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FEB 2§ 1942

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
BOARD ON GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES
WASHINGTON

FPebruary 20, 1942.

lir. Arthur J. Larsen, dcting Secretary,
Minnesota State Geographic Board,
liinnesota Historical Society,

St. Paul, Minn.

Dear Sir:

This Board has been requested by the International Boundery
Commission to approve the new name Delafield Peninsula, which the
Boundary Commission desires to apply in honor of liajor Joseph
Delefield.

I enclose the proposed decision approving the neme and a copy
of letter from the Boundary Commission, dated November 7, 1941,
requesting the approval. I also enclose two of the International
Boundary Commission's maps showing the loecation of the feature.
I am very much in sympathy with this proposal and hope that your
board will see no objection to it. Supplemental to the information
contained in the proposed decision and in Governor Riggs' letter,
I may also add that lMajor Delafield served as captain and major
during the War of 1812 and I believe he was also a Revolutionary
soldiere.

Governor Riggs has asked me if I could obtain approval of the
name at an early date because the diary of Major Delafield, mentioned
in his letter, is now ready for publication. I should have written
to you on this subject before but was prevented from doing so by
arrears in some of our more urgent work caused by the transfer of
one of my staff to a government office in the West and by the absence
of my secretary on her vacation. If your board can give approval to
the proposed name at an early date it will be very greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

Executive Secretary.




NTERNATTONAL BOUNDARY COMMISSION
United States, Alaska, and Canada

United States Seetion

WASHINCTON
November 7, 1941

. Martin
U. § = on Geogrephic Names
Department of Interior
Washington, D. C.

Dear Dr. Msrtin:

Major Joseph Delafield was the Agent for the United States
during the final phases of the demarcation of the International
Boundarz,under the terms of the Treaty of Ghent, from the St.
lawrence River to the Northwestermmost point of Lake of the Woods.
By his ability he rose from the position of Secretary to the U. S.
Commissioner to Agent. There was much dissgreement between the
Commissioners and it is entirely due to the force and perseverance
of Major Delafield that that large triangle within the State of
Minnesota from the present boundary to Duluth and thence via the
St. Louis and Vermillion Rivers to Lake Namakan, was saved to the
United States. Had it not been for Major Delafield, it is quite
possible that this line would have been adopted. From 1818 to
1824 he personelly traversed the northern routes, always claiming
more than he expected to obtain, but always blocking the British
contentions. Finally the Webster-Ashburton Treaty of 1842 settled
the dispute along lines which were practically those laid down by
Ma jor Delafield.

I have assisted Prof. Robert McElroy in the editing of a very
complete and heretofore unpublished diary of Major Delafield and
have been struck by the fact that no natural feature has been
called after him. TFor his distinguished services I feel that his
neme should appear somewhere along his route of travel. As his
explorations ended at Lake of the Woods, I suggest that the penin-
sula jutting into Lake of the Woods on the West side and cut off
from Canada by the Meridian line drawn from the Northwesternmost
Point of lLeke of the Woods to the 49th Parallel boundary be
designated as Delafield Peninsula.

Kindly advise me if this can be accomplished.

Sincerely,

(sgd) Thomas Riggs
United States Commissioner




Delafield Peninsula: a peninsula on the west side of the
Lake of the Woods between Buffalo Bay and Northwest
Angle Inlet and east of that section of the International
Boundary that extends from Stony Creek to Harrison Creek,
Lake of the Woods County, Minn. Named in honor of lajor
Joseph Delafield, born , died , wWho was Agent
for the United States during the final phases of the
demarcation of the International Boundary under the
terms of the Treaty of Ghent, and who was largely
instrumental in obtaining northeastern Minnesota for
the United States.

Note: dates of birth and death have been requested
and will be inserted.




Harch 27, 1042

Mr. Earl V. Chapin, Editor
Warroad Pioneer
Warroad, Minnesota

Dear Sir:

The Minnesota State Geographic Board which 1is
composed of the Commissioner of Conservation, the
Highway Commissioner, and the Superintendent of the
Minnesota Historical Society, and which has the duty
of approving or disapproving any changes in state
geographic names, has been asked to express its
opinion on a proposed change in a name which effects
Roseau County. I have been requested to ask you for
your confidential opinion because the matter has not
ye; reached the stage where publicity would be advis-
able.

The U,8. Geographic Board has received a pro-
posal from some official Canadian organization for
a change in the name of the Northwest Angle from the
Northwest Angle to Delafield Peninsula. I have not
looked up who Delafield 1s, but I believe he was a
prominent Canadian who was connected with the Angle
gome way. You probably know who he was.

I know that at least two of the three members
of the’' State Board do not regard this proposal
favorably, but before acting they would like an ex-
pression of loeal opinion. They would llke to know,
for instance, if the Angle i1s usually called The
Northwest Angle in your locality and how long it has
been called by that name. Do you know of any senti-
ment in your locality in favor of changing the name?

Sincerely yours,

Curator of Newspapers
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March 30, 1942.

Mr. Lewis Reeson,
Minnesota Historical Society,
St . Paul, Minnesota.

Dear WMr. Beeson:

Yours of the 27th in reeard to changing the name
Northwest Angle is in hand.

Offhand I would say that the vpeople of this area would
strenuously obiect to the change of name suggested by thie
Canadian organization which you mention.

The particular piece of land in question has been known
as the Northwest Angle, of "the Angle" for such a long time
that T do not believe that any official change of name would
ever meet with popular approval, or a new name ever come into
popular use, and would merely result in confusion, as it
would then appear on the maps as one thing, and be called
another.

Though T have lived in this country most of my life, and
know a great deal about the history of the Lake of the Woods,
I too confless that I have never heard of Delafield. The
Northwest Angle is, after all,U. 8. territory, innabited by
people of this country, and visited by sportemen of this
country only. Personally I think it would be a grave mistake
to name the most unusual geographic oddity of the United States
after some Canadian politician whom no one in this country
knows «

It seems to me that if any locality around the Lake of the
Woods were to have a change of nomenclature, shas- it should
bear the name of La Verendrye, first white man to explore the
region. La Verendrye is the one name which is inextricably
fdentified with the Lake of the Woods, yet as far as I know,
it has not been given to a single one of its 14,000 islands,
or to a single promontory of its hundreds of miles of irregular

ghore line.
Sincerely {2%59, )

Editor, Warroad Pionéér.
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April 6, 1942.

Mr. Arthur J. Larsen,
Superintendent, Minnesota Historical Society,
St. Paul, Minnesota.

Dear Mr, Larsen: Re: Northwest Angle.

I hgve your letter of March 31st and have noted the
correspondence attached from Messrs. Riggs and Martin.

While I can appreciate their desire to honor
Major Delafield's memory by designating the present portion of
Lake of the Woods County, north of the lake of the same name, as
Delafield Peninsula it does not seem advisable from my point of
view to eliminate the present name of Northwest Angle, which is
not only known as such throughout our state but by many interested
in the historical interests of the state.

Yours very truly,

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS

(

b o 1] DA P
C”F}q-'.d \_\’ “‘." ) 4 D 9 1/, ”,{i ' .” ¥ j 14
/ \

y,

Commigsioner of Highways.




April 10, 1942

Mr. Mike J. Hoffmann
Commigsioner of Highways
State Hizhway Department
1246 University Avenue
St. Panl, Minnesota

Dear Mr. Hoffmennt

Thank you for your letter of April 6. Tour view on the guestion
of rencming the Northwest Angle and mine coineide., If I can get a similay
expreseion of opinion from Dr, Strunk, I shall communicate the unanimous
opinion of the State Geographic Board to Mr. Martin,

Partly out of curiosity, we wrote to Chapin, editor of Zha
Harroad Pioneer. He has come back with a very hot letter. I am sure it
would be very disturbing to the people locally to atiempt to renames the
area.

Sincerely yours,

Superintendent
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
BOARD ON GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES
WASHINGTON

April 11, 1942.

Mr. 4rthur J. Larsen, Acting Secretary,
Minnesota State Geographic Board,
Minnesota Historical Society,
St. Paul, NMinn.

Dear Mr. lLarsen:

I wrote you February 20, 1942, concerning the new name
Delafield Peninsule which the International Boundary Commission
desires to have approved so that it can be used in a fortheoming
publication of a diary of Major Joseph Delafield, which I under-
stand contains much detailed and valuable information concerning
Major Delafield's very notable work in surveying and in inter-
national negotiations for the acceptance of the present northern
boundary of Minnesota.

No reply has been received to my letter of February 20 and
I fear that either my letter or your reply may have gone astray.

The United States Boundary Commissioner, Hon. Thomas Riggs,
tells me that the book containing Major Delafield's diary is already
in proof and that it is very desirable that action be taken on the
proposed new neme at an early date. I will greatly appreciate it
if you will tell me whether you foresee, or whether the Minnesota
Geographic Board has indicated,any objection to a decision by this
Board, approving the name Delafield Peninsula for use on maps and
charts and in publications issued by the Federal Government.

I assume that thé county board is not legally concerned in the
matter, inasmuch as the law of March 8, 1937, establishing the State
Geographic Board and defining its duties gives the State Board
authority, in sec. 2 (b):-

"To pass upon and give names to lakes, streams,
places, and other geogrephic features in the state
for which no single generally accepted name has
been in use;"




The legal requirement for action by the county boards seems to
be restricted to changes of names with the purpose of eliminating
duplication, as provided in sec. 2 (¢) which defines further powers
and duties of the State Board as follows:

"In cooperation with the county boards and with
their authority, to change the names of lakes,
streams, places, and o¢ther geographic features,
with the end in view of eliminating as far as
possible, duplication of names within the state;™

Since this is a new name which the State Board has authority
to pass upon, rather than being a change of name on which the law
requires action by the County Board, will it not be possible for
the State Board to act upon the matter, at least informally and to
the extent of indicating its objection or non-objection at an early
date. If that can be dene then this board will take prompt action.
I hope that can be done because it surely would be unfortunate if
the publishers of the book in question should feel that they had to
proceed with the publication of the book without awaiting action on
the proposed new name which they, without any legal requirement,
were so good as to ask for. In explanation of that last sentence,
let me add that although the reconmendation for the approval of the
new name ceame to this board technically through the International
Boundary Commission, the first publication of the new name is to
appear in a book that is being published privately.

I should not like to see this name omitted from this book in
which its first publication would be most appropriate, and neither
would I like to see the name published without official approval.

Your advice on all aspects of the problem will be greatly
appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

e C Wlactins

Executive Secretary.




June 3, 1942.

AL BEN

Iir. &rthur J. Larsen, Acting Secretary,
Minnesota State Geographic Board,
Minnesota Historical Society,

St. Paul, Minn.

I have not received any reply to my letter to you of April 11
o o o £ ’

concerning the proposed new name Delafield Peninsula. I fear

that either my letter or your reply must have gone ¢ If you
recelve my letter, please inform me and I will send you &
r of it or if you have already sent a reply, which certainly
have been lost in the mails, I will be very grateful if you
forward a copy of it.
Sincerely yours,

/é@e@%

Executive Secretary.
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ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO THOMAS RIGGS
INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY COMMISSION
UNITED STATES, ALASKA, AND CANADA

-G - INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY COMMISSION P simiireoioln
UNITED STATES, ALASKA, AND CANADA

UNITED STATES COMMISSIONER

UNITED STATES SECTION

WASHINGTON

June 15, 1942

Mr. Arthur J. Larsen

Acting Secretary

Minnesota State Geographic Board
Minnesota Historical Soclety

St. Paul, Minnesota

Dear Mr. Larsen:

Dr. George C. Martin of the Board on
Geographical Names has, I belleve, addressed
two or three letters to you regarding the
neming of the peninsula jutting into Lake of
the Woods, east of the international boundary
line, after Major Joseph Delafleld, the Agent
for the United States from 1818 to 182l dur-
ing the survey of the boundary from the St.
Lawrence River to the Northwesternmost Point
of Lake of the Woods.

As you know, it was entirely due to the
activities of Major Delafield that a large
piece of Minnesota, including the city of
Puluth, was saved to the Nation. It is, there-
fore, fitting that his name be attached to some
natural feature.

There is now a book in the hands of a
publisher conteining the unpublished diary of
Major Delafield which 1s amazing 1in all the
information contained therein. Proof is now
being read, but final publication is being
held up pending approval by your board. The
name "Delafield Peninsula"™ has been approved
by the American and Canadlan International




Boundary Cormissioners, but naturally, as the
area in question lies wholly within Minnesota,
it would be a graceful act to have recognltion
given by the Minnesota Board. The Federal
Board interposes no objections.

I will appreciate it lmmensely if you will
give this matter your very earliest attention
so that the book can be completed.

Sincerely yours,

United States Commissioner
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THE
UNFORTIFIED BOUNDARY

A Diary of the first survey of the Canadian Boundary
Line from St. Regis to the Lake of the Woods by

MAJOR JOSEPH DELAFIELD

American Agent under Articles VI and VII of the
Treaty of Ghent

From the original manuscript recently discovered

EDITED BY

ROBERT McELROY

Professor Emeritus of Oxford University
and former Professor at Princeton University

THOMAS RIGGS

United States Commissioner, International Boundary Commission,
United States, Alaska and Canada, and former Governor of Alaska

PRIVATELY PRINTED IN NEW YORK

1943




The Unfortified Boundary

EDITED BY

Prof. Robert McElroy and Governor Thomas Riggs

A diary with a history of the fixing of the
American-Canadian boundary line

OF ALL boundaries between lands of great nations none

has long remained unfortified, either by man or nature,
except that between the United States and Canada. That
boundary, more than 3000 miles long, has been unfortified
for more than a century and a quarter. This unique situation
is due not only to the high character and similar ideals of
most of the people of the two countries, but also to the skill
and forbearance of the men who so established it that none
could claim it was fixed by any but fair and open negotiation
and agreement.

The main part of this book is an account of the day by day
incidents in journeys of Major Joseph Delafield, the Agent
in charge of the American surveys from Northern New York
to the Lake of the Woods from 1817 to 1823. The description
of the people and of the natural features of the country, espe-
cially through the wilderness, the Great Lakes, and tributary
rivers, is of unusual interest.

The historical value of the book is enhanced by the Editors’
Introduction of 131 pages. It is based on extensive and exact
research. It is well documented and is the best account of the
fixing of the American-Canadian boundary that has yet been
written. The maps reproduced from the Federal Archives
make the work easier to follow.

The book being a record of historical value is fully indexed
and has been printed on all rag paper for its greater perma-

To

nence. It is in one octavo volume of 490 pages with twelve
maps and illustrations, and is bound in buckram. Only 1000
copies are being published, each volume is to be numbered.
The price has been fixed at $7.50 a volume. As the printer
has been called into the service of the United States, the dis-
tribution of the edition has been placed in the hands of the
undersigned, to whom subscriptions should be sent. It is
anticipated that the edition will be ready for delivery in
about five weeks.

For convenience a subscription form follows.

WiLmUurT BUurRr LINKER
20 Exchange Place
New York City

20 May 1943

WiLMurT BURrR LINKER, Esg.,
20 Exchange Place,
New York City.

Dear Sir:
Please send me copies of the book
“The Unfortified Boundary” for which please find enclosed

. dollars subscription at $7.50 a copy.




THOMAS RIGGS

ADDRESS ALL COMMUMNICATIONS TO
IJNITED STATES COMMISSIONER

INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY COMMISSION
UNITED STATES, ALASKA, AND CANADA NOEL OGILVIE

wasnGTON. O C INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY COMMISSION ChhoiAN Conmizsionn
UNITED STATES. ALASKA, AND CANADA

UNITED STATES SECTION

WASHINGTON 25
September L, 1943

Dear General Delafield:

I send you herewith the map you ask for. I
sincerely hope that the Minnesota Board 1s goling to
honor the State by naming this peninsula after
Major Delafield.

I am delighted to hear that the Diary will be
off the press so soon. All publishers are having
a bad time of it at the present time.

I returned only day before yesterday from an
inspection of the boundary work on the St. Mary
River and while living at a comfortable hotel at
Sault Ste. Marie and travelling the river in a
Coast Guard motor boat thought of the lack of com-
forts endured by your ancestor.

There 1s one person who would greatly appreciate
& copy of the book and that is Hon. Chase S. Osborn,
Sault Ste. Marle, Michigan. Osborn is a former
Governor of Michigan, a voluminous writer on historic
subjects and even in his elghtieth year 1s going
strong in his research. His daurhter carries on with
him.

I have not heard from McTlroy for some time. I
trust all 1s well with him.

Sincerely yours, -

a

Gen. John Ross Delafield
20 Fxchange Place
New York, New York
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EXPLANATION OF MAPS.
F1G.)-Lake of the Woods showing
Delafield Peninsula Penasse and
The general boundary line.
F16.2-Mitchells map of 1755showing
proposed boundary described
inTreatyof 1782-83.
F16.3-Modern map, coveringthe
Same regiaonand of about
the same scale as Mitchell’s
map, showing. (A) Lake of the
Woods Co.and (w),Delsfield Pen.
F1G.4: Detailed map of Northwest
Anglelnlet country showing.
(A).the Most Northwest cor:
established, 1824-25 and con-
firmed by treaty of 1842;(B),
the relocated corner of 1925
and,(1to4).intersections of lines.




DELAFIELD. MARSH, PORTER & HOPE
COUNSELLORS AT LAW
20 EXCHANGE PLACE
JOHN ROSS DELAFIELD SAMUEL THORNE
W'E/ NEW YORK COUNSEL
ROBERT McC H
GEQORGE H. PORTER
CLAUDE A HOPE

WILMURT B. LINKER September 30, 1943&, - -

CABLE ADDRESS

RAMON SIACA

"DELMARSH" NEW YORK
EUGENE BLANC,JR

JAMES C.MULLIGAN
WILLIAM R.LOCKWOOD

Dear Sir:

I have a letter from Mr. C. W. Wright telling me of
his conference with you, and of your suggestions. I am sending you
under a separate enclosure another copy of The Unfortified Boundary,
and am also writing to Governor Thomas Riggs of The International
Boundary Commission, who is the originator of the idea, for his
further good suggestions.

With appreciation for your good help in the matter.

Youfs siEéériéfs

JOHN ROSS DELAELEkbyie
Brig. Gen. Iinact. Res. U.S.A.

To

Dr, Lewis Beeson,

Superintendent,

The Minnesota Historical Society,
204 Minnesota Historical Building,
St. Paul, Minnesota.

JRD-VM

P, S. I have referred again to Mr Wright's lette
’ 1 red aga o W r,and see th
he suggests the additional copy of the bouk is foé purposes o?t

review, etec. If a further additional copy i o e o)
please let me know. a Py 1s required fpr this,




Sgptember 30, 1943

Mr, M, 4, 1 ff'ﬁq,n
State I i;}‘wh deve rinent

1246 University Avenus

‘.-‘,

t.ﬁdﬂ.iammmna

Dear Mr, Hoffmans
should have a neeting of the State

I believe we need to discuss
to ren Lm”

or

I think we probdably
»<“b;e hic Board soon Decause
gz'*"h et an anderstanuing about the proposal
eninsula known as the NHorthwest Angle in honor of |}
Lﬁ”l d, the American sgent for ths Boundary Commissiﬁn
between the United States and
this chenge wae presented to
was turned down, It is, I
I am (ﬂ](.‘.lﬂ!i:i:'lg
respect to the

yhich finally drew the line
A proposal to meke
the board some time ago and
believe, going to be re-sulmitted soen,
CoT I have written with

l:'lnhti: le

two latters 4

es of
atier.

Sincerely yours,

Acting Superintendent =




September 30, 1943

Mr. Chentor Wileon

Cormigaion » of Conservation
ate Office Building

st, P

anl, Mnanesota

Dear Hp., ¥ilson

we probably should have a meeting of th

1 soon hacause I bDeliove we need to ¢
en understanding about the proposal
mown as= the Northwest Angle in honor
‘“HJL&M ) the Amorican agent for the Boundary Commiss
which finally drew the line
Cenada. A proposal to make
+he hes

bstwesn the
ward soms time am

United Statea
ghi

s change wase presented
and was turned down, It is, I
I am enclosing

to the

believe, going to De re~sulmitted u
coples of

aiiL 800N,
of two letters I have written with respect
mr‘.t-‘&"?o

Singerely yours,
LBe/mb

Apting Suwperintendent 7 Yesr s
eandg.










8/24/43

MWB:

A Mr, Wright at Main 5241 called today. He wants
to discuss the naming of a peninsula on the Lake of the
Woods after Delafield, the surveyor of the Northwest
Angle., This i1s the proposal that was turned down last
year by the State Geographic Board, which at that time
thought the suggestion was to rename the entire North-
west Angle for Delafield. I told Mr, Wright the
board's reasons for not assenting to the renaming
of the Northwest Angle, saying that local sentiment
was against 1t as well as historical associations.

He seemed to think that the proposal last year was

not to rename the entire Angle but to hame a peninsula
after Delafield and I told him that if this were the
case, 1t probably could be done but that a factor
effecting the decision of the board would be whether
the neninsula in mind already had a2 name or not.

Mr, Wright is going to write a descendant of Delafield
who lives in New York about the matter and then will
call us in about three weeks.
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UNITED STATES SECTION

WASHINGTON 25
February 22, 194l

Dear Dr. Beeson:

After considerable delay I have recelved from
the Archivist microfilms of the official journal and
letters of Joseph Delafield, Agent for the United
States, and the Treaty of Ghent. I take pleasure
in presenting these films to your socliety and trust
that they will be of interest.

I am in hopes that your Board will not forget
to suggest the naming of some natural feature for
Ma jor Delafield who did so much to preserve for the
state of Minnesota that great wedge of territory
which contains the Mesabl iron deposits.

A recent letter from General Delafield reads
in part as follows:

"T have been reading a book, The Voyageur's High-
Minnesota's Border Lake Land, by Grace Lee Nute
the Minnesota Historical Society. It has to do
mostly with the Grand Portage to the Lake of the Woods.
At page 15 she writes: l

"i1portunately for dwellers on the Mesabl and
Vermilion iron ranges, not to mention other Americans
who profit from the natural resources in the wedge of
territory now generally called the Arrowhead Country,
Jay did not accept this line. - = - =!

"T wonder how general the name Arrowhead Country
1s8? If it 1s not too well established, that part of
Minnesota might be named The Delafield Wedge, or some
such name.

Dr. Lewis Beeson
Acting Superintendent
Minnesota Historical Soclety
Saint Paul, Minnesota




"Do you think it worth while taking this up with
the Minnesota authoritlies, or have you something else
in mind?"

Sincerely yours,

Viananig s >

United States Commlissioner







ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO DEC 6 1943 THOMAS RIGGS
INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY COMMISSION UNITED STATES COMMISSIONER
INITED STATES, ALASKA, AND CANADA n
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WASHINGTON, D. C. | NTERNATIONAL BOU NDARY COM MISSION CANADIAN COMMISSIONER
R e S UNITED STATES, ALASKA, AND CANADA

UNITED STATES SECTION

WASHINGTON 25
December 2, 1943

Dear Dr. Beeson:

Some time ago you expressed a desire for fllms
of the official journal of the Boundary Cormissioners
.acting under the articles of the Treaty of Ghent.
Today I spent some time in-the National Archives and
have ordered microfilms of the journal and the let-
ters of Major Joseph Delafield, Agent for the United
States. When these are completed, it will glve me
great pleasure to present them to the Soclety.

I had a most pleasant visit with Dr. Solon J.
Buck, the Archivist, who had at one time been Super-
intendent of your Society and explained to him our
desire to have some natural feature named for Major
Delafield. He seemed in thorough accord with the
proposal, but explained that as he has been discon-
nected with society proceedings for so long that he
is not at the present time conversant with unnamed
features.

Of course, I still hope that the Angle townships
could be named Delafield Peninsula although there )
seem to be difficulties. As an alternative I could ﬂk\
sugeest that the bay of Lake Superior,at the head 7 ¥
of which lies Duluth, might be named Delafield Bay.

I cannot find on any map or chart that any name is
attached to 1t. Still another suggestion, but .one
for a rather minor feature, would be the peninsula

on the south side of Plgeon Bay which terminates in.
Pigeon Point. This might be appropriate as had it
not been for Delafleld this point would have been

in Canada. With your local knowledge you may suggest
something else. General Delafield has suggested the
peninsula in the southern part of Lake of the Woods
terminating in Long Point.

Dr. Lewls Beeson
Acting Superintendent
Minnesota Historical Society
St. Paul, Minnesota




I have examined other parts of the water boundary,
but the eastern parts have long since had established
names. The St. Lawrence, Niagara, Detrolt, and St.
Mary Rivers have nothing which could be used. High
Falls on the Pigeon River can rank among the beauti-
ful falls of the country but half of the falls lie
in Canada and probably Canada would object.

There seem to be a number of islands 1n Sanaga
Lake. Could these 1slands be grouped as the Delafield
Archipelago?

Saginaw Bay in Ralny Lake is a duplication in
name of the one in Lake Huron.

I assume that you have the International Boundary
Commission maps extending from Lake Superior to the
Northwest Angle. If not, I shall be glad to send you
a set. -

Sincerely yours,

_ Linacse J —?T\

United States Commissioner
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Ogtober 1, 1943

General John FHoge Pelafield
20 Exchange Flace
Hew York, FMew York

Poar General Delafields

On behalf of the Minmesota Fistorical Soclety I wish to thenk you
for your gift of the Delafield Piasry presentad through Ne, Wright for the
Society's library. Ye at the Soclety see many books sach year, dut sele
dom has one attracted more immediate attention and intersst than this cne
containiag your gramdfather®s diary., It fits in with the interests of a2
nunber of our staff members snd fills a gap In our Imowledge of the history
of Minnesota which long has needed filling., As 1 told Mr. VWright, we would
appreciate very much having a copy for review in the Societyls quarterly

magazine, Hlpnasota Hlstory.

The Himmesota Fistorical Soclety eertainly iz going to fellow wp the
numerous cluves ‘o other materlal contained in thi s publication. We hope o
film Major Delafiesld's official jourasl whioch is, I understand, in the
Hational Archives, and would like to have permission to couy other material
of value which is in the possession of the family. I do not intend to in-
‘trude wpon a fisld whieh others may have mariked out for themselves, but if
the editors of the dlary and others vho may de Jmown to you have not alresdy
indicated a desire to edit or publish the jJowrnals, I am sure that the So-
clety would be glad to consider the possidility of doing mo.

With respeet to the remaming of the peninsula in homor of your grand-
father, 1 have told Mr, ¥Wright my own attitude and the probably attitule of
the State Geographic Jgpard. The Board's po icy from the begimning has deen
not to rensme a gecgraphiec feature when it already has been given & name
vhich has been genmerally and commonly accepted by the people of the loeslity
and of the state. The fundamental reason for this policy ies that if the
Board were to rensme s geogr:phic feature slready having a commonly accented
nams, the new name would have no welidity or usage if it did not mppeal te
the locasl inhabitants, Ve cannot change a name unless the new name is going
to bo used. I think a hetter avnroach %o your problem woulll be to win the
assent and support of the neopnle of the region affected for the change of
Deame,

I sm encloeing a copy of a letter I have written to Mr. Thomas Rigzs.

3ineerely yours,

%I]:g/ mb aboting Superintendent






