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State of Minnesnta

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
Saint HPaul

ELMER A. BENSON
GOVERNOR

=0 June 18,1937.

Mr. Theodore Blegen,
Secretary,

State Historical Soclety,
Ba il YT a i ng:

Dear Mr, Blegen:

Chapter 63, of Laws of 1937, creates a
State Geographic Board to consist of the Commissioner
of Conservation, the Commissioner of State Highways,
and the Superintendent of the Minnesota Historical
Soclety, which Board 1s to perform certain functions 1n
connection with the naming and re-naming of lakes and
other bodles of water and to cooperate with the U.S.
Geographic Board in eliminating duplications and con-
flicting designations of geographlic features of the state.

For the purpose of gilving the Board an
opportunity to organize and to conslder the fleld in
which it 1s to function under this law, I am calling a
meeting of the Board, to be held in the office of the
Commissioner of Conservation on Tuesday, June 22nd, at
3:30 P.M.

Hoping that you will be present at this
meetling, I am

Sincer¢ly yours,

Governor
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Mr, Theodore E. Blegen, Secretary

Minnesota Historical Socliety
St. Paul Minnesota

Dear Mr. Blegen:

Your letter of July 6 to Dr. George N. Fuller of the
State Historical Commission, relative to the activities of our
geozrapvhic names board, has been referred to me by Dr. Fuller for
congideration and reply.

Our board is of quasi-legal standing, being ap-
pointed by the Governor under certain general prerogatives of his
office. This board was appointed to meet a need for some sort of
clearing house to handle the problem of lake and stream name
changes desired by the various and many communities in the lake
rezgions of Michigan, There are so many duplications of names, par-
ticularly certain names such as Mud, Round, Long, Crooked, Crystal,
Clear, Pine, etc., that much confusion has arisen, particularly
among the resort and recreation people and their clientelle. Of
the more then 4000 lekes with names, 46 names account for 1252 of the
lakes; 2771 lakes share their names with others; and only 1416
have names that are entirely individual, The rapid development of
the resort and recreation resources of the State led to a rather
general although unorganized and independent movement for the
elimination of these duplicated names and especially of many of
the very unappropriate ndmes which were found to work to the disad-
vantage of resort and recreation development along certsin lakes,

Our committee acts as the clearing house for 211
these movements, a bureau of information as to procedure for the
selection and adoption of appropriate names that these names shall
have legal recognition in the State laws and also with the Federal
authorities. Through the press we have given notice to the public
that our committee would be gled to assist any local organization
in this work. To forestall any resentment on the part of local
authorities such as the county boards of supervisors, we mede it
clear that we had no authority and would not attempt to exert any
authority in the selection and adoption of nemes, and emphasized
the fact that the selection and adoption of lake and stresm names




#2 Mr. Theodore E. Blegen

was entirely a matter for the local authorities, which, in this
State, is the county board of supervisors.

From the National Board of Geographic Names we ob-
oined infbrmation as to the policies of that organization with
respect to lake and stream names, and also as to their specific
requirements in the way of formal application, procedure, conditions,
and supporting evidence. We then drafted a leaflet of instructions
as to procedure and certain forms for record in the county, in our
office, and in the office of the National Geographic Board. We are
gsending a get of these leaflets.

As to the part we play in suggesting names, we keep
away from recommending specific names and content ourselves with
the general suggestion that the name should be distinetive, that is
not duplicated elsewhere in the State, that the name might well be
in honor of some pioneer citizen or settler, an Indian Chief, 2
historic event, or place, a2 distinctive physical feature, and the
like. We usually cite to the inquirer that in Michigan we have
some 200 "Mud" lakes, scores of Round, Long, and Crooked lakes,
numerous Blue and Black Lakeg, like numbers of Bear, Bass, Perch,
Pickeral, etc. We perhaps over-emphasize the importance of getting
distinctive names, because of the utter confusion we have among
the lakes having numerous duplicated names.

Our experience has been that local organizations
such as the pioneer societies, literary clubs, women's clubs, resort
agsociations, real estate development companies, etec., take an
active interest and cooperate sometimes to a degree more or less
embarrassing. Generglly the county boards of supervisors listen
with rather sympathetic ears and give rather ready assent to the
adoption of disgstinctive and appropriate names of lakes in their
respective counties.

Lack of personnel that could be actively assigned
to this work has mede progress much slower than one could desire,
but for all that we have aided in the changing of scores of names
in the last few years. We are slowly reducing the list of our
duplicated lake and stream names.

Very trul

R, A, Smith, STATE GEOLOGIST
EOLOGICAL SURVEY DIVISION




PROCEDURE FOR OFFICIALLY CHANGING NAMES OF LAKES

(Same procedute applies to streams)

1. Have the County Board of Supervisors of the county in which

the lake or lakes are situated pass a resolution favoring
and approving the proposed change in name of the lake or
lakes, This resolution must mention each lake separately,
stating:

(a) Name or names by which the lake is now known

(b) Location by section, to mship and range

(¢) The proposed name

(d) Reason that the proposed name is considered
necessary or advisable,

Have the County Clerk furnish you a certified copy of the

County Board of Supervisors' resolution of approval,

Forvard this certified copy of the resolution to George N.

Fuller, Sec'y. Michigan Historical Commission, State Oftice
Building, Lansing, Michigean.

The State Committee on Geographic Names ill then consider and

: £ 4

act on the proposed name or names as approved in the County
Board of Supervisors' resolution. If the State Comnittee
concurs with the County Board of Supervisors in their action,
that Committee ~111 forward the certified copy of the

County Board's resolution together with its recommendations
to the U. 8, Geographic Board, Washington, D.C., for that
Board'g consideration., The action of the U, 8. Geographic
Board will be final. Their approval will assure the use of
the proposed name or names on all future maps on which the
place and feature names have official standing.

the lake or stream lies partly in another county or coun-—
ties, joint action should be taken by the counties concerned.

The U. 8. Geographic Board rill advise the State Committee as

to the final and official decision on the proposed name
changes. The State Committee will then transmit copies of
that decision to the County Clerk and yourself.

Yours respectfully,
STATE COMMITTEE ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES
G, N. Fuller, Chairman, Lgnsing

R, A. Smith, Lansing
L. R, Schoenmann, Lansing




STATE OF MICHIGAN
STATE COMMITTEE ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES
Room 641 State Office Building, Lansing, Michigan

G. N. Fuller, Chairman

The resolution of the Board of Supervisors of the County of

adopted while in session at , Michigan on the

19 , proposing that the name of

located within that county and which empties into %
north east
on section _, township number_____south, range number

from Lo

for the reason that

is hereby approved disapproved by the State Committee on Geographic Names for the

reason

Signed and Certified Chairman
by the
State Committee on Geographic Names
on

19

Original copy forwarded to the United States Geographic Board, Washington, D. C.

on 19

By

(For Rivers and streams)




STATE OF MICHIGAN

STATE COMMITTEE ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES

Room 641 State Office Building, Lansing, Michigan

G. N. Fuller, Chairman

This is to advise you that the resolution adopted by the Board of

when in session at

Supervisors of the County of

Michigan on the

19___, proposing that the name

located within the county of

sections
and situated on section

be changed from

north

to

for the reason that

has_ been approved by the State Committee on Geographic Names

Very respectfully yours,

Chairman
~tate Committee on Geographic Names

(For Lakes)




Form for Officially Changing the Name

To Whom It May Concern:

the following resolution was adopted:

MOVED by Supervisor

SECONDED by Supervisor

That the name of located within the county of
section north,

weceeeenee-@d B8ituated on’sections
east,

MOTION CARRIED

Whereas it is desired that the name adopted by the above resolution be used in the

future maps, reports and documents that may be published by the State of Michigan

and the United States Government;

Therefore, in order that the above action of the Board of Supervisors shall be brought
to the attention of the proper State and United States officials;

Be it further resolved that the County Clerk be hereby directed to forward a signed
and certified copy of these resolutions together with attached map or township
plat showing the particular lake affected to the State Committee on Geographic
Names, Room 323 State Office Building, Lansing, Michigan for transmittal by that
Committee to the United States Geographic Board.

Signed and Certified by




Form for Officially Changing the Name
of
Rivers and Streams
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
To Whom It May Concern:

At a session of the Board of Supervisors of the county of

BelEEaL o R o Ean onithe
the following resolution was adopted:

MOVED by Supervisor :

SECONDED by Supervisor

That the name of. = sl i et GG 0O Within: the couniy;i of

i

cecascosandewhichvenpties dnbor o s o weelar op s e il e e
north, east,
on section........, township number...........south, range number.......west, be changed from

for the reason that

MOTION CARRIED

Whereas it is desired that the name adopted by the above resolution be used in the
future maps, reports and documents that may be published by the State of Michigan
and the United States Government;

Therefore, in order that the above action of the Board of Supervisors shall be brought
to the attention of the proper State and United States officials;

Be it further resolved that the County Clerk be hereby directed to forward a signed
and certified copy of these resolutions together with attached map or township
plat showing the particular river or stream affected to the State Committee on
Geographic Names, Room 641 State Office Building, Lansing, Michigan for transmit-
tal by that Committee to the United States Geographic Board.

Signed and Certified by

Dated




UL 14 1937
STATE OF WISCONSIN

FILE REFERENCE: CONSERVATION DEPARTMENT

Geographic Names MADISON

July 13, 1937

Mr, Theodore C., Blegen
Secretary and Superintendent
Minnesota Historical Society
Saint Paul, Minnesota

Dear Mr. Blegen:

I regret that this is my first opportunity to reply to
your letter of July 6, inquiring about the activities of the
Wisconsin state geographic board.

There 1is attached for your information a copy of section
23.256 of the Wisconsin statutes, which deals with the estab-
lishment and duties of the Wisconsin geographic board., I
believe that it will answer most of your questions as to
method of procedure.

It 1s the usual policy of the Wisconsin board not to
name lakes and streams for individuals unless they are no
longer living, or there 1s some historical value attached.
However, in rare instances, this poliey is laid aside.
Indian names are acceptable, but care is exercised that
words from local tribes are used.

At the inception of its work in 1931, the Wisconsin board
took the initiative in some cases by asking that local people
suggest new names for lakes and streams which were known by
names much duplicated in the state., This was especlally true
in one or two of the northern counties, where opportunity
arose with the compilation and publication of new sets of
townshlp maps by the land economic inventory of Wisconsin,

All of the names as shown on these maps were approved by the
state geographic board and by the U, B8, Board.

As a general rule, however, it is the local residents
who wish to eliminate duplication or name a feature hitherto
unnamed, and apply to the board for official action, who start
the ball rolling. In instances where the state board does not
approve of the names suggested, the person first asking that
a name be designated as official 1s requested to submit new
names, and at times the field personnel of the conservation




Mr., Theodore C. Blegen - July 13, 1937

department 1s appealed to for assistance in this line. The
Wisconsin board is fortunate in having the field force of

the conservation department to assist in contacting the local
people. Without it, there would be much more delay in secur-
ing suggestions for names, etc., since we would have to depend
upon the co-operation of county officials.

The names, after they have been approved by the state
geographlc board, are submitted to the county board for approv-
al,. Following this, they are forwarded to the U, S. Geographic
Board, upon whose sanction the change becomes final, The pro-
cedure sometimes requires several months, as the boards do not
convene often, and favorable action 1s not always forthcoming.

At times, a county board will take the initiative and
pass a resolution changing the name of a geographic feature
in thelr county, then submitting it to the state board for
approval, In whatever way the action starts, however, it
must have the approval of the county board and the state
geographic board before it is finally submitted to the U, S,
board.

I trust that this will give you somewhat of an insight
into the workings of the Wisconsin geographic board, and if
we can be of any further help, we shall always be glad to
hear from you.

ry t ly ours, ,f

{/’lf) /’M

Cfﬁad%enzie, Secretary”
State Geographic Board ‘




Wisconsin Conservation Department
Madison, Wisconsin

Section 23.25 GEOGRAPHIC BOARD, MEMBFRSHIP, POWERS,

(1) Membership. The state geographic board shall
consist of the conservation director, the state geologist, and the state
chief engineer, The conservation director shall be the secretary and
executive officer of the board, and the conservation commisesion shall be

its administrative agent.

(8) Duties. It shall be the duty of the state geographic
board and it shall have power and authority:

(a) To determine the correct and most appropriate
names of the lakes, streams, places and other geographic features in
the state, and the spelling thereof;

(b) To pass upon and give names to lakes, streams,
places and other geographic features in the state for which no single
generally accepted name has been in use;

(e) In co-operation with county boarde and with their
approval, to change the names of lakes, streams, places and other
geographic features, with the end in viev of eliminating, as far as
possible, duplication of names within the state;

(d) To prepare and publish an official state dictionary
of geographic names and to publish the same, either as a completed whole
or in parts when ready;

(e) To serve as the state representative of the United
States geographic board and to co-operate with the said board to the end
that there shall be no conflict between the state and federal designations
of geographic features in the state,

(3) Acts official, Whenever the state geographic board
shall have given a name to any lake, stream, place or other geographic
feature within the state, or determined the correct spelling of any such
name, 1% shall be used in all maps, reports and other publications there-
after issued by the state or any of its politiecal subdivisions, and shall
be deemed the official name of such geographic feature,

(4) Actions final, ¥No person shall in any advertisement or
publication attempt to modify local usage or name unnamed geographic
features without first obtaining the approval of the state geographic
board. In case of a violation of this subsection, the geographic board
shall promptly announce its disapproval and shall thereafter adopt an
official name for such feature.
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July 19, 1937

Mr. Herman C. Wenzell
Commissioner of Conservation
State Office Building

8t. Paul, Minnesota

Dear Mr. Wenzell:-

Under an act of the legislature approved March 8,
1937, the establishment of a Minnesota S8tate Geographic
Board was provided. I enclose for your information a ;
copy of the act and you will notice that the Board i
is made up of the Conservation Commissioner, the Com-
missioner of Highways, and the Superintendent of the
State Historiamrl Soclety.

An organisation meeting of the Board was held on
June 22, and in order to give you an idea of what was
done, I am enclosing a copy of the minutes of the meeting. P s

Following up the suggestlon made at the meeting
that an opinion should be sought from the attorney gen-
eral as to the validity of the law, I took that matter
up with Attorney General Ervin. I enclose herewith Lo
a copy of the reply recelved from his office. I have

also corresponded with the U, S. Beographlc Board and

with neighbor boards in Wisconsin and Michigan, and I
shall be gled to bring with me to the next meseting of our
own Board the letters that I have giving information

about the work in these nemr by states.

I think that we are probably in & position to block
out a more definite program of action for our Board when
it holds its next meeting. May I suggest that you call
such a meeting whenever you would like to have 1%t held.
I may add that I am about to go away for a little vaca-
tion but if I find that I cannot attend the meeting I
shall delegate the curator of our museum, Mr., Willoughby
M, Babcock, to attend in my place.

With good wishes

S8incerely yours
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ST.PAUL, MINN, July 21813, 1937

Mr. Theodore C. Blegen
Minnesota Hlstorical Society
Saint Paul, Minn.,

Dear Mr. Blegen:-

I have received your letter of July 19th, calling
my attention to the act which was approved this year by the
Legislature, establishing the Minnesota State Geographic
Board, and note what you say.

I have been exceedingly busy re-organizing the
department as provided for in the new law and I believe it
will be at least two or three weeks before I can get into
this matter, after which time I shall notify the members of

the Board and we will take up the questions provided for in
the law,

I appreciate your calling my attention to this,

Very truly yours,

/e

Herman C. Wenzel
Commissioner of
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September 17th, 1937

Mr. Henry E. C Deputy Director
Division of Lands and Minerals
BU I L.D.IEN G

Dear Mr.Cass:-

With this I am sending you the material covering the
proposal made by Edward G, Pleva for working on the names of
lakes, streems, rivers, etc. in Minnesota with a view toward
clessifying, indexing and re-naming them where necessary. This
work is to be done under the direction of the Geographic Board
end you will note that Mr. Pleva expects no compensation for his
services.

As indicated, Mr. Wenzel is agreeable that Pleva
should be given en opportunity to do this work provided there
are no strings attached. I have studied the matter and believe
that Mr. Pleve is sincere and is anxious to pursue this work
more or less as a hobby and a matter of service to the State.

I suggest that you have a talk with Mr. Plevea at your
early convenience with the ebject of getting the work started as
soon as possible if the set-up seems to merit the approval of
this department.

Yours very truly,

4. X

\ .\\
-Q\J Guy W. Cravens

\\ Depyty Commissioner
GWC :ME \ / of Conservation

Inecl.




The Extra Session of the legislature passed two bills concerning
a Geographic Board for the state of Minnesota, ne bill (S.F. 556,
Chap. 63, 1937 Statutes, p. 108) created the outlined its
duties, and established its membership. The » bill (S.F. 557,
Chap. 35, 1937 Statutes, p. 68) outlined the edure for dealing
with the ple names ©f Minnesota and their chan

To accomplish the things outlined by t i considerable
research must be done. I, Edward G, Pleva, an ching assistant
in the department of geography at the university and am to receive
my Ph, D, degree next year, I consider myself qua ied by tralining
and expe ] work as outlined in the

passed to accomplish the things outlined
opportunity to make a name
chosen flelﬂ 1 offer my ervlcPs to the state
arge My only w‘qus::’r is that I be r*l'unncr'eﬂtf for the
work, ny chosen field is college eachiﬁg and my future is
fairly well lined up for me, I will not use the appointment as a
wedge to make a position for myself later on,

I am familiar with the purpose of the bill, having worked on
the toponymy of Minnesota as a hobby for five ye rs. I am qualified
on the basis of geographic training, knowledge of research methods,
cartographical 1u111+v, and interest.

Per etk
ince I spend twenty hours,.on my departmental duties at th
sity and about fifteen hOUPa on my own research, I will h
twenty hours a week to spend on work for the geographlc boﬁrd.

S
r

e
unive av
about
I will present my methods to th hgggd and will work under its
nstruetion. I will sign up for a seminar, under Dy, Blegen who
keep check on my work,
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Suggested Qutline for Organization

Organization and Duties

o4 -

Statutes, p.

ter 63, 1937 108 and Chapter 35, 1937 Statutes, p. 68,

Policy of the Board

The poliecy of this board shall be
Geographic Board of which this
See Section 2e of Chapter 63,

of the United States Ge

the same as that of the United States
board shall be the Minnesota representative.
1937 Statutes, p. 108, and the VIth Report
ographic Board,

Alms

To collect and make available to the board the necessary data for
intelligent selection and changing of place names, Also to publish
the findings of the research as a gazeteer and compendium of the
geographic place names of Minnesota,

Method of Ass

embling Data

Card Index File (alphabetically according t
ards), Unnamed geographic features

to U.G.Geographic Board stend=-
filed by Section-Township-Range.

Township maps (toponymical features plotted on township maps)

Check sheets (by counties according to the method presented by Upham).

(Examples of the above methods illustrated next page and pages foll owing

Materlals (brief')

Primary; Essential works are ‘those by Upham, Gannet, Calkin, Gilfillan,
Williamson, the U.S.Geographic Baard the Gazeteer of
Streams nd Rivers by the Division of Drainage,
the Gazeteer of Mecandered Lakes by Willard, verwyst,awanson.
Work by Hall, Long, Pike, Nicollet, Hill, War department rail-
road surveys, Winchell, Upham, State histories such as
Folwell, Neill, exploratory records such as the Rainy
River expedition, the Natural History survey, Railroad
reports, International surveys such as the International
Waters survey, geologic reports, county and state collec

Secondary;

+ 3
Lionsg

Works such as the Census Department's List of Minor Civil

T)l\?"la'_WIS the Post 0Office List of Post "I"*‘iceu, the
famous wfi‘ﬂ Census, other toponymical surveys such
Manitoba, !

New York, Ireland, Germany, Arizons, Cw]ifornia,
the Oxford

dic Ll?nqrv Snith onian lﬂo'}tute.
Speclal; Work by persons interested in Minnesota toponymy
interviews,

newspapers, railroad files,

Reference;

s correspondence,

Cartographical; Hlghway plats, Land office maps, Post

county maps, roads and farm maps,

office route maps,
geologic maps, early

exploratory maps,

Many surprising sources

plat

I

books.

have

cate .
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_Mr. Edward G. Pleva
725 Huron EStreet 8. E.
Minneapolls, Minnesota

Dear ¥r. Pleve:

I have recently received a letter
from ¥r. Guy W. Cravens, Deputy Commissioner of
Conservation, concerning your interest in the
State Geographic Boserd, and they heve sent me your
proposal in this coinection.

I would 1like very much to have
you arrange for & reeting betwsen ourselves in
crder to dlscuss the whole plen. The reason I am
requesting this is due to the fect that the Foard
hes designated me a&s sssistent secretary. I would
suggest that you phone me, and we will plsn an
appolntrent.

Yours very truly,

Henry E. Cass

Deputy Director
Division of Lands & Minersls




September

My. C1ifford G, Anderson
United :tntﬁﬁ Forest Service
Walker, Minnesota
Dear Mr. Anderson:
have been out of town fnr a fTew days and
therefore have not had an opportunity to reply
your letter of September 19, ﬁr all means, ret
few weeks longer if you would 11
" am interested in knowing about your
ing a history of the Superior Natlon
you would find a good deal of
the Minnesota Historical Soclety
subject. Had you thought of
to do some hunting in our record

Sincerely yours,

Superintendent




MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Saint Paul

EDWARD C. GALE, PRESIDENT GERTRUDE KRAUSNICK, LIBRARIAN

THEOQODORE C. BLEGEN
GRACE L. NUTE, CURATOR OF MANUSCRIPTS
IRA G e B U SECRETARY AND SUPERINTENDENT

LESTER B. SHIPPEE, VICE PRESIDENT WILLOUGHBY M. BABCOCK , CURATOR OF
EVERETT H. BAILEY, TREASURER MUSEUM AND ARCHAEOLOGIST

-

December 1, 1937

To the Members of the State Geographic Board:

A meeting of the board is hereby called under the
authority of the chailrman to be held in the office of
the Commissioner of Conservation on Monday, December 6,
at 5:00 P.M.

With the help of the assistant secretary and also
of Mr. Pleva, and Mr. Babcock of the Minnesota Historical
Society staff, I have drafted (1) a form letter to be
sent to the chairman of the board of county commission-
ers in each county of the state; (2) a form of a peti-

tion to be used in the counties proposing hearings be-
fore the county boards on changes of names; (3) a form
for the county boards to use in transmitting to the
Geographic Board resolutions calling for changes; (4)

a form for the Geographic Board to use in recording its
action on the county resolutions and transmitting a
record of that action to the county board; and finally
(5) a form for a proclamation to be issued by the board
after a change has been proposed.

I am proposing in the second place that the board
take over and utilize a portion of the Minnesota His-
torical Soclety's WPA project with a view to making a
systematic collection of information on cards with
reference to geographic names in the state. We have a
group of five persons, including an excellent supervisor,
who can undertake this work, to be done of course under
our general supervision.

A form for a poselble letterhead has been submitted
through the office of the State Printer and will be
brought to the meeting for consideration. As things now
stand, however, the board has no funds upon which to draw
in buying stationery, suoplieg, or equipment.

Very truly yours,




December 8, 1937

W. Elsberg, Commissioner
Highway Department
Uf‘li versity Avenue
Paul, Minnesota

Mr. Elsberg:

There will be a meeting of the State Geo-
graphic Board on Wednesday, December 15, at
10:00 A,H, in the office of the Commissioner of

Conservation to consider pnlans.

I trust that you can be present, or, if
ehovlﬁ be impossible, arrange to have a
ative at the meeting. Forms have been
;or possible use Ain reaching the coun-
thc state. The chief purpose of the
be to conslder these forme and, in
Dlmnﬂ for an active program to be
ied on by the Board,

T arely Vv
incerely yours,

Superintendent
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I lerman C. Wenzel, Commissioner
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will be a meeting of the State Geogra
ﬁJaoc?ﬁY. December 15, at 10:00 ﬁ.*. 1n
the nf“icn of the Commissioner nf Congervation to

consider plans.

in *wa str. . 5
will be %o ﬁﬂﬂﬁ*ﬁb‘ 1€ B¢
an active program

Sineerely yours,

Superintendent




December 22, 1937

Memo. to Mr. Pleva

As I am obliged to attend a conference in Minne-
apolis, I am leaving a few things for you to examilne
in case you come to the Soclety today. lMore especially
I should be glad if you would look at a tentative draft
of a letter to be sent to the chairman of the county
boards and revieged copies of some four or five forms
which we are considering using. While you are here I
wonder 1f you would consilder again the guestion of Jjust
what kind of work could be done through a WPA project
in carding information. Mr. Babcock has been doing a
little experimental work along this line, and I should
be very glad if you would arrange to talk things over
with him g 1little.

TCB

‘LQ“&M_W% M. Caleoeh andl
Save tead Ao attacked Al amd forms,
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To the Chalrman of the Board of County:

Dear 8ir:

The Btate Geographic Board, established under the provisions
of Chapter 63, Minnesota Session Laws of 1937, and consisting of
the Commissioner of Conservation, the Commissioner of Highways,
and the Superintendent of the Minnesota Historical Society, 1s
now organized and prepared to exercise the functions assigned to
it by the law.

The powers and duties of the State Geographic Board are de-
fined as follows: (1) to determine the correct and most appro-
priate names of the lakes, streams, places, and other geographic
features in the state and the spelling thereof; (2) to pass upon
and give names to such geographic features for which there is no
single generally accepted name; (3) in co-operation with the
county boards and with thelr approval, to change the names of
such geographlc features with the view to eliminating as far as
possible duplication of names within the state; (4) to prepare
and publish an official state dletionary of geographic names; and
(5) to act as the state representative of the United States Geo-
graphic Board.

When names have been assigned by the State Geographic Board,
they are to be used on all maps, records, documents, and other
publications issued by the state or any of its departments and
political sub-divisions, and such names shall be deemed the
officlal name of such geographlic features. MNo county board may
order the change of or establish the name of any lake, river, or
other body of water without the written approval of the State Geo-
graphic Board endorsed upon any resolution determining or fixing
sald name. A copy of the law is enclosed herewith.

Despite the wide powers given to the State Geographic Board
under the law, the board feels that in general the naming of un-
named features and the changing of names now in use should be done
in accordance with local sentiment as expressed by resolutions of
the county boards, on the basis of formal petititons and hearings
as provided under Chapter 35, Minnesota Session Laws of 1937.

The board, of course, reserves the right to exercise its powers
under the law when circumstances in its Judgment warrant such
action. The procedure for local action is lald down in Chapter
356, Minnesota Session Laws of 1937, a copy of which is attached
hereto.

The main purpose of this letter 1s simply to let you know
that the State Geographic Board is now in a position to consider
requests from your board for the naming of unnamed geographic
features in your county and for the changing of names where such
action may be desirable or necessary to clear up confusion and
to avold duplication. Adequate evidence as to the facts should
be Bubgltted with the resolution of the county board msking such
request.




The state board has drafted formes for petitions to the
county boards by citizens and also for resolutione by the county
boards to the state board. These are intended simply as sugges-
tions of possible procedure and I am enclosing herewith mimeo-
graphed coples of the forms as they have been worked out. I
trust that you will find them satisfactory and useable.

S8incerely yours,

Secretary




Countv(Counties).

;erg regliding within
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Countv(Counties) fo

and place of hearing for (changing the name, naming) of
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reason that

Address (give county)




COUNTY BOARD (S) OF

IN HEARING 19

MINNESOTA
To the State Geographie Board, Saint Paul:

A resolution of the County Board (s) of County (¢ounties)

while in hearing at Minnesota, on the day of 19 ’

the (changing the name, naming)
upon a petition duly filed according to law, requesting thebshemams of a a&

river, stream ) located within said county (counties) in seetion (s)

township (s) , range (s) (east, west)

to for the reason that

(approving, disapproving) such change has been passed,

Chairmen of Hearing

Certified by

Clerk of County(counties)

on




STATE OF MINNESOTA
STATE GEOGRAPNIC BOARD

(Address SAINT PAUL,MINHESOTA.

The resolution of the County Board (s) of County (counties)

while in hearing at Minnescota on the day 19

approving the proposal for(changing the name, naming) of a (lake, river, stream,

located within seid county (countiés) in section(s) , township(s)

__, range(s) (east, west) from

y» for the reason that

was(approved, disapproved) at +the meeting of the State Geographic Board held on

day of 18 at (A M, PM.) in Seint Paul,

The name of said (lake, stream, river, ), located in section(s)

township(s) , range(s) (east, west) .is hereby declared

to be , by virtue of the power and authority granted this

State Geographic Board under Chapter 63 Minnesote Session Lawd of 1937, approved March

8, 1837,

Signed and certified by the
State Geographic Board on
day of i .

Copy of resolution and record of
action filed with U.S. Board on
Geographic Names, Washington, D.C,
on day of 19




STATE OF MINNESCTA
STATE GEOGRAPHIC BOARD

Address SATNE PAHL, MINNESOTA

PROCLAMATION

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 63 Minnesote Session Laws of 1937
and under the authority and power vested in it by the sald act, the STATE GEOGRAFHIC
BOARD hereby declsres the following to be the correet and most appropriate name

of , & (lake,stream, place, @eographic feature), located

in county(counties), in section(s) , township(s)

, range(s) (east, west), Mimmesota , the spelling to be'as

Following issuance of this notice, under the provisions of Section 3 of the said
act, being Chapter 63 Minnesota Session Laws of 1937, the above name and the above
spelling will hereafter be used on all maps, records, documents and other publications
issued by the State or any of its departments and politicel sub-divisions for the said
(lake, streesm, place, geographic feature), and such name shall be deemed the official

name of such geographle feature,

Signed and certified by the
State Geographic Board on
day of 19




vV
Form 5, B
STATE OF MINNESOTA

STATE GEOGRAFPHIC BOARD

(Address) SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA

PROCLAMATION
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

After due investigation, in accordance with the provisions of Cheptgr 63,
Minnesota Session Laws of 1937 and under the suthority and power wested in it by the
said act, the STATE GEOGRAPHIC BOARD hereby declareg€ and pronounces the following
to be the name given to the unnamed (lake, stream, place, geographic feature) located

in county(counties), in section(s) , township(s)

, renge(s) (east,west), Minmesota, the authorized spelling of said

name to be as follows:

Following publication of this notice, under the provisions of Section 3 of the
said act, being Chapter 63 Minnesota Session laws of 1937, the above name and the
above spelling will hereafter be used on all maps, records, documents and other
publications issued by the State or any of its departments and political sub-divisions
for the sald (lake, stream, place, geographic feature), and such name shall be deemed

the official name_of such geographic feature.

Signed and certified by the
State Geographic Board on the
day of 19 o

—_—
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July 2, 1937

Mr. Theodore C. Blegen
Secretary

State Geographic Board
HISTCRICAL BUILDING
Dear Mr. Blegen:

We herewith acknowledge receipt of your letter of
June 30 to Attorney General William S, Ervin. In your
letter you ask our opinion as to the powers of the State
Geographic Board and also whether Article 4, Section 33, of
the Constitution of the State of Minnesota in any way
interferes with the exercise of said powers.,

It is impossible for us to give you a detailed opinion
as to the powers of the board without your submitting
specific questions. The law under which the board is oper-
ating is very specific and sets forth in detail the duties,
powers and authority of the board. Unless the board is
confused as to the extent of some particular power, we do
not feel that we should go into a general discussion of the
law. We will, however, be very pleased to answer any
definite question that you may submit to us. Section 33 of
Article 4 of the Constitution does not interfere in any

manner with the exercise of the powers granted by said act.

Respectfully yours

WILLIAM S, ERVIN
Attorney General

nyﬂ%@% C‘M'

>. FRANK

RCF/TMM Assistant Attorney General
CORRESPONDENCE SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
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Board to wrlite you for

instructed by the newly established
an opinion

of the board under the act approved

enclose herewlth a eopy of the aect in

- e T or T avees T -Te 4 o e
first meeting there seemed to be

question as to whether Article 4, Sectlon 33,
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Singerely yours,
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HERMAN C. WENZEL s | ROOM 356
COMMISSIONER OF CONSERVATION Yoled STATE OFFICE BLDG.

ST.PAUL MINN.

January 24th, 1938

Mr. Theodore Blegen, Sec'y.
Minnesota State Geographic Board
State Historical Building

Saint Paul, Minnesota

Dear Mr. Blegen:-

The tached letter relative to the renaming
of lakes, 1s being referred to you for attention, until
such time as the Board holds another meeting.

Very truly yours,

| P

Herman C. Wenzel
Commissioner of Conservation

HCW/R
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Janusry 29,

Minnesota State Geographicel Board,
St. Paul, Minnesots.

entlemen:

We have recently see newspaper
story to the effect that a study is being
made to avoid duplicetions in the names of
the meny lskes in your state.

[ =]
£
i

In order thet the various maps
which we publish may be &s up-to-date as
possible, we would appreciate your informing
us of sny changes you mey make as soon as
this information is aveileble.

Very truly yours,

max@&e—w

ENERAL DRAFTING CO., INC

DD:ES

CABLE ADDRESS

DRAFTING

NEW YORK




January

Company, Inc.

Attention: Nr. D. Donaldson

The I“-‘""}." sated Minnegota St e Oeorravhioc

- O

Lo

Board 1is kling the problem of duplication of
names, wﬁ“*1c. wrly the names of laskes, in this
gtate, but the work is so complicated and involves
go many problems that we have been obliged to wo
out fundamental plang for the collecting and
lation of information as a first step. In

words, our work thues far has been preliminary.

hen we reach the stage of actual chan*aa, I shall
be very glad to keep youl name on our mai 11]_ 1ist
for copies of proclamations regarding such changes.

Sincerely yours,

Superintendent




Publisher of Agent for
“Jewett” Plats F &0 ‘,138 Walter S. Booth & Son

of Northern Minnesota Legal Blanks

Ytasca Countp Abstract Company, Ine.
ABSTRACTS OF TITLE

GRAND RAPIDS, MINNESOTA

February 14th,1938

State Geogrephic Society
St.Paul,Minn.
Gentlemen,-

'L'ie nctice in tr‘o nevanpe“_ that your
g lakes as yet unnamed

or which :1.-:ch iupl.LC_,t names.

We publish maps of northern Minnesota,
on a scale of 1 inch to the mile and most of the
lakes have names,more or less correct,which we
desire to keep up to date.

In case you name,or change the name,of

any lake in northern ”l“".".SJOud. we would appreciate
if you would advise us of your action.

Yours very truly

Itasca County Abstract Company

Secretary

You can see some of these maps in State Auditor's
office,we believe.




February 268, 1938

Mr, G, C, NMcAlllister, Secretary
Itasca County Abstract Company
Orand Ranids, Minnesota

My dear Mr, McAllister:

Thank you for yowr letter of February 14 regarding
your work in publishing maps, The Btate Geopraphic Board
will be very glad to send you coples of proclamations %o
notify you of chanpges in names or the desipgnation of names
for hitherto unnamed lakes, streams, and other geogranhic
features in Minnesota,

Up to the present time the work of the State Geo-
graphic Board has been largely of a preliminary nature,
consisting of the collection of information regarding the
lakes, streams, and other geographiec features, It 1s expected,
however, that greater activity will be displayed as this pre-
1liminary work is completed and as the interest of the people
is arouged,

You undoubtedly will be interested to know that the
board has taken action with regard to one geographic feature,
Upon petition, the board of county commissioners of Lake
County recommended that the hitherto unnamed lake located in
section 17, township 60 N,, range 11 W, of the 4th P.M,, in
Lake County, which ig the ultimate source of the 8%, Louls
River, be named Lake Culkin, This recommendatioh was approved
by the State Geograrhic Board on September 16, 1957,

It occurs to me that since your firm is engaged in
the publication of mape, and since they conform to the official
names, 1t would be an excellent idea for this board to have
copies of guch mape, I 4o not know whether or not it is
practicable for you to give us copies, but since the board
has no funds upon which to draw for the purchase of such mat-
erials, we can only ask you for them, We shall greatly appre-
ciate the courtesy.

Sincerely yours,

Theodore C, Blepen, Secretary
AJL/t State Ceograrhic Board




February 28,

Mr, G, C, McAllister, Secretary
Itasca County Abstract Company
Grand Rapids, Minnesota :

My dear Mr, MoAllister: »

Thank you for your letter of February 14 regarding
your work in publishing maps, The State Geographic Board
will be very glad to send you coples of proclamations %o
notify you of changes in nameg or the designation of names
for hitherto unnamed lakes, streams, and other geographie
features in Minnesota.

Up to the present time the work of the State Geo-
graphic Board has been largely of a preliminary nature,
consisting of the collection of information regarding the
lakes, streams, and other geographie features., It 1s expected,
however, that greater activity will be displayed as thils pre-
liminary work is completed and as the interest of the people
is aroused,

You undoubtedly will be interested to know that the
board has taken action with regard to one geographlic feature,
Upon petition, the board of county commiseloners of Lake
County recommended that the hitherto unnamed lake located 1in
section 17, township 69 N., range 11 W, of the 4th P,M,, 1in
Lake County, which is the ultimate source of the St, Louls
River, be named Lake Culkin, This recommendatioh was approved
by the State Geographic Board on September 16, 1937,

It occura to me that since your firm is engaged in
the publication of mape, and since they conform to the offiecial
names, it would be an excellent idea for this board to have
copies of such mape, I do not know whether or not it 1s
practicable for you to give us copies, but since the board
has no funds upon which to draw for the purchase of such mat-
erisls, we can only ask you for them, We ghall greatly appre-
ciate the courtesy.

Sincerely yours,

Theodore C, Blegen, Secretar
8tate Geograrhic Board




Agent for

Walter S. Booth & Son
Legal Blanks

Publisher of

“Tewett” Plats
of Northern Minnesota

Ytasca County Abstract Company, Ine.
ABSTRACTS OF TITLE

GRAND RAPIDS, MINNESOTA

h 11th, 15938

State Geograp

We have your ter of the 28th
and have marked Lake Culkin on our originals,and
when the next edition containing this township
is printed it will be so sl
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Yours very truly

Itasca County Abstract Company

e, %,/{

e(\v ,_3 ta 111-




My, Henry E, Cass, Deputy Director
Divislon of Lands and Minerals
Room 14, State Office Bullding

-]

8t. Paul, Minnesota

Cass}

I am sending you this note to let you know that,
in accordance with our conversation the other day, I took
the sample of a propogsed letterhead for the State Geographic
Board over to Mr, lMcGowan's office., He informed me that
ag soon as he could get a requisition through he would
order five thousand of them, I told him that you would
eall him to confirm my statement that the expense would
be met by the Conservation Department, I imagine, theres
fore, that the letterheads will arrive in a short time,

Sincerely,

Head of the Newegpaper Department




MAR 17 1938

“Ghe Grorgt F Cram (OMPANY”

Geoqrap‘wers-ﬁnqravers -Printers - Pul)lisl'ners

~~Maps- Aﬂa_sesl .Globes —

]
HOME OFFICE & PLANT l i i
ndiana 1 "
730 EAST WASHINGTON STREET d b POI S USA TELEPHONE RILEY 5564

March 14, 1938

Minnesota State Geographical Board
St. Paul, Minnesota

Gentlemen:

We understand that you are re-naming a great many
of the lakes in lMinnesota and would like to obtain
data in regard to the name changes as soon as the
information is ready for distribution. The in-
formation, of course, is for use in Keeping our
ma.ps up-to-date. Will you not write us as to

when we may be able to obtain this material and

the cost of the same?
We shall greatly appreciate this courtesy.
Very truly yours

THE GEORGE F. CRAM COMPANY
TR A

Editorial Department

“Undoubtedly the most carefully
edited series of Atlases published
in America”

C

Revue Geograpligue




Hareh 21, 1938

From the information that I have been able to gather
regarding the "Jewett plata® of Minnesota offered for sale
by the Itasca County Abstract Company, 1t seeme to me that
if funds are avallable for this purpose 1t would be a wise
inveatment., The ordinary price of these maps 1s twenty-five
cente each, and if there are, as the secretary of the com-
pany atates, nearly 800 of them the approximate total cest
of them would be gbout £200, These mape are offered to the
Minnesota Historieal Society or to the State Geographic Board
for 860, Presumably that price includes the cost of packing
and shipping,

If the maps follow with as great faithfulness the detail

ghown on eimilar plats in the offices-of the secretary of

state and state auditor, 1t seems to me that the bargain wollld
be hard %o pass by. The chief usefulness of the maps at the
present time will be for reference purposes in conneotion with
the work of the State CGeograrhie Board snd for that purpose
they will be very valuable., If the Jones fund can be utilized
for the purchase of these maps, I should recommend that they

be bought.
AJL
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Publisher of mm 2 6 1839 Agent for
“Jewett” Plats Walter S. Booth & Son

of Northern Minnesota Legal Blanks

Ytasca Countn Abstract Gompany, Ine.
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over,and
business,so there

The originals of these maps are all hand
drawm,and you will see that the Jewetts,who made them,
were certainly ster craftsmen.

As original ravn there were very few
roads shown,aside from those shown dvernment
maps,from which our drawings were made, 3

ions were printed the roads are added where it
to get approximate accuracy. The maps
ble as regards thelr accuracy,and
the immense Job of malki he originsls,
Only one mistale has been called to owur
nt the Government survey.

as being differe

Yours very truly
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March 20, 1938

Attached hereto are three samples of the "Jewett Platsh

a

published by the Itasca County Abstract Company. It seems tTo

egardless of their other virtues or weaknesses,

these maps would be extremely valuable for the work of the

State Geographic Board, Mr, McAllister's letter, I belleve,

questions 1ttee in conslidering

the guestion of purchasing this set,

=
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Publisher of : SN Agent for
“TJewett” Plats o | Walter S. Booth & Son

of Northern Minnesota Legal Blanks

Ytascn Countp Abstract Company, Ine.
ABSTRACTS OF TITLE

GRAND RAPIDS, MINNESOTA

March 30th,1938

Jl.Larsen
Departmant
Historical Society
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LEAVE IT TO LUND 406 SIXTH AVENUE SOUTH MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA
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Dr. Theo. C. Blegen
Minnesota Historical Society
State Cepitol

St. Paul, Minnesota

Dear Dr. Blegen:

We sent you several days ago a proof
of a letterh e State Geographic Board,
which has n been returned.

e were asked by the State Printer to
send Herman C. Wenzel a proof also. Tnis proof
we have an 0.K. on, and would like to hear
you before proceeding with the printing.




Memo. to,ﬂK and AJL

The Executive Committee, after considering
carefully the question of these plats, concluded
not to authorize the purchase in view of the
avallability of virtually the same materlial in
the archives of the Secretary of State.

TCB

April 22
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Secretary of State
State Capitol Building

Ste Paul, Minnesota

appreciate any inf
Thank you.

Yours very truly,

QZ.J

len Pette oIl

DRIVE-IN-GARAGE WITH LOBBY ENTRANCE




May 17, 1938

¥r. Ben Patterson
Grand Forks, North Dakota

My dear Mr, Pasttersont

Your letter to secretary of state Mike Holm
was referred to the State Geogranhic Board of Minnesota
for ansvering, It is not necegsary to obtain the per-
mission of the war denartment in order that the name
of a lake may be changed,

However, there are definite steps preseribed
by law which must be followed in order that a change
may be made legally, and for your convenilence I am
encloeging a set of instructions showing this general
procedure, The county auditor of the county in which
the lake is loecated undoubtedly can give you any of
the information you might need, The State Geograrhic
Board, however, would like to keep informed of any
activity along this line, Therefore, 1 will appreci-
ate 1t if you will let me know what lake 1T is you
wish to have renamed, and also what steps you take
to bring this about, If you have any further questions
to ask, please do not hesitate to write me,

Sinecerely yours,

Theodore C. Blegen, Secretary
State Geogranhlic Board




June 2, 1938

Ben Patterson
Dacotah
Forks, North Dakota

My dear Mr., Patterson:

Our letter to you of May 17, 1938, was
returned to ue unclaimed, On the chance that you
mey have left a forwarding address a2t the Hotel
Dacotah we are sending it again to that address
with a reguest that 1%t be forwarded,

Sincerely yours,
Theodore C. Bleg
Secretary, State

gen
(

reorraphlie Board

By
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0CT 7 1938

Edmund L. Kowalczyk
1166 Milwaukee Avenue,
Apartment 222,
Chicago, Illinois,

October &5, 1938,

Minnesota Historical Society,
Central Avenue and Cedar Street,
St. Paul, '‘Minnesota,

Gentlemen:

Would it be possible for you to supply me with

orical data in regard to the following townsm Jnhmnmmgx‘

some hist

7 -
I-FLORIAN | 7%g

¢-GATZKE

3-FPUPOSKY

4-TROSKY

I will be grateful to you for any information you

may supply me with,

Very sincerely yours,

&tv_w_@é._ ‘&‘14,:__ ey

dmund ILouils owalczyk
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r, Edmund L, Kowalezyk
1166 Milwsukee Avenue, Apt, 222
Chiecaro, Illinols

My dear Mr. Kowalezyk:

Sometime ago you addressed a letter to the
Minnesota Historical Soclety requesting information about
certain geogrenhic nameeg in Minnesota, Under the ausplces
of the newly established 8State Geogranhic Board of Minne-
gota, we have had a group of workers gathering information
of this kind. The origin of many names, however, 1e
obscure and we are unable to give o pgreat deal of infor-
mation about them,

With regard to the name Florian, the only infor-
"-"‘inn that we have so far ob%tained is that 1T 1s, or was

a poet office in Marshall County, Gatzke likewise 18 a
post -a?“*ue in Marehall County, ané Trosky is a rallroad
vil;0 and post office in Elmer Township in Pipesfone
uount;. For these three names we hove been unable to dis-
cover any information relating to the origine of the names,
je ghall keep your letter in mind, however, and as soon as
it 18 noseible for ue to answer the question of the origin
of these three names we shall be very glad to pass the

information on %o you,

L

With regard to the fourth name listed by you =
Puposky —— we f£ind thet the word is of Ojibway origin,
L1n001r Beltrami, on his visit to the headwaters of the
iseipeipni River in 1823, found that the Indiasne gave the
name Puposky to Mud Lake, which is Durand and Maple Ridge
townships in Beltranl b\a““y. This name he translated as
meaning “the d of the shaking land," meaning, according
to his translation, swamps the surface of which is shaken
when one wa s upon 1t. The neme aleo has been translated
geimply as Mud Lske, You may find Beltrami's account in
pages 301 to 482 of his iilrrinﬂve in Europe ﬁnd America
Leading to the Discovery o Source of the Miselseippi
and Wlooﬁf River, with a Descriﬁtion of the Whole Course of
the Former, and 0? the Ohlo, which was 4GST1_F95#1n London
in 1828, For ofF_fﬂf‘fnrmation about the name I suggest
that you consult Warren Upham, Minnesota Geogranhic Names,




11/28/38
4 o &

more

»Fore

. ]
a8 been

Head of Newsnaper Depasrtment




0CT 22 1939

Louils W, HILL, JR.
1453 W-FirsT NATIONAL Bank BLDG,

ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA GArrFiELD 1122

October 20, 1938,

Dre Theodore Blegen,
Minnesote Historical Society,
Saint Paul, Mimmesota,

Dear Dr, Blegensg

In case you are not already femiliar with the
fact, I em just sending you this note, I understand that the ’ :
Great Northern Railroad has a file which, although not complete ,' Le\
has a good deal of information concerning the naming of the \ \
verious towns along the linees I also understend that some other | N
reilroad published a book concerning the naming of the towns { '
along its line,

Sincerely,

“é:ﬁ [, ldﬁu),




October 26, 1938

I was interested to know that the Great Northern Rallroad
has collected information about geographic names along its
line. I wonder if we can get access to that file. If you
think i1t desirable, I might contact Mr., Moore of the Great
Northern publicity staff., He has been very friendly and prob-
ably would try to make this information avallable for us, Or
would you rather write directly to Mr. McKenney?

The book to which Mr, H1ll referred is A History of the

Origin of the Place Names Connected With the Chicago and North-

western and Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha Rallways,

by W. H. Stennett (Chicago, 1908), This society has a copy.
Do you suppose the Great Northern contemplates a publication of

& similar nature,
AJL




0CT £ ivsy

ELMER A.BENSON
GOVERNOR
DIVISION DIRECTORS - PIVISION DIRECTORS
ELLERY A.FOSTER 2 ¥ ! " 4 HAROLD W.LATHROP
FORESTRY e ; 4

STATE PARKS
RAY D.NOLAN

ED.L.SHAVE
LANDS AND MINERALSS

namny £ NG DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION WALTER S oL SO

DRAINAGE AND WATERS

GUY W.CRAVENS : ' ADBAESS:STATE OFFICE BUILDING
DEPUTY COMMISSIONER ST.PAULMINNESOTA

HERMAN C.WENZEL
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October 27,

Mr. Theodore Blegen, Sec'y.
State Geographic Board
Historical Building

Saint Paul, Minnesota

Dear Mr. Blegen:

I am in receipt of your letter of October
26th, suggesting that we hold a meeting of the State

Geographic Board next Monday.

This is agreeable to me and I have set
the time at 11 A.M. next Monday morning, October 3lst,
1f agreeable to you.

Very truly yours,

Herman C. Wenzel
HCW/R Commisgsioner of Co













November 23, 1938

Mr., Cass called, in some perturbation, yesterday regerding
he form card for the geographlc names project. He informed me
that in the renort submitted by Mr. Pleva at the econeclusion of
his work this summer, a supply of form cards especlally devised
for such a prolect could be obtalned in any quantity from the
University of Minnesota, and because of this, the mimeogravhing
of the card, which we submitted was being discontinued.

It happens that the form for the card which we devised was
worked out independently by us., However, it was discussed with
Mr., Plevae at different times during the summer. Mr, Pleva dild
not mention at any time any form cardes devised by the university
even though I specifically asked for informetion of that sort.
The card which we devised was discussed with Mr, Cass seversl
months ago. It has been demonstrated that 1t is satisfactory and
we now have had a supply of ten thousand printed. Using this
cerd as & basis, the work of compiling information on geographlc
names in ten counties is now complete.

Mr

Pleva's revort has not been seen by Mr, Blegen although

Mr, Plevae was employed, I believe, on the condition that he work

in co-operation with Mr, Blegen. Nelither Mr, Blegen nor I have

had an opportunity to see the recommendations he made,




December 2, 1938

During a conference with Mr. Vandemark, a tentative plan
wasg worked out for the co-operation of the Writers' Project
with the State Geographic Board in the compilation of informe-
tion about Minnesota geographlc names, Mr., Vandemark will write
to you meking this proposal in a definite form so that the State
Geographic Board can pass upon the plan and decide whether or
not it wishees to accept the aid of the Writers! Project. The
plan consglsts of the followling features:

The personnel assigned to work on thie project will be
enrtirely under the direction of the State Geographlic Board, or
ite agent,

Mr., Vandemark will furnlsh a competent editor to revise
the temporary slips for typing.

Mr, Vandemark wlill furnish three or four competent research
workers to assist in the compiletion of material, These workers
will be persons of more than average educational training and
with experience in research work, He does not have available
any typists, and it therefore will be necessary for us to pro-
vide such typlsts as the work will recuire,

May I recommend that this offer be accepted? There are
several reasons why I think 1t sadvieable to do so. In the first

place, the State Geographic Board is required by law to complle

a list of geograprhic names and publish the same. The Writers!

Project is under orders to perform work of the same nature.

The scope of the work to be undertaken by the Writers' Project,




indeed, i1s more extensive than that contemplated in the prepara-
tion of a gazetteer of Minnesota geographic names, but the
additional information required is of a type which can readily be
gathered from special compllations already made. A second reason
why I think we should take advantage of this 1s the fact that
the Writers' Project apparently is under no restrictions as to
the quality of ite personnel, and, therefore, is able to obtain
competent workerse with much less difficulty than we have encoun-
tered. A third feature in favor of the plan is that the Btate
Geographic Board will be in a position to set up a standard of
work, and will have supervislon of 1it,

This whole proposal will be submitted to you, of course, as
a tentative plan. There 18 no understanding or agreement at the
present time, but if the board will accept the offer, the agree-
ment can be put into force immediately.

The question of sponsorship of the Writers' Project MEncyclopedla
of Minnesota"was brought up, but I did not consider that I had any

authority to discuss that phase of the work., I explained to Mr,

Ven de Mark the nature of the board, and told him that, since 1t

is without funds, the question of publication is one which I could
not answer. He probably will bring up this queetion of sponsorship

in his letter to you,




FACULTY OF ARTS

DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY

THE UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN ONTARIO

LONDON, CANADA
February 7, 1939

Dr, Arthur J, Larsen,
Minnesota Historical Society,
Saint Paul, Minn., U.S.A.

Dear Dr, Larsen;

I wish to thank you very much for your letter, As I indicated
in my report conserning place-names, things beyond my control made it
impossible to do what I had intended, If I had been permitted to carry
out my original plans I know I could have made a definite contribution
to the general problem, However I am very pleased to hear that what I
did do was satisfactory.

I cannot get place-names completely out of my brain, I still
find myself putting bibliographical data on cards despite the fact
that I have been told "place-names are of no significance", One of
the most popular talks I am giving through the extension division hers
is "How Places Get Names",

I enjoy my teaching assignments very much, The Canadian student
is a high type of scholar, much more highly selected than the average
American under-graduate. My methods are new to the teaching situgtion
here but I have been encouraged by everyone from the President down to

continue just the way I began.,

I wish you luck regarding the 1936 Atlas, I know I wasted two
valuable days last summer parking on the Highway Department door-step.

The Canadiana section of the University Library here is a joy
to see, As can be expected, the area covered spills over the édges
somewhat and there is much of interest concerning Minnesota. There
are numerous items in my special interests that I never saw in the
Minnesota Historical or University libraries. I would be glad to send
you a listing of these items if you would care to see it,

We enjoy Canada and Canadian living very much but of course
Minnesota will always be Home, MNayhe the gods will be propitious and
someday we may get back to where eur interests really lie,

ly y?%;iyf/

Edward G, \Pleva
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March 27, 1939

Prof. Theo. Blegen,

Minnesota Historical Society,
Minnesota Historical Bldg.,
St. Paul, Minn.

Dear Friend:

What progress is your committee making
relative to renaming Minnesota's lakes® At
recent meetings throughout the state, prin-
cipally with Chambers of Commerce and resort
associations, I have been asked what the com-
mittee has done. I was not able to give accurate
information.

Sincerely,

Ed L. Shave, Director
MINNESOTA TOUKIST BUREAU

Y




March 30, 1939

Mr, E4 L, Shave, Director
Minnesota Tourist Bureau
Department of Congervation
State Office Bullding

8t., Paul, Minnesota

My dear Mr, Shave!

The State Ceographic Board of Minnesota is actively
at work on the problem of changing names of lakes and other
geographic features in Minnesota, Up to the present time,
however, its work has been more oOr less of a preliminary
nature, The state law coreating the board separated its work
into two general divisions, One phase of the work is that
of listing all geographic names, and determining their oril-
ging. The second phase coneists of giving names to lakes,
streame, or other geographic features which have not been
named previously, and of changing names where it seems neo-
egssary and degirable because of duplication.

In general, it has not seemed practicable to under-
take the second phase of the work on a large scale until a
congiderable amount of progress has been made in listing and
classifying existing geograprhic names, Since last August we
have had a group, ranging in size from three to five persons,
working constantly on the problem of listing these geographioc
names and determining their origins. Up to the present time
the names in twenty-seven of Minnesota's eighty-seven counties
have been listed in a preliminary form, The work 1s continu-
ing as rapidly as 1% is possible for us to do 1t,

In fulfilling the second function of the geographie
board i1t has been found advisable to proceed with some care
in order that loocal sentiment may al ways guide the action of
the board, We do not want to be arbitrary in any way, and
the law clearly provides for co-coperation between the people
of a community and the geogranhic board, May I recite
briefly the methods in the laws for changing the names of
geopgrarhic features or for giving names to fTeatures which
do not have names? A petition signed hy fifteen legal voters
of a county should be presented to the board of county com-
migsioners deseribing the lake or stream in question, giving




Page 2, E. L. Bhave, 3/30/39

both the 0ld name, 1f there is one, and the new name and
telling why the new name is desirable., The county board
then 18 asked to hold a public hearing on this question and
determine local sentiment, If the county board then makes
a reecommendation to the State Geographic Board, this body
ie free to take action on the name with the assurance that
it will have local support behind the action of the board,
That 18 one method of procedure., The more direct, but also
more arbltrary, wey is for the geographioc board to change
the names or give new names without this consultation of
community feeling, '

Unfortunately, the chief difficulty seems to lie
in getting the loocal communities to take action, At the
present time there are at least four very definite proposl-
tions before the State Geograrhic Board upon which the board,
in view of this poliey of obtaining loecal support, cannot
aot until the counties have expressed thelr preferences., As
soon a8 loeal aotion is taken, the geographic board can and
will proceed with dispateh in these matters., Perhaps you, in
your contacte with the people of the state, can emphasize the
fact that the board must have the co-operation of the people.
I might add that numerous inquiries have been addressed %o
the boerd, but that after they have been referred to county
offiecials they seem to lag or to lapse entirely.

I hope that thig will explain the policy of the
State Geographic Board in ite action on these rather impor-
tant questions, We are esager to proceed as rapldly as we can
get support from the people.

8incerely yours,

Secretary, 9tate Geographic Board
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some of the problems

you be able to attend such
the very near future? Perhaps you can tell
ould be the most convenient day for such a meetlng.
I am sure that there will be at least two
juiring official action by the State Geographlc Board
which will have to be taken up before the end of the
year, and there are other things to discuse as well.,
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Sincerely yours,

Arthur J. Larsen
Acting Superintendent

i1 N




Mr. Lewies H. rrill, A
Depart: "wh of uﬁnPHJVgﬁ
3tate Office Bullding
S%. Paul, Minnesota

Dear Mr. Merrill:

I wonde would not be advisable for
the members o atate Geographic Board of
Minnesota to get together to hold a conference
about the work of the Board. I suppose  that be-

sauee of my contact with the work over a period
a year and a half I am more familiar with what
bvrn done and what needes to be done than
er you or Mr. Hoffmann, who 1s the other menm-
- of the Board. It seems to me that if we
coulﬁ get together and talk about some of thes
-problems we would be able to arrive at some
clusions regarding the future policy of the
as well as thresh out some of -the questions
confronting 1it.

Can you suggest any date within the next week
r ten days which would be most convenlent for you?
am sure that there will be at least two matters
equiring official action by the State Geographio
3oard which will have to be taken up before the end
f the year, and there are other thinges to discuss
18 p'll

gincerely yours,

Arthur J. Larsen
Acting SBuperintendent






