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August 30, 1937

Isabella R. Smith and Others,
Winnebago,
Minn.

Dear Madamg

Sometime ago I received petitions signed by a
number of people urging that the name of Bass Lake be not
changed to any other name. There was no letter submitting
the petitions and none of those who signed them gave theilr
address., I am directing this letter to you as you are the
first one to have signed one of the petitions, and directing
it to Winnebago in the hope you will receive 1it.

The Department has one request suggesting that
the name of this lake be changed.

I am referring the petitions to Mr. Theodore C.
Blegen, Superintendent of the Minnesota State Historical
Society, who is also Secretary of the State CGeographic Board,
80 that the same may come to the attention of the Board at
its next meeting.

In view of the fact that there are no less than
43 Bass Lakes in the State, it may be understood why those
who are interested in this body of water might wish to give
it a name which would give it an individuality which it does
not enjoy in a group of so many bodies of water with the same
name. I do not believe, however, that the Board is going to
take any action which will create local opposition or will
meet with objections from a substantial number of cltizens
living in the community.

Very truly yours,

Herman C. Wenzel,
Commissioner of Conservation,
HCW:VZK
CC: Mr. Theodore C. Blegen




Red Wing, Minnesota
October 16, 1944

Division of Drainage and Waters,

- Minneaots State Capitol,
Saint Paul, Minn,
Will you kindly tell me the date at which Minnesota Lake in
north central Faribault County dried up or disappeared? I
would also like to ascertain when it was first given that name,
or the name of Clear Lake,

Sincerely yours,

%W@/W ;

(Miss) Frances Densmore




October 25, 1944

Miss Frances lensmore
Bed Wing, Minnesota

My dear Miss Densmores

The Division of Drainage and Yaters has referred your letter
of October 16 to the State Geographic Board to answer your gquestion
as to when Minnesota Leice in Faribault County "was first given that
name, or the name of Clear lLake," I understand that the Division
has answered the first question in your letter, as %o when the lake
dried up. :

I have not found the name "Clear" applied to this lake in any
of the numerous sources that I have consulted.

Warren Uphasl, in his Minnesots Ueographic Names, p. 1857, under
Faribeult County, mentions this lake as "Minnesota Lake ., . . the
former large lake, which has besn lately drained and apportioned to
the adjoining farms,” FHe continues: "It is a name recelved from
the Sioux or Dakotas, meaning slightly whitish water, which they also
applied to the Minnesota river, thence adopted by this state,” But
he gives no indiecation as to when the name waes first given to the
lake, or as $o whether the Sioux sctually called that particular lake
"Minnesota," ' I

On the earliest maps of Minnesota Territory the lake is not
shown. On the Sewall map of 1858 it is shown as “lake Minnesota,"
and on all the numerous maps published since then that I consulted
it appears as "Minnesota Lake,"

I am sorry that I am unsble to give you more definite infor-
mation,

Sincerely,
Deputy to the Secretary

Minnesobta State Geographic Board
Minnesota Historieal Society.




Faribault County

See rolled map of this County.
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