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PROCEDURE FOR OFFICIALLY CHANGING NAMES OF LAKES AND STREAMS

Any 15 or more legal voters of a county may petition the County
Board to change the name of any body of water within that county.

The petition must contain the following:

(a) Location of lake, stream or other body of water by sectim,
township, range.

(b) Name or names by which body of water is now known, (If
unnsmed, such fact shall be stated).

(¢) The proposed name.

(d) Reason for considering the proposed name necessary or
advisable,

(e) Each person signing the petition must set out his place
of residence after his signature,

The petition must be filed with the auditor of the county.
The auditor shall present the petition to the County Board,

The County Board shall by order fix the day (more than 30 days
hence) and the place of hearing. (The place of hearing may be held
at any convenient place within the county.)

The County Board must serve notice of the time and place of hearing
by the following manner:

(a) At least three weeks notice of the time and place of the
hearing in the officlal newspaper,

(b) Notification of hearing to the State Geographic Board,

(¢) Personal notification of chairman of any village board or
mayor of any city within or adjoining the limits of which
political sub=-division any such body of water involved in
the hearing may be located., (Such official on whom notice
is served shall notify his respective Board or Council,
which will take such action as 1is deemed to be for the
public interest).

(On the day of the hearing, any legal voters in the county may file an
answer to the petition, setting out in concise language why the prayer
of the petition should not be granted).

Petitioners shall give a bond, approved by the County attorney, con-
ditioned upon the full payment of all reasonable expenses which the
county or counties shall incur in such proceeding.

(I1f the lake or stream lies partly in another county or counties,
joint action shall be taken by the counties involved).

The County elerk shall forward a certified copy of the County Board
resolution of approval or disapproval. to the State Geographic Board,




The State Geographic Board will approve or disapprove the County
Board resolution, and will forward a copy of the resolution to
the U,S. Board on Geographic Names,

Approval by the State Geographic Board and notification of the U.S.
Board on Geographic Names will assure the use of the proposed name

or names on all future maps on which the place and feature names have
official standing.




PROCEDURE

Send petition and procedure forms to person or persons desiring to initiate
action.

After action by Bounty Board, present resolution to State Board.

If State Board endorses resolution:

Notify USBGN

Notify County #uditor of USBGN action

Return endorsed resolution of County Board to County Auditor for filing
in the office of the Register of Deeds

Advise state departments, local units of government, and map-making
agencies what the name henceforth is to be.










MINNESCTA STATE GEOGRAPHIC BOARD
Ste. Paul, Minnesota

Procedure for naming or changing names of lakes and streams 1in
accordance with the provisions of chapters 35 and 63. Ses
gion Laws of 1937.

Prevare a netition to the Board of County Commigssioners of
the county in which the body of water i1s located and in
which you reside. The netition must contain;

(a) The location of the lake or stream by section, town-
ship and range.

(b) The name, if it has one, by which the body of water
is now known.

(c) The name which it is desired to give the body »of
water.

(d) The reasons why the change 1s desired, and why the
new name 1s avproprlate.

(e) The signatures of 15 legal voters residing in the
county. Signers must also glve thelr addresses.

Present the petition to the County Auditor. He will require
you to post a bond to cover the cogt of oroceedings before
acfion can be taken by the Board of County Commissionerse.

The County Auditor will oresent the netition to the Board of
County Commissioners who will set a date for a vublic hear-
ing on the petition.,

The Board of County Commissioners, after hearing the vetition,
will adopt a resolution approving or disavproving the name,
and forward certified coples of the resolution, vetition,
and oroceedings in connection therewith to the State Geo-
grapvhlc Board. No name which has been in use for forty years
or more can be changed in this manner, however.

The State Geogravhic Board will review the oroceedings. If
the Board approves the name 1t will endorse the resolution
of the Board of County Commissioners, and notify the United
States Board on Geogravhical Names whose accentance of the
name will make 1t official nationally.

The gtate Geogravhic Board will notify the County Auditor of
the action of the United States Board of Geogranhic Names,

and return the resolution of the Board of County Commissioners
to him for filing in the office of the Register of Deeds.

The State Geogranhic Board will issue a nroclametion to ad-
vise the denartments of the state and the local units of
government what the name of the feature henceforth is to be.




MINNESOTA STATE GEOGRAPHIC BOARD
Office of the Secretary

HISTORICAL BUILDING «» CAPITOL SQUARE
St. Paul, Minnesota

Procedure for naming or changing names of lakes and streams, in accordance
with provisions of Chapters 35 and 63, Minnesota Segsion Laws of 1937,

- -

Address petition to Board of County Commissiomers of county in which body
of water is located, Petition should be signed only by residents or voters
of county named, No name which has been in use forty years or more may be
changed, Petition must contain: '

(a) Location of lake or stream by section, township and range,
(b) Present name or names, if any,
(¢) New neme desired,

(d) Reason why change is desired, and why suggested name is
appropriate,

(e) Signatures and addresses of 15 legal voters residing in
county,

Present petition to County Auditor, He will require you to post bond to
cover cost of proceedings before action can be taken by County Commissioners,

County Auditor will present petition to Beard of County Commissioners, who
will set a date for publiec hearing on petition,

Board of County Commissioners, after hearing petition, will adopt a
resolution approving or disapproving of seme, and will forward certified
copies of resolution, petition and proceedings in connection therewith to
the State Geographic Board, above address,

State Geographic Board will review proceedings, If name is approved, this
board will endorse the resolution of the Board of County Commissioners

end notify the United States Board on Geographical Nemes, whose acceptance
of the name will make it official nationallys

The State Geographic Board will notify the County Auditor of the action of
the U,S, Board on Geographic Names, and will return the resolution of the
Board of County Commissioners to him for filing in the office of the
Register of Deeds. The State Geographic Board will issue a proclamation
advising state and local units of government as to the adopted name of
lake or stream,




MINNESOTA STATE GEOGRAPHIC BOARD

St. Paul, Minnesota

February 4, 1938

To the Chairman of the
Board of County Commissioners:

The 1937 legislature, as you probably know, created a State
Geographic Board, which is to act as the agent of the state of
Minnesota in all matters relating to the names of lakes, streams,
places, and other geographic features of the state. The board 1is
somposed of the Commissioner of Conservation, the Commigsioner of
Highways, and the Superintendent of the Minnesota Historical Soci-
ety. It has been organized and is ready to carry out the dutles
prescribed for it in the law.

Within your county, there may be geographic features which
have no generally accepted nameg, or which bear the same names as
other similar features in the state. You undoubtedly are inter-
ested in correcting this situation so far as it seems possible to
do so, and the state board will be very glad to have your co-oper-
ation in an effort to improve matters.

The law prescribes the method by which naming and renaming

can be accomplished. For your convenience I am enclosing a copy
of Chapter 35 of the sessisn laws of Minnesota for 1937, which
gives the rules for local procedure, and a copy of chapter 63

of the same laws, which established the State Geographic Board.
I am enclosing also some suggested forms for your guidance 1n
conducting hearings in regard to changing names of places or to
naming any which have not heretofore been named. Thesge are of
course intended only as suggestions and for your convenlence,
Perhaps you already have worked out forms of your own for this
purpose. You will note that the endorsement of the State Geo-
graphic Board i1s needed before any name changes or new names can
be considered final. May I suggest that in submitting names to
this toard you accompany them with copies of the petitions and
other evidence as to the advisability of the aetion.

You will notice that one of the functions of the State Geo-
graphlic Board is to prepare and publish an official state diction-
ary of geographic names, and it is to the interest of the people
in your county that the place names in the county should be cor-
rectly represented. The board wishes, so far as possible, to have
the officlal names conform to local preferences. For that reason
we urge you to act as soon as 1t 1s convenlient and possible to do
80,

Sincerely yours,

Ty O S

Theodore C., Blegen
Secretary, Minnesota
State Geographic Board




Larsen to B, F. Pag, Makkato, Jan. 17, 1940

Chapter 35 of the Session Laws of 1937, which defines the procedure to
be followed in changing the name of a lake or streem by petitioning the board
of county commissioners in the county wherein the body of water lies, provides
that "no name of any lake, river, stream or other body of water, which name
has existed for forty (L40) years shall be changed under the provision of this
act." Lake Washington falls under this provision, for it was named by the
government surveyors in the 1850's.

The act estsblishing the State Geographic Board (chapter 63 of the
Session Laws of 1937), hoever, under section 2, paragraph c, empowers the
state board, in co-operation with the county boards and with their approval,
to change the names of geogrsphic features in order to eliminate duplication
of names within the state. Since Meeker and Mahnoman counties each have a
Washington Lake, it would be permissible under this law to change the names.

The procedure for you to follow under the circumstances is to forward
to the State Geographic Board a petition containing:

(2) The location of the lake by section, township, and range.
(b) The name by which the lake is now known.
(c) The name which it is desired to give the lake.

(d) The reasons why the change is desired, and why the new name is ap-
propriate.

(e) The signatures of 15 legal voters residing in the county. Signers
mast also give their addresses.

When the petition is received by the State Geogr.phic Board, the county
boards of Blue Earth and Le Suemr counties will be asked to hold a joint hearing

on the question, After the hearing is held the state board will act upon the
matter.

I am enclosing a blank petition which you may wish to




STEPS IN PROCESSING MINNESOTA GEOGRAPHIC BOARD DECISIONS:

When a petition to change the name of a feature comes in, check to
see that the steps outlined in the law have been followed -~ hearing
held, two certified copies of county board's resolution at hand,
etc. == and to see whether the names of signers of the petition live
in the IMMEDIATE area of the feature to be changed.

Do research in the board's records, the historical society's old
map collections, and those in the department of highways and waters
to make up a list of all the various names and the various spellings
of them by which the lake is or has been called. Be sure the loca-
tion given is correct.

Check the board's records to see whether the new name suggested is
duplicated in the state, especially in the immediate area. Consider
whether or not the name suggested is suitable to the area. If it

is not, be prepared to tell the board why it is not.

Check to see if the existing lake name has been used for over 40 years.
If it has, the Minnesota board does not legally have the power to
change it under the present (1962) law, but it can consider the matter
and forward its recommendation to the U. S. Geographic Board.

Present the case to the Minnesota Board. If the Board approves,
each member signs a certified carbon of the county board's resolution

(or the petition, if two copies are available). The signed carbon
is then sent to the Auditor of the county concerned, instructing him
to file it with the register of deeds.

Prepare the minutes of the state board's meeting and send a carbon
to each member. File the original in the Board's files.

Enter the Minnesota decision in the three sets of card records and
notify the other state agencies (notably conservation and highway)
concerned.

Prepare the case in the form used in U. S. Decision lists and forward
it to Mre J. 0. Kilmartin, Domestic Names Secretary, U. S. Board on
Geographic Names, Department of the Interior, for action.

9. When the U.S. Board approves the decision, enter it in the appropriate
card records.

The Minnesota Board also has the power to initiate action to change the
names of geographic features. In such cases, do the research outlined

in steps 2-4 above, prepare a petition (samples may be found in the files
for Cook and Lake County), and send it to the county board. (See minutes
of December 2, 1940, meeting authorizing this procedure.) After the
county board approves the state boards petition, the steps are the same

as T-9 above. In such cases, the state board will give tentative ap=-
proval to the change, subject to the approval of the county board involved.






