
DHHS-East Central Advisory Board Meeting 
MINUTES JANUARY 16, 2008 4:35 – 5.35 P.M DHHS Conference Room, St. Cloud 

 

MEETING CALLED BY Diane Leonard 

TYPE OF MEETING Advisory Board’s Meeting 

FACILITATOR Diane Leonard 

NOTE TAKER Deb Rasmussen 

ATTENDEES Brenda Hommerding, Beth Schultz, Laura Schmidt, and Jody Teter 

ABSENTEES Linda Hendrickson, Ernie Watson, Rebecca Crowell, and Mark Stiegel 

STAFF MEMBERS 
PRESENT 

Rich Diedrichsen, Regional Manager; Diane Leonard, Consultant; Lisa Hennen, Consultant; Jenny 
Robinson, Interpreter and Deb Rasmussen, Admin. Assistant 

 

 

Agenda topics 
 
 CALL TO ORDER DIANE LEONARD 

DISCUSSION 

Diane called meeting to order and shared with the board members that she need to leave the 
meeting early because of a scheduling conflict.  Rich will finish chairing the meeting.  Diane also 
shared that Ernie Watson will be coming late today, he had an after school event that he was 
involved in.  Debra Dotzler completed her 3-year term, and she decided resign.  Her position will 
not be filled until next year, in order to keep the numbers of people rotating on/off the same each 
year. If anyone has someone in mind for her position, please contact Diane. 
 

Diane asked if any of the members would be interested in chairing the meetings for the year.  Ernie Watson who has 
chaired for 2 years, has met the two one-year chairperson term requirements this year.  At this meeting, no one has 
offered to chair.  Diane will contact the other members. 
 
Minutes from the previous meeting stand as written with no change.  Rich talked about recruitment for the MCDHH Board 
position.  No one at this time has volunteered. 
 

CONCLUSIONS Diane will follow up with absentee members regarding chairing for this year. 
Rich and Diane will follow up with absentee members regarding the MCDHH Board position. 

 
 
 MCDHH UPDATE RICH DIEDRICHSEN/BRENDA HOMMERDING 

DISCUSSION 
At this present time we do not have a representative for MCDHH. Rich shared the upcoming agenda 
for MCDHH and the minutes from the previous meeting held at Breezy Point Lodge in Brainerd, MN. 
At this time we do not have an MCDHH Rep.  

CONCLUSIONS A copy of the agenda and meeting minutes will be scanned and added to these minutes. 

 
 
 

 DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING REGIONAL REPORT DIANE LEONARD 

DISCUSSION 

Diane gave an update on the work she has been doing in her region.  The family socialization 
program has been busy with activities for students who are deaf and hard of hearing.  The activities 
included: a Hoedown event in October, Signing Santa planned by Deb Doltzler’s ASL class again this 
year and doing a wonderful job, bowling in February, parent information night with Dr. Ron 
Lyburger in October, and an emergency training collaboration with Beth Schultz of CSD in 
November. 

Diane also shared upcoming events; an EMS (Emergency Medical Service) presentation with Stearns County Emergency 
Management Director, Marv Klugg at St. John’s University, two all day seminar trainings–one in Willmar on March 4th with 
Lisa Hennen (West Central consultant) and the other in Buffalo on April 22.  The all day seminars have been very 
beneficial with great feedback.  Due to the great feedback, this has generated many requests for in-house trainings to 
those who were unable to send their staff to the all day trainings.  The Deaf Mentor program training in November (2007) 
had Seven people completing the program and 5 new people are set to attend and complete the Deaf Mentor training 
January 22 – 24, 2008.  Lisa has 2 families (with a 3rd interested), in the West Central region and Diane has 5 families in 



the East Central region paired with a mentor.  Because of funding limits there can only be 2 families per region.  It is 
hoped that the legislature will see the need and increase the grant monies.  Brenda Hommerding has share this need at 
the next Hands and Voices meeting and also will stress to Mary Hartnett (MCDHH) of the need for increase in funding from 
the legislators.   
 
Diane shared about the PTE (Pathways to Employment) goal of helping the deaf and hard of hearing workers stay in their 
positions or have advancement opportunities with the temporary loan of adaptive equipment.  By loaning this type of 
equipment to the employers, it shows that there are other ways for a person with a hearing loss to do their jobs. 
 
Rich as been asked to do a presentation to regional rep. public health nurses.  These nurses work in homed and may come 
in contact with families who need of services that are not aware of our programs.  Rich will be creating informational 
packets; both Beth CSD and Brenda Voice & Hands asked to have their brochures included also.  Rich has asked for 40 
brochures.  Rich has also stressed the importance of the PTE program from alarm clocks to get workers to work on time to 
adaptive equipment that will enable the workers who are deaf or hard of hearing to continue with their positions or to 
advance from their current position. 

CONCLUSIONS Beth Schultz from CSD and Brenda Hommerding from Voice and Hands will get their brochures to 
Rich by the following Thursday from this advisory meeting. 

 
 

 NEW BUSINESS MEMBERS 

DISCUSSION 

March – Diversity Day, this item tabled until Ernie Watson arrives for the meeting. 
 
Rich asked if any of the members had a speaker they would like to come and share at our advisory 
meetings?  Please leave the contact or any other information with Diane and she will do her best to 
get the speaker to come and present.  Ideas suggested were: Rebecca Crowell from SCSU 
presenting, Diane will follow up on the idea. 

Winter/spring events, Diane and Lisa are working with SNO to set up events for families/children.  Last year our region and 
the South Central region had a skating party with 50 people showing up to skate and do crafts.  
 
SW Coop symposium for parents of deaf and hard of hearing children is scheduled for February 21 & 22nd.  They are still 
looking for funding.  Kim Konerza (Monticello) would like to also do such an event in Regions 5 & 7. 
 
It was suggested that the West central advisory members and the East central advisory members have a one time joint 
meeting.  Possibly in May or in the fall of the year? 
 
Brenda Hommerding shared the new parent guide.  Their group also will have a skating event at the St. Louis Park.  There 
will be a meeting at the U of M on March 5th.  The Spanish Support Community meeting is February 8th in the metro area.  Rich 
stated that there is a large Migrant Council office in Willmar.   
 
St. Cloud Deaf Club will have a snow tubing day at Powder Ridge from 5 to 7 PM.  The cost is $15. 
 
There will be a spaghetti dinner fund raiser for MADC; the conference will be here in Waite Park in 2009, the cost of the 
dinner will be $5.  There are no advance ticket sales.  The conference committee is beginning planning now. 
 
Rich shared about the upcoming HLAA conference in Las Vegas, NV.  The local HLAA group will begin meeting again 
starting in March.  The group stops from Jan. & Feb. because of the snow birds. 
 
The St. Paul Expo will be at the River Center, St. Paul, in September of 2008. 
 
CSD –VRS (video relay service), not affiliated with CSD, but kept the name, has set up shop here in our building next door 
to us.  There will be 6 interpreter stations, at present construction is still going on.  
 
Mental Health therapist will be housed here in our space.  Diane gave an update on what will happen in our region when 
the full time therapist has been hired and housed.  Kris Swan who has been coming to our office every 2 weeks to meet 
with patients will no longer come and the patients will begin seeing the new person who has been hired.  The Rochester 
area will also have a new therapist to cover their region.  The target date for Rochester will be February 1st.  The new hire 
for our region was to have begun the first week in January; unfortunately they had to re-post the position. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Diane will contact advisory members for possible names of speakers they would like to present at 
the advisory meeting.  Diane will also talk with Rebecca Crowell regarding a possible presentation 
from her. 
 
Diane and Lisa will set up a time for a joint advisory meeting. 

NEXT MEETING  
The next two Advisory meeting will be May 13, 2008 and September 9, 2008, from 4:30 to 
6:00 PM in the conference room at St. Cloud DHHS.  Rich asked if the second Tuesday of the 
month still works for the members, the group said yes.   

AJOURNMENT  A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 5:23 PM. 
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