
#07-11-05 

Bulletin                                  October 1, 2007 
 
 

 
 
 ACTION/DUE DATE 
 
Please read and implement 
immediately.  
 

 
 EXPIRATION DATE 
 
The policies in this bulletin 
are ineffective as of 
October 1, 2009. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DHS Updates “Work Will 
Always Pay…With MFIP” 
Handout to show changes 
effective October 1, 2007 
 
 
TOPIC 
“Work Will Always Pay…With MFIP” handout for use by 
financial workers and job counselors.  
 
PURPOSE 
Update handout for financial workers and job counselors to use 
with MFIP participants.  This bulletin replaces bulletin #06-11-
03.  
 
CONTACT 
Submit questions on income maintenance program or 
employment services policy through Policy Quest.   
 
SIGNED 
 
 
 
CHARLES E. JOHNSON 
Assistant Commissioner 
Children and Family Services Administration 
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I.  BACKGROUND 
 
The “Work Will Always Pay…With MFIP” handouts were last issued in bulletin #06-11-03.  
This bulletin replaces bulletin #06-11-03.  All handouts copied from the prior bulletin should be 
destroyed.  The attached handouts have been updated based on state law which requires 
Minnesota Family Investment Program (MFIP) transitional standards be adjusted each year in 
October to reflect the federal Food Stamp program’s cost-of-living increase and to maintain the 
MFIP program’s exit level for working families at the level required in state law.  The exit level 
required in statute is 115% of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Federal 
Poverty Guidelines (FPG) for a household size of three. State law requires the exit level be 
maintained by adjusting the MFIP disregard.  The disregard is being increased from 38% to 39% 
of gross earnings to maintain the 115% FPG exit level for a household size of three.  Other 
household sizes may exit at higher or lower than the 115% FPG level.   
 
The revised handouts include family sizes one through ten.  There are five earning amount 
examples for each household size:   
 

• not working,  
• working 20 hours per week at $6.15/hour,  
• working 30 hours per week at $6.15/hour,  
• amount a family must earn for a month to not count against the 60-month limit, and  
• maximum amount a family can earn before MFIP eligibility ends.   

 
Families that do not receive cash (receive food only) count as a success for the MFIP Self 
Support Index.  The federal work participation requirement for a single caregiver whose 
youngest child is under six years of age is 87 hours a month and for a single caregiver whose 
youngest child is six years of age or older is 130 hours per month.  Other activities besides 
employment can count towards the work participation requirement.   
 
II.  IMPLEMENTATION 
 
Provide handouts to MFIP participants to help them understand the benefit of increased earnings 
and explain how income can be increased even more through tax credits.  Advise families to take 
advantage of free tax preparation sites available statewide between February 1 and April 15.    
 
III.  AUTHORITY   
 
Minnesota Statutes, section 256J.24, subdivisions 5, 5a, 7 and 10.  
 
IV.  SPECIAL NEEDS 
 
This information is available in other forms to people with disabilities by calling us at 651-296-1835 
(voice), or contact us through the Minnesota Relay Service at 1-800-627-3529 (TDD), 7-1-1 or 1-
877-627-3848 (speech to speech relay service). 



WORK WILL ALWAYS PAY ... WITH MFIP 
 

Household size of ONE - Effective 10/1/07 - 9/30/08 
 
 

You want your family to have more money to live on - and MFIP lets that happen. 
As you earn more income, here’s how much your total family income could be: 

 
 

Not 
Working

60 Month 
Clock Stops 

Working 
20 hours 

at 
$6.15/hour

MFIP 
Ends 

Working 
30 hours 

at 
$6.15/hour

If your gross 
EARNINGS are: $0 $473 $529 $704 $794 

Cash $250 $0 $0 $0 $0 

Food  $141 $141 $107      $0  * $0  * 

You 
would 
get an 
MFIP 
grant of: 

MFIP 
Grant $391 $141 $107 $0 $0 

Your TOTAL 
family income 
would be: 

$391 $614 $636 $704 $794 

 
 
* Food Support may be available when your MFIP closes.   
 
The childcare co-pay when MFIP ends at $704 income is $0 per month.   
 
Be sure to apply for the federal Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Minnesota 
Working Family Credit (WFC).  Getting a tax refund will NOT affect your eligibility 
for MFIP.  
 
Have your taxes done for FREE!   For a list of free tax preparation sites call the 
Minnesota Department of Revenue at 651-297-3724 or 1-800-657-3989.   Neighborhood 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) sites are available throughout the state.  They 
are open from February 1 through April 15.  Some sites are open year around to help you 
file back taxes.   
 

 
 
 
 
 



WORK WILL ALWAYS PAY ... WITH MFIP 
 

Household size of TWO - Effective 10/1/07 - 9/30/08 
 
 

You want your family to have more money to live on - and MFIP lets that happen. 
As you earn more income, here’s how much your total family income could be: 

 
 Not 

Working 

Working 20 
hours at 

$6.15/hour 

Working 30 
hours at 

$6.15/hour 

60 Month 
Clock 
Stops 

MFIP 
Ends 

If your gross 
EARNINGS are: $0 $529 $794 $830 $1,258 

Cash $437 $184 $22 $0 $0 
Food  $261 $261 $261 $261      $0  * 

You 
would get 
an MFIP 
grant of: 

MFIP 
Grant $698 $445 $283 $261 $0 

Your TOTAL 
family income would 
be: 

$698 $974 $1,077 $1,091 $1,258 

 
 
* Food Support may be available when your MFIP closes.   
 
The childcare co-pay when MFIP ends at $1,258 income is $34 per month.   
 
Be sure to apply for the federal Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Minnesota 
Working Family Credit (WFC).  Getting a tax refund will NOT affect your eligibility 
for MFIP.  
 
Have your taxes done for FREE!   For a list of free tax preparation sites call the 
Minnesota Department of Revenue at 651-297-3724 or 1-800-657-3989. Neighborhood 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) sites are available throughout the state.  They 
are open from February 1 through April 15.  Some sites are open year around to help you 
file back taxes.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



WORK WILL ALWAYS PAY ... WITH MFIP 
 

Household size of THREE - Effective 10/1/07 - 9/30/08 
 
 

You want your family to have more money to live on - and MFIP lets that happen. 
As you earn more income, here’s how much your total family income could be: 

 
 Not 

Working 

Working 20 
hours at 

$6.15/hour 

Working 30 
hours at 

$6.15/hour 

60 Month 
Clock 
Stops 

MFIP 
Ends 

If your gross 
EARNINGS are: $0 $529 $794 $1,020 $1,640 

Cash $532 $300 $138 $0 $0 
Food  $378 $378 $378 $378     $0  * 

You 
would get 
an MFIP 
grant of: 

MFIP 
Grant $910 $678 $516 $378 $0 

Your TOTAL 
family income would 
be: 

$910 $1,207 $1,310 $1,398 $1,640 

 
 
* Food Support may be available when your MFIP closes.   
 
The childcare co-pay when MFIP ends at $1,640 income is $43 per month.   
 
Be sure to apply for the federal Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Minnesota 
Working Family Credit (WFC).  Getting a tax refund will NOT affect your eligibility 
for MFIP.  
 
Have your taxes done for FREE!   For a list of free tax preparation sites call the 
Minnesota Department of Revenue at 651-297-3724 or 1-800-657-3989.  Neighborhood 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) sites are available throughout the state.  They 
are open from February 1 through April 15.  Some sites are open year around to help you 
file back taxes.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



WORK WILL ALWAYS PAY ... WITH MFIP 
 

Household size of FOUR - Effective 10/1/07 - 9/30/08 
 
 

You want your family to have more money to live on - and MFIP lets that happen. 
As you earn more income, here’s how much your total family income could be: 

 
 Not 

Working 

Working 20 
hours at 

$6.15/hour 

Working 30 
hours at 

$6.15/hour 

60 Month 
Clock 
Stops 

MFIP 
Ends 

If your gross 
EARNINGS are: $0 $529 $794 $1,196 $1,966 

Cash $621 $407 $245 $0 $0 
Food  $470 $470 $470 $470     $0  * 

You 
would get 
an MFIP 
grant of: 

MFIP 
Grant $1,091 $877 $715 $470 $0 

Your TOTAL 
family income would 
be: 

$1,091 $1,406 $1,509 $1,666 $1,966 

 
 
* Food Support may be available when your MFIP closes.   
 
The childcare co-pay when MFIP ends at $1,966 income is $52 per month.   
 
Be sure to apply for the federal Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Minnesota 
Working Family Credit (WFC).  Getting a tax refund will NOT affect your eligibility 
for MFIP.  
 
Have your taxes done for FREE!   For a list of free tax preparation sites call the 
Minnesota Department of Revenue at 651-297-3724 or 1-800-657-3989.  Neighborhood 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) sites are available throughout the state.  They 
are open from February 1 through April 15.  Some sites are open year around to help you 
file back taxes.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



WORK WILL ALWAYS PAY ... WITH MFIP 
 

Household size of FIVE - Effective 10/1/07 - 9/30/08 
 
 

You want your family to have more money to live on - and MFIP lets that happen. 
As you earn more income, here’s how much your total family income could be: 

 
 Not 

Working 

Working 20 
hours at 

$6.15/hour 

Working 30 
hours at 

$6.15/hour 

60 Month 
Clock 
Stops 

MFIP 
Ends 

If your gross 
EARNINGS are: $0 $529 $794 $1,346 $2,245 

Cash $697 $499 $337 $0 $0 
Food  $548 $548 $548 $548     $0  * 

You 
would get 
an MFIP 
grant of: 

MFIP 
Grant $1,245 $1,047 $885 $548 $0 

Your TOTAL 
family income would 
be: 

$1,245 $1,576 $1,679 $1,894 $2,245 

 
 
* Food Support may be available when your MFIP closes.   
 
The childcare co-pay when MFIP ends at $2,245 income is $60 per month.   
 
Be sure to apply for the federal Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Minnesota 
Working Family Credit (WFC).  Getting a tax refund will NOT affect your eligibility 
for MFIP.  
 
Have your taxes done for FREE!   For a list of free tax preparation sites call the 
Minnesota Department of Revenue at 651-297-3724 or 1-800-657-3989.  Neighborhood 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) sites are available throughout the state.  They 
are open from February 1 through April 15.  Some sites are open year around to help you 
file back taxes.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



WORK WILL ALWAYS PAY ... WITH MFIP 
 

Household size of SIX - Effective 10/1/07 - 9/30/08 
 
 

You want your family to have more money to live on - and MFIP lets that happen. 
As you earn more income, here’s how much your total family income could be: 

 
 Not 

Working 

Working 20 
hours at 

$6.15/hour 

Working 30 
hours at 

$6.15/hour 

60 Month 
Clock 
Stops  

MFIP 
Ends 

If your gross 
EARNINGS are: $0 $529 $794 $1,501 $2,569 

Cash $773 $593 $431 $0 $0 
Food  $652 $652 $652 $652     $0  * 

You 
would get 
an MFIP 
grant of: 

MFIP 
Grant $1,425 $1,245 $1,083 $652 $0 

Your TOTAL 
family income would 
be: 

$1,425 $1,774 $1,877 $2,153 $2,569 

 
 
* Food Support may be available when your MFIP closes.   
 
The childcare co-pay when MFIP ends at $2,569 income is $69 per month.   
 
Be sure to apply for the federal Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Minnesota 
Working Family Credit (WFC).  Getting a tax refund will NOT affect your eligibility 
for MFIP.  
 
Have your taxes done for FREE!   For a list of free tax preparation sites call the 
Minnesota Department of Revenue at 651-297-3724 or 1-800-657-3989.  Neighborhood 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) sites are available throughout the state.  They 
are open from February 1 through April 15.  Some sites are open year around to help you 
file back taxes.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



WORK WILL ALWAYS PAY ... WITH MFIP 
 

Household size of SEVEN - Effective 10/1/07 - 9/30/08 
 
 

You want your family to have more money to live on - and MFIP lets that happen. 
As you earn more income, here’s how much your total family income could be: 

 
 Not 

Working 

Working 20 
hours at 

$6.15/hour 

Working 30 
hours at 

$6.15/hour 

60 Month 
Clock 
Stops  

MFIP 
Ends 

If your gross 
EARNINGS are: $0 $529 $794 $1,646 $2,799 

Cash $850 $682 $520 $0 $0 
Food  $703 $703 $703 $703     $0  * 

You 
would get 
an MFIP 
grant of: 

MFIP 
Grant $1,553 $1,385 $1,223 $703 $0 

Your TOTAL 
family income would 
be: 

$1,553 $1,914 $2,017 $2,349 $2,799 

 
 
* Food Support may be available when your MFIP closes.   
 
The childcare co-pay when MFIP ends at $2,799 income is $74 per month.   
 
Be sure to apply for the federal Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Minnesota 
Working Family Credit (WFC).  Getting a tax refund will NOT affect your eligibility 
for MFIP.  
 
Have your taxes done for FREE!   For a list of free tax preparation sites call the 
Minnesota Department of Revenue at 651-297-3724 or 1-800-657-3989.  Neighborhood 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) sites are available throughout the state.  They 
are open from February 1 through April 15.  Some sites are open year around to help you 
file back taxes.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



WORK WILL ALWAYS PAY ... WITH MFIP 
 

Household size of EIGHT - Effective 10/1/07- 9/30/08 
 
 

You want your family to have more money to live on - and MFIP lets that happen. 
As you earn more income, here’s how much your total family income could be: 

 
 Not 

Working 

Working 20 
hours at 

$6.15/hour 

Working 30 
hours at 

$6.15/hour 

60 Month 
Clock 
Stops  

MFIP 
Ends 

If your gross 
EARNINGS are: $0 $529 $794 $1,781 $3,087 

Cash $916 $764 $602 $0 $0 
Food  $797 $797 $797 $797     $0  * 

You 
would get 
an MFIP 
grant of: 

MFIP 
Grant $1,713 $1,561 $1,399 $797 $0 

Your TOTAL 
family income would 
be: 

$1,713 $2,090 $2,193 $2,578 $3,087 

 
 
* Food Support may be available when your MFIP closes.   
 
The childcare co-pay when MFIP ends at $3,087 income is $83 per month.   
 
Be sure to apply for the federal Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Minnesota 
Working Family Credit (WFC).  Getting a tax refund will NOT affect your eligibility 
for MFIP.  
 
Have your taxes done for FREE!   For a list of free tax preparation sites call the 
Minnesota Department of Revenue at 651-297-3724 or 1-800-657-3989.  Neighborhood 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) sites are available throughout the state.  They 
are open from February 1 through April 15.  Some sites are open year around to help you 
file back taxes.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



WORK WILL ALWAYS PAY ... WITH MFIP 
 

Household size of NINE - Effective 10/1/07 - 9/30/08 
 
 

You want your family to have more money to live on - and MFIP lets that happen. 
As you earn more income, here’s how much your total family income could be: 

 
 Not 

Working 

Working 20 
hours at 

$6.15/hour 

Working 30 
hours at 

$6.15/hour 

60 Month 
Clock 
Stops 

MFIP 
Ends 

If your gross 
EARNINGS are: $0 $529 $794 $1,912 $3,373 

Cash $980 $844 $682 $0 $0 
Food  $891 $891 $891 $891     $0  * 

You 
would get 
an MFIP 
grant of: 

MFIP 
Grant $1,871 $1,735 $1,573 $891 $0 

Your TOTAL 
family income would 
be: 

$1,871 $2,264 $2,367 $2,803 $3,373 

 
 
* Food Support may be available when your MFIP closes.   
 
The childcare co-pay when MFIP ends at $3,373 income is $91 per month.   
 
Be sure to apply for the federal Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Minnesota 
Working Family Credit (WFC).  Getting a tax refund will NOT affect your eligibility 
for MFIP.  
 
Have your taxes done for FREE!   For a list of free tax preparation sites call the 
Minnesota Department of Revenue at 651-297-3724 or 1-800-657-3989.  Neighborhood 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) sites are available throughout the state.  They 
are open from February 1 through April 15.  Some sites are open year around to help you 
file back taxes.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



WORK WILL ALWAYS PAY ... WITH MFIP 
 

Household size of TEN - Effective 10/1/07 - 9/30/08 
 
 

You want your family to have more money to live on - and MFIP lets that happen. 
As you earn more income, here’s how much your total family income could be: 

 
 Not 

Working 

Working 20 
hours at 

$6.15/hour 

Working 30 
hours at 

$6.15/hour 

60 Month 
Clock 
Stops 

MFIP 
Ends 

If your gross 
EARNINGS are: $0 $529 $794 $2,027 $3,648 

Cash $1,035 $914 $752 $0 $0 
Food  $989 $989 $989 $989     $0  * 

You 
would get 
an MFIP 
grant of: 

MFIP 
Grant $2,024 $1,903 $1,741 $989 $0 

Your TOTAL 
family income would 
be: 

$2,024 $2,432 $2,535 $3,016 $3,648 

 
 
* Food Support may be available when your MFIP closes.   
 
The childcare co-pay when MFIP ends at $3,648 income is $99 per month.   
 
Be sure to apply for the federal Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Minnesota 
Working Family Credit (WFC).  Getting a tax refund will NOT affect your eligibility 
for MFIP.  
 
Have your taxes done for FREE!   For a list of free tax preparation sites call the 
Minnesota Department of Revenue at 651-297-3724 or 1-800-657-3989.  Neighborhood 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) sites are available throughout the state.  They 
are open from February 1 through April 15.  Some sites are open year around to help you 
file back taxes.   
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