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April 26, 1940

Arthur J. Larsen, Secretary
State Geographic Board
Ste Paul, Minnesota
Dear Sir:
Your letter of April 1ll, 1940, addressed to Attorney
General J. Ae Ae. Burnquist, raises the question of whether or

not the State Geographic Board is authorized to .change the

name of Gnatt lake, situate in Port Hope and Turtle lake td#ﬂip :

ships in Beltrami township, provided the county board of that
county consents. It appears that this lake has been commonly
known by its present name for forty yearse.

Prior to the enactment of Laws 1937, Chapter 65, there
was no state law providing any procedure for changing the name
of the lake, Opinion October 22, 1921 Normally lakes were
known by the names given them by the federal authorities at
the time of surveye The act cited, now found in Sections 128-2
to 128«€, the 1940 Supplement, constituted the commlssioner of
conservation, the commissioner of highways end the superintendent
of the Minnesota Historical Society, a state geographic board,
and empowered that board, among other things,

“In cooperation with the county boards and with
_their approval to change the names of lakes,
streams and other geographic features with the

end in view of eliminating as far as possible
duplication of names within the state."

Section 128«3, subdivision (c¢), the 1940 Supplement.

CORRESPONDENCE SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL




Arthur J. Larsen 4 April 26, 1940

Other subdivisions of this sectlon empower sald board,
"to determine the correct and most appropriate names of lakes,"

and "to pass upon and give names to lakes," and "to publish an

official dictionary of names," and “toacooﬁarato with the United

States Geographic Board to the end that there shall be no cone-
flict between state and federal designations."

No express limitation is placed by law on the powers
of the State Geographic Board in this respect. None can be
fairly implied. The question of whether or not the name of a
lake in any glven instance should be changed is one which calls
for the exercise of sound judgment and discretion by the board.
It is not likely a court would upset the board's determination
in any such case unless 1t clearly appeared that the board had
acted arbitrarily, capriclously and without any regard for pube
lic convenience.

The board should, before determining on a change, in-
vestigate the situation and conslder all reasons for and against
such action. If it appears that the public interest would be
better subserved by retaining the name the lake has borne for
almost half a century the board should act accordingly. If
the present name duplicates the name of some other lake, or
conflicts with the name given this particular lake by the federe

al authorities, or if it seems desirable for any other sound
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reason that the name in use be changed, the board should act
accordinglye.

Categorically your inquiry is answered in the affirma=
tive, with this qualification; your board should investigate,
welgh the reasons for and against change, and declde what action

will best serve the public interest.

Very truly yours

Je Ae A BURNQUIﬁT
Attorney Gfegﬁal

A (¢
ROLLIN L., SMITH

Special Assistant
Attorney General




April 11, 1940

Hon. J. A. A. Burnquist
Attorney General of Minnesgota
State Capiltol

8t. Paul, Minneecots

My dear Mr. Burnquist:

I wonder if your office can give me some in-
formation regarding the powers of the State Geo-
gravhic Board. The question is this: does the
State Geographic Board have the authority, with
the congent of the Board of County Commissioners
of any county, to change the name of a lske with-
in that county if the original name has been in
common accepted usage for forty years or morel
The question hag arisen in connection with a
request for the change of name of Cnatt Lake,
which is located in Beltrami County, Port Hope
and Turtle Lake townships.

We shall appreciate a gtatement regarding
the powers of the Board.

Sincerely yours,

Secretary, State
Geographlc Board




COPY
JOHN D. HOLT
Murray County Attorney
Slayton, Minnesota

My attention has been called to a letter dated March 29, 1957 which
writ *ﬂr %y ﬁne Minnesota State GPorrirh:“ Board to Mre I ﬁ*nr1 Be
11),00 Normandale Road, Minneapolis. Apparently Mr.
tion from you as to the Dvorrllra for changing the
Shetek which is located in Murray Countye.
stating © procedure fﬁr naming

Forest,
Forest requested informa-
name of an island in Lake
You sent him mimeograph sheet
or Pkaﬁ’lﬂ; names of lakes and streams in
and 63 Session laws of 1937.

Lhﬂﬁriwrce with the provisions 0? Chapter 35

checking the Statute I ?1nd th:ﬂ it relates solely to lakes, rivers
streams, or bodies of water. I Orovi the statu*ﬁ for ﬁﬁﬂnﬂ—
ing At tf)?‘nc'_-:rr eneral v 11]_ ch

of an

Sy
ame of an island.

b |
LAW

reciate any information you can give me in this regard.
Yours very truly,

(signed) John D. Holt

John D. Holt

County Attorney
Murray County
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lotter of May regarding procedure
e of an 4sland 4: e may I say tha
on you are correet in g Lleing tha statute
g the operations of the Minnesota Gesographic Bod doos
ly to islands. We will, however, ask the Atteorney
clarify this pi .,nte is soon ag we have received
from hi 'y

however,

States Poard on
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March 29, 1957

Mr. Robert B. Forrest
11400 Normandale Road
Mimneapolis 20, Minnesota

Dear &, Forrestt

The procedure for changing the name of a geographic feature
is & bit complex. To maks the name Maple Island official
for the island you describe in Lake Shetek, it would be
nocessary to follow the procedure outlined in the ndmeo=
graphed sheets I sent you last week.

The mimeographed petition enclosed in my previous letter
would have to be signed by 15 legal voters residing on the
jeland at the present time. It should then be seant to the
County Auditor of Murray County as outlined in the mimegw
grephed sheet of instructions. After the petition has been
approved by the Murray County Board of Commissioners, it is
forwarded to the Minnesota Ueograpidic Board for action.

So you seo, the State Geographic Board cannot act in this
matter untdl 1t has been approved by the local people and
forwarded to the State Board through the proper channels.

I hope that this information will bhe healpful to you.

Sincerely,

Mra. June Ds Holmquist

Acting Secretary

Minnesota Ceographic Board

Mirnesota Historical Soclety
JOHspns St. Paul 1, Mimesota




ROBT. B. FORREST
11400 Normandale Road
Minneapolis 20, Minnesota

Mrs,Jjune p,Holmquist: Saturday
Minnesota Geographic Board

st ,Paul,Minn,

Really i'm sorry now I wrote the way I day.l wrote
it as ashort example of what I wanted.What I reallv wanted to know
wWould take more writing and me being 85 just don't like it beacuse
the machine don't spell as good as it used to,
for 70 years I have lived in Murray county am a sort of a history
nut,w¥ritten a book on the early history and that bring me to waht I
vanted to know.
There is an island in Lake Shetek in Murray county,.In th~
early days about the early '80's it was called Maple Island. Several
years later a "blind" pig came to sSlayton the countv seat: the only
wet place in the county.One of the partners drank too much so the
boys got a tent and took him over to Lake Shetek and #eft him on
this beautiful ,There was no one living there then,When the "bovs" came
into the blind pig for a drink they would say " Where's Tom. The other
guy was quite a wag and ne flipped off.0h he's over to Kel ley Cure
lsland, L don't know how old vou are or if you# can rememher the
Keeey Cure institue for drunkards. But the name stuck and stuck.Now

vtuere are 18 homes on the tsland and a Dible camp hence the wanted

change. B [ wanted to know how to change it back te Manle lsland."

The two names are not official

Thank You

7@5?—(2 sy ) T oyt
»




Mo Hobert B Forrest
11400 Normandale Road
Mimneapolis 20, Mimnnesota

Deaxr Mr. Forrest:

Your inquiry addressed to the Department of Conservation
concerning the procedure for changing the name of & lake

Enclosed you will find informae
tion outlining the steps necessary and a sample petition.

has beon forwarded to me.

Moy I suggest that you give additional thought to the
problem of selecting a now name for this lakee

Uak Lake as & posgibilitye.
of Oak lakes in Minnesot@.
the Geogrey

e

You mention
There are already a large number

#nce one of the objectives of
hic Poard is to awoid duplication of

A names, it
is unlikely that they would spprove Osk lake as the new
name of this body of watere

Sincerely,

iire. June D Holmmuist
Acting Secretary
Hinnesota Oeographic Poard
linneacta Historical Society
JiHs:pns Ste Paul 1, Mimnesota
nclosures 2




ROBT. B. FORREST
11400 Normandale Road
Minneapolis 20, Minnesota

saturday, ilarch, 18th, 1057

pept, of Conservation,

St .Paul,Minn,
Ggentlemen:

Say there was a lake

by he name of Black dat lake and

change it to Oak Lake,how would you pgo

Lake wws given the name by some earily

Jies Liie cliange

Kindly Answer

in

settler

it,the county or the county,

yYour

the people wanted

about it?.

and

county

to

lat

it

stuck







ADMIN 262
-
STATE OF MINNESOTA

» vparTwENT Conservation - Attorney General Office Memorandum

_Mrs. June D. Holmquist
"Minnesota Historical Society DATE: March 9, 1966

: Frank J. Murray ffﬁﬁgr\

TO

Minnesota Statutes 1961, Chapter 354, relating to the
State Geographic Board, was renumbered by the Revisor of Statutes
and is now found as M.S.A., §§ 83A.01-83A.04.

M. S. 1961, Chapter 378, relates to the naming of lakes,
etc., by a county board upon a petition by the State Geographic
Board or any fifteen legal voters residing in the county where
the body of water is situated.

In § 378.01, it is provided that no name of any lake,
river, stream or body of water, which name has existed for forty
years, shall be changed under the provision of §§ 378.01-378.06.

Note that the restriction goes only to a proceeding
under Chapter 378.

Proceedings can be taken by the Geographic Board, however,
under 83A.01 et seq., and I see no reason why the county board,
which is without authority itself to change the lake named 1n
the case you mention, cannot recommend and give approval to a
change by the Geographic Board under 83A.01 et seq.

A copy of opinion dated 4-26-1940 (file 273a) is to that
effect.




STATE GEOGRAPHIC BOARD == Power to change nam? of lakes
' fiori

April 26, 1940

| S 0, Vg
Arthur J. Larsen, Secretary “

gzat; Geographic Board (a
o Paul, Minnesota
Dear Sir:

Your letter of April 11, 1940, addressed to Attorney
General Jo. Ae A. Burnquist, raises the queastion of whether or
not the State Geographic Board is authorized to change the
name of Gnatt lake, situate in Port Hope and Turtle lake town=
ships in Beltrami tﬂinxhiﬁ, provided the county board of that

county consents. It appears that this lake has been commonly

known by its present name for forty yearse

Prior to the enactment of Laws 1937, Chapter 63, there
was no state law providing any procedure for changing the name
of the lakee. Opinion October 22, 1921e Normally lakes were
known by the names given them by the federal authorities at
the time of survey. The act cited, now found in Sections 18«2
to 128=6, the 1940 Supplement, constituted the commissioner of
conservation, the commissioner of highways and the superintendent
of the Mlnnesota Historical Soclety, a state geographic board,
and. empowered that board, among other things,

"In cooperation with the ocounty boards and with
-thelir approval to change the names of lakes,
streams and other geographic features with the
end in view of eliminating as far as possible

duplication of names within the state."
Seoction 1283, subdivision (¢), the 1940 Supplement,




Arthur J. Larsen April 26, 1940

Other subdivisions of this section empower said board,
"to determine the correct and most appropriate names of lakes,"
and "to pass upon and give names to lakes," and "to publish an
official dictionary of names,” and "to cooperate with the United
States Geographic Board to the end that there shall be no cone
flict between state and federal designations,”

No express limitation 1s placed by law on the powers
of the State Geographic Board in this respects. None can be
fairly implied. The question of whether or not the name of a
lake in any given instance should be changed is one which calls
for the exercise of sound judgment and discretion by the board.
It 1s not likely a court would upset the board's determination
in any such case unless it clearly appeared that the board had
acted arbitrarily, capriciously and without any regard for pube=
lic convenience.

The board should, before determining on a change, ine
vestigate the situation and consider all reasons for and against
such aoctions If 1t appears that the puhl i¢ interest would be
better subserved by retaining the name the lake has borme for
~almost half a century. the board should act accordingly. If
the present neme duplicates the name of some other lake, or
confliocts with the name given this partioular lake by the federe

al authorities, or if it seems desirable for any other sound
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reason that the name in use be changed, the board should aot
accordingly. .

Categorically your inquiry is answered in the affirmaw=
tive, with this qualification; your board should investigate,
weigh the reasons for and against change, and decide what action
will best serve the public interest.

| Very truly yours

Jo Ay A+ BURNQUIST
Attorney General .

ROILIN L. SMITH
- Speocial Aassistant
Attorney General




Mareh 16, 1966

Dear Mr, Murray:

Many thanks for so pleasantly and kindly coming to my
rescue in regard to the Geograephic Board problem. I
have heard nothing more fram the county attorneys so
far, so maybe we shut them up. I do indeed appreciate
your prompt helpl

¥ith best regards -

Mrs. June D, Nolmguist
puty Secretary

linmesota Ceogryaphic' Board

"

Na

e
.‘




February 21, 1966

ear lr. Murrarys

Maybe . should sgy "Dear My, Anthony," since my problem is how does the

Ceopraphic Board go about chdnging a name in use for more than LO years?
nclosed is a copy of the memoranda you prepared last July and a copy

of the VWashington County attormey's letter on the probleme. I5 there any

vay a county board can tell us whethsr or not they favor such a change

wvithout vioclating the law?

ceveral similar cases are hung up on my desk. 1 do hope you can shed

some light on the problem, for I am at sea ag to what to tell theme.

lany thanks for your efforts,

Hree. June D, Holmguist
Fxtension 2147







e @) STATE OF MINNESOTA

DEPARTMENT_COnservation - Attorney General Ofﬁce Memorandum

TO + Commissioner Wayne H. Olson ' DATE:July 28, 1964
b
FROM s Frank J. Murray, Deputy Attorney General °

SUBJECT: Minnesota Geographic Board

In the Board's minutes of January 2, 1964, appears:the

following:

"Mr. Fridley also brought up the question of attempt
to secure some clarification of the law governing the
board's work when the next legislature meets, He men-
tioned specifically the removal of the 4O-year limita-
tion on name changes embodied in the present law and a
clarification of the board's powers regarding the names
islands and other features. Mr. Olson agreed to
eview the existing law, and the board agreed to meet
in before October 1, 1964, to discuss the matter at
r length," \

In your memo accompanying the minutes, you state

law restricts the authority of the county boards
1ge the names of lakes and other geographical

a
n

ires. The 40-year restriction is not applicable to
tate Geographic Board. There is an attorney general's

i that so conecludes. The Board is interested in

g an amendment adopted to remove the 40-year restriction
on countles. There also seems to be some question as to the
authority of the State Board regarding non-water geographical
features."

4 L

You ask

"Would you have someone check to see if this authority
has ever been interpreted."

The only opinion is file 273-A, dated April 26, 1940, copy
Neither § 354.01-04, relating to the Geographic Board, nor
relating to the the County Board, have been otherwise
in opinion or case.
ly, Chapter 354, M.S. (as pertinent), is as follows:
Powers of Geographic Board.

determine correct angd most appropriate names of lakes,
y places and other geographic features,




July 28,

Commissioner Olson -2
To pass upon and give names to lakes, streams and
no single

(2) I
places and other geographic features for which

.name has been in use.

In cooperation with County Boards and with their
f lakes, streams and places and

(3)

approval to change names O
other geographic features.

(4) To publish official state dictionary of geographic names.

To serve as state representative on U. S. Geographic Board

(5)

§ 354.03 Name given by Board is official name.
§ 354.04 No County Board may change oOT establish the name of
any lake, river, or other body/of water without approval of

eographic board.
geographical features in

NOTE: (No mention of places or other
this limitation on County Board).

Chapter 378, M.S. provides (as pertinent):

County Board proceedings.

§ 378.01 To give or change name of lake, river, stream, or
body of water a petition may be filed with the County Board.
However, no name of any lake, river, stream or other body of

water. which name has existed for O years, shall be changed

under provisions of § 378.01-06.
(In latter event note - Geographic Board can change a name
in cooperation with Bounty Board) .

§ 378.02 -06 Procedure.

COMMENTS |

Removal of the forty year limitation found in § 378.01, would
permit change by a County Board on petition under forty years.
ounty Board, under Chapter 378, has no authority over non-

such as islands, would appear
under § 354%.02

Non-water geographlical features,
to be included within the power of the Geographic Board
where the statute speaks of "places and other geographic features."

AC
water features.

FJM:dw
attach.,




v

STATZ GEOGRAPEIC BOARD ~- Power to change name of lake.

April 26, 1940

Arthur J. Larsen, Secretary
State Geographic Board
St. Paul, Minnesota

Your lebtter of April 11, 1940, addrossed vo AtTorney
General J. A. A. Burnquist, raises the question of waether or
not the State Geographlo Board 1s authorized to change the
name of Gnatib lake, situuua in Port Hope and Turtle lake Cowa=
ships in Beltrami ﬁbﬂﬁ§b§b, provided the county board of that

"ounty consents. It appears bhat this lake has been commonly

knowva by its present name fox forty yoarse

Prior to the enaotmenu of Laws 1967, Chapter 63, tuu

was no state law providing any procedure for changing the name
of the lake. Opinion October 22, 1921, Normally lakes were
known by the namas given them by the federal authoritlcs av
the time of surveye The act cited, now found in Seotions 128-2
to 123-6, the 1940 Supplement, constituted the commissioner of
consorvation, the commissioner of highways and the superintendent
of the iinnesota Hisbtorical Socisty, a state goographlc board,
and empowered that board, among other things,
“In cooperation with the counbty boards and with

tholix ﬁgUTO?&l to change the names of lakes,

streams and other geographic featurss wita the

end in view of eliminating as far as poosible

Euplication of names within the state."
Section 128-3, .subdivision (o), the 1040 Supplemente
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Other subdivisions of this section empower said board,
"to determine the correct and most appropriate names of lakes, ™
and "to pass upon and give names to lakes,”™ and "to publish an
official dictionary of names," and "to cooperate with the United
States Geographic.Board to the énd that there shall be no con=~

fllict between state and federal designations,.”

No express limitation 1is placed‘by law on the powers
‘ .

of the State CGeographic Board in this respect. None can be
falrly Implieds. The question of whether or not the.name of a
lake in any given insﬁanoe should be changed i1s one which calls
for the éxercise of sound Judgment and discrotlion by the board,
It 1s not likely a court would upset the board's determination
in any such case unless 1t‘clear1y #ppeared that the board had
acted arbitrarily, capribiously and withouﬁ-ény regard for pub;
dic convenience.’ _ ' _

The board should, 5efora determining on a change, in-
voscigate the situatién and consider all reasons for and against
such actlon. If it appeara that the pull ic interest would be
boetter subserved bj retaining the name the lake has borae forh
-adlmostT half a cenbtury the board should act accﬁrdingly. . A
the prosent name duplicates the-name of some other lake, or
confllicts with the name given this particular lake by the foder-

al authorities, or if it seems desirable for any other sound
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reason that the name in use be changed, the board should act

accordinglye.

“Categorically your inquirylis answered in the alffirma=- ?\\h
i

tive, with this qualificationi your board should investigate, ;
l

‘weigh the roasons for and against change, and deoids whal action|
w1l bast S6rVe: the public intereste .
i l'Very truly yours

i, A. A. BURNQUIST
. .Attorney General

“'+ ROILIN L. SMITH
. Special Assistant.
. Attorney General

A iy






