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This half township occupies the extreme Northeast corner
of the County., It is noted for the mumber and picturesqueness
of ite lakes. Fortions of Madison, WVashington, Gilfillan and
Bagle lLaokes are within its boxders and the whole of lakes
Ballantyne, Duck, George and two or three othexrs are found
within it, Blue Earth County has sbout twentyeone sections or
155440 acres of its surface covered by meandered lakes, and
Jamegstown, though but helf & township, has the largest area 80
covered of any town in the county == being asbout 1,665 aeress
The surface of the land is quite rolling and originally was
covered with a dense forest of vsluable timber, The Indian

namne for lagke Madison was "Waukenseche" or "Waukensica®

(The "Bvil Spirit" or "Abundant Mystery", or “"The Sacred Shade").

The Indien name of lake Washington was "OUkapah" (The Choke
Cherry lake")s Their present names were given by the govern=
ment surveyors. The name "Janestown" was suggested by Inoch
G. Bgrkhurst in honoy of the first English Colony in Virginia.
The town was at first included in Easota precinct. When on
April 1, 1855, that precinct was added to lLeSueur County,
Jamestown, aleo, was lost to Blue Earth County until June 1,

1866, when it was restored to it.

Taken from the "History of Blue Earth County" by Thomas Hughes,
life merber of Minnesota Historical Society, and member of the

"Blue Earth County Historical Society".
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HOTEL BEN PAY

FIREPROOF

MANKATO, MINN.

Dec. 20, 1937

Theodore Bligen, Supt.
State Historical Society
0ld Cegpitol Bldg.

Sto }aul, L;inrio

Degr Mr. Bligen:

I was very much interested in reading in the
Pioneer Press a few days ago about changing the
naries of lakes in Minnesota that are duplicated.

With reference to Lake Washington, located in
LeSueur and Blue Earth Counties, I am taking the
liberty of enclosing you a copy of a paragraph

taken from the "History of Blue Earth County" by
Thomas Hughes, with reference to the original
name of Lake Washington which was "“Okapah".

I trust that when your Board is in session you
may give some consideration to the original nawme
of this lake.

With very kindest remermbrance and wishing Yyou
the Complirients of the Seascon, I anm

Yours very truly,
AZ2
f

v




December 31, 1937

be very glad to put before the State Geo~

graphic Board the problem of he poseible change of name
that you have written about in your letters to Nr. Elsberg
and myself. It may be that the deelrable procedure would
be, first of all, a petition to the county board as pro-
vided under the statutes, so that the matter could come

before the state board backed and supported by officlal
action within the county.

%e are just now working out forms for such local
petitions and as soon as we are able to 4o BO,; we are
planning to communicate with all the county boards with-
in the state, setting up a general procedure. I shall
be glad to write you agaln as 8soon as this procedure has
been finally worked out. Meanwhile I can assure you that
we ghall keep this matter in mingd.

Sincerely yours,

Superintendent
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N. W. ELSBERG L. L. ALLEN
CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER COMM R OF } Y& MAINTENANCE ENGINEER

M. J. HOFFMANN J. T. ELLISON
BRIDGE ENGINEER

W. F. ROSENWALD
ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER TRAFFIC ENGINEER
@ s STATE OF MINNESOTA

ELMER A. BENSON, GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS

1246 UNIVERSITY AVENUE
SAINT PAUL, MINN.

A

December 28, 1937.

Mr. Theo. C. Blegen,

Secretary, State Historical Society,
State Capitol,

St. Paul, Minnesota.

Dear Sir: Re: State Geographic Board.

I am attaching & letter and statement received
from B, F. Pay, Mankato, relative to Lake Washington in

LeSueur and Blue Earth Counties.

Yours very truly,

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS

)Z, 4 Q., 728 SR

Commissioner of Highways.




January 17, 1940

Mr, C. L, Huebl, County Auditor
Le Center, Minnesota :

iy dear Mr, Huebl:

I am enclosing a copy of a letter to Mr, B, F, Pay
of Mankato concerning the changing of the name of Lake
Washington,

Sincerely yours,

Arthur J, Larsen, Secretary
State Geographic Board




January 17, 1940

Mr, Berton E, Lee, County Auditor
Mankato, Minnesota

My dear Mr, Lee:

I am enclosing a copy of a letter to Mr, B, F. Pay

of Mankato concerning the changing of the name of Lake

Washington,

Sincerely yours,

Arthur J, Larsen, Secretary
State Geographic Board
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Fhen the petition 18 e red by the Btate CGeographle
Y . e , i - n% " . - F X 1 "~ N
the gounty boards of Blu \reh Le Sueur counties
wld a joint hearing © he gueation, After
thae qt" B .'.':,' . “ f"_‘:t 100N tl‘jz' h't‘q‘:ﬁ"?‘p

blank petition which you

Sincorely yours,




Re changing name of Lake Washington, Le Sueur and Blue Earth

e P —

counties,

See

B, F. Pay to T, C, Blegen, 12/20/37

B, F. Pay to N. W, Elsberg, 12/20/37






