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I.

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
SAVANNA PORTAGE STATE PARK

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION

A.-

Purpose of the Action -~ Savanna Portage State Park was created by an

act of the Minnesota State Legislature on April 10, 1961. The park

boundaries are almost totally encompassed by Savanna State Forest.

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources intends to provide

additional recreational opportunities at Savanna Portage State Park

through the acquisition and development of private lands within the

park's authorized boundaries.

The Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, as the federal administering agency
of the Land and Water Conservation Fund, proposes to participate with
the State of Minnesota in the acquisition of the land at Savanna

Portage State Park.

Location and Magnitude of the Project - Savanna Portage State Park is

located approximately 16 miles northeast of McGregor in north-central

Minnesota (Aitkin County), near State Highway #65.

The total authorized land area of the state park is about 15,818 acres.
Approximately 64.8 percent of this total, or 10,250.64% acres, is
currently park land. It is proposed that the remaining 5,567.36 acres,
of which 4,424.45 acres is county or trust fund land, be acquired with
the assistance of the Land and Water Conservation Fund. The current
estimated cost for acquiring the land (33 parcels) and relocating the

34 owners is $273,600 plus relocation costs.

Timing of the Project - Within the Minnesota State Park System there

are approximately 53,000 acres of land in private ownership. The
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Division of Parks and Recreation embarked upon a major acquisition
program with the objective of acquiring most of these lands during the

six year period of 1976-1982.

Appropriations are made available on a biennial basis and it is esti-
mated that more than $43% million will be needed to accomplish this
objective. During the current biennium (1976-77) #9.5 million is
available to initiate this program and acquire approximately 12,100

acres.

Although the Division of Parks and Recreation establishes its priorities
for acquisition, completion of these priorities is dependent upon locating

willing sellers.

If the private parcels of land in Savanna Portage State Park were all
acquired today, 3 relocations of owners, 1 relocation of an industrial/
commercial business and 31 seasonal relocations are needed. Immediate,
total acquisition of private lands is impossible. First, the Division
does not have the power of eminent domain and must therefore rely on
willing sellers. Second, the estimated cost of $273,600 for the project
would be prohibitive within current appropriation limitations and other

statewide acquisition priorities.

The first priority acquisitions within the park for this biennium are
eight parcels of land comprising 401.37 acres with 4 seasonal and 1
year-round relocation of owners. Of special interest is the vauisitioﬁ
of 111.62 of these acres that is owned by Teen Corps of America. None
of these parcels have options on them. All owners are reluctant to sell
to the State. The approximate cost for acquiring these parcels is

$76,000 plus relocation costs.
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The secondary priority acquisitions for this biennium consist of 22

parcels, all platted land in the southern corner of the park is considered
one parcel, of land comprising 741.54 acres. The approximate cost for
these parcels is $183,600 plus relocation costs. Three year-round

relocations andI28 seasonal relocations would be needed.

Land owners are presently being contacted to see if they are willing
sellers, desiring an appraisal of their property. The State will
purchase any of the 30 parcels as they come up for sale and as the

money is available.

Facilities to be Developed - The only development planned for this

biennium is a fish cleaning house. After August 1, 1977, no develop-
ment will proceed unless a management plan for the park has been written.
New development within the park will then follow the recommendations

put forth in the plans.

Recreation Needs to be Served by the Proposal - Calendar Year Attendance

Data Sheets for Savanna Portage indicate a steady growth in total park

visitors since the park was established in 1961. Visitation from 196k

to 1975 is presented in Table I. The number of total visitors had sta-

bilized around 55,000 until 1975 when there was a surge in park visitors.
TABLE 1

Group Overnight Day Total
Camping Visitors Visitors Visitors

3,840 3,840

5,680 5,680

240 1,880 5,870 7+990
48 2,302 22,622 2hk,972

236 5,873 2k, 450 30,559
196 9,389 29,302 38,887
176 9,305 k5,465 Sk,946
317 8,517 49,550 58,384
330 8,773 46,728 55,831
250 8,884 54,795 63,929
k72 8,877 4L8,671 58,020
315 9,527 . 91,240 101,082




i

Aitkin County is part of the seven-county Planning Region 3 of the
Minnesota State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP). This
plan reveals a need for more land-and water-based recreational opportu-
nities. SCORP estimates that the following deficiencies of facilities

will prevail in 1975, 1980 and 1990:

1975 1980

Picnic Tables -340 =443
Campsites =174 -1,140
Hiking Trails +1 a
Snowmobile Trails -551 a
Water Accesses -190 a

a - Not projected beyond 1975.

SCORP identifies other deficiencies which will have to be met by county

and local governments rather than state or federal. The deficiencies

mentioned above, however, are capable of being reduced through acquisi-

tion and development of state park lands. The priorities for action
identified in SCORP which are applicable to this park are listed below.
Development proposals for Savanna Portage State Park take these priori-

ties into consideration.

Provide at least minimal public access on all lakes suitable
for water activities, wildlife or fish management.

Preserve shore areas needed for public recreation by monitoring
the implementation of the state shorelands zoning act and
accelerating acquisition of high quality shorelands.

Provide non-motorized trails where need can be demonstrated.
Expand snowmobile trail mileage where need is demonstrated and
encourage greater county participation in meeting trail defici-
encies. :

Provide additional campsites when need is demonstrated.

Provide a sufficient number of picnicking areas to meet
deficiencies.

Protact and interpret the Region's outstanding historic and
natural resources.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT

A.

Topography - Savanna Portage State Park lies in the McGregor Lakes

Region. Numerous lakes are interspersed among deep valleys and rugged
pine and hardwood covered hills. This is a region of wide peat bogs
and blueberry marshes, broken by hay and sedge-covered meadows and
criss-crossed by winding sluggish streams. Vast fields of wild rice

cover many of the shallow lakes.

Soils - The soils found in the project area are coarse to fine textured
forest soils and organic soils of glacial lake plains. The soil associ-
ation of the immediate area is Swatara and Spooner Peat. This is a
level area of organic peat soils with islands of mineral soils. The
light-colored mineral soils have been formed from calcareous lacustrine
fine sand (Swatara) and silt loam (Spooner). Swatara peat is well-
drained and Spooner is poorly-drained. Agriculture in the area is con-
fined primarily to scattered areas of mineral soils. Peat is mined in
some areas for horticultural peat and also is used for Christmas trees
and pulpwood production. When crops are grown, vegetable crops, small

grains and hay predominate.

Mineral Resources - Savanna Portage State Park has not been extensively

surveyed for its mineral potential. Deposits of copper and uranium can

be found in the area but are not economically significant. These minerals
have a low mineral potential rating with a fair geologic rating. It is
possible that some iron formations exist in the area but their potential

would be very low.

The peat deposits found in the park have very little economic significance.
The sedge grass peat would normally be used as an energy source but due
to the shallow depth and the small expanse of the deposits in the project

area they are considered very marginal deposits.
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Water Resources - One natural feature of the McGregor Lakes Region is

the Savanna Portage which runs through the park. Here the Upper
Mississippi River drainage system and the St. Lawrence River approach
each other more closely than at any other point. Nearly half of the
North American continent is drained by these two systems. A divide
between these two river systems was created by the retreat of the last

continental glacier.

The St. Louis River flowed east to Lake Superior, capturing and diver-
ting the flow of the Cloquet River from the Mississippi system to its

own system.

The valley of the East Savanna River, which runs the length of the park,
was once the channel of a much larger stream flowing in the opposite
direction and it is considered probable that these streams formed the
main headwaters of the Mississippi at that time. Another small stream
now flowing into the St. Louis from near the head of the Prairie River,

was also reversed.

The two old stream valleys of the Savannas, the one of the Prairie and
the two little streams near its head are the routes of the Savanna and
Prairie River portages. Here was established a natural route of

transportation between the Great Lakes and the inland country drained

by the Mississippi.

Hydrology of the park area has not been studied but some generalizations
about the ground-water conditions can be made from knowledge of the

geology of the area.

Glacial till and clay cover much of the project area. Water yields

from the till are variable and yields from the clay are very low.
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Wells drilled into the bedrock draw their water from fractures in the
underlying Virginia slate or from sand and gravel aquifers. The sand
and gravel deposits are very limited in this area but when found, a
good reliable supply of water can be obtained. Wells into the slate
fractures are not as reliable and do not produce as high a yield of
water. These fractures hold water like a reservoir and are generally

recharged only by percolation from above.

Potential for water also is found around the lakes where artesian flows

exist.

Although the quantity of under-ground water in the park is generally
low and variable it is adequate for present recreational use. The

quality of the water is good with a high iron and manganese content.

Flora - About one-half of what is now Aitkin County was originally
covered by forests, a great portion of which was pine. Logging spread
throughout the whole region. Today the area is predominantly covered

with aspen-birch stands on the uplands and conifer bogs and swamps

along the rivers and the lowlands.

The aspen-birch stands are successional forests dominated by quaking
aspen, bigtooth aspen, and paper birch having significant conifer growth.
Codominant species are pines and white spruce and understory species

are usually balsam fir, white spruce or northern white-cedar. Winter=-
green, creeping snowberry, blueberry, wild lily-of-the=-valley, large
leafed aster, clintonia, bunchberry and hazel are common ground layer

species.

Common vegetation of the conifer bogs and swamps area include black
spruce, tamarack, cedar and balsam fir. Ground layer species include

such species as Labrador tea, bog rosemary, cottongrass, sphagnum
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mosses and alder. The elements which support this community are acid
ground water and poorly-drained peat lands, many of which have very

acidic peat layers.

Along the rivers the peat is low enough to be subject to frequent
flooding. Peat has given way to swamp ooze and muddy water. Vegetation
growth here is typical of that found on wet lowland brush areas. The
water logged soils support species such as alders,. willow, tamarack,
spruce, black ash or white cedar and small shrubs such as cattails,

bulrush, bur-reed, arrowhead and reed grass.

F. Fauna - An inventory of wildlife in Savanna Portage State Park has not
been completed. Species that are expected to be in the park are those
commonly associated with aspen-birch forests and conifer bogs and swamp

areas. Lists of these species can be found in the appendix.

Climate - Savanna Portage State Park has the typical continental type
climate found throughout Minnesota. The state is subject to frequent
outbreaks of continental polar air throughout the year, with occasional
Arctic outbreaks during the winter season. During the summer, occa-

sional periods of prolonged heat do occur.

- : -
The mean minimum temperatures for the project area are =5 F in January

and ShOF in July. Mean maximum temperatures are 20°F in January and
80°F in July. The mean annual precipitation for the area is 28 inches.
This climate, along with many lakes and streams interspersed in forests .
and woods, produces an almost ideal environment for year-round outdoor
recreational activities. Common summer activities are camping, fishing,
swimming, boating, canoeing and hiking. The winter season has sufficient
snowfalls and low temperatures to maintain good conditions for skiing,

snowmobiling, skating and ice fishing.
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Air Quality -~ No statistics are available on the quality of air for the
park area. Sources of air pollution near the park would be auto

emissions and winds carrying pollutants from nearby towns.

Historical and Archaeological Resources - Savanna Portage State Park is

built around the historic Savanna Portage. It includes all of the
portage and that part of the Prairie River which lies between the western
terminus of the portage and Big Sandy Lake. This important portage
linked the Mississippi River and Lake Superior and formed an indispens=-
able part of one of the three chief water highways into Minnesota. It
was widely used in fur trade between 1763 and 1850. Indians used it
before the white man came. Remains of this trail are still visible

today and are being protected and preserved by the state system. Savanna
Portage was placed on the National Register of Historic Places on April
23, 1973. There are no other sites of historic significance in or

adjacent to the park.

Transportation and Utilities - Access to Savanna Portage State Park

area is provided by State Highways #65, from the north and south, and

#210, from the east and west, County State Aid Highway #36 paralleling
the Savanna River, and several county roads. The average annual daily
traffic on Highway #210 at McGregor is around 1,550 and on Highway #65

north of McGregor the traffic flow is between 1,000 and 1,400.

State Highway #210 is presently being upgraded to handle the traffic
flow. The other roads in the project area are all adequate to serve

present and anticipated future use.

Passenger service by train or plane is not available to the project

area. Bus service to nearby communities is available.




The utilities servicing the use areas of the park do not impair the

natural features at this time. ZElectrical lines have been placed

underground. Utility lines serving the private residences are above

ground but will be removed subsequent to acquisition.

Socio-Economic Factors - The Minnesota State Planning Agency's popula-

tion projections shown below indicate a slight increase in growth for
Aitkin County by the year 2000 and a slight increase and then a decrease

for Region 3 by the same year.

Region 3 Aitkin County

1970 329,600 11,400
1975 33%1.100 12,400
1980 330,300 12,300
1985 332,600 12,600
1990 332,400 12,600
1995 330,200 12,600
2000 325,400 12,800

The following employment and income data was found in "Minnesota

Socio-Economic Characteristics," Minnesota State Planning Agency 1972.

Aggregate Average Family Income

Aitkin County Region 3 State
$8,606 , $9, 504 $#11,097

Employment by Industry

Aitkin County Region 3 State

Agricultural, Forestry, Fisheries 10.2 2.3 7.4
Manufacturing 17.8 16.9 20.3
Wholesale and Retail Trade 22.9 19.7 2l.1
Professional and Related Services 19.7 19.8 18.9
Other 29.4 1.3 32.3
The amount of tourist generated income in Aitkin County is very signifi-
cant. The county ranks 24th out of 87 in tourist-travel expenditures as

percent of the state total (.86%). Aitkin County is 6th in rank in tourist-

travel expenditures as percent of gross county sales (18.4%). The county
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spends $659.13 per county resident on tourism, ranking it 8th out of

87. The state average is $254.40.

Land Use and Development Trends

1. Residential - There are 34 residences located within the park
boundaries. Three of these are year-round and 31 are seasonal.
Approximately 157 acres, 14 percent, of the project area are used

for residential purposes.

Commercial/Industrial - There is only one business located within

the boundaries of the state park. This is a sawmill, located, on

120 acres of land, across from the park manager's residence.

Institutional - Teen Corps of America owns approximately 111 acres

of land within the park. Their use of the land is compatible with
the state park lands but there has been trouble, in the past, with
the members of the group. These parcels of land are of top priority

for acquisition but the Teen Corps is unwilling to sell.

Natural Lands - The remaining 754.91 acres of privately-owned land

is covered with natural vegetation, as described in section II. E.

Existing Recreational Development - As previously stated, 10,250.64

acres, or about 65 percent, of the state park are currently in state
park ownership for recreational purposes. At present, camping, picnick-
ing, hiking, snowmobiling, swimming and fishing facilities have been

developed.

For camping, 62 modern campsites and a pioneer group camp are provided.
The group camp area is equipped with running water and pit toilets. The
modern campground has two sanitation buildings with showers, running

water and vault toilets. A sewage dumping station is available.
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Near the campground is a boat landing for Green Lake accompanied by a

parking lot. Boats or canoes are available for use at the park.

A picnic grounds and swimming beach are located on Loon Lake.

For more active recreation, 16 miles of foot trails and 60 miles of

snowmobile trails have been developed.

All electrical lines in the user area of the park have been placed
underground so as not to obstruct the natural character of the park.
Water is distributed to those areas requiring water through underground
distribution lines from wells located at the picnic grounds, the camp-

grounds, and the headquarters area.
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III. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF THE PROPOSED ACTION

A. Impact on the Physical Environment - A major impact of the proposed

acquisition will be a change in land use from its residential use to
public outdoor recreational use. The lands to be acquired will be
returned to their natural vegetative communities. Special management

techniques will be needed to bring back, as nearly as possible, a

vegetative cover similar to the endemic species and to protect and

preserve the forested land. This will increase habitat favorable to
animal species commonly associated with the area, therefore increasing
the wildlife population. This will also improve the park's aesthetic

quality.

The structures acquired on property purchased, 3 houses and 31 cabins,

will be converted and utilized for park purposes where possible; other-
wise they will be sold and removed. Sites where buildings are removed

will be returned to natural conditions through planting, seeding and

other vegetative management techniques.

Impact on Historical and Archaeological Sites - The Minnesota Historical

Preservation Officer has reviewed the proposed project. His comments
on the effects of the known historic sites within the park are attached.
Discovery of additional sites may occur in the future. These sites will
be protected from vandalism or destruction. Sites accidentally dis-
covered during recreational development might be partially harmed or
destroyed by construction. However, through the agreement with the
State Historical Society (See Appendix), all construction will be stopped
until the site can be surveyed and it can be determined, by the State
Historical Society, how significant the site is and what should be done
with it. This may involve relocating the proposed construction to a
new site, removal of the archaeological materials or continued construc-

tion in the case of nonvaluable or insignificant discovery.
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Impact on Transportation and Utilities - Anticipated growth in the

county population is expected to bring added pressure to transportation

systems, recreation and other services provided by local communities.

New roads may be needed to provide access to new developments within

the park, these roads may be operated and maintained by the State. In
some cases, with federal assistance, the county will choose to maintain

the park roads.

All utility lines to private residences will be removed as acquisition
of land eliminates their need. Utility lines to serve any new develop-
ment within the park will be placed underground, except where %o do so
causes excessive damage to ecological systems in the area. When placed
above ground, utility lines and appurtenant structures will be carefully
planned and located to minimize their impact on park resources and the
natural aesthetic quality. Whenever possible, above ground utilities

will be included in transportation corridors.

Impact on the Tax Base - Since acquisition will take place over an

extended period of time, it is difficult to make an accurate estimate
of the total tax loss. The total 1976 taxes on the 5,567.36 acres of

private land are approximately $6,980 and are distributed as follows:

Taxing Unit Total Taxes Tax Loss

B %
Aitkin County $33,895,585.00 b 4,093.93 .01
Turner Township 36,442.23 36.61 .01
Balsam Township 6,841.90 156.83 2.27
Uncrganized Township 204.14 00.00 .00
Shamrock Township 383,660.12 595.63 .16
School District #4 455,941.75 6,257.25 1.38

GRAND TOTALS $34,778,675.14 $11,140.25 24

The overall tax loss of .24 percent to the taxing units is considered

to be very insignificant. The only taxing unit that will significantly
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suffer by State acquisition plans is Balsam Township. This unit will

lose 2.27 percent of its taxes by action of this project.

It is expected that the surrounding area will become more desireable
for development of residential dwellings because of the proximity to a
dedicated area of open space. Experience shows that the preservation
of open space not only preserves but enhances residential values. This
will increase the property tax yield, which is the major source of

revenue for local governments.

Impact on the Economy - The proposed acquisition and subsequent develop-

ment will have very little impact on the local economy. The only loss

of income will be from the 25 displaced seasonal residents.

The benefits from recreation at Savanna Portage State Park are approx-

imately, $173,072.94 annually, based on 1975 attendance rates.

Campers: 9,842 x $3.90/day* x 1.3 days** = § 49,898.9%

Day Users: 91,240 x $1.35/day*** 123,174,00
TOTAL = $173,072.94

Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics, University of
Minnesota.

** Data from park camping permits.

*** Drinciples and Standards for Planning W-ter and Related Land
Resources, September 19, 1973.

Social Impact - The proposed acquisition will result in the relocation

of 34 residences, 3 year-round and 31 seasonal. Owners are not usually,
forced to sell to the State. If they do, it is doubtful whether or not
they suffer any financial loss, since they would be eligible for relo-

cation and replacement housing assistance under Public Law 91-646.

Acquisition and subsequent development of the state park will provide

new recreational opportunities for the residents near the park. In
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exchange for these future opportunities they may have to suffer some
minor immediate inconveniences. Since very little development is
planned, noise and dust disturbances from construction activities will

be temporary and of a limited scope.

Littering and noise emanating from park visitors should be confined to

use areas and will not have a great social impact. 1In fact, the park

manager reports that the private residents within the park are more

troublesome then the campers. Trespassing may occur, inadvertantly or

purposefully and vandalism of private property may occur by park visitors.
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IV. MITIGATING MEASJRES INCLUDED IN THE PROPOSED ACTION
Land owners, willing sellers in nearly all cases, are eligible for
relocation assistance under Public Law 91-646, the Uniform Relocation
Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act. This generally
covers any economic hardship caused by thé relocation of a home or
business. In limited cases, the State will offer retired landowners a
life tenure on up to ten acres of land surrounding his buildings for
residential purposes. Relocation costs are avoided by allowing the
owner and spouse the privilege to live out their lives in their home

at no cost.

Future development will be carried out in such a manner as to assure

that the integrity of the natural resources will be maintained and pro-
tected to the fullest extent possible. Tree plantings will be used to
speed up revegetation of former croplands. Soil erosion will be lessened
by planting of vegetation on areas disturbed by development. Soil
limitations will be taken into account in the site location and design

of new developments.

Because of lack of intensive site surveys, site testing and excavation,
new historical/archaeological sites may be discovered. All park
personnel and private contractors engaged in construction for the state
park system are required to watch for archaeological materials. If any
artifacts are unearthed, work is to halt and the findings are to be re-
ported to the state archaeologist immediately. Work will not commence
again until confirmation is received from the Minnesota State Historical
Society. The Society will determine specific action to be taken with

the archaeological materials.

The tax loss to the local economy will occur gradually. The tax loss

of .24 overall will be partially mitigated to the county and townships
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by a reduction in services such as roads, fire protection and police
protection within the park. These duties will be assumed by the park

manager and his staff and will only require outside assistance in extreme
circumstances. The tax loss to the school district will be mitigated

by increased state school aid.

V. ADVERSE EFFECTS WHICH CANNOT BE AVOIDED SHOULD THE PROPOSAL BE IMPLEMENTED
- Loss of residential land to recreational use.

- Loss of $11,140.25 to local taxing units.

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LOCAL SHORT-TERM USES OF MAN'S ENVIRONMENT AND THE
MAINTENANCE AND ENHANCEMENT OF LONG-TERM PRODUCTIVITY

VI.

Short-term uses of the environment in relationship to maintenance and
enhancement of long-term productivity is considered not in terms of
what must be sacrificed to gain certain benefits, but rather in terms

of what must be sacrificed to gain certain benefits.

Gains

Preservation in perpetuity of
about 5,567.36 acres of open
space to provide a variety of
outdoor recreational opportuni-
ties to approximately 101,082
visitors annually.

Improvement of wildlife habitat
and subsequent increase in number
of wildlife species.

Reversion of 157 acres of resi-
dential land to a natural
condition.

Control of erosion and reduction
of siltation resulting in im-
proved water quality.

Preservation and possible res-
toration of historical and
archaeological resources.

Losses

Loss of 157 acres of cropland,
1 sawmill and 28 residences.

Relocation of 3 year-round
residents and 25 seasonal resi-
dents.

Expenditure of $273,6C0 of
public funds for acquisition of
private lands.

loss of $11,140.25 of tax to
local taxing units; a .0l percent
loss to Aitkin County, a .0l
percent loss to Turner Township,
a 2.27 percent loss to Balsam
Township, a .16 percent loss to
Shamrock Township and a 1.38
percent loss to School District

#h4.
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VII. IRREVERSIBLE AND IRRETRIEVABLE COCMMITMENTS OF RESOURCES
The acquisition and development of the project area would result in the
permanent conversion of present private land uses into park and recrea-
tion purposes in perpetuity for Minnesota residents for which the park

was originally established.

A secondary commitment to recreation and open space is required by
participation in the Land and Water Conservation Fund program. Section
6(f) of the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act, (as amended) states
that "approval by the Se;retary of the Interior must be granted before
a change in use of any fund associated lands can be made.'" LWCF monies
are received on a cost sharing basis for acquisition and development of

Minnesota park areas.

VIII. ALTERNATIVES TO THE bePOSED ACTION
Savanna Portage State Park was established by law in 196l. At present,
10,250.64 acres have been acquired within the statutory boundaries of
the park. Both state and federal money has been spent in acquiring
land and developing the public use facilities within the park. With

these facts in mind, no alternative site for the park can be considered.

No Action - No action would eliminate any possibility of acquiring
lands which are still relatively undeveloped and obtainable. It would
not help remedy the need for additional outdoor recreational facilities
in the region, as pointed out in the State Comprehensive Outdoor Recre-

ation Plan of 1968. (Refer to Section I. E.)

Continued private ownership would mean retention of an additional

1,147.37 acres on the tax rolls and would allow 34 owners to keep their

residences in the area. However, the possibility of private lands being

put to incompatible uses which would effect the park's use and its

enjoyment by the public would exist. The full value and use of some of
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the parcels already acquired would be lost.

Acquisition with no Dz2velopment - This alternative involves the acqui-

sition of the remaining private lands within the park boundaries with
no further recreational development. The existing facilities are
adequate to serve the number of users at this time. However, if park
attendance greatly increases, overcrowding of existing facilities may

occur. Without regulation, newly acquired lands could suffer environ-

mental deterioration from indiscriminate use.

Project of a Smaller Scope - This proposal involves deletion of acreage

within the park boundaries. Deletion of the platted land in Section 3,
Township 49 North, Range 23 west would greatly decrease the cost of
the project. Relocation of 23 seasonal residents could be avoided by

this action.

Project of a Larger Scopg - This alternative involves expansion of the

park boundaries. It would be very advantageous to expand all park
boundaries to the nearest section lines. This would have the effects
of squaring out the boundaries and making the posting of park boundaries
easier. At the present time, it would be necessary to have the park
surveyed in order to post it. This would be very expensive. If
boundaries run on the section lines no surveying would be necessary.
Ditch banks already exist in most areas, easing the difficulty of
posting. Land within the expanded boundary would not be difficult to
acquire since it is already state-owned forest land. The land would

just have to be transferred from one department to another.

There are two exceptions to the above expansion. The boundary in
Section 19, Township 50 North, Range 2% West, where the boundary is

fairly easy to locate already and expansion would take in several

P ————
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private residences and farms, would remain the same. Also, the
western boundary of the southern half of the park would not be expanded
to the section lines but would be evened out to coincide with County

State Aid Highway #36.

This expansion proposal would add an additional 1,890 acres to the

statutory boundaries of the park and an additionsl 12 relocations, 9

of which would square off the platted area proposed for deletion.

All proposals involving deletions or expansions of the park boundaries

will require legislative approval.
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Ring-necizzd Ducks
spruce Urouse
Common Snipe

Great Gray Owl

Black-backed Three-toad Woodpecker

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher
Alder Ilycatcher
Olive-sided Flycatcher
Common Raven

Boreal Caickadee
Tufted Titmouse

Brown Creeper

Winter VWren

Nashville Warbler
Northern Parula
Magnolia VWarbler

Palm Warbler
Conneticut Warbler
Mourning Warbler
Zvening Grosbeak
Purple Finch

Red Crossbill
Lincoln's Sparrow
American Voodcock
Common Flicker

Manmals

Gray Jay
Common Raven
Black~capped Chickadee
Red-breasted Nuthatch
Hermit Thrush
Swainson's Thrush
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
Golden-crowned Kinglet
Yellow-rumped Warbler
lack-throated Cresen Warbler
Blackburnian Warble
Bay-breasted Warbler
Palm Warbler
Brewer's Blackbird
Pine Grosbeak
Pine Siskin
White~winged Crossbill
Dark-eyed Junco
White-throated Sparrow

Found in the Park

Cinerous Shrew
Richardson Shrew

Water Shraw

Pygmy Shrew

Short=tailzd Shraw
Silver-haired Eat

Red Bat

Snowshoe Hare

Bastern Cottontail Rabbit
Franklin Ground Squirrel
Woodland Dzer liouse

Bog Lemming

Woodland Jumping Mouss
Porcupina

Black Bear
¥ishar
Marten
Short-ta
Long-tai
Timber
Canada
Bobcat
White-
Moose
Hoary
Least
Red Squirrel

Northern Flying Squirrel




MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

650 Cedar Street, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 « 61&2@61 747

QEVEVEY

NOV 19 1978

_ -BURCAY OF
17 November 1976 PLANNING

Mr, Robert E. Johnson

Federal Aid Coordinator
Department of Natural Resources
Bureau of Planning

390 Centennial Building

St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

Dear Mr, Johnson:

I have reviewed the list of sites in which Land and Water
Conservation funds will be spent in the FY 76-77 biennium to
acquire land for State Parks, State Trails, and Wild and Scenic
Rivers. With regard to each and every one of the sites listed
on the attached sheet . I do not believe that there will be
an effect from the acquisition on sites on or eligible for the
National Register of Historic Places., I believe that acquisition
of the sites will lead to their preservation. I therefore
encourage the proposed acquisition,

I look forward to working with you in the future and hope
that you will not hesitate to contact me should I be able to be

of assistance to you,
Sincerely,
7
y o -
Nty 7

ussell W, Fridley
State Historic Preservation Officer

EIS B610 Founded 1849 * The oldest institution in the state




Mr, Robert E. Johnson 15 November 1976

State Parks:

Savanna Portage, Itasca, Big Stone Lake, Minneopa, Jay Cooke, Crow Wing,
Judge C.R. Magney, Fort Snelling, Lake Carlos, Forestville, Helmer
Myre, Frontenac, McCarthy Beach, Kilen Woods, Sibley, Lake Bronson,

Lac Qui Parle, Gooseberry Falls, Split Rock Lighthouse, Sakatah " Lake,
Camden, Father Hennepin, Mille Lacs Kathio, Lake Louise, Fort Ridgely,
Maplewood, Banning, St. Croix, Nerstrand Woods, Blue Mpunds, Hayes

Lake, Rice Lake, Afton, William O'Brien, O0.L. Kipp, Whitewater, Lake
Maria, and Upper Sioux Agency.

Trails:
Taconite, Sakatah Singing Hills, Heartland, Luce Line, Root River,
Minnesota Valley, Minnesota-Wisconsin Boundary.

Wild and Scenic Rivers:
North Fork Crow, Kettle and Mississippi Rivers.
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Development Regions
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between '.f
MOMNESOTA DEPARTLENT OF_RATURAL EE30URCES
and i

e MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

This Agreement, entered into tHis __ 27th day of December , 1971,
by end betwveen the ifinnesota Department of Katural Resources, actiing through the
Cozmissioner of Natural Resources, pursuant to ilirnesota Statutes, Chapters 84 and
85, hereinafter called the Department, the linnesota Eistorical Society, ecting
through its Director, hereinafter referred to as the-Society, to coordirate effec-
tive efforis to develop, mzintain and administer for public benefit historic sites,
historic disiricis and monuments and archzeological sites as théey now exist as
jrdividusl entities or as parts of lerge state land areas adninistered oy the
Departzent of Natural Resources, herein=fter referred to as state land, do hereby

define areas of responsibility and authority on state larnd.

"

1. The Society or State Archzeologist agrees 1o provide research and analysis
to determine the sites of historic and/or archaeological significance to be set
. aside, identified and marked with suiteble inscriptions for preservation and inter-
pretation on state lead. These siites shzll be delirezted on any inventory and
clessification of sites prepared by the Sociely. Tais process will directily relate
to the funding and staff time available for this purpose determined by the iinnesota
Historical Society. _

2., The Department desires to prepare master plars for the development of
facilities, essential to public access end use Ior recreztional purposes as wall
es-upéated rescurce ranzgement plens on such land under 1iis jurisdiction sc as
to avoid end minizize depredéation or dezzge tc the historic and/or archzedlogic2l
areas on such lexd. Such plans shell be furnished Yo the Societly for their irfor-
metion and guidance. ~reement beiween the Department end the Society must Gte
reached on plans relating to historicel zreas belore development czn proceed. Unless
objections are received within 30 days, sgreement vwill be essuzmed. The Depariment
shzll present copies of 21l dsvelopmentzl plans a2ffecting sites delineated as
bistorieal or archzeological on any inventory snd classification of such areas 1o
the 3ociety prior tc zdévertising for bid on any constructicn so that the Scciety
zay meke studies and investigations of the archaeologiczl and historicel values.

3. VWhen archzenlogical or historic sites are known oOr, based on investigations,
are suspected to exist on state lend or waters the Scciety upon requesi from the
Departuent shall obtzin for the Department e licensed, gqualified professionzal
archzeologist to zelp preserve these siies.

4. The Departzent shall rotify the Society at lezst forty days pricr to
the offering for sale or lease state lands under its jurisdiction, timger,
minerals, or gravel or the altering of any body of wetier vwithin designated historic

~and/or archzeological sites or areas. : '

- 5. The Departument of Faturzl Zesources will enforce the vrovisions of the
Uinresota Field iarchzeolozsy et of 1963, iirnesota Sictutes 138.31 to 138.42,
- end to subseguent .rendzents to these staiutes on stzte land under its jurisdic-
tion.




6. The Society and the Department may prepere and install interpretive
exhibits (in existing buildings-or proposed buildings) which, 1n its judgement,
on lends or waters administered by the Departments of Latural Resources waich
the Society and Departaent jointly determine are suitzble for such purposes, and
costs of such features shall be met by any funds 2 propriated for such purposes
to either the Depariment or the Society. : b :

7. The Society sh211l identify origina=l sites or buildings of historical
or archaeological significance deserving preservation, restoration or reconstruc-
tion on state laxd adnoinistered by the Depariment of liatural Resources. The
Society and the Departzernt jointly shall determine which buildings or sites are
suitable for such historiczl purposes, and decide on 2lterations in then to _
render thea more suiteble for interpretative and public service purposes. ‘' Costs
of develdpment skz2ll be zet by any funds appropriated for such purpcses to either
the Depariment or the Societlye.

8. The Depariment shall aduinister, develop, m2intzin, and operate all
. buildings, facilities and utilities as required for public accomnodation and
corpatible recreation features, ané enforce all rules and regulatvions and operate
special fee services in these state parks as authorized by statutes... Zxcepl
in those historiczl areas as described in lfinnesotz Session Iaws 1969, Chapter
956. ' §
9. This Agreement irposes no liability uporn - the State, the Comnissioner of
Naturzl HZesources, or arny other officers, exmployees or egents of the State for
the 2cts or omxmissions of any officer, employee or agent of the Society.

10. This Agreement is in force until emended or repealed by mutuzl eagreenment
between the Departzent and the Society.

11. This Agreement shzll supercede sgreexment runber 2 entered into by the.
Stzte 2nd the Scciety on the 14th day of August, 1368.

12. To keep ihis igreement in force the Departzent and Society azgree to nmeet
et leas: semi-arnually to review tke operation of this sgreement ené to correct

protlezs that mej heve arisen beczuse of 1iT.
13. This aigreement shzll be subject to the iinnesola Eistoric Sites dct of
1965 and o subseguernt zmendrents to that statute.
. 14. Liothing in this. igreexzent sh2ll be contirary to existing irnesota Statutes
nor to Jules end Regulations s zdopied by each eagency. '

15. This Agreezent skall be in effect until rescinded or superceded by joint
egreexzent of the two zgencies ailected.

T WITNZ3S WESZE0F, the respective authorities affix their seals and sign2tures
this _27th gy of December 19 71

/.
-~ v s . e
0%cTt L. Herast . Zussell we Zridley : 5
COL.:‘.iSS'.‘..O‘nEI.‘ : : ‘- i Director

-Dept. of lLotural nesources e Historieal Sociely







SAVANNA PORTAGE

Name of Cwner , Est. Cost

Name of O g

Ve
cﬁf 2,000

LeRoy Larson k

e
Dwain LeVasseur™’ [ N, 1,000~
. _.r“ N §

John Gamex K T et 10.00 1,500%

Fe e P 1
William Nielsen }’ L 16.40 2,400

» ! o -
Herbert Laxrson #u“ﬁ?} 200.00 %0,009){

Delbert W. Brekke 40.00 (3,100

John M. Olson x> s 9.10 1,000%

TOTAL (No. of Parcels) 7 289.75 S %1,000
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\.._I.\'_L’L,”“.'M\./r-'ﬂ\ ( T ‘,L o
Tract e Acres Est. Cost K
Teen Corps of America 111.62 $ 25,000 %X

w4 Roland Mattson RNCRR s 1 4 12, 000X

Pr1a——Thosdore KndE SN wsﬁ ___sp00——4;000%

p<35--—""Joseph Garnil i 1,000 ¥
19 Indian Trust 5,000 %

p20~~~~Diamond Match Co.f.~u" 5,000

33 Donald Laxrson 2,000%

B ) 339.8 $54,000




Tract Name of QOwner

Reuben Thompson

Adaline Houts

Danny Duane Warriner 5,000.%
John Boosalis - 35,000x

Jerome Peplinski T,SOOA/

Luther Todd Estate 24,000\
24,000

F.F. & Maydean H. Moore 1,200

William B. Todd .81 1,600
Merrill H. Hamilton 1,100%
A.N. & Harriet Grems 500 X
Robert Orvis Harder 500 X

L.F. & Duluth Ry. Co. 3,000

Wis, Minn, & Pac. Ry. Co. 900 x

Joseph A. Schmitt 600 ~x

Dean A. Hiserodt 1,200+
M. K. Feser 1,000%
Arnold A. Alonen 1,000 (2o

Platted Area 30.00 i

113,36
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SAVANNA PORTAGE STATE PARK
McGREGOR, MINNESOTA

Home of the 6 mile portage which was the bridge across the Continental Divide between the Mississippi River
Watcrway and the St. Louis River, to Lake Superior and the St. Lawrence Seaway. Called the Savanna Portage,
meaning “Open Grassland”, it was considered one of the most grueling portages in the entire Great Northwest.

The Indians used this route for perhaps centuries in their wanderings and warfare, and the Ojibway (Chippewa)
gained aceess to Sioux territery by this means. A major battle raged on Big Sand Lake for several days between
these two tribes, with the Chippewa driving the Sioux out onto the plains after a final battle at Lake Miile Lacs.

Around 1755 the French and English fur traders began using the trail as a commercial highway to trade with
the Indians for beaver and other valuable pelts. Most of these traders lived with Indian women, raised large families
and often left them behind to shift for themselves when returning to the East to live,

Many explorers traveled this route inland, among them, Henry Schoolcraft, who discovered the source of the
Mississippi River at ltasca. Missionaries crossed into the river and lakes region to try to convert the Indians and the
wild unruly fur traders.

The pari was established in 1961 to restore and preseive for posterity this important remnant of early history,
and to provide facilities for recreation and relaxation in this hectic day and age. Presently the park consists of
approximately 15,000 acres of largely steep hilly terrain covered with second and third growths of softwoods,
hardwoods, and evergreens. The entire area was once covered with tremendous forests of White Pine, which were
logged off around 1800.

Facilities for public use include campgrounds at Shumway Lake, with picnic grounds and swimming beach at
Loon Lake. The Savanna Portage Trail is cleared for hiking, following the route used by the !ndians and the early fur
tracders in making the six mile overland portage between the Mississippi River system and the tributaries to Lake
Superior. Canoes and boats without motors are allowed on the park’s lakes.

HOW TO GET THERE

N

oy Grand
PARK MANNERS Rapids

Read and heed all posted rules and park signs.

Help protect your park. Preservation is everyone’s business,

Teke pictures and memories; leave only footprints. Don't dig trenches,
pick plants, rnolest animals, or scavenge dead wood — it’s needed for
he soil environmaent. ] icobson

Be considerate of others. Maintzining a clean, quiet park is bost for = 200 R e senmmet
everybody.

i e A 5 Savanas
The use of firearms, explosives, air guns, slingshots, traps, seines, nats, Savary d
bows and arrows and ali other weaapons is prohibiiad, Poi age
. e . State Par!
Pets are prohibited from al! park areas except when restrained on a Stele Pe {1? )
leash measuring six feet or less. Pets may not enter buildings. Horses are
permitted oniy on trails specifically designated for such use,
The park is closed from 10:00 p.m, until 2:00 a.m. of the fotloy nng
day, except in carnpgrounds or in cabin areas. Loud noises or othe
disturbances are prohibited after 16:00 p.m. Palisade
Park permits are required for every vehicle and can be purchased at
park he juarters. Parmit prices are s5.00 per car for Annual Permit;
$1,80 for Daily Permit.

Moteor bikes and other licensed vehicles are allowed only on the motor

vehiclae roads — not cn the trails, o
oy e McGregor
Aitkin 9

- T
Vehicle Permits Required,
Fer Szle &t Haadquarters.

FACILITIES

Camping, Picnicking and Hiking
Carmnpsites are provided with water and toilet facilities. Tables and parking areas are available for picnicking. Traiis provide diverse
opportunities to experience the park and participate in nature.
Water Sports

Where appropriate, boat latunching and swimming facilities have been developed. Activities should be confined to designated areas.
Frau.:l’:f’f subject to siate law.
Winter Sports
Ski rouring and snowshoeing are encouraged in ail state parks and are not confined to marked trails unless specifically restricted.
Snowmobiling is permitted cnly in designated ereas and posted trails under conditions censidered adequate for park protection by
the paric ranger or manager.
Environmental Education
Schools and conservation-ariented groups aren’t the only ones that can benefit from outdoor learning experiences. Make the most of
your recreatiunal experience here by using it to get closer to natural laws that bind us to one another and to the living environment
that sustains us. Your s'aie parks are unique and precious resources for building values and life styles necessary for the survival of a
heaithy Liotic community. .

This park is managed by the Minn. Dept. of Natural Resources, Division of Parks & Fecreation, Centennial Office Bh ig., St. Paul,
Minn. 55156.
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SAVANNA PORTAGE STATE PARK
McGREGOR, MINNESOTA

Home of the 6 mile portage which was the bridge across the Continental Divide between the Mississippi River
waterway and the St. Louis River, to Lake Superior and the St. Lawrence Seaway. Called the Savanna Portage,
meaning “Open Grassland”, it was considered one of the most grueling portages in the entire Great Northwest,

The Indians used this route for perhaps centuries in their wanderings and warfare, and the Ojibway (Chippewa)
gained access to Sioux territory by this means. A major battle raged on Big Sand Lake for several days between
these two tribes, with the Chippewa driving the Sioux out onto the plains after a final battle at Lake Mille Lacs.

Around 1755 the French and English fur traders began using the trail as a commercial highway to trade with
the Indians for beaver and other valuable pelts. Most of these traders lived with Indian women, raised large families
and often left them behind to shift for themselves when returning to the East to live.

Maiy explorers traveled this route inland, among them, Henry Schoolcraft, who discovered the source of the
Mississippi River at ltasca. Missionaries crossed into the river and lakes region to try to convert the Indians and the
wild unruly fur traders,

The park was established in 1961 to restore and preserve for posterity this important remnant of early history,
and to provide facilities for recreation and relaxation in this hectic day and age. Presently the park consists of
approximately 15,000 acres of largely steep hilly terrain covered with second and third growths of softwoods,
hardwoods, and evergreens. The entire area was once covered with tremendous forests of White Pine, which were
logged off around 1900.

Facilities for public uze include campgrounds at Shumway Lake, with picnic grounds and swimming beach at
Loon Lake. The Savanna Portage Trail is cleared for hiking, following the route used by the Indians and the zarly fur
traders in making the six mile overland portage between the Mississippi River system and the tributaries to Lake
Superior. Canoes and boats without motors are allowed on the park’s lakes.

HOW TO GET THERE

PARK MANNERS

Read and heed all posted rules and park signs.
Help protect your park. Praservation is everyone’s business.

Take picturss and memories; leave only footprints. Don't dig trenches,
pick plants, molest animals, or scavenge dead wood — it's needed for
tha soll environment,
Ba consideraste of others. Maintaining a clean, guiet park is best for
evarybady,
- . . . . "":

The use of firearms, explosives, air guns, slingshots, traps, seines, nets, vavanea
bows and arrows and all other weapons is prohibited. P(J-:‘mge

- o =
Pets zre prohibited from all park areas except when restrained on a oidtb Parlf 1
leash measuring six feet or less, Pets may not enter buildings. Horses are ; [
parmitted only on trails specifically designated for such use.
The park is closed from 10:00 p.m. until 8:00 a.m. of the following /I’_
day, except in campgrounds or in cabin areas. Loud noises or other ;
disturbances ara prohibited after 10:00 p.m. Palisade /
Park parmits are required for every vehicle and can be purchased at O“‘""—"-L—f}“‘"‘
|‘- I headquarters. Perhit prices are $3.00 per car for Annual Permit;

51 “G for Daily Permit.
!‘.-'Ic-zcr bikes and other E.lcen:evd vehicles are allowed only on the motor e
vehicla roads — not on the trails.

McGregor
Aitkin
Vehicle Permits Required,

For Sale at Headguarters

FACILITIES

Camping, Picnicking and Hiking

ampsites are provided with water and toilet facilities. Tahles and parking areas are available for picnicking. Trails provide diverse
opportunities to experience the park and participate in natura.
Witer Sports
Where appropriate, boat |.1lJnChiﬂg and swimming facilities have been developed. Activities should be confined to designated areas.
Fishing subject to state law.
Wirntar Sports

Ski touring and snowshoeing are enccuraged in all state parks and are not confined to marked trails unless specifically restricted.
Snowmobiling is permitted only in designated areas and posted trails under conditions considered adequate for park protection by
the park ranger or manager.

Environmental Education

Schools and conservation-oriented groups aren’t the only ones that can benefit from outdoor learning experiences. Make the most of

your recreational exg re-here by using it to get closer to natural laws that bind us to nne another and to the living environment

that sustains us. Your state parks are unique & and precious resources for building values and life styles necessary for the survival of a
hy biotic community.

This park is managed by the Minn. Dept. of Natural Rescurces, Division of Parks & Recreation, Centennial Office Bldg., St. Paul,
Minn. 55158.
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SAVANNA PORTAGE

Name of Owner Acres Est. Cost

} ol g7

Teen Corps of America (Qodgp "“"111.62 $ 25,000

\

”_Q.; Roland ‘Mattson (AW ————11.00 T=32,000X

— _.
P e T A T

‘ : e #_T'heeéghre_—&?!ﬁ Sef .LL{‘-{- J%"# e ---—“""_4-0-: O{} L= ] 4 ’ O {}O:\:\? [

-

Joseph Garni Pabin ——————-1.00 1,000 ¥

Indian Trust 80.00 5,000%

i
biamond—Match—-Co- &{:i-‘r‘-’f-‘-"*',éf*‘»'“."?‘*?-"fa 0:00 5,000~

Donald Larson. [ an» T | ik e d

$54,000




SAVANNA PORTAGE

£f Owner Est. Cost

&JeRoy Larson 12.25 2,000

| \,L !
tﬁwair LﬂVﬂsseury} 1 2.00 1,000-‘/-'

Q& John Gemexg K" Lt 10.00 1,500%

: e"‘/llllan Nielsen }*-' # C A7 16.40 2,400X

'“Herbert Larson w-wf-,;'} 200.00 40,000 x

Delbert W. Brekke Yowunt Rrgkf'q 40.00 (3'}__00,_'1
i Mo pes
v John M. Olson T g9.10 1,000%

TOTAL (No. of Parcels) 7 289.75 51,000
"w'
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Name of Ownar Acres

T vyt 135

J\ 4s5.€% \
Redben Thompson - e 8,000

Adzline Houts 22.70 2,500\

Danny Duane Warriner 52.30 5,000 %k ¢
/a" .m—\
John Boosalis 1349.36 35,000.x

v

PR TRE RS0  Gl iies A e

Jerome Peplinski 32.00 e 500

S ki

Luther Todd Estate 50.00 24 ,000X

‘Charles H. Whitney 50.96 24,000x

F.F. & Maydean H. Moore 1,200%

William B. Todd 1,600

Merrill H. Hamilton 1,100%

S i T P T N A b iy - o

A.N. & Harriet Grems 500 X

wrekke
Robert Orvis Harder 500 %

0 e L s

L.F. & Duluth Ry. Co. 3,000%

Wis, Minn, & Pac. Ry. Co. 900 x

Joseph A. Schmitt 600 >

Dezn A. Hiserodt L 1,200
M. X. Feser 1,000
Arncld A. Alonen 1,000V /2w

Platted Area 30.00 50,000>J
N Belhorn R y . (1(.,_919

) 713.36 169,600
Jockslais ,'km'is\!f%[ i o }tf
; Y
Grace Zlder e L
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