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PROCLAMATION OF THE ADOPTION 

OF AN 

AJAENDMENT TO THE STATE CONSTITUTION 

S T A T E 

. . . . -.-- .. --.-

0 F M I N N E S O T A 

-: EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT:-

WHEREAS, The Legislature of the State of Minnesota, by an 

Act proposing an amendment to Section four (4) of Article one (1), 

of the Constitution of the State of Minnesota, approved March 13th, 

1889, did enact as follows: 

• • 

- SECTION I -

The following amendment to Section four (4) of Article one (1) of 

the Constituti on of the State of Minnesota, is h ereb y proposed to 

the people of said State for their approval or rejection, that is 

to say : To add at the end of said Section the following paragraph: 

"And the LeCTislature may provide that the agre ement of five-sixthS 

(5/6) of any jury in an:r civil action or proceeding after not less 

than six hours deliberation shall be a sufficient verdict therein". 

1 J 



- SECTION II -

The proposed amendment shall "b e submitted to the people of said 

State for their approval or rejection at the next general election 

for the year A. D. eighteen hundred and ninety (1890), and each of 

the legal voters of said State may, at said election, vote by bal-

lot for or against said amendment, and t he returns t hereof shall be 

made and certified, and such votes and the result thereof declared 

in the 1:1anner provided b y law for returning, certifying and can-

vassing votes at general elections for State officers and declari~ 

the result thereof, and if it shall appear therefrom that a major-

ity of the voters present and voting at said election upon said 

amendment "yes" or "no" have voted in favor of the same, then with-

in ten (10) days after the result shall have been ascertained, the 

Governor shall make proclamation thereof, and said amendment shall 

thereupon take effect and be in full force as part of the Constitu-

tion of the State of Minn esota. 

. . . 

AND WHEREAS It appears from the official canvass of the 

votes cast for and against the aforesaid cons ti tu.ti onal amend.men t, 

made in conformity with law, that a majority of the voters present 

and voting at said election upon said constitutional mnendment 



voted for its adoption: 

NOW THEREFORE, I, William R. Merriam, Governor of the 

State of 'Minnesota, by virtue of the power vested in me, and in 

compliance with the Act aforesaid, do hereby PUBLISH and PROCLAIM 

that the proposed AMENDMENT TO SECTION FOUR (4) OF ARTICLE ONE {l ) 

OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF MINlmSOTA has been ratified arrl 

adopted in the manner prescribed by the Constitution and Laws of 

the State, and has become valid and a part of the Constitution of 

the State of Minnesota. 

Attest, 

Secretary of State. 

In Testimony Whereof, I have hereunto 

set my hand and caused to be affixed 

the Great Seal of the State of Minne-

sota, at the Capitol, in the city of 

Saint Paul, this 20th day of Decem-

ber, A. D. one thousand eight hundroo. 

and ninety . > 

Lut'.'~ __ J 
Governor of Minnesota. 
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State of Minnesota, 

Executive Department . 

Whereas the Legislature of the State of Minnesota , by an act 

propo3ine an amendment to section thirty- three (33) of article four (4) 

of the constitution of the state of Minnesota , prohibiting special 

lerrislation, approved April 15th , 1891 , did enact as follows : 

Section 1. The following amendment to section thirty- three 

(33 ) of artiole four (4) of the constitution of the state of Minnesota 

is hereby proposed to the people of said state for their approval or 

rejection, which said section when so approved shall read as follows: 

SECTION 33. In all cases when a general law can be made 

applicable no special law shall be enacted ; and whether a general law 

could have been made applicable in any case is hereby declared a 

judicial question , and as such shall be judicially determined without 

reaard to any legislative assertion on that subject . The Legislature 

shall pass no local or special law regulatine the affairs of , or in-

oorporatinc, erecting or cha..nging the lines of any county, city, 

village tovmship , ward or school district , or creating the offices or 

prescritine the powers and duties of the officers of, or fixing or 

relatine to the compensation , s~lary or fees of the same , or the mode 

of election or appointment thereto; authorizing the laying out , open-
ing, altering vacatine or maintaining roads , hiffhvrays, streets or 

alleys; remittine fines , penalties or forfeiture~; regulatine the 

powers , duties and practice of justices of the peace, oagistrates and 

constn.bles; chancinrr t.te names of p-ersons , places, lakes or rivers; 

for openine and conJ~ctinff of electiuns , or fixing or chanaine the 

places of voting; authorizincr the ~doption or lecitioation of children 

chanaincr the law of descent or succession; conferrinrr rights upon 



take effect and be in full force as a part of the constitution of 
the sk:,te of l.~i nnesota. 

And whereas it appears from the official canvass of the 
votes cast for and acainst t he aforesaid constitutional ruJendment , and 
in confomit y with law , that a majority of the voters present and 
votincr at said election upon said constitutional amendment voted for 
its adoption: 

Now therefore , I William R. 1,!erriam, Goven1or of the state 
of Minnesota by virtue of the power vested in r.ie , and in com liance 
with the act aforesaid , do hereby publish , and proclaim that the 

proposed amend!:lent to section thirty- three (33) of article four (1) 

of the constitution of the state of Uinnesota , has been ratified and 
adopted in the ~wner prescribed by the constitution ~~,1>",o,f~ 

91r,~~ ,a,uJ, uf41-u$a ~\,, <ef t:cn~~.,!i,,w 

In test:i.::lonywhereof , I have hereunt 0 

By tne 

set oy hand and caused to be affixed the 

Great seal of the state of llinnesota, 

at the capitol in the city of Sai~t Paul 

this twe. ~ Uay of December , A. D. , 

one thousa...1d eicht hundred and ninety 

two. 

Governor of Hinnesota. 
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PRO CLAM AT ION, 

or the Adoption or an Amendment to the State Constitution by adding a 

proviso authorizing the levy and collection or a tax on Inheritances , 

Devises, Bequests, Legacies and Gitts . 

State or Minnesota, 

Executive Department. 

'IIHERP~S, the Legislature of the state of Minnesota, by an Act 

proposing an amendment to section one (1) or Article nine (9) or the 

Constitution of the State or Minnesota, by adding a proviso authorizing 

the levy and collection or a tax on Inheritances, Devises, Bequests, 

Legacies and Gifts, approved April 17th, A. D. 1893, did enact as 

follows:-

"Section 1. The tollowing amendment to section one ot 

article nine or the Constitution or the State of Minnesota is hereby 

proposed to the people of said state for their approval or rejection, 

that is to say, to add at the end or said section the following proviso: 

"And provided further , that there may be by law levied and collected 

a tax upon all inheritances, devises, bequests, legacies atd gifts ot 

every kind and description above a fixed and specitied sum, of any and 

all natural persons and corporations. Such tax above such exempted sum 

may be uniform or it may be graded or progressive, but shall not exceed a 

maximum tax of five per cent." 

"Sec. 2. This proposed amendment shall be submitted to the 

people of said state tor their approval or rejection at the next general 

election tor the year eighteen hundred and ninety-tour, and each of 
\ \ 

~he legal voters of said state may, at said election, vote by ballot ·tor 
or against said amendment, and the returns thereof shall be made and 

certified, and such votes and the result#thereor declared in the manner 

provided by law for returning, certifying and canvassing votes at 

general elections for the state officers and declaring the result thereof 



and if it shall appear therefrom that a majority of the voters present 

and voting at said election upon said amendment "yes" or •no" have voted 

in favor of the same, then within ten days after the result shall have 

been ascertained, the §overnor shall make proclan1ation thereof, and said 

amendment shall thereupon take effect and be in full force as part of 

the Constitution or the State of Minnesota." I 
0 

~,I ;, AND WHEID~AS, it appears from the officia1. canvass of :wre v' tes 
f 

east for and against the aforesaid c oqst1 tutiona1[.~endrilent, ma~'. in~ C. 
conformity with law, tha t a majortty o·t t he voters present and 1-0tintat > 
said election upon said constitutional amen~ent voted ior its ~ptfon, L 

"' I,. NO\'/ THF.Wc:FORE, I, Knute Nelson, Oo~ernOT oft$ State~! ! 
Minnesota·, by virtue of the power vest,ed in me a1id in compl anctwi t \ the., 

( I ..., 

act A.foresa id, do hereby publ ish and p.roclairn th the ptop 'r d t 
ment to section one (1) of Article niae (9) of th~ Cons ti tut1: 6n t:K.e 

State of Minnesota, has been ratified and adopt ed in the manner prescribed 

by the Constitution and Laws of the State of Minnesota and has bt•corne 

va lid an<l a pa rt of ' ... h(; Cons t i t.ut. i on of thJ~ StHt o o 

Attest: 

IH TF:STU.tONY WHRREOF, I have hereunto 

set my hand and caused to be affixed 

the Great Seal or the State of 

Minnesota at t he Capitol in the City 

or ·sa 1nt PauJ. this~:-~. 

day of .)3- ~"J..,,.-. A . D . 189 ef.-_ .. 

<lovernor. 

Secre t a ry of State. 
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PROCLAMATION OF THE ADOPTION 

OF 

AMENDMEN':i?S TO THE STATE CONSTITUTION . 

State or Minnesota, 

Executive Department . 

WHEREAS , the Legislature of the State of Minnesota , by "An Ac t 

providing for an amendment to section rour (4) or art icle five (5 ) of 

the Constitution of the State or Minnesota, defining the authority and 

duties of the Governor in relation to pardons !or criminal offenses and 

creating a Board of Pardons," approved April 26th, A. D. 1895 , did enact 

as follows: ,.. 

"Section i . The following amendment to section four ( 4 ) of a~ticle 

t"ive (5 } o-r the constitution o'f the state o!' Minnesota is hereby proposed 

to the peop Je or said state !or their approval or rejection , that is to 

say , by striking from said section the following words, vis. : "And he 

shall have power to grant reprieves and pardons after conviction for 

offenses against the state ," and inserting in lieu thereof the following , 

that is to say: "And he shall have power in conjunction with the board or 

pardons, of which the Governor shall ba ex-officio a member, and the 

other members of which shall consist of the attorney general of the 

state or Minnesota and the chief justice or the supreme court of the 

state or Hinnesota , and whose powers and duties shall be defined and 

reeulated by law, to grant reprieves and pardons after conviction for 

orrenses agains t the state ." 

Sec . 2. This proposed amendment shall be submitted to the people 

or said state f or their approval or r ej ection at the next general 

election for the year e i ghteen hundred and ninety-six (1896 ); and each 

or the legal voters o! said state may at said election vote by ballot 

for or against said funendment in the manner now provided ! or by law f or 



2 

voting up on amendments to the constitution and the r e turns thereof 

made and certified and such votes and the result thereof declared in the 

manner provided by law for returning, certifying and canvassing votes it 

general elections, and it it shall appear therefrom that a majority or 

the voters present and voting at said election upon said g@pcbne~, have 

voted in favor or the same, then within ten (10) days after the result 

shall have been ascertained according to law, the governor shall make 

proclamation thereor and s aid amendment shall thereupon take effe,ct and 

be in full force as part or the constitution or the state or Minnesota." 

AND VlHEREAS, said Legislature, by "An Act proposing an 

amendment to section one (1) or article seven (7) or the Cons t itution 

or t he State of Minnesota which relates to the elective franchise," 

approved March 2nd, A. D. 1895, did enact as follows:.-
' "Section 1. The following amendment to a part or art1•le seven 

(7) or the constitution or the state or Minnesota is hereby proposed 

to the people of said state for their approval or rejection, ,that is to 

say, change section one (1) or article seven (7) or said constitution 

so that said section one (1) shall read as follows: 

Section one (1). What persons are entitled to vote: 

Every male person of the age or twenty-one (21) years or 

upwards belonging to either or the following classes, who has resided 

in this state six (6) months next preceding any election, shall be 

entitled to vote at such election in the election district or which he 

shall &t the time have been ror thirty (30) days a resident, for all 

officers that now are, or hereafter may be, elective by the people. 

Firet--Citizens or the United States who have been such for the 

period of three (3) months next preceding any election. 

Second--Persons or mixed white and Indian blood, who have adopted 

the customs and habits or civilization. 

Third--Persons of Indian blood residing in this state, who have 

adopted the language, customs and habits or civilization, aft er an 

l 
I 
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examination berore any district court or t he state, in such manner as 

may be provided by law, and shall have been pronounced by said court 

capable of enjoying the rights of citizenship within the state. 

Sec. 2. This proposed amendment shall be submitted to the 

people or s aid state !or their approval or rejection at the next general 

election for t he ye ar eighteen hundred and ninety.,..six (1896) and each 

or the legal voters of s aid state may, at said election, vote by ballot 

for or against said amendment, and the returns thereof shall be made and 
.. 

certified, and such votes and the result thereof declared in the manner 

provided by law for re,turning, certifying and canvassing votes at general 

elections for the state officers and declaring the result thereof, and 

if it shall appear therefrom that a majority or the voters present and 

voting at said election upon said amendrnent, "Yes" or "No", have voted 

in favor of the same, then within ten (10) days after the result shall 

have been ascertained, the governor shall make proclamation thereof, and 

said amandment shall thereupon take errect, and be in full force as part 

of t he constitution of t he State of Minnesota." 

AND WHEREAS, said Legislature, by "An Act proposing an 

amendment to article rour (4) of the constitution of t he state of 

Minnesota allowing cities already incorporated, and villages desiring to 

become incorporated as cities, to frame their own charters as cities," 

approved April 8th, A. D. 1895, did enact as follows:e 

"Section 1. The following amendment to article four (4) of the 

constitution of the state of Minnesota is hereby proposed to the people 

of s aid state for their approval or rejection, which amendment when so 

approved shall be known as se~tion 36 of said article four (4) and shall 

read as follows: 

Sec. 36. Any city or village in this state may frame a charter for 

its own government as a city consistent with and subject to the laws of 

this state as follows: The legislature shall provide, under such 

restrictions as it deems proper, for a board of fifteen freeholders, 
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who shall be and for the past five years shall have been qualified 

voters thereof, to be appointed by the district judges of the judicial 

district in which the city or village is situated, which board shall 

within six months atter its appointment return to the chief magistrate 

or such city or village a draft or such charter signed by the members or 

said board, or a majority thereof. Such charter shall be submitted to 

the qualified voters of such city or village at the next election there-

after, and if four~sevenths or the qualified voters woting at such 

election shall ratify the same, it shall at the end of thirty days 

thereafter become the charter or such city or village as a city, and 

supercede any existing charte.r and amendments thereof; provided , that 

in cities having patrol limits now established such charter shall 

require a three~rourths majority vote of the qualified voters, voting at 
' such election, to change the patrol limits now established. 

Betore any city shall incorporate under this act, the legisla-
within , 

ture shall pre.scribe by law the general limitsAwhich such! sharter shall 

be framed. Duplicate certificates shall be made setting forth the 

charter proposed and its ratification, which shall be signed by the 

chief magistrate of said city or village, and authenticated by its 

corporate seal . One of said certificates shall be deposited in the 

office or the secretary of state, and the other, after being recorded 

in the office of the register of deeds for the county in which such city 

or village lies, shall be deposited among the archives of such city or 

village, and all courts shall take judicial notice thereof. Such charter 

so deposited may be amended by a proposal therefor made by a board or 

fifteen freeholders aforesaid, published Bor at least thirty day• in 

three newspapers of general circulation in such city or village, and 

accepted by three~rifths of the qualified voters of such city or village 

voting at the next election, and not otherwise; but such charter shall 

always be in harmony with and subject to the• cons ti tu.ti on and laws or 

the state of Minnesota. The legislature may prescribe the duties of the 
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commi~sion relative to submitting amendments of charter to the vote of 

the people. 
"The board of freeholders above provided for shall be permanent 

and all the vacancies by death, disability to perform duties, resignation 

or removal from the corporate limits shall be filled by appointment in 

the same manner as the original board was created, and said board shall 

always contain its full complement of members. 

"It shall be a feature of all such charters that there shall be 

provided, among other things, tor a mayor or chief magistrate, and a 

legislative body or either one or two houses; if or two houses at least 

one of them shall be elected by general vote of the citizens. 

"In submitting any such charter or amendment thereto to the 

qualified voters or such city or Tillage any alternate section or 

article may be presented for the choice or the Yoters, and may be voted 

on separately without prejudice to other articles or sections of the 

charter or any amendment thereto. 

"The legislature may provide general laws relating to affairs 

or cities, the application of which may be limited to cities or over 

fifty thousand inhabitants, or to cities or fifty and not less than 

fifteen thousand inhabitants, or to cities or fifteen thousand inhabi~ 

tants or less, which shall apply equally to all such cities of either 

class, and which shall be paramount while in force to the provisions 

relating to the same matter included in the local charter herein provided 

for. But no local charter, provision or ordinance passed thereunder 

shall s~percede any general law or the state defining or punishing 

crimes or misdemeanors." 

Sec. 2. This proposed amendment shall be submitted to the 

people or this state for their approval or rejection at the next general 

election held therein, and each of the legal voters at said election may 

vote by ballot for or against said proposed amendment, and the returns 

thereof shall b& certified and such votes canvassed and the result 

thereof declared in the manner provided by law for the returning, 
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certifying and canvassing votes at the general election for the state 
officers and declaring the result thereof; and if it shall appear there-
from that a majority of the voters present and voting at said election 
upon said amendment have voted in favor of the same, then, immediately 
after t he result shall have been ascertained, the governor shall make 
proclrunation thereof and s aid amendme;nt shall thereupon take effect and 
be in full force as a part of the Constitution of the Stata of Minnesota: 

AND WHEREAS, said Legislature, by "An Act proposing an 
amendment to section thirteen {13), article one (1) of the constitution 
of the state of Minnesota, relating to taking private property for 
public use," approved March 23rd, A. D. 1895, did enact as follows: 

"Section l. The followin;g amendment to section thirteen (13), 
article one (1), of the constitution of t be state of Minnesota is 
hereby proposed to the people of' the, state !or their approval or 
rejection, that is to say, said section shall be amended to read as 
follows: Private property shall not be taken, destroyed or Gamaged for 
public use, without just compensation therefor first paid or secured. 

Sec. 2. This proposed amendment shall be submitted to the 
people of t he state for their approval or r~jection at the next general 
election for the year 1896, and each of the legal voters of the state 
may at s aid election vote by ballot for or against said amendment and 
the returns thereof shall be made and certified to, the votes and 
returns the r eof declared jn the manner provided by law, for returning, 
certit'ying and canvassing votes at general elections and declaring the 
results thereof. And if it shall appe,ar therefrom that a majority of 
the voters present and voting at said election upon ~aid amendment "Yes" 
or"No" have voted in favor of the same, then withi,n ten lays after the 
returns shall have been ascertained, the governor shall make proclamation 
thereof and said amendment shall thereupon take effect and be in full 

force as part of the constitution of the state of Minnesota." 
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AND WHEREAS, said Legislature, by "An Act to amend artivle 

eight (8) of the constitution of the state of Minnesota, relating to 

school funds, education and science," approved April 11th, A. D. 1895, 

did enact as follows: 

"Section 1. The following amendment or article eight (8) of 

the constitu.tion of the state of' Minnesota is hereby proposed to the 

people for approval or rejection, that is to say, that said article 

eight (8) be amended by adding thereto the following section, viz.: 

Sec. 6. Thij :perrnanent school and university fund or this state may 

be invested in the purchase of bonds of any county, school district, 

city, town or village of this state, but no such investment shall be made 

until approved by the board or commissioners designated by law to 

regulate the investment of the permanent school fund and the permanent 

university tund or this state; nor shall such loan or investment be made 

when the issue or which the same in part wbuld make the entire bonded 

indebtedness exceed seven percent of the assessed valuation or the 

taxable real property or the county, school district, city, town or 

village issuing such bonds; nor shall such loans or indebtedness be made 

at a lower rate of interest than three per cent per annum nor for a 

shorter period than five (5) years nor for a longer period than twenty 

(20) years, and no change or the town, school district, village, city 

or county lines shall relieve the real property in such town, school 

district, county, village or city in this state at the time of issuing 

or such bonds from any liability for taxation to pay such bonds. 

Sec. 2. This proposed amendment shall be submitted to the 

people of this state for their approval or rejection at general election 

occurring next after the passage or this act, and the qualified electors 

of the state i~ their respective districts may at such election vote 

for or against said amendment by ballot; and the returns thereof shall 

be made and certified within the time, and such votes canvassed and the 
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result thereof declared in the manner provided by law with reference to 

the election or state officers, and if it shall app: ear thereupoo that 

a majority of the electors present and voting for or against th& 

proposed amendrnent to the constitution , as provided in the next section , 

have voted in favor of the same, then the governoE shall maka proclama~ 
tion thereof, and such amendment shall take effect and be in force as 

a part of the constitution." 

AND 'Wh'EREAS, said Legislature, by "An Act proposing an 

amendment to the constitution of the state of Minnesota, to/ authorize 
the taxation of the property of sleeping, drawing room and parlor car, 
and other companies and owners, in the manner therein provided," 

approved April 26th, A. D. 1895, did enact as follows:~ 

"Section 1 . The following amendment to the constitution of 
the state of Minnesota is hereby proposed to the people of said state 
for approval or re jection , that is to say , to add at the end of article 
9 thereof an additional section, to be appropriately numbered, and to 
be as follows: 

"The legislature may impose, or provide for the imposition or, 
upon the property within this state of any and all owner~ or operators, 

whether corporate or individual, or otherwise, of any and all sleeping, 

parlor and drawing room cars, or any or Jither of the sarne, which run 

in, into or through this state; also upon the property within this state 

or any and all telegraph and telephone companies, or owners, whose 

lines are in, or extend in, into or through this state; also upon the 
property within this state of all express companies, or 'O\'l!lers, or any 
or either of the same doing business in this state; also upon the 

property within this state of all domestic insurance companies of this 

state of any kind; also upon the property within this state of any and 

all foreign insurance companies doing business in this state of any kind; 
also upon the property within this state of all owners or operators of 

------ -
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any and all mines or of mineral ores situated in this state; also upon 
the property within this state of all boom companies or owners, and of 
all ship builders or owners doing business in this state or having a 
port therein; provid!!_C!., that this act shall not apply to property owned 
by railroad companies, their lanas and other property; and upon the 
property or either or any of such companies or owners a tax, as uniform 
as reasonably may be with the t axes imposed upon sirniln.r property in 
said state, or upon the earnings thereof within this state, but may be 
graded or progressive, or both, and in providing for such tax, or in 
providing for ascertaining the just and true value of such property, it 
shall be competent for the legislature, in either or all of such cases, 
to impose such tax, upon any or all property thereof within this state, 

and in ei~her case by taking as the basis of such imposition the 
proportionate business, eannings, mileage or quantity of production or 
property now or hereafter existing of any such companies, persons or 
owners, transacted or existing in this state, in relation to the entl r "' 

business, mileage or quantity or production or property of such 
co:npanies, persons or owners as aforesaid; or in such other manner, or 
by such other method, as the legislature may determine; but the proceeds 
of such taxes upon mining property shall be distributed b•tween the 
state and the various political subdivisions thereof wherein the same is 
situated in the same proportion as the proceeds of taxes upon real 
property are distributed; pro_vided further, that nothing in this act 
contained shall operate to authorize the assessment or-- taxation of land 
or ordinary business blocks ot property ovmed by any such corporation, 
person, firm or company except in the manner providad by the ordinary 
methods or taxation." 

Sec. 2. ThTs :.proppsed amendment shall be submitted to the 
people of said state, for their approva+ or rejection, at the next 
general election for the year 1896. Each of the legal voters of said 
state may, at said election, vote by ballot for or against said amend~ 
mant, and such election shall be conducted and the returns thereof made, 
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certified and canvassed, and the result thereof proclaimed, in the manner 

provided by law, save that it shall be sufficient to state upon the 

ballots prepared therefor, as follows; 

"Constitutional amendment providing for the taxation of 

slee.ping car and other companies, and owners." etc., "Yes, No," but this 

shall not preclude the adoption of said amendment in any manner whatso-

ever. If it shall appear from such canvass and proclamation that a 

majority of the voters vot ing a,t said election upon said amendment "Yes" 

or "No" have voted in favor or the same, said amendment shall, upon such 

proclamation, take effect and be in full force as part of the constitu-

tion ff the state of Minnesota." 

AlTD WHEREAS, it appears from the official canvass of'. the 

votes cast for and against each of the aforesaid constitutional 

amendments, made in conformity with law, that a majority or the voters 

present and voting at said election upon each of said several 

arnendments, voted for their adoption, 

NOW THEREFORE, I, D. M. Clough, Governor of the State of 

Minnesota, by virtue of the power vested in me and in compliance with 

the afore aaid acts or the Legislature of this State, do hereby publish 

and proclaim that the proposed amen&nent to section four (4) or 

article five (5), and the proposed amendment to section one (1) of 

article seven (7), and the proposed amendment to article tour (4), and 

the proposed amendment to section thirteen (13) oa article one (1), and 

the proposed amendment to article eight (8), and the proposed amendment 

to authorize the taxation of all the property of sleeping, drawing room 

and parlor car, and other companies and owners in the manner thereQ 

provided, of the constitution of the state of Minnesota have been 

ratified and adopted, each and all, in the manner prescribed by the 



11 

cons ti tut ion and la rs or this state, and have become valid and parts 

or the Constitution of the State of Minnesota. 

Attest: 

EN TESTfMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set 
ii 

--Ci ,,._ C my hand-;and cause.a-- the Great Seal or I i;he 
-: )/ ¼1 Ste\ te or~_Minne sotJl,- to be here to affifed, 

, J 
a\the c/apitol, 1n; tne City of Saintt au 
this ~ -~ ~ .day or Dace. b 

I ~ -- . • •zJ t 
A . . D. 1896-;. (,,)<> 

I - / / ; I 1/f( f ½ .. r .......... ..... [ . 4 .... . ! ~ Governor . 

L 

Secretar 





r 

st. Paul, nee. 28th, 1898. 

To Hon. D. H. Clough, 

Governor, state of Minnesota. 

l, Albert Berg, Secretary of State, do hereby 

certify that, pursuant to law, the State canvassir1g Board met on De cem-

ber 20th, 1898, duly organized as such Canvassing Board, and canvassed 

the returns of the General Election of 1898. That said St ate canvas -

sing Board canvassed the vote cast for and against the following Con-

stitvtional Amendment.s. The vote set opposite each amendn:ent herewith 

follows: 

Amendment to Section 8 oft\ the constitution 
of the St ate of Minnesota which relates to 
the elective franchise of women as to 
schools or lihraries - Yes received 

Nlo received 

.Amendment to Section 1 of article fourteen of 
the constit11 tion, providing that when a majority 
of bot;h houses ~ the leeislature deem it nec-
essary to amend "-state constit.vtion, they may 
propose such amendr1Jent to he submitted to peo-
ple at any general election. Ratification of 
such proposed amendment will require majority 
of all electors voting at such election. -

Yes received 
N'o received 

A.\mendment to section 36 of article four of 
the constitution, allowing cities and vil-
lages in this state to frame thej_r own city 
charters, and classifying cities. -

Yes received 
No received 

Amendment to article 9 of the constitution to 
be known as section 16, creating a state road 
and bridge fund from investments in the in-
ternal improvement land fund, and authorizing 
the legislature to levy an annual tax not ex-
ceeding in any one year one-twentieth of 1 mill 
on all taxable property. Also creating a state 
highwa)r commission of three members, having 
general supervision of construction of state 
roads and bridges and distribution of funds. -

- - - - - 71,704 votes 
- 43,660 votes 

- - - 68,760 votes 
- - - 32,881 votes 

- - - 68~754 votes 
- - - - - 32,068 votes 

Yes received - - - - -
No received - - -

70,043 votes 
38 , 01 7 V O t e S 



I further certify that said State Ranvassing Board did, on 
' . 

the 23rd da~r of necemher, duly return and certify that each and all 

of the above quoted amendments having received a maj ori t~, vote, Yes, 

were d11ly declared carried, as vril l appear from the official returns 

made and certified to by said stat,e canvassing Board ar1d now on file in 

my office. 

(J;iven under my ha11d and t h e Great 

Seal of Minnesota at the capitol in 

st. Paul, this twenty-eighth day of 

December, A. D. 1898. 

State. 



&~ ~~~~,Cywr& 

o-t,V~~ 

m,vu v=dl-1 h/4/ 1,,b-7 



On his ,:;'/th day of Docemtcr , .1.005 , Govunor John A. Joh11so11 

v.U.1.J i::;~t. u. tmd c usod to bo f ilcd iri tt1e E ·-0cu L.iva iier,u.rt an1. of the 

Si.cl.ie or 'Jiuoe_,o~a, proclc.i,ati()n s o.:u.owo : 

I d l E S O 'l' A, 

A11.ril .l.3 , .l.:305 , dia 011&1.ct as follo. s: 

"The fo.::i..1.0' inr; ruuM1d:-.:.crn; to a rticlo uirio (9} of the Cor,stiti.,tion 
of 1,!,, [;tll o oi ;ti,u10001.Q. , to , ·c 1.hc p.u:wo of scctionD one , 1.wo , thrne , 
roui· Qll thu t1.14(mum 11t acltied o th~, clld of auid artielo adoptod :l11 l 96 , 
rc.t.atit1.; to twcutio:n , is huJ'CliJ 1,rovosod to th,, J;eop.Le of the St.c.te of 
~,'inne Otl:I. ro,· '.he:i.J· app,·vv!tl Ol' rojoetion, whl~h wnoncmcnt wnon ~doptwd 
3hall be kuo,:n ,1.., nccti ... 11 ono of mild tu ti<; .1.0 nino , thut is to st:.y: 

Section 1 . The po iOJ' or tax t··on shall nOV(ir bo sutTemfor , 
suspO?Jdud or con-i.ruct!:ld u 1-ay. 'i'tl.."<os shalJ. be uniform upor• the se.nttt e.i.ass 
of (;t j ,ct.!3, und Ghh..1...l l,e l.c iod enc- col ... cr.to for pubJ.ic puq.1oscf, , but 
p ie l,.,.!'ying ,..c-01.mdu , puP.1.ic school hot.Bos, pul,1ic hospitula , uead<'mios , 
coJ.:i.oi0s , univortdt-i-01, , ~d al EmrA.narics of lonrn~.r1g , all churches , 
church property , house of on~hip , infi itu.tior1e of pur· J.y puh.1.i • charity , 
and pu.l..1. • c pro:port. us )d e-:~clu..,iv6ly for f-Ul/ publ:i c -,ur o::w , altt:.l.L ~·C 

o;wmnt :trm:i. t3.-'ta.tion, ~nd th,•-re may o exor.ipted fro t:j,xati~n pcr~or1 l 
pt"opcrt1 not oxc<;cdi,1;~ in v lue i~00 , for oe.ch houeohod, ir1dividu J. or 
houd of u f·•~iily, 1•s tho 10,~h.1.nw.x-e may determine: P, ovr FD , that the 
lc~io.i..ttturo :na:r nuthorizo uur icir,~.i. oorpo:-·~tions to .1.ev:r a.nci col.Leet 
airncsmnonts for local 1.r. prOII(, .1•'' 1t~: up,.m 1,rorJOr1,y hon t'itod th(:r•eoy ithout 
A , ·ard -t,1 a caah VaJ.uation , wid , provickrl further. thr•t noth:inf: hernin 
contuit1od shtL i ho cons ~ruod to atfe1:: t, odif .' or- ropNl 11. y existing .1.ttw 

providing for t.ho tuxuti ou of tho ;~ ooo om·ni•1r:e of nii.l.ro di; . 

Soc. 2 . Such proposod wno1iuntrnt sht .i c subut::i.1.tou to -cho 
peoplo , !or th1ir npprov ' or raj · otion , at th<s gonot•a1 "l~ction foz· 
the yt;ar -0tu. thow-rn.nd nh10 hutHn·,, :.:nd six, tma tho qutu.i:fied 0.1.octors 
of ti1~ s·,utt:, in 1;hoir rosrni,~jvo distric-i;t; aei.y , a·1. s en tiloctinn~ , 
·wotc for or a1;u::nst. ouch pro ouod unoridmmt, liy ba..J.lot , 1 th ro uron 
thot·oo! srw .. d. ,a ro.a1fo und cortifiuJ within tho t.ir,1e, such 11otoa cw• 
vassod , urtd t o rcmut thul·oo! doc.Lnrod in tho mrmor p ovidea Ly .law with 
,·b161-oaeo t.o tho u.i.ection of state ofticun, , 8fla if it shall ap1>0ar 
theroupon tJ'w.t. a. maj,uity of a J. ·.,ho ~uctors voti .., at. tiuch o.l.t1c1.i or.l 
sh .1. havo vo t -::d for wtd t"l,l,ti!ic said Ul!1011clmor,t , as pr-ovided it1 he 
noxt s c t.ion hcruul , than th<> •. ~vvo1~nor sl:uu.J. ,,.1wr.o 11rocl ei....,ion thereof , and 
such axmndmont so rat.ifiod shall talce effect and be in force as a part of 
the Constitution . 

Sec . S. Tho b l.l.ois usod at said oloction , on said proposed 
amond.L1e11t , sh.ru...1. hti\re printed thor-oon : "A:itcmdncmt of art icl o nino of 
tho Com1titution , rolu.tini~ t.o tcuation, to tako the placu of s etiona 
on , two, three , f ou.L~ nnd tho amendment dod a"t tho end of na.id article 
w:loptod in 1896 . Yes _____ . Ho ___ __ .. ,aeh elector voting up<m 
such propoGod amcn dl:lf,'1'1t ahtt.ll place n oDOos mark . thus, "X" in !l opaeo 

" 



.i.eft on the b-Jllot upponite the words ,.Yo1o 0 and "No, r, according a,s he Jl'IO;y nsh 
to voi;e for 01· ~;ainst .s~d amcrid:.wnt, and hi& veto uhew.l be countod in 
aeco.cduneo with the c.xpr-essed ·will of such oloct.orl,. as p1~evided by tho 
election law::. of t hi~ stat,e," and 

thA at uto of Mi nmrnot a , 1~rt>VicL:i.n0 t hat any pc;rscn my sell or pedcl.:.& 

t he :p roduco of t ho fw·ai cir garden occupied Wid cult:iva.t.od Ly h.:i.n \d.thout 

olltnird ng a l i cmuw i.h o:co for . 11 Approveu April l'J, l 905 1 did eiiact as 

follo,Ts : 

"Sectim1 l. 'l'he follo'llin~; rui1or1du1(:1Ifl. to a.· t.icJ.o OlJO { l.) of thfj 
Con0titution of tho State of Hi1mooote. is hore;b,y p:roposcH.l w the .Lege.J. 
V<Jters of su.id a t u.to for ti1oir £1.}J}irovu.,_ or ;t'OJecti.on , whic;ll, i:.w10hdl.le:u'1. 
when so a.pp;r•ovou r;.:'lh.ll bH kncn,1. as s tJC tion eir)i t<::c-u (.I.ti} <Ji srdd artio..Le 
ono (1) wiGl. shall i-eao tu. fo.U.ows : 

Secti,)n .Lb. Any person 1:1Uy- 1iiCJ..1. ot pcr.HlJ.c the pruch.tcte uf the 
ta.nns or garde.ii occupiod aml cul1;ivtttn.d b~, hii'.l without attaining a +ieenae 
ther-ofo:r. 

Section 2. 1'hia i ropt>sod amoudmcint oh.JJ.l be suhmi t.1.od to the 
eiectors of aaicl ata1,1.1 for theit· aJ,proval or l'EJjo<:1.ion .:.t tbo 110.x.t 
general eleeti(m tor the yoe,r 1906, as is noz- provided \iy lav t:c.,r sub-
mission of &JOOt1&neni..s of tho eonstitutim1 of £f.i. this state, ::m-0. et..ch -0f 
tho .Lo<:.c;a... voterH of mdd a t td;.~ may at suid ulcc:t.io.n vot.o by LU.:...Lot for or 
aga::i.nst said auwuurrtl\lnt , at1G it' i:t mu.1. . .Ll tl,Pliear thon,fo:rm t.hnt a mjorit}' 
of the V()t8l"$ vot.ir1g at ~aid. ele,qtiou u:p0t1 su.io ame.t1dr--re.n 1.. !'Yos" (tt' 0No, 0 
have voi.od :i.u ft.w0-r of tho sa'.::1t:1, then within te?i days aftt}r tho rew.tlt 
shall have bet",n as,;:er·taineci the govcrrn.1r shal.L mako pro(l.J.ar.:~tion th~i.i.·oof 
and nb.id tl.l.!:Bndn.1ont shall 'i...ho.ruupQn take ~fft,et anct ho ir1 fuJ..1. 1'0:1.·co 
as pa.rt of 'the <: Ollut.itution of tho state of ,.0.r,ntJSaW.. t! &id 

Y.innes o~1 , by virtue of the power ve.stea in ae. e.nd in eompliru1ee with laY, 

tb.e propo:lod wn.rmdm,-;ut to artie.i.e ono (:i.). of the oonst.itut.ion gf 1.ha 

presoriven 'by t;he oorwtitu'ticm and law of this aute., tUid that oa.oh 

thon,cf is. ft'Om ei1d aftor the date heco.of a pa.rt of S-ueh constitution. 



Att t=-------·-----------~ 



JULIUS A. SCHMAHL, 
SECIU::TARY OF STA.Tl!: 

lion. Adolph O. Eberhart , 

Governor. 

,_f..y Dear S i r : 

s 

Accompanying herewith you will find tte report of the 

State Canvassi:ig Board of the General Election of Uovcr1ber 5th 

1912, and on 2}age six of the report yo 1, 11ill find the declaration 

of the said board to tho effect that amendment to section sixteen 

of article nine of the Constitution as cleclare1 carried, frnd also 

th&t the proposition for increasing the cross earnings t&x of 

railroacls from f<mr T)er cent to five per cent vms declared 

rctified. 

The le::• rer1u "cros a ~- rocla!'Ja tion b;-c/ :·ou to the effect 

that an anendnont to tho Cons ti tu tion has been carriecl i r'lil1cc't. ia tely 

after the canvassing board so declared. There can be no doubt 

but r;:int ;:nr .. shoulcl issue yonr proclamation as to the first item 

mentioned , and 1.t is my impression that Governor Jo hnson issued 

a proclamation several years ar,o when the tax on cross earnings 

was increased from three per cent to four 1 e r cent. To be on 

the safe side it will urobably be ~ell that your proclamation 

is issued. 

Please have extra copies made so that I can give 

them publication. 

I also ber to i~form you that on the returns to the 

state canvassing board the proposition to create a ncu county 

out of a portion of J?olk county failed of edoption, the vote 
in favor of tho nevr count;-r boing 1725, ,,h ilo the vote in 
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o r position vas 3254 . 

I 2.lso have to inf.., 1-r1 yon that on the ')ro;,0s1 tj on to create 

the nen conr.t::r o:: Clover out of a portj on of Cas s cot1r.ty the 

smae fo.ilec1 to car r :; , the vote :l.n favor bej ng 668 , ancl.. the vote 

against being 994 . 

Yours trul ;:,r , 
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