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Publishes a Monthy Magazine entitled ““The Minnesota Horticulturist.” Sent free to all members of the Society. Send
for copy of the Magazine and Folder containing the “Fruit List” for Minnesota and describing the work of the Society, in
publications, methods, etc. Membership fee $1.00 per annum.

Minnesota State Horticultural Society

President, THOS. E. CASHMAN, Owatonna, Minn.

b4 4 R
Office (and Library) of

A. W. LATHAM, Secretary,

207 KASOTA BLDG.

Minneapolis, Minn. 8/51/14

J. 4« Dobbin,
BExcelsior ,Minn.
Friend Dobbin,

I have this afternoon at hand your
favor of the 26th.inst. in which you sggsgest soume ohanges
in the sta'e fair premium list which you think would be
an advantage. There is so much to be said in reply to your
communication that I can hardly undertake to do it by letter,
I will say,however, that the Horticultural Society as such
has nothing whatever to dd with the getting up or correction
of the premium list of fruits being offered by the Minnesota
State Fair,and as far as oy recollection goes has never had
anvthing to do with it,at lsast not in the long period in
whiech I have been secretary. For nearly twenty years I was
surerintendent of that department and the state fair manage-
ment looked to we to prepare the premium list,which I did
usually in conjunction with Wyman Ellkot,now deceased. I
presume that suggestions may have been received from time to
time from others in regard to this,but I do not recall them.
Keither the Horticultural Society by committee nor the emecu-
tive board of the Hortiocultural 8cciety in person or by com—
mittee as far as ny knowledge goes has ever had anything to
do in preparing this premium list. The present superintend-
ent of that department has consulted with me two or three
times in regard to certain features of this list,but some
of the ochanges that have been made seem to me wise,and I
have tried in every way possible to be of assistance to him
in his work as it affects directly the members of the Horti-
cultural Society and the horticultural interests of the state.

The partioular class,87, to which you refer
has not been changed I know for se¥eral years, The purpose of
this class is undoubtedly to make a showing on a table by it~
self of the finest appearing fruit grown in the state of
Minnesota,and that is the result which has been obtained from

his particular premiuin.

The late keeping apples to whioch you refer
in your letter as newer and be*ter varieties may be seedlings
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and for them a special class is provided,olass No.89,for
which liberal premiums are offered. Undoubtedly changes

can be made in this olassification which would be an
advantage as without any question can be done also in

the ocase of other olasses,and I am sure the managemenht of
that department and myself as representing the Horticultural
Society would be very glad indeed to receive such suggestions.

That new varieties are not added to the

"fruit list* of the society or special premiums offered for
them is for a reason exactly opposite to the one which you
indicate. Por instance, jtwo of the nurserymen in the state
have bought the ?erkinéﬁlseedling orchard at Red Wing and
are propagating largely one of these seedlings named the
Red Wing. Now without doubt it would be a material advantase
to these nurseryumen{(who both happen to be on the Exscutive
Board of this society) Af the Red Wing could be added to the
"fruit list¥ of the society or even to the state fgir premiuw
1ist,but while it is apparently a variety of merilt it has
not been well tested throughout the state and it would give
a wrong impression for the society to endorse this fruis,
wihich would especially benefit two members of the board,
and such a recomuendation would sertainly arouse Jealousy

on the part of other nubserymen in the state who had not
growing a stook of this variety. The "fruit list® of the
soclety is guarded jealously by the fruit growers of the
state as well as the nurserymen to be sure that nothing

goes into it just because it would be a benefit to some
particular person and mgeht result in injury to the fruit
growing interests of the state. Perhaps you are referring
to certain varieties of winter apples that are grown to a
very limited extent top-worked on hardy stocks. The
question of success for commereial orchards of this type

is yet to be determined. I have feit personally encouraged
that something would come of efforts to grow apples in this
way,and I feel sure that the state failr management would
gladly put on their list such varieties as can be grown
top-worked when they are grown to anv such extent that there
would be competitive exhibits made of such sorts.
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While I have not g&one into all the de-
i

tails in replying to your letter I have tried to touch the
high points briefly. I hope you will come into the office
gsonetime and let me talk this matter over wi you when 1
can g0 into all the detail and you will appreciate more fully
han you can by this short comminication ny standpeint. In
' meantime I wish yvou would more definitely make suggestions
f changes that you think would be advisable in the state fair
list and also in the list of premiiums offered by the Horti-
cultural Society at the annual meeting,advance publication #g
which is t0o be found in the September rnumber Jjust out of v
press,probably you have received a ocopy. In this way the

- management will get the benefit of your ideas on the subjeot
and they will I assure you receive tre most.oareful consider-

[
8T100N.

I might say in regard to the premium
the winter meeting that this list is made up by the
etary upon consultation and approval of the meubers of

executive board.

Come in and sea me 48 soon 4s oconven-
he middle of the month I shall be in the office
Voednesday and iriday. After that hope to be in

Cordially,

Sec '3” °

P.8. The superintendent of the horticultural departuent

at the state fair evidently looks upon what I way have done
in connection with the premfium list as the work of the
soclety itself,but as you will see by this commxunication

it is whakout authority from the association,only represent-
ing uy personal oplnions,

A'Clc.'-"-voL.
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" To GREAT NORTHERN EXPRESS COMPANY,

For Transportation of _. e 2 L cad ot S L

a
|
|
b
|

From____

Charges Advanced to Express Co.

Total Charges,

Weight Reeceived Payment,

No. and Date of W.-B.




GREAT NORTHERN EXPRESS CO. MONEY ORDERS.

They are cheap, absolutely safe and can be purchased at any of the Company's
offices. They are payable ANYWHERE in the UNITED STATES, CANADA and

EUROPE. They are negotiable when properly indorsed and can be deposited in banks

same as currency. A RECEIPT is given with each order, which purchaser retains,
and money is PROMPTLY refunded if order is lost. For sending to EUROPE they
are better than any other medium, being safer and cheaper. The receivers will be
paid FULL FACE VALUE without discount. The most popular known method
for the transmission of money.
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S STATE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

BOARD OF MANAGHRS OFFICE OF SECRETARY

J. 8. PALMER L. G. KELLOGG
F. CRANEFIELD

MADISON, WIS., Jan.27,1914,

Annval Membership Fee, 5.50 Life Membership, S5

Mr, A, W, Latham, Sec.,

207 Kasota Eldge.,s

Minneapolis, Minn.,

Dear Mr, Lathami-
T cannot understand what has happened to Mackintosh

unless & severe bilious attack in the attempt to digest all he heard
here at lMadison,

I sincerely hope he has recovered by this time and
that you may have the pleasure of his company. Any time when you
get too much of it send him down here because we like him very muche

I am sending you an alleged portralt of the "rotten
apple man" which you may return at your convenienrce,

With very best wishes, I remain

Very truly yours,
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