
DHHS-East Central Advisory Board Meeting 
MINUTES JANUARY 16, 2007 4:35 – 6:20 P.M DHHS Conference Room, St. Cloud 

 

MEETING CALLED BY Ernie Watson 

TYPE OF MEETING Advisory Board’s Meeting 

FACILITATOR Ernie Watson 

NOTE TAKER Deb Rasmussen 

ATTENDEES Ernie Watson, Linda Hendrickson, Deb Riehl, Brenda Hommerding, Beth Schultz, and Guest 
Speaker, Deb Olson (Planner) from DHHSD Central Office 

ABSENTEES Laura Schmit, Jody Gertken-Teter, 

STAFF MEMBERS 
PRESENT 

Rich Diedrichsen, Regional Manager; Diane Leonard, Consultant; Kris Haffley, Interpreter and Deb 
Rasmussen, Admin. Assistant 

 

 

Agenda topics 
 
15 MINUTES CALL TO ORDER ERNIE WATSON 

DISCUSSION 
Ernie called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.  Brenda Hommerding was introduced to the committee 
members and a brief explanation of her role with Lifetracks. Brenda shared with the committee about 
“Hands and Voices” and that she and other will be attending a meeting in Utah to learn more.   

Diane shared that the 2 new members, Rebecca Crowell and Mark Stiegel were absent this time.  Ms. Crowell was on 
vacation and Diane wasn’t sure if Mark had forgotten or was unable to come at the last minute.  We will meet them at the 
next meeting. 

CONCLUSIONS Ernie will continue as chairperson for the next term. 

 

 

 

35 MINUTES MCDHH UPDATE BETH SCHULTZ 

DISCUSSION 

Two new members where added to MCDHH, Trudy Suggs and Dave Klyer.  Rick McPherson from the 
Disability Law Center spoke of the struggle and the final result the students from the St. Cloud area 
achieved through suing the driving schools. The students’ parents were reimbursed for the costs of the 
interpreters they paid.  Rick McPherson made the suggestion that MCDHH lobby to get state funding.  

Some ideas such as adding a surcharge to driver license or adding to the interpreter access fund through the Dept. of 
Education.  It was suggested to set up a committee to pursue this issue, Beth would be interested in being a part of the 
new committee.  Beth will keep this committee updated on the outcome.  Beth wanted to thank Diane Leonard for sending 
out information on the exciting news of the local television stations receiving close captioning monies. 
Candace Lindow Davies from Hands and Voices spoke about the Guide by Your Side Program.  They have trained parents 
guides in each of the regions that meet with parents of newly identified children who have a hearing loss.  They give the 
parents unbiased information of communication choices for their child.  Ms. Davies, along with other members will  
approach the legislature for a request of funding and would like MCDHH’s support.  More discussion to be discussed at the 
next meeting.  Beth shared that Hands and Voices have printed a new brochure, Brenda Hommerding (with Hands and 
Voices) has brought brochures with her and she will pass them out.  Mary Hartnett has hired a new assistant.  The agenda 
and other information for the committee members will be able to go out in a timely manner.  This will give Mary Hartnett 
more flexibility to focus on other needs at hand, especially with legislative time approaching. 

CONCLUSIONS N/A 

 

 



5 MINUTES ADVISORY MINUTES FROM SEPT. 19, 2006 MEETING ERNIE WATSON 

 

The acceptance/corrections of the September 19, 2006 minutes were over looked.  
Ernie asked members to review the minutes.  The minutes were approved; Beth 
Schultz made a motion to accept the minutes as written and Deb Riehl second the 
motion.   

 

CONCLUSIONS Minutes were approved as written.  

 

 
 

 

[TIME ALLOTTED] DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING REGIONAL 
REPORT 

DIANE LEONARD AND 
 RICH DIEDRICHSEN 

DISCUSSION 

  Diane began with an announcement for those who travel a distance to come to our Advisory Board 
meeting.  There are reimbursement forms that members can request for mileage. Please ask Diane or 
one of the staff members to give a copy to you.  Diane gave a brief update on the trainings she and Lisa 
have been presenting to the medical field in her region.   
  On January 27, 2007, SNO (Silent Night Out) sponsored a “come to skate, sign and socialize” event at 
the Skating Place here in St. Cloud.  Handouts were given to members. 
  Diane gave an update on the parents survey that been sent out.  There were expressions of interest in 
monthly family time.  The first event that will be planned is a cross cultural skating event on Feb. 7,  

2007, at Redwood Falls, MN,  from 10 AM to 1:00 PM.  This will be a joint venture between the Mankato and St. Cloud 
regions.  Handouts were given to members.  Another swim/socialization time for families with children who are deaf or 
hard of hearing will be at the Becker Community Center in Becker, MN on February 22 from 5:30 to 7:30 PM.  Handouts 
were given to each member.  For March, they are planning on a movie and for spring, a picnic will be planned.  Beth S. 
expressed interest in combining the family events with SNO group.  Beth and Lisa will join the next Socialization 
Committee meeting to discuss the possibilities.  
  April 28th will be a Disaster Preparedness Workshop.  A committee of different response members have been meeting to 
plan this event for those who are deaf, deaf/blind or hard of hearing.  The committee will mail out flyers to the 
community. 
  VP (video phone) has been set up in our space for staff use.  The number to call is the same as our main voice number, 
320-255-3502 or IP NUMBER 66.191.75.50.  
Diane shared that an all day seminar on “Displacing the Myths” has been set for March.  The first seminar that she had in 
December here in St. Cloud was successful.  The next seminar for March has yet to be determined where.  She is checking 
into space in Hutchinson, Brainerd or Cambridge. 
Rich shared that he will be hiring for the consultant position for the Western region.  Interviews are being set up at this 
time. 

CONCLUSIONS Beth and Lisa will meet with Diane and Socialization Committee members to discuss a collaboration of 
cross cultural events for families with children who are deaf, deafblind, or hard of hearing. 

Disaster Preparedness Workshop is set for April 28th. 

A consultant for the West Central region will be hired. 
 

 

1 HOUR MENTAL HEALTH DEB OLSON 

DISCUSSION 

Ernie introduced Deb Olson and thanked her for coming.  Deb Olson began by discussing the roles that 
each planner has within Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Division (DHHSD).  In mental health, Deb is 
the planner who oversees the grant.  Amy McQuaid oversees the grant of interpreter related issues and 
Jan Radatz oversees the grants for the deaf/blind related issues.  Deb gave a summary of the grant 
contracts. 

Deb O. began with explaining how children with Lifetrack Resources and the greater Minnesota assessment service, 
Lifetrack Resources provides communication appropriate specialized psychological and social assessments, follow-up, 
school and family consultation and training to benefit children who are deaf, deafblind or hard of hearing in the 0 to 21 
ages who live in greater Minnesota, outside the seven-county metro area.  She also explained when there is no licensed 
psychologist in Minnesota who specializes in a unique assessment, they will fly in a specialist.  Deb gave handouts and 
shared websites that will give pertinent information and schedules. 
Ms. Olson shared training/workshops that Kim Opatz coordinates, St. Cloud has both.  Metro base 2005 Fiscal year 06 
Volunteers of America has explained to St. Cloud due to popular needs.  A licensed psychologist can work one on one 
under the contract.  MSAD receives satellite sessions, it began for 6 students and now there are 15 students being seen. 
St. Cloud schools have expressed that they do not want sessions onsite, a neutral site was needed.  As of to date there 
have been no issues with this arrangement, its working smoothly.  Another form of contact is through Tele-Med.  That is 
the use of a secure video site to site.  VP (video phone) is not a secure site.  The psychologist has been seeing MSAD 



students through Tele-Med conferencing.  Volunteers of America will expand their services in 2007.  Handouts given. 
Ms. Olson explained about the mental health residential treatment center, it’s an assisted living housing for those 18 years 
old and above.  At present, all 10 units are filled. 
Regions HWP has been 10 years operational with internship possibilities.  Deb gave a brief explanation on their services.  
Regions HWP will have a spring conference on May 11, 2007.  Deb also explained what is new on Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing Service Divisions website (dhhsd.org).  Ms. Olson shared the new mental health mobile health team that will help 
fill part of the gap with the closing of the RTC centers.  Crisis hospital and team will come to the site.  This will begin in 
the Metro area first.  Deb Olson is filling in as the interim director until the position is filled.  Ms. Olson described the 
proposed mental health facility at Pallard Hall.  It will be a residential mental health facility for children in Minnesota, it will 
be self contained, 24 – 7,  short term facility of 3 to 7 months, although it can be stretched to 1 year.  The age range will 
be 12 to 16 years old.  Discussion followed.  Ernie thanked Deb Olson for coming and explaining her role and what grants 
she oversees and how it affects the deaf community in Minnesota. 

CONCLUSIONS An understanding of the mental health grants  

 

 

 

30 MINUTES OLD BUSINESS MEMBERS 

DISCUSSION 

Drive’s Education; settlement agreement.  Question asked of Ernie….Have you seen a difference and is 
the system working smoothly?  Ernie shared his views and a discussion followed.  There had been 
suggestions of adding a surcharge onto a driver’s license, or adding to the interpreter access fund 
through the Dept. of Education.  At present, the local (St. Cloud) instruction schools formed a pool to pay 
for interpreting services.  As part of the settlement, the students’ parents were reimbursed for the costs 
of interpreters that they paid.  There was a discussion that MCDHH would be interested in pursuing this 
issue before the legislators.   Ernie shared that the outlook for deaf students finding a job opportunity 
was bleak.  If the student didn’t live by the bus line or had no way of getting to a job site then it was not 
possible for the student who was deaf to find a job.  This was very unfair for the deaf.  Discussion 
followed. 

Ernie shared that there will be no track and field day this year.  The students and the parents had a great time and was 
very appreciative of the track and field day they had.  The students and parents both would like to see this as a yearly 
event but unfortunately Mary Cashman-Bakken from Resources will only fund this event every other year.  A question was 
ask on the possibility of a grant for funding of this event yearly.  Different suggestions were made and discussed.  This will 
be tabled until more information can be gathered. 
Community Forum –Rich shared the feedback they were gathered and what action will be developed from the feedback.  
By next meeting, Rich will have more information to share with the committee. 
SNO – Jody being absent, Beth Schultz gave a brief update.  On January 27th will be a family event at the Skatin Place 
here in St. Cloud.  It was decided to charge for the event.  The last event they had they began charging admission and it 
did not pose any problems, which they were hoping it wouldn’t.  The one obstacle they faced was that students from ASL 
1 came and had a hard time struggling to understand.  SNO means Silent Night Out and teachers need to stress it means 
“silent” so that students are aware of what they will encounter and they must know signs.  The committee members on 
SNO are Sue Femling, Cory Cook (an interpreter in the Willmar area), Beth, Jody and Lisa. 
Lifetracks –Brenda gave out new brochures and those that are left over can be left here in the St. Cloud office.  Brenda 
talked about the view to guide program and websites that she will email to Deb (Admin. Assistant) to add to the minutes. 
Brenda presented to the Region 5 meeting and from this presentation Brenda received 3 family referrals which was very 
exciting to her.  She has a total of 13 families in this region. 
Brenda suggested to Beth that SNO maybe broaden out to include those who do not sign, there are other languages to 
include, this would be a fun option to explore all the different types of languages.  Beth Diane and Brenda will collaborate 
at the next Socialization with other teachers of Deaf & HH. 
Brenda shared about the annual training that will be in May, the national Hand and Voices.  It will probably be in the Metro 
area, she is hoping that other areas will be considered for the training. 
Plays – Deb Riehl and Ernie Watson.  A question was ask about MSAD bringing their play here.  It was explained that they 
bring their plays to the outstate every other year.  It was suggested bussing students to MSAD.  Discussion followed.  The 
Deaf and hard of hearing teachers conference will be in Brainerd.  An idea suggested was to have the plays at the Central 
Lakes College.  Ernie will approach the new principal to discuss the possibilities.  Funding is the issue, more discussion 
followed.  Another idea was to have a play at Tech High School in the fall and at Apollo High School in the spring.  More 
discussion on interpreter funding.  A suggestion was about using the gifted moneys that might be available, but the 
request must be worded correctly.  Another suggestion was to bring the students to the Orpheum Theater on the 
scheduled interpreter night. 

 

CONCLUSIONS More ideas -leading to funding for plays and track and field yearly event. 

Collaboration between Brenda of Hand and Voices , Diane of DHHS and Beth of SNO to what possibilities are out there to 
explore. 



Community Forum feedback and what it has produced for the future. 

 

30 MINUTES NEW BUSINESS MEMBERS 

DISCUSSION Regional Camp March 1 and 2, 2007.  Will St. Cloud be going?  No word as yet.  The ages?? K-12 

Optimism Club –it is a public speaking contest for deaf or hard of hearing students.  The prize is $1,000 scholarship.  
Judges are needed, those who can be impartial, three judges are needed.  Discussion followed. 

 

CONCLUSIONS N/A 

 

 
NEXT MEETING  The next Advisory meeting will be on May 15, 2007 from 4:30 to 6:00 PM 

AJOURNMENT  Meeting adjourned at 6:18 PM 

SPECIAL NOTES Brenda promised to send the websites she spoke of, it has been attached to the minutes. 

 
 New at the University of Minnesota: 
 
 

1. The deadline for applications to the Professional Rural Education Program (PREP) is March 1st.  For information go to:  
http://education.umn.edu/EdPsych/SpecialEd/dhh 

2. If you have anyone interested in the different D/HH teacher preparation programs around the country, visit: 
www.deafed.net/diversity/main.htm 

3. Dr. Rose and Dr. Hooper have successfully started an on-line ASL tutorial.  For information visit: 
http://education.umn.edu/CI/Faculty/research/  For a demonstration of the software visit: 
http://avenueasl.education.umn.edu/info/ 

4. State Resource Center D/HH conference:  Vendor opportunity:  Thursday the 26th of April. 
5. www.Prepit.org is the site you might want to visit if you are interested in learning from the rural d/hh teacher modules.  (ever 

increasing it’s resources) 
6. Progress Monitoring is a ‘hot-topic’ at the U of MN.  visit the national website at: studentprogress@air.org  

 

http://education.umn.edu/EdPsych/SpecialEd/dhh
http://www.deafed.net/diversity/main.htm
http://education.umn.edu/CI/Faculty/research/
http://avenueasl.education.umn.edu/info/
http://www.prepit.org/
mailto:studentprogress@air.org
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