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CATTLL ON FZED DOYWN 15 PiRCENT

MINNZSCTA: The number of cat$le on grain feed for market on January 1

this year is 15 percent below a year ago. The estimated num-
ber on January 1 this year was 240,000 head compared with 282,000 a year earlier, and
is the smallest number on feed since January 1, 1937. Unfavorable feed price rela-
tionships that developed early in the fall of 1947 was the main reason for the de-
creased number on feed. The corn crop was of excellent merchantable :uality and too
high in price in relation to the price of finished cattle, especially in areas where
the supply of feed was short,

+ UNITED STATES: The number of cattle on feed for market on January 1, 1948,
was 12 percent smaller than a year aso and the smallest number
since 1940, The estimated number on January 1 this year was. 3,774,000 head compared
with 4,307,000 a year earlier, 4,211,000 on January 1, 1946, and tine record high of
LyL45,000 on Jenuary 1, 1943. The 1942-46 average was 4,253,000 head.

The number on feed in the 12 North Central States, which include the Corn Eelt,
was 19 percent smaller than last year. The total on January 1, 1948, was estimated
at 2,779,000 head compared with 3,417,000 on January 1, 1947, and the 5-year average
of 3,383,000 head. For théd North Central States, the 194% number was the smallest
since 1939. 4ll of the Ststes in this area showed decreases except isconsin where
the number was up & percent compared with a year earlier. In Iowa the number was
down 25 percent and in Illinois, Missouri, South uJakota, and Nebraska the decrease
was 20 percent, Iowa has the smallest number on feed since 1939 and 1illinois the
smallest since 1937,

Shipments of stocker and feeder ccttle into the 11 Corn Eelt States during De-
cember were the smallect since 1940, The total movement during the last half of 1647
was 2,139,000 head. This was 502,000 head or 19 percent below the record movement
for the period occurring last year and the smallest inshipments since 1944,

~ Reports from cattle feeders in the Corn Lelt on the weight of cattle on feed
January 1 this year show a larger rroportion of cattle weighing cver Y00 pounds than
last year. The proportion of cattle in this class was 31 percent compared with 28
percent last year., The percentage of cettle from 600-900 pounds w:s «bout the same
in both years--L6 percent--but for cattle under 600 pounds, ‘including calves, the
percentage was 23 percent compared with 26 percent last year. The change in weight
distribution is about in line with the records from the 4 markets showing shipments
of stocker. and feeder cattle by kinds and steers by weizht groups.

Corn Belt feeders report that all of the decrease in the numbgr on feed was in
the number that have been on feed less than 5 months. The proportion as well as the
number of cattle on feed over 5 months is larger 'than last year. The reported per-
centage of fed cattle to be marketed before May 1 is 55 percent asainst 56 percent
reported a year ago. The tendency is toward short-term feeding as was the case last
yecr, although the number of fed cattle at Corn Pelt markets during the next few
imcr.ihs 1s expected to be down materially from a year ago, the proportion of these
thzl are top grade cattle is expected to be larger than the very small proportion last
year,
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SHESP ON FE&D DOVN 29 FERCENT '
" MINNESOTA: The number of sheep and lambs on feed for market on January l% ;
]

_ 1948, was 29 percent less than a year ago, and the smallest
nhumber since 1930. The number was estimated at 165,000 head compared with 231,000
a year earlier, The decreased number is a direct result of a smaller supply of
feeder lambs combined with the unfavorable feed price relationship that began narly

in the fall of 1947.

e

UNITED STATLS: The number of sheep and lambs on feed for market on January 1 S
this year was 16 percent less than last year and the smallest

= “~mumber-since 1928~ -The number-was-estimated-to-de- 1;7?8,000 headrnr.Qﬂi?DOD_leszn._m___.4_
than January 1, 1947. Nearly all of the decrease occurred in the Corn Eelt States®™ * 43
and in“"the lmportant wheat pasture area of Kansas, Oklahona, and Texas. The uest= ) :
ern States as a group, show an increase of 3 percent in tha number on feed this year

compared with last. - g 3

In the Corn Belt States the estimated number on feed January 1 is 2,740,000 head, ; -
a 26-percent ‘or 953,000 head decrease from & year ago., This substantial reduction
is due largely to the sharp decrease in hensas. Increases are shown for 3 States. §
Nebraska is estimated to have 18 percent more lambs on feed than last year, Illin- z
ois and Indiana also have increased numbers on feed by 10 and 5 percent respectively. - «
£11 other Corn Pelt States have less on feed Jsnuary 1 then last year. Iowa is down 1
by 30 percent to the lowest number for this State since 1937. Minnesota is down 29
percent, Missouri 25 percent, South Jakota 30 ercent, .iscenein 33 percent, Ohio
10 perc=nt, and iichi~an 7 percent. HNorth uJakota is down 20 percent, and the number
on feed in New York is down 34 percent,

In the important wheat pasture lamb-feeding area of the Great Plains the number
on feed is very sharply reduced from last year, Kansas is down 62 percent, Oklahoma
64 percent, and Texas 65 percent. It is estimated that the wheat pasture area of
Kansas had only about 215,000 lambs on feed January 1 compared with about 900,000 a
year ago. In addition, last year substantial numbers were on Uklahoma and Texas
: wheat pastures. These States have very few lambs on wheat pastures this year, Late
e o= planting and permination of wheat because “of drought Conditions greatly altered feed-
ing operations in the wheat pasture area. Many lambs oririnally destined for these
pastures were routed into Nebraska and northern Colorado, thus resulting in increases Vi
in these two States, &

Weather has been generally favorable for lamb feeding except in local areas.
Lembs on wheat pastures have generally made good gains. There have not been any
severe or extensive storms th:ot have forced the marketing of large numbers of lambs, b,
The situation with regard to feed supplies is not uniformly satisfactory, with limit-
ed supplies reported for many Corn Belt areas, Feed supplies in the Western States
have been adejuate to abundant. ¥With the increased number of sheep and lambs on feer
in the North Platte Valley of Nebraska-Viyoming and in Colorado, a larger proportion
of the market supply of fed lambs is expected to show up in the gpfing months.

&
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MINNESOTA CROP 4ND LIVESTOCK REICRT -- JANUARY 1, 1948

GRAIN AND HAY STOCKS ON F.iliS: " The supply of grain on linnesota farms on January 1
was about one-fifth smaller than a year ago, and
one-tenth smaller than average for recent years, according to the State-Federsl Crop
and Livestock Reporting Lervice. This situation has developed largely as the result
of smaller crop production in 1947 followed by rapid disappearance of grain on farms
to meet livestock feed requirements, and because of the rapid movement of grain to
market, particilarly wheat, from northwestern counties. The disappearance of feed
grains has followed the usual patiern rather closely, aitaough it is evident that
farmers are now feeding grain to livestock at a much more conservative rate because
of the comparatively hirh price of sreins. This is especially noticeable in the sur-
plus grain producing area of the state made up mostly of west central and northwest-
ern counties,

Corn stocks on January 1 were 101,828,000 bushels; 26 percent below a year ago
and 8 percent lower than average for the 1937-46 period, Oat supplies on Minnesota
farms at 102,899,000 bushels were 19 percent smaller than a year ago, but were about
average. Wheat stoclis at 9,285,000 bushels are down about one-third from a year ago
when supplies were slightly larger than average. Soybean stocks of 3,312,000 bush-
els were more than one-third larger than a year ago, and more than two times the
L-year (1943-46) averase, The production of this crop has expanded very rapidly
since its introduction into this State about 15 years ago. Information in regard to
farm supplies of barley and rye is not collected on January 1., barley stocks on De-
cember 1 were, however, 12,919,000 bushels; <bout the same amount as available a year
ago, but only one-half of average. Rye stocks on December 1 were small at 320,000
bushels: 87 percent of a year ago and only 15 percent of average. The production of
both barley and rye has been much below average in recent years in Minnesota due to
sharp decreases in acreage.

Hay stocks at 3,697,000 tons on January 1 were the smallest for this time of
year since records were started on January 1, 1938, 4 year ago, stocks were 3,892,000
tons while the average for Januery 1 is 4,482,000 tons.

EGG_PRCDUCTION: Egg production on Minnesota farms during Jecember is
estimated at 307 million eggs; L percent less than in

December 1946, but seascnally higher than November 1947 by 36 percent, £gg produc-

tion usually increases rapidly at this time of year, and continues to increase until

‘the peak is reached in either April or May. The rate of lay reported on January 1

was the highest for that date since records were started in 1925, Indications are
that many farmers have decreased the size of their flocks or have completely disposed
of them in recent months due to high feed costs. Preliminary information indicates
that for the complete year of 1947, egg production has totalled 3,940 million eggs in
liinnesota, 3 percent below the record production of 4,069 million eggs in 1946.

MILK PRODUCTION: The production of milk during Jecember in linnesota was

equal to 601 million pounds; 3 percent less than in
December 1946 when production was about average, The daily rate of production per cow
in herd on January 1 was 16,6 pounds; the second hichest on that date in a series of
records dating back to 1925--only on January 1, 1947, was the current January rate ex-
ceededs Incdicetions are thet milk cow numbers on farms are substantially lower than
they were a year ago. There is some concern expressed by farmers in some areas of the
Ctate that the supply of roughage will becomes very short before pastures are again
piroductive.

Roy Potas . : Roy A. Bodin
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INTENTIONS TO_RAIST TURKEYS IN 1948 DCWIT 35 PIRCENT A

e — — — 2

Mfinnesota turkey srowers plan to reduce turkey production in 1948 35 per-
cent below & year ago., If crowers carry out their intentions, the number raised this
year will be about 2,168,000 birds compared with 3,336,000 in 1947 and the 1940-19.4
averace of 3,093,000 birds. - The number raised this year will be the smallest since
1938. The decreased production is a result of low turkey prices in relation to feed
orices and proespects for even higher feed prices before the 1942 feed crops are har-
vested. :

For the United otates, turkey production in 1946 is expected to be down 18
percent if growers carry out their intentions. The number reised this year will be
128,470,000 compared with 34,667,000 in 1947. Grower's returns indicated thet-the
1948 crop will be the smallest since 1938--36 percent below the record of L1, , 221,000
birds in 1945 and 15 percent below the 1940~ average. 1

Lurkey growers in the west North Central States, the largest produeing area
in the United ftates in 1947, plan a decrease of 31 percent this year. A large share
of the Mation's early turkeys are raised in this region. A decrease of 19 percent
is expected in the wast North Central Ltates., 1n the North stlantic States, growers
plan a decrease of 17 percent. Growers in the .est, where over a fourth of the total
1947 turkey crop wes raised, expect a 11 percent decrease this year. The smallest
decreases planned are 7 and 10 percent in the South Atlantic and Scuth Central States
respectively. J

The numbers actually raised usually v.ry from January 1 intentions, the dif-
ference depending on prices of feed, hatching eggs znd poults, on the sale of turkeys
remaining in growers' hands and on the supply of hatching ergs, Last year the de-
crease in number of turkeys raised was sbout the same as intended on January 1, be-
cause nigher feed prices and lower turkey prices than a year earlier continued
throughout the hatching season, In 1946 producers raised 4 percent less then they
intended in January because of an uncertain feed situation during the hatchine season.
In 1945 the number of turkeys raised was 1L percent more than January 1 intentions,
because of the increase in turkey prices and the shortage of red meats. In 1944 pro-
ducers raieed 3 percent more turkevs than they planned on Jeznuary 1. In earlier years
of record, the intention indications exceeded actual numberec raised--in 1943 by 11
percent, in 1942 by 8 percent, in 1941 by less than 1, percent, in 1939 and 1940 by 2
percent, and in 1938 by 3 percent, e

Roy Fotas Roy 4. Bodin
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531 State Office Bldg., St. Paul, Minn, Jan. 23, 1948
MERCHANTABLE POTATO STOCKS, JANUARY 1, 1948

MINNESOTA: Minnesota growers and local dealers held 6,300,000 bushels of
merchantable potatoecs in storage in or near areas of production
on January 1, 1948, These stocks represent slightly more than 43 percent of
Minnesota's 1947 production, On January 1, 1947, comparable stocks totaled
8,450,000 bushels or approximately 49 percent of the 1946 crop.
Tt is estimated that 9,977,000 bushels or 69 percent of liinn-
esota's. 1947 potato productlon have been or will be sold., This represents a decrease
of about 16 percent in the amount sold or to be-sold compared with the 1946 crop
from which growers sold 11,872;000 bushels, From 1946 production growers fed to
livestock or lost through shrinkage and other causes a total of 1,476,000 bushels
of potatoes compared wlth 1,161,000 bushels from 1947 production. .is potato produc-
tion becomes lncreaSLngly concentraﬁ'd on fewer farms the quantity. .of potaboee con—
sumed on farms where grown becomes correspondingly less, It is estimated that
2,240,000 bushcls of the 1947 crop Have been or will be used for food on . farms
where grown compared. w1th 2,883,000 bushels from the 1946 crop. - For planting the
1948 crop, farmers expect to save 1,142,000 bushels of sced-potatoes on farms where
grown gompared with 1,134,000 bushcls saved for olqnting the 1947-crap.,
UNITED STATES: Stocks of merchantable potatoes held by LT OWEFS- and local dealers
in or near areas of production on Januemy 1, 1948, axe estimated
at 113,420 000 bushels by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics. Potatoes-held in
storage by the Government are not included, Even though the -January 1, 1948, stocks
are 12 percent above the 193645 avérage of 106,155,000 bushels, they.ape.the small-
est January 1 holdings since 1945, Murchantablc StOCko held <January 1,.1947, were
the:largest of record, 152,170,000 bushels., On January 1, 1946 growers and local

_dealens held 120,490, 000 bushﬂls of ' m»rchantable potatoes. o

q.c'

For the 37 late and 1nternbdxatb States, productlon in 1947 was
slightly below average., Several things explain why this year's stocks are above
average despite below average production. Marketing of the 1947 Maine crop prior

to January 1 has been relatively light. Quality of the 1947 crop was generally good;
threfore, the quantity of potatoes lost through shrinkage and waste and fed to live-
stock is expected to be low. IA recent years there has been a downward trend in the
percent of home—grown seed and with the potato acresge at a very low level the
quantity of potatoes used for seed on farms where grown is relatively low despite an
increase in the rate of seeding. There has been a sharp decline in the number of
potate—producing farms thus reducing the quantity of potatoes consumed for food on
farms where grown, ~The growing of potatoes has become more and more concentrated in
commercial producing  arecas. As a result sales from the 1947 crop are expected to be
d record high percent of production.

ey

It is estimated that 17,414,000 bushels, or 5.4 percent of the
1947 production will be lost through shrinkage and waste or fed to livestock. 4in
estimated 29,539,000 bushels will be consumed as food on farms where grown, while
16,109,000 bushels will be used for seed on farms where grown. The remaining
261,551,000 bushels or 80,6 percent are estimated to have been sold or held for sale.
This compares with sales of 323,005,000 bushels or 80.1 percent of the revised 1946
crop of 403,448,000 bushels harvested in the 37 late and intermediate States.

1948 Acreage Intentions: Planting intentions for 1948 were
reported by growers in the 37 late and intermediate Statcs at the time they reported
stocks, Of course, these intentions are only preliminary, especially in the late

" U, S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICUI Tﬂm’ﬂ, e
Bureau of Agricultural Economics Division of Agricultural Stgbxgplcs
. g g 1
MINNESOTA COOPERATIVE REPORTING SERVICE 948




States. However, on the basis of the¢ relationship in past ycvars between growers!
planting intentions reported on the January 1 stocks inquiry and acreages actually
planted, plantings of 1,775,300 acres are indicated for these 37 Stotes in 1948,
This acreage would be 2 percent larger than the unusually low acreage planted in
1947, Comm red with 1947, an increase of 3 percent is indicated for the 18 surplus
late States but decrcases of 1 and 2 percent respectively, ere indiceted for the
"other late" and intermediate States,

POTATOES (IRISH): MERCHANTABLE STOCKS IN HANDS OF GROWERS AND LOCAL DEALERS
ON JANUARY 1 IN 37 LATE AND INTERMEDIATE STATES 1/

+ 110-year average sJanucry 1, :Januaryé} January 1, 2/

GROUP AND STATE  :Jan. 1, 193645 2/: 1946 :1947 s 1948
: Crops of :Crop of :Crop of : Crop of

! : 1935~44 s 1945 : 1946 F 1947
SURFLUS LATE STATES B Thousznd bushels
Malne. % .o as a4 26,637 . Bl5220 . " 48,090 42,370
New York o .» ¢%e. s & 8,195 - 5,870 .- 11,070 7,810
Pennsylvania . . . ., 6,290 4,800 7,870 6,550
Mehigan. o o % .ci6e 8,082 5,640 7,940 Jo L 4,800
Viisconsin., . . . . . . 4,171 2,700 2,680 . 124390
Minnesota. « « . . . 6,492 8,300 . - 8,450 . 6,300
North Dakota . . . . , 5,578 : 10,330 10,050 9,400
South Dakota « . . . 390 o, B0 910 550
Nebraske o ¢ v 3,521 5,200 5,140 3,210
Montana . .. . & . 552 3/ 810 1,010 720
TORRBD vigus’ i 4as N 12,809 20,620 23,250 12,200
Wyoming o« « o« o4 . 885 1,260 1,420 1,200
Colorado « e s 'a o 5,863 6,430 6,250 7,880
HEED: & e« o wowie 76% SR 1,110 . 800
HEVAE o ol i e 206 450 ) 350 - 230
Washington . . . . . 2,653 1,480 1,930 920
OPCEON" v yv) w0, 94 & 3,180 4,200 . . 4,600 - 3,200
California (late), . . 2,660 2,400 2,700 . 1,400
18 SURPLUS LATE 98,949 114,180 144,530 111,930
11 OTHER LATE Tt 55,980 . - . 5,480 5,680 5,550
29 LATE STATES  __ _ 104,929 __ _ 119,660 _ _ _ 151,210 __ _ v AMns o
8 INTERMEDIATE 1,226 : 830 : 960 940
37 M\TE f.ND e
INTERMEDIATE STATES 106,155 : 120,490 | 152,170 112,420

';/ Merchantable stocks consist of potatoes held by growers, local dealers and buyers
on farms or near areas of production for sale or delivery after Decemoer 31, They
dnolude potatoes held for sale or delivery to starch factorics and other
processors, ,

2/ Note that the 10-year average figures("group" and "all States") are the averages
of the ycarly totals, not the sum of group or State averages.

3/ Revised. 4/ Preliminary,

Byron Peterson — ' Roy A. Bodin
Agricultural Statistician Agricultural Statistician in Charge
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January 27, 1948
To Operators of Elevators, kills and Viarehouses in iinnesota:

The report which follows summarizes the grain supply situation for liinnesota
as of January 1, 1948, together with certain data for the United States and other
States, The basis for the' summary is the information reported on January 1 by oper-
ators of warehouses and by farmers on December 1 and January 1. The next reneral
summary will be as of April 1. Your assistance at that time will prove very helpful,

GRAIN STOCKS JANUARY 1, 1948 WITH CCLIPARISCNS

MINNESCTA: The supply of corn storad in Minnesota on January 1, 1948, was less than
‘ three-fourths of the guantity on hand a year ago, and was 10 percent less

than the comparatively small guantity on hand January 1, 1946. As is usual for Janu-
‘ ary 1, well over 95 percent of the amount in storace was held on the farms of the

State.

Wheat stocks in Linnesota on January 1, 1548, at 22,789,000 buchels were 9 per-
cent lower than a year ago and 10 percent below two years ago, The distribution was
materially different than a year ago as the movement from the farms has been very
rapid since the 1947 harvest. Farm stocks of wheat of only 9,285,000 bushels on Jan-
vary 1, 1948, vere only two-thirds as large as on January 1, 1947, and were the smal-
lest since January 1, 1936, Off-farm storace stocks were 13,504,000 bushéls on Jan-
uvary 1, 1948, and were 19 percent larger than a year ago.

Oat stocks within Minnesota on January 1, 1948, were also down sharply at
| 110,699,000 bushels compared with a year ago, the decrease being about 21 million
bushels or 16 percent. A decline in farm stocks accounted for all of the decrease as
off-farm stocks. of 7,800,000 bushels were up about 23 million bushels.

. Farm stocks of 12,919,000 bushels of barley on December 1, 19,7, were down
slightly from a year ago while off-farmstocks January 1 were 5% million buchels high-
er than a yvear ago at 21,302,000 bushels, Farm stocks of rye were only 320,000 bush-
els on Uecember 1, 1%,7, compared with 368,000 a year earlier., Off-farm supplies of
rye were in contrast, up sharply, at 3,502,000 bushels on January 1, 1948, compared

| with 1,297,000 bushels on -January 1, 1947.

Farm stocks of soybeans in ilinnesota on January 1, 1948, were 3,312,000 bushels
compared with 2,455,000 on January 1, 1947, and only 1,311,000 bushels on January 1,
1946. Some additional information in regard to the supply of oil crops, flax and
soybeans will be available January 30, 1948,

The Hinnesota grain supply situction is summarized in the tarle which follows:
MINKASOTA--GEAIN STOCKS JANUARY 1 WITH CCiPLRISCHS

SRR T TR DR Pal . L hL . Eebab A
Crop r. dapg )t demc iy o dame R o dany ks 8 Jame Iyt dan.s 4
_ . ==Thousand Bushels--
Corn 4,012 2,916 137,687 101,828 141,699 104,744
Yheat 11,7 13,504 13,8611 9,285 25,128 22,789
| Oats 5,308 . 7,200 26,400 . 102,99 131,708 110,699
Barley 16,563 21,302  1/12,967 1/12,919 - -
Re 1,297 3, 502 1/368 1/320 = i
Soybeans 2/ 2/ 2,455 3,312 — -
| i/ December 1 preceding year, 2/ Not available
Bay Potas Roy 4. Bodin
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UNITED STATIS: Relatively large stocks of 795 million bushels of wheat were stored

, in all positions January 1, 1948, despite near-record disappearance
since July 1, 1947. Rye stocks ¢f 1l4.4 million bushels, though relatively small,
were larger than on January 1 in the two preceding years, Gtocks of feed grains in
all positions on January 1, 1948, were relatively small., Disappearance in the Octo-
ber-December cuarter was also smaller than usual, indicating a careful husbanding of
these feed resources to date,

Current stocks of wheat are nearly one-fourth larger than a year ago and one-
sixth larger than on January 1, 1946, Although exceeded by January 1 stocks in each
of the four years, 1942 to 1945, they are larger than on January 1 of any other year
of record, Included in current reserves are 428 million bushels on farms, 112 mil-
lion bushes at merchant mills and 111 million bushels in interior mills, elevators
and warehouses--as well as 142 million bushels of commercial stocks at terminals and
3.1 million bushels in transit owned by Commodity Credit Corporation. Corn stocks
of 1,567 million bushels were 29 percent less than on January 1,1947, and 24 percent
less than the average of the preceding four years, the only years for which compar-
able deta are available., Qat stocks of 790 million bushels, though less than on
January 1 of the previous two years were larger than in the other two of the four
years for which comparable records are available, Barley stocks of 1€8 million bush-
els were slichtly larger than a year ago, but smeller than in the other three years
of record,

GHAIN STCChS JANUARY 1, 1948, VITH CCMPARISCNS

: January 1 : January 1 : October l:January 1

Grain ; Position : 19,6 : 19,7 : 1947 . 19,8
Thousand Bushels

(On Farms 1/ 361,031 365,794 610,300 427,620
(Commodity Credit Corp, 2/ 14,778 by LOL, 3,990 3,100

Wheat (Terminals 3/ 102,131 56,256 175,069 141,889
(Merchant 1ills 1/ L/ 95,276 196,779 136,216 111,730

- = - . (Int.Mills,Zlev.&ihses 1/ 5/ . . _108,776_ _ 119,044 _ 196,631 _ 110,796
SENHGERG S § eV e TR SE (TIRTDIE TR o o i 681,992 642,277 1,122,206 ' 795,135
(On Farms™ 1/ . 1,858,960 2,136,640 ~ 254,210 1,517,901
(Commodity Credit Corp. 2/ 17 0 0 0

Corn_ (Terminals 3/ , 11,127 27,870 7,910 13,218
_____ (Int.Mills,Elev,&hses 1/ 5/ - _ 33,992 _ _ 43,781 _ 23,308 _ _ 35,977
ORI 2 el It o | R 1,904,096 2,208,291 _ 285,428 1,567,096
(On Farms 1/ - 976,631 ~ 892,282 ~ 964,340 ~ "7L3,783

Oats (Terminals 3/ 16,695 9,158 26,641, 14,037
______ (Int,Mills,Elev,&ihses 1/ 5/ _ _ _ 41,749, _ _ 32,992 _ 143,063 _ 32,423
o o ORRRY T AR BT i = S g b Ol Ag085075 0 930432 1,03950L7 - 790,243
. (On Farms 1/ 126,000 110, 0C0O 160,403 117,300
Barley (Terminals 3/ 21,287 20,985 27, bhd 26,581
_____ (Int.lills,ilev.&ihses 1/ o o Ab,T9  LA,T06 . 58,89L 43,762
e g Stk JEETE e T IR SRR 182,006 _ 175,691  _ 248,741 _ 187,643
(Cn Farms 1/ 6,550 1,000 13,482 7,200

Rye (Terminals 3/ Ly 544 2,476 3,824 L,072
_____ (Int, Mills,Flev.&lhses'd/ 5/ - 2,281 ' 12,008 4,35 = _ 3,155
TOTAL 5o =ls 7 S e (RGN e T e e BT T AR T

2/ Owned by C.C.C, storeq in t heir own steel or wooden bins and in transit,
3/ Commercial stocks reported by Grain Branch, P.li,A. at 4O terminal cities,
L/ ¥ills reporting to Bureau of the Census on milling and stocks of flour,
2/ All off-farm storages not otherwise designated for each grain.
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Stocks of corn, oats, tarley and rye, shown below by States, are for all off-
farm positions, Stocks in interior mills, elevators and warehouses, as estimated by
the Crop Reporting Foard of the Pureau of Agricultural seonomics, are com ined with
commercial stocks at terminals, as reported by the Grain Lranch of the Production and
Marketine Administration, to obtain these State totals,

OFF-F4R2: 1/ STOCKS OF GORN, - OATS,PARLEY- 4li)-RYE, JANUARY 1, 1948, /ATH CCRPALISONS

:Shelled & far Corn : _ _Oats_ _ _: _ _Barley _ _ _:__ _ Rye_ _ _ _
Stete faaewr foieus Tasuz o dous o agw7 Goams ¢ 19k 104
+=—-Thousand Bushels -~ b

‘Neing. 490 386 655 412 63 80 * %
N.Y. "e3829 1,733 ' 3385,  3,031.0 2,447 2,816 #* %*
‘N.J, ‘. 138 T3 137 118 * ooy = G *
‘Pa, 1,977 coatl 588 Res  LITEAVE 231 a7t 242 38 %
Ohio 3,436 ‘2,943 2,576 1,809 174 * 8 31
“Ind. ' 3,265 3,289 1,205 784 35 61 163 135
F1l, 16,000 . 14,904 4,058 4,006 ° 3,245 ' 3,367 4O 362
‘Mich, 699 "t 483 854 638 %5 %* 13 43
Wis. 987 498 936; 1,340 . *35,508 £ 7316,573 83 187
Minn, 4,012 2,916 5,308 7,800 ‘16,563 ., 21,302 1,287 ‘' 3,502
Towa - 8,000 e 30 7,97 639 543 60 - 8
‘Mo, 5,077 Wald I5y59.  1,875..F 1,425 % 8 179
"N.Dak. 370 398 3,000 2,123 ° 3,135 ‘2,406 165 418
S.Dak. 981, 560 3,181 1,564 . 1,598 840 116’ 453
Nebr., 6,652 2,586 1,309 1,231 561, 238 89 - 433
Kans.' © 3,639 ‘1,461 571 633 296 176 14 38
Del. 90 130 28 30 n 2 1 3
"Md. 72,585 1,109 512 560 L9 66 115 121
Va, 249 aep - LGB 168 148 39 28 Ja> 31
W.Va, i (o pwbe 71 27 11 1 1 0 0
N.C. 353 ‘691 266 119 1 Saye 1k 1 7
S 33 150 93 210 g S 1 0 ¢l
Ga, 214 AT 1 365 127 123 AR 5 o 0
Ky. 1,357 1,581 123 101 16 20 616 238
Tenn, 813 958 L57 351 36 75 5 30
Ala, 300 275 . 362 22 22 0 5 0 0
Kiss, 58 ave b o 66 124 215 25 10 h 3
 ark, 3 55 ' (55 71 oL 3 ' 5 ). 0
La. 1,949 29 INA 1t B o 0 0 0
Okla. \ 673 " 488 L71 490 L8 27 1 2
Tex. 1,094 1,282 862 12T 151 78 1 6
" Mont. , G0 Il - 471 4137 9L it ggs 10 15
Idaho 55 25 720 984 900 1,475 ' 4
Wyo. 68 31 68 67 5 195 Lh 2 3
Colo, 513 499 206 365 655 93 20 33
~ Ndiex. 14 38 22 25 12 19 X il
Ariz, ' 32 y 16 36 31 519 v 325 0 0
Utah el L9 80 260 . v 639 0 0
Nev. 19 3 8 o KO T 35 0 0
Viash, 1,145 ol 1y 208~ 1,997 7 =2, 482 3, TbL 15 20
Oreg. - L8 A T30S 1,296 1,628077,.2.271 133 95
Calif, 660 820 1,251 933 - 11,589 9,103 6 16
Unallocated® @ —--- - 1 ees -— 297 1,742 1,061 733
U, S. 75,851 _ 49,195 42,150 _ 6,480  65,89L,~ 70,313 ~ Th,504_ T 7,227

1/ Includes, in addition to stocks in Interior Wills, ilevators & Warehouses and
Merchant Mills, commercial stocks reported by Grain Eranch, P.il,i. at terminals.
¥Unallocsted-~to avoid disclosing individudl operations,



Mkinnesota Crop and Livestock Reporting Service G N Pagelz,
STCCI S OF "HEAT, JANUARY 1, 1948
Werchant Vills ¢ Off-farm totel 1/ ¢ _ lotal 2/ all

Bt e _gap_u%rg oy = o g_agu_a!._rz.; g (o _Ifo;s_ijc:._i_qngi_gfgnga_r_'yml_
1967 . B . AT, ... 1948 s 947 .0, A9
i e SR -~ Thousand Bu s-h-el g-==" , :
New Eng, 0 b 18 221 1,173 234 1,173
N.Y, 9, 522 10, 607 21,968 27,449, 26,852 30,601
Nod e i B _ #o o oSt — oty 150
Fa, 895 735 1,894 4,023 9,261 11,604
Chio 5,600 * 8,459 13,189 20,589 ' 26,427
Ind, t2,286 72,8 3,607 4, 791 > e 110,163
ni, 4,376 3,527 6,268 . .10,989 . 8,571 *¥13,271
hich. 1,162 2,095 AsBrg St 15692 |1Nv12, 519 “16,612
"is. * A 2,536 3,684 ¢ 4,075 54360
Minn, 7,913 7,885 11, 317 13,504 = *25,128 ‘22,789
Iowa 1,256 L4858 4,243 3,973 e e ThRL 334
ko, 7,005 9,6L6 14,162 41,734 17,983 633
N,Dak, 1,518 1,383 17,601 13,583 90, 309 * 93,904
«“S,Dak, S TN e L,216 'Wea 839 - r83 071,  *708),262
Nebr, 2,583 2,108 9,430 10,413 L, 791, C 2,018
Kans, 15,426 19,700 45,332 68,031 104,966 165,510
Del. t 36 36 76 79 . o e o el L
Md. 1,00 517 " ¢ 1,294 4,851 2846 +"See 55
Va. > 790 v S 1,297 BB 1S GRS | S e
W.Va, 81 - 62 124 Ay SNV SURe 8 927
N.C. 550 725 652 859 2,733 " 3,478
S.C, 163 374 170 v 380 576 * b
Ga. 120 72 170 120 568 758
Kye 1,866 2,820 2,209 3.6B5 4 358 1 #R L 100
Tenn, 1,169 1,267 1,560 3.182 =% 21 12,909
hla, * * 101 107 . 127 s
Kiss., * *, 20 . 29 A 85 12%
Ark., - - 14 A% 3 Tehek TG . 85
La. - - 870 1,619 . 870  *+''"1,619
Okla. L,362 5,276 11,535 26,852 26,540 " 43,609
Tex., 6,873 9,737 17,374 33,878 25,553 - U9l 8
liont . 3,000 3,034 9,305 8,435 39,362 © 38,025
Idaho 1,354 1,423 B, S 8,019 SV eRTLT4 *15,985
Wyo. 235 %* L52 o 1 U -
Colo, 2,450 2,400, h,622 16,599 . *17,600 + 27,858
N.Mez.. 86 . 7 106 650 627 ; 3,099
Ariz. 83 114 160 182 256 i a9
Utah 2,023 2,181 3510 25 4,438 6,900 « V8,721
Nev, - - 130 /68 s 4 381
Wesh, 2,797 4,104 SRS 21,307 LB;56): +¥3=29,167
Oreg. 1,431 2,310 12,029 3,056 - 17,063 10,650
Celid; 906 1,157 2,615 2,22}, L, 631 2,825
E%%%%@i"_hﬂﬁ_“Qgﬁ____hﬂh__ﬂhﬁl__&ﬁé__;JJ@_
" o1 mas 96,779 111,730 276,483 367,515 642,277 . 795,135

#Unalloceted--to avoid disclosing individuwzl operations.

1/ Includes, in addition to stocks in Interior ¥ills, .devators & Jarehouses.and
‘erchent ¥ills, ‘commercial stocks reported by Grain Branch, P4y at. terminals,
and an estimate of those owned by Commodity Credit Corporation which are in transit,
2/ Off-farm total rlus farm stocks. ‘ ;
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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTUEE MINNISOT4A DEPARTI.ENT OF AGRICULTURE &%9
Bureau of Agricultural fconomics Division of Agricultural Statistics
MINNESOTA COOP.RATIVZ RIFORTING SERVICE
531 State Office Bldg., St. Paul, Minn.
Immediate Release February 13, 1948
EGG AND MILK PRODUCTION--MINNESOTA
Egg Production: Egg production in kinnesota during January

1948 was 7 percent lower than in January
1947, but was 65 percent larger than the 10-year (1937-46) average production for
January, according to the State-Federal orop and Livestock Reporting Service, igg
production ~uring January 1948 is estimated at 356 million egss compared with 382
million in 1947 and the 10-year (1937-46) average for January of 211 milliord.

January was the fifth month in succession in which production has been
lower than in the corresponding month of a year earlier. OUnly in 1946 and 1547,
however, was production in January higher than it was this year. The numbers of
layers and all chickens on farms are lower than at this time last year. Comparative-
ly high feed prices in relation to the price of eggs and poultry has resulted in
close culling and some liquidation of flocks. Farmers reported on February 1 a sharp
reduction in intentions to buy chicks for raising in 1948. Important reasons fre-
quently mentioned in connection with the planned decrease in chicks to be raised ‘
were high feed costs and the prospect of insufficient fuel oil for brooder house op-
erations. The effects of the recent drastic price adjustments are not reflected by
this report, but it can be assumed that lowering of feed costs in relation to poultry
and egg prices will tend to check the decline in production which has been recently
gaining momentum,

Milk Production: Milk production in Minnesota during January
1948 of 648 million pounds was the lowest
for the month in 10 years or since January 1938 when 639 million pounds were produced.
Averase production in January during the 10-year (1937-46) period was 681 million
pounds. Preliminary information indicates th.t production so far in 1948 has been
about 10 percent .elow a year ago. Cold weather, higher feed costs, and a sharp re-
duction in the number of cows on farms are factors which contributed to the decrease
compared with a year ago. Sharp changes in marketing and utilization practices are
again occurring within the dairy industry. Linnesota dairy plants increased the out-
put of butter very sharply during 1947 in comparison to the unusually low production
of butter in 1946. Farmers have also increased cream deliveries to dairy plants
while decreasing the volume of fluid milk delivered to plants. This chan‘e in the
method of marketing milk became very noticeable during the last half of 1947 and
especially in lovember and Uecember,

Roy Potas Hoy A, Bodin
Apricultural Statistician agricultural Statistician
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U. S. DEPARTYENT OF #CRICULTURE

Bureau of Agricultural Economics Division of Agricultural Statistié%ﬁgﬂg

MINN3S0TA COOPERATIVE REPORTING SERVICE
531 State Office Bldg., St. Paul, linn.

Immediate Release February 19, 1948

LIVESTOCK ON F.RKS JANURY 1--MINNESOTA

Livestock numbers on kiinnesota farms were reduced very sharply during the
latter half of 1947, according to the State-Federal Crop and Livestock Reporting
Service, The result is that cattle numbers as of January 1, 1948, are the lowest in
11 years; hogs, lowest in 10 years; sheep, lowest in over 20 years, while horse num-
bers are lower than on any January 1 in 66 years--since 1883, The number of chickens
on farms is also lower than a year aro, but is larger than the January 1 number for
any year prior to 1943 for which records are available starting in 1925. Turkey num-
bers in contrast are only 50 percent of a year aro, and are by far the smallest since
records were started in 1929,

The total January 1, 1948, value of livestock and poultry on kinnesota farms
showed an increase of nearly 64 million dollars or 10 percent compared with a year
ago and is 323 million dollars or nearly 90 percent over the 1O-year (1937-46) aver-
age. The recent downward adjustient in livestock market prices which has occurred
since January 1 has reduced the inventory value, but even at present lower prices,
the aggregate value is still at a record level. The total aggregate value on Jan-
uary l, 1948--before the recent price. decline--was $686,360,000. This total may be
compared with 622,440,000 on January 1, 1947, and only 363,824,000, the lO-year,
(1937-46) average January value.

By species the change in numbers in Ninnesota is as follows:

CATTLE AND CALVES: During the year 1947 numbers declined 247,000 head or 7 percent.

' , The January 1, 1948, number of 3,280,000 head compares with
3,527,000 a year earlier and 3,559,000 head, the 10-year (1937-46) average. Peak
numbers were reached January 1, 1944, with 3,866,000 head.

COWS _AND HEIFERS, 2 Years Uld and Over Kept for }filk: Milk cow numbers have been de-
‘ clining since 194) when a war-
time peak of 1,882,000 head were on farms, By January 1, 1948, this number had de-
clined 16 percent to only 1,579,000 head, 7 percent below the number on hand January 1,
1947, and 11 percent less than the 10-year, (1937-46) averare. Little change compar-
ed with a year apo and averace is noted in the number of heifers, 1-2 years old being
kept for milk cows, Heifer calves under 1 year kept for milk cows are, however, 12

percent fewer than a year ago and § percent less than the average number kept on Jan-
vary 1, ; . )

HOGS, Including Pigs: The number on Minnesota farms, 3,113,000 as of January 1, 1948

was the smallest since January 1, 1939. Compared with a year
ago, numbers decreased 7 percent and are 16 percent below average for January 1. The
January*l, 1948, number is 42 percent smaller than the record January 1, 1944, number
of 5,352,000 head.

ALL SHEEP AND LAMBS: OSheep numbers have been declining for a number of years. The

present January 1 number of 857,000 head may be compared with
959,000 on January 1, 1947, and the record number of 1,496,000 head on January 1, 1947
These estimates include sheep and lambs in feed-lots and stock sheep.  The number of
stock sheep (breeders) declined 5 percent during 1947 to 692,000 compared with
728,000 a year ago. Present numbers are the lowest since January 1, 1928,

HORSES: Continued substitution of motor power for horses caused another sharp de-

crease during 1947 in the inventory number of horses being kept on famms,
On January 1, 1948, there were 345,000 horses on Minnesota farms compared with
392,000 on January 1, 1948, and 597,000 the 1O-year (1937-46) average. The current
number is 12 percent less than a year ago and 42 percent under average.

CHICK NS: Chicken numbers on January 1, 1948, were 2 percent below a year ago, but

' 17 percent larger than average. The number on Minnesota farms on Janu-
ary 1, 1948, was 28,353,000 compared with 28,925,000 on January 1, 1947, and the 10-
year, (1937-46) average of 24,265,000 birds,

TUREEYS: Only 181,000 turkeys were on kinnesota farms on January 1, 1948, the small=-
est number for any January since records were started in 1929, The number

a year apgo was 362,000 while the 10-year, 1937-46 average, January 1 number is

109, 000.

Byron Peterson Roy A. Eodin
Agricultural Statistician Agricultural Statistician
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U. S. DEPARTI(ENT OF AGRICULTURE MINNZSOTA DEPART: ENT OF AGRICULTURE
Bureau of Agricultural Economics Division of Agricultural Statistics

MINNESOTA COOPFRATIVSE REPORTING SIRVICE

531 State Office Bldg,, St. Paul, iinn,
Immediate Release March 11, 1948

EGG AND MILK PRODUCTION REPORT ~ MARCH 1, 1948

EGG _PRODUCTICN Egg production on Minnesota farms during February

1948 was 353 million eggs, a decrease of 2 percent
compared with the production of 361 million eggs during February 1947, according to
the State-rFederal Crop and Livestock Reporting Service. The decrease would have
becn nearly 6 percent had it not been for the effect of the extra day in February
this year (which is leap year). The present level of production, whilec smeller than
a year ago, is still more than 50 percent above average for this time of ycar, The
average production during February for the l0-year (1937-46) period is only 226 mil~
lion eggs. Most of the increase in production compared with average, is due to im-
provement in the rate of lay which has more than doubled in the ten years since 1937
although part of the increase can be attributed to larger sized flocks, Laycrs on
farms have, however, been slowly declining since Februery 1946, except for seasonal
increases in the fall months. Numbers have been smaller than in the corresponding
month of a year ago in each of the past six months, In February 1948, the number

of laysrs at 25,826,000 was about 2 percent below the number on Minrcesota farms in
February 1947,

MILK PRODUCTICN: Production of 671 million pounds of milk on llinne-
sota farms during Februcry 1948, compares with

716 million pounds during February 1947, a decline of 45 million pounds or 6 percent.
The decline in the level of production is acutally more because the volume for the
month this year is affected by the extra day which occurs each leap yeer. The rate
of production per day in Fcbruary this yeur is down 2% million pounds psr day com-=
pared with February 1947; a decrease of 10 percent. Cow numbers continuz to decline
while production per milk cow in hzrds is at a record level. For herds kept by crop
correspondents, the average production per cow was the highest on rocord for March 1
dated back to 1925,

Roy Potas Roy A. Bodin
Agricultural Statistician Agricultural Stotistician
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Bureau of Agricultural Hconomics Division of Agricultural Statist 4948

. MINNESOTA COOPERATIVE REPCRTING SERVICE
531 State Office Bldg., St, Paul, Minn,
A5y s ' 3/22/18
FOR IMMEDIATE
RELEASE _

INTENDED CROP ACREAGZS FOR 1948 IN MINNESOTA

Minnesota farmers are planning some adjustment in crop acreage for 1948
compared with 1947, but the shifts are much less drastic than occurred last year,
according to the State-Federal Crop and Livestock Reporting Service. Information
supplied by farmers ahead of actual planting operations indicates a decrease of
only 1 percent in corn acreage and a 6 percent decrease for spring wheat other
than durum in this State. Increases of 28 percent for durum wheat, 6 percent for
oats, 7 percent for barley, 4 percent for soybeans, and 3 percent for flaxseed
were reported, while decreases were reported for potatoes, 3 percent; all hay, 2
percent; tobacco,.l7. percent, and dry peas, 37 percent, The last two mentioned

crops are comparatively unimportant except in very local arcas., Weather, scil
conditions, price changes and other factors may cause farmers to alter their re-
ported plans but, in past years, there has been a close relationship between in-
tended acreage and the actual acreage planted. :

Weather conditions recently have been favorable for an early spring open-
ing of fieldwork in the southern third of the State. Snow cover is still heavy
in most of the northern two-thirds of the State and even with favorable weather
it will take considerable time for fieldwork to develop, Road conditions are ex-
pected to be extremely unsatisfactory during the next 3 or 4 weeks and will be a
factor in slowing down the market movemént of livestock and grain, A consider-
able acreage of corn and soybeans rumalns to be harvested in some local areas in
south and west central counties,

Corn acreage, if the decrease of 1 percent materlallzus, wlll equal
5,296,000 acres for all purposes, compared with 5,349,000 in 1947 and the 10-year
(1937—a6) average of 5,043,000 acres, Some farmers have expressed concern over
the prospect of corn borer damage to this crop but, apparently, they do not con-
sider the threat serious enough to warrant a reduction in acreage. Oats, the
second most important feed crop, will be expanded to cover 4,908,000 acres, an
increase of 6 percent, compared with the 4,630,000 acres planted last ycar,

The proposed increase will place this year's acreage 8 percent above average,

Barley, another important feed crop in many areas, will be increased to 1,089,000
acres, 7 percent more than the 1,018,000 acres planted in 1947. An increase this
year will be the third in a row 51nce the recent low of 461,000 acres was reached
in 1945 following a rather steady decline from a peak of 2, 380 000 acres in 1935,

The spring wheat acreage, including durum, will total only 1,042,000
acres, even though the small durum acreage is being increased 28 percent, accord-
ing to present plans. This represents a decrease of 4 percent in all spring
wheat compared with the 1947 eacreage of 1,089,000 acres, The acreage of spring
wheat other than durum is the lowest since 1942, although just slightly under
1943 and 1945.

The acreage of oilseed crops is again being expanded. Soybeans are ex-
pected to reach a new high acreage of 1,032,000 acres, while the intended flax-
seed acreage of 1,460,000 acres will be the fourth highest of record in Minnesota.,
Geod yields, high prices and low lebor requirements for producing thesc crops
have caused farmers to look with favor upon thcir production., The Government's




commitment this year to support the price of flaxseed above parity is; undOubtédly,
a strong factor in increasing the flax acreage above its present high level,

Potato acreage is again destined for a further reduction if farmers carry
out early season plans. Much of the acreage is now concentrated in the north-
western counties where planting is usually late, It is possible, therefore, for
farmers to change plans materially in regard to this crop ‘should conditions
warrant such a change-before planting time, The 1948 acreage is indicated at
122,000 acres, 3 percent lower than last yezr and the lowest in oven 50 years.

Hay acreage for harvest is also expected to be lower than a year ago and
. the lowest for any recent year. - ; i

The 1948 intended crop acreages for Minnesota with comparisons are as

follows:
ACRES PLANTED
Average e Indicated ¢ 1948 as %
- 193746 - 1947 1948 3 of 1947
_ - Thousand Acres - 524,
Corn - LT oL i 99
Other Spring Wheat ; v 1, 518 1,034 9T gh = -
' Durum Wheat B tadat Chth e T s i 108 |
oats ' 4;'5:;6 1,630 Lol o i e
Barley e 1,495 . 1,018 .. . 1,089 1107
Yloxesed- 3 AR U 1 SO W e
Soybeans, All-pﬁrposesj» St Sk | 992 vsein l;QBZ : . 104
Potatoes e, : > 219 126 : "y 058 97
Hey, ALL (For Harv.) b2 4,009 3,929 98
Roy Potas - A My ; Roy A. Bodin

Ag~'1, Statistician ~ Agr'l, Statistician,
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Below~-freezing temperatures in late March throughout kinnesota delayed con-
ditioning of 'soil for spring work so that by April 1 very little field work had

- developed in any part of the State, according to the State-Federal Crop and Live-

stock Reporting Service. A gradual improvement in weather and soil conditions
since then, however, has permitted field work to develop and by April 10, activi-
ty was quite general in the southern half of the State, Northern areas still
have snow cover, ice, and wet soil conditions wnich are likely to cause a con=
siderable delay in spring seeding operations unless temperatures show a quick
upward movement., The 1948 spring season is, however, considerably advanced over
1947, but is much later than in 1946 when a " substantial acreage of spring grains

_was planted prior to April 1.

Winter grains made very little growti: before 4April 1, It seems apparent
now, however, that both winter wheat and rye survived the winter season in good
condltlon in practically all-areas of the State, Alternate freczing and thawing
during the spring warm-up period may still cause damage in lotal areas, but ‘as
of April 1, both crops were considered to be in eycellent condition., Pastures,
likewise, made no growth up to April 1; The currently warmer weather should,
however, cause rapid development as the soil moisture situation is favorable,

The supply of major feed grains, (corn, cats, and barley) stored on Minne-
sota farms on April 1 was nearly one=-fourth below a year ago. The farm ctocks
of corn and oats on April 1 were 15 percent telow the 10-year (1937-46) average
for April 1, The April 1 supply of farm-stored wheat in Minncsota is only three-
fifths of average and is the smallest April 1 supply since 1937, the supply be-
ing about one-half million bushels less than the low stocks held April 1 & year
ago., Rye stocks on farms April 1, while double & yecar ago, arc relatively small.,
Soybean stocks, in contrast, are relatively large as the April 1 supply on farms
is the largest since records werc started in 1943. The productiocn of this crop
has shown a very rapid expansion since it gained popularity about ten ycars ago.

Egg production for March 1948 is estimated at 408 million eges compared
with 413 million in March 1947, and the racord March productlon of 4,57 million
cggs in 1946, The current March level of production is equal to that of March
1944 and exceeds production for March of any prior year. A slight decreasc in
both the number of layers and in the rate of lay was rcported this ycar in com-
paerison with a year ago.

Milk production of 776 million pounds during March 1948 may be compared
with 830 million in March 1947, & decrease of more than 6 percent. llarch pro-
duction of milk was, however, just slightly less than the 10-year (1937-46)
average for March of 780 million pounds. The reduction in the lovel of pro-
duction since a year ago is due entirely to the sharp dzcline in number of
milk cows on farms, Numbers have Leen declining since carly 1944 with a sharp
decline noted in 1947. Production per milk cow kept in herds of Crop Reporters
on April 1 was 21.2 pounds, compzrcd with 20,8 on April 1, 1947, #nd the 10-
year (1937-46) hApril 1 average of 18. 7 pounds. Farmcrs aru now feeding much
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less grain than at this time last year, The average rete of feading grain per
milk cow was 5.8 pounds on aApril 1, 1948, compared with 6.4 on April 1, 1947,
and 5.9 on April 1, 1946.

The amount of grain stored on Minnesota farms on April 1 with comparisons
is 2s follows: :

GRAIN STOCKS ON FARMS - APRIL 1, 1948

: ' Average
MINNESOTA : : 1937-1946° - 1947 - 19,8
L1p e g : (o = Thousand Bushcls -
Covh (grada) « -« il e Aokl wanic taes JOPS50-: e 3596, 57,278
Oats daisbil uiny { ok one e b8k B A177,007 52,800
Barley IR L Vs, 8 Lol 5,627 5,681
Rye el - : ; i/ 246 8l & 172
Wheat, : 9,670 6,499 5,981,
.Soybeané : 2/ 9.3 15601 2,48
;} 3-yeer (1944-46) average. "t 2/ h=year (194,3-46) average.
~ Roy Potas : Byron -Peterson ) © Roy A: Bodin
Agric, Statistician |+ ‘Kgrie. Statistician . 'Agric, Stetistician
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MINIVZSOTA GRAIN STOCKS ON APRIL 1, 1948

The total supply of major food and feed grains stored in all positions in
Minnesota on April 1, 1948, was about a fifth lower than on April 1, 1947, accord-
ing to the State-Federal vrop and Livestock Reporting Service, Crops with a de-
crease in stocks were corn, 20 percent; wheat, 15 percent, and oats, 2/ percent,
while barley stocks were 9 percent larger and rye stocks, though still small, in-
creased 37 percent compared with a year ago. Information of this tvpe for the im-
portant oil crops, fluaxseed and soybeans, is not available at this time,

Only 59.4 million bushels of corn were in storage in liinnesota on Arril 1
this year compared with £2.1 million on April 1, 1947, Practically all of the cur-
rent supply of 59 million bushels was stored on farms as only 2 million bushels
were in off-farm positions:¢ The farm supply of corn was down about one~fourth
from a year ago, while off-farm supvlies were even lower in comparison as stocks
in that position were only two-fifths as large as the april 1 supply of a year apo,

The supply of wheat in all positions was 17.6 million bushels on April 1,
1948 compared with 20,6 million on April 1, 1947--a decrease of 3 million bushels
or 15 percent. hbout one-third of the April 1 supply of wheat was stored on farms
in both years.,

Oat stocks of 61,7 million bushels on Arril 1, 1948, may be compared with
8l.4 million a year ago. Only 3 million bushels of the April 1 supply this year
was in off-farm storage,

Barley stocks of 20,0 million bushels on April 1, 1948, in all positions com-
pare with 18,3 million bushels in storage on April 1, 1947. Less than 30 percent
of the stocks were held on farms on April l, this year.

Rye stocks, while less than average size, were larger than a year ago., Total
rye stocks were 1,7 million buchels on April 1 this year compared with 1.3 million
a year ago., 4bout 10 percent of the April 1 stocks or 172,000 bushals were stored
on farms,

Comparative data are shown in the table which follows:

MINNEZSOTA GRAIN STCCKS ON AFRIL 1, 1948, “iITH CCLPARISONS

CFF-FARMS e Ol FaRKS : TOTAL
! Average :

1947, 1948 igwpiione s 1947 | 1948 © 1947 P 1gue
~-THOUS 4N D BUOSHEL S -

Corn 5,407 2,126 : 70,550 : 76,711  57,278: @2,118 59,404

9,670

Wheat 14,110 11,626 t 6,499 5,984: 20,609 17,610

Oats Ly345 2,931 63,443 t 77,027  58,800: 81,372 61,731
Barley 12,776 14,286 : 2/ 5,874 : 5,527 5,684 12,303 19,970
Rye 1,179 1,566 12/ 2u6: 8l V2N . 3,263 1,738
Soybeans 1/ G B3 By nsL S ZuEd o if 1/
;/ Not available before April 30. g/ 3-year (1944-46) average

3/ L-year (1943-46) average,

Roy Potas Byron Peterson Roy A. Bodin

Agric, Statistician Agric, Statistician hAgric, Statistician
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FOR NNMEDIATE RELEACE April 28, 1948

CHICK AND POULT PRODUCTION REPORT

Minnesota farmers are making a very sharp reduction in the number of chicks
and poults which will be raised on their farms in 1948, according to the State-Fed-
eral Crop and Livestock Reporting Service. This fact has been revealed by a series
of semi-monthly surveys among hatchery operators. The latest survey, mid-April,
revealed that hatchery operators placed 20 percent fewer chicken eggs in incubators
during the first two weeks of April this year than in the same period last year. A
further indication of the retrenchment in chick production is that advance orders
for May and June delivery of chicks are only LO percent of a year ago. This points
to a short season.

Earlier information indicated that chicks hatched during the first three morths
of the hatchine season, January, February, and March, totaled only 10,720,000 chicks
this year compared with 18,877,000 in the same psriod of 1947, a reduction of 43 per
cent, About a third of the yearly hatch is usually made during this three month
period. It appears therefore, considering also the information collected in mid-
April, that the number of chicks hatched in the full 1948 season will be about a
third less than during 1947. The number of chicks actually movins to farms is like-
ly to be even less as hatchery operators report larger sexing operations and a very
slow demand for cockerels. A larger proportion of cockerel chicks has been destroy~
ed than lest season. Factors mainly responsible (or this situation are the compara-
tively high market prices for grain which farmers can receive when sellinr grain and
the high cost of feed in relation to prices received for eggs and poultry,

Nationally, the demend for chicks for general farm flock replacements has
shown some expansion during the past few weeks but remains considerably below that
of last year. Reports from hatcheries in States that produce about 80 percent of
all the chicks for farm flock replacements showed that they set 14 percent less eggs
during the first two weeks in April than they did during the same two weeks last
year. The number of chicks booked on April 1 for May and June delivery was 36 per-
cent less than the number booked for delivery during these months on April 1 a year
ago. For the first three months of this year, chick production totaled 358,699,000
compared with 435,486,000 chicks during the same period last year, a decrease of 18
percent.,

The production of turkey poults in Minnesota has declined even more than chick
production, Hatcheries reported nearly a 60 percent reduction in poults hatched
during larch., Eggs set for April hatching numbered 45 percent less than on April 1
& year ago. From these facts, it is apparent thut turkey production will be only
about half of production in 1947 when linnesota farmers raised 3,537,000 birds., The
reduction is associated 1ith a slow demand from farmers because of high feed costs
in relation to turkey prices znd the inability of hetchery operators tc obtain suf-
ficient eggs for hatching. In the Nation, the reduction in poult production was only
20 percent in March compared with 60 percent in linnesota,

Roy.Potgs Byron Peterson Rey A. Bodin
Agric, Statisticien Agric, Statistician Apric, Statistician
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FARM WORK PROGRESS REPORT FOR MINNESOT A-APRIL 30, 1948
Spring grain szeding operations developed rapidly in mid-April and by the

end of the month were nearing completion in the southern half of Minnesota according
to the State-Federal Crop and Livestock Reporting Service. Good progress has been
reported as far north as Crookston in Polk County but in extreme northwestern
counties and the northesstern (uarter of the State there has been very little field
work because of flood condi tions or, cold weatier, Spring grain seedirg is advanced
about two weeks over last year tut is later than in 1946, Ixcept for the flooded

+ area soil conditions are very favorable but plant growth has teen slaw in all but

the southern third of the State., Winter grains suf fered severe damage after Amril 1
in many areas of the southern half of the State, Hay crops, particularly alfalfa
and clover, also show considerable damage in some areas. Dry, freezing and windy
weather after the snow melted is apparently the reason for this condition,

The comment s which follow were submitted on the date shown by voluntary
crop and livestock reporters living in the county and near the location mentiored,
These comments tend to reflsct the agricultural situation in different parts of tle
State.

MINNESOTA CROP AND LIVESTOCK REPORTERS' COMMENTS

NORTHERN SECTION:

decker Co., Detroit Lakes, 4-27: Rye and hay came through in good condition on
account of heavy snow falle. uore old hay then usual left in this territory.

Clay Co., Hawley, &2 : About 75 percent of small grain seeded in Clay County.

Cla; Uo., Ulen, 4-%: uiost of the grain seedihg is done around here but we have
frost most nights.

Kittson Co., Hallock, 4-27: Spring work will be late, None done yet, We are having
the worst flood since 1897. Red River is from 6 to 10 miles wide. Lots of damage
will be done. Some land won't be seeded this year,

Kittson Co., Hallock, 4-20: Too early to tell about hay and pasture as snow is still
in groves and bushes. ;

Pennington Co., Thief River Falls, 4-27: Pastures and meadows have just started to
grow and appear o be coming on faster than usual, Very little seeding dore so far.
Vieatter real warm the last ten cays,

Pollk Co., Erskine, 4-29: Drying up fast, Seeding begins in general next week,

Red Lake Co., Red Lake Falls, 4-26: Very little work dore on fields, Fields very
wet. Grass coming fast. Iadicatlons for early pasture, Plenty hay for feed. Few
chickens on farms and nobody interested in raising chickens this year.

Roseau Co., Warrbdad, &-30: Weather corditions during April was favorable except for
first two weeks'which were cold and snowy. Seeding operations are now urmder way hut
not much seeding done so far,

Hubbard Co., Laporte, 4-28: Indications and weather so far very favorable to hay and
pasture, Alfalfa crop starting fine, Field work hasn't started yet . :
Itasca Co., Deer River, 4-28: No field work has been dore in this area as yet, too
wet. Prospects still seem that we shall seed earlier than last year when I started
on May 7,

Lake of the Woods Co., Williams, 4-26: There is no pasture here yet as the snow just
left last week and it is wet and cool. Don't think there will be any field work until
the first week in May,

CENTRAL SECTION: :

Big Stone Co., Clinton, 4-26: Winter wheat is spotted but rye is good, There has
been too much rain for spring seeding,

Chippewa Co., Montevideo: A very good spring, lost of the grain is up and looks very
§oods Chickens and pigs are not paying out very good and very few pigs are being
raised,

Douglas Co., Nelson, 4-28: In this vicinity farmers are seeding., Some seeded wheat
two weeks ago. QOats and barley are being sown now, Ample moisture and ground is in
fine condition., Pastures and hayfields wintered well,

Pope Co., Cyrus, 4-27: Some seeding left to be done especially oats., Rain the last
few days has delayed work, Com fields most 1y plowed before planting. Grass and new
seedings of legumes in fine condition. Snow covering all winter,

Stevens Co.,, Morris, 4-27: About half of small grain seeded., Soil in very good
condition,

Swift Co., Danvers, 4-27: Grain starting good, Rye in this part of the country
poor. Hany fields being disced up,

Traverse Co., Graceville, 4-27: There is about half of seeding of small grain dore ,
Rain every other day. ;

Yellow ledicine Co., Canby, 4-26: All the smll grain is planted and the weather has

been fire for getting in the gmall grain and we had several nice rains the past week,
irass is coming good,




Carver Co., Cologne, 4-26: Late frosts did a lot of damage to winter wheat ,
Kandiyohi Co., Pennock, 4-28: Early sown fields are up and greening nicely, Seed-
ing all done except in isolated instances.

Meeker Co., Litchfield, 4-30: Grain seeding about completed. Hay looks very good.
Soil in fine condition to work,

Morrison Co., Bowlus, 4-26: On April 24 over 95 psrcent of all small grains have
becn plamted, Growing conditions now are ideal.

Rerwille Co,, Hector, 4-27: Lot of winter wheat killed out. Also alfalfa. Rye
looks fair. i

Scott Co., New Prague, 4-27: Lliost of winter wheat is in very poor shape. About 80
percent was seeded over already. Some alfalfa and clover is dead too,

Sherburne Co,, Clear Lake, 4-26: The rye and winter wheat show very bad winter kill
at this time due to cold April, Some farmers are replanting some fields., Total
oduction will not be 50 percent of normal in my community.

Sibley Co., Le Sueur, 4-25: Large percentage of winter wheat killed out over winter,
Also some rye. OSome wheat being left is very spotted as to stand.

Wright Co., Maple Lake, 4-29: April weather favorable to field work. uany clover
and alfalfa ficlds have winter killed.

Anoka Co., Elk River, 4-26: Winter wheat and also some rye winter killed, I do
believe half of wheat is _gone. Tane hay was also hit hard. The loss is heavy in
this part.

Washington Co., Hugo, 4—28: Seeding is well urder way and in some cases completed.
Condition of fields is 100 percent. Some oats alrecady up., Alfalfa wintered well,

SOUTHERN SECTION:

Cottonwood Co., Jeffers, 4-27: Sprirng seeding completed. The soil was in excellent
cordition and the crops are of f to a good start. April was dry until the 23%rd and

it has been raining ecvery day since,

Lincoln Co., Arco, 4-26: From April 18 to 25 several good rains received, First
seeded oats fields are nice and green. Some barley to be seeded yet. Arout &%

of all flax seeded. Grourd is in wonderful condition, Pastures are better than last
year at this time,

Lyon Co., Marshall, 4-28: OSeeding complete except a small acrecage of flax., Farmers
are getting corn ground ready where land is dry., Had several heavy rains over the
week, Small grain has a wonderful start,

Murray Co., Tracy, 5-1: Small grain crops including oats, barley and flax never
looked any better in this localx.ty. Some winter rye is winter killed but mine is
100 percent good. Farmers in this locality are getting their corn ground ready for
planting, ‘

Nobles Co., digelow, 4—27: Rye did not stand the winter in this territory. It either
froze out or died out last winter, S8mall grain, oats, flax and barley have a good
start this spring.

Redwood Co., Lamberton: The rye crop froze out very bad, Probably won't be more
than 20 percent of crop, ilost famers are going to plow under and put in corn,
Faribault Co., Delavan, 4-28: Winter wheat badly winter killed, Many plowing up
entirely, Others sowing oats in spots, Entire acreage of winter wheat small.,
Freeborn CGo., Hartland, 4-26: A lot of new seeding clover winter killed., Winter
wheat and rye were badly damaged by the cold winter.

Martin Co., Northrop, 4-24: Nice rein, Looks good,

Steele Co., Owatonna, 4-26: Winter wheat killed out badly. The farmers sowed oats
on their wheat fieclds. Spring grain looks goods Plenty moisture and warm weather,
Waseca Co., Waseca, 4-26: Liost winter wheat fields show a 50 percent winter kill or
better, All fields except ore around here have been re—seeded to oats, Last year
seeding of alfalfa looks 100 percent — three ard .four year old fields almost a com—
ple te winter kill. ,

Dakota Co., Northfield, 4-28: Winter wheat froze out badly., Tame hay froze out in
places — probably 20 percent average. Other crops starting fine,

Dodge Co.,, Dodge Center, 4-26: Winter wheat suf fered considerable damage from winter
killing. Small grain seeding finished,.-Much. is.up and -locking good« .

Fillmore Co.,, Harmony, 4-26: Sceding is finished in our section and corn ground is
being prepared., uost grain fields are already green and grass is coming on fine,
Small pig crop is about average. Weather through April was favorable to them,
Goodhue Co., Goodhue, 4-87: The winter wheat sceded last fall is substantially all
destroyed by winter kill on the prairie of Goodhue County. In the valley it is all
right ., .

liover Co,, LeRoy, 4-27: The rew sceding of clover winter killed — about 30 per cent
but the | tlnothy in it is coming good«

Wabasha Co,, Theilman, 4-28: The winter wheat looks awfully poor this year. All the
high spots aré bare — the same with clover, Some of the farmers are talkirg of plow—
ing up the wheat and putting in some other crop.

Wwinona Co., St, Charles, 4—26: Recent rain and warm weather has given the grain an
excellent start, .

-—-Roy Potas, Byron Peterson —FRoy A, Bodin
Agricultural Statisticians Agricultural Statistician in Charge
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MINNESOTA COOPERATIVE REFORTING SERVICE 949
531 State Office Bldg., St. Paul, Minn. May 4, 1948
TO OPERATORS OF EL,':'HATORS-, MILLS AND WAREHCUSES IN LINNESOTA: '

The summary which follows reflects the grain supply ‘situation for Mimes-—
ota as of April 1, 1948, together with certain data for the United States and other
States. This report has been made possible by the wholehearted cooperation of
fatmers, warehouse and mill operators in reporting their stocks to the Department.
Your cooperation is appreciated. The next quarterly report of grain stocks will be
on July 1, ' \

GRAIN STOCKS APRIL 1, 1948 WITH COMPARISONS

MINNESOTA: ' The total supply of major food and feed grains stored in all positions

in Minnesota on April 1, 1948, was about a fifth lower than on April 1,
1947, Crops with a decrease in stocks were corn, 28 percent; wheat , 15 percent,
and oats, 24 percent, while barley stocks were 9 percent larger and rye stoks,
though still small, increased 37 percent compared with a pear ago. Flaxseed stocks
on Minnesota farms April 1 were roughly one-fifth of the 1947 production,

Only 59.4 million tushé€ls of com were in storage in Minnesota on April 1
this year compared with 82,1 million on April 1, 1947. Practically all of the
current supply of 59 million bushels was stored on farms as only 2 million bushels
were in of f-farm positions. The farm supply of corn was down sbout one-fourth from
a year ago, while of f—farm supplies were even lower in comparison as stocks in that
position were only two-fifths as large as the April 1 supply of a year ago.

The supply of wheat in all positiohs was 17.6 'million bushels on April 1,
1948, compared with 20.6 million on April 1, 1947--a decrease of 3 million bushels
or 15 percent. Arout one-third of the April 1 supply of wheat was stored on farms

in both years.

'+ - Oats stocks of 61,7 million bushels on April 1, 1948, may be compared with
8ly44 million a year ago. Only 3 million bushels of the April 1 supply this jear was
in off-farm storage. :

Barley stocks of 20,0 million bushels on April 1, 1948, in all positions
compare with 18,3 million bashels in storage on April 1, 1947, Less than 30 percent
of the stocks were held on farms on April 1, this year, '

Rye stocks while less than average size, were larger than a year ago.
Total rye stocks were 1,7 million tushels on April 1 this year compared with 1.3
million a year ago. About 10 percent of the April 1 stocks or 172,000 tushels were
stored on farms. : 4 S

MINNE]SOTA GRAIN STOCKS ON APRIL 1, 1948, VITH COLPARISONS

oE : OF F=FARLS : ON FARNS : TOTAL
rop : . : Average R i :
S C1gar 1948 il Ve Ay L 1988 1o T 1948
. : -Thousand Bushels-+-

Corn 5,407 . " 2,126 " 90,550 76,711 57,278 82,118 = 59,404
Wiheat 14,110 11,628 9,670 6,499 5,984 ' 20,609 17,610
Dats 4,345 2,931 68,443 77,027 ° 58,800  @L,372 61,731
Barley =T XE 14,286 2/ 5,874 5,527 5,684 18,303 19,970
Rye e 15429 1,566 2/ - 246 84 172 1,263 1,738
Soybeans 1/ » 3,248 B/ 943 1,601 2,484 1/ 8,729

1/ Not available 2/ B year (1944-46) average, 5/ A4-year (1943-46) aver,




UNITED STATES: Nearly 478 million bushels of wheat remained in all storage x
positions on April 1, 1948 despite near-record disappearance since
Current wheat stocks are 55 percent larger than a year ago and:.44
percent larger than on April 1, 1945, They were exceeded by April 1 stocks in the

5 years, 1941 to 1945, but are larger than on any other April 1 since 1933. Rye
stocks of 8,2 million tushels in all positions on April 1, 1948 exceeded stocks on
April 1 of either of the two mreceding years., They were, however, less than one-

. half, one—fourth and one-sixth, respectively, of April 1 stocks in 1945, 1944, and
1943, Stocks of com and oats in all positions on April 1, 1948 were the smallest
in the & years of comparable record, Stocks of barley also were relatively small,
Disappearance of corn in the January-iiarch quarter was far below that in any of the
4 previous years, but for oats and barley was near the average of tlose 4 years,
Soybeans stored in all positions on April 1, 1948, amounted to about 88 million
tushels. These April 1 stocks are only sbout seven—eighths as large as a year
earlier and the smallest in the 6 years for which comparable data are available,
Flaxseed stored in all positions on April 1, 1948, was estimated at 18,478,000
bushels, compared with the revised estimate of 27,450,000 bushels on January 1., Of
the current total, 8,200,000 bushels were estimated as being on farms. Of the off-
farm stocks, 4 million bushels were commercial. stocks at teminals, as reported by
the Production and ilarketing Administration, and the remainder at' processing plants,
interior mills, elevators and warehouses, About 94 percent of the farm stocks were
in 3 States, liimnesota, North and Scuth Dakota. Of the off-farm stocks, about 69
percent were in iinnesota, 12} percent in North Dakota, with other holdings scatter-
ed across the country from New York to California,

GRAIN STOCKS APRIL 1, 1948, WITH COMPARISONS

last harvest.

Grain | Position | N A
Thousand Bushels

(On farms 1/ 198,481 139,851 427,620 - ' 256,533
(Commodity Credit Corp. 2/ 6,961 2,903 3,100 3,845

Wheat = (Terminals 3/ . 34,317 32,838 141,889 70,174 .
(lierchant Mills 1/ 4/ 55,899 71,957 111,730 73,565
(Int.Mills, Elev.&ihses, 1/ 5/ 36,477 61,000 112,279 73,476
TOTAL 332,135 308,549 796,618 477,593
(On farms 1/ 1,032,856 : 1,276,329 1,517,901 849,198
Corn (Terminals 3/ 23,608 | 37,387 13,218 9,293
(Int.iills, Elev.&Whses 1/ 5/ 34,658 44,382 35,968 30,442
TOTAL 5/1,091,126 1,358,098 1,567,087 888,953
§On farms 1/ 571,372 532 ,695 743,785 410,644
Oats Terminals 3 : 23,890 6,321 14,037 3,288
(Int .iills, Elev.&ihses 1/ 5/ 30,313 28,354 32,596 23,074
TOTAL 625,575 567,570 790,416 437,006
_ (On Farms 1 70,691 66,531 117,300 68,696
Barley (Term%?als 3/ - 11,300 14,108 26,581 15,756
(Int.lills, Elev.&lihses ;/ §/ 29,310 30,495 43,935 30,663
TOTAL 111,301 111,134 187,816 115,115
: (On farms 1/ .. 2,989 1,700 7,2C0 4,434
Rye (Terminals 3/ 35113 2,139 4,072 15521
(Int.Mills, Elev.&ihses 1/ 5/ 1,399 1,244 3,158 2,196
TOTAL 7,481 5,083 14,430 8,151
(On farms 1/ 25,672 75,475 50,749 32,547
8 beanS{Terminals_g/ : 12,666 13,669 13,294 7,613
g (Processing Plants 4/ 37,249 41,970 48,855 36,656
(Int.uills, Elev.&hses, 1/ 5/ 18,087 19,633 28,446 11,090
TOTAL 7797,699 100,767 T41,344 87,956

. 1/Estimdtes of the Crop Reporting Board. 2/0wned by C.C.Cs, Stored in thelr own steel
& wooden bins & in transit., 3/Commercial stocks reported by Grain Branch, P.M.A., &
40 terminal cities. 4/iiills Teporting to the Bureau of the Census, 5/All of f-farm
storages not otherwiSe designated for each grain. Q/Includes 4,000 Bu., corn held by
C.C.C. 7/Includes 25,000 bu. soybeans held by C.C.C,
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Stocks of corn, oats, barley and rye, shown below by States are for a}..l of f-
farm positions. Stocks in interior mills, elevators and warehouses, as estlz.ﬂz:ltaq
by the Crop Reporting Board of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, are combined
with commercial stoeks at terminals, as reported by the Grain Branch of the Produc-
tion and Marketing Administration, to obtain these State totals.

OFF-FARL 1/ STOCKS OF FEED GRAINS, APRIL 1, 1948, WITH COLPARISONS

— —— - e i

:Shelled & Far Corn : Oat s : Barley : Rye
Stabe 3 agup Y SRR Poled7iCises REGE Llmaer | 19e7 1968
i Thousand Bushel
N.Eng. 641 254 879 434 59 72 %* *
N.Y, 2,402 892 2,506, . 1,268 1,158 929 * %*
N.d. 575 130 173 178 * 102 2 #*
Pa, 2,960 720 583 445 £6 75 74 %
Ohio 2,873 2804 2,048 1,989 160 148 4 18
Ind, 4,135 3,017 879 657 13 54 129 37
I11 20,723 9,894 4,117 1,840 2,487 2,039 34l 158
Mich., 652 1,184 675 542 255 # 9 25
Wis. 2,293 623 763 .- .. 754 11,689 . 124812 63 94
liinh, 5,407 2,126 4,%45. 2,931 12,96 14,886 1,179 1,566
Towa 8,291 3,920 3,213 3,572 445  .5l2 5 20
lio,’ 6,348 2,543 15330 . 1,543 %* %* 35 68
N. Dak. 306 266 2,916 1,605 ;2,643 = 13800 70 362
S. Dak. 946 502 3,908, 1,231 1,597 655 72 268
Nebr, 6,749 3,041 933 799 327 272 49 135
Kans, 1,986 874 455 492 117 172 8 .38
Del, 118 132 15 26 1 1 1 2
hid 4,628 712 199 170 29 40 145 62
Va. 431 490 123 90 24 27 2 7
W. Va, 69 66 48 35 1 0 0 0
N. C. © 283 856 158 89 11 10 0 2
8+,.Cs 54 175 40 164 0 1 0 1
Ga. 156 420 66 120 2 5 0 0
Ky. 1,069 970 89 102 20 20 441 185
Tenn, 839 552 534 209 52 60 3 22
Ala. 141 443 48 21 0 . 0 0 0
Misse © 98 ‘80 ' 83 109 27 27 1 2
Ark, 66 63 40 41 1 8 0 0
La. 1,178 86 81 47 0 0 0 0
Okla. 823 291 260 344 25 29 0 3
Tex. . 2,894 820 705 569 98 88 1 X
lont, o 40 404 356 839 550 2 8
Idaho 26 22 540 591 564 627 0 3
Viyo. 20 11 51 54 38 6 0 1
Colo. 498 542 144 233 533 675 6 20
N. Mex, 8 15 7 13 11 12 1 1
Ariz. 17 15 12 10 - 206 83 0 0
Utah 91 22 36 54 132 479 0 0
Nev, 3 2 4 9 20 16 0 0
Wash, 306 146 G s 20 R - Gy i i 18
Oreg. 266 86 822 854 860 935 13 52
Calif, 612 401 660 483 . 4,285 5,187 2 9
Unallocated®  — — - s 01,332 0 1,184 723 529
Uy Sa 81,769 .« 39,935 ' 34,675 ' 26,362 44,603 46,419 3,383 3,719

1/ For positions covered, see preceding paragraph,
% Unallocated to avoid disclosing individual operations,
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STOCKS OF WHEAT, APRIL 1, 1948

: kerchant Mills : Off farm total 1/ : Total 2/ all positions
State : April- 1 ¢ April 1 s Aoril 1
- 2 LAY, 2 4948 s - S S e T T 1947 s 1948
; T housand B.us he 1ls

N. Eng. AN ¥ 156 151 _ 162 151
N. Y.~ 4,918 4,792 9,802 7,909 10,706 9,856
N. Jo * ¥* 156 545 4%5 939
Pa. 660 - 585 986 ' 2,231 4,570 16,913
Chio 4,334 4,443 5,704 7,275 + 19,653 14,139
Ind. 1,728 =~ 1,642 2,200 2,487 3,815 + 5,581
111, 3,606 2,465 4,827 4,760 5,698 6,471
Mich. 1,009 1,315 2,056 3,008 5,261 9,266
Wis, 3* 3 3,665 4,956 4,570 6,129
Minn, 7,906 5,002 14,110 11,626 20,609 17,610
Tova 1,324 1,346 1,901 2,169 2,335 2,692
o, 6,070 7,539 12,540 19,746 13,996 21,945
No, Dak. 923 1,095 16,023 10,945 53,775 66 4439
S. Dak. : 213 168 - 4,748 2,683 20,175 22,525
Nebr, 2,188 1,334 5,746 6,418 . 13,907 22,672
Kans, 11,690 = 14,650 23,395 52,022 36,174 115,096
Del. 23 25 34 35 83 133
id, 447 403 595 1,859 1,181 2,519
Va. 640 530 751 695 1,919 1,688
W. Va, 51 44 68 5% 404 547
N. C. 409 355 485 444 1,432 2,134
S¢ Ce 119 303 124 309 315 6
Ga. 50 30 89 68 256 404
Ky 1,024 1,900 1,169 2,341 1,335 2,600
Tenn, 910 842 1,100 1,126 1,868 73619
Ala, %* 3* 8l 102 o7 111
Miss, ¥* * 12 56 22 66
Ark, — — 15 8 44 71
La, - —_ 1,018 1,025 1,018 “ 14025
Okla. 3,300 3,635 5,197 15,861 8,286 25,287
Tex. 4,872 6,265 9,119 20,238 | 10,692 32,665
Mont, 1,576 1,634 755435 4,820 - 21,797 21,544
Idaho e, 1,051 b 3,991 7,544 7,785
Wyo. * 3* 185 < T 933 1,762
Colo. 1,465 1,559 2,268 4,947 6,347 3,214
N. Mex, 40 50 50 3175 195 1,223
Ariz, 61 89 95 111 123 146
Utah 975 1,110 .0 1,928 3,000 8,169 4,536
Nev, —_— —_— 45 29 127 121
Wash, 2,517 3,162 14,022 11,286 20,259. 16,142
Oreg. 1,303 1,685 6,775 3,917 8,768 5,646
Calif, 620 628 1,479 1,328 2,109 1,629
Unal locateds 4,055 1,889 2,903 3,845 2,903 3,845
U, S« L,985% | UWSio68 168,698 221,060 X8,549 477,593

#Unallocated to avoid di sclosing individual operations,

1/ Inclwes, in addition to stocks in Interior uills, Hlevators & ifarehouses &
lMerchant- kills, commercial stocks reported by Grain sranch, P.ii.A, at teminals,
and an estimate oi those owned by Commodity Credit Corporation which are in transit,
2/ Off-Farm total plus farm stocks,

—Roy Potas ' ~-Roy A, Bodin
Agricultural Statistician Agricultural Statistician in Charge
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MINNESOTA CROP RWPORT - MAY l; 1948

Farm work in Minnesota was advanced two to three weeks on ilay 1 this year
compared with a year ago, according to the State-Federal Crop and Livestock Report-
ing Service. Progress has been slow however, in extreme northern counties due to
wet soil conditions and cold weather., (onsiderable progress has been made since
“lay 1 in planting late maturing crops such as corn, soybeans, and potatoes in the
southern half of the State. Soil moisture conditions in general are considered to
be favorable although to date, growth of grains, hay and pasture has been slow be~
cause of the recent comparatively cool weather,

Uinter grains suffered severe winter and spring weather damagze., lMost of the
damage has been noted in the southeast quarter of the State where much of the win-
ter wheat crop is grown. Dry, cold, windy, weather during the first half of April
following a severe winter resulted in many thin stands. Ilany fields developed so
slowly and showed such poor stands that farmers have plowed them up to be reseceded
to other crops. Prospects for winter wheat are now for only 1,404,000 bushels - a
decrease of about one-third from the excellent early season outlook on April 1,
This may be compared with 1,970,000 bushels produced in 1947 and 2,992,000 bushels,
the 10-year (1937-46) averaze. It is now estimated that 28 percent of the acreagze
planted last fall has been winter killed, an unusually high percentage. Only 78,000
acres now remain for harvest in 1948 compared with 101,000 harvested in 1947 and
the 1937-46 average of 163,000 acres.

The rye crop also suffered damage during early April, especially in light
scil areas and where snow was largely melted by April 1, This crop is less subject
to winter weather damage than is winter wheat and it is grown largely in the north-
ern half of the State where damage was least severe this year. Production in 1948
is exnmected to exceed 1947 because of a sharp increase in acreage, The crop is es-
timated at 3,108,000 bushels based on 'fay 1 condition, compared with 2,460,000
bushels produced in 1947 and the average ecrop -of 4,180,000 bushels, Actual loss of
rye acreage has been small but many fields lack vitality and it is expected that
the yield per acre will be less than last year.

Egg production during Anril was slightly above April a year ago and is the
first time in eight months that vroduction is larger than in the corresponding
month a year ago, This is undoubtedly a temporary situation brought about by favor-
able weather conditions and a tendency of farmers to hold old hens over as producers
for next year rather than to buy young pullets for replacement. Reports from hatch-
ery operators and farmers show a drastic reduction of nearly one-third in the move-
ment of chicks to farms compared with last season. %gg production during Anril 1948
totaled 420 million eggs, compared with 418 million in April 1947 and the record
April production of 454 million in 1946. The reported rate of lay on 'fay 1 was the
highest for that date since records were started in 1925,

Milk production of 782 million pounds during April was 5 percent lower than in
April 1947 when 819 million pounds were produced, Production is, however, about 1
percent higher than the 10-year (1937-46) average for April. The reduction compared
with a year ago, is due entirely to the reduction in the number of milk cows being
kept on farms as the rate of production per cow is higher than a year agos

Pastures were yielding only a comparatively small amount of feed on ifay 1 as
growth was slow prior to that date even though well advanced over a year ago. Pros-
pects are that pastures will yield abundant feed as soon as weather warms to permit
growth, Another factor is that the supply of pasture feed per animal unit is like-

ly to be above normal because of the sharp decline in the total number of grass-con-
suming animals on farms,

Winter and spring weather damage has been reported to alfalfa and clover in
south central counties, but even so, tame hay prospects are above average for this
time of year. On lMay 1 condition of tame hay was reported at 86 percent of normal
comoar:d with 74 percent on llay 1, 1947 and the 10-year (1937-46) average of 81
percent.

Roy Potas, Azr'l, Statistician Roy A. Bodin, A-r'l, Statistician.
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Immediate Release June 2, 1948

FARM .JORL AKD CRCP PRCGR.ISS R.EPORT FOR MINN SS50TA--JUNE 1, 1948

Unusually dry weather during practically all of May in most areas of Minnesota
has resulted in a dry top soil condition which has slowed development of small grain,
hay, pastures and is causing uneven germination of portions of the late planted crcps
such as corn, soybeans, and flax, This information has just been received by the
State-Federal Crop and Livestock Heporting Service from its corp of Voluntery Crop
Reporters who report crop conditions for their own farms and for the locality in
which they live., The 1948 ciop season is, however, advanced two to three weeks in
comparison with the 1947 season when field work was very much retarded as a result of
wet soil cohditions. This year small grain seeding in zeneral wes completed at an
early date in all but extreme northern counties while plenting of corn and soybeans
was nearinc completion on June 1 in all important areas., The first crop of hay is
expected to be of short growth and pastures, while still yielding abundent feed in
most aress as of June 1, can be expected, with continued dry weather, to show a seri-
ous decline in condition very sovon as a result of the dry top soil condition, Some
areas, especially those having light soil, are in immediate need of rain to prevent
serious impairment of grein, hay and pasture prospects, and as an aid in serminating
the late seeded crops, Substantial rains at this time would be considered beneficial
to production prospects in nearly all areas of the otate, Tae lack of top soil mois-
ture is mostlynoticeable in the central third of the State,

_ The comments which follow were submitted on the date shown by Voluntary Crop and
Livestock Heporters living in the county and near the locality mentioned, These com=
ments tend to reflect the agricultural situation in different parts of the State,

MINNISOTA CROP AND LIVESTOCK REPORTERS' COi.INTS

NORTHERN SECTION:

Becker Co., Jetroit Lakes, 5-28: Hay crop looks light for lack of rainfall, uarly
grain still looks fair ‘but getting spotted on the lipht soil, some late seeding has
not germinated at present time,

Becker Co,, Osage, 5-30+ Alfalfa and clovers cre beginning to show the effects of drj
weather, Ve need rain very much for our pastures and hay.

Clay Co,, Moorhead, 5-30: No rain for about two wecks., Crops aren't suffering much
as yet,

Clay Co,, dale, 5-28: A&ll crops are up to scasonal average althouph rain is needed
now for continued good progress. 75 percent of corn is planted «<nd some is up. Hay
crop good, but in need of moisture,

Kittson Co,., Hallock, 5-27: Growing condition very good at present., flenty of mois-
ture,

Norman Co., Shelly, 5=31: It is getting too dry now, OSome of late seeded stuff is
very spotted as some has not sprouted yet, and will not.

Norman Co., Halstad, 5-28: Very dry weather is retarding crop =rowth, The heavy
Shower of two weeks ago made a hard crust making it hard for late seeded grain to get
through, -hence a thin stand.

Polk Co., Fosston, 5-28t The crops as of May 29 are in normal condition except late
seedings end tame hey such as clover and alfalfa. Te need moisture,

Polk Co., Jrskine, 5-27¢ Seeding of oats and flax almost finished this week., Other
planting done next week, Could use a lot more moisture on spring plowinc--too dry,
Roseau Co., Greenbush, 5-28: The condition and crops are good &s cin be expected and
it has plenty of moisture,

Cass Co., Pine River, 5-27: The weather is mostly cool and dry, Itshas been a nice
sprinz for planting. Crops are starting out fine,

CINTRAL S.CTICN:

Chippewa Co., liatson, 5-28: Ground is getting very dry, rain is needed soon.
Chippewa Co., Maynard, 5-30: Very dry no rain for over a month,

Douzlas Co., Alexandria, 5-29: The weather is very dry and some corn will not sprout
without rain,

Douglas Co,, Osakis, 5-28: Crops are sufferin- frem drought and the corn fields are
spotted,

Lac_Jui Parle Co., Jawson, 5-29: Corn is mostly planted, soybean planting is in full
swing., Lack of surface moisture causing much concern. Hay, pasture and small grains
beginning to show drought effects. Some corn and soybeans will not sprout until rain
comes,

Lac Qui Parle Co,, Marietta, 5-31: Crops are good at the present time, but soil is
very dry, and the soil being wet this spring leaves it very solid.

Fope Co,, Cyrus, 5-27: Getting dry. Some latc planted corn will sprout unevenly,
Grass not growing very fast nor grain because of dryness.

Traverse Co,, Wheaton, 5-29: Crops are in good condition, but rain will be needed
soon, Crops seeded on late worked ground may not germinate without rain,




Wilkin Co., Doran, 5-29: The top soil is very dry, we need rain but the crops look
good except rye. It looks very thin now. Corn is coming up good, some are still
planting.

Carver Co., Chaska, 5-29: .inter was hard on tame hay, and now it is very dry, very
few apples, poor for garden, suite a number of grasshoppers full grown.

Kandiyohi Co,, Fennock, 5-2%: It is zetting dry. All corn may not come up until it
rains, Grass is suffering, Grain is not hurt much yet, but is beginning to feel
the effects of the dry weather too.

Meeker Co,, Litchfield, 5-29: It is very dry. Grain crop is not as promisin-., Fas~
turcs at a standstill, but corn coming up well, Haying looks earlier than usual,
Keeker Jo,, Uassel, 5-29: lNeed rain., I have corn 5 inches high and in the next hill
the corn hasn't donc a thing. OSame as the dey planted,

Scott Co,, dlko, 5-29: .eather is vory dry, pastures are very poor, old alfalfa is
about a half-crop. New seedins of last year is good.

Sherburne, Zimmerman, 5-31: It is very dry now, It has hurt winter wheat and rye,
elso pasture and teme hay, Corn is o.k, yet,

Sharburne, trinceton, 5-29: Lack of moicture is damaring all crops. <ituation be-
comin~ serious., '
Stearns, belrose, 5-28t If we don't get rain within a week our small erain crop will
be damaced "uite a bit, Some corn is out and most of the corn needs rain before it
will come up. Mieadows already will only be a half crop, Fastures are poor, cous
will have to be fed before long, i

Wadena, Verndale, 5-28: It is very dry in this county,

wricht, Howard Lake, 5-27: Jrought is settins serious, no rains since middle of
April,

Chisago, North Eranch, 5-31: Cold and very dry, Cut worms bad on sandy soil, Peat
lands on fire. Crop outlook very poor,

Crow .ing, Fe uot Lakes, 5-30: Small 'rains and tane hay need rain,

Washincton, lkarine on St, Croix, 5-29: Soil getting dry not much damage done yet,

“e need rain soon, 4ll planting nearly done. A little corn left, small grains look-
ing good. Cool weather halps,

sashington Co., Lake ©lmo, 5-29: Rather dry just now. Pasture and hay need rain,
Corn doing fine, planting 9C percent completed,

SOUTHERN SHECTION:

Cottonwood Co., Jeffers, 5-29: Small grain off to a good start. Considerable spray-
ing for weed control in the grain, Corn mostly planted, but some of it is waiting

on moisture to germinate.

Lyon Co,, liarshall, 5-29: Corn good stand and quite a little already cultiveted, It
is nuite dry. Very little rain in kiay, '

Lycn Co., Lyad, 5-28¢ Drought conditions ere developing.

Lyc: Co,, Cottonwood, 5-29t Very dry, crops not suffering yet, but will soon if
dro.ghit continues, CGarden and strawberries are sufferins nov. 2
kurcry Oo., 5-291 Lack of moisturc needed for hay, pacture grein., Some corn in dry
j sprouting, Some sprouts driaed up,

Me2T 27y c1abess0, 5-30t Cwing to the cool nichts and dry weather, meadows and
réestures ere slow in rrowinec and need rain and warim weather badly. ‘Small crains,
corn and soybeans arc very good,

Blue arth Co., Good Thunder, 5-30: iastures badly in need of rain as well as other
crops., Crops cre better than average for this time of the year,

Feribsult Co., Amboy, 5=29¢ Some corn fields have 30 to 4O percent corn and soybeans
are laying in dry soil. 1t loois like a very unsven crop, e arec very dry especial-
ly on sprins plowing,

Frecborn Co., .ells, 5-261 &ll hay will be short unless we ret rain, OSmall rrain
will be short also if we do not set rain Lefore long,

LeSueur Co,, LeCenter, 5-28: Corn mostly plented. Very poor stand due to insuffi- -
cient moisture, Small :rain suffering from lack of rain also. ye end winter wheat
poor due tc a hard winter,

Steels Co., Qwatonna, 6-1t Could use some rain but lots of moisture a few inches be-
low the surface.

Steele Co., Owatonna, 5-29: No rain since llay 9, ground is’'cracking, lawns drying,
scme hills of corn are in dry soil and not srowing, Some spring planted fields are
so dry the corn is not sprouted., Some alfalfa and clover winter-killed,

Dodge Co., Jodge Center, 5-29: Corn is in and most of the beans. Never saw crop
look better, getting dry novi, however, about 10 percent of corn is too drr to sprout
but fields are in fine shape,

Goodhue Co,, Denniscn, 5-30: All crops need rain, Late corn is sprouting unovenly,
Goodhue Co., Goodhue, 5-29: lie need rain very badly, cspecially for grass and new
seeding of grass and late planted corn.

Goodhue Co,, Zumbrota, 5-30: Need rain, Hay and pastures on standstill, Small
crains not suffering yet, planted corn needs rain for all to sprout as some¢ is always
in dry ground, X

Wabasha Co., Mazeppa, 5-28: The crops in ~eneral are looking good, Dry weather the
last two wecks has turncd some oats ficlds yellow, Hay ficlds are spotty,-corn is
coming up., R

--Roy Potas, Byron Peterson --Roy 4. Bodin
agricultural Statistjcians Arricultural St tistician in Charge
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JUVE 1, 1948

Small grain prosvects in Minnesota were good on June 1 even though many
areas of the State were in need of moisture and, to a serious degree, in east
central counties of the State, according to the State-Federal Crop and Livestock
Reporting Service., Since June 1 substantial rains have given at least temporary
relief to all dry areas except local areas in a narrow belt of east central
counties., Most in need of rain at this date are some localities in the triangular
area bounded by St. Paul, !linneapolis, Pine City and illmar, .

Grain crops in most areas developed a sturdy root structure and moderate
top growth during ‘fay when the top soil moisture supply was less than normal. The
recent rains together with higher temperatures have resulted in rapid development
in all areas where the dry top soil condition has been corrected. The rains have
also been helpful in aiding germination of some of the late planted crops such as
corn and soybeans. They have also revived pastures which were suffering from lack
of moisture and improved the prospects for the second cutting of hay.

The alread: poor winter grain prospects suffered further damage during ay
with the result that yield per acre prospects declined 3 bushels for winter wheat
and 2 bushels for rye since ilay 1, Averase weather conditions after June 1 are
exnected to result in the production of only 1,170,000 bushels of winter wheat in
1943 compared with 1,970,000 in 1947 and 2,992,000 bushels, the 10-year (1937-46)
averaze production, It is estimted that 28 percent of the winter wheat acreage
seeded last fall has been abamdoned because of weather damage to stands during the
winter and spring. The acreage remaining for harvest of 78,000 acres is estimated
to be the smallest since 1919. The 1943 rye crop is expected to be larger than in
1947 even though yield ver acre prospects are 2 bushels lower., Farmers increased
the acreage planted to rye materially last fall, mest of which is intended for
harvest as grain, June 1 conditions pointed to a rye crop of 2,664,000 bushels,
compared with the 1947 crop of 2,460,000 bushels and 4,180,000, the 1lO-year (1937~
L6) average.

Spring wheat prospects on June 1 indicated a crop for 1948 of about the same
size as last year or 18,626,000 bushels, compared with 18,663,000 in 1947 and the
10-year (1937-46) averaze of 22,517,000 bushels. Oat production is expected to be
substantially more than in 1947 with June 1 prospects indicating a crop of 191,412,-
000 bushels, compared with 163,332,000 in 1947 vhen the crop was only slightly be-
low average size, Both the acreage harvested and the yield per acre are expe cted
to be larger than in 1947. Barley prospects were also good on June 1 as most of
the acreaze is gravn in the areas where growing conditions have been, in general,
favorable so far this season. Based on farmers' declared intentions to plant
early in the season and the June 1 condition of the crop, it is exwe cted that
barley production will total 30,492,000 bushels in 1943 cempared with 25,833,000
in 1947 and the average of 37,922,000 bushels. %ven though the barley acreage has
been increased during the rast few seasons it still remains well below the 1937-46
averase, Information to reveal actual acreage of crops planted for harvest in
1948 is now being collected and will be published as part of the July 1 report to
be issued on July 9.
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Hay crops developed slowly during Mayr in most areas, but particularly in
the central section of the State where soil conditions became extremely dry after
mid-fay, Alfalfa and clover stamis in the southeast quarter of the State had
suffered damage during the winter and the dry, cold weather slowed recovery with
the result that the tonnage is expected to be low, Wven so, the condition of the
hay crop = 79 perceat of normal at the State level - was only 2 points below the
10-year (1937-46) averaze of 81 percent for June 1. First cutting of hay ia the
1948 season was reported in south central counties in the last week of lfay.
Pasture condition dropped sharply near the end of "fay to 80 percent of normal
This, however, is about average for Jure 1 as the 1lO-year (1937-46) average is 82
percent for that date. 5 '

The seasonal increase in milk production which occurs every year between

April and ifay was only 12 percent this year compared with the average of 19 per-
cent for the 10-year (1937-46) average, Poor pasture development in the dry areas
of the State and a general decrease in the number of milk cows on farms are impor-
tant factors in this comparison. The production of 874 million pounds of milk in
‘tay 1943 compares with 896 million in May 1947 and the peak )fay production in liay
1941 of 1,008 million pounds., The 10-year (1937-46) average nroduction for May is
920 million pourds. 'lilk cow numbers are showing only a moderate decline in the
important dairy counties althoush for the State the decline averages 7 percent.

Tgg production of 422 million eggs during *fay on Minnesota farms is nearly
equal to the 424 million eggs produced during ‘lay 1947 and compares with the 10-
year (1937-46) average of 334 million ezgs, Vhile the nuuber of hens is on the
decline, their number is still substantially hisher than average, The rate of

lay per hen reported for 'fay was the highest for any year since records were start-

ed in 1925, :

Roy Potas Byron Peterson Roy A. Bodin, Azr'l, Statisticians.
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HATCHERY PRODUCTION OF CHICKS AND TURKEY POULTS ~ MAY, 1948

In iiinnesota May production of chicks produced by commercial hatcheries
was a fifth lower than in the same month a year ago, according to the State-Federal
Crop and Livestock Rerorting Service, Although demand for late hatched chicks
improved somewhat, total production for the season to June 1 is only 72 percent of
the same period in 1947. High feed prices relative to prices received for poultry
and eggs is the most important reason for the decrease in chick production in 1948,
This is illustrated by the fact that one dozen eggs on iiay 15 had a value egual to
only 8.8 pounds of poultry feed. At this same time in 1947 the equivalent value
stood at 10,7 pounds while the 5 yr. 1942-1946 iiay 1Y average is 12.4.

In iiinnesota production of turkey poults is shar>ly lower than in 1947,
For the first five months of the season 1948 poult production is indicated to be
only 58 percent of the same period a year ago.

For the United States the number of chicks produced by commercial hatch—
eries during way was 12 percent less than the number produced during uay last year.
The demand for chicks for broiler production was very strong, but the demand for
the chicks for flock replacement continued to be under that of last year, particular-
ly in the widdle western States.

Output of chicks for the first 5 months of this year decreased compared
with the same period a year ago. Orders for chicks for broiler production are above
those of last year and prospects are that hatchery output may remain about the same
as that of last year during the next few months, The number of eggs in incubators
on June 1 was about the same as the number in incubators on June 1 a year ago.

The main season for producing chicks for general farm flock replacement is about
over for most hatcheries and chick production for the rest of the year will be con-
fined mostly to broiler chicks.

The demand for turkey poults was very strong during liay. Iiost of the
hatcheries producing poults will produce as many poults during June as the hatching
egg supply will permit, Hatcheries reporting on turkey operations showed that they
had 82 percent more turkey eggs in incubators on June 1 that they had in incubators
on the same date last year. These same hatcheries reported 14 percent fewer turkey
poults produced during May than were produced during May last year, Reports from
turkey hatcheries during March, April and kay this year indicate that the output of
poults during the se months has been about 18 percent less than the number produced
during March, April and liay last year.

Byron Peterson, Roy Potas Roy A, 3Bodin
Agricultural Statisticians Agricultural Statistician in Charge
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PI% CROP RTPORT FOR J(INMTSOTA = JUNT 1, 1948

The 1948 spring crop of pigs in }Minnesota is 8 percent smaller than the 1947
spring crop and is 12 percent less than the 10-year (1927-46) averaze, according to
the State-Federal Cron and Livesteck Reporting Service, It had been anticipated
from breeding intentions reported on December 1, 1947 that the crop would be smaller
but the reduction exceeds expectations by 3 percent. Minnesota farmers saved 3,880,-
000 pigs during the spring farrowing period for 1943 compared with 4,213,000 in 1947
and the 1937-46 average of 4,390,000, Pigs born between December 1 and June 1 are
classified as spring pigs, while those born between June 1 and December 1 are called
fall pigs. These periods are used for they are best suited to divide the crop be-
tween spring and fall at the National level.

The number of sows farrowing spring pigs in 1948 is estimated at 611,000 head.
This nunber compares with 694,000 in 1947 and the average of 698,000 for the 10-year
(1937-46) period, The reduction in sows farrowed compared with last year is 12 per-
cent and contrasts with the intended reduction of only 9 percent reported last fall.
Favorable weather at farrowing time resulted in larger-than-average sized litters
this year., The comparison is 6.35 pigs per spring litter in 1948, only 6.07 in 1947
and 6,30, the 10-year (1937-46) average,

The pig crop for 1948, spring and fall combined, will total 5,150,000 head if
farmers carry out present breeding intentions for fall farrow and are able to save
an average number of pigs per litter, A crop of this size would be 6 percent smsll-
er than the 1947 crop of 5,507,000 pigs and is the smallest crop produced since 193&,
A record crop of 8,373,000 pigs was produced in 1943,

Producers are planning to carry the tendency to reduce hog production into the
fall season, A planned reduction of 4 percent is reported in the numker of sows to
be kept for fall farrow in 1948, If plans are carried out, this will place the num-
ber of sows for fall farrow at 201,000 compared with 209,000 in 1947 and the 10=-year
(L527-46) average of 246,000, Uncertain feed prcduction prospects, high cash prices
for zrain offered for sale and low hog prices, especially for heavy hozs, in rela-
ticn to the value of feeds, purchased or home grown, used in hog production are im-
portant factors which caused farmers to plan further cuts in production. Recent
rains which have increased, materially, changes for the production of a large volume
of {eced crains came too late to effect plans for fall farrow, but may be a factor
wiich will influence plans for farrow in the spring of 1949.

Spring farrow in 1943 followed the same pattern as in 1947 with only 1 percent
of the sows farrowing in December and January, 3 percent in February, 22 percent in
March, 4/ nercent in April and 30 percent in !fay. TFaraers rzsorted 7 nercent fewer
hoge over 6 months old on their farms on June 1 this year than they had on the same

date a yeal ago.

The information contained in this report is largzely the result of a survey
made on sune 1 in cooperation with the Post Office Denartment whersby 16,000 lMinne-
sota furmers were invited to cooperate by supplying information in rezard to live-
suvock production on their own farms,

Roy Potas, Asr'l. Statistician Roy A. Bodin, Asr'l, Statistician.
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FARM WORK AND CROP PROGRESS REPORT FOR MINNESOTA - JULY 1, 1948

The general rains received throughout Minnesota during the last two weeks
of June have been very beneficial to crop prospects even though they came too late
in some areas to offset earlier drouth damage and in others resulted in hail and
flood damage to growing crops and serious loss of quality in hay being harvested
during that period. 7'his is the information conveyed to the State-Federal Crop and
Livestock Reporting Service by its voluntary crop and livestock reporters as of
July 1. The 1948 crop season is advanced two to three weeks in comparison with last
year with greatest advancement noted in the southern third of the State where much
of the corn has passed the goal of knee high by the Fourth of July. Corn and soy-—
bean stands are uneven because of poor germination in areas where dry top soil
cébndition existed prior to mid-June. Farmers have found it difficult to cure the
first crop of hay because of rainy weather, the result being much poor quality hay
and in some instances, complete loss of the portion cut, Very wet conditions are
reported from soutlwestern counties and in some northern areas where wet fields have
hindered the use of weed spraying equipment. Pastures and second crop hay prospects
have improved greatly in the last ten days while conditions are now favorable for
continued rapid development of corn, soybeans and other late maturing crops.
Quantitative cstimates relating to acres for harvest and prospective production in
1948 for each crop will be published on July 9th.

MINNESOTA CROP AND LIVESTOCK REPORTERS' COMMENTS

NORTHERN SECTION:

Becker Co., Ulen, 6—28: The good rains and cool weather have changed outlook for
grein and hay for the better. Pastures have shown great improvément. Corn has been
standing still and getting weedy.

Clay Co., Hawley, 6-28: Have had rain the last two wecks but most of small grain is
short and thin, First cutting of alfalfa is very poor. Com is looking good.
Pastures are improving since the rain.

Kittson Co., Kennedy, 6-30: During the first part of June, rain was needed very
badly and the middle of June rains came which released the drouth and greatly im-
proved the crops so the outlook to date is fair if the weather doesn't get too hot
from now on. '

Norman Co., Halstad, 6-28: Due to drouth conditions that existed during most of May
and June, ficlds are thinner than normal. This past week a good rain has fallen
over most of the valley so potatoes, corn and late seeded grains should make goed
growth.

Red Lake Co., Oklee, 6-28: The weather conditions for June were very dry up to June
21 and c crops are hard hit. Hay and pasture were very poor, Conditions are more
favorable now., Crops will be late.

Beltrami Co., Solway, 6-28: Grain crops are seriously damaged by insuffiecient
moisture. Oats are headed with small heads and about six inches high, Hay and
pasture arc also affected and the yicld is about half a ton per acre.

CLass Co., Motley, 6-30: Crops of all kinds do not promise more than half a crop at
this time on account of dry weather., The last few days we have had good showers.
Itasca Co., Deer River, 6-30: Dry weather in May and first half of June hurt all
crops, Oats and barley headed out - about 8 inches tall, Plenty of moisture now

to start second crop of hay but there will still be a shortage here,

Lake of the Woods Co., Baudette, 6-29: Very dry through May to June 20th. Hay crop
very short, wheat and oats and barley fair, Flax and potatoes look very good. The
alsike seed crop will be almost a total failure.

CENTRAL SECTION:

Chippewa Co,, Appleton, 6-25: All crops are doing fine after the rain, The flax is

very thin and some is too short to cut with the binder so it will be plowed down and

iQdder corn planted in its place, Cultivating is about done for the second and third
imes,

Douglas Co., Alexandria, 6-30: The weather has been very dry about the middle of

June which hurt the crops some but now the moisture is ample,

Grant Co., Barrett, 6-30: The week of the 15th we had 1 3/4 inches of rain and the

week of the 20th to 26th heavy rains, Small grain made good comeback but corn is
short and spotted due to some corn sprouting before and other after the rains, Hay

crop is short with a lot of alfalfa burned last week due to spoilage in rain,

Lac qui Parle Co., Madison 6-28: Corn very spotted due to dry weather, Considerable

damage done by hail June 25th., Estimate 50 percent on 500 acres in this township.

Apple crop very poor. lany trees with no apples’at all,

Pope Co., Glenwood, 6-28: We are all wearing a smile after a week of nice rain,

Crops have picked up a lot and second crop of alfalfa is about 8 inches high.,

Pastures are picking up.

Swift Co., Kerkhoven, 6-25: We suffered very much from the dry weather but we have

Ead fl:nty of rain now. However, the small grain will never come back - the rain was
00 late,




Wilkin Co., Doran, 6-30: There has been plenty of rain the last two weeks with cool
weather, Most crops look excellent.

Yellow Medicine Co., Hazel Run, 6-28: Sorry to report what promised to be a fair
crop after receiving ample moisture was destroyed by hail June 25th, Unusual for
this community. On many farms the destruction was entirely total. On this farm,
wheat and oats is very close to a total loss, Again too much rain. Low places in
fields are filled with water, Field work is at a standstill.

Yellow Medicine Co,, Canby, 6-26: Weather conditions perfect. Grain coming fine.
Corn knee high the Fourth. Plenty of moisture, :

Carver Co., Watertown, 6-24: The rains will help the second crop of alfalfa and
pasture, It was a little too late for the-oats for it is very short. It may help
the corn to fill out a little. Late plantings of corn are coming now after the rain,
Kandiyohi Co., Pennock, 6—29: Drouth broken June 17. All grains very uneven, Some
oats 15 bushels per acre or less,y Corn also very spotty. Some fields of early
planted corn are way ahcad of average years., Some late planted fields apparently
worthless., Upwards of 20 percent of corn planted did not come up until after the
rain.

Renville Co., Granite Falls, 6-28: Our recent rains have performed miracles in
turning an almost total loss in small grains to a prospect of a very good crop. I
would never have believed that straw would grow that much after heading if I md not
seen it,

Sherburne Co., Zimmerman, 6-29: We have plenty of moisture now. All late oats
should turn out good. Oats that headed out in the drouth will not be very good.
Pastures and second crop of hay are doing good.

Stearns Co., Paynesville, 6-28: It is very hard to report on corn. We have some
planted May 5th and 6th that is very good and some planted the 20th of May that is
Just coming up.

Wright Co., Albertville, 6-87: Ten days ago we received the first rain since plant-
ing time. Corn is good in this locality. Pastures, tame hay were dried up. Every-
thing is greening up.

Isanti Co., Stanchfield, 6-30: Crops suffered pretty much during the dry spcll but
the rains have pushed them ahead very fast in the last two weeks. The apple trees
did not bloom at all this year,

SOUTHERN SECTION: '

Cottonwood Co., Mt. Lake, 7-1: Had a bad hail storm last week 5 miles south of us,
Tt was two to three mlles wide in places and around 100 miles long. Crops look very
good at this time and plenty of moisture but much hay has been laying wet for too
long. Not much value,

Jackson Co., Windom, 7-1l: We have had two many showers in the last two weeks for
haying and othor field work but not too much moisture. Oats are mostly knee- high

to waist high. Most corn is knee high and bigger,

Lyon Co., Lynd, 6-28: Here crops are looking good. Haying is slow on account of two
weeks steady rain, Corn is getting weedy in some spring plowed fields.

Murray Co., Slaytoa, 7-1l: Large amounts of tame hay and alfalfa Spailed by last two
weeks of wet weather,

Pipestone Co., Pipestone, 6-29: Corn needs plowing. Rain all ‘the time, Lots of
alfalfa hay has been cut two weeks ago and is still there.

Redwood Co., Walnut Grove, 6-29: No excessive rains, no storms or hail, Very favor—
able rains the past two weeks. Great improvement in crops. Grain all headed. Corn
prospects exceptionally good.

Rock Co., Luverne, 6-28: Too much rain for crops. Not enough sunshine. Retards
growing of corn and grain is lodging. Also delays cultivating and lots of hay being
spoiled.

Brown Co., Hanska, 6-28: .Corn in this locality is probably three wecks ahead of last
year and the drouth did not scem to hurt it except for some of it that fai led to ger-
minate but it has started to grow now,

Faribault Co., Amboy, 6-29: Early dry spell caused much uneven corn and soybeans for
those who planted shallow but with ideal growing weether it is evening up. Bumper
crops are certainly looming up.,

Freeborn Co., Emmons, 6-25: Oats look like a bumper crop with rain and favorable
weather so far, Corn is also very good and is more than knee high now,

LeSueur Co., LeCenter, 6-30: Small grain spotty due to dry weather after seeding.
The same is true for corn and flax, Sufficient moisture in ground at present.,

Steele Co., Blooming Prairie, 6-30: The crops as of today look very good in this
section, Reccived rain every day for last three wecks. ‘Very little hay made and it
is too wet to cultivate corn. Lost of small grain is 100 percent of normal and is all
headed out now,

Dodge Co., Hayfield, 6-28: Crops are looking very good. Rain came late but did a
lot of good. Haying delayed because of many wet days.

Goodhue Co., Kenyon, 6-30: Rainfall the middle of June was highly beneficial to crops.
There are chances now of normal yield of all grains, Corn is more than normal.
Winona Co,, St. Charles, 6-25: Recent showers have brought corn and pasture con-
ditions back to normal., ALL grain crops look excellent at this time,

Winona Co., Lewiston, 6-28: All crops are real good, Corn and grain are the best I
ever saw it this time of the year.

Roy A. Bodin, Roy Potas, Agricultural Statisticians
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CRCP AND LIVISTCCK RTPORT FOR HINN ISCTA
JULY 1, 1948

Crop production in kinnesota during the 1948 crop scason is expe?ted to be 7
percent larger than in 1947 and to be almost equal the averase production f9r the
10-years, 1937-46, according to the State-Federal Crop and Livestock Reporting Ser-
vice, This forecast of production is based upon information collected from firmers
in regard to actual acres planted to various crops this year, crop prosress up to
July 1 and an assumption of averape weather conditions for the balance of the season,
4 record crop of flaxseed and above-average crops of corn, oats, and soybeasns are in
prospect, Per acre yield expectations are e ial to or better than in 1947 except for
winter grains and hay.

The grain crops were nearing maturity in the southern half of the State on
July 1, but were just heading in the northern third. & considersble acreage of
winter grains, oats and barley will be cut during the first two weeks of July. Corn,
oats, and barley production, combined, is expected to be nearly a fourth larger than
in 1947 and a sixth more than average. July 1 prospects indicate a total tonnage of
these feed grains of well over 103 million tons compared with slightly over &1 mil-
lion in 1947 and the 10-year (1937-146) average of 9-1/5 million tons, Corn is ex-
pected to represent 63 percent of the feed tonnage, oats about 29 percent and berley
8 percent, OCil seed crop production--flax and soybeans--may excced last year's large
production because of good progress by both crops to July 1, 4 sharp increase in
flax acreage offsets the effect of a decrease in acreage planted to soybeans. Fotato
production in 1948 is expected to be less than in 1947 even though July prospects in-
dicated a record yield per acres A smaller acreage of hay and below-average yield
per acre prospects are expected to result in the smallest tonnare of hay since the
severe drought year of 1936,

Crops suffered severely from drought in a large zrea of central Ninnssota dur-
ing liay and the first two wecks of June, Generous rains and favorable weather, how=-
ever, in the last half of June resulted in remarkable recovery except on lisht soils.
The drought lowered hay prospects on a larze acreage and pastures were yieldinc only
a moderate quantity of feed on July 1, Thin stands, which resulted from dry top soil
condition at planting time, are noticeable in late planted srain fields, corn and soy-
beans, This applies particularly to central counties, Total crop prospects are es-
pecially promisinc in the southern third of the State, poor to cood in the central
third, while the northern third has ~ood prospects although showins considerable vari-
¢tion 25 soil conditions have ranced from very wet to very dry, Weather this season
has included an unusual number of hail storms, but in most instances damage has been
locealized.,

Imrortant chances in acres for harvest in 1942 compared with 1947 are as fol-
lows: corn, down 3 percent; other spring wheat, down 1l percent; durum wheat, up
15 percent: winter wheat, down 23 percent; oats, up 6 percent; barley, up 24 percent;
soybeans plented for all purposes, down 15 percent; flaxsced for harvest, up 17 per-
cent; potatoes, down 9 percent; rys, up 60 percent, and hay, down 7 percent,

An early planting season followed by favorable growing weather in most of the
important crowing areas has given the State prospects for a record per acre yield of
corn as of July 1 and production of 238,619,000 bushels, A crop of this size would
be about 48 million bushels or 25 percent more than the 1947 crop and the third lar=-
gest of record. It would exceed the 1937-46 averaze by 38 million bushels or 1§ per-
cent, Jevelopment of the 1948 crop is advanced 2 to 3 weeks over a year ago and
prospects are now excellent that the crop will cscape the frost hazard which has
plagued the crop in recent years. THis prospect has been naterially increased since
July 1 by the hot weather during the [irst 10 days of the month. 4 considerable acre=-

?gf Was nearing the tesselling stage on the first and much will be in full tassel by
uly 15,

The ocat crop is expected to total 192,360,000 bushels, 29 million or 18 percent
more than the 1947 ciop. Acreage for harvest is 6 percent lerger ond yield per acre
propsects are considerably better than averace. 4 strong increase in barley acreage
together with somewhat better-tlhian-average yield prospect is expected to result in
a crop of 33,852,000 bushels, the largest since 1542 when 50,327,000 bushels were
produced, :

Farmers excecded their intentions to plant flax and as a result the acrease for
harvest is the largest of record at 1,606,000 ac:es. Yicld per acre prospscts are as
good as last year when 1l buchels were obtained, The crop is estimated at a record
17,666,000 bushels compzred with 15,103,000 in 1947 and the 1O0-ycar (1937-46) average
of 10,950,000 bushels,
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Winter grain prospects improved slightly after the rains in“mid-June but the
yicld per acre of both winter wheat and rye is expected to be below averarce, Produc=-
tion of rye, estimated at 3,406,000 bushels, will show, however, a lerge Increase
over last year because of a 60 percent increase in acreage for harvest, -
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Hay prospects suffered heavily in early Junc from severe droucht, Production

is estinated et oaly 4,846,000 tons, 15 percent luss than in 1947 and 26 percent be-

low the 1937-46 averapge. ~Pastures were comparatively poor on July 1, particularly

in cast centrel counties as condition was only 75 percent of normal compared with 92

percent on July 1, 1947 and the 10-year (1937-L6) July 1 averagc of §9 percent,

The farm supply of corn, 28,639,000 bushels on July 1, 1948 compares with
39,339,000 on July 1, 1947, a decreasc of 27 percent and, cxcept for 1946, is the
smallest July supply since 1937, Oat stocks on ferms are algo down sharply compared
with a year ago as stocks were estimated at 2/,500,000 bushels on July 1, 1948 com=
pared with 35,551,000 on July 1, 1947, a decrease of 31 percent. Vheat stocks on
farms, in contrast, were up 31 percent over lust year at 2,476,000 bushels and were
the largest July 1 stocks in four years, 3

Lgr production during June 1946 is estimeted at 356 million eggs, 4 percent
lower than in June 1947 but 28 percent hirher than the 10-year (1937-46) average for
June of 280 million., The rate of lay in June was the sccond highest of rzcord for
June, being exceeded only in 1947. The number of layers on farms-declined L percent
compared with a year ago and is 9 percent lower than the peak of 22,604,000 hens
reached in June 1946, but is still more than 20 percent higher than averase, 1937-46,

lilk production declincd to only 869 million pounds in June, a decrease of 7
percent from June 1947 when 937 million pounds were produced in June and & percent
from the 10~ycar (1937-46) average of 944 million pouncs. Poor pasturage, because
of drouth up to mid-Junc in a large arca of the Gtate and a decrease of 7 percent in
the number of milk cows on farms are the factors causing the decrcase compared with
a yecar ago. Ililk cow numbers have been declining stcadily since 1944 and are now the
smallest since the late 20's.

Production prospects for 1948 in comparison with the 10-ysar (1937-46) average
are as follows:

— e e e L e B T
B e e T S —

i Indicated
Average : Harvest: 1937-46: cated : 1937-46 ¢ 1948

et
W]
2!
@l
4]
o
(9]
oL
=
(o]
L1
=
[41]
=
‘_1
B
e
1
=
<
(0]
]
wm
m
6]

M INNESOTA

______________ RN Sl e e e P L Lo RS AR e S
(000 scres) (Eushels) " (000 bushels)
Corn L,573 5,077 LO.5 L7.0 201,234, 238,619
Winter Wheat 163 78 18,5 16,0 2,952 1,248
Durum Vheat 63 62 16,9 175 1,025 1,085
Other Spring Vheat 1,294 902 16.9 18.0 21,492 16,236
Oats Lghgat e 4809 36,9 40,0 164,029 192,360
Barley 1,43, 1,209 26,2 2.0 3952 - 35,asp
Rye 290 262 130 130 4,180 3,406
Flaxsced 1,107 1,606 9.8 11.0." 30,950 = 17,666
Soybeans 1/ 315 843
rotatoes 207 110 9L 125 19, 534 134750
Hay, 411 (Tons) Ly ubR 3,728 1.48 1.30 6,576 4,86
1/Soybeans planted for all purposes.
Roy Potas Roy A. Bodin

agricultural Statistician Arricultural Statistician
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Immediate Release July 26, 1948
HONEY REPORT =- JULY 1, 1948

MINITS0TA: The number of coclonies of bees in liinnesota this vear is estimated

- at 290,000 or 3 percent below the 299,000 in 1947. This marks the
first year of decrease following a period of eizht successive years of increases,
The decrease was due mainly to heavy losses during the past winter and with the low
prices and lack of demand for honey, there was not the usual incentive to make re-
placements, Winter loss of colonies was about 29 percent compared with 26, percent
during the winter of 1946-1947.

Nectar plants appear to be in generally good condition. Dry weather, especial-
ly in central counties, delayed plant growth but rains late in June improved the con-
dition of the plants in all areas.

UNITED STATES: A total of 5,718,000 colonies of bees were on hand July 1 based
on reports from about 4,500 beckeepers covering farm owned and
non-farm owned bees, This number is 3 percent below the number on hand a year ago
and merks the first year of decrease following a period of 4 successive years of in-
creases,

The number of bee colonies decreased in all regions of the country except in
the South Atlantic States where an increase of 5 percaent occurred, Decreases were
12 percent in the East North Central, 5 percent in the North Atlantic,. 4 percent in
the West, and 3 percent in the Vlest North Central States, Colony numbers in the
South Central region were only slightly below last year.,

New -spring colonies totaled:1,144,000--20 percent of the number of colonies on
hand July 1, Last year new sprirg colonies made up 19 percent and in 1946, 23 per~
cent of the total, About 29 percent of the new colonies were obtained from package
bees,

Winter loss of colonies was about 20 percent, which compares with 15 percent
during the winter of 1946-47. Losses in the North atlantic, East North Central, and
West North Central areas were particularly heavy. The causes of losses as reported
were: cstarvation, 25 percent; winter killing, 23 percent; queenless, 13 percentj
spray poisoning, 4 percentj insects, 3 percent; foul brood, 3 percent; dysentery, 2
percent: wet weather, 2 percent; rodents, 1 percent and other or unknown causes, 15
percent. These losses are for winter and spring and do not cover losses during the
honey-producing season.

The condition of colonies about July 1 was reported at 86 percent, compared
with 85 percent a year ago. July 1 condition of nectar plants was 79 percent, about
the same as ldst year. Conditions vary considerably in the large commercial States,
Nectar plants are in good condition in Minnesota, Ohio, Illinois, and kichigan, In
Iowa and Wisconsin nectar plant condition is improving after a late start, Clover is
not yielding well in New York, and the condition of basswood is spotty. Clover bloom
in Pennsylvania is very good., Nectar plant condition in Florida is better than a
year ago. Condition of nectar plants in lMissouri is below a year ago, but recent
rains should bring improvement, In Nebraska, sweet clover and alfelfa are in poor
condition because of drought., FPlant conditions in California are improving after a
slow start, but present prospects are for another low production year,
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Colonies of Bees . 1 Colonies : : Condition : Condition

State: =Y ou8 ¢ Lost ; New C of : of Nectar
L . as a L4 T3 - 1 - 3 .
and f g7 1/ F 19,8 2/ %/ : Viinter & : Spring : Colonies : Plants

Div of 1947 : Spring of : Colonies :_ July 1 _: July 1

oA SRR SRR T g e :_19gz-19gu s L I9EE & : 1947 11948 :1947: 1548
Thousands Percent Percent of Normal

Mo ho e o 20 G380 ] i B8 an B8 ot B NP S I IR ]
Ohio 473 321 3 34 19 g 88 G 86
ind, 198 172 87 33 21 o 86 36 &9
BRX 232 216 93 21 22 86 89 77 2
Mich, 201, 173 85 36 25 82 87 72 89
Wikl o8 S omaes ~ Wi AT 2 _ Syl o, 80 85 sl T
Bl e LS e e 21__ Bh_ & _ 5 _ 8
Minn, 299 290 97 29 36 By < 8 e
Towa 251 246 98 30 34 82 &9 85 s
Mo, 209 203 o7 2l 23 a7 83 5 80
N,Dak., 23 21 91 49 40 c1 87 77 90
S, Dak, 18 17 9L 58 56 €2 £9 30 5
Nebr. 55 55 100 20 20 &6 8 90 82
fate, T Gl vl R SRR 2h Tiamen BLLED W BRI S BN B8
TEEIL T 0TGRS g 287 T T T g ey MTap gt 7B
St o FEEL A0S ol i TR Tk Tl gl ke
AT O b it - Aot - - . SR SO
West, _ _ _ 1,116 _ 1,070 _ _ 926 _ _ _ _ SR R S IS e S
UNITED

STATES 5,916  .5,718 97 20 20 8 8 79 79
1/ Bewiheti i Lo ote, UL QU sbel YIRS T vy g A S HTATSSE R
Roy Potas :
Byron Peterson " Roy A. Bodin

Agricultural Statisticians Agricultural Statistician
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July 28, 1948 ~ 7,
TO OPERATORS OF ELEVATORS AND WAREHOUSES IN MINNESOTA: ?

The following summary has been prepared on the basis of results from re-
cent surveys in which farmers and operators of grain storage warehouses cooperated
by reporting grain in storage on July 1. The Department acknowledges the excellent
cooperation received in the July 1 survey and takes the opportunity to solicit your
assistance for the next quarterly grain survey on October 1,

GRAIN STOCKS JULY 1, 1948, WITH COMPARISONS

MINNESOTA: The total supply of food and feed grains stored in all positions in

- Minnesota, exclusive of 1948 production, was nearly onc-fifth less than
on July 1, 1947, and was slightly smaller than the dJuly 1 supply in 1946, The corn
supply on July 1 was one-fourth less than on July 1, 1947, oat stocks were down near-
ly one-third while rye stocks in all positions were almost one-fifth lower than the
small supply on hand a year earlier, In contrast to these decreases, stocks of old
wheat in all positions on July 1 were one-fifth larger than a year ago, and barley
stocks were substantially larger. Comparable information for the oilsced Crops—=-
flaxseed and soybeans--is not available at this date., Information in regard to soy-
beans stored on farms show that the supply on farms, July 1, 1948, was one-third
less than on July 1, 1947, when a comparatively small supply was stored on farms,

As usual most of the supply of corn and oats was in farm storage on
July 1. On that date, 93 percent of the total supply of corn and oats was stored on
farms, This may be compared with only 27 percent of the wheat supply, 22 percent of
barley stocks and 23 percent of the rye in farm storage on July 1, Of the total sup-
Ply of corn on July 1, 1948 of* 30,753,000 bushels, only 2,114,000 bushels were stored
in off-farm positions while 28,639,000 bushels were stored on farms., Total wheat
stocks of 9,251,000 bushels were divided into 63,775,000 bushels in off-farm storage
positions and 2,476,000 bushels in fam storage, while total oat stocks of 26,226,000

' bushels were composed of only 1,726,000 bushels in off-farm storage and 24,500,000
‘ bushels in farm storage. Exact comparisons for barley and rye cannot be made as of

July 1, but it is apparent that off-farm storage accounted  for more than three-fourths
of the total gquantity of.each crop in storage. For barley, the July 1 off-farm sup-

" pPly .of 7,726,000 bushels may be contrasted with only 2,196,000 bushels stored on farms
on June l. For rye the July 1 quantity in off-farm storage was 405,000 bushels while
‘the June 1 farm stored supply was only 123,000 bushels,

b

. GRAIN ¢ OEFSRARMS I T e T TN BB TSI IR TR T
9 : 25 :Average : : : g
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0, THOUSAND BUSHELS
Corn : L78E L 2,00 42,429 39,339 28,639 . 41,096 30,753
~ Wheat ' 55105 =, = 6775 Lyl72 1,896 2,476 7,601 9,251
CORER .. & R 2,412 - 1,726 28,730 3530L 2,008 39963 " 26,226
Barley 2/ 6,691 | 17,726 9,013 2,551 2,196 9,242 9,922
. Bye 2/ 603 405 1,295 L6 123 649 528
Soybeans 3/ 3/ Jop 427 A S 3/

Roy Potas, Byron Peterson Roy A. Bodin
Agricultural Statisticians Agricultural Statistician
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UNITED STATES: Current wheat stocks are about two and a third times as large as

a year ago, nearly double the stocks on July 1, 1946, but smaller
than the July 1 carryover of any other year since 1938, Disappecarance of 285 mill-
ion bushels during the quarter just ended was the hizhest on record for the April-
June guarter. By positions, the current total of 195 million hushels of wheat in-
cludes stocks of 94 million bushels on farms, 30 million bushels in interior mills,
elevetors, and warehouses, and 34 million bushels in merchant mills--all estimates
of the Crop Reporting Board--as well as 34 million bushels in commercial stocks at
terminals, reported by the Production and karketing Administration, and 2,5 million
bushels in transit owned by the Commodity Credit Corporation, Other CCC-owned wheat
is included in the estimates by positions. . Total off-farm stocks are estimated at
101 million bushels, compered with 43 million a year ago, 58 million on July 1, 1546,
and 191 million on July 1, 1945, el

Rye stocks of 3.3 million bushels in all positions on July 1, 1948
although exceeding the carryover of the past two years, are low in comparison with-
the cerryover stocks of 12 million bushels on July 1, 1945, the 31 million in 194,
and the 47 million bushels on July'l, 1943, Stocks of cats and barley and July 1
stocks of corn are the smallest, for each-grain, in the 6 years of comparable record.
Corn stocks of 452 million bushels in all positions are less than two-thirds as large
as on July 1, 1947, following the récord 1946 corn crop, out are only 1/ percent less
than 2 years ago, All but 31 million bushsle of ‘this total was still on farms. The
carryover of 185 million bushels of oats is only about two-thirds as largs as on
July 1 of the .two preceding years, Barley carryover stocks of 51 million bushels

+ are nearly as large as in the past two years, but much smeller than in 1943, 1944 or

1945, Barley stocks were nearly evenly divided between farm and off-farm storage.

GRAIN STOCKS, JULY 1, 1948, WITH CCMPARISONS

— e mm S s S M e e e e W e s G e M MR e e R s e e Se ma  Sem e e G W s b mee s e mem we e e

; 2% sty Lo et Judy i, "3 cApedl koot Julyed,
ks o fealtam ,alaruud 00U CaRRRtMy ~iiq pt HIC g o s
"""""""" el Thousand Bushels
(On Farms 1/ : 41,606 . LO,477 . 256,533 94,312
(Commodity Cradit Corp, 2/ 75951 . 500 3,845 2,530
VWheat (Terminals 3/ 29,917 8,129 « 70,174. .. 34,065
gMerchant, Mills 1/ 4/ At oy nh LB B3Rt | 2Rl SR 73,714 34,300
_______ Int ills,Eley.& Whses, 1/ 5/ _ 8,376 _ _ 10,116 75,382 29,633
AR A e i e e ikt BE Lo OEOBR. - B3G813 | LTLGLE Y TAOK890
. (On Farms I/° 496,928 677,375 - 849,198 328,533
Corn (Terminals 3/ s 15,904 11,233 95293 - 5,210
_ o - - {Int.hills,Elev.&hses, 1/.5/ _ 19,325 _ _ 28,401 _ 30,570 _ 26,022
SROTAL o e e o ke R e 532,157 _ 717,009 889,061 _ 157,765
- .~ (on Farms 1/~ . 274,862 T 257,099 L1064 - - 17X,579
Qats ' (Terminals 3/. . 3,153. 5,038 - - 3,288 1,841
. {Int,Mills,clev.&hses, 1/ 5/ 13,697 . _ 14,175 _ 23,007__ 12,034
iy 151" AR AR R e S o e LR G T el £ Yo
TR s I o o 1P 38,700 30,000 ~ 68,696 26,600
Barley (Terminals 3/ Ly L6L T 153 15,756 6,740
— _ = {Int,Mills,Blev.& Whees. 1/ 5/ ' 15,406 _ | 17,812 ' 30,505_ _ 18,068
AUSETAD UL Y BB e e _ 58,570 _ 7 55,565 1143957 _ 51,428
O R Ton Farms I 1,050 ~600 Ly b3l 1,700
~ Rye (Terminals 3/ 322 1,024 1,521 531
(Int Mills, Slev.& Whses, 1/ 5/« 905~ -2 = 2211 - 1,111
S N T T 8 T L2 DT 2,346 .. . .B,166 3,342

- i U st S i i B e T e |
1/ Estimates of the Crop Reporting Board, 2/ Owned by C.C.C., stored in their.own
steel and wooden bins and in transit, Q/Commercial stocks reported by Grain Eranch,
P.M,A,, at 4O terminal cities, kills reporting to the Burezu of the Census on
milling and stocks of flour, All off-farm storages not otherwise designatzd for
each crain, : ' ' :
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Stocks of corn, oats, barley and rye, shown below by States are for all off-farm
positions, OStocks in interior mills, elevators and warehouses, ras estimated by the
Crop Reporting Board of the Bur:au of Agricultural Economics, are comoined with com-
mercial stocks at terminals, as reported by the Grain Franch of the Production and
Marketing administration, to obtain these State totals,

i T ——

| s BV G LSl
State :July 1, ¥ July 1, : July 1, * July 1;: July 1,7 July l,: July 1,: July 1,

T TR TR ma e e e aet e mm e b el e e ees S e

e e AT LJ%§_1J%7-L}%§J_E§_L1&§J~MM_LJ%§_
ThoUsangd ushels

N.Ing, 363 257 ¢ Y . N 61 * *
N.Y. 822 1,163 1,929 1,304 1,876 717 * *
Nodo 237 110 105 109 #* 71 1 1
Pa, 1,629 4,89 1,152 353 449 215 8 23
Ohio 1,651 1,232 885 805 99 v 65 > SRS &
Ind, 25127 1,759 . 523 432 ) L0 102 18
111, w1, 15 7,903 1,710 969 2,302, 1,852 137 123
Mich, 239 879 341 324 S i 3 10
Wis, gvx - 524, 536 “SE0 .8007 . 637 20 10
Minn. 1,757 2,11 25012 12726 5098 " 026 603 4,05
Iowa 4,847 6,141 1,829 1,678 120 119 %* 3
[0, 2,399 1,765 “667 423 510 L el 08 L5
N,Dak, 174 168 1,231 Loaey 837 1,455 5 231
S,Dak, 692 " 504 1,302 934 640 505 3 137
Nebr, 2,811 1,540 538 Ll 60 143 6 35
Kans, 823 406 196 166 137 89 2 21
Del, 61 77 18 3 2 1 i *
Md, 2,122 . 239 112 a7 51, g2 96 29
Va, 265 320 110 65 20 18 1 2
W,Va, 56 54 15 20 2 1 #* %*
N.C, 241 337 53 25 4 5 * *
S8.C. 3R 32 5 10 i 0 3 #*
Ga, 75 258. 2 2 1 0 * *
. Ky. 5614 619 73 g0 9 9 287 163
Tenn. 540 539 221 222 30 67 0 2
Ala, 87 .. 266 16 8 0 0 * #*
liiss, L7 77 1 9 12 15 * #*
Ark. 39 L2 17 3 3 il * *
La, 406 14 51 17 - - - -
Okla, 1208 160 A L8 26 2 0 %
Tex, © 330 314 1,002 158 30 227 0 1
Kont , 16 30 188 79" - 320 364 2 10
Idaho Vbl 25 1553 192 121 225 Ay 52
Wyo, 5. 8. 5 29 21 14 w0 2
Colo. 272 270 98 80 257 23 i 17
N, Mex, 1 - gueL " 9 2 12 gl #* #*
Ariz, 6 6 0 5 5 = 3 3
Nev, g3 g 1 S 1 6 A #* %*
ash, 1,361 5. 432 377 897 659 - 1 2
Oreg, 2T 95 424 373 - 216 614, 3 14
Calif, LL2 435 273 i3 i ol (R v - 6 3
e i e R R R B et - R5
%= = =39,83L _ 31,232 719,219 T 157675 25,365 T Bugeds. C 1,706 - T I,

1/” For positions covered, see precedine paracraphe
* Unallocated =~ to avoid disclosin: individual oporctions,

(%]
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- STOCKS OF OLD WHEAT JULY 1, 1948 _ _ _ _ _ . _

T ) TnEeFiEr”kElTs: Fle- : Uerchant Hills T10ff-farm Total 1/:Total 1/k11 posi
stayg ¥ L¥avere and NenenosNceie Saoduly B i UATGlyY TUF b tiogs July 1. _
ae . iverage: gy : » a8 ' 191 19,8

399760 I Moo By AT, (o AKE . 5o 1ATH A8 )T L Uge
o - T T TS M Vet T T T MThousand ushels
N.Eng. 205 94 110 14 15 237 125 238- 1125
N.Y. 632 KWz 1,579 2,695 2,579 4y 995 - == 5,132 -~ SyBLT- ~ 5,761
N.Jd. 7 T B, 3 164, 215 257 - 327
“IRELT, il B 120. 1.l 265 - 180 180 1,062 DTS 23555 T 8,638
Chio 672 143 0" 1,570 © 1,270 . 1,727 - 15743 3,425 3,919
Ind. 769 66 . 216 480 L6 * 567 ©686: 13291 1,760
Ll 595 130 525 968 1,043 1,243 1,872 1,533 , 2,800
Mich, 606 432 618 358 628 - 790 1,246 2,278 3,183
Wis, 263 56 70 ¥ 2,138 3,005 2,704 3,556
finn, -2,834 376 607 3,813 3,367 5,905 6,775 . 7,601 9,251
Iowa 539 97 83 519 a3l 621 1,3k 838 1,409
Mo, 537 76 159 1,668 4,572 2,157 | 9,507 2,794 10,729
N.Dak, 11,035 2,350 6,780 928 859 3,278 . 7,639 13,765 26,624
5.Dak, 2,980 1,005 1,510 9, 187 1,099 1,697 5,089 .9,71
Nebr, 2,004 237 L A5 536 951 8 3,2%. 3,045 - Q6L
Kans. 5,192 1,066 6,182 2,700 7,350 hyl65 23,142 , 6,295 Lk4,6L5
Del, 18 o 3 3 1 10 o A 16 8
Md. 87 39 29 " 313 1,002 909¢.3,075 1,086
Va. 123 33 54 130 207 163 285 538 .+ 839
W, Va, 21 3 10 26 30 29 40 175 322
N.C, 72 38 28 39 151 {1 179 L2l . 897
S.C, 11 ) | 0 3Ys 33 8 33 143 2164
Ga, 22 4L I 40 12 L 16 96 117
Ky, 302 14 36 188 L60 208 505 291 635
Tenn, 92 18 20 205 272 229 345 307 527
Ala, 27 % 3 w* ® 8 24 15 26
Miss., 2/ 20 * 2 #* %* A 2 5 16
Ark, 25 3 by - - 3 b 5 .8
La. - - - - - 300 500" 300 500
Okla, 1,106 33 357 248 794 200, 3,6510% 1,1uL 7,840
Tex. 1,493 b 683 131 1,384 185 8,733. -500 12,461
Mont, 3,773 995 1,987 1,18 900  2,143. 2,887 7,174 11,893
Idaho 2,738 217 830 277 569 e 1,399 1,714 20916
Wyo, 46 13 62 87 127 100 189 380 1,032
Colo, 672 124, 1,152 L57 923 599, - 2,2050 . 15526 . 5,168
N.Mex, 31 15 200 5 30 20, - 230 107 795
Ariz, 25 ® 3 ) * 12 3 18 9
Utah 426 615 725 260 537 885. 1,413\ 1,304, 24060
Nev, = 23 5 R i 5 - - 5 13 55 37
Wash, 7,362 800 2,237 1,808 1,47k 3,607 3,961 4,387 4,609
Oreg. 2,933 210 530 799 956 1,332 1,7633751,961 2441
Calir, 934 2L 239 148 354 392 593 518 653
Snallogaboltd « "y Sl2. . WS Looal ol so - 219200 300 . 2e540%
Qu%*éhﬁ%l%u@E%QLMQQ%_zﬁﬂknﬁéﬁ,@%ﬂ"§hﬂkﬁh@%

1/ includes, in addition to stocks in Interior Kills, Hlevators & archouses and
Merchant Mills, commercial stocks reported by Grain Branch, P.hiJi., at terminals,
and an estimate of those owned by Commodity Credit Corporation which are in transit,

2/ Saort-time average. ‘ - '
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CROP AND FARM WORK PROGRESS REPORT %

Work of cutting, threshing and combining of grain crops was well advanced by
August 1 in the southern half of the State, according to information furnished to
the State-Federal Crop and Livestock Reporting Service by its corp of Crop Reporters.
Comments received the last week in July point to some delay in threshing operations
because of wet weather in the southern half of the State, and of very wet soil con-
ditions in northwestern counties where harvest is just starting. July was a dry

month in southeastern counties, and this condition has resulted in short pastures and

poor development of the second hay crop in that area. All other areas report an
ample to excessive moisture supply. Crop production estimates as of iugust 1 will be
available after August 10,

MINNESOTA CROP AND LIVESTOCK REPORTERS' COMIIENTS

NORTHERN SECTION: ' '
Becker Co., Frazee, 7-29: Beginning of July very hot and dry reducing grain yield,
but speeding corn growth. Remainder of month very favorable weather., Hay yield
good, corn well along with ears. Fodder excellent,

Kittson Co., Hallock, 7-26: Rains have damaged practically all growing crops in the
county this past month.

Marshall Co,, Thief River Falls, 7-28: A little too much rain for the grain and quite
a lot of wild oats showing up. Harvesting just starting.

Norman Co,., Ada, 7-29: All grains excepting flax are either cut and shocked or swath-
ed and threshing has started,

Pennington Co., Goodridge, 7-28: Up to July 1 hay crop promised a light yield from
then on rain and sun has done wonders. Just a few fields of oats and barley ready
for harvesting.

.Polk Co,, Euclid, 7-27: We are just starting to cut grain here. Grain is all good

except on low land where it is damaged by water., Ficlds hére arée plenty wet, we can
just barely move eguipment in them.

Beltrami Co., Grygla, 7-28: Crops on the whole here very fine, but getting too much
rain so haying was delayed and we certainly need dry weather for a big harvest just
ready to start, : ' ;

Hubbard Co., .Laporte,7-26: The rain in July has greatly helped the réd clover and
alfalfa crops in some places. The second crop has already been cut, the cool nights
gre helping the ocats to head out good, : i

. Itasca Co., Deer River, 7-28: This area now has ample moisture to pull crops through

the season, All my grain has been cut, :

Koochiching, Birchdale, 7-27: 50 percent of hay very poor quality, 6 weeks of driz-
zle rain, great deal of grain and flax lodged.

Lake of Woods, Graceton,: Very poor haying weather because of continual rains. Pas-
tures and flax crop looking very gocd, ' :

St. Louis, Zim, 7-26: Prospects look good for grains as we had a rain when grains
were in heading stage., '

CENTRAL SECTION:

Bigstone Co., Clinton, 7-27: We had plenty rain in July. Crops are growing fine,
@arvesting is getting well along most of the low places have grain this year. Help
1§ very scarce, most farmers are going into beef cattle instead of milking cows,
Douglas Co., Kensington, 7-26: Corn is farther advanced than usual, but the stand
is poor in lots of places, Small grain is thin. ' :
LacQuiParle Co,, Madison, 7-26: Recent rains have delayed combining and harvesting
but have benefitted corn. Corn is in best condition for years, : ;
Ottertail Co., Perham, 7-27: Harvest full blast, grains are fair, weather favorsble
for corn, moisture good, alfalfa short. s

Stevens Co., Morris, 7-26: 50% of grain is cut. Quality is good; yield a little
over average, corn has never looked better, but every field has 5 to 10 percent of
hills that just germinated during the last week in June. Second cutting of alfalfa
was ?erg light--many fields not worth cutting.
Wilkin Co., Doran, 7-26: Has been raining last ten days, most barley and oats are
swathed but very little combining done, if wet weather-continues there will be a loss
of grain in windrow, - ' ;
Yellow Medicine Co., Clarkfield, 7~27: Harvesting, combining and threshing going
along in fine shape under ideal weather. Corn is a sight to benold. Farmers are
showing increased interest in C,C,C. loan and purchase agreement program.

Ben?on Co,, Rice, 7-26: Hay crop very pocr, oats short and thin, poor'heads, but
grain quality pretty good.

MeLeod Co., Glencoe, 7-26: Corn has never looked better, should be a bumper crop
ample moisture to mature crop of corn around here. ¢
Morrison Co., Pierz, 7-26: Grasses and clovers suffered much in May's. dry spell.
Fall plowed cats will be about 10 bushels, spring plowed will be all the way up to
60 bushels. On sandy farms, cats is short and thin, so will not be cut.

Renville Co., Granite Falls, 7-27: Cofn looks like our big crop, ears have developed
well,.they are already beginning to droop downwards., No corn berer noticed in this
locality. Threshing is about 1/4 completed. . Some plowing of stubble is in progress,




Sherburne Co,, Elk River,: Due to drouth, first and second crop hay poor. All =
grain poor due to drouth, Corn that sprouted has done well up to new, but now suf-
fering frem drouth, Stands in late planted corn very uneven,

Sibley Co,, Stewart, 7-26: Combining and threshing has started, weather has been on
the wet order, but good for corn and beans. Some corn borer damage.

Stearns Co., Sauk Centre, 8-1: Plenty of rain, so far this month, Harwest is in
full swing.

Todd Co., Bertha, 7-26t Corn is best I have ever seen at this time of year, if noth-
ing happens it will be the biggest crcp in years.

Wadena Cc,, Verndale, 7-27: July weather very fovorable to all crops, especially
late secdings of small grain. Plenty of rain and favorable temperature,

Wright Co,, Buffalo, 7-28: We had two good rains last week., Corn looks good but
stands are thin. Grain crop short and thin, but good quality. Seccnd crop of alf-
alfa short.

Anoka Co., Cedar, 7-26: Pastures are not cecming as rapidly as expected after the
rains and heat. Rye yield will average small because of wind in spring. Grasshop-
pers are appearing in great numbers and are attacking alfalfa and truck crops.
Carlton Co., Mocse Lake, 7-26: Crops in this locality look good except hay, have
had plenty cf rain during July, so grain is well filled out.

Chisago Co,, North Branch, 7-26: Lack of rain early in scason has cut hay crop and
pastures, :

Isanti Co., Stanchfield, 7-25: Pastures are very short, lack of rain. Corn is tas-
selled, and small ears are showing. If the scascn is favorable will have gocd corn
crop. Oats'is light due to excessive heat in milk stage and dry spring.

Kanabec Co,, Brook Park, 7-29: Hay is very shert, corn is normal. Oat harvest just
beginning. : e

Pine Co., Yandstone, 7-27: Corn is very uneven, but lccks gocd ctherwise, Cats are
short, much cf it stocled late and is partly ripe and partly green. Grasshoppers
are getting very numerous., Plenty of moisture ncw. _ e

Washington Co., Newpert, 7/26: Late rains improved corn, potatces and pasturée. Sec-
ond c¢rop hay improved but will be shert.-

SOUTHERN SECTICN:

Cottonwoed Co., Heron Luke, 7-28: Cur crep is excellent, have had very gocd rains.

Lyon Co., Balaton, 7-256: Moisture is ample for all creps and pasturess Corn is

well tasselled and is starting ears. Combining and threshing are in full swing and

small grain yields are good. pon . ¥

~ Murray Co., Ruthton, 7-27: Plenty cf rain. All growing creps-coming along fine,

Harvest 1s nearly finished, combining has begun. \

Pipestone Cc., Jasper, 7-26: Creps in general look good and are geod. Good moisture
for corn during tasselling. Cutting of grain completed, ST

Redweod Co., Walnut Grove, 7-27: Harvesting cf rye, barley and ocats is completed,

Combining of barley and oats has begun, Very little flax is ripe enough to harvest.

Rock Co., Ellsworth, 7-29: Corn locks wonderful in this arca, . Some small strips cf

hail, but'generally prospects excellent, Heavy rains lodged standing and windrowed

grain, but probably improved corn prospects. e T 3 e

Brown Cc,, Sleepy Bve, 7-28t Corn is fcur weeks ahead of. last year, but corn borers

quite numerocus, ! ik ‘ '

Martin Cc., Granada, 7-29: Threshing is just started. lle are having tco much rain

fer this time of year. o 155 paek

Steele Co., Ellendale, 7-24t The grain crop locks good, all harvesting is about dcne.

Corn is doing fine, but there is scme borer infestation. Second crop hay is short

due to the shertage  of rainfall, _

Waseca Cc,, Waldorf, 7-28: Crop conditions are near perfect as I have ever known in

this secticn of Minnescta, Perfect weather and nc sterms to speak of, Harvest is

going cn rapidly. Small grain is very good and quality and yield good.  liostly fin-

ished in five days. , : % B

Watonwan Co., Mzdelia, 7-26: The hot dry weather of early July did some damage to

small grains and tame hay crops. Recent rains make corn and scybean pyospects ex-

cellant, - ; LAt e 3. g
Dakota Co,, Northfield, 7-29: Small grains matured quitker than normal during the
intense heat of July, although the yields have arparently not been greatly impaired,
Corn at first came along rapidly, but now is showing definite syniptoms of lack of
moisture, : = e
Dodge Co., Kasscn, 7-28: ' The weather'is a little on the dry side now. Pasture and
seccnd crop hay are short. | Y NP o
Fillmore Co., String Valley, 7-27: Clover and timothy hay will riake & pdcr second
crop &s not enough rzin. "e need rain bad’ for corn, beans, and pasturcs which are
very dry. . ; ]

Gocdhue Co,, Canncn Falls, 7-26: We need rain3in'thiS'part of the county for Cdrn,
potatces, beans,; pasture, ' '

Mower Co., Adams, 7-28: Corn locks above average, but the corn borer and continued
dry weather can cut prospects fast, i - : R

Olmsted Co., Rochester, 7-28: There will be no apples in this territbry'this year.,

, Corn looks very good., Gorn borers came tco late to spray and are'estéﬁlishidﬂ them-
selves, Winter wheat yield was poor due to freezing out. ‘

. Wabasha Co,, Lake City, 7-27: Harvest, hastened by heat and droutH, under wey. Not
enough threshing done'to'cstimate‘averagc yield. " Corn locks promising--depending
entirely on weather for a good or poor crop. =5 ¥
Winona Co,, St. Charles, 7-29: - The corn is in %ery-pddr"condition'ﬂﬁé te drouth. If
we do not get rain scon farmers are telking of putting it all in silos. Pastures are
dry and am feeding hay. Grain is of very goed guality, ’
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STOCKS OF FLAXSEED AND. SOYPEANS, JULY 1, 1948

FLAXSEED: : ol o
The Nation's supply of old flaxseed was largely concentrated in Minnesota

storage positions on July 1, 1948, according to the State~Federal Crop and Livestock
Reporting Service., On that date, over LO percent of the Nation's total supply was
stored in Minncsota. Of the amount stored in Minnescta, nearly 90 percent was off
the farms at terminals, processing plants, and interior mills, elevators and ware-
houses, The amount of flaxseed in farm storage July 1, 1948, was comparatively small
in relation to last year's production of flaxseed in Minnesota, but even so, Minne-
sota farmers held about cne~sixth of the old flax held in farm storage on all farms
of the Netion., No new flaxseed, 1948 crop, was in storage in Minnesota on July 1 as
harvest operations did not get under way until mid-July.

For the Nation, old flaxsced stored in all positions on July 1, 1948, totaled
7,290,000 bushels, compared with a revised estimate of 18,369,000 bushels on April 1,
Of this current total, 2,264,000 bushels remained on farms, the Crop Reporting Board
estimated., Of the off-farm stocks, 1,281,000 bushels were commercial stocks at
terminals, as reported by the Froduction and larketing administration, while the re-
maining 3,745,000 buchels of old flaxsced were at processing plents and interior
mills, elevators and warehouses. Some 1948 crop flaxseed had already been delivered
to processors in California and Texas, but this new crop seed is not included in
these July 1 stocks, Of the farm stocks, more than half were in North Dokotaj with
Minnecsota and South Daliota, the three States accounted for 91 percent of the total,
Of the off~farm stocks of old flaxseed, 55 percent were in Minnesote and 14 percent
in North Dakota; of the remainder, only New York, Ohio, Illinois, wisconsin, South
Dakota and Montana he¢ld significant quantities., Funds for preparing these cstimates
of flaxseed stocks are provided under the Research and liarketing act of 1946.

SCYBEANS

The total supply of cld soybeans in all storage positions in Minnesota total-
ed 1,909,000 bushels on July 1, 1948. This may be compared with 5,729,000 on
april 1, 1948 and 9,865,000 bushels on January 1, 1948. Comparsble information for
the same quarters in previous years is not aveileble. The July 1, 1948, stocks of
1,909,000 bushels were divided into 1,633,000 in off-farm storage positions and
276,000 stored on farms. The amount in farm storage may be compared with 427,000
bushels in the same position on July 1, 1947. The July 1 farm stocks, this year,
were equal to 2 percent of the preccding year's crop, while a year ago stccks were
L percent of the 1946 production. Supplies of new soybeans from the 1948 crop in
dinnescta will not beccme available until late September or carly October,

For the United States, -

Soybean STOCks amounting to nearly 32 million bushels were stored in all posi-
tions on July 1, 1948, These stocks are smaller than on July 1 in any of the five
preceding years, exceeding only those of July 1, 1942, in the short series beginning
on that date,

Included in current stocks were about 23 million bushels at processing plants
as enumerated by the Bureau of the Census, and commercial stocks of about 1% million
bushels at terminals, reported by the Production and lMarketing iAdministration. The
Crop Reporting Board estimated farm stocks at 4% million bushels and interior mill
and elevator stocks at 3% million bushels, both relatively smsll for those positions.,
Processcr's stocks were near the average level for July 1, but terminal stocks were
the smallest for the date since 1942,

About 56.5 million bushels of soybeans disappeared during the April-dJune quar-
ter, including about 40 millicn bushels processed for oil and most of the 15,5 million
bushels needed for seed, as planting of the 1948 acreage was largely complcted before
July 1. Disappearance in the April-June quarter of 19L7 was 60.7 million bushels of
which over 44 millicn bushels were prccessed for oil., From the Uctober 1, 1947, sup-
ply of nearly 187 million bushels, disappearance is indicated at 155 millicn bushels,
of which nearly 128 millicn bushels were processed for oil. With the possibility
that early harvested soybeans of the 1948 crop may be delivered before Octcber 1, it
appears that the usual rate of processing can be maintained during the July-September
guarter., g ’

Roy-Potas , Roy A. Bodin
Agricultural Statistician Agricultural Statistician
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MINESOTA CROP AD LIVESTOCK REZPCRT
August 1, 1943

Aggrezate crop production prospects in ifinnesota on August 1 for the 1948
season were even better than the very good prosnects indicated by preharvest condi~
tions up to July 1, according to the State-Federal Crop and Livestock Reporting
Service., Production of all crops is now expected to exceed 1947 by )1 percent and
average (1937-46) by 2 percent. Included in the production prospect are record
crops of corn and flax, much larger than average oat and soybean crops, about aver-
age size crops of durum wheat and barley, while the crops of other spring wheat,
winter wheat, potatoes, rye, and hay will be short of average largely because of a
reduction in acreage devoted to growing each of these crops.

Favorable weather over most of the major corn producing area of the State
increased yield prospects per acre for corn to a record 48.0 bushels on August 1.
Threshing and combining operations are well advanced in the southern two-thirds of
the State, and they reveal that oat yields are materially higher thaa expected
while other small grain crop yields are as high or higher than expected a month
ago. Some uncertainty remained on August 1 in regard to grain yields in the nor-
thern third of the State where harvest operations are just starting with soil con-
ditions very wet in some areas, These wet conditions may cause delay in harvest
and could result in some loss in quality and yield of grain, Ixcept for the wet
weather threat as noted in a limited arda, the State has had an excellent harvest
period which is two to three weeks advanced over last season, On August 1 however,
late maturing crops were in need of rain in southeastern counties., Cool nights
and ample to excessive moisture in southwestern counties and other areas were slow-
ing down corn development on Auzust 1, but the corn crop is, in general,so far ad-
vanced that it has an excellent chance for reaching full maturity before frost.
Practically all of the grain corn acreage was in full tassel by Aucust 1,

The 1943 production of several very important crops will exceed 1947 by a
wide margin, Corn nroduction, estinated at a record 243,696,000 bushels on August
1, compares with 191,041,000 in 1947, an increase of 28 percent. The oat crep of
206,787,000 bushels compares with 163,332,000 in 1947 when the crop was about
average size. The 1948 oat crop therefore, will be more than one-fourth larger
then in 1947. Barley nroduction of 35,061,000 bushels is 36 percent more than the
crop of 25,338,000 bushels produced in 1947, while flaxseed production is expected
to reach a new record high of 17,666,000 bushels, 2% million above the large 1947
Crop.

Production in 1943 of other spring wheat, winter wheat, soybeans, potatoes.
and hay will be considerably less than in 1947.' Other spring wheat production of
16,236,000 bushels compares with 17,745,000 bushels in 1947, the decline resulting
wholly from a reduction in acreage., Vinter wheat production, while larger than
estimated a month ago will total 1,404,000 bushels, a reduction of rearly one-third
from last year, Soybean nroduction at 12,672,000 bushels is expected to be small-
er than last year's record crop of 13,800,000 bushels because of a 15 percent cut
in acreage, The potato crop is also expécted to be smaller even though a record
yield per acre is in prospect. The potato crop is estimated at 13,750,000 bushels
compared with 14,520,000 in 1947. 3Tarly season drouth in addition to a sharp re-
duction in acreage for harvest has caused a sharp.drop in tonnaze prospects for
hay to only 5,033,000 tons for 1948 compared with 5,687,000 tons in 1947. Hay
yield prospects improved somewhat during the past month following rather general
rains received since mid-June in much of the drouth area, but even so the 1948
production will be the smallest since the drouth year of 1936,

Feed grain production - corn, oats, and barley = is expected to exceed
the 1947 production of these same crops by 28 percent and averaze (1937-46) by
20 percent, This increase in the supply of feed grains is occurring at a time
when the number of grain-consuming animal units on farms has been sharply reduced
from peal levels reached in the war period., The production of hay, in contrast
to the increase in grain supplies, has been much reducsd as condition on August 1
indicates an 11 percent reduction from last year and a 23 percent reduction com-
pared with average, 1937-46. The total need for hay at the State level is not as
great now as in recent years for the number of hay-consuming animals kept on farms
is down sharply from peak numbers, Cattle numbers are at least 15 percent below
the peak reached in 1944, Sheep numbers are down 42 percent below the peak in
}9&2, while horse numbers are only half of 10 years ago. A definite hay shortage
in relation to livestock numbers exists on many farms in east central counties as

Sos,
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a result of drouth, Southeastern border counties were still badly in need of rain
on Auzust 1. TLack of rain in that area has caused a serious decline in the pro-
duction of hay especially from the second crop, it has lowered condition of past-
ures very sharply so that they are yielding little fead, and on Auzust 1 was a
definite threat to yield nrospects of corn, soybeans, and other late maturing
Crops. ’

Egz production of 313 million eggs during July 1948 was 4 percent lower
than in July 1947, but was 32 percent higher than the 10-year (1937-46) averaze
for July. The current July production eof 313 millicn may also be comparsd with
the pre-war, 5-year (1935-39) July average of only 154 million egzs. Tower hens
ars now being kept in farm flocks than s year ago, but a record rate of lay is an
aid in holdingz total production to a high level, The rzported rate of lay on
Auzust 1 of 50,6 eggs per 100 hens in flocks of crop corrzspondents was the high=-
est for any August since records were:started in 1925. Poultry numbers’ are expect—
ed to continue downward in future months, for the 1943 hatching season is at an
end and it 1s evident from hatchery records that the awiber of chickens being
raised on farms is 28 percent less than in the 1947 season.

Milk production continues below the level of a year ago, although the
decline from June to July was about seasonal this vear., Production in July was
estimated at 761 million pounds, & percent less than the 826 million peunds pro-
duced in 1947 when production was slightly higher than average. IMilk cow numbers
are 7 percent lower than at this tiae last year, and are 19 psrcent below the
peak July number reached in 1943, Hizh market prices for milk animals and com-
paratively high grain values ars important factors which have induced farmers to
reduce the number of milk cows in their herds., The tendency is to retain only
the best producers, '

_____ . = = — - . PRODUCTION PROSPTCTS AS OF AUGUST 1, 1948  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
: Yield Per Acre -~ Bus: Production - Thousand Bushels
sAveraze:; » Ind, : Average : : Indicated

s PSR e o t1937=06: 1947 = 1943 : 1937-46 : _1947_: 1948 _ _:_ _ _ _

Corn 40,5 36,5 48,0 ¢ 201,234 191,041 243,696

Winter Vheat 18.5 19,5 18,0 : 2,992 1,970 1,404

Durum Theat 159 170 178 1,025 918 1,085

-

Oth, Sprz. Theat 16,9 2175 . 380 ¢ 21,152 17,745 16,236

Barley 26,2 26,5 .29.0 : 37,922 25,838 35,061
Rye 18,7 1540, .13.0 1 h,080 2,060 3,406

Flax 9.8 11,0 11,0 : 10,950 15,103 17,666

Scybeans for Beans 14.9 15,0 16,0

-

3,08 13,800 12,672

Potatoes 94.0 120,0 125,0 : 19,334 14,520 - 13,750
Hev, All (Tons) LoliB. -Lok2. . Le35: 6,576 5,687.. . 55033

Roy Potas, Azr'l, Statistician Roy A. Bodin, Agr'l, Statistician
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: TURKEY PRODUCTION IN 1948 ; _
MINNESOTA: Turkey growers in Minnesota have made a sharp reduction of 22% in |

the number of turkeys being raised this year compared with 1947. _
This information has been obtained by the State-Federal Crop and.Livestock Reporting
Service from reports from growers on August 1. The reduction is mot quite as large
as indicated earlier by reports from hatching operators who reported the number of
poults hatched. The death loss has been much less this year and this-has partly
offset the smaller hatch, Preliminary information indicates that Minnesota growers
are raising 2,759,000 turkeys this year compared with 3,537,000 in 1947 and the peak
number of' 4,019,000 in 1946, The number for 1948 is slightly larger than the 10-
year 1935-44 average number of 2,655,000 birds. Growers state that the reduction
this year is the result of unsatisfactory market condition in 1947 and the unfavor-
able price-feed outlook in early 1948, Minnesota growers indicated that they plan
to market about 41% of their birds in October or earlier; 26% in November and 27%
in December with the balance of 67% occuring after next January 1. Marketings are,
therefore, expected to be later than in the 1947 season when 53% were marketed
before November 1, The prospect for later marketings in Minnesota is in contrast
to the National pattern for earlier marketings.

UNITED STATES: Farmers are raising 31,710,000 turkeys this year -— 10 percent fewer
than last year. This is the smallest crop since 1938, In 1945 a
record crop of 44,221,000 birds was produced., Since then there have bezen three
years of sharp decreases--8 percent in 1946, 14 percent in 1947 and now a decrcase
of 10 percent in 1948, This year growers were reluctant to start poults because
of the very unfavorable 1947 season, when they were forced to market birds at prices
| below those of 1946 after having paid the steady spiraling feed prices during the
) growing season. The decrease this year would \have been even greater except that

toward the end of the hatchery season it became apparent to growers that conditions
were becoming much more favorable for turkey production. Storage stocks were no
longer burdensome and were being sharply reduced, Turkey prices were improving, and
prospective bumper crops indicated decreases in feed prices, This resulted in a
June hatch 74 percent larger than a year earlier. Also, growers report a very
favorable growing season and lower death losses.

Sharp decreases in some regiocns in the number of turkeys raised——22 percent in the

West, North Central States, 17 percent in the South Central and 1l percent in the

East North'Central--were partially offsef by a moderate decrease of 4 percent in

the North Atlantic and increases of 2 percent in the West and 3 percent in the

South Atlantic States. An increase of 12 percent in California offset decreases in

some of the other Western States and resulted in a 2 percent increase for the area.
Sufficient hatching eggs to meet demands were available early in the season, but
later under an improved grower demand for late poults, eggs were scarce. Hatchings
by months as a percent of last year were 80 percent in March, 79 percent in April,
86 percent in May, 174 percent in June and 110 percent in July.

| " The trend toward earlier marketings of turkeys has continued and growers, if they

| carry out their intentions, will market about 23 percent of their crop in October
or earlier. Last year, growers indicated in early August that, they cxpected to
market 25 percent of their birds during this period, but actually sold about 20 per-
cent of their birds. Growers slowed up marketings because they were reluctant to
accept turkey prices lower than in 1946, after having met rmch higher feed costs
during the growing season., This year, with rising turkey prices and lowering feed
prices, growers can be expected to market their turkeys as soon as they are well
finished. i

Turkey growers expect to market about 39 percent of the crop in November, compared
with 40 percent marketed in November last year. This means that growers intend to
market about 62 percent of the crop before the end of November this year, compared
with 60 percent last year, December marketings are expected to account for about
29 percent of the crop, compared with 32 percent last year, January or later ex-
pected marketings of 9 percent compare with 8 percent last year and with 13 percent,
the 1942-46 average,

The actual marketing of the crop will depend to a considerable extent upon later
developments, Demand for turkey meat is strong, prices are rising and feed prices
are declining. Storage stocks of turkeys on August 1 this year totaled 19,059,000
pounds, compared with 59,319,000 pounds a year earlier, or about 40,000,000 pounds
less. In short, turkey growers are in a good position and can choose the time of
marketing that is to their advantage.

Roy Potas, ~ (over) Roy A. Bodin, :
Agriculturel Statistician, Agricultural Statistician in Charge, {
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: Ne Atlantic 1146 43,2 3447 10.5 1340 L1.4 36,3 Qe2
E. N, Central Qa2 | Lhe2 4Le5 Sek 15,8 Lhi2 32 2,8
W.N. Central 1/ 34.2 = 38,9 23,1 3.8 366 37.8 21,8 3.8
8. Atlantic 22,6 343 32,7 1044 29,1 35.1 26,0 9.8
S. Central 11,0 4059 38,1 10,0 104 21 3443 13.2
Wegtern -/ oo A4gH . ABER - = 2B .- 10kie 20,9 36:00: EEE . Hhe2
United States _ 19.8_ _40.5 el o R0 830 7 26y8E SN BT

;/—includes Minnesota,
TURKEYS RAISED ON FARMS 1948, WITH COMPARISONS
, State TS TR SN TR T TR A e
and : Average s o s ; s Indicated : 1948 as %
_Division _ s 1935-h4 _ s 2945 . 196 ., 197 ; i3/ : of 1987
—Thousands Percent_

Mc, L6 59 51 - 50 37 74
N, He & 92 75 } 73 61 84
Vte 118 185 174 137 100 73
Mass, 233 354 339 316 307 97
Re Is 24 35 33 s 33 18 94
Conn, 108 226 212 178 178 100
N. Y, 399 756 756 741 763 103
N. Jo . 143 35 405 . 364 328 90
R R (17 SRS 7| SUCIRCE ) | GRS 1 [ DY -
NOAmE T By T T 3 T DT A0 T T 3,809 T T To,088 ) e .
Ind, 405 1,010 1,081 919 919 100
il 914 515 1,002 1,152 1,129 982 87
Miche 481 1,002 932 867 737 85
Wl ki6. T el T A R S o SR 0
B. NS CElT, "2,604_ _ " AZEDE TG T T 55819 TAAM T "
Minn, 2,655 3,979 45019 3,537 2,759 78
Towa 1,604 2,890 3,208 25566 1,899 T4
Mo. 1,267 1,838 1,746 1,310 1,310 100
N. Dak, 33252 842 926 833 500 60
Se Dake 877 434 421 295 162 29
Nebr. 788 1,054 970 873 716 82
MEBRe L R R g G REN  tied GRS RN T N -
DO e 11,981 - 433,186 10,077 . _ a8y - .l
Del, 106 101 91 6 61 90
Md. 402 490 466 396 321 81
Va. 801 1,232 1,331 1,131 1,176 104
We Vae 253 416 437 398 498 125
N, C. 244 376 421 379 341 90
Se Ce 173 420 420 357 418 417
Ga. 2% 173 182 182 187 103
B e o ML o sRG Y 309 L B e o
B s o SpES. . o SRS - aeR L 3,080 -  CalEE Ll L
Ky. 322 259 220 165 173 105
Tenn. 192 159 175 140 140 100
Ala, 146 151 151 128 122 95
Misse. 120 100 85 72 76 105
Ark. 116 152 129 72 58 80
Ia. Gl Fnkong L6 48 AL 41 80
Okla,. 1,235 686 652 522 365 70
1 = o, PO AN SR S 5 o407 RN 'S |, RIS { ). TRl o . bt 82
S DENTy, . o 8a038 - - Bedbl . bSOk AsB3L - 35993 i W L RN
kont. 251 155 170 119 101 85
Idsho 264 398 239 191 134 70
Wyoe 212 173 156 13 118 90
Colo 809 947 900 810 713 88
N, Mex, 72 80 88 94 94 100
Ariz, 82 102 87 it 50 70
Utah 910 2,036 1,332 1,079 1,079 100
Nev. 53 51 46 37 30 e0
Wash, 734 1,533 1,303 1,121 Eyi2h 100
Orege 1,638 3,105 25049 1,639 1,557 95
Ghils el L R |, 1T e Ly AR Y%, SR SO -
o FAERETR Y L BN T IR e LSRR T SRR T S
e N0 R RRE U TRl L NS B ;Y

1/ Revised. 2/ Preliminary estimates as of August 1, 1948,
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MINNESOTA CROP AND LIVESTOCX REPORT
September 1, 1948

A record Minnesota corn crop of fearly 254 million bushels was virtually a
reality on September 1 as the result of very favorable weather during August, ac~-
cording to the State-Federal Crop and Livestock Reporting Service. Improvement in
corn prospects during the month was equal to nearly 10 million bushels and the ex-
pected yield per acre of 50 bushels exceeds by 5 bushels the previous record estab-
lished in 1939. The outlook for durum wheat, flax, and buckwheat production also
improved, while moderate declines occurred in barley and oat prospects.

On September 1, with harvest of small grains well advanced and late crops near-
ing full growth and maturity, it was apparent that aggregate production of all
crops in 1948 will exceed 1947 by 12 percent and the 10-year (1937-46) average by
L, percent. Production of major feed grains, corn, oats, and barley, is nearly a
third larger than in 1947 and more than a fifth above average. The production of
oil crops, flaxsesd and soybeans, is at a new high level exceeding 1947 by 7 per-
cent and the 1937-46 average by 124 percent. Aggregate hay production prospects
however, remain comparatively low for the crop is expected to yield a tonnage which
is 11 percent smaller than in 1947 and 23 percent below average, 1937-46.

Farmers made good progress during August in regard to completing grain harvest,
although there was delay in local areas, particularly northwestern counties, due to
wet weather. Serious losses have bean confined largely to local areas in Kittson
and Marshall counties in the extreme northwestern part of the State. As usual,
there have been losses from hail and flooding in scattered areas but the amount of
damage in 1948 from these causes is not abnormally large. Such losses, even though
small in thz aggregate, are very disconcerting to the individuals and localities
involved. By September 1 a considcrable amcunt of fall plowing had been accomplish=-
ed, some winter grain had been seeded and silo filling was becoming general. The
month of August was therefore, favorable for doing seasonal farm work.

The corn crop advanced rapidly during August as most areas received sufficient
rainfall to maintain or even improve the excellent prospects existing on August 1.
Much of the improvement is attributed to the development in late planted cora and
that which was slow to germinate because of dry topsoil at planting time. Produc-
tion of corn for all purposas is estimated at 253,850,000 bushels, 10 million more
than the previous record crop in 1944 and 14 million greater than the next largest
crop which was harvested in 1946, The record 1948 corn crop is a third larger than
the 1947 crop of 191,041,000 bushels and is over a fourth larger than the 1O-year
(1937-46) average. Prospects on September 1 pointed to a good quality crop as the
crop was well advanced on that date with a comparatively high percentage of the
crop dented or nearing that stage of development, Favorable weather since Septem-
ber 1 has further improved the prospects for good quality corn.

Yield information collected near the end of the small grain harvest revealed
-only minor changes from expectations. Total wheat production is estimated at
18,756,000 bushels, nearly 2 million bushels less than the 20,633,000 harvested in
1947 and nearly 4 million bushels less than the 10-year (1937-46) average. The
1948 crop consists of 16,236,000 bushels of other spring wheat, 1,116,000 bushels
of durum and 1,404,000 bushels of winter wheat, Oat production is the second larg-
est of record at 201,978,000 bushels and compares with 163,332,000 in 1947 when
the crop was of average size. Oat yields did not equal expectations in west cen-
tral counties, so cstimated prospscts at-the State level are down 5 millien bushels
from a month ago. The barley crop of 34,456,000 bushels is nearly up to expecta-
tions of a month ago, even though there has been damage from too much wet weathsr
in some northwestern counties. The 1948 crop of barley is a third larger than in
1947 but is nearly a tenth smaller than average.

A new record flaxseed production of 18,469,000 bushels exceeds by over 23
million bushels the previous recora production in 1942, Reported yields of 20 or
more bushels per acre are common this year. Zven very late planted flax, some of
which remains to be harvested, has good yield prospects in most areas, Soybean
prospects remain unchanged from last month at 12,672,000, about 1 million bushels
less than last year!'s record crop. Buckwhest mede unusually good progress during
August to place September 1 prospects at 510,000 bushels compared with the large
1947 crop of 648,000 and the 10-year (1937-46 average production of 414,000 bushels.,
The production of dry field peas at 22,000 bags of 100 pounds each, is expected to
be a 1?ttle more than half of the 1947 production. Most of the field peas are
grown in Kittson, Marshall and Roseau counties,



Potato production prospects on September 1 remain at 13,750,000 bushels, the
same as a month azo., Marketable tonnage prospects however, were in doubt in some
northern counties because of blight infestation., The crop had reached meximum
desireable ‘development by September 1 in most areas so growers were hurrying harv-
cst operations as a means to check deterioration from further spread of blight.
Digging operations were not sufficiently advanced.in infected arcas to permit close
determination of final yield, The 1948 crop prospects at the State level are about
5 percent below last year's production of 14,520,000 bushels and 29 percent less
than average. )

Apple production in the 8 commercial producing counties in Minnesota to which
the estimatc applies, is only 40,000 bushels, compared with the large 1947 crop of
272,000 and the very small 1946 production of only 65,000 bushels, Practically all
of the 1948 production is to be found in the LaCrescent area, Houston county.

Hay prospects continue to be short in relation to otheor years, Thae 1948 tonn~
age is estimated at 5,033,000 tons, 11 percent less than in 1947 and 23 percent
less than ovcrage. A sharp reduction in acreage and extremely dry weathsr condi-
tions, particulerly in eastern counties arz the two principel factars ceusing the
decline in production. The total need for hay is howevsr, elso down as 2 result of
a sharp reduction in recent years in the number of hay-consuming animal units being
kept on iinnesota farms. ’

Milk production during August is estimated at 603 million pounds, a moderate
decline of nearly 2% percent from a year ago despite a much sharper decline in the
number of milk cows on farms. "The rate of production per cow on September 1 was
the highest of record for that date. Pastures were good to excellent on Sept ember
1 in the western half of the State but were very poor to only fair in most eastern
counties.

Tgz oroduction totaled 272 million eggs during August, the.same as a year ago,
despite a sharp drop in the number of layers on farms. Prospects of lower feed
prices and a definite shortage of replacement stock to maintein size of flocks are
resulting in close culling and better care, The rate of production in August this
year was the highest of record for the month and exceeds ‘by L percent the previous
record for August set in 1945.

September 1 production prospects for major commodities with comparisons;

MINNZSOTA UNITED ST.TES
- Averags Lverage j
Crops | Unit 1937-46 1947 1948 1937-46 1947 1948

(000 Buchels) (000 Rushels)

wi es | se se

Corn (All) Bu, 201,234 191,041 253,850 : 2,813,529 2,400,952 3,528,815
Winter Wheat Bu. 2,992 397 1,404 ¢ 682,606 1,067,970 981,415
Durum Vheat Bu., 1,025 91.8 1,116 ¢ 34,619 43,983 45,938
Oth. Sprg. Wht, Bus - 213492 , AT.7L5 16,236 216,398 252,560 257,642
Oats Bu, 164,029 165,232 201,978 : 1,231,814 1,215,970 1,493,407
Barley Bue 37,922 25,943 JL,456 3 298,811 279,182 317,229
Flaxseed Bu, 10,950 15,103 18,469 3 20,755 39,763 7,309
Soybeans B 3,086 13,800 12,572 : 134,642 181,362 205 655
Potatoes Bu. 19,334 1b;52 13780 o 399,303 384 407 408,366
Hay, All Tons 6,576 5,687 5,033 97,563 102,500 98, 494
_ (millions) (millions) :

Milk (for August) Lbs, 665 618 603 10,156 10,595 10,557
Eggs (for August) No, 202 272 272 3,379 3,813 3,922
Roy Potas _ _ Roy A. Bodin

Harold Prindle 4 Agricultural Statistician

Agr'l, Statisticians ‘ in Charge
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Immediate Release September 20, 1948

SWEET CLOVER SEED PRODUCTICN=--1948

MINNESOTA: Preliminary reports from growers and handlers indicate that

Minnesota's 1948 sweetclover seed production will be the small-
est since records were started in 1924, Production in 1948 is indicated at 80,000
bushels of thresher-run seed compared with 94,000 bushels a year earlier and the
1937-46 average of 340,500 bushels., Acreage for harvest is placed at 20,000 which
is also the smallest on record, However, growing conditions have been favorable
and above average yields are forecast. In the extreme northern area of the Ctate
some of the crop may not be harvested because of wet soil conditions.

UNITED STATES: For the United States, the 1948 production of sweetclover seed
is forecast at 480,300 bushels (28,818,000 pounds) of thresher-
run seced, A sharply smaller acreage harvested, and lower yields per acre this year
in the eastern corn-belt States more than offset the increased production in the
Plains States. The chief reasons for the drastic reductions in acreage are: loss
of popularity as a soil building crop in some sections, low prices received for
sweetclover seed as compared with other alternate cash crops, and rains wnich shat=
tered out much seed in advance of harvest. If the 1948 crop turns out as forecast,
it will be the second smallest crop on record, and will compare with the 1947 pro-
duction of 570,300 bushels (3&,218,000 poundsj, and the 1937-46 average of 853,180
bushels (51,190,800 pounds).

The acreage of sweetclover for seed this year is forecast at 173,600 acres. This,
the smallest acreage on record, rcpresents a reduction of 19 percent from last year!s
total of 213,700 acres and is only a little more than one-half the average of
325,080 acres. Reductions in acreage ranging from 4/ to 78 percent are shown for
Iowa, Missouri, Indiana, I1linois, and Ohio. Reductions of 10 percert or more were’
shown for Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota and Kansas. Only in the Dakotas, Nebracka,
Montana, and Colorado was the 1948 acreage larger than that of 1947.

A good set of sced was reported for South Dakota, Nebraska, and northern Minnesota,
and largeryiclds than those of 1947 are expected this year in these States, "In a
number of other States, sweetclover made a good growth and blossomed heavily, but
rains shattered out the early-set seed and madc harvesting with combines more diffi-
cult because of heavy weed growth, The United States yield of 2,77 bushels per acre
this year compares with 2,67 bushels in 1947 and the average of 2,65 bushels,

Imports of sweetclover seed during the 12-month period ending June 30, 1948 totaled
12,999,000 pounds, all of which was from Canada. This total compares with *© -
10,369,800 pounds imported a year earlier and with the 194216 average of 5,516,900
pounds,

Current domestic supplies of sweetclover seed, including production and carryover,

totaling 26,205,000 pounds of clean seed, are 17 percent smaller than in 1947 and 28
percent below the 1942-46 average.

—— e — — o — — — — — = ma Em em e e Em e e mm s e e e
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State : 1verfiz : 1947 e Inglzgted |
-------------- mgés**—"--"mﬁag‘-“-“-m%a:---
Ohio 29,780 50,000 9,200
I%lanLS 59,600 43,000 18,000
Minnesota 340,500 94,000 80,000
North Dakota 50,790 22,000 28,000 |
Scuth Dakota 41,43C 10, 500 17,600
Nebraska 52,480 43,000 73,000
Kansas 95,700 161,000 113,000
Montana 17,280 13; 500 19, 500
Colorado o 8ndze 45,000 56,000
Other States: (Ind., Mich,,
Wis., Ia., Mo., and Wyo.) 131,500 88,300 61,000
UNITED STATES 853,180 570, 300 4,80, 300
Byron Peterson
Roy Potas Roy A. Bodin
hgricultural Statisticians Agricultural Statistician
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MINNESATA COOPERATIVE RFPORTING SERVICHS
531 State Office Bldg., St. Paul, Minn.

Immediate Release g 3 : October 11, 1948
RED-CLOVER 'SEED —= 1948

MINNZSCTA: - - Minnesota's 1948 production of red-clover seed is now
estimated at 79,000 bushels, (4,740,000 pounds) of thresher-
run sced, according to the State-Fedéral Crop and Livestock Reporting Service. -Pre-
liminary reports from growers and shippers of the crop indicate that the 1948 pro-
duction will be about eight percent greater than the 1947 crop of 73,000 bushels
(4,380,000 pounds), and 12 percent above the 10-year, 1937-46, average of 70,400
bushels of thresher-run seed. Increased nroduction in 1948 is sttributed to better
yields this year than last, The total acreage ¢ut for sced is expected to be smaller

this y=sar than for 1947.

UNITED STATES: Production of red-clover seed this vear is forecast at

: 1,662,700 bushiels (99,762,000 pounds) of thresher-run seed,
compared with 1,253,800 bushels (75,228,000 pounds;) in 19L7 ond the 1937-46 average
of 1,578,300 bushels (94,698,000 pounisj. The irdicated Z3-percent inercase in pro-
duction over last ycar is due to a 27 percent increass in acrenrge and a little lar-
ger yield per acre. Production this year varied considerably, some States showing
large increases and others marked decresses. The decreas:s ure atiributed chiefly
to more wintsrkilling and dsmage from grasshoppers than usual, Larger crops this
year than last year are indiceted for New York, Ponnsylvania, Chio, Indiena, Michi-
gan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Washington. But smaller crops are reported for Ill-
inois, Iowa, Missouri, Nebraska, Kcnsas, Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky, Idaho znd
Oregens’

High prices and excellcnt demand for red-clover seed in recent years are mainly re-
~sponsible for the large acreage.this year. The 1948 acrcage is forecast at 1,759,600
acres, compared with 1,380,600 in 1947 and the 10-year averzge of 1,645,920 acres.,
The largest increases in acreage over last year are indicated for Indiana, Michigan,
and Ohio, while decreases are uwost marked for Iowa, liissouri, Kentucky, and laryleand,

A yield of .94 bushel per acre is indicated this year for the United States, compared
with (91 bushel in 1947 and the average of 1.04 bushels. Yields this year are ox-
pected to be equal to or larger then those of last ycar.in all 18 producing States
except Kansas, Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky, and Cregon. The largest incrcascs over
last year are indicated for New York, Michigen; and Icwa -(on -a“greatly reduced acre-
age). Because of high prices for red-clover seed in recent years, many low-yielding
fields were harvestcd this year that normally would not be harvested,

Loss in cleaning the 1948 crop of red-clover seed is estimated at 19.6 percent, This
is one percentage point more than the loss in 1947 and 1.4 points more than the 1942~
L6 average. Data obtained in the disposition survey made last spring and epplied tc
the revised 1947 producticn figures indicate that about 59 psrcent of the 1947 rcd-
clover sced crop was sold to dealers. If this percentage prevails this yezr and pro-
duction of clean sced turns out as forecast, dealers may be expected to handle about
47.3 million pounds of clean seed of the 1948 crop, compared with about 36.2 million
pounds of the 1947 crcp. - [ 3

In the Corn-Belt States, harvesting of red-clover seed began about £ deys earlier

this year than last., Dates on which harvesting began and was expected to begin in

Luet area and in cther States were as follows: August 22 in Kentucky, August 25 in

i=rnsas, August 27 in Missouri, August 30 in Nebraska, September 1 in Virginia, Sep~

veiher 4 in Illinois, Septumber 5 in Marylsnd, Septembor 6 in Indiana, Septumber 8

in Ohic, September 10 in Michigan, Septe?bur 11, in Iowa, Septeumber 13 in Minnesota,
over)
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September 14 in Wisconsin, September 20 in Oregon, September 26 in Pennsylvania,
September 27 in Idaho, and September 29 in New York.

Current supplies of red-clover seed, ‘including production this year and carry-over,

totaling 89,735,000 pounds of clean seed, are 18 percent larger than in 1947, but
10 percent below the 1942-46 average.

Production of Red=Clover seed, by States, Average 1937-46, Annual 1947 and
Indicated 1948

e Em e s e mm ome e e e e o e e e e s e e e e e e S e e M e S G S s G e mee e s e wwe  wme s

: Average $ : $ Indicated-

_____ e T ey aion L

- . Bushels Bushels Buchels
New York 10,890 . 9,000 16,500
Pennsylvania 2,530 17,200 : 30,000
Ohio 176,000 58,000 195,000
Indiana 165,900 £2,000 242,000
Illincis 229,200 181,000 153,000
Michigan 140,100 60,000 250,000
Wisconsin 136,500 108,000 126,000
Minnesota - 70,1400 73,000 79,000
Iowa - 169,720 97,000 70,000
Missouri 128,640 55,000 - 116,000
Nebraska 12,010 45,000 ; L4, 000
Kavisas 20, 680 "6l 000 56, 000
Masyland _ 19,680 9,800 7,000 |
Virginia 14,690 14,7.00 8,200
Keatucky 22,580 45,000 . 25,000
Idcho 150, 600 146,000 © 143,000
Vashington : 9,880 10, 400 21,000
OYSEORTINS o i R0, et v R atl N e R
UNITED STATES 1,578,300 1,253,800 1,662,700

Dt ettt T e e Y
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Production of thresher-run: _” : : . -
PAARAR, o 7ev s o s'e 5 2 s & o oinpsteat 8 250 PO 95 o OO0 08 TAg. 000

Lost in cleaning in - -
percentsges ‘(approximate) o o's s . o « » 8 182 18.6 19.6

Production of clean seed in pounds . o + « « &
Farm carry-cver in pounds. : « s s < o o ‘s e Lo
Dealer & Government carry-over in pounds . . .
Supplies (preduction clean seed plus :

carry-cver) in pounds. ¢ «.s oo o 2 99,463,600 75,775,000 89,735,000

80,652,000 61,218,000 80,238,000
11,094,000 10,560,000 - 5,130,000
7,717,600 3,997,000 - 4,367,000

* aw s = e as

H, F, Prindle :
kowv Potas ! Roy A. Bodin
fz-icultural Statisticilans Agricultural Statistician
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IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MINNESOTA CROP AND LIVSSTOCK REPORT
October 1, 1948

Total crop production for the 1948 season in Minnesota was further increased
in September by very favorable weather which permitted late maturing crops to reach
full maturity without frost damage, according to the State~Federal Crop and Live-
stock Reporting Service. Corn and flaxseed production prospects are both at record
levels., Corn maintained the excellent prospects of a month ago, while flaxseed im-
proved a half bushel per acre as late scedings benefitted from the fine late summer
weather., Soybean prospects increased 1 bushel per acre during September and, as a
result, total production this year will nearly equal last year's record crop. Late
potatoes, grown mostly in northern counties, reached full growth in early September
ahead of frost and early harvest operations indicate that yieslds are exceeding ex-
pectations of a month ago when thecre was danger that blight would cause consider-
able damage. Other spring wheat yield turned out better than expected, but for
other grain crops the yield remains the same as estimated on September 1, Principal
feed grain préduction - corn, oats, and barley - in 1948 is the largest this year
in Minnesqta for any year dating back to 1920. The production of over 1l million
tons of these important feed grains compares with about 8% million in 1947 and the
10-year (1937-46) average of slightly over 9 million tons.

Corn production is expected to total a record 253,850,000 bushels which ex-
ceeds by over 10 million the previous record crop of 243,480,000 bushels in 1944,
The record 1948 crop of unexcelled quality is based upon a pre-harvest estimated
record yield of 50 bushels per acre. The cropn escaped frost damage while the dry
weather during September was very favorable for curing the crop which farmers are
just now starting to harvest, The 1948 crop excells both the yield and quality of
the 1947 crop by a wide margin. This year's production is a third larger than in
1947 and is more than a fourth larger than average, 1937-46.

The 1948 oat crop of 201,978,000 bushels is the second largest of record and
compares with 163,332,000 bushels in 1947 when the crop was only a million bushels
smaller than average. Barley production in 1948 is estimated at 34,456,000 bushels,
a third larger than the 1947 crop but about a tenth less than the average crop for
the 1937-46 period.

The production of other spring wheat is now estimated at 16,687,000 which re-
flects an increase of nearly a half million bushels from a month ago when harvest
was not complete in northern counties. Durum wheat production at 1,116,000 bushels
is unchanged from a month ago. Total wheat production, including winter wheat, is
estimated as of October 1 at 19,207,000 bushels, nearly 1% million bushels less
than in 1947 and 6-1/3 million bushels below average for 1937-46., The smaller pro-
duction this yedr is due to a reduction in acreage grown compared with 1947 and
average.

Unusual development of late planted flaxseed caused yield prospects to increase
during September to a record 12.0 bushels per acre for the State. This record yield
tar acre cbtained from an unusually large acrcage has given the State a record flax~
«2ed crop of 19,272,000 bushels, which is nearly 44 million more than last year's
j.erge crop, 8-1/3 million more than average for the 1937-46 poriod and 2} million
bushels larger than the previous record crop of 1940, The large crop has moved to
market very rapidly under the impetus of the Government's support price for this
crop. Information now available indicates that only slightly more than a fifth of
this year's production remained on farms October 1. This compares with about 2/5
of the smaller 1947 crop remaining on farms October 1, a year agos The harvest sea-
son this year was unusually early and it is estimated that less than 5 percent of
the 1948 crop was unharvested on October 1, Most of the unharvested acreage is in
the extreme northern counties,

For soybeans, pre-harvest yield information indicates an average of 17.0 bush-
els per acre - the second highest of record since the crop became commercially im-
portant in 1934. This good yield prospect will result in a crop of 13,464,000
bushels, just under last year's record crop of 13,800,000 bushels, but nearly 43
times larger than average for the 1937-46 period when production was low because
the crop was still new to the State and grown on a small acreage on comparatively
few farms, A small proportion of the 1948 crop had been harvested by October 1 but
harvest was not expected tn become general until the second week in October.

Quality of the early harvested beans has been reported to be excellent and of very
low moisture content,



Buckwheat reached maturity with much less-than-usuzl loss to yield from frost
and other hazards. Buckwheat production is expected to total 510,000 bushels,
about 21 percent less than in 1947 because of a sharp reduction in acreage this
year, but 23 percent mores than the 1937-46 average of 414,000 bushels. Production
of buckwheat is concentrated to a considerable extent in Crow Wing and Morrison
counties. Dry field pea and dry edible bean, production prospects remain the same
as a month ago, while the tobacco yield is above earlier expectabions. Apple pro=-
duction in the 8 commercial Minnesota counties to which the estimate applies, is
estimated at 53,000 bushels, an increase of 13,000, bushels over a month ago, based
on more complete yield information. The 1948 crop of apples for dthe area mentionsd
is, however, only a fifth of last year'!s crop of 272,000 bushels and is less than a
third as large as average for the 10 ysars, 1937-46. Nearly all of the production
in 1948 is in the LaCrescent area of Houston county. September weather was ideal
for the harvest of vegetable crops such as onions, tomatoss, and mzlons. Large,
good-quality crops of late cabbage and carrots are now being harvested.

Hay preducticn at the State level remains unchanged from a month ago as im-
provement in some western countics was offset by poor development of annual hays in
the eastern counties where it has been unusually dry all season. Alfalfa production
is now estimated at 1,769,000 tons out of a total of all kinds equal to 5,033,000
tons. This volume of all hay is 11 percent short of 1947 and 23 pcreent less than
average., =astern counties are especially short of hay and roughage, particularly
those outside of the corn growing area, Farmers appear to be making special effort
to supplement the hay supply by greater use of corn as silage, forage. and fodder in
. areas where hay is short and corn is grown. The supply of hay is the lowest since
the drought year 1936, but with a sharp reduction in livestock on Parms the amount
o hay per hay-consuming unit is about cquel to other recent years, g

The supply of old corn and soybeans (from 1947 and previous crops) stored on
farms October 1 represented only a small percentage of the 1947 production. Stocks
o’ old corn totaled 6,364,000 bushels or 4 percent of last year's corn crop, compar-
¢ with 10,818,000 bushels cn Octcber 1, 1947. Soybean stocks of 207,000 bushels
(0ld crop) were larger than on October 1 a year ago because of the much larger pro-
duetion in 1947. Farm stocks of soybeans on October 1, this year, were equal to
enly 1% percent of the preceding year's production compared with 2 percent a year
azo. A11 wheat stored on Minnesota farms on October 1, 1948 totalsd 13,061,000
bushels, compared with 15,062,000 bushels on October 1, 1947 and the 1937-46 October
1 average of 16,926,000, Fzrmers have marketed the 1948 crop at about the same rate
as in recent years. Oat stocks of 171,681,000 bushels on farms October 1, 1948,
were the second largest October 1 stocks in records cating back to 1926, The curr-
env farm supply of oats is 38 million larger than on Qctober 1 a year ago, when the
supply was nearly 5-3/4 million less than average., Barley stocks on farms at
22,775,000 bushels on October 1 are nearly twice those of a year ago and ars sub-
stantially larger than for any year within the short pericd of record which starts
in 1945. Rye stocks of 1,294,000 bushels are ‘also nearly twice those cf a year ago
and are likewise much above October 1 stocks for years included in the record or
since 1945.

Milk production declined seasonally during September but at 495 million pounds
is the lowest September production in records which start in 1932, The decrease in
volume of milk production compared with other years is the result of the sharp de-
cline which has occurred in recent years in the number of milk cows on farms. The
rate of production per milk cow in herd of crop correspondents of 13.6 pounds,
equals the record rate reached on Qctober 1, 1936 and is otherwise the highest rate
for any October 1 in records dating back to 1925. The September production of 495
million pounds compares with 508 million in Septem>21 1947 and the 10-year (1937-46)
average of 547 million pounds. Pastures were in belouw-average condition on Qctober
1 as a result of drought, particularly in the eastern counties. At the State level,
pastures were 68 percent of normal on October 1, 19.8 -cmpared with 75 .percent on
Oztober 1, 1947 and the 10-year (1937-46) October-1 average of 77 percent. (Crop re-
porters were feeding 3.3 pounds of grain per cow on Cctober 1, 1948, compared with
only 2.2 pounds on October 1, 1947 and 2.6 pounds October 1, 1946, Some farmers,
on October 1, in the driest areas where pastures were poorest, were also feeding hay
and roughage to cattle as a supplement to the small amount of feed which was being
derived from pastures.

Egg production during September was the highest for that month for the pericd

of record or since 1925. The September production of 229 million eggs exceeded the

1947 volume by 3 million and the previous September reccrd of 227 million in 1946 by
-2 million eggs. The September rate of lay, encouraged by favorable weather and
better care resulting from high prices for eggs and lower feed costs, at 1,248 eggs
per 100 layers is 7 percent higher than the previous Septzmber recard set last year.
The number of layers on farms averaged 5 percent lower in September 1948 than in
September, 1947 and numbers are now the lowest since September, 1942,

Roy Potas Harold F. Prindle Roy A. Bodin
Agricultural Statisticians,
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MINNESOTA COOPERATIVE REPORTING SERVICE
531 State Office Bldg., St. Faul, Minn,

Immediate Release October 13, 1948
DECREASED HONEY PRODUCTION REPORTED FOR 1948

MINNESOTA: Based on preliminary reports from Minnesota beekeepers, the 1948

honey crop is estimated at 20,300,000 pounds--only slightly less
than the estimated 1947 crop of 20,332,000 pounds. Increased average production per
colony for 1948 largely offset decreases in the total number of colonies in the
State, consequently total production this year is nearly equal to the total produc~
tion for 1947. The estimated number of colonies of bees decreased from 299,000 col-
onies in 1947 to 290,000 colonies for 1948, However, the average honey production ’
per colony increased from 68 pounds in 1947 to 70 pounds for 1948,

Beekeépers reported a favorable start for the honey seeson this year, but dry weath-
er during the early summer months retarded the growth of nsctar plants, However,
timely rains apparently brought about a better than expected honey flow from late
Crops. :

Minnesota continues to be the second-largest honey producing State in the country.
The leading honey producing States this year are California, Minncsota, New York,
Ohjo, Florida, Michigan, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, Iowa and Montana, ranking in the
order named. Jowa dropped from first place last year to ninth this year and Califor-
nia regained. first place, ; 1 = ' :

UNITED STATES: For the United States, the 1948 honey crop is estimated at

206,935,000 pounds--9 percent less than last year's crop. This
estimate is based on mid-September reports from about 5,000 beekeepers including
farm and non-farm apiaries. Average production of honey per colony of 36.1 pounds
compares with 38.6 pounds last year and the 1942-46 average cf 38.2 pounds. The 1948
crop.is being produced by about. 5,726,000 colonies or 3 percent fewer than last' year,
In mid-September, producers had 97,641,000 pounds of honey on hand for sale, compor-
ed with 80,550,000 pounds a year cerlier. _

Production-in thé North Central States is much below that of last year mainly because
of the very poor yields per colony obtained in the area comprising Nebraska, Iowa,
Illinois and Wisconsin, A late March freeze caused a heavy loss of clover and other
honey plants in most of this area, All other States in the North Central group have
colony yields above a year ago, The South Central region is producing a crop 24 per
cent smaller than last year., California, Montana, and Colorado all have gocd crops.
The Western group of States as & whole have a crop about 17 percent .above that.of
last year. The South Atlantic region is moderately down from last ycar mainly due
to North Carolina's small crop. The crop in'the North Atlantic regicn is about the
same as last year, ‘ . ' : Sk

Honey yields per colony in the ten leading honey States are quite variable and in
sharp contrast to yields last year. Iowa shows a drop in per coleny yield from 96 to
30 pounds, Wisccnsin from 55 to-38 pounds, Nebraska from 100 to 50 pounds, Texas from
42 to 24 pounds, States showing largest increases over last year are California from
36 to 51 pounds, Colorado from 65 to 90 pounds, Michigan from 35 to 45 pounds, Indi-
ana-from 22 to 39 pounds, Ohio from 24 to 32 pounds, and Pennsylvania from 35 to 43
pounds. Both New York and Minnesota have yields not much different from last year,

Estimated stocks of honey on hand for sale in mid-September were 97,641,000 pounds,
compared with 80,550,000 pounds last year. Honey stocks are above those of last year
In all regiocns of the country except the South Central.

H. ¥, Prindle and Roy Potas ' “ Roy A. Bodin
Agricultural Statistieian - Agricultural Statistician
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and LR 3l b n i : : o et ¢ producer's hand
Division : 1947 2, 1948 : 1947 . 1948 : 1947 : 1945 =0£ §3Pt4 15, 1948_

-------- Thousands ~ ~ ~ T Pounds ~ =~ ~ ~ “Thousand Pounds
Maine 8 7 22 19 176 133 60
N.H. A A 31 37 124 148 92
Vt. 9 9 48 33 432 297 193
Mass, 2l 2L 25 20 600 480 168
R.I, W 23 22 23 22 10
Conn, 19 18 36 33 684 594 267
N,Y, | 219 219 60 57 13,140 12,483 5,617
N.J, 33 31 19 35 627 1,085 282
S PR 2P s Al A5 . 2 MR n RS [ LB T VS 2,469  _
Bl & o e s 2. L HBL LT T bho2 _ 46,7 22,831 T22,72f T " " T 7 94158
Chio 373 321 24 32 8,952 10,272 3,290
Ind. 198 172 22 39 4,356 6,708 3,351,
111, 232 216 29 20 6,728 1,320 3,067
Mich, 204, 173 35 45 7,140 7,785 4,282
Wiseo b g 212y, Lo 295 Lrec 85 nr o B8 ARY660. - TbIBizan s ol YS9k
Bellolol L w0 2a@000 S LT - o L BLa95) 0 330910 984835 796,495 sno st ot IRL6RTT
Minn, 299 290 68 70 ~ 20,332 20,300 8,323
Iowa 251 246 96 30 24,096 7,380 4,502
Mo. 209 203 23 22 4,389  L;L66 983
N.Dak, 23 21 56 90 1,288 - 1,890 1,153
S.Dak, 8318 17 76 85 2368 <1005 1,012
Nebr, 55 55 100 50 5,500 2,750 688
e RS R N R e T 1,430
WNCaZ on o F L9 1898 i i6kB T Th8:T/059,533 i85 T:0 T T.1a000sT
Del, - 3 3 30 28 90 e .84 17
Md. 30 31 26 36 - 780 - 1,116 502
Va, 145 154 32 2 4,640 3,696 1,441
N, Va, - 107 116 21 18 - 2247 - 2,088 397
N.C. 173 187 36 22 6,228 1,1l 453
S.C, 66 66 20 13 1,320 858 . 223
Ga., - 225 232 19 235t isRTS oBy386000, 1L 1,441
L R e (N 00 e BRI S B VR0 8,150 et ha895. _
Sifloy [T E 7 Hh i 1o 2887 VDI 89k TL 88 8RN TR0 "ob isT Y IS ITgRngT
Ky 208 193 17 13 3,536 ~ 2,509 251
Tenn. 189 185 22 18 43158 3,330 866
Ala, 192 202 15 16 3,264 3,232 646
Miss., 80 82 20 18 1,600 1,476 531
krk. 9L 101 21 22 1,974 2,222 &89
La. 87 96 22 20 1,91, ' 1,920 430
Okla. 6L 58 35 33 2,240 1,914 957
Rexy vl s b e T e R e g Al S SR ASIBGE g taat o dd 2,038 _
Bk i 1,206 _ 1,200 _ _ _ 25,7 _ 19.5 30,950 "23,395- 1T T 7T T 6,658_
Mont,, [9A 61, 70 113 4,480 ~ 7,232 3,761
Idaho 169 . 172 40 35 6,760 6,020 5,418
Wyo, L2 34 34 Th 13428 . 2,516 1,736
.Colo, 75 76 65 90 4875 6,310 45993
N,Mex, 19 20 45 45 855 900 846
Ariz, 63 63 .64 49 4,032 3,087 2,254
Utah s i 52 /iy 5. 2,475 2,860 2,488

Nev, BL ¢ A 70 B “ 610 851, Sl
Wash, 77 i 50 28 3,850 2,156 949

. Oreg. - 69 64 33 32 2,277 « 2,048 1,147
Salif, _ _ _ _ B0 o o BhS Logoged 360 B Susdb, 990002 SIRY 1 s il Rl RN,
Wegh, _ — 2 1,116 _ 1,078 _ _ _ _43.5 _ 752.9 48,852 57,055 T~ ~ T ~ 25267k _
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STATE-FEDERAL CROP & LIVESTOCK; REPORTING. SERVICE
531 State Office Building, St. Paul 1, Minn,

October 29, 1948

TO OPERATORS OF ELEVATORS AND WAREHOUSES IN MINNESQTA:

The report which follows has been prepared from information supplied to the
Department by farmers and operators of mills, elevators and warehouses, An expres-
sion of appreciation is dirccted to all who rendered valuable service by cooperating
in the October 1 survey cof grain stocks. The next guarterly grain stocks survey
will be made as of January 1, 1949, at which time your assistance will again be need-
ed, R

GRAIN STOCXS OCTOBER 1, l94§1_” TH COMPLRISONS

MINNESOTAs The supply of old corn in all positions on October 1, 1948, is esti-

mated at 6 +941,000 bushels which is only 50 percent of the amount in
storage a ycar ago, and is about a million bushels under the small supply on Octo-
ber 1, 1946, The 1948 record crop of-corn is being harvested very rapidly sc a
liberal supply of corn is now available for feeding and commercial use even though
the carry-over of old corn in all positions is the smallest since 1937.

Wheat suprlies in off-farm positicns were larger on October 1 than in any of
the past four seasons while the supply on farms wes the smallest in four years.
About 29 million bushels of wheat wore stored off the farms, Octcber 1, 1948, com-
pared with 213 million on October 1, 1947, and 17 million on October l 1946, The
form: stored su?ply of wheat, 13 mJlllon bthcls, compares with 15 mll1lon, October 1,
1947, ebout 183 mllllon, October 1, 194€, and 14 million on Octobev 1,0 3945,

0:t stocks on October 1 totaled 180 million bushels in all p051t10ns com?ured
with 145 million October 1, 1947, and 163 million, October 1, 1946, .All but 83
mllien buschels of the largu October 1 supply this year was stored on farms., Ferm
stocks of barley on October 1, 1948, were nearly twice October 1 stocks a year ago
while off-farm stocks were: 22 million bushels lower. Total barley stocks of 43 mil-
lion bushels compare with '35 million on October 1, 1947, and 31 million on October 1,

1946..
MINNESOTa'GRAIN STOCKS ON OCTORER 1 WITH COMPARISONS

S T ToRrR R - T T B REE S e T e

STOCKS -~ 3 <Oct. 1,% Oct. 1, :Oct.l,Avg: .Oct, 1, ¢ .Oct. 1,: Oct. 1, : Oct. 1,
AKRRCWENNN S PO . ry, e _Qﬁﬂi H@_L-l%S AR

Thousand Bushedls _

Corn, 0ld 1,690 577- 27,048 10,818 6,361, 12, 508 6,941
Wheat 21,519 49,83 . . 16,926 15,062 13,061 36,581 42,892
Oats 11,232 8,571 39,622 133,932 171,681 145,164 180,252
Barley 21,511 19,010 .2/11,237 13,69L 23,775 35,205 42,785
Rye 3,466 Ly 355 2/ 578 763 1,294 4,229 5,649
Soybeans g i 2/ 103 107 207 3/ 3/
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1/ Includes commercial stocks reported by Grain Branch, P.l.A.,, at terminals
2/ Short-time average, 1944-46,
3/ Not available,

Roy Fotas and H., F, Prindle Roy A. Bodin
Agricultural Statisticians Agricultural Statistician
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UNITED STATES: Wheat: Relatively large stocks of 1,142 million bushels of wheat

were in storage in all positions Cctober 1, 1548. This total is
the third largest of record, nearly equaling that of October 1, 1941, but falling
far short of the 1,372 million bushels in storage October 1, 1942, It is only cone -
percent larger than a year ago.,’ From the supply of 1,479 million bushels on July 2 I8
(carryover of 195,726,000 plus new production of 1,283,770,000 bushels) disappear-
ance to October 1 is computed at 337 million bushels., This compares with 321 mill-
ion bushels in the same quarter of 1947, ncarly 304 million in 1946, and over 367
million bushels for the same period in 1945.

Rye: Rye stocks of nearly 24 million bushels in all positions on Octcber 1,
19/8, are larger tien on October 1 of the past 3 years, but are much smaller than in
1943 and 1944, the only other years of comparable record. Over 14 million bushols
of the total were still on farms, Both farm and off-fain stocks are the largest in
L years,

01ld €orn: Only 126 million bushels of old corn remained in all pesitions cn
October 1, 1948. This is the smallest carryover of corn in the 6 years of comparable
record, although it is probeble that total October 1 stocks in 1935 and 1937 were
much smaller. Nearly 115 million bushels. of this total were on farms and nearly 10
million bushels were in interior mills, elevators and warchouses, - i

Oats_and Barley: Stocks of oats in all positicns on Cctober 1 totaled 1,252
million bushels of which less than 64 million bushels werc in off-farm storarcs.,
The current total has been exceeded only on October 1, 1945. Barley stocks of rear-
1y 297 million bushels are the largsst since Uctober 1, 1943, and about one-fifth
larger than in the past three years.

._—-.--.—o-.-—---——..-..—.----———-—----——---.—-—-——.—._——u-.—-—w—-—-—-—_

= : o 4 0cbs 1, #'0ctsy 1, ¢ July 1, % Oct, 1
SRR el R pae 1946 : 1947 " :- 198 | ¢ 1948
Thousand Bushels

(On Farms 1/ _ 551,669 610,300 94,312 542,891

(Commodity Credit Corp.-2/ _ 2,184 3,990 2,530 3,960

Wheat (Terminals 3/ . 103,595 175,069 34,065 219,111
(Merchant Nills 1/ 4/ 114,463 135,346 34,240 129,233
______ (Int. ¥ills, Flev, & Whses,1/5/ _ 177,351 _ (203,338 _ 30,579 _ 246,938
TOTAL _ _ _ _ ol T o i o, SHDEOR . 1,128,003 196 986" 1,142,193
(On Farms 1/ 9,829 13,482 1,700 11,028

Rye (Terminals 3/ _ 1,126 3,824 531 Ly 4,69
______ (Int. Mills,Flov.&Whses.l/ 5/. _ _ 2,213 _ _ 1,328 _ 1,116 _ _ 5,310
e RN T £ N L e | 13,168 _ _ 21,634 _ 3,347 _ 23,837
' . "(On Ferms 1/ e o 153,003 254,210 426,533  11},550
0ld (Terminals 3/ TRCTAN 7,910 5,210 "3 590
Corn_ _ _ _(Int. Mills,Elev.& Whses.1/5/ _ Aas 279 _ _ 23,474 26,065 _ _ 9,853
SOURD  pe me o by e e 172,926 _ "285,594 " _457,808_ — 123,925
(On” Farms 1/ 1,147,713 964,340 171,479 1,188,320

Oats (Terminals 3/ 20, 319 26,644 1,841 18,902
_____ ~ (Int. ¥ills,Flev.& Whses.1/5/ 45,48k _ o 48,168 12,132 - L4, 616
EOT_AL ________ s | JO TV N PN T | l; _2_1_3,_3 53—_ _14_029.'1,122_‘ _1515.1.‘,4-._,2_ .L:.2..5.1_'! .tf’.3§
o (On Farms 1 159,635 ~ 160,403 ~ 26,600 - 210,178
" Barley (Torminals 3/ 18,248 274 byl 6,740 .. . 19,25l

57,506 58,936 _ 18,251 67,222

— e s o e e e e e m— — o — g e i N — e e S e

TOTAL 235,389 _ 246,783 ~ 51,591 " 296,65k

1/ Estimates of the Crop Reporting Board. 2/ Ownéd by CCC, stered in their own

steel and wooden bins and in transit, 3/ Commercial stocks reported by Gralin Branch,

PMA at 40 terminal qities.ﬁ/ﬁ/ Mills roporting to the Bureau of the Census on mill-
All

ings and stccks of flour, off-farm storages not ctherwise designated for each
grain
B -



State-Federal Crop Reporting Service, State Office Bldg., St. Paul, Minn, Page 3
Stocks of corn, oats, barley and rye, shown below by States, are for all off farm
positions, Stocks in interior mills, elevators and warehcusvs, as estimated by the
Crop Reporting Board of the Bureau of Agricultural Heonomies, are combined-with com-
mercial stocks at terminals, as reported by the Grain Eranch cof the Production and
Marketing Administration, to obtain these State totals. ]

OFF FARML/STOCKS OF FEED GRAINS, OCT. 1, 1948, WITH CCiPARISONS

- e e e e e e mee  Gmm wmm e e e s M Gmm e s M e S e e e S e s e -

Lo +2/Shelled & BerCorn:_ _ _Dats_ _ _ : _ _Barley _ _:__ _ Y2 il
At T 8 Foaow7 P oaue Pogwr Poague oo D 18
PThousand Bushels
N.Eng. 265 232 449 430 73 e AL R s
N.Y. 1,189 264 5,502 3,963 1,621 1,756 L0 L
N.J. 118 99 215 140 91 L% . 19 5
Pa. ' 512 260 433 1,015 156 189 41 369
Ohio 1,55 688 2,469 2,476 176 49 309 A7 18
Ind. 1,668 - 752 1,726 2,063 40 25 . 150 164
Taix, -0, 657 3,289 8,980 10,878 3,000 3,233 233 909
Uich, 301 401 738 10 L76 %* S Py
Wis. 564, o e i I e QO . SSE LE L ACE . R
Minn, 1Y Bet BN N 252 8,871 235 19,010 3,466 . 4,355
Icwa 3,864 1,256 9,100 9,263 575 362 * %
Mo, 1,800 W 3179 101, 100 374 19 .:225
N.Dak, ' 59 80 4,623 3,911 6,852 6,635 793 837
S.Dak, 663 129 4,906 3,582 2,066 2,035 736 . 575
Nebr, 2,408 657 3,04, 2,386 613 558 683 .. 320
Kans, : 617 13, 1,735 603 509 o R RS
Del, - 23 67 23 28 -l - 3 g - s
Md, ' 340 199 95 530 147 556 71 29
Va. - 292 - 185 197 175 91 75 . 150 16
w,Va, ' 51 30 12 18 1 il U s 1
N.C. 157 122 261 175 42 22 20 Nl
%.C, 33 19 315 95 2 8 3 . 2
Ga. 140 42 178 175 6 3 L
Ky. 532 390 143 199 23 LR 355 .+ 533
Tenn, 4,61 105 616 679 196 53 5 13
Na, - 40 7 28 123 0 0 * . %
Miss, 26 13 229 130 18 14 * %*
Ark, 26 10 122 123 7 3 * 3*
La. : a9 0 91 5 0 0 o, o
Okla, 60 - 3 703 428 43 56 - -
Tex., 149 8 1,793 685 115 - 140 3.4 .30
Mont . 10 10 300 330 2,025 3,125 o
Idaho 26 . SRR B 724 2,33 2,617 " '57 34
Wyo. _ 2 5 146 " 46 T4 - 64 & ' sl
Colo, 221, 149 306 160 1,381 1,119 9 3
N.Mex. 3 - 16 25 17 22 i
Ariz, 2 L 75 67 8Ll 2,220 * 3
Utah 20 29 97 71 809 1,058 % %*
Nev, 2 A < Sl =+ w200~ » W B 25 %* 3*
Wash, 103 53° 25945 803 - ‘3,937 3,586 9 105
Orege - 90 2. - 1758 L4828 - .3;809 L5909 108 59
Calif, 611 o300 Q98T - 2,008 H5,900 - 22,632 55 38
R il L T N o g AR e gl A 1 R . 878
. 8. _ _ 3L,38L _ _1L,375 _ T4,BI2_ 63,513 86,380 _ 8B,A76 _ €152 9,809  _
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State iAveragei 100" Tloue | dgi7 G AG8 1 1947 1 lk8 | 1947 1948
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T h cusea n d B ubBhes ] - P

N.Eng, = 252 197 g b K- Cjon s 16, LR, o590 + 528 539
NoY. - 3,29 3,270° 9,328 el 032‘ 8,852 21,1 24,506 26,541 30,975
N.d, - 142 112 125 - e -658 694 .. 1,727 '~ 15506
Pa. . 1;153 780 680 : 1, 210' 1,000 4,208 . L,515 15,579 13,967
Ohio 3,192 " 4,532 3,892 8 580 % 18,947 16,387 40,029 37,564
Ind. 2,93, 2,166 3,145  3,76L 2,89, 7,283 7,071  18;384 16,153
x5 s B 2,913 2,904 2,942 5,074 « 5,075 16,187 18,763. .23,033 26,07k
Mich, 2,030 3,551 3,396 2,410 2,56l 5,961 5,960, " 23,245 25,169
Wis, L4, 112 94 * ¥ 7,160 14,046 9,590 1€,556
Minn, 5,332 2,243 3,369 8,957 7,762 21,519 29,831 36,581 42,892
Iowa 1,256 639 1,218 181 . 2,610 7,252, 11,748 8,163 13,360
Mo, 2,368 1,655 1,389 12,479 12,499 48,709 48,504 )6 529 59,500
N.Dak., 28,592 26,681 30,100 1,255 616 27,936 30,716 1J0,1e3 128,721,
S.Dak. 6,941 5,871 5,450 $229 211 6,300 5,661 . 43,640 39,655
Nebr. 6,662 9,333 10,563 3,727 4,525 19,804 27,664 62,245 66,946
Kans, 25,248 40,206 44,812 24,000 20,125 104,922 107,906 * 242,539 192,024
Del, 26 72 69 i 65 145 134 “hod 276
Md, 529 316 199 61,7 598 4,00l 3,802 ' 6,247 53205
Va, 459 277 33 . 3,000 1486 1,769 | 2,131 6,030 = 6,562
W,Va, 69 18 73 89 79 107 152 L,ar6 10159
N.C. 278 264 230 915 753 1,179 983 © 5,066 3,540
S.C. 91 7 10 480 438 487 48 1,837 L2008
Ga, L9 94 57 112 160 206 217 1,651 13136
Ky 1,313 358 ]/l 3,575 3,460 5,006 . 4,749 6,260 5,750
Tenn, 858 4,52 239 1,842 1,216 3,962 3,122 5,415 4,608
Ala, 2L 31 11 * * 210 115 249 1€y
Miss, 3/ 30 21 70 # * L9 90 233 198
Ark, 33 10 31 - - 10 - 3 189 - 253
La. - - -- - - 200 2,292 200 2,292
Okla. 8 310 13,200 14,952 7,502 8,388 37,708 a3,577 64,939 62,931
Tex, 9 099 15,562 14,565 12,467 14,127 42,489 16,644  T2,314 60,728
Mont . 11,391 10,704 16,660 4,000 3,000 14,704 19,660 52,655 ,,oel
Idaho 13,015 13,525 11,325 2,210 2,20L 15,735 13,529 29,012 26,498
Wyo. 208 143 347 373 # =516 *696 45930 3,833
Colo, 3,525 5,676 4,531 2,389 2,885 8,937 8,647 40,825 32,033
N:Mex, - 158 500 585 100 115 600 700 3026 1,700
Ariz, 201 113 -135 219 300°° 332 1,35 - 1,50 632
Utah 1,048 1,400 1,450- 2,956 3,167 5,980 7,317 10,5086 12,333
Nev, 135 cral 75 -— e 75 540 5 57
Wash, 35,994 27,966 44,580 4,011 a,év? 3,64 55,062 - LT,594 *27
Oreg, 12,721 8,400 ‘15;200° 2,14k 2,450 13,086 22.100° - 18,027 30 355
Calif, 4,285 1,893 2,213 1,049 1,675 2,945 3,970 5,110 6,758
Unallo- ; :
gabedR. . pe _riiws o ose. G RES 9245 3,290 _ _3,960 ~32990_ s 3,960 _
U. S. 195,133 203,338 246,938 135,346 129,233 517,743 599,242 1,128,043 1,142,133

-u-_——-—-————-—u-—--_——-—_—.-u-_-———q—--—o—-—--—“———--q-—-—_-_

*Unallocated - to avoid disclosing individual operztions,

1ot Includes, in additicn to stocks in Intericr Mills, Elevatcrs & Warchouses and
Merchant Mills, commercial stocks reported by Grain Branch, PM,4., at terminsls,
and an estimate of these owned by Commodity Credit Coroorqtlon which are in transit,
2/ Off farm total plus farm stocks, 3/ Short-tine average,
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MINNESOTA CROP AND LIVESTOCK REPCRT
November 1, 1948

The total production of major crops in Minnesota during 1942, estimated
on November 1 at over 1834 million tons, exceeds 1947 by 14 percent and the 10~
vear (1937-46) average by nearly 5% percent, Late maturing crops, such as corn
and soybeans, are yielding above preharvest expectations on the basis of reports
of actual production received from farmers up to iloverber 1 by the State-Federal
Crop and Livestock Reporting Service., The feed grain supply oa Minnesota faras
is at a new record level; a third more than in 1947 and a fourth were than aver-
age, 0il crop production - flaxseed and soybeans - is now estimated at just
under a million tons, following & sharp upturn in the yield return of soybeans,
The 1948 production of these two crops is a sixth more thaa the large 1947 out-
turn and is more than double the 10-year (1937-46) avorage. A record yield of
potatoes per acre was obtained in 1942 but total production is slightly lower
than in 1947 because of a sharp reduction in zcreage planted. The hay situs-
tion is unchanged from a month 2go at which time it was estimated that the 1948
crop was a ninth smaller than in 1947 and nearly a fourth below average.

Minnesota's 1948 corn crop has 'exceeded all expectations. Harve J
tions were neering completion by November 1 and recent reports from farmers in-
dicate that most of them have experienced the best corn year within their mem-
ories, In the main corn area, yields of 60 to 80 bushels are very common and
reportad yields of 80 bushels and over are notaed rather frequently. A few farm-
ers have reported yieclds in excess of 100 bushels. Usually however, the acreage
in the cases of very high yields is small and for other reasons these yields are
very much the exception to those preveiling in any community. Yiclds are aver-
aging between 60 and 70 bushels per acre in most of the south central counties;
55 to 65 bushels in southwestern and southcastorn counties, and 45 to 55 bushels
in west central counties. At thc State level, production is estimated at a
record 264,004,000 bushcls for ell purposcs, based upon en averege yicld of
52,0 bushels. This maey be compared with 191,041,000 bushels 2nd 2 yield per
acre of 36,5 bushels in 1947 and the 10-year (1937-46) average of 201,234,000
bushels and yield of 40.5 bushels.

Soybean production is estimated at 14,652,000 bushzls, an increese of
over one million bushels from a month ago. Late pleanted beans reached full
maturity without frost damage and, as a result, the percent of beans for harvest
as grain is higher than anticiveted. The yield per acrc is clso above expecta-
tions as combining opsrations have revealed production to be larger than most
farmers anticipated. The record 1948 crop is nearly a million bushels larger
than the 1947 crop =nd is nearly 5 times larger than the 10-year (1937-46)
average,



The potato crop moved from fields under very favorehle harvesting conditions,

Preliminary reports based on actual digging operations reveal no change in the
production prospect of a moath ago. Production for 1943 is expscted to totel
14,300,000. bushals based upon.a record yield of 130 bushels per scro. The 1947
crop was equal to 14,520,000 bushels, while the average procuction for the 10-
year, 1937-46 period was 19,334,000 bushels, An umusual feature of the 1948
sroduction situation is the very high proportion of produchbion which has occurred
on highly comercialized farms, Large acrecges of potetoes on pcat or other
lands which respond to scieatific hondliag are producing vory high yiclds, somc
up to 600 and 700 bushels per acrz. Inu contrast, 2 lerge number of fermers who
peisc only o small rcreags such &8 an aerce or aven a fraction of &n aecre for
their own usc oftan obtain yiells of onl:- 23 tn 50 bushols per acie as vhoy did
this yoar beezusa of the drv wsoothur:

Milk proiuctica durine Qetober tiin yosr 1s estimnated at 495 million pounds,
P

thé same ar a monbh 220, wh 2 perscnt highor than 2 joar aso. Fhe nunher
of cows milked dariig October was dbotl 5 porcant below o yoer 2go, but this de=
croase in numler ¢ cows miliced was more than offsct by & rucard iiigii production
per cow. A limited emcunt ol food was eveilable froa pastarcs on Noveaber 1, but
an abuadance of hemegrown grain crops favored ¢onsidorable supplamentel focding,
The rate of production per cow in herds on Novesber 1 at 14.0 pounds is the high-
est since reeords are available dating back to 1925, On the othor hand, the
number of cows milkod during October this year, ot 1,414 thonsand head, is tho
lowast number for October on recard, or going back to 1932.

Pasture condition wes below sverags, on November 1 as & rcsult of below
normal precipitation during October. At the Stote level, pasture condition was
58 pcreent of normel compared with 74 percent a year 2go and the 1937-46 mverage
of 71 percent.

Minnesota farm flocks laid 214 million eggs during Octobor this yoar,
This can ba compared with 213 million for tho some month = yecar ago and 215
million for 1946, Txcept for 1946, this yesr's Octobor preduction is the highest
of record or since 1925. The rate of lay per 100 hons on Novembor 1, at 33.5
eggs, is the highest on' record, On the semc date a year ago, the average was 3l.1
and in 1946, 30.3 eggs per 100 layors. However, tho averazo numbor of layers dur-
ing the month of October was 20,449,000 compared with 21,346,000 for Qctober 1947,
a decreasc of 4 porcent. : ?

B T e T

Roy Potas Harold Prindle Ro; A. Bodin, Agr'l, Statisticians
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BGG AND MILK PRODUCTION

EGS PRODUCTION: Ezg production on Minnesota farms during November

1948 was almost maintained at near record levels due
to the highest production per layer on record., Production was estimated at 233
million eggs, 5 percent above November 1947 and 71 percent larger than the 10=-
year (1937-46) average of 136 million eggs. The number of layers on farms during
Noveamber was about 7 percent lower than for the corresponding month a year earlier.
.Therefore, the high production is due entirely to ; high rate of lay. Closer
culling of flocks, improvement in feeding techniques, better housing and the high
price of ezgs have been factors reflecting the high rate of lay. On December 1
this year the rate of lay was 40.5 eggs per 100 hens, compared with only 9.6 in
1925. The rate has been gradually increasing each year since that time to equal
the present record rate of lay. It was not until December 1, 1939 that the rate
of lay was more than 20 eggs per 100 layers.
MIL¥X PRODUCTION: Milk production on Mimnesota farms during llovember

1948 was estimated at 503 million pounds, about 7
percent more than the 468 million pounds produced during the same aonth in 1947.
However, the November 1948 production is still below the 1lO-year (1937-46) average.
for this month. Milk production per cow, favored by mild weather and a record
hish level of grain feeding, was the highest on record dating back to 1932,

Numbers of milk cows on farms, however, were the smallest for the month since 1930.

Roy Potas Harold F. Prindle Roy A. Bodin, Agr'l. Statisticians.
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Total aggregate production of the major crops produced in 'finnesota during
1943 was 17 percent higher than a year ago and 8 percent above the 1937-46 aver-
age, according to the Minnesota Crop and Livestock Reporting Service. With total
production of major crops eauivalent to 19,0 million tons, the 1948 all-crop pro-
duction is the highest of .record. All-time record production of corn, soybeans,
and flaxseed and high producticn of cats and barley contributed to malte:1943 an
outstanding crop year. Many favoring conditions helped to mske this a banner
year, namely, better seed varieties, extensive use of fertilizer, chemnical weed
control and, above all, generally ideal weather conditions' over most of the State
permitted planting and harvesting of crops at the right time. Nuring the spring
planting season farm activity was from two to three weeks earlisr than a year ago
except in extreme northwestern counties where crop progress was delayed due to
flooded conditions, Althonch early in the sezson some east central aad northsast-

‘ern counties began to feel the effects of dry wesather, other ereas were benafitted

by timely rains with grain crops showing good top growth., Weether conditions were
also very favorable for harvesting of grain crops with only liaited areas being
damaged by excessive wet weather, Ideal weathsr conditions continued into late
Noveaber, permitting the harvesting of late meturing crops ahesd of schedule and
the advancement of farm work, especially plowing. Total acreage harvosted for the
important crops was 19.0 million acres, about 2 perceat above the 18.7 million
harvested in 1947. Yields per acre-of all major crops were high in 1948 with all-
time record yields ettained in corn, flax, soybeans, and potatoss. To offset
higher crop production, lower farm pricss hav: resulted in the value of production
for 1948 of 853 million dollars or 10 perceat below the record value of 944 mill-
ion for the 1947 crop. This is the velue of the crops produced on the, farm and
docs not reflect the usa. of much of tha production as livestock feced and seed pur-
poscs. '

The 1942 production of the thraz fced grains - corn, oats, and barlsy =
amount to 11,7 million tons, the hishest of récord and can be comparcd with about
8.6 million tons in 1947. Tho totel supply of focd grain (including carryover)
is edqual to almost 12% million tons or 1.52 tons for cach grain-consuming animal
unit, compared with 1.07 tons per unit during the 1947 scason. On' thc other hand,
the supply of hay eand roughage at 11.4 million tons is thc lowest since the

. drought yoar 1936, but is equal to 4,08 tons for cach hay-consuning animal unit

comparced with 3,99 tons during the 1947 scason,

' The rccord 1948 corn crop of 272 million bushels is 42 percent larger
than the 191 million produced in 1947 and is 35 perecent above the 1937-46 average
of 201 million bushels., This ycar's crop was harvested from 5,182,000 acres, 1
percent less then 1947. The rccord 1948 yicld of 52.5 bushels per acre wos 16
bushels higher than 1947 and 12 bushcls ebove averagze.  The estimates rclate to

- carn for zll purposes including corn for grain and an equivalent production of

corn used for silage, foddeor, hogged down and pasturc. Of the total aersage har-
vested, about 84 percent wes for grain, 1l percent for silage end 5 percent for
fodder, hogged down and pasturs. In most arcas of the State, corn was plantea
early under gencrally idcal weather conditions. In latc Ilay and early Junc, soil
conditions werc dry and in somc centrzl countics on light, sendy soil thc crop
showzd poor gormination. Timcly roins latc in June revived crop prospects so that
by July 15 tho crop was two to thrce woeks chocd of a yoar ago with much of it in
full tasscl at that timo. Favorablc moisturc znd weather conditions continucd
during thc growing scason. The crop was so well advanced by September 15 that
very little damcgc resulted from frost, Dry fall woather permitted the harvesting
of the crop and it is gonmerally of excellent quality. A lerge quéntity is in
temporary storege outside where wet wenther conditions would effcct the quality

of the crop.

_Total whoet production this yocar is estimated at 18,509,000 bushals com-
pared with 20,633,000 produced in 1947 and tho 1937-46 average of 25,509,000
bushols. Lower production is 2 result of a decrcess in acrcage of othor spring
and winter wheat slthough durum showad a'l5 perecent inercase in acrazge, Finaf
yiclds peor nerc were hisher for wintor whoat than wors cxpoctcd carlicr in tho
scason. On thc othor hand, spring wheat yiclds wers lower then cxpected. Wet
weathor decreased prosoects in some of the moin spring whoat countics of the
upper Rod River Valley. h eai
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Oat production of 206,338,000 bushels is 26 percent higher than 2 yoar ago
and 21lso 26 percent above average. Production for 1948 is the second highest of
record, cxceeded only by the 243 million bushel crop harvested in 1945. This
year's production was from 4,855,000 acros harvested, 7 pcrcent above 1947. The
yicld of 42.5 bushels per acre was the sccond highost of rccord, being cqual to
the 1942 yield and oxceaded only by the 1945 yicld of 45.0 bushels per acrec,.
Yiclds por acrc were excellent in most arcas of the State except that dry weather
causcd thin stands, short growth, and lowczred yield prospccts in central countics.

Barley production of 34 million bushcls is up sharply from a2 yoor 2go and
the highest production since 1942. The increascd production over a year ago is
duc to a 25 percent increasc in acrcage harvested, as the 1948 yicld of 28.0
bushcls per acre is only slightly above averags.

The 1948 flaxsced crop -cxccoded zll previous years of rocord in aercage
harvested, yicld, and production, The 1,661,000 acrcs harvested was 21 percent
above 1947 and 50 percent above the 1937-46 average, Duc to the demand for oil
secd crops and favorablec pricc incentive, the flaxsecd scercage was cxparded in
most arcas of the State. 1In the southcrn third of the Statc, flax was plented at
the expensc of soybeans, whilc in western and northwestorn countics flaxseed was
substituted for spring wheat and hay acreage. Yields per zere excocd 21l expsce-
tations in the southern and western countics of the State which accounted for the
record yield this ycar. However, in extreme northwestorn countics yields were
effected by extremcly wot weather,

Soybecan production was again an all-time rccord at 15,614,000 bushels.

Both tho acrcage harvested for beans and yield per acre cxcceded carlicr cxpecta-
tions. The entire acrcage rcached full maturity without frost damegc and harvest-
ing operations rcvealed production to bec largcr than most farmers had anticipated.
The acreage of beans 2t 844,000 acres wes also larger than expected., Idesl woather
permitted the harvesting of a larger acrcage for beans than is usual for this crop:
About 98 percent of the total soybean acreage was harvested for beans in 1948 with
only 2 percent for hay and other purposcs. Usually about 93 percent of the total
acrcage is for beans and 7 percent for hay and other uscs.

Potato production is considersbly largor than anticipated earlicr in thd
scason. This is duc cntircly to largecr yields per acre. -The usc of better sced,
insccticides and control of discascs on 2 morc concentrated commercisl screage
and a favorable fall growing scason incrensced yicld prospoets sbove early expec-
tations, The acrcage harvested at 108,000 is 11 percent below the 121,000 harvest-
ed in 1947 but 2 rccord yicld of 155 bushels por acrc about offsct o decresss in
acrcage so that total production for 1948 was almost equal to that of 1947,

Total hay production of 5,145,000 tons is the lowest sinec the drought
year 1936 when only 4,327,000 tons werc produced. This year's production is ~lso
10 percent below a year ago and 22 percent below average, Production was short
in centr2l and northeastern counties due to dry weather in ifay and early June.
Large supplics of fecd grains appear to compensatc to some extent for the decrease
in hay production, The decrcase in hay-consuming animal units has 2lso been a
favorable factor in fceding opcrations as the total hay supply is cqual to 2.08
tons per animel unit compared with 2,09 during 1947 and the 1937-46 averagc of
‘about 2,09 tons por hay-consuming enimal unit.,

The 1948 production of minor crops produced in Minnesota as compsroed with

1947 is as follows: ryc, 41 percent larger; buckwheat, 33 percent smzller, and
tobrecco, 20 percont smaller.,

Hareld F. Prindle Roy Pntas Roy A, Bodin, Agr'l., Statisticiens
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WINTIR VHTAT AL RYT RTPCRT

WINTTR WHEAT: Minnesota farmers seeded considerably less winter wheat in
the fall of 1948 than they did in the fall of l?h?; accord-
ing to the Minnesota State-Federsl Crop.Reporting Service. The acreage sceded was
only 76,000 acres or 30 perceat below the 109,000 acres seeded the previous f#ll.
The decreases were general throushout the State witl the exception of sane western
border counties where winter wheat has been seeded with good results on land that
has been too wet to work in the spring. Scuth Central counties, which usually have
a substantial acreage, showed the sharpest decrease this year, Abandonment of
acreage has been heavy in this area due to sévere winter weathsr .and many faraers
have substituted the acreage for more profitable cash crops such as corn, soybeans,
and flax, Tﬁe 1948 acreage was seeded under favorable conditions exdept that the
lack of rainfall céused thin stands and Short grovth dnd may not have good protec-
tion for severe winter weather. Based on conditions as of Decenber 1 and an
appraisal of factors affecﬁing yield, the 1949 production is indicatsd to be 1,292,-
000 bushels, compared with 1,539,000 produced in 19L8.
RY®: The acreage of rye planted for all purposes in the fall of
1948 was 195,000 acres or 30 percent below a year sarlisr,
Substantial decreases were noted in all areas of the State, Thers appears to bz a
lack of incentive to continue producing rye duc to the heavy loss of acreage from
winter-kill and small cash income per scre for the 1948 crop compared with corn,
soybecans, and flaxseed., Prices received by farmers for ryc on Ssptembar 15, 1947
were 32,69 per bushel compared with $1.30 on the seme date this year. Condition of
the crop on Decomber 1 was about average although dry weather during the fall scason
preverted the crop from making the usval growth and a savere winter would ceuse

considerable acreage loss.
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In Minnesota, 17 percent more sows will be farrowed in the spring of
1949 than were farrowed a yeer earlicr, based on inforastion received from farmers
on Decembsr lst by the Stabce-Fedsral Crop and Iivestock Reporting Service in co-
operation with the Post Office Department. Such an inercase would mean 715,000
sows ferrowing in the Stotc next spring comparcd with 611,000 farrowed in the
spring of 1948, This would be about 23 percent sbove the 1O-year averzge énd
the largest soring farrowing sinece 1943,

If Docember 1st intentions are carried out and the number of pigs savad
per littor is about saual to the 10-year averags of 6.30 pigs, the 1949 spring
pig crop will be 16 percent larger thsn thc spring crop of 194"

Nationally, farrowing for the soring of 1949 is expccted to be 14 por-
cent larger thoan in the spring of 1948 and, assuading sverage size littsrs, this
would mean a spring .pig crop in 1949 of 46 5 million, 10 pcrcent over last spring.
With a large corn supply and ample quantitics of othcr feod grains, feud price
reletionships this fall have been favorable for inercasing hog 01oduction.

The 1948 pig crop in Minnesotz totaled 5,308,000 hcad, about 4 parcent
below last year. These cstimates includz the spring crop of 3,880,000 pigs from
611,000 sows and 2 fall crop of 1,428,000 pigs from 217,000 sows., The nunber of
sows farrowed this fall was a pcreent lergor than in 1947, whils the pigs per
littor at 6.58 were tho largest on rocord,

The total U, S. pig crop for 1948 is éstimate d at 85,281,000 hgad. This

is an increase of 1,134, 003 hecad or azbout 1 percent over the 1947 cerop, but is
2 percent less than the 10-year averags. s

Roy Potas Harold F. Prindle Roy A.Bodin, Agr'l, Statisticians
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