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where they could be found, were

enslow’s sparrows, above
id below, sing to their
‘ates from perches.

y al .‘ h
In a secreuve httle park south
of Winona is a secretive little bird,
the Henslow's sparrow, which tjus

# summer is losing s some of its httle

secrets. .
The Henslow’ s, actually a i

colony of them atO.L. Kipp State =+«

Park, is the subject of a summer’s
study for Lynelle Hanson, a

University of Minnesota-Duluth o

biology student heading for -
graduate work this fall in
Michigan.

Birders have been aware of the
Henslow’s in O.L. Kipp for years,
traveling from Florida, California
and New York — even on the
advice of Roger Tory Peterson —
just to see the elusive little birds,

O.L. Kipp hosts the only
established nesting territory for
Henslow's sparrows in Minnesota
and nesting pairs have been
unofficially noted there for the
past 20 years.

Now, Hanson is making a
documented census of the birds
and charting their territory to help
guide future park development.

“It's maybe not that they're
secretive,’” says Hanson as she
hikes out through the brome grass

.1 <and queen anne s lace along lbe

prairie ridge top that is the .

'+ THenslow’s habitat. 'Theydoca.ll
:+ . out ‘I'm here, !mhere from

their perches
* “But and with their olive-

‘colored heads, brownish wings and 3

streaking, l.hey are pretty
camouflag

“As she follows a'fading ‘deer
trail through her study area, - -
cross-hatched by lath stakes at -
30.7 meter intervals which give

her a locator grid to work from, ™

Hanson most often finds the

sparrows by their whispering “tsi-

slick’ song.

But even that isn't foolproof.
Like prairie poltergeists, or
perhaps ventriloquists, Henslow's
somehow throw their voices so
that Hanson must walk forward
until the song is neither ahead of
her, nor behind her, and then —
maybe — she will find the bird.

Since she began her study on
May 4, Hanson has identified 10
nesting pairs of Henslow's

sparrows at O.L. Kipp. Earlier, 12

singing males were identified, but
not all set up territories. That may
not seem like many, but it is a
relatively dense population within
the area. -

Now Hanson can walk out to an
area and find the birds in their

' favorite haunts. And though it was

decided not to band the birds to
avoid unnecessarily disturbing

qmstmm to be'answered.
“*Hanson is working on those

. questions, along with developing :

land use history of the area and

‘identifying other spots in

Minnesota used by the birds.

* She has contacted most birders
of potoriety in the state and askec
them to report sitings of
Henslow's sparrows. So far, no
independent sitings have been
corroborrated, which emphasizes
the importance of the O.L. Kipp
habitat to the species.

The birds live in the “‘old field’
habitat found at the park —
deserted farm fields which are
slowly returning to prairie. As a
result of the study, a much large:
territory than originally thought
used by the birds. Birders
historically have checked only th
fields near the entrance to the
park — fields that are readily
accessible and which regularly
produce birds.

But Hanson found only four
pairs in that area this year. The
other six nesting pairs are found
in a much larger area behind the
park’s headquarters which has
never been looked at before.

Hanson is collecting informatic
herself, spending most of her
days, and sometimes all night —
the birds ha\-e been knm\n to sing
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favorite haunts. And though it was: , days, and sometimes all night —
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avoid unnecessarily disturbing: ‘... around the clock — in the field.

them, she can tell individual birds '  But she is also interested in

by their voices, by the coloration . . learning from other birders at the
on their legs, and by their _ park.

location. 2, Teew A Birders who see Henslow’s
Two have even been named, < sparrows, or think they have, can
“First” and “Second,” for the ~ call Hanson at O.L. Kipp park or
order in which they sing at night. | at the Dresbach Motel, where she
Henslow's were never an * isstaying for the summer.
overabundant sparrow throughout : Hanson’s work is funded
their range in northeastern United - through the DNR nongame and
States. Presently in Minnesota and .Z parks divisions. She is a DNR
Towa, the birds are considered . Minnesota Conservation Corps
rare and local. ' . employee for the summer. The
The status as a species of ¢ project is unique, Bolin says,
concern prompted the study. * because of the cooperation
Hanson's project actually began between divisions.
several years ago, long before she Named by John J. Audubon
came on the scene. after his friend, Rev. Henslow, the
As Kathy Bolin, regional sparrow has not been studied as
resource management specialist ~  much as some birds. That is part
for the Department of Natural of the bird's appeal for Hanson.
Resources, explains, O.L. Kipp Her study will add to a scant body
park began considering some of knowlege.
development proposals to upgrade People may ask, why care
the camping, hiking and skiing about a dull brown bird with an
facilities back in the 1970s. unmusical voice, Bolin says.
At that time, the DNR knew of “They're not showy, like eagles
.the Henslow's existence, but had or swans or peregrine falcons.
no hard data to use in developing They don't have a beautiful song
. - o trs et plans, Where the birds nested, like an oriole. But they are very
¥ © 7 0777 what grasses and shrubs they used important in the scheme of things.
i « to._ . for perches, what and where they It's what we don't know about
Photo by Bill Drazkowskl ate, how long they stayed, and them that deserves respect.”
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nmer Student’s Study at O.L. Kipp

Lyneile’s task this summer is to learn about the-
, Henslow's sparrow. where to find it, how it,

need to know as much as we can a
avoid harming the species.”’
Enter Lynelle, a recent graduate of the University of
Minnesota, an avid birdwateher. -.'Il:ﬁnelle began a field
study of the sparrow in May that will continue until late
August. She will compile her results and submit a re-
port of her findings in September before she enters
graduate school at Central Michigan in the fall.

Park officials often have to compromise between
park development and disturbing wildlife habitat, but
in the case of a rare bird like the Henslow’s, special
care is needed. Lynelle has learned some things about
the sparrow already.
¢ She has found twelve singing males in two patches
of the park. One field to the north of the check-in station

holds several pairs of birds, while another field to the:-

south holds several more pairs. A grassy field in-be-
tween is inexplicably empty of Henslow's sparrows,
though it looks identical to the other fields to the human

aye. :
- ‘I can tell the individual birds apart now by the color
of their legs,’’ says Lynelle. Also, the males set up de-
fined territories that they defend from other Henslow's
sparrows, usually by singing. Some males are more ag-
ive than others.

“Ihnveonemalalmcountontosingwhenibring_

along a visitor,”” she says as she tromps out-through
the grass, stepping carefully to avoid any nests.

Sure enough, one of the males hops intoasarl.in,g
ash tree, throws back his head and lets go with a loud,
uﬁ;‘unmuaicdcaﬂbestdeacﬁbedun ‘‘tai-lick."’

: call really is their most distinquishing character-

istic,”’ says Lynelle, in all earnestness. An amateur-
say ‘‘aha, yes.'’ A casual visitor

birder might nod and
would laugh at this tiny bird’s unmmellc:ﬂ:na
1 ““They really like to sing in the rain,”’ Lynelle,

in
- Lymelle’s

lives, and how it might ‘to a proposed biking trail
that would run near its nesting area.

as the male continues on with his calling, over and over
i i ‘endless repetition. - :

routine includes an early momning wake-
up call so she can get to the park by sunrise in her 60's
vintage Dodge Dart.

She has one field marked by stakes into a grid pat-
tern, and she proceeds along this grid watching and

/listening to her subjects. She notes how they sing,
when they feed, where they nest, and anything else she
observes about the sparrows..

She knows the birds are disturbed by her presence.
She says they ‘‘get more concerned with me than
bringing food to the nest,’’ when she gets too close. .
She can observe the birds at quite a distanee through .
a field telescope, but they continue to sing as™
she gets closer.

The males and females:are about the same size,
though the quiet females can be tough to locate in the *
grass. The mating ,pair:signals back and forth by quiet.
chirps, and the male’'s duty is to sing, while the female
incubates the eggs. Both find food for the chicks.

Lynelle jokes that the have a flat head, like
ancient ‘‘neanderthals’’, but she frets that develop-
ing a bike trail would cut some of the birds off from the
others.

They seem to like to nest in ps,”’ Lynelle says.
Some researchers think the birds find protection from
predators by warning each other through chirping,

Lynelle is ially interested in stories other bird-
ers may have about the.bird. She would like to see if the
sparrow nests other places in the area, and she urges
people who may know of the bird to call her at the park.
She is also looking for uncultivated fields where the
bird may nest, and she asks if landowners would cail
if they have uncultivated fields larger than 20 acres in







C:' [can  RE
_\A’t N30 S
".Sk -(."'—Iu.

J

JUNE MONTHLY REPORT

PFOPULATION SI1ZE
A total of eight (B) singing males were recorded in the Old Field

behind the manager's residen}l Five (5) females have been seen in
in this area also, In the 0ld Field across from the contact station
four (4) males and two (2) females have been seen, M les and females
were distinguished from each other by the following characteristic,.
A nonvocalizing Henslow's Sparrow in proximity with a vocalizing one
was considered to be female,
TERRITORIES

‘any shifts in territories have occurred during the month of June,
Although twelve (12) males were present at one time, only eight (8)
territories are being actively defended at this time, Two (2) are
located in the contact station field and six (6) are found in the
alternate field, Three (3) areas have contained adults with food
stuff and one (1) area may have a fledgling present.
OTHER STGHTINGS

Only one other sighting of Henslow's Sparrow has been reported
during this season. When the observer, Opal Fitch, and 1 checked
the site at a later date no Henslow's Sparrow was seen in the area,
Although many birdo;s in the state have been asked to report any
sightings of this species, no reports have been received, 1

personally have searched a large portion of Winona county and

have not heard or seen Henslow's Sparrow in any area other than

O.,L. Kipp State Park,




BEAVER CREEK
During June, I completed the breeding bird survey at Beaver Creek

Valley State Park, The four target species were all located, Only
the Llue-gray Unatcatcher was within the purposced development area,
It is noted that this species has heen observed in & number of places
this season, The pair of Louisiana Waterthrush carrying foodstuff to
a specific spot was the highlight of the survey, It can only be assumed
that a nest was located in this area, Neither the Cerulean Warbler
nor the Acadian Flycatcher were very numerous, but both were heard
during each survey day,
LITERATURE SEARCH

Miny of the observations that I have been making this summer
agree with what is stated in the literature, But, different
authors do not always agree with each other. Each article has
lead me to ancther, but overall, very little has been written
concerning the Henslow's Sparrow,
THE LLIND

Construction of a temporary blind is underway, Materials were
recently purchased, A few problems with the basic structure have
yet to be resclved, The blind will be very helpful now that
advanced breeding aftivities are underway,

NEWSPAFPBER ARTICLES
After being contacted by Kathy Bolin, the Winona Herald and

the liouston County News featured the Henslow's Sparrow project

in recent publications,
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DEPARTMENT

SUBJECT:

STATE OF MINNESOTA

Natural Resource - Region V Office Memorandum

Frank Knoke pATE: 5/15/86
Environmental & Land Acquisition Specialist

Kathy Bolin YXD pHONE:  103-7432
Resource Specialist

1985 Tree Planting Project at 0. L. Kipp

For your information, approximately 550 trees were transplanted from the
upland plantations to the valley west of King's Bluff. Most of the
trees moved were 1 - 3" black walnut. Some green ash of similar size
were also moved. The trees were originally planted by Forestry in the
1960's. Because the upland sites were not conducive for good growth
development, the trees were moved to the more appropriate lowland area.

The project was bid out and awarded to Reed's Tree Service in Winona for
$3,990.00. Transplanting was done by using a backhoe to uproot the
trees. Holes were dug with an auger and each tree was heeled*Within 2
to 3 hours of having beenégug. Soil moisture conditions were good at
time of transplanting and“project was completed by the first week in
June 1985. The trees were stressed before moving because of the poor
site they were planted in. They were stressed by the move and further
stressed by Tack of rain during the growing season.

Following transplanting there was no rain of any significance for 2 to
24 months. October 1 it appeared that nearly all trees were dead. Our
hope was that some would root or stump sprout in 1986.

Following are the results from a May 2, 1986 random survey:

Black Green
Walnut Ash
4?2
Alive (Stump or
root sprouting)

Dead 64

Questionable 12

Total surveyed

% survival 36
% dead 54
% unknown 10

overall cost per tree: $3,990 # $220 = $18.00.
40% survival of 550 = 220.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
0. L. KIPP STATE PARK

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION

A.

Purpose of the Action - 0. L. Kipp State Park was created by an act

of the Minnesota State Legislature in 1963.

The acquisition and development of private lands within the authorized
park boundary, by the Minnesota Department cf Natural Resources, -will
provide a variety of additional outdoor recreational opportunities for

the park user.

The Federal Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, which administers the Land
and Water Conservation Fund, (LAWCON), proposes to participate with

the State of Minnesota in acquiring these lands.

Location and Magnitude of the Project - O. L. Kipp State Park is

located in southeastern Winona County, Minnesota (Maps 1 and 2),

approximately 17 miles southeast of Winona.

The authorized statutory park boundary encompasses a total of 2,835
acres. Private land ownership within the park is approximately 1,320
acres (48%) of the total authorized acreage (Map l-Appendix). It is
proposed that this private acreage be vauiréd with assistance of the

Land and Water Conservation Fund. The current estimated cost for

.immediate and complete acquisition of this land (31 tracts) is 1800,000.

This figure does not include any relocation costs.

A listing of the tracts to be acquired with this application is in-

cluded in the appendix.
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Timing of the Project - Private land ownership within the State Park

System statutory boundaries totals about 53,000 acres. The current

statewide acquisition program is the initial step of a major, six year

(1976-1982) acquisition program which was developed to acquire most

of this remaining acreage.

Completion of the major acquisition objective is estimated to cost more
than 343 million. Appropriations for the initial step (1976-77 bien-
nium) totaled 19.5 million for the acquisition of approximately 12,000

acres.

The Division of Parks and Recreation has established its lands acqui-
sition priorities, but completion of these priorities is completely

dependent upon willing sellers.

The immediate and complete acquisition of private lands within O. L.
Kipp State Park is impossible since the Division of Parks and Recreation
does not have the power of eminent domain. Secondly, the estimated
acquisition cost of $800,000, exclusive of the cost for relocating
about 21 permanent residences, would be prohibitive within current

appropriation limitations.

Acquisition goals for the current biennium (1976-77) for O. L. Kipp
State Park are for the acquisition of 9 tracts, totaling 631 acres.
The estimated cost for these lands is 5233,600. At this time, 2 of
these tracts have been acquired (237 acres) and 3 more tracts are

currently being appraised.

Future Development - An inventory of natural resources for this park

is currently in progress. This inventory is part of a long range

comprehensive management plan for the park. June 30, 1977 is the target




date for completion of this plan. If not completed by this date,
further developments in the park will not proceed after August 1, 1977

or until the plan has been completed.

As land acquisition within the park proceeds, the development of
recreational and supporting facilities will also proceed. Present
development plans include a family campground, pioneer campground,
picnic area, visitors center, trail center with chalet, service court,
and trailer sanitation station. The roads, parking lots, water and
sewage facilities necessary to adequately service these areas will also

be developed. Present plans also include an extensive trail system.

Future park developments will be designed to provide informational,
educational and recreational opportunities to the user, while pro-

tecting the natural amenities of the area.

Recreational Needs to be Served by the Proposal - O. L. Kipp State Park

lies within Economic Development Region 10 (Map 3), an 11 county area

of southeastern Minnesota. The 1974 State Comprehensive Outdoor

" Recreation Plan (SCORP) estimates a 21 percent state population increase
between 1970 and 1990. The bulk of this increase will be in the Twin

Cities Metropolitan Area and adjacent regions, including Region 10.

A projected deficit of 221 miles of hiking trails, 488 campsites, and
1,366 picnic tables, within region 10, are estimated for 1975 by the
1974 SCORP. Projections for 1990 show a deficit of 2,115 campsites an

2,247 picnic tables.

Specific recreational user data for the park are not available, but
based on its proximate location to high population centers, its

accessability, and current development plans, estimates of recreational
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use can be projected. The maximum projected usage for 1980 is 80,000
visitor days. This is projected to increase to 150,000-175,000

visitor days by 1990.

As population, mobility, and liesure time increase, the demand for
recreational facilities will also increase. Planned recreational
developments within the park will be necessary to help balance pro-

jected facility deficits within the region.

II. DESCRIPTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT

A.

Topography - The park lies within an area which remained non-glaciated
duringlglacial periods. This driftless area was formerly a high plain,
but with melt water provided by the receeding glaciers, the area has
been deeply dissected with. streams. This has resulted in a very rough
and broken topography (Map 2, Appendix) characterized by steeply sloped
valleys, bluffs which may rise to 500 féet or more along the Mississippi
River floodplain, and areas of upland plains. Rock outroppings are a

prominent feature throughout this area.

.Soils - Soils within the park belong to the broad soil group known as

the forest and prairie soils of Southeastern Minnesota. The most

representative soil association of this group is the Fayette-Dubuque-

Rough Land. This association is characterized by steep slopes, many

containing rock outcroppings and rough broken areas. The Fayette and

Dubuque soils are silt loams which developed from loess material.

‘Predominant use of these soils is agricultural, while the rough land

areas support woodlands. These soils are generally light colored and
possess good internal and surface drainage. Slope varies from level
to greater than 35 percent. Erosion control is a problem, particularly

on those soils with a high degree of slope.
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Climate - The mean minimum January temperature is 6°F, while the mean
maximum temperature is 24°F. Mean July temperatures are 62°F (minimum)

and 86°F (maximum).

Total annual precipitation averages 32 inches. Snowfall averages
about 40 inches annually, and accounts for approximately 25 percent

of the total precipitation.

Because of its geographic location, winter temperatures average 10°F

warmer than the northern one-third of Minnesota. This may limit
winter oriented outdoor activities such as snowshoeing, cross-country

skiing‘and snowmobiling.

Water Resources - The surface water resource is of very limited extent

within the park. This resource consists of several small, intermittent

streams and 8 small stock pond basins.

The ground water table depth varies considerably, ranging from less

than five feet near the Mississippi River to 200 feet or more on the
tops of the ridges. The level of this resource coincides with fluc-
tuations in the level of thle Mississippi River. This resource lies at

a considerable depth within the dark.

Mineral Resources - The mineral resources within the park appear to be

of very limited value. Both the mineral potential and the geologic
reliablility of economic concentrations of lead, zinc, and uranium are

rated as fair.

Flora ~ The park is in an area which was floristically classified as
part of the Big Woods, prior to settlement. The predominant tree
species were red oak and bur oak. Associated with these were hickory,

black walnut, butternut and black cherry.
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Both natural and man-made changes since settlement have resulted in
the present floral ?attern found in the park. The Big Woods, although
probably reduced in acreage from presettlement times, contains a
basically simlar species composition of trees, The northern hardwoods
type covers a substantial amount of acreage within the park. Charac-
teristic tree species in this type include sugar maple, red oak,
basswood, green ash, and elm. The dry prairie type is generally
restricted to the bluff top areas. Characteristic species in this type

include big bluestem, little bluestem, and prairie..clover.

Agricultural land is another major floral type. Predominant crop
species are corn, oats, and hay. Types of lesser acreage include open

brush, open woods, tree plantations, and bottomland forest.

Fauna - Since large acreages of mono-typic habitat types do not provide
suitable habitat for many species of wildlife, a good interspersion of
different habitat types is essential in promoting the abundance and

diversity of the wildlife species associated with these habitats..

A species list of mammals which commonly occur in the park would
include the white-tailed deer, red and gray fox, gray and fox squirrel,

cottontail rabbit and several species of smaller rodents. Species

probably present, but not as abundant as those listed above, include

the red squirrel, oppossum, mink, and stripped and spotted skunks.

A wide variety of birds utilize park habitats either seasonally or
permanently. A number of species also use the park as a resting area
during spring and fall migration periods. Some of the more common
avian residents would include the‘;uffed grouse, mourning dove, Coopers'
hawk, red-tailed hawk, red-bellied woodﬁécker, great-crested flycatcher,

wood thrush, blue-gray gnatcatcher, cardinal, lark sparrow, and several
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species of wood warblers. Amphibians and reptiles found in the park
would include several species of frogs, toads, salamanders, and also
several species of snakes. The more common of these species are the

American toad, leopard frog, and common garter snake.

No rare or endangered species are known to occur in the park. The
Mississippi River adjacent to the park is utilized by the bald eagle
as part of their midwestern winter range. This river valley is also
used as a corridor for migrating peregrine falcons. On August 4 of
this year, 5 of these falcons were released along the valley bluffs
near Maiden Rock, Wisconsin. -This was done in an attempt to re-

establish a population of the species in this area.

Air and Water Quality - Specific air quality data from the park are not

available. General wind direction in this area is from either the
northwest or the southeast, but may occur from any direction. There-
fore, airborne pollutants from urban centers such as the Twin Cities,
Winona, Rochester and LaCrosse may be introduced into the park envi=-

ronment. This is not considered a serious problem.

Water quality data for either surface or ground sources within the park
are also lacking. The most widespread sources of surface water pollu-
tion are erosion and nutrient runoff. Current agricultural use of the
park is not intensive, so this does not appear to be a serious problem.

There are no known contamination problems of the sub-surface water

supply.

Historical and Archaeological Resources - The Minnesota Historical

Society has 58 sites listed for Winona County. Two archaeological

sites (prehistoric mound sites) are known to be located within the park,

both on private land. Since the original survey was conducted during
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the 1880's, it is not known at this time whether either of these sites

remain intact.

There is an extremely high potential for other prehistoric sites
occurring within the park. The Minnesota Historical Society intends to

conduct a records search and field survey of the park this summer.

Transportation and Utilities - Major highways serving the area are

Interstate Highway 9C, which parallels the south boundary of the park
and U.S. Highway 61, which parallels the east boundary of the park.
County State Aid Highway 3 connects both of these routes. A Richmond

Township road presently provides access into the park from highway 3.

Average annual daily traffic volumes during 1974 in the park area were
3,170 for Interstate 90 and 4,040 for Highway 61. These traffic

volumes are well within the capacities of both highways.

County State Aid Highway 3 is presently adequate. The approximately 2
miles of township road providing access to the park will need develop-

ment. Two other township roads, totally about 2 miles, serve several

of the private residences within the park.

Railroad freight transportation is provided by the Chicago, Milwaukee,
St. Paul, and Pacific Railroad which parallels the park along the
Miséissippi River. Railway passenger service is provided to Winona and
LaCrosse by Amtrak. Commercial airline service is available to Winona.
Commercial Bus service is provided to the urban centers and many of

the smaller communities located between these centers.

Utility power and telephone service is available to residences within

the park.
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Socio-Economic Factors - The Minnesota State Planning Agency (SPA)

population projections for Winona county and Economic Development

Region 10 show a substantial increase between now and the year 2000.

Projected Population

Winona County Region 10

1970 44 Loo 383,400
1980 46,800 410,200
1990 48,900 L4 ,500
2000 50,100 460,300
Based on the 1970 population census data, SPA estimated the employed

labor force of Winona County at 17,157 persons. Although the employ-
ment opportunities within the county are quite diverse, approximately
50 percent of the employed labor force can be placed into three broad

categories: Professional and Related Services (21.2%), Wholesale and

Retail Trade (18.3%), and Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries (11.2%).

_ Population data from 1970 estimates 13,004 total households in Winona
County. Each of these households averaged 3.13 persons. Average
family income for 1970 was §9,632. Approximately 21 permanent
residential households are located within the park. These households

are primarily commuters who are employed in Winona.

The 1973 state farm census, by the Minnesota Crop and Livestock
Reporting Service, showed 301,089 agricultural acres in Winona County
and 1,213 farms, an average of 243 acres per farm. This census also
showed 5,549 people on these farms or 4.6/farm. Seven farm operations
are located in the park. These operations comprise most of the private
acreage within the park, of which about 488 acres is used as cropland.
Crops produced on these lands are divided about equally between corn,

oats, and hay. Average estimates of yield by the Crop and Livestock

Reporting Service for Winona County during 1974 were 77.7 bushels/acre




for corn and 55.3 bushels/acre for oats. Average annual prices for

these 2 commodities.during 1974 were $3.45/bushel for corn and 31.65/
bushel for oats. This produced an estimated average gross income for
each farm operation of ;8,331 for these crops. Average value of crops

produced on these lands was %175/acre.

Hay wasnot included in this estimate since it is mainly used as cattle

feed.

Taxes levied for 1975 totaled 8,429,599 in Winona County. Amounts
levied for each of the concerned taxing units were: County (%1,947,322),
School District 861 (%3,230,477), Richmond Township (410,885), and New

Hartford Township (.,12,874).

During 1974 tourist-travel expenditures in Winona County totaled

nearly 9 million dollars. These expenditures accounted for 3.1% of

the gross sales and gave the county a ranking of 23 in this respect.

Land Use and Development Trends

1. Agriculture - Approximately 1,320 acres (48%) of the statutory
acreage remains in private ownership. Of this acreage, cropland
comprises about 37 percent and pasture (open and wooded) 54
percent. About 10 percent is listed as either unused or non-

- pastured and the remainder is used for residential purposes.

Because of the very rough and broken topography croplands gener-
ally tend to be quite small and irregular in shape. General
agricultural trends are toward fewer farms, but comprising larger

acreages.

Residential - The 21 residential households in the park comprise

about 1.3 percent of the private lands. These are year-round
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residences occuppied primarily by commuters who are employed in

Winona.

There has been an increase in recent years for the purchase of
rural lands for residential developments. With the projected
increase in the county population, and a projected decrease in the
number of persons per household, this trend is very likely to

continue.

Commercial/Industrial - There are no commercial or industrial

sites located in the park, nor will such land uses occur within

the park.

Existing Recreational Development - Recreational facilities in Winona

County in the vicinity of the park include 2 access points, a marina,

and 1 resort, all adjacent to the Mississippi River.

The park was opened to the public on July 1, 1976. Therefore, existing
recreational developments within the park are few (Map l—Appendix).l

A 20-table picnic area with sewage, water and parking facilities is
available. Limited trail developments in this area serve two obser-
vation areas. A 37-unit family campground and the facilities necessary

to serve it is scheduled to open August 1.

Immediate priorities are further development of the trail system and

a pioneer campground.

III. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT

A. Impact on the Physical and Biological Environment - Soil compaction

will occur in the high use areas such as the picnic area and the camp-
ground. As the agricultural lands (crop and pasture land) are taken

out of production, soil erosion as a result of this land use will be
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stabilized as revegetation proceeds.
Impacts on the water resources will be minimal. The intermittent
streams will not be affected. The existing stock ponds, although small,
will serve as surface water retention and ground water recharge basins.
Increased recreational use will require greater amounts of water. The
demand for the ground water necessary for this use will not be enough

to make an impact on the supply of this resource.

: O
No impacts on the mineral resources are anticipated. fﬁ%ﬁgé%ééézf) dﬁ?;ﬁ%r

Both beneficial and detrimentél, direct and indirect impacts will occur
on the flora and fauna resources of the park. Direct loss of flora
will occur as a result of recreational facility developments. Heavy
use of some of these facilities will also cause a direct loss of flora.
However, the recreational areas to be developed comprise a very small
acreage of the park. Indirectly, the floral composition of the crop
and pasture lands will eventually revert to communities more typical
of the undisturbed areas. Direct detrimental impacts on the fauna in
these areas will be.minimal. Indirect impacts will occur as habitats
in development areas are lost, and from additional stress, as a result
of human intrusion, placed on species inhabiting areas adjacent to
these developments. The changing floral composition of the agricul-
tural lands will adversely affect a few fauna species adapted to such
mono-culture habitats, but benefit a variety of species adapted to the
more diverse natural habitats. Exact impacts on the flora and fauna
resources are difficult to predict. Considering the park as a whole,
the beneficial impacts should outweigh the detrimental impacts because
of the large acreage of land which will be abandoned from agricﬁltural

use.
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Curtailment of erosion and nutrient runoff will improve the surface
water quality. Grouﬁd water quality will not be affected because of the
great depth at which this resource lies. Deterioration of the air
quality may be expected because of the increase in auto emissions.

This is not expected to have a major impact.

Impact on Historical and Archeological Resources - If the 2 archaeo-

logical sites, known to be located on private land within the park
remain intact, they will be protected from destruction. The possibility
of other prehistoric sites occurring within the park are extremely
high. Necessary precautions will be taken to identify and protect

such sites, should they be uncovered, during development construction.

Impact on Transportation and Utilities - The major highways (Interstate

90 and U.S. 61) will be capable of handling the additional traffic
volume into the area. Access into the park is from County State Aid
Highway 3. This access point is less than 1 mile north of Interstate

90. Therefore, no major impacts from the additional traffic is anti-

cipated on highway 3. The park access road is currently owned and

maintained by the township. This road will become part of the county
state aid highway system, thereby relieving the township the cost of
maintaining it. (This road will then be upgraded and maintained as the

need arises. The two remaining township roads which serve residences

. : : s LSO
in the park will be maintained. = )ﬂ/”}’u ﬁ?%e’ “/fh’ ’/"("" /s 7w Y

o J:J as’ Coj,_}.% %C_ % Z/C;’ D/ (-f’)

No significant impacts will occur to the public transportation systems

currently available.

Utility services (power and telephone) will be reduced. Poles and lines

not used for park purposes will be removed. Those lines which can be

utilized by the park, or any additional lines which may be necessary for
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developments, will be buried.

Impact on Socio-Economic Factors - An adverse social impact will be the

relocation of 21 permanent residences. Since the Division of Parks
and Recreation does not have the power of eminent domain, acquisition
of the lands belonging to these families is totally dependent on their
willing to sell. These owners may sell to anyone, but by selling to
the State they become eligible for relocation and replacement housing
assistance under Public Law 92-646. The acquisition and development
fo the park will have positive outdoor recreational impacts. The park
will provide such recreational opportunities as camping, picnicing,
hiking, and cross-country skiing. Construction of these facilities
and the increased traffic volume will have minimal impact on residents
living adjacent to the park. The incidence of littering, trespassing,
and vandalism which may occur with increased-park use will adversely

affect these residents.

As previously stated, Winona County collected a total of 8,429,599

from property taxes levied for 1975. The redistribution to the county,
school district, and townships concerned, from this total and the

estimated tax loss for each unit is shown below:

Tax Tax % Loss of
Revenue Loss Tax Revenue

Winona Co. ¥1,947,322 #1,993.25 0.102
School District 861 3,230,477 L,146.18 0.128
Richmond Twp. 10,885 1,029.89 9.461
New Hartford Twp. 12,874 234.68 1.823
Total $8,429,599 $7,404.10 0.088

Except for the revenue loss to Richmond Township, tax losses are

rather insignificant.
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With the projected usage of the park, some economic benefits will be
realized. Using the 80,000 visitor day figure for 1980 and a value of

£1.35/visitor day*, the local economy will receive $108,000. This

figure will probably be quite conservative since the spending rate is

a 1974 estimate. These economic benefits will be most noticeable to

local retailers capable of supplying gasoline, food, and lodging.

Impact on Land Use - A major impact of the proposed action will be a

change in the current land uses. Approximately 1,320 acres, currently
being used for agricultural and residential purposes, will be added to
the existing public land acreage for outdoor recreational land use. As
tracts are acquired the households and other structures on these pro-
perties will either be utilized for park purposes or sold and removed.
Wells and utilities which cannot be utilized for park purposes will be
abandoned. These lands will be managed in order to return them to their

natural conditions.

IV. MITIGATING MEASURES INCLUDED IN THE PROPOSED ACTION
Since the park has never been intensively surveyed for historical and
archaeological sites, there is a possibility that some sites will be
discovered as development proceeds. In an agreement with the Minnesota
Historical Society, park personnel and private contractors engaged in
any type of construction development in the park are required to watch
for archaeological materials. If any such materials are unearthed,
they are instructed to halt work immediately and report the findings to
fhe State Archaeologist. The State Historic Preservation Officer will
determine what action will be taken, which could include constructing

the facility elsewhere, site excavation, or continuing construction if

* Principles and Standards for Planning Water and Related Land Resources.




the site is determined to be of no significance.

The physical and biological characteristics of the park will be taken
into consideration for the design and location of future developments.
This will be necessary to protect the natural amenities of the area

as much as possible.

The tax loss to Winona County, Richmond and New Hartford Townships will
be partially mitigated by a reducticn in services such as police and
fire protection, and road maintenance. The police and fire protection
duties will be assumed by park personnel. The county, with state aid,
will maintain the access road. The tax loss to the school district
will be mitigated by increasing the states' share of the per pupil

unit cost.

As agricultural cropland is acquired an arrangement may be made to

lease the land for one or two years following purchase. This allows

the lessee to plant the same crop that was on the land the year it was

acquired. The use of any chemical herbicides is prohibited. Following
the harvest of this crop the land is then disked, dragged, and seeded
with June grass, perennial rye and fescues. The lessee then has the

right to harvest a hay crop from this land the following year.

If a land owner has planted a crop on his land but is unable to harvest
it prior to selling to the State, arrangements are made for the owner

to harvest the crop at no additional cost to him.

The State will offer a retired landowner, who refuses to sell because
of unreasonable hardship, a life tenure on 3 to 10 acres of land
surrounding his buildings for residential purposes. This procedure

avoids the costs of relocation and also the necessary proceedings for
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probating estates. This privilege costs nothing to the landowner.

All household owneré and tenants who must be relocated because of
the proposed action will be entitled to receive relocation assistance
payments and compensation under the Uniform Relocation Assistance and
Real Property Acquisition Policies Act.

V. ANY ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS WHICH CANNOT BE AVOIDED SHOULD THE

PROPOSAL BE IMFLEMENTED

Some soil compaction will occur in the high use recreation areas, such
as the campground and the picnic area. The direct loss of some flora
and fauna resources on the project development sites.and in the high
use recreation areas will also occur. The loss of approximately 1,320
acres, most of which is currently being used for agricultural purposes.
The loss of 21 households, ‘all of which will have to be relocated
elsewhere. Increased park visitation will result in increased inci-
cence of littering, and trespassing, and also increased levels of noise
and local traffic. Thiswill place an additional burden on the local

governmental units to provide service to area residents. Some

deterioration of air quality will occur.

VI. RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LOCAL SHORT-TERM USES OF MANS' ENVIRONMENT AND THE
MAINTENANCE AND ENHANCEMENT OF LONG-TERM PRODUCTIVITY

Short-term uses of the environment as they relate to the maintenance
and enhancement of long-term productivity are not considered in terms
of years, but rather in terms of what must be sacrificed to gain

pertain benefits.

Gains Losses

Public ownership of 2,835 acres Loss of approximately 1,320
of open space to be managed for acres of land currently being
a variety of outdoor recrea- - used for agricultural and
tional opportunities. residential purposes.




Gains

Reversion of approximately 1,320
acres to plant communities more

Losses

Relocation of 21 permanent
households.

typical of the undisturbed areas.

Additional natural wildlife
habitats for species indigenous
to this portion of the state.

Expenditure of an estimated
$800,000 in public funds for
the acquisition of private
lands.

Loss of 9,461 percent and 1.823
percent of the tax revenues for
the two townships; .128 percent
of the tax revenue for the
school district; .102 percent
of the tax revenue for the
county.

Improvement of the local
economy from money derived from
the development and operation
of the park, additional employ-
ment opportunities, and tourist
expenditures.

VII. ANY IRREVERSIBLE AND IRRETRIEVABLE COMMITMENTS OF RESOURCES WHICH WOULD BE

INVOLVED IN THE PROPOSED ACTION SHOULD IT BE IMPLEMENTED.
The acquisition and subsequent development of the project area will
result in the permanent conversion of agricultural/residential land
uses into park and recreational land uses for which the park was

originally established by legislative action.

Section 6(f) of the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act requires a
commitment to recreation and open space in order to receive monies
from this fund for acquisition and development. Approval of the

Secretary of the Interior is necessary before a change in the use of

any fund associated lands can be made.

The'development of facilities such as parking lots, roads, and buildings

will result in an irretrievable loss of the vegetation for wildlife
habitats. The manpower, fuel, materials, and funds used in the planning,
acquisition, and development of the project will be irretrievably

committed.

VIII. ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED ACTION

The major alternatives to the proposed action are: (A) no action,
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(B) acquisition with no development, (C) project of a smaller scope and,

(D) project of a larger scope.

A. No Action - This alternative would mean that approximately 1,320 acres
of private lands would remain within the park boundary. There would
then be a possibility of conflicting land uses between these and the
park iand. This could result in adverse environmental impact on the
park resources and adverse social impacts for those seeking recreational

opportunities.

Acquisition with no Development - Considering the projected deficits

of recreational opportunities, this alternative proposal would also
result in adverse social impacts for people seeking these opportunities.
Further overcrowding of existing facilities would result in adverse

environmental impacts of these areas.

Project of a Smaller Scope - This alternative has been given some

consideration, although nothing definite has been proposed. A possi=-

ble boundary deletion along U.S. 61 has been given some consideration.

A number of private residences on small lots adjacent to U.S. 61 are

the reason for a possible deletion. The total acreage involved is
small, but the expense for acquisition of these tracts and the relo-
cation of the residences could be very high. More study and planning
will be necessary before any decision is reached since any boundary

deletion will require legislative action.

Project of a Larger Scope - The only possible expansion is to the north

of the present boundary. Residential development in this area is
presently quite active and a boundary expansion would result in a

situation similar to that presently existing along U.S. 61. Therefore,

proposals for boundary expansion are not currently being given serious




consideration. Any action along this line would also require

legislative approvai.







0. L. Kipp State Park

Tracts to be Acquired with this Application

Tract No.

Owner

Heyer
Diekrager
Bauer -
Nolan

Swim

Nature Cons.
Felshein
Diekrager
Philips

Acres

7860
33.50
197.83
60.00
177.05
20.00
37.50
14.20
11.85

Est. Cost

$30,000
13,000
74,000
66,000
8,500
14,000
7,000
7,000
14,100




Ml NNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

690 Cedar Street, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 « 612-296-2747

30 August 1976

Mr. Thomas Kucera

Bureau of Planning

State of Minnesota

Department of Natural Resources
Centennial Office Building

St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

Dear Mr, Kucera:
RE: O0.L. Kipp and Blue Mounds State Parks

I am in receipt of your letter of August 24, 1976, in which you ask
for my comment on whether the acquisition of private lands within
the boundaries of the O0.F. Kipp and the Blue Mounds State Parks will
affect sites of historic, architectural, archaeological or cultural
significance. It is my opinion that such acquisition will not affect
such sites.

The acquisition should go a considerable distance toward insuring the
preservation of such sites within the two parks. I look forward to
working with you closely after acquistion is completed and development
work within the parks begins.

Sincerely,

Russell W. Fridley
State Historic Pre

Founded 1849 * The oldest institution in the state
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ADDENDUM
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
0. L. Kipp State Park
LW-27-00730
I. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION
It is proposed to begin work on five development projects in 0. L. Kipp
State Park this biennium. These projects consist of vegetative management,

a cultural and historic investigation, fence removal, developing trails

and scenic overlook and road surfacing.

The present estimated cost of these projects is $68,375.

These projects will begin after the park management plans are finalized

and submitted.

II. DESCRIPTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT
(See assessment LW-27-00730)

III. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT
The vegetative management will have both positive and negative impacts
on the park's fauna and flora. Those plants and animals not associated
with the plant community being managed for will be displaced or eliminated.
Those plants and animals associated with the plant community being

managed for will benefit by the improvement of their habitats.

The cultural and historic survey will have 1ittle physical impact on the area.
This impact will be site specific and temporary such as disturbance of wildlife
as the investigators move through the park. The important impact will be the

information gathered.

The fence removal will cause some site specific disturbance to the park's
fauna and flora when the fences are removed. This disturbance will be of a

short term nature.




o
The development of trails and scenic overlooks will cause major changes
to the land they are built on. These include removal of vegetation,
soil compaction, possible erosion and disturbance of the animals along
the trail. When completed, this facility will direct park users to

formerly unused areas of the park.

The road surfacing will affect both air quality and aesthetics along the

roads by reducing the dust raised by passing cars.

MITIGATING MEASURES 'INCLUDED IN THE PROPOSED ACTION
The vegetative management will perpetuate the selected plant communities

for use and enjoyment by future generations.

The cultural and historic investigation will identify any such sites in

the park so that park development will not destroy or change them.

The trail and scenic overlook development will better open areas of the
park to public use. With the trails and overlooks, the park use can be

directed. Erosion control measures will be taken where necessary.

ANY ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS WHICH CANNOT BE AVOIDED SHOULD THE PROPOSAL
BE IMPLEMENTED

The trail and scenic overlook development will cause some soil compaction

and elimination of vegetation. These will be site specific impacts.

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LOCAL SHORT-TERM USES OF MANS' ENVIRONMENT AND THE
MAINTENANCE AND ENHANCEMENT OF LONG-TERM PRODUCTIVITY

Gains

1. Public use of this presently undeveloped park.




Losses

1. The expenditure of $68,375, the labor and materials necessary to

complete the project.

ANY IRREVERSIBLE AND IRRETRIEVABLE COMMITMENTS OF RESOURCES WHICH WOULD BE
INVOLVED IN THE PROPOSED ACTION SHOULD IT BE IMPLEMENTED
(See assessment LW-27-00730)

ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED ACTION
This is a new park. The only alternative is no action. Under this alternative

no public use would occur at this facility.
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Excellent ,X/ Good Fair = Poor .

Water quality on and adjacent to the area: , e
Excellent Good X Fair Poor .
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