
SE AC Meeting Minutes 
Oct 26, 2010 

 
Attended: Jerry P, Sue G, Nancy, Tracy, Carol, Mary Ellen (1 ½ year) 
 
Budget Consolidation- 
 Sue rep for the commission 
 Advisory committee handbook 
 
Sue- 
 Introduced everyone 
 
How the commission and AC- 
 Carol-thanked Sue to attend the Commission 
 Tracy will ce working with sue re: report to commission 
 DHH and commission celebration-mini celebration of the bigger meeting with the AC 

Sue Role-what his brought up at the AC and Bring to the Commission-went through the 
PD-sue/parent, mary ellen/parent and parent guide 

 Will elect chairperson – usually the rep commission is the chairperson 
  #2 and 3 real important re: accessibility 
 
Relay – Jerry listedn to concerns re: relay does some training to agencies re: relay, vp, video – jerry is 
more about landline – questions re: VP and TTY 
 
Mary Ellen – hands and voices/advisory notes 
 Safety fair – for schools in Twin Cities – 300 kids attended – talked about safety 
 New Parent Packet changes 

Work with MDH – referrals with newborns-follow up with parents. Be sure to go on to early 
intervention services. What all communications-what is available-support for parents of newly 
diagnosed child-help parent become advocates for themselves. 
Packet (1) MDH binder-for the Audiologists with inserts for parents to put papers in. 
 Family Picnic in August 
 Fall event families go to apple orchard/Mazeppa 
Corn maze, hayride 55 mix with deaf and HH families 
Eddie Early Hearing Detections intervention start Rochester. 
Started teams with Mayo and Olmsted and Faribault – Region 10 has 2 teams – individual teams 
and regional teams0 
North region 10 – Eddie/Faribault 
South Region 10 – Eddie team/Rochester 
Letter first Audiology will inform parent someone will call Hands and voices after the 

parent guide talks to them – send out packet 
Referral – about 4 every 3 months 



 Parent Packet can be overwhelming 
 Department of heath informs Hands and Voices 
  Nov 1st – packet eill be online 
 New Beginnings Book 
 
Jerry – Are they introduced to other parents in the area- Mary Ellen – does training parents to work with 
parents 
 
 
DHS Consolidation –  
 DHS mandate cut 17.5 million – 117 positions were cut last 3 months early retirement several 
opted for retirement. Cuts, salaries, rent – Rochester – close to double - than Mankato rent office gave 
up state cars. $500,000 in cuts last couple of years cut from grants – try to use some federal monies – 
this year 350,00  greater MN assessment service – looking at ways to recoup children mental health and 
families to see if they can rake on deaf. 
 Have not filled behind vacancies – retirements and resignations - 6 positions not filling - will hire 
a consultant 
 Tracy has 3 – getting close to hire consultant on a temp basis – Tracy WDC – will continue to give 
services. 
 Look at basic needs of people – referral to employment and education. Home health care and 
lental health needs –  
 Nancy taking on the southern area 
 Services will continue 
 Olmsted county will allow is to use some space to provide services – transfer will 800 
Do less of is how to respond to trainings and presentations/statewide trend – will continue to present to 
agencies. 
 Work plan doe th whole region 
 Workload – service needed – region – Deaf/HH – counties. 
Depend on situation how soon CH is seen? Response tome has quick 
 
Mary elen – families need assistance in filling out papers – woild still be available if they need assistance 
– carol – advisory – to hearing families with Deaf and Hard of Hearing Child – referral where to get 
assistance. 
 
Deaf Mentor – 3 families – had not time to set-up appointments with them. 
 
Follow up questions – please call us/AC members. 
  
Nancy – Serving South – 19 to 29 counties – flooding flyers sent to contact Nancy – some areas still out 
of their home – processing apps – getting ready for the move. 
 



Tracy – clients served 3 files – 25 documented – normally 10-15; busy working with clients – most know 
dual role. 
 MN Hands and Voices – Attend in August. 

Jan – ice skating party – started 11 years ago – cross cultural activity in SW for January All 
Seasons Arena, Mankato January 12 

 
Terry – 21 active cases in southern MN 
Alison presented to St Louis county human service in Duluth – mental health in rural areas. 
 
Sara – working different projects – Sara, Paula and Tracy – After the move 
 
Sue move to Mankato - Perfect location – more collaboration with rehab services. 
 
Mary Ellen – where will we meet – AC or are we done? Will continue to meet, Olmsted county agreed to 
use space – AC will continue. 
 
Next MCDHH meeting is November 19 –  
 
Meeting adjourned at 4pm 
 
 



 
 

 





 


