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Light Rail Transit Statement 

DISCUSSION 

LRT: EXPENSIVE AND INEFFECTIVE 

The Regional Transit Board (RTB) proposal that the 1991 Minnesota Legislature levy a new, one-cent 
metropolitan-area sales tax to build a light rail transit (LRT) sy�tem costing at least $1.6 billion in 1991 
dollars represents a highly unproductive, even wasteful use of taxpayer money. 

The proposed system would be by far the most expensive single public capital undenaking in 
Minnesota's history. Yet it would serve only a miniscule nwnber of the millions of trips L'1at people 
make each day in the seven-county Twin Cities metropolitan area. And it would mainly carry people 
who already ride buses. 

RTB and Metropolitan Council data demonstrate clearly what LRT WILL NOT do. The projections 
of these two agencies show plainly -- despite claims to the contrary -- that LRT: 

• WILL NOT attract a meaningful number of people from their cars;

WILL NOT relieve congested freeways:

• WILL NOT alter the metropolitan area's basically auto- and oil-dependent transport
system;

• WILL NOT significantly reduce the area's air pollution: and
I 

• WILL NOT carry substantially more passengers than already are riding buses.

1 

Plainly, the Twin Cities metropolitan area needs better transit. But that means directing the area's scarce 
transit dollars (and the resulting transportation benefits) to more people. It means developing real 
solutions -- programs that will attract people out of their one-occupant cars. 

If the Minnesota Legislature enacts the LRT proposal, legislators will be approving a huge capital 
investment for a tiny minority of the populace. Meanwhile, the vast majority will be unable to use LRT 
because it simply does not serve their transportation needs. They will continue to rely on cars. And 
freeway congestion will continue to increase. 

LRT would not do away with the region's bus system. Although it would replace some current bus 
routes, basically LRT would simply be added on top of buses. It would, in fact, depend heavily on the 
very buses that LRT proponents say people won't ride. Buses would be essential to gather passengers 
and get them to the rail lines in order to transfer to LRT -- always assuming that people will be willing 
to complicate their trips with transfers. For some current bus riders, their trips would be faster. For 
others, their trips would take longer. 












































































































































































































































