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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Canoe and Boating Route Rivers

I. Description of the proposed Action

A. Purpose of the action: The state canoe and boating route rivers

M
were designated by the Tegislatpure as a way of authorizing the Minnesota

o g
Department of Natural ResourcEEVfEJ;$u¥ui4neney—tﬁ develop campsites, accesses,

rest areas, portages and other facilities for canoeists, fishermen and

F
other recreationists. This authoriz\ﬁng legislation was—passed =i
e ——— i reand 15 found in Minn. Stat.ZS- 3%

=
The Bureau of Outdoor Recfreation, as the federal administering agency
of the Land and Water Conservation Fund, proposes to art1c1pate with the

DNR by-providing-money—for thlnpunuhléiiﬁénﬁijzgsements and development’of At

sites.

B. Location and_jégn1tude of the proaeqti Thsakidnanaial The
e within state boundaries)~/

canoe and boating route system now includes the en Te of the

&
following rivers #Lb‘éiﬂ!ﬁwm Big

Fork, Cannon, Cloquet, Des Moines, Kettle, Minnesota, Mississippi, Crow,

e B
Rum, Red Lake, St. Croix, St. Louis, Snake, Straight (the=mémer in souktheastern

The now includes about 2,400 miles of river
Minnesota), Little Fork, Crow Wing, YThe Tegislature
Whe

may designate additional rivers.

-adRe-SEenie-

7

€ T
determfnEd—by—%he—legf45la%aPe1—ﬁEﬁ}eh—comm+ts—¥uﬁds~fer*deve4ﬁpment

and_acqu45+%+enﬂmnﬂrin1m@ln1um ibus The Teg1s]ature a44ocaﬂazaﬁi£uvét’
$AUO.()00 for acqu151t10n al'ld $ 4§0 W-O for developm nt GPJ mf.\m‘l'ellﬂhfc

. e I95Y e
during the 1978-9 biennium. A f T &
{ Jond FIAE_ LreeFern ard
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C. TIMING of the project: The DNR has been buying land and developing
e

sites alo ng the canoe and boating routes for several years. Work on

the rivers will continue as the DNR and the legislature see the need to develop

£ y
mo‘re sites.
u

D. Fac111t1es to be deve]oped
{ipe f0110w1ng are the most commonly developed facilities:
,.-"

v._lii‘i:l,[[lpswes: These are ’usuaﬂy primitive sites with areas for two or

. e

Iépree tents, fire rings and pit toilets. Often, they are accessible only

[Ey canoe.
e
. ACCeSses: These are areas gyhmge with a small parking lot and a trail

or ramp to the river.

~smmm——— RESt areas: These are picnic areas, often with tables, pit toilets and

fire rings.
o
. POrtages: These are simply tra}ils around river hazards such as

dams, waterfalls and difficult rapids.

-
e 91gNS: The DNR marks hazards and sites with wooden owtw signs.

Es \dgcreat1on needs served by the proposal: The caﬁiée and Haqt1ng route

51te4r111 be used mostly by canoeists pﬂ and fishermen, a]thoglgh some sites
' g -

will benenfit baelpmekensy picnickers, hikers and campers without canoes/ or

boats. E] ggbﬂfﬂ /}qﬁibé,%;

n_groUps were.-
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II.DESCRIPTION OF THE ENngGNMENT

A. Topography: The following five major landforms are identified in

Selected Rivers of Minnesota: Recreational Analysis, 1966, —RERPREREE

Midwest Planning and Research,
(7Y P R
Central Minnesota: Glacial Woraine land Iﬂﬂl!l!lp!!ll»composed primarily

e

ofge sand, gravel and boulders. This landform iii““itends from the Red

Lakes in the northf to the sjtouthern border and includes a vast number of
-

lakes of differing sizes, ridges of differing heights, and has been used
by man for farming in a variety of ways. This hill and lake country is the
region in which most of the large rivers of the state have their source.

— d&fr
Southwestamqy Minnesota: Till plains formed of fine gTac1a1ﬁbedF+§:

including clay as well as sand. This is a vast rolling plain extending
P
/f;7////:eyond state borders into Iowa* and South Dakota with fertile,rich
black pni@éie soil. Almost no rock outcropping occurs, for bedrock is

——

buried deep beneathsdssad glacial deposits.
'

Northwest Minnesota: The flat plain of the northawest ié!'***iﬁiii'&;h_-:;Er—--q

(the Red River Yalley and the Big Bog) was formerly the bottom Of-iﬁHHﬂEE::aﬁ‘\
C,___Z:E;~izke glacial Lake Agassiz. The landscape is monotonously flat except for

sand ridges,which are former beach ridges of this lake.

Northeast M1nnqojta The rocky ice-scoured area of the Arrowhead

-__-_-_--"—‘—_._
region-iaxaapkbe is the result of extensive g]acf1a1gt| erosion in]ch
stripped off the topsoil and ground’n::lunn_down the bedrock. The 1andscape

L-Q,ri'ra‘“g o N rn*)
is roug high forested hills and swiftly flowing streaﬁérrunnﬁﬁg into

the Great Lakes.— Aqéﬁ'p%ﬂffﬂwé>
|
Southeast M1nn§o#ta This area was affected 1ittle by glaciers. The

landscape was deve10péd principally through the &e#biz erosion of r1vers-th:unri§:g:l‘Hh\
Deep wide valleys are qqghrated by high, broad rolling upland plains.
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although the water is not drinkable without
treatment. The Kettle is noticeably amber
colored. HISTORY: The Kettle was the focus of
considerable industry during the last century.
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a—

B. Soils: The mogre than 300 different soils within Minnesota have been
consolidated into 15 groups. Bec§lyse of this wide variation of soils,
voliv 'I'_’{{::Q -‘f-"'-LI, j
each site proposed for development will have to be checked(to make sure that
the soil ¥% will support the planned activity. The following set of
restrictions published by the Soil Conservation Servi!se generally reflects
/—'—"‘-\

the gg'pabi]ity of specific soils to withstand recreational activities:&aﬁr"zgf"'—_

Restrictions for playgrounds, camping and picnic areas include
avoidance of excessive stoniness, steep slopes, moisture-prone soils
and highly erosive soils.

Restrictions for road and major pathway construction include

/—_\
avoidance of major slopes, highly Ma erosive soils, plastic soils, and
areas of potential flodibdiiﬂg.
O

Restrictions for construction of foundations related to park and

recreation structures include avoidance of steep gradients, highly plastic

and erosive soils, areas flood susceptibility and non-load bearing soilié.

.
C. Mineiral ﬁésources:
N /

This one is yours, Frank.
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. Water Ti(esour'ces: 7

E. Flora: See individual chapters on rivers in A Gathering of Waters.

F. Fauna: n n n L] n m n ] ] 1] .

G. Climate and Aﬁr ﬂﬁa]ity: Since most development takes place in relatively
rural areas, agr quality is generally good.
—

Minnesota's ®Ma& is characterized by temperature extremes. The coldest
month is January, the hottest,July. The average annual temperature is
42 degrees F, and the range from iiiraolder than -30 degrees F to
hotter than 90 degrees F. Tgéireatest extremes occur in the northwest.
The greatest precipitation falls from April to September. The southwestern
part of Minnesota has the sma]Tegz_Enumber of raidi& days,

the northeastern the greatest.

H. Historical and ﬂ?cheolog1ca1 Resources: See individual chapters of

A Gathering of Naters For more information talk to the stég archeologist

and the historical society. Many historical and archeological sites exist
—
along these riverg}host of the archeological sites we prebeddy know nothing

about.

I. Transportation and H%11ities: See maps in A Gathering of Waters.
/

(f‘\
J. Sociio-economic!fhctors: See the Minnesota State Planning Agency's
\"...

publication Minnesota Socio-Economic Characteristics.

K. Land uses and ﬂ@ve]qpmentlﬂ?ends:
7 7

A
L. Existing Recreational Pevelopment: See maps in A Gatherib of Waters.
/




In the proposed management plan are the boundaries, recommendations, and

regulations final? Or can changes be made?

Legitimate problems that arise will be considered and changes will be
made, but only as long as they don't adversely affect the goal of the
plan--to preserve and protect the river. Changes will be made when

comments from interested persons or groups suggest improvements of the

management plan.

If the North Fork of the Crow River is designated as a Wild and Scenic

River, will the public be allowed on my land?

No. In fact, under the Wild and Scenic River regulations it would be

a misdemeanor for anyone to trespass on private land without owner per-

mission. This same regulation applies to land on which a scenic ease-

ment has been purchased.

I own a farm along the Crow River: What would designation mean to me?

You would be able to continue farming as you have in the past. However,
any expansion of your operation would have to conform to conditions of
the new land use ordinances. Farming, especially a good farming opera-

tion, is considered a desirable use of land along the Crow River.
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ITI. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF THE PROPOSED ACTION

A. Impact on the ?%ysicaTAZQVironment: Physical impact will be practically

nil since the average size of each site is only five to ten acres. The site

S ——-

itself occupies mush—4ese—avea—¢hun-eh¢s very little fof the total area;

the rest of the land is simply a buffer to surrounding property. Sites
/-'-'-"'\

will be designed to avoid such problems as erosion or xg® ground water

contamination.
B. Impact on the Iéx,Bﬁsek No measurable impact.
S5

C. Impact on‘RBads, 7?aff1c ‘Ht111t1es and ﬂ@her S%rv1ces Impact on traffic

will be too small to be measured Impact on roads-uou%é:be minimal; ¥fxther—p—

the s1tes wuqun t be bu1f¥/1f th‘y would 1nterfere w1th roads or traffic.
T\/\{.‘ I \.1.7.5!{ o f ¥ ({e.’

D. Impact on Hﬁstor1ca1 or Afcheo]og1ca1 R@sources l No s1tes are planned

on areas wikk of historical or archeological s1gn1f1cance.

E. Socio-economic Zmpact

’. Sites will generally be far from private structures to avoi
disruptions and ge vandalism to private property.
:!. Sites will be redesigned, more heavily patrolled or remeved

losed if littering, trespassing and yandalism are

/« Ay Economic benefit or detrfiient is immeasurables tonma]] to be measured.
2. River use may increase, although such a prediction is only conjecture.
IV. MITIGATING MEASURES INCLUDED IN THE PROPOSED ACTION




What is a scenic easement?

A scenic easement is an interest in land, but is less than full title
to the land. It limits the land's development to protect the scenic
and natural characteristics of the area. In general, this means that
a person who sells a scenic easement could be paid for keeping his

land the way it is.

A scenic easement is a legal document, written as a deed, recorded with
KeGi5T0M0

the county Rempiger of Deeds, and remains forever with the title of the

land. The seller of a scenic easement sells his right to develop or al-

ter the Tandscape - but only in certain ways. The exact provisions of

the easement are negotiable by the landowner. The landowner would then

be paid the estimated value of the rights he has sold. Land covered by

a scenic easement remains on the tax rolls and the landowner continues

to pay a share of the tax support to the local community.

Selling a scenic easement to the state does not make the land public.

No one has any more right to trespass on land covered by a scenic ease-

ment than on any other private land along the river.

Does the DNR have the authority in the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act to

acquire land by eminent domain (condemnation)?
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V. ANY ADVERSE EFFECTS WHICH CANNOT BE AVOIDED SHOULD THE PROPOSAL BE IMPLEMENTED

The development of sites will result in a very small clearing of Tanyu

s Sherakbed &
only a few thousand square feet per site.
Some littering and minor vandalism to ézte property will probably
be unavoidable.
The county will lose some taxable property if the DNR purchases private
land to build sites.

Some wear and minor erosion will occur, even on well designed sites.

VI. THE RELATIO&‘;HIP BETWEEN LOCAL SHORT-TERM USES OF MAN'S ENVIRONMENT

N’

AND THE MAINTENANCE AND ANHANCEMENT OF LONG-TERM PRODUCTIVITY.

What the hell does this mean?
II. ANY IRREVERSIBLE AND IRRETRIEVABLE COMMITMENT OF RESOURCES WHICH

WOULD BE INVOLVED IN THE PROPOSED ACTION SHOULD IT BE IMPLEMENTED.
None.
VIII. ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED ACTION.

No Action: -ii!il!!ilnmlai-DeveTopment of sites could be left to
local governments and federal managing agencies.

Project of larger or smaller scope: The extent of acquisition and
development is determined by funding from the legislature. The rivers on which

sites are developed is a]‘so determined by the legislature.




(Interstate Park Elms Con't) -3- Oct: 5, 1977
Miller said the appearance of the park would be drastically altered as a
result of the necessary tree removal operation. He said the logging will be done by
“hot shot" forest fire crews from Brainerd, who presently have 1ittle to do fighting
fires because of the wet fall weather.
/ /

More Facts Found On
FEATURE Giant Canada Geese

The Department of Hatural Resources reports it has acquired more information
about the "giant" species of Canada geese found at the Lac qui Parle Wildlife Manage-
ment Area in western Minnesota as a result of studies carried out since 1968.

The geese were restocked at the popular wildlife area in the 1960's by the DNR,
and in 1968 Department personnel began trapping and banding birds in an effort to
trace their migration movements and obtain other information about them.

Tihe project was funded by Minnesota sportsmen -- and state sportsmen have
reaped most of the benefits, since band returns show that the vast majority of the
birds taken by hunters are shot right in the Lac qui Parle area.

A few of the geese have been taken south of the area but none to date from
northern Iinnesota. ilor have any been reported from the Rochester Wildlife Refuge --
another gathering place for the giant strain of Canadas.

Leg bands returned from hunters in other states show that a few of the birds
stray into North and South Dakota, western Iowa, northern Missouri, Arkansas,
Tennessee, Kentucky, Indiana, IT11inois and Oklahoma.

Some younger geese from the Lac qui Parle flock spend the summer months in the
Quill Lake area 100 miles north of Regina, Saskatchewan, but return to Lac qui Parle
when they are three years old to begin nesting.

The most heavily used wintering area for the Lac qui Parle flock is around the
confluence of the Mississippi and Ohio rivers.

llost of the transient geese from other flocks that pass through the Lac qui

Parle area in the fall spend their winters at the Swan Lake National Wildlife Refﬁge

(MORE)
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