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Dr. C. B. MARSHALL,
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DEPARTMENT OF MIINNESOTA.

W. C. GRIBBEN,

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDER, 376 JACKSON STREET. - :
Adjutant

C. D. PARKER, F. A, KRCH,
Commander. Quartermaster.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES, The miDHGSOta Soldieﬂsj Home.

HENRY A, CASTLE, Prr.-s'dr--'-t, St, Paul,
R. R, HENDERSON, V-President, Minneapolis,

L. A. HANCOCK, Red Wing,
WM. P, DUNNINGTON, Redwood Falls. THOMAS MeMILLAN, Commander,

T. F. COWING, Fl"-'__._{.JS Falls,

THOS, H, PRESNELL, Duluth,

J. A PABSHALL, Faribault,

O. M, SAWYER, Secretary, Minneapolis,
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avitment of the Interior,

Claim No. // ( PENSION OFFICE,

Washington, D. C., June 1, 1588 1.

Ho"
L

G

4
b

- 4

S:l::

Since the passage of the Arrears Act, January 25, 1879, the cl

‘tiili*- } ‘esented 1 iuI ]nlh"- Ill\' l"!tll
so numerous that it has been impossible for the Adjutant and Surgeon Generals of the Army, with the
facilities at their command, to examine and report to this Office the military and hospital records as rapidly
as the eases come forward.

Of the 199,500 claims filed since that date requiring such records in their settlement, not more than
83,000 have been reported upon, leaving unreported 116,500, to which about 2,500 new cases are added

monthly.

In order that claimants might be saved unneces=ary trouble and expense in procuring their evidence,
and the Office might know 11‘1'1-%:-?‘\' what point in each case remained to be established or supported by the
testimony of witnesses, notwithstanding any record which might exist, it has hitherto been the practice to
await the receipt of the information contained in the War Department records before giving the claimant
information in recard to the additional evidence required. Since the Arrears Act the delays attending
this practice have increased to such an extent that the interests of both the claimants and the Government
are liable to be seriously prejudiced thereby, because the deaths which occur :lmnn;_" the claimants and
witnesses, together with the lapse of time, greatly increases the obscuri the facts upon which the pen-
sions depend and add to the difficulties in ascertaining the truth.

To the t'_‘ll'l_, 1];(.'1‘l‘f'f.ll'!‘_. that material evidence now obtainable to SuUpport the claims may not be lost
while waiting for the records from the War Department, the following general instructions are given to
enable you as far as may be to preserve the evidence in your claim and prepare it for adjustment.

In proving your claim the following points must be established either by the records of the War
I){'])'ll‘tl‘ll‘ill or other test !mun\' -

That you were in the military service as alleged in your application.
That you were disabled for Iln performance of manual labor in, or as a result of, said service as
:1llx'-;_rw1.

3. The extent or degree of your disability from time to time from its incurrence down to the date of
the settlement of your claim.

Your service will probably be fully shown by the records of the War Department, and it will there-
fore not be necessary to furnish 1['.-11;11“:1‘\' upon that point until especially requested to do so.

Upon the second and third points observe the féllowing :

First. Make your owi si:il!'lllir!lT', llIlt‘la'!‘ fulii. of your [m{fi or ~r-\'+-1‘;1‘1 _[3111'”1“ of I'r'.-'illr-!if't- and what

was vour il!'l‘!]‘l:l[}!l“ 1‘(_)1‘ li\'t' \'t':}l'“-' next i!‘lw"mlil}'__" yvour t'!l:!‘*{!’il"l!! ;i_Iitl ‘illl"‘ vour (““"11.':1}"__""' 1o I]l*" resent
) | ] 2 . .

time, also a full and circumstantial history of your disability and of its incurrence from the time it first
appeared, mentioning all medical treatment, and the names and residences of your physicians, and which,
if any of them, have died. If you have suffered from any acute or other |!i-v:.1~w since your discharge,
when, what was its character and violence, and by whom were you treated for the same? State also
whether you have performed any manual labor since discharge ; what kind, and whether at any time you
have been prevented by your disability from following your usual oceupation, how often, and for what
]u'l‘ii s ?
1

Second. You should furnish I}:w best evidence attainable to n--'-i‘n‘M; the fact of having incurred vour

disability in, or that it was the result of, your military service, and also to show its extent or degree from
time to time since 1ts irmn'rl.-n«-v or development,

The best witnesses will be the sargeons and physicians who have treated you, and your officers or
comrades and near neighbors who know of your wound, injury, or disease, and have been well acquainted

with vour disabilits




Each of your witnesses should state what he knows about your case, very fully and with great par-
ticularity, also how he knows the facts to which he testifies, and also the lencth of time he has been

acquainted with you; and if any of them are in any way related to vou. whether by bloo [, or marriag

or in business, that relation should be stated.
If vou are unable to furnish the evidence of ]rh_‘-\',~iwi;iir~ or surceons who have treated you upon the

LS

.
—

1“'531{ HT' Iln- ill"l]I'I'f'Ilf‘-‘ :11111 t.'uElIiHll:llI!"' of vour :lf-"i]t]]%i\'. or HI" wl}it'l-h or m*:;ll'ml' = as 10 i!:n'ln'l'n-Il-'-- iil

the service., vour f-.\,“]:m;:!iun. under oath, of the reason why. should accompany the secondary evidence
which you may be able to furnish to cover the same ground.

Wkhen an affidavit is sworn to before a notarv publie, clerk of the court, or other officer havine a

-

scal, no notification of his official character is necessarv. but if sworn to before a justice of the peace, or

4 e id . - “he = | 1 1 15 - { . 'y -_I ‘..‘ i SR . i
other magistrate who has no seal, the official character of such macistrate should be properly certified.
L'estimony which yvoua have filed conformine substantially to these instructions need not b duplicated.
xr ' 1 [ . . N .__ o o2 1 . . e . .
Y ou will also be ordered for examination before a surgeon appointed by the Commissioner of Pensions for
that purpose.
1 ". Y . }.-.. } 3 1 1 1 ' : . ‘. 1 1 2 * 4 ' 1 y 7 : \ l 1 L § ]
Justice among thie claimants whose cases remain unsettled requires that the elaims should be taken up
'S . - . .. . Y ] 1 T " ’, l ..],‘. 3 .‘I. . I . :.‘ ¥ + . Y ] l- [] ™ + 3+
10T examination and settiement i the order of filing, unless the circumstances of a claimant are so extra-

1 ' f 3 - 1 +3 _] 1 . ] 1 3 L |

‘ :.!.".' e 1A B ere RN OvTT B LG OO CTT  Cralilnnasars Ly MO Ccon=aiL Lo 1 AL 11 Ol '
claim out of its order, and this rule will be observed as nearly as possible, notwithstanding any ir::l'lfl'i'--
which may be made by or in behalf of claimants. Theyv mav. however. oreatly hasten the adjustment of

4

their claims by filing as promptly as possible the necessary evidence deseribed in this cireular, and thus
prepare their claims, as far as may be, for settlement upon the first examination after the receipt of the
War Department records. When your claim is reached for settlement in its order it will be examined.
ind, 1f found complete, will then ba settled: if additional evidence should ba nec STy upon any point, you
will be notified of the further requirements, and until then inquiries by you, or in yvour behalf, will not

L]

advance the adjustment of your claim, but, on the other hand, by increasinge the office correspondence, will

tend to delay its settlement,
Very respectfully,

|. A. BENTLEY,

—— >
- . -~ " . . - .
( / o (;‘_1}}33;;_'g.__\,.r(_],t;,all" r_‘,,‘ }}I_'Jf SLONS.
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