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*STATE OF MINNESOTA

OﬁC@ M€m0rd”dﬂm ®  peparTMenT Minnesota Historical Society

TO . George A, Selke DATE: December 9, 1958
FROM Russell W, Fridley
SUBJECT:  Silver Lake West - Ramsey and Anoka Counties

In regard to your Memorandum of December 2nd, I think that you

as chairman of the State Geographic Board should inform the

Ramsey and Anoka County boards of the legal procedure to be

followed for changing the names of lakes,

Mrs. Holmquist has drafted a suggested letter and I am enclosing

it., Also, enclosed is the correspondence that you wish to have

returned.

This matter will be placed upon the agenda for our meeting on

December 29th.
Xy~

Encls,




DEPARTMENT

FROM

SUBJECT:

December 2, 1950 STATE OF MINNESOTA

Office Memorandum

Conservation - Administration

¥r. Qussell W, Fridley, Director, Historical Society

George A. Selke

Silver Lake West ~ Ramsey and Anoka Counties

Please note the attached correspondence. Do you think you as secretary,
or I as chairman, of the Geographic Board, should contact the Ramsey and
Anoka County Boards, and inform them of the legal procedure for changing
the names of lakes? Kindly advise.

This should perhaps be put on the agenda for our meeting on the 29th.

Please return the correspondence.



Russ

Re: Ramsey County Baord's action in voting to change the name of Silver Lake West

Our attention has been called to the November 2l issue of the St. Paul Dispatch which
states that the Board of Ramsey County Commissioners voted to rename Silver Lake West
in honor of Mrs. Lucile Blank. While we have the highest regard for Mrs. Blank, we
regret to inform you that this action does not accord with the law setting up proce-
dures for changing the names of lakes as passed by the Minnesota Legislature in 1937.
Enclosed you will find mimeographed copies of the law as well as material outlining
the steps that must be taken to change the name of a body of water in the state of
Minnesota.

You will note that county boards are not authorized to initiate proceedings to change
such names. Further, the statute provides that "No name of any lake, river or stream
or any other body of water, which name has existed for LO years" can be changed. Silver
Lake West has born that name at least since 1885, and therefore is not eligible for
change under the existing laws.

In addition, the rules of the United States Geographic Board, which has final juris-
diction in such matters, provide that the names of living persons shall not in general
be given to geographic features.

We thought it wise to call your attention to these facts before any additional action
is taken by the Ramsey County board. If a properly endorsed petition suggesting such a
name change for Silver Lake West were formally presented to the Mimnesota State Board,
it would have to be turned down for the reasons outlined above.
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DATE STATE OF MINNESOTA

sevsamimn_cesrestinn s mavecs Office. Memorandums

December 1, 1958

TO : Mr, George A. Selke, Commissioner s S
e 7
==
FROM : Mr, Sidney A.Frellsem, Dire or‘:—_s—’/‘—"gc"}

SUBJECT: Silver Lake, West - Ramsey and Anoka Counties

Attached is a copy of a news item which was in the St,Paul
DispatchePioneer Press of November 24, 1958,

The law setting up the procedure for changing the names of
lakes is found in MSA, Section 378,01 to 378.086.

Section 378.01 reads in part "No name of any lake, river,
stream or other body of water, which name has existed for

40 years, shall be changed under the provisions of Section
378,01 to 378.06", and further does not authorize the county
boatds to initiate proceedings to rename a lake, This can

be done only, according to the statutes cited, by the State
Geographic Board or any 15 or more legal voters residing
within the county where all or part of such: lake is located.

The name has existed at least since 1885 when the manuscript
for Volume II, The Geological and Natural History Survey of
Minnesota, by N.HE.Winchell, State Geologist, was submitted
to be printed, (publication was in 1888) since it appears on
a map of Anoka County therein facing Page 399.

I suggest that before further action is taken by the Ramsey
County Board, that it be notified of the portion of the
statutes quoted above.

It may also be of interest to you to read the guiding prin-
ciples of the U.S.Board on Geographic Names contained in a
communication of the U.S.Forest Service for the guidance

of its personnel, A copy is attached and your attention is
directed specifically to item No. 3 on the first page.




made to initiate a petition nor to seek gpproval of the Minnesota State Geographic
Board. Your commmnication will be presented to the Board of County Commissioners
at its next meeting on December 15, 1958.

We assure you that any assistance which will lead to the ultimate correction
of this duplication in lake names will be greatly appreciated by the Board of County
Commissioners and the residents of the County of Ramsey.

Yours very truly,

EUGENE A. MONICK, County Auditor
O ™ 1
'- PO e AR
L , Y] A/
By Nt DI
Jgmes D. Swan, Jr. /
JDS:is /Ex.ecutive Secretary
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December 10, 1958

Board of County Commissioners
Ramsey County

Court House

3t. Poul, Minnesota

Gentlemen:

Re: Ramsey County Beard's actionm in voting
to change the name of Silver Lake Fest.

Our attention has been called to the November 24 issue of the ot. Paul
Dispatch which states that the Board of Ramsey County Commissioners voted to
rename Silver Lake West in honor of Mrs. Lucile Blank.

. While we have the highest regard for Mrs. Blank, we regret to inform
you that this action does mot accord with the law setting up procedures for
changing the names of lakes, as passed by the Minmesota Legislature of 1937.
Enclosed you will fiad mimeographed copies of the law, as well as material
outlining the steps that must be takem to change the name of a body of water
in the state of Mimnesota.

You will note that county boardsare not authorized to imitiate pro-
ceedings to change such names. Further, the statute provides that "Ne name
of any lake, river or stream, or any other body of water, which name has
existed for 40 years” can be changed. Silver Lake West has borme that naine
at least since 1883, and therefore is aot eligible for change under the
existing laws.

In addition, the rules of the United StatesGeographic Board, which has
final jurisdiction in such matters, provide that the names of living persoms
shall not ia gemeral be givem to geographic features.

We thought it wise to call your attention to these facts before any
additional action is taken by the Ramsey County Board. If a properly endorsed
petition suggesting such a name change for Silver Lake West were formally
presented to the Mimnesota State Board, it would have to be turned dowa for
the reasons outlined above. :

Very truly yours,

George A. Selke
Commissioner of Conservation, and
Chairaan, 3tate Geographic Board




STATE OF MINNESOTA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION

SAINT PAUL 1

December 17, 1958

Mr. Eugene A. Monick, County Auditor
Court House
5t. Paul, Minnesota

Att. Mr. Jemes D. Swan, Jr. Executive Secretary
Dear Mr, Monick:

1 acknowledge your letter of December 12, regarding the
proposal to change the name of Silver Lake West to Lake Lucile., I am

referring the same to Mr. Russell Fridley, Director of the State Historical
Society and S/cretary of the State Geographic Board.

We shall indeed be glad to review this matter as expe-
ditiously as possible.

Very truly yours,

George A. Selke

Commissioner of Conservetion
R

CC/Russell Fridley v
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COMMISSIONERS

BOARD OF RAMSEY s

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS |

MRS. LUCILE BLANK
STATE OF MINNESOTA | WILLIAM E. CARLSON

i JOHN E. DAUBNEY
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 1} EDWARD K. DELANEY
HAROLD F. GOODRICH

EUGENE A. MONICK COUNTY AUDITOR RICHARD JANSEN

RAMSEY COUNTY COURT HOUSE
SAINT PAUL 2
MINNESOTA

December 12, 1958

Mr. George A. Selke

Commissioner of Conservation and
Chairman, State Geographic Board

State Capitol

St. Paul 1, Minn,

Dear Sir:

Ramsey County Board's action in voting to
change the name of Silver Lake West.

We are grateful to you for your communication of December 10, 1958, and the
enclosures relative to the procedure in naming lakes. We should like to allay
your apprebension as to the Board's having acted precipitately.

On November 2k, 1958, the Board approved a motion, " - that the name of Silver
Lake West be changed to ‘'Lake Lucile' - - the change to be made subject to legal
requirements."”

The County Attorney was asked to advise the Board of the legal requirements for
renaming of lakes. Under date of December 8, 1958, an opinion by Mr. Robert G. Flynn,
Assistant County Attormey, was received by the County Board. For your information,
we are forwarding herewith a thermo-fax copy of that opinion wherein it is pointed
out, as you have in your third paragreph, that no name of any lake which name has
existed for 40 years can be changed. You will note that Mr. Flynn refers to informa-
tion received from the State Historical Society that a Ramsey County map dated 1867
shows a Silver Lake in the west portion of the County.

During the County Board's discussion of Mr. Flynn's opinion, the suggestion was
made that the statutes be amended to provide for the renaming of lakes, which, located
within a county or adjoining counties, have the same name; provision to be made for
the State Geographic Conmission or Board to use its discretion in permitting such
lake name changes. This suggestion was referred to the County Board's Legislative
Committee for study and recommendstion.

We also call your attention to the postseript of Mr. Flynn's opinion which -
points out in effect that the designation of the lake as Silver Lake "West" 1s
descriptive rather than official.

In view of Mr. Flymn's opinion, it was assumed that the County Board's attempt
to rename the lake was voided and the same conclusion reached as that which you
arrive at in the last paragrsph of your letter. In view of this, no attempt was




made to initiate a petition nor to seek approval of the Minnesota State Geographic
Board. Your commmication will be presented to the Board of County Commissioners
at its next meeting on December 15, 1958.

We assure you that any assistance which will lead to the ultimate correction

of this duplication in lake names will be greatly appreciated by the Board of County
Commissioners and the residents of the County of Ramsey.

Yours very truly,

EUGENE A. MONICK, County Auditor
Dafumt W
By Ns DPW
Jgmes D, Swan, Jr.
JDS:is

r
}fxecutive Secretary
attach . \/r"










Decenber L, 1956

M. E‘np;auﬁ A, Momich
County Audi tor

Ramsey County Courthouse
§t. Paul 2, Mimnesota

Dear Sirs

At a meeting of the Minnesota Oeographic Board on November 28,
1956, the Board found in its files & petition requesting that the
name of Beaver Lake in the eity of S8t. Paul be changed to Iincoln
lake. A copy of thie petition and the letter accompanying it are
enclosed,

The State Board has no record of any action by the Board of County
Commisgioners of Ramsey County on this matter; and, of course,
camot aet without a resolution from the county board. For your
convenience I am enclosing a copy of Chaptar 35 of the session

laws of Minnesota for 1937, wideh gives the rules for local pro-
cedure, and a copy of Chapter 63 of the same laws, which established
the State Ceographic Board.

In view of the time that has elapsed on this matter, the State Board
feels that it should be investigated. Would you be kind smough to
look into the request and inform us of the County Board's wishes
regarding ite

We will appreciate any help you can give us in this matter.

Sincerely,

Russell W. Mdlas"

Secretary

Nimnesota Geographic Board

Mimnssote Historical Society
RWF1pns St. Paul 1; Minnesota
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VAN BUREN 5543

DON W. NORTON
Realtor
849 E. SEVENTH STREET
ST. PAUL 6, MINN.

Januery 29, 19L8

Mrs. Mary W. Berthel
State Geographic Board
State Capitol

St. Paul 1, Minnesota

Dear Mrs. Berthel:
Enclosed you will find a Petition which was signed by 15
legal Ramsey County voters in connection with the changing
of the name of Beaver Lake to Lincoln Lake.
As I understand it from your letter of January 26, 19L8 the
Petition will be submitted at the next meeting of the State
Geographic Board and we hope at that time it will receive
favorable consideration.
Thanking you very much, I remain

Yours truly,

%w %m

DON W. NORTON

DWN /sm
Enecl, 1




A PETITION

To the Board of County Commissipners of Ramsey Countys

We, the undersigned legal voters residing within  Reamsey

County, hereby petition your honorable board that a Lake
(lake or stream)

now named Beaver : , which is located in Ramsey

County &® _ Adjoining Norton's Lincoln Park Addition to the City of St. Paul. .
(Give legal desoription)

shall be officially named Lincoln lake for the

following reasons: All of the jJand within the city limits of St. Paul which borders
on this leke is owned by the Norton Development Company and we are now in the process
of developing the land as an attractive and substantial residential neighborhoed,
Because of the type of development and the neme of the plat Lincoln Park it is much
more desirable to have the name of the lake conformed to the name of the plat so that
it could be referred to as Lincoln Park om Lincoln lLake rather than Lincoln Park on
Beaver lake, Because of the fact that about 15 or 20 acres of the property immediately
ad joining the lake has been dedicated for park purposes we feel that 4t some time in
the future it would be desirable to name it Lincoln Park on Lincoln Lake as in reality
it is and will continue to be one of the most important features of our entire
development,

T (Ze o B0 476

Signed
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PETITION

' To the Board of County Commissioners
of County

To name a

Present name

Suggested name

Filed in Office of County Auditor
» 19

Bond set at §

» 19

Presented to County Board
2 ,19 .

Hearing set for (AM PM)
s 42 __, a8
, Minnesota.

Notice of Hearing sent to State
Geographic Board of Minnesota,
y 19

Notice of Hearing published in

for s 19

Action taken




UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
BOARD ON GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

September 15, 1943.

Mr. Arthur J, Larsen, Secretary,
Minnesota State Geographic Board,
Minnesota Historical Society,
St. Paul, Minnesota.

My dear Mr. Larsen:

On August 18, we sent you an inquiry concerning Lake Avoca in
Ramsey County, Minnesota, to which we have received no reply. Either
our inquiry or your reply may have miscarried, and we wish the
information at this time, as a revision in our Sixth Report may be
desirable. We, therefore, enclose a copy of our letter of August 18th,

For your information, we have in our files an extract from the
Minnesota Special Laws, 1887, Chapter 388 (H.F. No. 425), approved

February 19, 1887, changing the name "Snake Lake" to "Lake Avoca",

We shall appreciate any facts which you can give about the
above feature,

Sincerely yours,
Meredith F., Burrill,
Director.

Enclosure,




UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
BOARD ON GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES
WASHINGTON 25 [, ¢,

August 18, 1943 .

¥r. Arthur J. Larsen, Secretary,
Minnesota State Geographic Board,
Minnesota Historical Society,
St. Paul, Minnesota.

My dear lir. lLarsen:

We are revising the 8ixth Report of the United States Geographio
Board. On page 109 of this report we find, "Avoca: lake, Ramsey County,
Winn. (Not Snake.)" We are unable to locate Avoca Lake on any maps.

A letter from Mr., M. W. Carley, Acting County Surveyor, St. Paul,
Minnesota, states: "There is no lake in Ramsey County by the name of
lake Avooe, or Snake Lake. ®Bither the lake has dried up or it is known by
another name. We have no record of any leke by either of the names mentioned."

Is there a lake by either name in any county in Minnesocta? If there
is, will you please give us the correct location? A franked envelope is

enclosed for your reply.

Sincerely yours,

Bnelosure. Edwin J. Fosoue,
Acting Director.




September 20, 1943

Mr, Meredith F, Burrill, Director
United States Department of the Interior
Office of the Secretary

Board on Ceographical Names

Washington 25, D, C,

My dear Mr. Burrill:

Your letters of August 18 and September 15 to Mr. Larsen re-
questing information about Avoca or Snake Lake in Ramsey County have
been referred to me by Mr. Lewis Beeson, Acting Superintendent of the
Minnesota Historical Society and Secretary of the Minnesota Geographic
Board during the absence of Mr. larsen, who is serving with the armed
forces.

In chapter 388 of the Special Laws of 1887, which changed the name
of "Snake Lake" to "Lake Avoca," the name "Snake" is a misprint for
"Snail." The bill as introduced in both the House and the Senate was
entitled "A bill to change the name of Snall Lake in Eamsey County to
that of lLake Avoca," and was passed under that title.

The name "Avoeca” has never been used for Snail lLake, so far as 1
have been able to determine, The lake, which is in T,30 N, ,R.23 ¥,,
secs.23,24, ie knowm locally as "Snail Lake," and is 80 named on all the
numerous maps that I have consulted.

Since you are ¥évising the Sixth Report, may I eall your attention
to some errors in it?! Perhsps you have already noted them.

On page 287, in the entry under "Elk: lake,® "Beltrami County" ghou
ghould read "Clearwater County."

On page 342, under "Grove: township,” "Sterns County" should read
"Stearns County."

On page 352, under "lLemay: lake," and on page 553, under "Nicol,"
"Egan" should read "Eagan," to agree with the entry under "Eagan" on
page 278.

On page 614, under "Pope's Depot,” "Minn." should read "Miss.®

Sincerely yours,

Editorial assistant.
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N EY I-} n Tg}_g"

DON W. NORTON

Realtor
849 E. SEVENTH STREET
ST. PAUL 6, MINN.

Jenuary 16, 1947

Minnesota State Geographic Board
State Capitol
St, Paul, Minmesota

Gentlemen:

On December 4, 1945 we received a letter from your office
signed by Mary W, Berthel which geve us certein instructions
for the changing of the name of a lake in Remsey County,

The preliminary work on it has been completed and the petition
now has the signature of fifteen legal voters residing in
Ramsey County,

When we submitted the petition to the County Auditor, we discovered
that the name Beaver lake has been in existence for more than forty
years, We are now wondering what we can de to change the name of
Beaver Lake to Lincoln Lake in view of this eircumstence.

Pleese inform us what procedure we can take in order to make the
change that we desire even in the face of the regulation which states

that & lake which has & name for more than forty years can not be
changed,

Yours truly,

égbv\.w- T

DON W, NOR




January 26, 1948

Mr, Don W, Horton
ghg E, Seventh Sireet
St. Psul 6, Minnesota

My dear Mr, Norton:

Recently a letter frog you to the State GCeographic Board, dated
Januvary 16, 1947, was found in the Minnesota Historical Society
correcpondence files, where 1t had been placed by error, and ape
parently it had not been answered. I am very sorry that this
occurred, and I hope 1t is not too late to give you the informe=
tion which you desired.

In your letter you state that you submitted a petition to the
county suditor to change the name of "Beaver Lake" to "Lincoln
Lake," and discovered that the present name has been in existence
for more than forty years. Chapter of the Session Laws of 1937
prohibits the changing of a name in existance forty years or more
under the provisions of that act.

However, the act establishing the State Geographic Board (chapter
63, Session Laws of 1937) empowers the state board, in co-operation
with the county boards and with their approval, %o change the nanes
of geogrephle feastures in order to eliminate duplication of names
within the state, ©Since there are many Beaver Lakes in the state,
it would be permissible under this law to change the nane,

The procedure for you to follow, under the circumstances, is“to
forward your petition, which you state in your letter has already
been signed by the required 15 legal voters of your county, %o
the State Geographie Board, The board will take the matter under
consideration at its next meeting.

If I can be of any further assistance to you, please do not hesitate
to let me know. And I assure you that your requests will be taken
care of more promptly in the future.

Sincerely yours,

Deputy to the Secretary
MWB/b State Geographie Board






