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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
SPLIT ROCK CREEK STATE RECREATION AREA

I. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION

A. Purpose of the Action - Split Rock Creek Recreation Area was

established by an act of the Minnesota State Legislature in

1937.

The rehabilitation of facilities within the Recreation Area's
statutory boundary, by the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources - Division of Parks and Recreation, will provide
improved outdoor recreational opportunities for the use and

enjoyment of the citizens of the State of Minnesota.

The State of Minnesota - Department of Natural Resources

proposes that the Federal Bureau of Qutdoor Recreation, as

administrator of the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LAWCON),

participate in this action.

Location and Magnitude of the Project - Split Rock Creek State

Recreation Area is geographically located in Pipestone County
approximately 11 kilometers southwest of Pipestone on Minnesota
State Highway 23. It is situated 8 kilometers from the South
Dakota/Minnesota border and is located in the Coteau des Prairies.

The recreation area comprises about 92 hectares. (MAP I, II, III)

The following improvement projects are proposed.
1. Split Rock Creek dam improvements

a. dam controls rebuilt




b

JUDGE CR ...;;»a:)(_'r}L

SPLIT POIK LIGHTHOUSE . .

SRS FALLS

Oournoon
T—I PELICAN RAPIOS
Bua

INGPaaT O PEak

LAKE CARLOS
CARLD!

f
O ALEX,

LEGEND

oc0® 00

Cseuanony. |

25 STONE Lfm‘

,""\f‘ra i

; FRONTS

\T‘{:. e
ez a

i ‘C‘?_‘_.'_:-'-v ULM "
. \/AO . ;
9 runa—-'-u;! 4
b FCD "
/C"I \\. .
L .
wi HrLF‘L‘r'\.P |
KILEN w3005
1 !/-——-"""—_—T"‘"‘*
-__“"_"-_“i et Lt
| JACKSON ! \
S L C 2
.
N o
L g
2 3 -




- T - —— e R ——— M‘Iwmm

< mamde e R
|
I

- — — — - -— -

GENERAL HIGHWAY MAP |
IPEST
COU
MINNESOTA

ISSUED BY TH1E
MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS
I8 COOPERATION WITH THE
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS
DATA CETAINED AND MAP TALFASED BY THE
PLANNING AND PROGRAMMING DIVISION
FFICE OF '
TRANSPORTATION PLANNING
SCALE OF STATUTE MILES

— =S . e e e

S —

1969

BASIC DATA 1963"
N

o Curent Lata 1 o
- *

Polycore Projsa-hon :
Morth American Dalum -H:."ut- - "
ol 1927 . .y

B e -
1

b Y 1"|_ i o
il el ol e o e o - F ey -Fj N e L T T e sl e -
- 5 -

. i 1 |

-

5 s o 0 et |
Pow U v ey .-l.r--:'*rx.l-'_
..r'r ® "
1

it
k]

il ‘.

J
b~

=

fi
L]

o s .
r

i L] ;

e

z -
- &
#

-

Fd

[

r

L el ey -.1'..'- Wiy

L L] - o~
[ o e o AL L e . M LR A R o ll-.l'-; i
L] & - L]

|

hi"' L I"; [ 3 'I-"-III-'I- - Fa .-riri -'H.-'i i II-H w
i

-
I.-

_ﬁ.—*-ﬁh-- R —
L]
-.-1

-I_ i

.

i 1
~. @ ol
L L

=
£

/

.
1-; C A T

o
{ 'I_'"'
"

i
-

;Ti—lll-—-

o
Iﬂl
5
1

B s e L e T —
'-‘- - b H

o ";"- L " [
DN B | P B
" ‘ .

'F- 'iﬁ
|
L

[

.

]

|
\
.
3
1
ol el e ey wri o Fame 18 %= o1

|

F o N B oW
2 - .
1

i -_;.'._.,_ -.qur-l :-#‘-—1. r“‘:-t ol o

1] L
a0 f & '
i L

i

b,

~
+/
. &

Fu i L.

"
=
I

T Wl W q.'r.-"'.nrl.‘r-

]
o L

L]
et =
e i

wl®

;s - '.-"'ln"'.'fl':'l._-j-J IR E W Y ol e )
hl""
.’
=
-
%

| o G oa e W =
'q

L

-

i

et
1

¥
t(l
| =

i
i
i
&
*

" il

!
-

=

- i
---lll__-
!

L |
b
:
(
>
i
;
;

w
-
T . 4

e |
&
T oE et w W A E & —
L :-nr.l-‘j"
L B
[ |

L}
p

i

L

e

L

AT E

P .
1;"" .._...-,-:-.-t--r-'.l.-"l'
b

L}
s

, -
!
.
)
e

e
: Proiecton Reletoace
4oih Parallel —5uta Mendian

A

LI

]
L
]
!:

ll:"|:ll

.-J .-'I:"-'I."_-"I r‘j"h: "
o

:'.t :-'L_-.‘TF.'J 'i-
L ]

3

1:r- §

i l'"_-._"ll'r:.—'l

L]
|
-

L
e

LT

LEGEND

ROAD AND ROADWAY FEATURES HAYVIC ATION

]
i
11-" (I |
[

sy

W

| |
N T

T T '.I-l"l-"'_ ""'5" :-."
- - TR LT e P e el e ey

0
H ) 4

!
i
a

i
.

%

-l-l”"__J L4

Fhas Pema 24050 : . e Ba Bl el T maTobiay VTN AMY
B MCTID FOAD ' —h s LF P " T T
Pl e &5 A0 o | P : el w0 Bt hpay LAREE
i ) s £ O FOTHALDY : - o — - Tl i T g |
SRAD A DRaAMLD MOAD
0w Lophall BT AD
CAawiy OO0 JT0d MO Al . Apaar TR R5E TTAL MR
¥ ey BOAD
PaviD M AL
D mCH Ak . Al T wma el a e
| ) Fihamingt P DI CMATID BOAD Bass STk LOPE

3 W P IFE RETA : T e e AT U O e T L O - Lkl maBy LGeT Bad O

i =TTy .' T T bl sty & ¥ flabes” Rilee FOUTRED = Lt e,
E‘ } .E: I - P e CONRT B E O DTl

(j—::-_-;:r i%‘l’r t"l"li""ril'r'l"f PO aSS By s OO RATIO COMmPal TS CONSERVATION AMD RECREATION
= .
» .

"

d
SRl S at L .

1
|
A“ T

T

)
g

(s

LN

A

w
e

T T r'q'-r':lﬂ
b
-
]
.
oy *-': - -
- ]
o
i
|
|-‘|'-"| Fi

i
- '
i .e

DOCN, PR O F LasDeell

X2
i F
L
il L.
T
L]

I'-'lrill—-l—lil-i-—élh--—."
:-q -1 -'ll.ll'l - .:-::-1. .

gt

b
1
q!ll mry = .
e
|

1

L |

N

&)
A

1

1

\

>

sl algd Fptae "L oLl ng

==
1
:

[ ]
»

i ol il s el e B e o i -

by

-'j,._lr.l' LT g
.‘ &

-
=]
-

- ™

-l-_r[ .
S =
- II'I.:-.

o N W .
T B T FI OG0
i

LN

!
1
>,

[

"1 N

i\

s .

L |
.
.

It al OF Ll by HDADE (0T

[ o i e e
P ol ey P i sml Pal TS amd
n-q;:-'l..:,.| Miabi 2 e el - ey BALLPRLD LTC
J 4 & - T ————— - &
Pty BT e el ST Al 1Y 43 : Bl Malm S8 b mnbel OO,
bt r ™
AT el &% B0 websC ATID Tl - e Bl WY
Ll o Y

( e
GAald MPARATI DA [t s o A o M W a7 ‘J Ca=mi T@ TLTA
r t.- A ERLT a0 VAT

o

w &Y W e e
i e
]
U
-
Y =Y

-
i

]

¥

i )

il

1
i

H
i
e ey _aef)

ELOFTI oSN Il B

A

k

n ow

]
A

‘l Cyuarh o0 LawsCER AT S
AL TRAPAC TERCRANGE ... ... . = jF P Y P gt -Y
Pl = o *

' %

'.'-_-{-'lll-_-

T ey “.T"‘ e
LS e

-"l..-r'ny-r..rl Ll T L
-,.,._l-
]
L]
il
1

PadTial TRAFFRD 0 T B midel] _'}H Comwmd gt el
Dl TG Tharsl ol /P alsY *}1 IF Cadae s "Oen wmily (DO 10 el
P i el AT
AOAD STITEM DEMGHMATHOMS GO P 22l T8 LA (il
- G T i ¢
v G A e 0 (]_}) afspi™ SR O am el fam
Ve TL0 YTANY M MED Ml =AY - . fo Leinj Fale W =3TaT] CF = 00y,
f1af] e w a7 Y7371 : - -F - LH-. e e PP Ry e = v A
- S L T

I

=

|
1
A
q_‘:.-"r_'r'l. .'anj' i et o

-I'.l‘.llu
b
IL‘.
1=

[ g

G :
.a"""l""--ljl: -‘!q:'ldrl-r-r-_-r

A, W

>

b
. .

F
e

5

§ o

] ] = : v I :
.. “|1 L 4 - .!
F ! . ] A :_-.. ':

. . ; = L Pl T el Walp JTe A WD =aT
1 -"":'.I""I'._r'-'&ﬂ—ﬂ S I p i = x - ) . COAsMTY STat] A0 MW AY e P AZLTES Pab

8D e G O el 7Y P ———
CRPAT Bl BOAD. . . b gl =g PARM UMNITS. DWTLLNGS, ETC

Mo eal Al TERLTATE AT -

MO EAL A0 PEAAIT o= wAT 375l =
MOL AL Al MCOMOATT MG waAT 373 Te FAYS
iAas

u-u‘11|
nld
]

#
-
-

-*-q-ih_-p.. '

";2.-"' :"'l - -
-

v
—w iy w v

' Pale 1" e :
| . FAP. S el JT=i R Ve Pala
' - I"T:;-h . B WS TR SRy O e R0
. i o] L] P
T L [ .rlj',l':.—!'t'?.hlv—-'_ﬁ@lﬂ__- B0 0 MO Lai A4S0 FOUTE SR Walill

. | ] T ' COmBakS % mhidel AMD STOM D4
14) maTHOmaL FOMST st WAY - Sekis BTN .

A PGkl PORST D B OP sl Y RaliATL Y D9 SO e Iq_l.-l":r-l b Falatne T 3,
peluin WNC] BOAD v T ), mlamTh 1

STaly MO HAT FOD Bl S i, i el

$TAFE Pabx B AD ol ablmeal I i omy JIOMR Y Lrel)D

RAILROADS O TR
TOL st S50, =DMy '
BAs FOAD (ANT M smbil OF TRACE S U0 07 & Seslal Cr 80 5wl i e iy S Oerd
OR AT G COMPakY DF 87 [Raps] D apal) Mg Pt ia o S8 11 e sl
Cavrdd useCid TRALE &G BCSTY e T g .
BadPiabhy ma ASETa ST e (1wl OF = oY Tialnl IO v =iy, O S0 =TT sl
OF LUPARATMT OMIATID COmPLWE] COLa™ balm
ADALTw! RCHETL DF WAt .. ClaiTier . .. : . i k- that e
Rad #Cua D 304 N . T Crm e vt CHmfTRET AD ACET. | ...
Gladd CROASmG . . - : - MOL =TSl FTatl POST OF wrar, O4
e L LY e
_ GFDAge T4 eabD CLATURAL MLAT )
Crviiraty eSaway ABOYE . ... ... el CiDal s VallD TLTr
i B bt PLACTD A0UALTT MO 1Y BN
el m el 2013 CAOHRY SPAltO »OnlATE]
AIRWATS b, e TP Al LT
DOT IS OCATE AOCATOM CF an¥ CATVM b,

) i ~# - PLaT M S0 ww OUT GF YONDO | ., -:‘:p.-"-
LT AT e : a ; i
CO el RCLAL DR simmTd Al PO 7

COMPLITE PACLITRS. NOUITRLAL

L TED FACRITHS
Ll AFLA O8 3TN,
Aodwe &Y LiGeaT JALOM, Gt i
e et batd, =8TalT, ......

R
b
n
.I
B W 'H'I;t“ -
1=
Y

r
'I" F a= o

|"_!
- e 0

e

o

[ g

i 11

L
=

LD
2":-.:' g
N’ " . ! .
= 'I"-F_E._“r'r'..'ﬂ.ﬁr: e wE  w
| = re 7 g 4
- | .
] | #

"I"}_
R

o

-—--—-Ld..

3

|
L

L

s ]
g
£

]

-
.
- el -
- A
-

I’.
o

- ¥ ¥R — -

Q*‘
B
o

r

|

- {L";h:- wown )

¥
".
i
‘II'
l'l".I
r.
L |
]

<)

\ §

TR

&
HE
M

1)

st i Al (A w AY PRLOWw). ...

B S o

lu-l..l
lrll

-_'.I

.ﬂ-"'l"l—lln"-l

JAS

Cazenovia (3)

TN

i
i

g I
W

:."7‘{

uf

LTOES S& Leimgl B30 DTaM ST, ...
PAl PO OF Py e, PasT

L ] : . il -

Galad OF \TOLAl) Tart O 00 Gald,
PRAFLANE T TR .o abud neasadiine B i, OUATRE (Larsst b7 OF Lemall

At DasGd 5T NG - B SRR wl]

STRUCTURES GlLame *_[wa™Od

MET D - ‘e
Crenarol Symbiol lover 30 waond TRt d L% oy, PR T

e 4T INDCA I ' ” lla v =

; = St (=TT W 5 & N i . ¢ P g
basir """"'"_"'" CLOMAY MRALED.... e Al ST CMLA=IET OF Cit3 Palrcer ..
LA v N 0w LA

Gansrol Symbal (300" spon oad over) G T .
R i SN T L et L
' LT PP SPPTT O G et imanie?, 4200 VIATE 08 U4)

|
i

L
L gl o & &= == _F -8 By _ W . q'l'-'l—-"l'-ﬂ -T
]
"‘lﬁ T WL

g

i
i

l'-!
&y "
=
| g g

G
s
Y,

.I
ji
vt e

b
"

TEIEL Do
. F!."’"“‘[' X

Y

&
i
1
i
]
W W N
L L W W
b ™

Dolla o @ DA R e -
T R Y TP e - - PUBLIC SERVICE FACUITIES

*aAl (W = W00, 3 =101 . POAT Ceech

Pl w0 POALL 3 ADDAD e sl APPL sl BBl ey aus =040 CRmll

Orher Strudvres Dt uleel 3l st FOAT QP
Bulael Ll assl FOLT Ol
. Ul BZECHE FOAT GF I .
= W T IESAD Thelall RCaALN : - : valL vl == W Sak Oa O aa"HM
B o=yt BOAD Akl RLaLT). ; GAyC#l 0 P ariel §Talv -
S wiTOU T BOAD (Saali Slaif) ' Ak, Of D9 wowme
LFert OF Dt oSt B e
3 Frg el A ..

Wl S0 Oem g wil= B ADH - i ey ol Ow . " .
et STRUCIVEES 13 1O 30 PaMt... .. =—— Pl A Lol 1330V OF Owll;
PO i T ama
ThASLMC bdw fTaTCm . ...,
Raged §% " Cm twte Call LITTEW
Cra PR d S0 T Rt Ta, il
BOUNDARIES BETO Aowmid Al :
S AF ofTay UNMLYARD .. ...,
B A el ey MLasT,
e e aF Al
Fmoawa® #a™ 7 W% a™ =
e Ar Jébanalmt Dt C ARy

T P AT LT AT ' . i
(et B Tl SN S N e PR e W |

b
y -

f;-rnr:

L

Sis wrife BOAD (LABCE BCayl)

-I
Emili™
L

L
*

-

T

b 1-| r
. nIIHL.I

=T |
_:Lh:l
=

L]
1
)
\

b o

w-ln'i-"

r’.1..I-

\
h|
h
NS
o bt
1
.;'.
- i3
!l
1
.
R
ln'll
C i

WL WL
g "

~ Ot i 0 MO0 DN Def

y

F-‘."‘l-'l-ﬂ'l,r'n-

":-.'-'_ L W |-‘ fﬁ
h

S
4

L

I.-Il'l --1-1-1-1-1-1.1 -'1--!-‘!]
o : .1
5

MOED — BOVAD DT aMOATD

£s

L |
| L Y L
I

O

wia Piesnl OF STATE

COUSNTY . .. =

Crely 70 wiienlr

F g FE L b, TD W el [ G AN
Cmgrdaly |

Yy, o | ]

T

AT AL A STATE PARK el ' EOUCATIONAL AND CO4TECTIONAL
A e INSTITUTIONS

i WAL 8 LTATE MOHAT e, _ B
T ey, T W R0 e Pl . il oSS Ca 1 04 LARLE P00 . . "'-'
Gaml HPCE i RS 2 €O RS ™Al P T : c
et Ll BT WS AD Ceeei G BTy MO TE = Cage? € LT RAL Ty s O C G

Ol T Laa] COUNTY. A P T LI T L] ohfNatalya
P Lasl b)

ey ST A T s T -..:l|_a. AT RTED : CITY AND VALAGE CENTERS

STaArl Cam"T4 .yl
DRAINMAGE COMTY UA?
] B TPERT T A r : CfF Sa LAt d T,
hie P LT NaAS .. .. el ah Wl O W0 TTT 08 vaLaCA
[ Gl B s S WD

& L — - &N '
. i -
™ . . ™ : 5

¢ ( :

4

- e
C 3

--—.—t- —_—

i =

|
g

T T T
=

B ii-—dq-?—ﬁ-i—-l-li

i

)
hG
CER |
1

&2

I
I
ol
-

L.

o

r: -t“-'lﬂrr'lti‘-'l-'l-ﬂ'll
ok
IIIlll..lil

= --‘-.h—l———-l-:-l—-_—I.—.'I-H' -

-
i W i oy | 1 o D -I-ﬁn."'"a-n Ll &

w Dl L"HARYS ; — .
- Al O LwasP LAkD . : MASCELLANEOUS MAPF FFATURES

=l CrTCw

W

= &

EOEY adm® Dasef RAPRLILY S8 mLYalv WOAF
el Ol ALl , TRl = a ™ A% a "0
(e B0 e amD TBaseCALn™Cm 0"
LA T and | Ol w0
my el Y *

(g
i

/"1 A
Jr
i
h
—aiﬂ_'.-:lrjtl -
N

R et e LN Sl N

ol,
i
I
£
R

[
| Outline Map =f Minoescta s3cwnng pehas Map ol thas Tounty Shaded
: Lacation of this County within the Jtale porten beung ares deusesaled oo Pl sk ewl

Bowa of thus County 464 Sq Miles
MOBLES CO. Lasd Ares 454 Sq Mles

MINMEHAHA CO,

N

e -.,"..

oy

MOTE ALL PEATURES, EXCEPT I')Y'wialeti® ROIALS
AMG CIATURE ARF CUTRENT A OF lamialy | | SR

MOTE FOR DETAL OF COANTY STATE AD HIHW AT L AmD CCamgTY
RCIADS N BCORPORATED PLALES, SEE wali TF sumnCIPALITRY

ESTE: A0 bk CENIUE PRt jedwe ol AL momiliRaL T Y JSREFD gTugreld YTEL R

C oot WeflE S Cln el e i, Sl T

i*ta

——— I TR N e il el s oo w —— T —— - o

— e ——— e EE—

- e _j O - e —

T U e i ol Mlin e

T e S . - - M __




. PIPESTONE CO.

BATHHOUSE

SHELTER

' I CONTACT
PUMPHOUSE I i STATION
o

NOTE

BOUN DARY ' NO PRIVATE LAND
00 #lliw @ & B eEesrses ORI X R X e K R e el A B ————— i ——— D . TAPRO I ST ok T8 P N — WITHIN PARK BOUNDARY

"l"‘“_—om—sﬁ_h_—_] [_~~__TF_——_—|————_ M*__T\T_“

8CT 2 8 1977

SCALE : | =500
KEY _ STATUTORY BOUNDARY 228 ACRESIAPPROX.

r— ST DFVELOPMENT e
EXISTING ELO N MINNESOTA

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF PARKS AND RECREATION

STATE PARK SITE

SPLIT ROCK CREEK
STATE RECREATION AREA

PIPES 1 ON D.-NR. IHLEN ¥

SEC_ 1522 5TH _P.W.

DRAWN BUREAU SURVEY
JHP 8-5 -63 OF

CHECKED ENGINEERING
DAD 8-8-63

REVISE
OVF 3-3-

P.045.00.0|




b. catwalk installed across top of dam

c. erosion control improvements on face of dam

Install new steel mesh on boat ramp and construct

new dock

Paint exterior, replace window casings, screens and

louvres and improve insulation on the water tower

Install solar heated showers and replace skylights

and doors in the beach house

Jack up and level picnic shelter roof and poéur

footings under supports to prevent recurrence

Remove 0ld entrance road grade and landscape and

plant to prevent erosion
It is proposed that these improvements be made with the assistance
of the Land and Water Conservation Fund. The current estimated

cost of these improvements is $24,000,

Timing of the Project - State Funds are available for completion

of the project. Bids from private contractors will be taken for

the dam rehabilitation.

Future Development — No comprehensive management plan has been

developed for Split Rock Creek State Recreation Area as yet.

As the park management planning process continues, a management
plan for this recreation area will be developed in the future.
There is no scheduled date, at this time, for the development
of this plan. The comprehensive management planning process

of the Minnesota parks planning section assesses the area's

potential to service the recreation user's needs.




Recreation Needs to be Served by the Proposed Improvements -

This recreation area provides facilities for picnicking,
camping, swimming, fishing, skiing, and hiking. The
recreation area's attendance records show steady growth:
1974 - 45,2273 1975 - 51,264; 1976 - 66,971, Because of

the increasing attendance in the recreation area, completion

of this project is necessary to meet demands.

II. DESCRIPTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT
A. Topography - The recreation area lies on the outer extremity
of the Wisconsin glaciation and Wisconsin loess was deposited
throughout the area. The recreation area also lies near the
west edge of the Sioux Quartzite formation of southwestern

Minnesota. A few outcrops and fragments can be found within

the park. (MAP IV)

Split Rock Lake, formed by the damming of Split Rock Creek,
makes up approximately 507% of the area of the park. The
reservoir offers excellent recreational opportunities. Fishing
is the major winter activity in the recreation area and the

major interest of the local population.

The area is dominated by ash and elm hardwood forest. There
are some areas of native prairie and several small areas
dominated by aquatic plantlife. The park has an excellent
native prairie remnant along the left side of the campground
road. This small area has been managed as a native prairie
during the past several years and includes many species of

native forbs sparsely found in other areas of southwest Minnesota.
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The quantity and diversity of faunal inhabitants found within the
recreation area are not outstanding; however, because Split Rock

Lake is the largest body of water in Pipestone County, the recreation
area is an important resting area for waterfowl and other migrating

marsh birds. Some importance should also be attached to the cattail

marsh habitat found in portions of the lake. This type of habitat,

being extremely rare in Pipestone County, is vitally important for
habitat-restrictive bird species such as the yellow-headed blackbird
and both species of marsh wrens.

Historical and Archaeological Resources - No historical or archaeological

sites have been recorded in the recreation area; however, when the
comprehensive management plan is developed in accordance with the Outdoor

Recreation Act of 1975, an intensive site survey will be conducted.

Socio-Economic Factors - The Minnesota State Planning Agency (SPA)

population statistics for Pipestone County show a decrease in population

between 1960 and 1970 (approximately 7%).
Land Use - The present land use is recreational.

Existing Recreational Facilities - Split Rock Creek State Recreation

Area provides facilities to visitors for camping, swimming, boating,

picnicking and related activities.

III. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT

A. Impact on the physical and biological environment - Some localized

disruption of flora and fauna will occur during landscape work on




B

the old entrance road. Any disruption that occurs will be temporary
as the purpose of the project is to return the landscape to a
natural setting. Within one construction season flora will return
to the old road grade and any area disrupted during the landscape

process.

During dam rehabilitation and boat landing repair, there will be

very localized, temporary disturbance of the aquatic environment.

Because of the localized nature, no significant impacts upon

aquatic flora or fauna will occur.

There will be no significant impacts upon flora or fauna resources

from the other proposed improvement projects.

Impact on the Historical and Archaeological Resources - There are

no known historical or archaeological resources in Split Rock

Creek State Recreation Area.

Impact on Transportation and Utilities - The landscape work proposed

for the old entrance road will have a beneficial impact on park
visitor traffic by eliminating confusion as to the location of the
park entrance. The other proposed improvements will have no impact

on transportation or utilities.

Impact on Socio-Economic Factors = Since all proposed improvements

are within the recreation area boundaries, no loss of agricultural
production or local tax revenues will occur. Beneficial impacts
on the local economy will result by the contracting of the proposed

dam improvement proiject.
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VI.
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MITIGATING MEASURES INCLUDED IN THE PROPOSED ACTION
After completion of landscape work on the old entrance road, reseeding

of grasses will be employed to return the area to native flora.

No mitigating measures are necessary for the other proposed improve-

ment projects.

ANY ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS WHICH CANNOT BE AVOIDED SHOULD

THE PROPOSAL BE IMPLEMENTED.

The proposed improvements will unavoidably affect a minimal amount

of flora and fauna resources. The disruption that occurs will be
confined to the highly localized area of the improvements. In
carrying out the proposed old road landscape work, no adverse effects
will occur since mitigating measures will create more floral resources

than was present before landscaping.

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LOCAL SHORT-TERM USES OF MAN'S ENVIRONMENT AND
THE MAINTENANCE AND ENHANCEMENT OF LONG-TERM PRODUCTIVITY.

Because of the increasing recreational use of the Split Rock Creek
Recreation Area, any short-term losses are outweighed by the enhance-

ment of long-term productivity.

GAINS LOSSES
1. Rehabilitation of existing 1. Minimal disruption of a
facilities (beach house, highly localized area of
picnic shelter, water tower, flora and fauna.

boat landing).

2. Returning old road bed to 2. Expenditure of $24,000 of
a natural landscape. public funds.

3. Improved dam safety and water
level control for recreation.

4. Improvement in the local economy
from necessary employment.




<, -

ANY IRREVERSIBLE AND IRRETRIEVEABLE COMMITMENT OF RESOURCES WHICH WOULD
BE INVOLVED IN THE PROPOSED ACTION SHOULD IT BE IMPLEMENTED.

There will be an irreversible conversion from present recreational

land use to facilities used to enhance the recreational land. The
manpower, materials, and funds necessary to implement the proposed

improvements will also be irretrievably committed.

ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED ACTION

Only one alternative for the proposed improvements was considered,
that being, no action. A no action development course would result
in the flora and fauna resources remaining undisturbed. A no action
decision on dam improvements would only prolong and compound the
necessary rehabilitation to retain Split Rock Lake at its present

recreational value. A no action decision on the other proposed

improvements would leave present facilities inadequate in meeting

future recreational demands.
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