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Commission ai,proved the two slides 
. but the vote was not unanimous. Some 
commissioners were concerned about 
spending taxpayers' money on what 
they considered to be a gamble. 

The two slides were installed on. the 
hillside to the south of the center and 
emptied into one corner of the chil­
dren's pool. The slides were installed 
during the 1985 season and were open 
only for the last six weeks of the sea­
son. However, this was enough time to 
turn the aquatics center's operating 
deficit into a profit of $11,300. Al­
though attendance did not increase 
significantly, per capita spending rose 
by $1.36 for the season, which meant 
it was much higher than that during 

· the last weeks of the season. Accord­
ing to Tuley, the water slides were a 
gamble that paid off. ""The water 

The First Step slides really have paid for them-
�'. ... The first �ajor improvement pro- selves," Tuley said. "They :were three 
:.':'·posed for the "aquatics center".was the years old last July and at the end ·of 

.:. addition of two 350-foot .. serpentine last summer they were about $42,000
slides. Although the cons�t.a.nts were in the black. By the end of this year, 
not authorized to_conduct a market it's probably going to be close to_m?,k-

� study, they were aware of the opinion . • ing a. profit of somewher�- arourid 
that .e:veil if attendance did not ih- · "$100,000 for us:" · · ·
crease, the slides would impact spend- The County Commission took a wait-
ing at the park. They estimated an in- and-see attitude and no new facilities 
crease of $1.50 per capita. The County were added to the aquatics center dur-

7 

.. 

34 

....... ·_-

H 
::s 
0, 




























































