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BECAUSE THIS IS A MATTER OF SOME CONTROVERSY, I AM
YOU TEXT OF THE PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT AND A TELEGRAM
I SENT TO GOVERNOR PATTERSON OF ALABAMA, IN CONNECTION WITH
THE SENDING OF UNITED STATES DEPUTY MARSHALS TO HELP PRESERVE
LAW AND ORDER IN MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA. IF THERE IS ANY OTHER
INFORMATION ABOUT THIS MATTER WHICH WOULD BE OF INTEREST TO
YOU WE WOULD BE GLAD TO FURNISH IT. ROBERT F KENNEDY.

STATEMENT - PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY
'THE SITUATION WHICH HAS DEVELOPED IN ALABAMA IS A SOURCE

CF THE DEEPEST CONCERN TO ME AS IT MUST BE TO THE VAST MAJORITY
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OF THE CITIZENS OF ALABAMA AND ALL AMERICANS. I HAVE INSTRUCTED
THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT TO TAKE ALL NECESSARY STEPS, BASED ON
THEIR INVESTIGATIONS AND INFORMATION. I CALL UPON THE GOVERNOR
AND OTHER RESPONSIBLE STATE OFFICIALS IN ALABAMA AS WELL AS
THE MAYORS OF BIRMINGHAM AND MONTGOMERY TO EXERCISE THEIR LAWFUL
AUTHORITY TO PREVENT ANY FURTHER OUTBREAKS OF VIOLENCE. I WOULD
A.SO HOPE THAT ANY PERSONS WHETHER A CITIZEN OF ALABAMA OR
A VISITOR THERE WOULD REFRAIN FROM ANY ACTION WHICH WOULD IN
ANY WAY TEND TO PROVOKE FURTHER OUTBREAKS. I HOPE THAT STATE
AND LOCAL OFFICIALS IN ALABAMA WILL MEET THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES.
THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT INTENDS TO MEET ITS."

AS YOU KNOW, SINCE EARLY THIS LAST WEEK I HAVE BEEN DEEPLY
CONCERNED ABOUT THE SITUATION IN ALABAMA. FROM MY CONVERSATION
WITH YOU ON MONDAY AND NUMEROUS CONVERSATIONS THAT I AND MY
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ASSOCIATES HAVE HAD WITH YOUR AIDES, YOU HAVE BEEN AWARE OF
THE CONCERN WITH WHICH WE HAVE REGARDED THIS VERY EXPLOSIVE
SITUATION. SINCE THE DESTRUCTION OF THE BUS ON SUNDAY AND THE
INTERFERENCE OF INTERSTATE TRAVEL YOU HAVE BEEN MADE AWARE
OF OUR CLEAR RESPONSIBILITY IN THIS AREA. THE PRESIDENT HiySELF
VHEN HE WAS UNABLE TO REACH YOU FRIDAY MADE THIS CLEAR TO THE
LT. GOVERNOR AND POINTED OUT THAT THE FEDERAL GOVER^ENT HAS
THE RESPONSIBILITY TO GUARANTEE SAFE PASSAGE IN INTERSTATE
COMMERCE AND THAT FREE TRAVEL HAD NOT BEEN POSSIBLE FOR FIVE
DAYS IN ALABAMA. THE PRESIDENT HOPED THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF
/LABAMA WOULD RESTORE THE SITUATION WITHOUT THE NEED FOR ACTION
BY FEDERAL AUTHORITIES.

YOU THEN REQUESTED THAT THE PRESIDENT SEND A PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE TO DISCUSS THE MATTER WITH YOU. AS YOU KNOW,
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MR. SEIGENTHALER OF THIS OFFICE MET WITH YOU LAST EVENING
AND IN YOUR PRESENCE TALKED TO ME ON THE TELEPHONE. HE TOLD
ME THAT YOU WANTED TO ASSURE THE PRESIDENT AND THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT THAT YOU HAD THE "WILL, THE FORCE, THE MEN, AND
THE EQUIPMENT TO FULLY PROTECT EVERYONE IN ALABAMA."

MR. SEIGENTHALER ASSURED YOU THAT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
WAS WILLING TO PROVIDE MARSHALS AND ANY OTHER ASSISTANCE IN
ORDER TO ASSURE THAT INTER-STATE COMMERCE WAS UNIMPEDED. YOU
STATED THAT THIS WAS UNNECESSARY AND THAT YOU AND THE LOCAL
AUTHORITIES WOULD BE COMPLETELY ABLE TO HANDLE EVERY CONTINGENCY.
YOU SUGGESTED THAT WE NOTIFY THE GREYHOUND BUS COMPANY THAT
THIS GUARANTEE HAD BEEN GIVEN. IT WAS BASED ON THIS ASSURANCE
OF SAFE CONDUCT THAT THE STUDENTS BOARDED THE BUS IN BIRMINGHAM
ON THEIR TRIP TO MONTGOMERY. THESE STUDENTS BOARDED THE BUS
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THIS MORNING. THEY ARRIVED IN MONTGOMERY AND WERE ATTACKED
AND BEATEN BY A MOB* PRIOR TO THEIR ARRIVAL WE TOOK THE ADDITIONAL
PRECAUTIONARY STEP OF HAVING THE FBI NOTIFY THE POLICE DEPARTMENT
THAT THESE STUDENTS WERE COMING AND ASKED THE POLICE TO TAKE
ALL NECESSARY STEPS FOR THEIR PROTECTION. THE FBI WAS INFORMED
AND IN TURN NOTIFIED US THAT ALL NECESSARY STEPS HAD BEEN TAKEN
AND THAT NO ACTION ON OUR PART WAS NECESSARY. AS A MATTER OF
FACT, NO POLICE WERE PRESENT. HOWEVER, AN ARMED MOB WAS. SEVERAL
OF THE TRAVELERS WERE SEVERELY BEATEN. THE PRESIDENT'S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE, MR. SEIGENTHALER, WHO ATTEMPTED TO RESCUE A
YOUNG WHITE GIRL, WHO WAS BEING ATTACKED BY THE MOB, WAS KNOCKED
TO THE GROUND AND LEFT UNCONSCIOUS IN THE STREET.

ONCE AGAIN I HAVE TRIED TO REACH YOU BY TELEPHONE TO
DISCUSS THIS MATTER WITH YOU. I WAS INFORMED THAT YOU WERE
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OUT OF TOWN AND NO ONE KNEW WHEN YOU WOULD RETURN OR WHERE
YOU WERE. THEREFORE, ALTHOUGH I STRONGLY BELIEVE THAT LAW ENFORCEMENT

MATTERS SHOULD BE HANDLED BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES WHENEVER POSSIBLE,

NOW NOT BEING EVEN ABLE TO REACH YOU TO LEARN WHAT STEPS YOU

INTEND TO TAKE WE HAVE NO ALTERNATIVE BUT TO ORDER THE FOLLOWING

ACTIONS

1) I AM ASKING THE UNITED STATES COURT IN MONTGOMERY

TD ENJOIN THE KU KLUX KLAN, THE NATIONAL STATES RIGHTS PARTY,

CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS AND ALL PERSONS ACTING IN CONCERT WITH

THEM, FROM INTERFERING WITH PEACEFUL INTERSTATE TRAVEL BY BUSES.
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HAS JURISDICTION.
5) I AM ALSO ARRANGING ffOR UNITED STATES OFFICERS TO

BEGIN TO ASSIST STATE kND LC^AL AUTHORITIES IN THE PROTECTION
OF PERSONS AND PROPER"^ AfJD 'VEHICLES IN ALABAMA.

MR. BYRON WHITE- THE DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL, WILL BE
IN CHARGE AND WILL BEJIN tOtfCH WITH YOUR OFFICE AS WELL AS
THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES.?

I TRUST WE WILL{HAVE YOUR COOPERATION AND THE COOPERATION
OF THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES.
ROBERT F KENNEDY.
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