERS [Horien Co.

HeENRY WEAVER, GeEnerat MANAGER.
St. Louis. U.S.A.

™ p— DOMFORTABLE Awo HOMELINE

LCUISINE AND SERVICE UNSURPASSED.

RATES NO HIGHER THAN OTHER
FIRST CLASS HOTELS.
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ABSOLUTELY FIRE-PROO

To The Governor, and Béfdonig Board,
3t, Paul Minn,
I understand that W, 2. Bronaugh. and others are on their way to do all
They Can to Induce you to release the Notorious Thieves Thugs and
Wanton HMurderers The Youngers,

all this Matter of Getting their release is Urged By Ex thieves and trai
and Bank Robbers, and all the Better element. what Little there is in Their
Home HNeighborhood., will Be under everlasting Obligations to You if you

will Keep them right where they are. as long as they Live,

I am a Minister of the Gospel. and want Right to every Body and to
Every living Creeping Thing.
But Them tww, Men Deserve to Be Hung, and to Have them back here among

Us is something That all the Be:ter element Abhor,
To be caddid and Frank with you, for any Citizen That lives in Their Cld

Home Loecality to Sign a Remonstrance, or Openly Cppose their Being
Released would be Avenged By Being shot or Burned Out,

s0 You will Please Fo r Gods Sake, and the sake of Innocent Citizens,
Of Jackson and adjoining Counties Keep them right where they are at. and

Where they so Justly belong.
I dare not sign My own name to this. My life would pay the Penalty

If I did, S0 that I am Compelled, To abstain From signing lly own name to

This request. Please Wont You grant the Prayers of all the Better element

That Know them Best,
Very Respectfully., a friend to Right and Justice,
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ESTABLISHED 1852.

TELEPHONE CALL, 833-2. 9//2 /%M}é _M)L_lz_'bh'_lﬂ_ﬂl/y/

Hon. llenry Wolfer, Warden,
State Penitentiary,
Stillwater, Minn,

Dear Sir:

I have the following propositions %o make to youn in regard to the
employment of the Younger Brothers:

lat I will furnish them a fine store in a suitable locaticn for
a cigar and tobacco business, They can run the business in my name .,
I will furnish them a first class man to help them run the stere, They,
the Younpers, to have all the proflits or on shares as they see fit, I will
see to it that they have the nag4aldsy monoy for the business and they can
make my home their home,

24 If they are employed at the Andrew Schoch Grocery Co. they
can also make my home their gpme. ( The Andrew Schoch nroposition ie
forwarded to you by same mail. He will give them to start with $60.00 &
piece and rut them at some congenial cccupation, I ean highly recommend
Mr. Schoch as a Christian gentlemen, kind and humane and one for whom it
would be z pleasure to work,)

3 T If you employ them anywhere in St, Paul I will offer them my
home rs their home, As you are aware my residence 1s very retired:,
bounded on CentralAve., Robert 8t., and Aurora Ave. across from the Convent
of Visitation and very little exrosed tc the publie. I have a liprary
of 1000 volumes whieh in their leisure Hime they could make use of. |
Foring you will see your way clear to accept one of the propositiom |

i WS, e |

I remain
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"DRUNKENNESS IS A DISEARASE.,"

INTER-STATE
INSTITUTE

DRINK, DRUG AND TOBACCO HABITS
CURED WITHOUT ANY BAD
AFTER EFFECTS.

ST. PAUL MILWAUKEE
INSTITUTE INSTITUTE
No. 412 Rosabel Street No. 1i44 Eighth Street,
4, > H.M\:l;lcr::i?n:'c:-n .D. Yeenr, v. P ¥
AMEieR, Pre®
Gorint P, M D22 2T/0T 190

Honorable Samuel R.Van Sant.,
Governor State of Minnesote
Dear Sir:

We understand that the "Younger Bros".have filed
with the Hon.Board of Pardons,a petition for their absolute pardon,and
that the same will be acted on shortly.

We would therefore like to add our voices to the universal cry
of the people of the "Great State of Minnesota"™ viz: To grant the boys a
full pardon,so that they may go and come at will.

We feel sure,that they will nevermore sin against the laws of
man,and that they will henceforth lead honest and upright lives,and that
in granting the pardon,you will be endorsed by a great majority of your
constituents.

Trusting that you will take favorable action in the matter,
we beg leave to remain,

Very Respectfully,




To the Honorable Board of Pardons,
St. Paul, Minn,
Gentlemen:

Understandings that a petition will be.presented to your honorable
body on the 13th of this month in behalf of the Younger Brotﬁern, asking
that their sentence be commuted to 25 years, we, the undersigned, rems-
pectfully petition that the clemency aske&'fo;.be granted,

Dated at Buffalo, Wright County, Mznnesota, Jan. Gth, 1902,
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LYNDON A SMITH (v Governon. SAMUELA LANGUM, Secy
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Thirty-Second Session
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TO THE HONORABLE BOARD OF PARBOF;

Eu!\ date JJ

AND BOARD OF PRISON MANABERS.

We, the undersigned, being members of the Senate of the State

of Minnesota, are fn favor of the paroling or pardoning of the Younger

brothers, now confined in State= Prison at Stillwater, as indicated

by our name.

In favor o role.
/@W g
f K;W'f /7
{f'f;(?U (C(ﬁfc{r
A7 S
v

In favor of Full Pardon.

T,



TO THE HONORABLE BOARD OF PARDOWS,

AND BOARD OF PRISON MANAGERS.

We, the undersigned, being members of the Senate of the State
of Minnesota, are in favor of the paroling or pardoning of the Younger
Brothers, now confined in States Prison at Stillwater, as indlicated

by cur name,

/;n favor of Parole. In favor of Fall Pardon.
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