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January 24, 1956

Mr, Philip P, Mason, Archivist
Michigan Historical Commiesicn
Lansing 13, Michigan

Dear ¥r, hason:

I an sorry that I have been so slow in answering your letter of Janusry 4,
but it has been so long since 1 supervised the Minnesota place names proje
ect that I found it neceéssary to go over some of the records to refresh my

HWEemory,

We huve no printed saterials on the subject, which was dropped for lack of
funds before it was completed,

The purpose of the Minnesota project was not primarily to gather informae
tion for a publication on Minnesota place names, although such & publicae
tion might have materialized eventually if funds had been available, ILts
main purpose was to provide records for the Minnesota Geographic Soard on
which it could base its decisionsg,

Five WPA workers under my supervision constituted the p rsonnel of the
project, For their use we had a large number of sete of 56" x 8™ paper
slips mimeographed = one set for references used; one for villages; one
for cities; one for townships; one for lakes; one for streans; one for
all other natural features, such as waterfalls, islands, mountains, hills,
peninsulas, bays, etc,; and one for all other cultural features, suci as
dams, forts, parks, Indian reservations, etc, I am enclosing a samplé of
each,

Bach worker was aseigned a book, map, or other reference, and for each

place name mentioned in it he filled out the proper glip with whatever in-
formation he found about the name, When he finished one book or map, he

was given another The completed slips filled out by 211 the workers were
filed alphabetically under countiecs, tous bringing together all the slipe

on each name, <he information on all the slips covering each naie was

then typed on a 5" x 8" printed card, and these final cards -- one for each
place name —- were then filed alphabetically under counties, 1 aw enclosing
ganples of the filled=in printed cards,

You will note that in most cases the space after "Approved name" has been
left blank, It is filled in only after a nauce has becn approved by the
United States Board on Geographic Hames or by the Minnesota Geographic
Board, If it is an original decision of the national board, 1t is typed
in red, If it is a decision of the state board, it is typed in black and
preceded by a red asterisk, which in turn is preceded by a black asterisk




when the state board's decision hae dbeen approved by the board of coumise
sioners of the county in shich the feature is located, Thne space after
"Same in use" is filled in by the name which most of the scurcee, Or the
zuet dependable sources consulted, ueed, In tohe space under Fiames®™ at the
left of the card are listed the various other names used, and crocs rffere
ences for these names are typed on plain cards and filed in their proper
alphabetical places,

You a&sk what sources we used for fimdaing information un plage Dames, and
vhether we relied on personal reminiscences or mewoirs, Soie of the sources
we used may not have their counterparts in Michigan, and Michigan nay have
others that are not available in Minnesota, It is laportant to bave tie de-
cisions on your etate's place namcs wade Dy the United States Board on Ueo=

raphic Names, which are used on all governuent maps and other publications,
Henry vaanett's The Opigin of Certain Place Nages in the Ugited States (U.S,
Geological Survey, Uovernment Printing Uffice, Washington, 1902) is helpful
for the origin of naise,

Since local usage and the length of time during which a nase ha been in use
are important criteria in determining the name we use In ar fi , We have
relied to some extent on personal reminiscences and mewmolrs, state and county
histories, newepapers, and accounts of early explorsrs and travelers, Vne

of the most useful sources for Minnssota names, éspecially for their origins,
is Warren Upham's Minpesota Geographic Nameg, & volume of the uinnesgte Hise
torical Collections.

Maps were an important source for the Minnesota project, e used the wmaps
iseued by the U,5,0eological Survey, the soil surveys of the U9, Vg partment
of Agriculture, U,8, Fforect Service maps, and maps issued by various state
departments, such as the Hallroad C.ommission, the Department of Drainage and
aters, the Highway Department, the Conservation Departaent, ete, Count;
atlases, county road maps, and railroad land maps were also used, A sel of
the large blueprint sheets mads by the Highway Department &s a dase for its
state map was one of our most wvaluable sourcss,

A Yater Hegources lpdex issusd by the State Depurtment of Drainsge and Waters
and & Uageteer of Meandered lekeg published by the Conservation Department
were valuible for inforsation on lakes, Fost office lists and a compendium
of village laws were useful for information about towns,

1 hope that this informstion will prove useful to you, If you have any
furtbher questions, please do not hesitate to write we,

Sincerely yours,

Marxr
Ase
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
G. MENNEN WILLIAMS . GOVERNOR
LEWIS BEESON . SECRETARY-EDITOR

IGAN HISTORICAL COMMISSI

LANSING 13 January L, 1956

Mrs, Mary W. Berthel
Minnesota Historical Society
St. Paul, 1, Minnesota

Dear Mrs. Berthel,

Dr. Lewis Beeson asked me to write to you to
get information on Minnesota's place name project.

We are considering publishing a manuscript
on place names in Michigan, but first we want to
examine the whole problem of place names. Would you
send me any printed material you have on the Minnesota
project and a sample of your geographical name card.
I would also be interested in learning of the techniques
you use in doing research on place names. What sources
do you use, for example, in finding information on
place names? Do you ever rely on personal reminiscences
or memoirs?

Any information you can give me will be
greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

Philip P. Mason
Archivist

COMM I SSION PRENTISS M. BROWN, DETROIT, *RESIDENT LEWIS G. VANDER VELDE. ANN ARBOR VICE-PRESIDENT
WILLARD C. WICHERS, HOLLAND MRS. DONALD E. ADAMS, PONTIAC
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FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY :
/ WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION
& OF MINNESOTA

S. L. STOLTE
ADMINISTRATOR

Minnescta Writers' Project
28 NE 2nd Street
linneapolis, Minnesota

October 22, 1940

Mr., Arthur J. Larsen, Supt.,
Minnesota Historical Society
St. Paul, Minnesota

Desar Mr, Larsen:

We have a letter from the office of the WPA Writers'
Program in Washington, which contains the following paragraph:

"The Harien Publishing Company of New York
City has expressed an interest in publishing books
on place names. A representative of Harian Pub=-
lishing Compeny stated that he stands ready to enter in-
to a contract with sponsors or co-sponsors in such
work now underway., He is eager to see manuscripts
from any interested state Writers' Project and if
satisfactory would agree to mimeograph a first ed-
ition of 500 to{# 1,000 copies to sell at $.35 to
$.50 eachs No guarantee or subsidy would be re-
quired of sponsors, The publisher would pay the
sponsors 6% royalty on all copies sold. The spon-
sors could then turn this money over to the state
projects as contributions. If successful in sell=-
ing out the mimeographed editions Harien Publishing
Compeny offers then to issue subsequently a printed
edition,"

Perheps it will be possible in the near future to make
use of this offer to the advantage of the Geographic Board.

Very truly yours,

s Uacs,

Roscoe Macy
State Supervisor
Minnesota Writers! Project




WPA Form DPS f18

FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY
Work Projects Administration
WPA Writers'! Program

REQUEST FOR WRITERS' FROJECT ACTIVITY

January 17, 1940
(Date )

Submitted by: State Geographic Boar llinne sota
(Co=-Sponsor sm=eeovereabiis-sponsor ) (State )

(Signature ol represontative )

Transmitted by: State Board of Education Minnesota
(0fficial Sponsor) (State)

Commissioner
S — : s
(Signature of representative) (Title)

1. Title of Publication: (Tentative) Gazetteer of Minnesota
2. Function: Complete listing of linnesota place names, with derivation
of name, legal description of site, and brief descriptive paragraphs

as needed,

Personnel required: Six to twenty research field workers, one re-
search editor.

Time Required to finish: Six Months to one year,

Final Product: Permanently bound book or books. Specimen sections
may be issued in mimeographed form before final printing.




<8

Materials, estimated value $800. Light, heat, and building services,
use of filing cebinets, typewriters and other office equipment, esti-
mated at $85 a month; Personal supervision of lfinnesota Historical
Society Editorial board, estimated average credit of $200 a month;
Publ ication costs: Interim mimeographed publication by counties, 12
to 87 booklets at estimated cost of $70 each; final publication of
permanent volume or volumes at estimated total cost of §3000. Total
co-sponsor's contributions: (Estimated) $5,300 to $11,200, according
time required for completion and the number of separate publications.

The WPA Writers' Project of Minnesobta has the necessary personnel
(State )
and equipment to undertake and complete the activity requested herein.

(Signature of State Supervisor ) (Date )

Approved;:

(State Director, Professional & Service Projects)

Approved:

(State Administrator)

Address:

Approved:

(Director, WPA Writers' Program)




WPA Form DpS {18

FEDERAL, WORKS AGENCY
Work Projects Administration
WPA Writers' Program

REQUEST FOR WRITERS' FROJECT ACTIVITY

January 17, 1040
(Date)

Submitted by: State Geographic Board Minnesota
(Co=Sponsor or-cooperasing-sponsor ) (S%tate )

(Signature of representacive) (Title)

S & & & & & & & & & & 8 B * & 4 e s 8 & B B KB E 8 e B e s e s

Transmitted by: State Board of Education Minnesota
(OfT1icial Sponsor) (State)

: Commissioner
(Signature of representative) (Title)

Title of Publication: (Tentative) Gazetteer of Mimmesota
Function: Complete listing of Minnesota place names, with derivation
of name, legal deseription of site, and brief descriptive paragraphs
as needed,

Personnel required: Six to twenty research field workers, one re-
search editor,

Time Required to finish: B8ix Months to one year.

Final Product:; Permemently bound book or books. Specimen sections
may be issued in mimeographed form before final printing.
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6, Yaterials, cotimatod walue $800, Light, heat, end building services,
use of filing cabinots, typewritors and dthor office equipment, estie
mated ob 285 a month; Personal suporvision of Mirmesota Historical
Soolety Bditerial board, ostimated average credit of §200 a menth;
Publiocaticn coste; Interim mimeographed publiceation by counties, 12
%o O7 booklets at estimmbed cost of 70 eachs final publication of
pormanent wlume or wlumws et estimabed total cost of SB000. Tobal
coesponsor's contributionss (Petimated) #5,300 %o 11,200, according
to time required for compls tion and the number of separate publications.

The WPA Wirlters' Frofot of Mimmesota  has the necessary rersomel
obato )

end oquirmont o underteke end complote the activity requested herein.

(Sipnature of Dtato bup FViSoF)

Arovoved,
(state VIrootor, Frolessioml & UOrvice Irojocts)  (Uate)

Acproved

[5Eato Admini strator)

Addrens:

Datos

Approved;

= IDivector, WPA Wpiters' 1m cram)




WPA Torm DPS -ﬁ-’la

FETERAL WORES ACENCY
VWorl Projects Adminigtration
WPA Viriters! Progran
FEQUEST FOR WRITERS' FROJECT ACTIVITY

Januery 17, 1040
(Dato)

Submitted by: Stetc Geographic Board Minnogota
({Lowl 20ns0r osoopereving eponsol ) (S%ate )

o7 TorTe ) 559 13

L B B B B O O B BN O B B B O B I B B B B B I O O B B B B B B

Transmittod bys; State Boaxrd of Bducation IAxmesota
e ponsor | (ttate)

Corari gudloner
(PIpnature of represontavive) (Titie)

Title of Publication: (Tentative) Casotteer of Mmmesota

FPunction: Complebe listing of Mimnmesota place tmé, with deriwation
of namo, legal deseription of site, and brief deseriptiwe paregraphs
as needed,

Forsomel required: B8ix to twenty researoh field workers, one re-
search editor.

Time Roquired to finishy 8ix Months to one yoar,

Final Product; Pormmmently bound beok or books. Specimen sections
nay be issved in mimeographed form before final printing.
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Maberials, ostimated value $800., Light, heat, and bullding services,
use of filing cebinets, typewriters and other office equipment, esti-
mated at $85 a month; Personal suporvision of Mimmesota Historical
Society Bditorial board, estimated average credit of §200 a month;
Publication costs; Interim mimeographed publication by counties, 12

to 87 booklets at estimated cost of $70 each; finmal publication of
pormanent volure or wlumes at estinated total cost of $3000. Total
co-sponsor's conbributions: (Dstimated) §5,300 o 11,200, according
%o time required for complotion and the number of separate publications.

The WPA Writers' Frojct of Iimnesota has the necessary rersomel
(State )

and equipment to underbeke emd complete the activity requested herein.

(Blpnature of Dtate Sup rvisor)

Apyproved: ~
(State Director, Professliomal & Service Projects) (Date)

Approved 3

(State Administrator)

Approved,

(Director, WPA Writors' tibgrem)
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FEDERAL, WORKS AGENCY
Work Projects Administration
WPA Writers'! Program

FOR WRITERS! PRCJECT ACTIVITY

January 17, 1940

— e —

Submitted by: Stete Geographic Board Minnesote

T (Co=Sponsor ei-ccoperebina-sponsery  (state)

/

(Sizneture of representative)

Transmitted by: State Board of Education

(0fficiel Sponsor)
gneture of represent
of Publication: (Tentative) Gazetteer of Minnesota
Funetion: Complete listing of Minnesota place nemes, with derivation
of name, legal description of site, and brief descriptive parsgraphs as

neededs

Personnel required: Six to twenty research field workers, one research
editore.

Time Reaquired to finish: Six Months to one yeare

5 Final Product: Permanently bound book or bookse Specimen sections
mey be issued in mimeographed form before final printings




e

Materials, estimated value $800. Light, heat, and building services,
use of filing cabinets, typewriters and other office equipment, esti-
mated at $85 a month; Personal supervision of Minnesota Historical
Society Editorial board, estimated average credit of $200 a month;
Publication costs: Interim mimeographed publication by counties, 12

to 87 booklets at estimated cost of $70 each; final publication of
permanent volume or wlumes at estimated total cost of $3000. Total
co-sponsor's contributions: (Estimated) $5,300 to $11,200, according
to time required for completion and the number of separate publications.

The WPA Writers' Froject of Minnesota has the necessary persomnel

(State)

and equipment to undertake and complete the activity requested herein.

(Signature of State Supe rvisor)

Approved: ;
(State Director, Professional & Service Projects) (Date)

Approved

(State Administrator)

Address:

Date:

Approved:

(Director, WPA Writers' 1 gram)




WPA Form DPS 718

FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY
Work Projects Administration
WPA Writers' Program
REQUEST FOR WRITERS' PROJECT ACTIVITY

17, 1940
(Date)

Submitted bys  State Geographis Board Mimmesota
(Co=Bponsor or-ecoperating Sporsor ) (State)

(Signature of representative) (Title)

e ® & O & & ¥ O & T O NS PO O NE eSS e e

Transmitted by: State Board of Education Minnesota
(0fficial Sponsor) : (State)

(SIgnature of representetive) bi‘iﬂo ;

Title of Publicetion: (Tentative) Gagzetteer of Mimmesota

Function: Complete listing of Mimmesota place nemes, with derivation
of name, legal description of site, and brief dese¢riptive paragraphs as
neededs

Personnel required: 8ix to twenty research field workers, one research
editor.

Time Required to finish: 8Six Months to one yeear.

Final Product: Permanently bound book or bookse Specimen sections
may be issued in mimeographed form before final printing.
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6. Materials, estimated value £800. Light, heat, and building services,
use of filing cabinets, typewriters and other office equipment, estie-
mated at $85 a month; Personal supervision of Mimnesota Historical
Society Editorial board, estimated average credit of $200 a month;

Publ ication costs: Interim mimeographed publication by counties, 12

to 87 booklets at estimated cost of $70 each; final publication of
permanent volume or wlumes at estimated total cost of $3000, Total
co-gsponsor's contributions: (Estimated) $5,300 to §11,200, according to
time required for completion and the number of separate publications.

The WPA Writers' Project of I.!l;!}neaaba has the necegsary personnel
{State )
and equipment to underteke end complete the activity requested herein.

(Signature of State Supe rvisor ) (Da%te )

Approved:
(State DIrector, Prolossiondl ¢ GOrvice Projoces)

Approved;

(State Administrator)

Address:

Approved: Wash., D. C,
(Director, WPA Writers' Program) (Date)




FEDERAL TORKS AGENCY
Vork Projects Administretion
WPA Writers' Program
REQUEST FOR WRITERS' PROJECT ACTIVITY

k_nﬁ 17, 1940
o Board Hmesoba
tm% %ﬁﬂﬁm_-) (Ctate)

(Signature of ropresentative) (TT%e)

L B B O B O O B B B B B B B O B B R B B D O AR N B O BN R I

Transnd ttod byy Stativ Board of Bducation Mimmesots
) ) (State)

= (SIgature of Foprosentative) %

1le Title of Publications (Tentative) Gagottoer of Mimesota

2« Nmotions Complete listing of Mimmesota place nemes, with derivation

of neme, legel desoripticn of site, and Wrief deseriptive paragrapht s

Se Personnel required:s Six to twenty research field workers, cme research
editor. :

de Time Reguired to finishs 8Six Months to ongc yoars

B¢ PFinal Product: Permanently bound book or bookse Specimen seotions
may bo issued in mimeographed form before final printinge
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6+ Materials, estimated value 800, Light, heat, and building services,
use of filing cabinets, typewriters and other office eguipment, estie
mated at $06 a month; Persomal supervision of Mmmesota Historical
Society Bditorial board, estimated average eredit of 200 a month;
Pull ication costs: Inberinm nimeographed publication by counties, 12
to 87 booklets at ostimated cost of g'ro eachy final publication of
permanent volume or wlumes at estimated total cost of $35000, Total
coegponsor's contributions; (Estimbed) §5,300 o §11,200, according to
tirme required for completion and the number of sepavate publications.

The WPA Wiritera® Project of Ilnnoscta has the necessary personnel
] ate )
and oquipcent to undoréaka end complote the activity requested herein,

(Tirneture of [oRUe DU Iviec® ) (Tt 7

Approved, _
(8tote TIFOctGrF, rrolOSOIONM | UOPVICO PPojects)

Approved,

{Stave Adoindstwntor)

Addrene:

Datos

Approve Wash., Ds C,

ds
“{irector, WA Wrltera’ rrogrem )




AN ESTIMATE OF THE SUPPLIES NECESSARY TO COMPILE THE
MINNESOTA GAZETTEER.
March 20, 1940.

0

3 x 5 file cards (plain) for the alphabetical 1ist of ,
place-names. :

5 x 8 file cards which will bear the complete and final |
report on each place-name or item. These may be more
desirable in a printed form,.

8 x 10 mimeograph (20 1b.) peper on which work forms can

be mimeographed and then filled in with pendil by the
worker. This totals 500,000 sheets of 8 x 10 paper, making v
1,000,000 (one million) work forms of 5 x 8 size when cut

in half, To be filed geographically,

8% x 11 all-purpose paper to be used in final compilation

and editing of each item or place-name. It may have to bde L~
usable as a mimeograph paper to take a form worked out to
consolidate information from 2 dozen or more of the 5 x 8

work forms for each place-name, preparatory to typing it

out on the final 5 x 8 cards.

Stationery - to be used in writing to individuals in an
effort to gain information not otherwise obtainable. In
all likelihood this will not be a small item.

8% x 11 mimeograph paper. Present plans eall for a mimeo-

graphed booklet on place-names for each county, distributing

possibly from 400 to 500 copies in each of the State's 87

counties. Corrections, suggestions, and added information

will be solicited in the booklet's forewerd, thus emabling

a final revision of this material before it 1s set in type
ays TOr the Gazetteer. Probably will exceed 5,000 reams.

File Drawers for 3 x 5 cards (Alphabetical List). ZEsti-

mating 100 cards to the inch and 24 inches to a drawer,

120,000 cards call for 100 feet of filing space or 50 drawers. L~
These should be of steel since they will be in constant use

and their number (50) precludes the use of paper box files

which are not practicable due to weight when piled atop one
another,

File Drawers for the 5 x 8 work forms. Here the question
arises of the final disposition of these work forms, If
they are to be preserved, it will mean several hundred
drawers to contain them. If mot, only enough drawers will
be necessary to handle thenm conveniently wntil they are dis-
poeed of in the final editing. This set 1s not to be con~




Estimate of Gazetteer Supplies

fused with the file drawers of the same size for the
5 x 8 cards bearing the place-name information in its
final form.

File Drawers for the 5 x 8 final forms. Estimating from
100,000 to 120,000 of cards in final form, the filing re~
quirement will be from 85 to 100 feet of space. The number
of drawers will depend wpon their individual length.

P s

Pencil Erasers (soft, dbut not gum). v

NHo. 3 Pencils. Must be hard enough to stand wear of rough
mimeograph paper, yet mot so hard as to prevent legibility T
or cause tearing of soft mimeograph paper.

Red Pencils, for correction and checking purposes. i)

Blue Pencils, for correction and checking purposes. ¥ o

No. 1, soft, Bditor Pencil, for editing and marking, v

Rubber Bands, large enough and heavy enough to put around L
5 x 8 work forms as the worker classifies them accormiing to
volume researched and before filing them. A Wo. 33 now in

use here seems to be about right.

No. 1 Gem paper clips (1,000 clips to a box). vl

Personal Letter and Bill Files, about 5} x 8} or 6 x 9 with |-
about one dozen compartments. These are to be used dy

workers to hold blank forms in an acgessible manner. Otherw

wise it necessitates their scattering over a wide table area,

a distinct handicap since library table space is limited.

This item also is very important from an efficlency stand-

point, since it undoubtedly cuts handling time by more than
one-half, an important fact in handling one million forms.
(Curtis 1000 have these in stock (Hastings Warehouse) at

about $4 per dozen im this quantity.)

Cardboard file cases, 5 x 8 size. For preparation of the e
bibliography, desk and stenographic purposes.

Cardboard file cases, 3 x 5 size. Necessary for desk and ./ |
stenographic purposes.

Dividers (blank tab) for 5 x 8 file. 3-cut tab desirsble. .~
Dividers (blank tab) for 3 x 5 file, S-cut will do. (v

Typewriters. Necessary in setting up the alphabetical file

and the typing in final form on 5 x 8 cards -~ totaling over
200,000 typewritten cards. An undetermined amount of typing
also will be necessary in conducting correspondence, making

stencils, etc.

-

Typewriter ridbons /
Stencils




Estimate of Gazetteer Supplies 0 P 3.

Stencils, At least 100 stencils are required in the
making of work forms, since there are 500,000 sheets %o
be mimeographed. The mimeographing of place-name book-
lete for each of the 87 counties will require a mmch
greater number of stencils.

Mimeograph supplies, mostly ink

Strset' car tokens for supervising visits to libraries
where staff works.




EILE PLAN OF MATERIAL YOR THE MINNESOTA GAZEITEER

Alphabetical List of
All Plage-Nanmes.
3x8

Geographic File
by Counties.
(5 x 8 mineographed work forms)

Natural Features
Streams

Lakes &

Citles - Villages |
Iomhﬁl
Cities-Villages
Town-hipn

Migeellaneous
| __Urban Features

Parks
| Artificial Features | E
Hatural Features

Lakes

Streams

| Citles ~ Villages
& '!omlhlﬁa ;
sabye (village) - Normsn County

Citles-Villages _Parke-Urban Features ! | Acvivus (village) - Lae qui Parle Co.

Townships Artificial Features daron (lake) - Douglas Co.
(AITRIN COUNTY) | | Aastad (village) = Grant Co.
Aagtad (village) = Otter Tail Co.
Aastad P.0. (village) = Otter Tail Co.
(The above diagram is listed only to show one Aastad (village) - Wright Co.
possible arrangement of material. Streams, Abbey (lake) « BPacker Co.

since they often travel through more than Aberdeen Je. (village) - Wilkin Co.
one county will need separate classification, Adbbott, H.T., and Seth, nemed for
ete. Then, too, several of the above listed Abbott, Vilma, named for

can be growed together when few in number.) Abercrombie, Gen. John J., named for
Avert (river) - Scott Co.

Abigail (lake) - Dakota Co.

Abita (lake) ~ Cook Co.

Acadeny (village) - Hennepin Co.
(The file containing 5 x 8 caris bearing Agcault (lake) - Clearwater Co.
place-names in their final form will be Accault (bay) - Mille Lacs Co.
arranged in the manner in which they will
appear in the Gazetteer.) (The Alphabetical File cards will
carry additional information, such
"as other nemes, ete., but not ex-
tensive general information)




FILE PLAN OF MATHAIAL YOR THY MINNESOTA GAZSMNER

Alphadbetical List of
All Plage-lanes.

(3 x 5 cards)

Geographie File
by Countiesn.
(8 x 8 mineographed work forms)

Natuml Features

Lekes

Cities-Villages

—>

Asdye (village) = Norman County
Oitlee-Villnges Aarhus (village) - Lac qui Parle Co.
~Tewnships Artificial Foatures Aaron (lake) - Dougles Co.

(AITRIN COUNTY) (Anglks o scontinued) | | Asstad (village) = Grant Co.

Asstad (village) = Otter Tail Co.

Aastad P.0. (village) = Otter Tail Co.

(The sbeve dlagram i listed only to show one Aastad (village) ~ Wright Co.

possible arrangement of material. Streams, Abbey (lake) - Pedicor Co.

since they often travel through more than Averdeen Jo. (villege) - Wilkin Co.
one county will need separate classification, Advdott, B.T7., and Seth, named for
ete. Then, t0o, seversl of the above listed Abbott, Vilma, named for

can be growed together when few in numbder.) Abereromdie, Gen. John J,, named for

Avert (river) « Scott Co.

Abigail (lake) = Dakota Co.

Avita (lake) « Cook Co. !

Acadeny (village) - Hemnepin Co.

(The file consaining 5 x 8 eands bearing Agcault (lake) « Clearwater Co.

placo-names in thely final fomm will be Accault (bay) « Mille lacs Oo.

arranged in the manner in which they will
appear in the Gasetteer.) (The Alphabdetical File cards will

carry additional information, such
as other names, ete., but not exe

tensive general information)




Geogranhic Fila
Sy Countien.

(8 x 8 nineogrenhed worlc forms)

Hatuml Features

Lakes
Citles-Villages

Oitieo-"illages

TAWENIpe | Artificial Features
|CATTRIN COUNTY ) i

(The sbove dicgven is ilstad only to show one
possible arrangenent of material. Stroams,
eince thay often twavel thimugh more than
one county will need seosrate classification,
eto. ‘l'hﬂ. t00, sosveinl of the shove 1isted
can be growed together vhen few in nusber,)

(The file containing 5 x 8 camis bearing
placs-tames in thely final fowm will de
srmanged in the mamnor in which they will
appesy in the Gasetteer, )

| Aastad (village) « Otter Tall Ce.

Asstad P,0. (village) « Obter Tail Co,
Angtad (vid -

Abbay (hb!) » Sooicar Go.

Mardeor: Jo. (villege) « ¥ilkin Co,
Adbott, 1.T,, snd Seth, nnmed for
Abkots, Vilan, named for
Aberoronbie, Cen. Joim J,, nomed for
Avert (river) = Scott Oo,

Ab (lake) « Dokota On.

fvita (lake) = Gook Co.

Acadeny (village) = Hemnepin Co,
Acoault (lake) = Clearwater Go.
Acounlt (bay) - M4lle lace Oo.

{The Alphabetieal File camda will
oarry additionsl informmtion, such
5.0 other nomes, o0, but not ene
tengive general informtion)




FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY
WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION
OF MINNESOTA

L. STOLTE .
ADM!NISTIMTOR Minnesota Writers! Project

123 North 2nd Street
Minneapolis, Mimmesota

February 6, 1940

f)r'. Arthur J. Larsen, Supt.
Minnesota Hisbtorical Society
St. Paul, Minnesota

In accordance with your recent conversation with Mr. 0!'Connell,
I have prepared a memorandum for members of the Writers! froject staff
working in your building and given one to each of them. A copy is en-
closed herewith for your examination.

You may rest assured that we shall impress upon our employees

their responsibility in observing these necessary rules. I think they
appreciate the substantial reasons for such reguletions, and I am
that they wish, as I do, to give you the courteous cooperation you
the right to expect.

I asked Mr. Matson the otbher day for a rough estimate of the
materials that will be needed to complete the place-names study and was
rather dismayed at the result. As you probably know, we are pretty
rigidly limited in our non-labor expenditures. I suppose the cost of
materials used in this study will ultimately be covered in the appro=-
priation for publishing the final work, but I wonder if some interim
provision may not be made of a supply of these mgterials which we may
draw upon as needed, I am afraid we might be financially crippled from
time to time if we had to buy them out of our non-labor fund.

Perhaps this question can be discussed and some feasible plan
worked out at your meeting of the geographic board. esumably it would
be easier for the board to supply the materials themselwes than to put

o
=
Fad

up ‘the money for buying them through WPA. For purpo._,es of cost comparison,
however, I understand the 3 x 5 cards would cost us 50¢ per m, or a total




Dr. Arthur J. Larsen, Supt. February 6, 1940

of $50, and 8 x 10 paper is 17¢ a ream, or $68 for the entire supply.
Ttems not listed by Mr. Matson, such as pencils, stencils and mimeo=
graphing supplies would probably not need to be teken into account at
this time.

Mr. 0'Connell says you were inclined to discourage the idea
of a separate work room for our people, with the privilege of using
reference works in such room. This is coming to be a real problem;
Mr., Matson reports that references available at The Minneapolis
library on place names have already been virtually exhausted and that
85 per cent of the reference work on this study will have to center
sooner or later in the Historiecal Library.

I am sending this letter over by Mr. Matson; you may wish to
question him further about the matter. He will also bring the revised
copy for the Minneapolis history, which Mr, Crippen says you wanted to

see again.
Very sincerely yours,

Roscoe lMacy
tate Supervisor
Minnesota Writers' Froject

jriggpt
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Memo. to A,J.L.

The main thing is to talk matters over with Mr.
Van de Mark and to conslider whether or not some co-
operative plan 1s feasible. May I ask that all this
be handled in a purely tentative way, for it 1s not
certain that the State Geographic Board will authorize
a Joint plan. I see no harm, however, in talking things
over, When the matter was referred to me some time ago,
1t was all very hazy, little more than a suggestion
that the Writers' Project was interested and would be
willing to consider a Jjoint plan., Since the matter was

left in this indefinite state, I have not thought it

wise aéyet to say anything about it to the Geographic

Boagrd itself.
TCB

December 2, 1938
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WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
1734 Yew York Avemue NW,

Washington D. C.

November 17, 1938

FEDERAL WRITERS' PROJECT LETTER NO. 2

T0: All State Directors, Federal Writers® Project

FROM: Henry G+ Alsberg
SUBJECT: American Encyclopedia Sories

Section 1, General We have by now received replies to
Federal Writers' Projeet Letter No. 1, dated August 12, 1938, from
practically all statess The various suggestions fram State Directors
and from the editors on the Washington staff have been sollated and
we are now preparing detailed instructions om how to proceed fram
the present stage to campletion of the Encyolopedia Series.

These instructions will be sent out in the form of a
series of Federal Writers' Project Letters,identified by the general
subject heading "American Encyolopedia Series," dealing with
successive stages in the progcress of the Encyolopedia Series.

Sections 2 and 3 of thls letter contain modifications of
the instructions given in Letter No. 1, while the succeeding sectiong
contain information concerning the first toplos to be treated,
statigtical material which will be supplied by the Washington office,
and certain general prineiples by whioch you should be govermed in
work on the Bnejolopedia,

Section 2, Bi gal Material Page 2 of Letter No. 1
linited nemes of persons % %ogmul Treatment to those included
in the Dicti of American Bi if dead, or in Who's Who in
America, Ze ors nk that this will
‘ofent and unsatisfactory in state encyoclopedias,

suggested that for the present each state director campile as inclusive
a list as possgible.

In the list assembled there should be included not only names
of people born in the state, but also those who made their major contrie
bution in their particular fMeld in that state, and where the state
has & logitimate right to claim them as its owms The following books
should be used as sources:
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1s Who's Who in America, 1958«9, Vols 20
(if Vol. 20 is 0% avallable use Vol 19s)

24 mm% of American Biography, 1937, 20 Vols.
t Use Indes:

a. Pirst oclear section "Birthplace by States"
DPe 246+297 and oross reference to "Subjects of
Biographies," pp.l1-170

be Search section of Foreign Born who became
prominent in or are ldentified with your state.

¢« Campile list from all sources of people boyn in
other states who became preminent in your state.
E:Impl.l Brot B'.m' born in .&lw. We¥e to be
treated in California.

Yhe's Whoe in American Art, Vol. II, 193588
“Hoter Inadequate information given in meny items; birthe
places in seme instances missing. File mames with
question marks alphabetically; the fuller informa~
tion may show up from other sources.

American Men of Sclence, Fifth Bdition, 1933

Who's Who in Covermment, Vol, II, 1932-53

Who's Who Today in the Musical World, 1936

Living Authors and Authors Today awd Yesterday
by Runite,
Hote; Many important suthors are not treated in these

books and information about them will have to be
obtaindd olsewheres These books also treat
forelgn authors who are in no way idemtified with
the American soene, Do not inelude a foreign
author who visited your state and Qid sone work
on one of hie books thores

Amorican Wemen: The Official Who's Who Amons the Women of the Nation

Qle »
(This book has a geographical index in the beginning
of the bock and is also dlstributed by eities,)

Who's Who in law, 1937
Who's Who in the Clergy, Vol, I, 1935-86
Who's Who in Commerce and Industry, 1938
Hote: The coverage of thiaﬁw.'mm contains nearly
15,000 blograhies, is world wides It will require

careful checking for the selection of items to be
treated in your Ensyclopedia.




13744 e

12, Vho's Who in the Theatre, 8th Bdition
oves s 15 an publication tut contains
references to American theatres and American
actors.

12, The Ameriocan Labor Who's Who, 1825
Wote: No recenmt edition of this book exists and each
gtate will have %o bring it up to date with
local research,

In addition to the sources listed above, cach state director
may wish to use same special local yearbooks or other biographical
sources. Before any work is done on such biographical sources, each
state director i1s asked to sulmit a list of these scurces to our office
with explielt reasons for using them. Literally dogens of Who's Who's
oxist ranging from Who's Who the Northshore of Magsachusetts

TO Who's Who in the Hatchery Business. State directors are urged to be
casaliY 5% To Spent Too muish Thne o highly specialised Mhote Who' o,

and particularly "vanity" publicationse

Since the nmame of a distinguished person nay appear in
several sources, we suggest the following procedures

Check out the names in a given source first and put them om

& master sheets Examples John Smith
Who's Who in Amerion, 1938, pagoessss
On & separate gheot copy what is said about him in Who's Who in Amerioa
whenthesmmappunamn,inletmw.ml n oan
Art, mark on the master sheet alsos Who's Who id Imerican AT, DEEOssssos
then eopy the material separately from the Who's Who in American Art,
sources have been consulted, a ecliation of the material

If in any state the director finds it diffioult to obtain
the source books given above, or any source book he would 1like to use,

he should let us know immediately and we will pet
Ry predk, 1y get that material for

Section 8. Bubjects to Be Covered Page § of Letter No. 1
contains & list of baﬂl'ig?m,m for the Em'ynlop;dia
is to be classified, In accordance with suggestions made by the

various Washington editors and the state directo
reviged to read as follows: ot v b




1. Agriculture 18+ Lakes, Rivers and Mountains
2+ Archeology 19+ Mediecine and Public Health
8+ Architecture 20. ¥ilitia and Navy (History and
d. Arts and Crafts Institutions)
6. Biographical Sketches 2l. Natural Resources
6+ Cities, Towns and Villages 22« Penology
7« Conservation and Reclamation 23+ Place Names, Their Deriwations
8« Counties, Townshipes and Parishes and Meanings
§¢ Education 24+ Points of Interest
10, Ethnie Groups 26+ Political History
1l. Flora and Fauna 26+ Press and Radio
12, Folklore 27. Public Utilities
13. Geology 28, Reoreation
14. Govermment 29+ Religion (from Sects to Churches)
15. History 80, Science
16-0HOMing 3l. Societies
17+ Industry, Commerce, Finance 32+ Soclietlies
and Labor 83+ Sports
34+ Transportation

Section 4+ First Toplos to Be Treated We suggest that you
start work intensively of only the Iollowing Six sectionsg

1. Biographical Sketches

2¢ Cities, Towns and Villages

8+ Counties, Townships and Parishes
4. Bduoation

B¢ Lakes, Rivers and Mountains

6+ Place Names

S8ince these topiecs will occupy more than half of the space
in the final book, it is imperative to prepare them before any work is dme
on the other topics. The sub=divisions within each of these toples
should be arranged strictly alphabetically. While the work on these
topics progresses, if any material is obtained that belongs to other
toploal divisions, it should be filed for the present without any attempt
at analysis or order.

Examples of treatment of items under the various headings
will be given in later releases. For the present assemble all perti~
nent data under each sub-head, giving sources for each item of infor-

mation. It is very important that sources should be elearly indicated
and if nedessary reppated GILer each IGOLUAL SUALEment.

Seotion 5+ Place Names, Their Deriwvations and Hﬂggéggl
Information concerning the derivation ng o es (of
states, mountains, rivers, lakes, etos) will be sssembled under a
separate classification in the file of material for the Encyelopedia.




(In several states this work has already been done, or is nearing
completions In some states data on meanings of place names have been
assembled in separate studies by the State Historical Bociety, the

State University press, or similer organizations. Naturally in such
states we should not duplicate this work, but should make use of the
available sources.) After the manuseript is ready to be arranged
alphabetically, the information on derivetion and meanings of place names
should be inserted parenthetically in the deseription of each item which
is aflfecteds

Section 6, Almanacs and Yoarbooks We suggest that our state
directors begin to 001166t a number ol Almanaos and Yearbooks that they
will need for checking purposes throughout the work on the Ensyclopediae
They sould certainly have before them the American Yearbook, 1938,
edited by We Ne Schuylery Soeial Work Yoarbook edited Dy nussell He
Kurts for the Russell Sage Foundation, 10873 as well as the World
Almanso for 1938, and the Hational Almanao and Yearbook publIshed by
The Chiocago American, 19385

Section 7. Statistical Material We will prepare in Washington
a list of standard works Tor the statistioal data to be used in the
Enoyolopedis, and we will work out a series of charts to be filled our
by each state. The state direstors will be expeocted to submit liste
of state publications that they intend to use, with a notation after
each ag to its reliability and order of preferences

Copies of National Emergency Counecil reports on Federal
emergency agencies for each state are belng sent to the respective
State Directors of the Federal Writers' Project, with this letter, as
an indieation of what we can expect to obtain in Washington for the
states. Ve will likewise scnd you reports prepared by various govern=»
nent bureaus end dgencies on state materials, and enlist the cooperation
of their various representatives in the states who will assist you
with problems relative to their worke. 7This material should be copled
as given here and distributed under the proper headings. lLater, the
material will have to be amended but for the present we want you to
keep it in the form es sent. This will assure not only reliability
of statistios, but uniformity of treatment.

Section 8+ Some General Prineiples Some general prineiples
to keep in mind throughout the work on the Imoyolopedia should be noted

1. These encyclopedias are intended for the use of the
general public and schoolss Therefore, highly technical
terminology and highly teclmical topieal divisions should be
avoideds

2+ Items of general currency should not be given indivie
dual treatment, and greatest stress should be given to items
that portray difference rather than similarity. Thus no ine




Note;

dividual treatment should be given to publie schools; but where
a public sohool experiments with modern education, or introduces
new methods that are likely to have far reaching effects, it
should be giwven full treatment. What is true of Education is
true also of Industry and other toplos.

8¢ GStress should be laid further on contemporary factual
materialss The historical backgrounds of any setivity or in=
stitution should be given as briefly as possible. The presant
day activity should be amplified as far as possible within the
confines of the space allotted, and in all instances the faotusl
data should be adhered to without any interpretative trirmingse

4. Considerable space should be given, particularly under
Agriculture and Industry, to Ameriean processes of work = the
way things are done. In very populariszed form, the reader should
obtain from these oucyclopedias a ¢lear idea of not only what
is done, but how it is done, if the enclyslopedia is to be
properly informative about the life of the people in the state.
In this, too, the prevedses that are common to all states would
naturally be given briefer treatusnt, as compared with the
processes that are unusual and peculiar to a given plant or a
glven farm in the states

5+ Although each encyclopedia is intended to present as
far as possible a purely factual portrayal of the state, people
should not be neglected. The way things are done affects the
people who do them, and this should be given sufficient expres-
sion. This will be illustratrated in examples that will be seat
in subsequent letters, dut it is something that the state direc~
tors should keep in mind from the start, for it will undoubt-
edly affect the preliminary assembling of the materiale

If you have any questions regurding this letter, write to
us at once and mark your commmication; Subjeot; State
Encyclopedioe




THE FEDERAL WRITERS* FROJECT OF MINNESOTA

REPORT OF WORK IN FPROGRESS, WOVEMBER 10, 1938

The Federsl Vriters' Froject wes established in Mimmesota ap-
proximately September 1, 1955 By July 1, 1988 the Project had published

the Ste Cloud Gulde, hed prepared the mamuseript of Mimnesota: 4 State

juide, end had completed some two-thirds of the Arrovhesd Guide. 'early

eonpleted at that time were three sounty histories (rice, "abesha, and
Blue Parth), en unpublished series of county egriocultural atudies, the
menuseript for e losean County Ouide and History, snd the better part of
@ ohild's history of Minnesots Indiens. A menuscript on the history of
the Ste Croix River wes in first draf'te

In the nineteen weeks since July 1 the following work has been
mploted or initiated:

Minuesota: A State Guide has been published by Viking Préss (release
Wato llovember 20)e Ualley proofs and page proofs have been reed and
the photogrephie dummy has been changed end supplemented. Fostors
heve been prepered, the govermor heg been persusded to proclainm the
woek of lovember 28 - Deoember § Mimnesotas A ftate Guide Veelk, some
thirty reviewers heve been contected, & dozen press releases have
been prepared (stories, interviews, ete.), radio time has been
gseoured, and displays have been plamed for major outlets in Nimne-
epolis, St. Paul snd Duluthe

The Arrowheed Guide has Leen campleted (seve for mepe end illustra-
tions), hes teen read in this office and in the reglional offiee, has
Lbeen sudbmitted to 'ashington, end has been presented to Viking
Presse Consultents have reed all the copy snd heave presented letters
expressing thelr setisfaotion, work has been initiated on the meps,
and plans for the photographé end drawings are under waye.

Of tho Counby Iistory Series two, Rice and Vabeshe, have been
nimeographed by the sponsor, John G, lockwell, for the State Depart-
ment of Fducation, and e« third, Plue larth, is being held by

Dre Poskwell pending his decision o relesse it. The first two




were mimeogrephed at Dre. Rookwell's suggostion the latter part
of July and the forepart of August; it war intended that they
should be released to rurel teschers as sample copies for an
exporimental studye In the forepart of jugust Dre Foockwell pro-
posed that a third, Plue Earth, be included with the othersz, and
that it be prepared for children of & lower sage level than either
of tho otherse This wes sulmitted to Drs Fookwell September 13
to be included in the publication was a letter and questionsire
to the teacher requesting her cooperation in determining the most
usable form for future county histories.

This third county history and questionaire hes not been mimeo-
graphed by Dre Rochwell, end consequently the sories of three has
not been released to the schools for the oriticism requested,
Quantities of matorial are being held for his instruetion; until
the questionaire has been sent out by his office and answered by
the teechers, many editorial problems camnot be solved, In our
files are fifteen county units thet can be finally edited and pre-
pared for publication so soon a3 it is deternined et vhat age level
they shall be written and in what classes they shall be useds

liget of the necessary research has been done on thirty other county
unitss The problem hore is to secure a more favorable sponsor, and
toward that end we are approaching the College of Education of the
Univeraity of Mimnesota, which enjoys nearly as close contact with
the publiec schools of the state as does the State Department of
Fdueations

The first draft of a HHistory of NMimesote, exceeding 100,000 words,
has been prepared, snd the writing of the bock will begin Novems
ber 16s Spamming the entire period of the state's history, the
work will stress the labor-liberal viewpoint, with the emphasis

on the twentieth century; the study will be highlighted, and as
dramatie and colorful as is consistant with contemts Dr. Theodure
Ce Blegen, seorctery and dipector of the State Historieal Society,
is eriticlising the work, and although it was originally plammed
that a steto department should publish the history, it is pessible
that the “istorieal Society may serve as sponsors The book 19
plamned for genersl distribution, but it is expected that the
labor unions will provide the prineipel outlet. Vordage will be
approximately 76,000, and if possible the price of the book shall
not exseed fifty ocentss (4 tembtative ocutline is atbtached to this
memorandum, )

A summery of debctc(;; metters affeoting Minnesota agriculture in
the last Congress has been sompleted and is in process of being
edited; the mamseript will be submitted to Washingben for eriticism
shortlys This has been prepered at the request of the State lepart-
mont of Agriculture, and it is intended that that agensy should be




the sponsor. The signing of sponsor's applicstion has been poste
poned pending the clections of November 83 now that they are past,
sotion will be takens The projeet is concerned primarily with
the dairy industry, but 48 suffiolently broad to cover all phases
of Mimesotasgriculture. The study contains charts, tables, ete.
from the Congressional Record, Vordage is approximately 20,000

A series to be ocalled Steps of Progress is well under way. In-
tended to dramatize MiTnesota's development, it will be & work of
about twenty chapters, each complete in itself, and each Luilt
around gome important incident that began, impelled, or clarified
the next step of industrial progresse DBeginning with Pike's trip
through the stete, the series will treat the fur treds, the build-
ing of Fort Snelling, the first mill, the first logging,the rirst
steamboating, the first bridge across the isslissippi, the reil-
road from Ste Paul to Ste Anthony (now Mimneapolis), the big mill
explosicn, and many other Yopies of significence in the state's
industrial development. It is éxpected that the text shall capture
the etmosphere snd spirit of the time of the seperate incidents.

To deate two chapters are ready for final oditing, ten are in com=
pleted narrative form, snd material for five others has been col-
lecteds Sponsor should be some Twin Cities industrial or commercial
group. The manmusoript should be reedy for VWashington by February 15.
Publiostion could be either as one wnit or as separate chapterse

The Finns of Mimmesota is the tentative title of the first of the
socigi-ethnic studies to be underteken in this states The Fimns
are e comparatively recemt immigrent group, snd they have retained
mch of theiyr colorful cultural heriteges ot the least of reasons
for beginning with the Fimms is the fect that several Fimnish or-
genizations and individuals have evinced interest in the project
and from them & sponsor can be chosen. Vork upon the new study

has been ingtituted with ten writerse-four in Mimnsapolis, three

in Duluth, and, on the Iron Remge, two at Gilbert and ome at Crosby.
Othors are needed elsowhere in the state and oan be secured so soon
a8 & cuocta increase permiis new sssipmments. Research topies
covered by the general heeding, "01d World Beekgr has been
nearly corpleteds

A woelth of informetion on the period of carly settlement is being
gathered from volumes of esrly Finnish newspepers. So enthusisstie
in support of the project has become Uusi Kotimea, Fimnish weekly
published at New York Mills, Minnesots, thet the paper has twrned
over its files from 1519 %o the presemt day to the Minnesota
Historieal Society for our uses This paper, which gives thorough
coverage on news of lMinnesota Fimng, will furnish valuable informa-
tion on the poried following the completion of Fimnish immeagration
into the northern pert of the state.

#




Personal interviews prove %o be & fruitful sourse of information
on rmdgration, settlement, "how they lived and wet their probe
lems." /‘necdotes and snatohes of folklore from the interviews
will flavor the Fimns of Mimnesotas Such papers as
published in Superior, visconsin, are proving wost cooperative,
and are earrying publioity on this and other of our studies write
ten by ue in Plnnishe Temtative plans of struoture call for
resentation of the material in e series of drematized episodes.
}()!-. rosume of factval information gathered to date, and upom whioch
the contimuity will be based, is appendeds)

A Twin Citles Guide, plamed to be as resdable as that of New Orleans,
is a mgjor work now under wey. Sponsorship should be the neyors
of the two cities. Although the book is intended to serve the
practical interests of visitors and industrial and comercial ore
genizations, primery emphasis will be upon the interpretation of
the citios for our own residents. The effort will be made %o
capture the feeling of the piomeer past, the river boats, the
community of Ste Anthonmy, 1life at early Fort Smelling, the first
schoois, churches, industries, theatres, dwellings, peoples The
reader will be made newly scquanited with, and have evaluated for
hin, owr srchitecture, our industries end buginess enterprises,
and our not inoonsiderable achievements in musie, edueation, the
arts, and literatures

Although it is plamned that the essey treatment will be more exe
tensively used them in other mides, the tour teohnique will be
employed in pert. #lking teurs will take the urben explorer
through the loop sections, on o visit to a greet mill or factory,
the letest stresmlined publiec building, the oldest, most historie
cafes Towrs of wider renge will direet him aleng parkweys and
through fine and interesting residential seetions, past our in-
numereble lakes end such famed landmerks ss Jim #411's house,
Environs tours will guide hi: through owr outlylng towms, to White
Bear lake, Minnetonlm, ¥endote, to Northfield, Red Wing, Hastings,
Oxbhoro Heath.

It is proposed that useful statistics, presented pictorially end
otherwise, shall be included in either special ohaptors or ap-
pendiceg--amployment and income studies, types end exbtent of mer-
chandise manufectured, volume of retail trade, cormereial end
trade publications, etes A large portion of the textual and
statisticel materiel for this guide has alremdy been gethored;
all will recuire close cheoking and complote rewrite. lew asslgne=
monts are well under way, and final revriting on some sections of
the book is slready begune Vorking plans eall for & publication
on the soele of the VNew Orleans Guide; sponsorship and ssles pos-
sibilities mmy reduce this steture.
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First of a series of topical publioations, Curtain Ris a study
of the theatre in Mimmesota, is in process of comp on. lNaterial
is being gathered in Mimmeapolis, &te Faul, and Puluth, and treabe
ment is to be stateswides The booklet ig intended for casual
roading by those interested in the theatre and in Mimesota oul-
turey it will Le in no sense an exhsustive treatise of the subjeot.
Summary of plays presented, anecdotes, desoription of early theatres,
and mention of persons commected with the stage are to be included.
Boonomic and sociclogiesl mspects are to be mentioned but not
stressed. Vimmeepolis and 5t. Paul will recelve the most atiens
tion, for they are and have been the drama center of the state end
most of the pemphlet's readers will be residents of the Twin Cities.
The booklet may eppreximate 100 pagzes, plus a signature of photo=
grephs of theatres, players, snd playbillss The volume will be
paper-bound and should retail for about one dollares Sush a sponsor
as the women's clubs is being sought. Should it prove advisable,
similar booklcts can be dene on (1) the Demce, Ballet and Opera,

(2) the Comoert Stege, and (S) Veudeville and the “inome. (At~
tached is a tentative table of contents, and two smmple pages

from the unfinighed, unrevised manuscript,)

The lMinnesote Amaals is proving our most satisfectory sustaining
project. Initiated July 18, 1988, some ten thousand items have

been gathered and oateloged to dates A dosen workers sre ongaped
in eompiling, editing end £iling meterial pertinent to the history
of ¥imegot@=-business and industyy, lebor, public welfare, taxue-
tion, politics, disasters, immigretion end setilement, cooperatives,
agriculture, educction and oulture, nationallity groups, weather,
follwmya. These are the generel file heads; esch is broken dowm
into several subherds, Gege, wader oducetion and culture are the
specific toples of lectures, entertaimments, bocks reviewed or ad-
vertised, schools built, enlarged or improved, school legislation,
plays. leterial is gathered in longhand on prepared mimeocraph
forms, closely edited for sccuramecy, typed in four copies, cataloged,
and filed=-topically under one or more heeds and geographiocelly soe
cording %o the places concerneds The most useful matorials are
direotly quoteds others are condensed.

Work was begun with the Daily Mimmesotisn, first published in St.
Peul in May, 1858. All oxtent issues of this paper have been
covered, and work is et present centered upon three other carly
Twin City papers. So far as is practiocable, work is confined o &
given deoades The Ste Paul Publie, the Mimeapolis Publie, and
the Minnesota Uistorical Soclety lilreries are the prosent scvenes
of operstion. Vith an increased staff, work may be initisted in
Duluth and in ton other commmnities where ourly files not deposited
with the [istorioal Society are availlable.




It is tentatively proposed thet these materials shall Le released
in nimeographed form, grouped under msjor toples, end presented by
decadoss Ia such & form theoy will constitute a type of primery
source material not before made eveilable to research workers.

So far ss the publioantions of owr project are concerned, they have
& much Lroader and more immedinte use-ethat of highlighting the
historiesl phases of our studies with first hand contemporary
meteriale-and, incidentelly, material thet hes not heretofore

been published (in ether than the newspepers from which they ere
‘Ial:mg. Some of the items find Lsmedlste use in our weelly press
relensesy others wey well be grouped and used in topicel pemphlets,
to tell the story of flour pilling, Great lekes shipping, the rise 7/
cooperatives, ete, /

Our Flace Nemes study is currently being initiated, under the sponsor-
ship of the Stete Geographic Boards Thet agenoy, under the chaire
manship of Dre Theodore C. Blegen, seoretary and director of the
ftate “igtorieal Joclety, had already initiated & similar study,

upon which little progrees was being made. o shall undertake

to gather the ninimm materiel which they wish, as well es the
additional information recuired by our projects Work will be dire
octed jointly by the soclety end the projects Sponsor's applicee
tion ghould be forthooming so coon as the matter mey be formally
decided by the board,

Files for the State incyclopedia ere belng set up in conjunction
with those for the plece nemos study. leck of adoquete persomnel
has prevented this project petting under way. 4 sufficiently
ineronsed quota will allow it to proceced., There iz an obvicus and
hd advantageous sponsorship possibility in the potential tieeup
of 8 project with the Place Names study: the State Geographionl
Board may very well wish €0 back it.

Netionmlity Utudies, other then that of the Finus, have been begpun
in the past snd are ocurrently veing ied on with limited per
sommels Several hundred pages on the in Mimnesote (a decidedly
ninority group, tut e most influentiel one in the histery of the
state) have boen gathereds at least one excellent worker, a Sweds,
who freely speaks and translates his native langusge, and who is
also & newspaper man of some experience, is on our waiting essigne
ment 1{¥e The swedes are probably the second most intercsting

group after the Fimns, and sponsorship end publication possibilities
are of the best.

Folklore campilations are at the mement giving procedence to the
sooial-stinic gtudies., luch material is being gathered incidental-
ly, however, which is being filed seperately. lre Alan

of the Library of Congress, on his recent visit to Minnesota




drafted with us initial plans for a study whieh we hope to put
into operation so soon es the roguisite personnel can be spared
from other essipgumonts.

A study of mrchiteots and arohitecture in Mimmesote, our contribue
tion to the proposed nmetional publiestion, will shortly be
initiated, provided adequete personmel can be assigned. Several
studies such es this have been kept ponding, swsiting additional
peraonnel or the release of qualified people from other assipne
mnentse

Viork on Mimmesote's centribution to the U. f¢ Guideo has been
started and should be forwarded to Wushington by lovember 23,

Work on & Sibliography of limmesota has been initdated; in Duluth
an extensive compilation for that city is nearing campletionj in
the Twin Cities work bequm in the pest is being oarried forward
for the state at large.

A quantity of material for a Stillwmtber Guide has been gathered
by & project worker resident in that commnity. OSeme of this is
being used in othor publications, but there is now sccumilated
& sufficient smount that the wiriting of & loeel guide to one of
the oldest and mo-t interveting river towns in the state is dew
pendent wholly on the freedom of a qualified wikiter to wdertake
the works '

A gimilar situation prevaeils in the instance of our memuscript

for & Fosemu County Guide snd Jiistory. The material in this cese
hes been edited by Veshington and aweits the freedom of a competeont
revrite mane-of whom we have several, all very muchly ocoupied.

The Ste bf(gud Guide, published in 1936, demands & second editions
The first is so bed that 1t not only embarrasses us, but its
sponsors, the 8t. Cloud Chamber of Coamereses It is hoped that
within the near future a competent worker may be assigned to come
plotely do over the jobs

4 menusoript, the History of the Ste Croix, propared some while
ago by & member of our stall, Warrents Tinel attention snd publicne
tion so soon es is practleabls. The work was originally designed
a8 & free interpretation of the historical and social significance
of this importhut Mimnesota river, end was written with & feeling
for the color of the times and mn eppreciation of the importence
of thie old wabtervay in the dovelogment of the lorthwest.

Inother manusoript swaliting final sttention is a Child's Hstory
of the Minnesota Indiens, by "rences Dengmore, unt




& non=cortified mexber of this staffs Dolayed work on this
mamuseript has boen due in part t6 the uncertainty of Miss Dens-
more's relation Yo WPAj it now geems epparent thet she will
continue with WFA in another cepeity, and that her continued
cooperation in the fimel handling of the maruseript will be made
possible. Potential sponsor is the University of Mimnesota
Proese

The whole sories of county sgricultural studies offers publice=
tion possibilities as yot warealizeds To be presented in the form
in whieh they were originslly intended would call for exteasive
reorganisation of the statisticel material to meet the eriticisms
of the Veshingbon office, and considerable supplementing of the
context to bring them up to dates Their better use mey Le as
contributory material to our other studies,

Duluth sponsors of our project are ourrently interested, following
the complotionhf the Arrowhead Guide, in e history of Duluth, The
mayor's office hes requosted our cooperstion in the wedting of &
serics of blogrephies of Duluth Mayors for & propesed gallery of
paintings to be hung in the City Halls 1t is the wish of some
interested parties thet out of this should grow a history of
Duluthe The advisability of sush a project is dedatable, and et
the moment no action is being talen, Sponsorship could no doubt
be assured by the City of Duluthe Such s volume would, however,
in a moasure compete with the Arrovhead Cuidee

A study of the press in Minnesota, including the foreign language
preas, ‘8 & work that wo wish %o initiate so soon as possible.
There is a wealth of material here, and ouwr relationship with
newspapers and libraries throughout the state is inoreasingly
favorable %o sush & projects

The State Flanning Poard has epproached us with respest to joint
publication of & series of otes and pesaphlets co

Minnegota's natural and humen resources. This is an undertaking
for which we oould probably provide qualified poople, and one
which would assure us wide outlets. The Plamming Board ten-
tetively proposes that one of ite staff might be assigmed %o
supervise the compilatiophf the meterisl (much of which is availe-
ble in ite files)s the actual writing and final editing would of
course be our responsibility. The publications would be written
for populear distribution.

It is the proposal of interested groups in Mimnegota WPA that an

experimental or folk theatre be established in the Pwin Cities
probably elsewhere in the state. Ve are working elosely with

those projects particularly concerned--Adult Edueation, Workers'




Education, snd Recreation-eand are antioipating the possibility
of writing drametic material for presentation in such a theatre.

For the Recreation Project we wrote the puppet show presented by
them at the State Faire. Our preparation of pegeants for their
presentation is an immediate possibility for further cooperation.
In conjunction with Workers' Education we are writing short stage
end radio plays; work on this is at present suspended pending
new assigmments of qualified peoople to our project.

The index of our file material has been initisteds In Duluth the
Job &8 complete, having been carried oa from the begimning. In
the Twin Cities the work consists of a summery, of a rether
general nature, and of an index to the new innals material. Work
is shortly to Le started om & coamplete index to all file material.

Publieidy in Einnesota since July 1 has consisted of the preperae
tion end weekly releease of news stories, both of historical human
interest material and of current WPA news, of several feature
articles of full page extent, of ome address delivered by the
Direoctor to a teachers' organi:zation in Willmer, of a most successful
State Felr exhibit, and, currently, of publicizing Mimesota: 4
State Guides This publicity, in the daily and weekly press, in
The journals and over the radio, is not only designed to sell our
Guilde but %o sell our projects After December $ we ghall con=
centrate our publicity efforts on our weekly press relesses and
our occasional feature sbories for the metropolitan deiliés.




July 26, 1938

MEMORANDUM
T0: ALL STATE DIRECTORS OF THE FEDERAL WRITERS' PROJECT
FROM: HEFRY G. ALSBERG, DIRECTOR
SUBJECT: ORIGINS OF PLACE NAMES
Enclosed is a copy of Origing of Utah Place Names comprising

479 items, The mimeographed pamphlet was sponsored by the Utah State
Department of Public Instruction,

Similar booklets might be prepared in other states where worke
ers are available and can be spared fram the Guides or other assigmments.
Such projects can be pursued concurrently with the other activities of
the Federal Writers! Project without interfering with the major tasks.

The end aim of the compilation of these place mame origins is
to publish booklets locally with a view to incorporating some of the more
interesting ones into a national book later. The data will be useful for
historical purposes and can also be used for tours.

Possible spomsors are schools, libraries, historical socleties,
ploneer associations, geographical societies, and state highway departe
mentse In gemeral such organizations will readily sponsor such publica=
tions whieh can be produced at a minimum of effort and expense., The
ready response to the pamphlet indicates a demand from the publie for
these monographs,

Persons with little or no previous research experience can be
trained easily to gather acceptable data. A wealth of material on local
geographical place names in addition to city, town and county names can be
campiled simulteneously for possible inclusion in the State Encyelopedia,
instructions for which are to be issued shortly.

One of the best methods for listing the data would be to use a
6 x 8 card, indexed alphabetically. The card should give all the possible
versions of origin starting with the most probable and should bear the
reference or source for each. It is important to keep a record of all
information and consultants, in order to authenticate items which may
later be questioned,




September 25, 1938

MEMORANDUM

TOs ALl STATE DIRECTORS OF THE FEDERAL WRITERS' FROJECT
FROMs HEIRY G, AISBERG, DIRECTOR
SUBJECT: ORICINS OF PLACE NAMES

This is to supplement a previous memorandum of July 26, 1938
which suggested that booklets similar o Origin of Utah Place Names
be prepared by the State offices.

It is important that these booklets bear on the fly leaf or
on the back of the title page the following inseription:

WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION

HARRY L. HOPEINS, Administrator

ELLEN 8. WOODWARD, Assistant Administrator

HENRY G. ALSBERG, Director of Federal Writers' project

Mamugoripts must be sent to Washington for editing. Are
rangements have been made ['or checking items against the files of
the U, 8« Board on Geographic nemes and the Smithsonian Institution.

There are three different types of manuseripts which may
be prepared:

le 70 include nmames of counties, cities, towns and villages.

IT, To include nmmes of all geographic names not inecluded
under I.

III. To include all geographic nemes in the State (all mate-
erdal in I & II).

The following suggestions are not mandatory but should dbe
followed if the information called for is readily available and can

be campiled without great delay in the completion of the mamusoript.
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1, The names should be arranged alphabetically, making the -~
book self-indexing.

2+ A page should be given to the State name and a camplete
story should be told of its source and meaning, A brief history should
follow which need be not much more than a chromology, giving the date
settled, the territorial name or names with detes of adoption, and the
brief historical detalls concerning the adoption of the State name.

3+ For each County the following should be givens nsme, date .-
eroated, area in square miles, name of cogn:by goat, source of name and
meaning of numuc. e =

4, For each City, Town and Village, the following should be givens
name, promunciation if not obvious, ‘county, altitude, population, dates
settled, incorporated and chartered, railroads and highways that touch 1it,
source of the name and meaning of the names

Be Glve population fram 1530 census unless there is a later
| Btate census,

V' Be For each Forest give the area in square miles,

7¢ For each I.igun'bain give the altitude,
. v Jake, onaay,
8¢ On the card record in the State Office should also be the

name of the authority for the source and meaning and the namme of the cone
sultant who has approved it,

O¢ The following iz a 1list of the publications now availables

Alaska. Ceoographic dictionary of Alaska, by Marcus Baker, 1906,
G690 pagess

Arizona, Arizona place names, by Will C. Barmes, University of
Arizona Bulletin Vol, VI, Noe 1, Jan. 1935, 503 pages.

California, Place names of the High Sierras, by Francis P,
Fargubar, ~oan rrancisco, Sierra Club, 1926, 124 pages.

Irdiana, Indians gazetteer or gopographical dictionary, by
Es Chamberlain. Indianapolis, 1850.

Massachusetiss Gazetteer of Massachussetis, by John Hayward,
Boston, 164U,

Gasetteer of the State of Massachusetts, by Reve Elias Nason,
Boston, 1874,

Missouri. How Missourl counties, towms and streams were named,
by David W, Haton, Missouri Historical Society, Columbia, Mo., 1916,
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Montanae Origin of some Montana place names, by J. P, Howe,
(mimeographed pamphlet ) Department of Geolozy, University of Montana,
Missoula, Monb,

Nebraska, Nebrasks place names, by Lillian L. Fitzpatriclk,
University of Nebraska, Studies in Language, Literature and Criticism,
No. G, 1926,

Origin of ploce names of Nebraska, by J« Ts Link, Nebraska
Geological Survey, University of Nobraslka, 1933, 186 pages,

New York. Gazetteer of the State of New York, by J. Homer French.
Syracuse, 1800,

Oregons Geographic names, by Lewis A, MeArthur, Portland, 3828,
446 pagess

Pexnsylvania, Place names, by A. Howry Espenshade, Pemmsylvania
State Colleg, IEEB. o705 pagese

Gazetbeer of the State of Pennsylvania, by Thomas F, Gordon.
Philadelphia, 1832,

Virginia, Virginia county names, by Charles M, Longe Neale
Pllbliahing 0.. . Y.’ 1908. 207 Pages.

Washington. Origin of Washington geographic names, by Bdmond
8+ Meany, ~Umiversity of Washington Press, Seattle, 1923, 3567 pages.

New Englands All New England gazetteer, by Boyd & Wright,
Boston, 1841,

United States. Origin of certain place names in the United
States, by Henry Gamnett. U. . Geol. Survey Bull. No., 268,

10. The following is a list of authorities who should be
consulbted:

California Geographic Boara
Profs Tracy I. Storer, Chairman
University of Calif,, Davis, Calif,

Miss Julia C. Stokes
State Historiasal Society
State Nuseum
Denver, Colos

Mass, State Geogs Board
Miss Ellen Hudge Murrill, Secs
State House, Boston, Mass.
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Mishigan Camittee on Geog. Names
Dre Geoe Ne Fuller, Secs
lansing, Mich.

Mimesota Gsoge. Board
Atten, Theo. Cs Belgen
8te Paul, Minn,

N. Y¢ Board of Geoge. Names
Dre Ae Jo Fo Van Laer, So0,
Depte Archives & History
Unive of N, Y., Albany, N, Y.

North Caroline Place NVeme Coamittee
We Co Wilburn, Chairman
Waynesville, He Ce

Oregon Geographic Board
ilre Lowle A, MeArtlmy, Sece
Public Service Bldg., Portland, Ore.

wis, Board on Geog. Namos
He We MacEenzie, Soce
Depts of Conservetion
Madison, Wig,

Wyaming Historical Society
State Library
Cheyenne, Wyo.

11, It is suggested that 5 x 8 oards be used for recording the
information. Cards are atbached which muggest an arrangement of the data,
Promunoiation need not be given if obvious, If the card is for a counbty
use the lower right side of the white card; if for a city, town or village
uge upper right side of the white cards If the card is for any other
geographic name use colored card and check item which applies.

NOTEs All of this material will be used in the Stabte Encyclepedia,
but that will not prevenmt its separate publication as planned here, The
work whould, under no ciroumstanses, delay work on the State Guide.




THE FINHS IN MINHESOTA

PREFACE
INTRODUCTICH
I, THE FINHS OF MINKESOTA TODAY

Ae Population Distributions According to the 1930

censug, 60,610 of Minnesota's 2,563,000 population were foreign
born Finns or of Finnish descent. These sixty thousand represent
one-{ifth of the number in the United States, They are concentrated
largely in the Arrowhead country bordering the north shore of Lake
Superior, and practically all of them speak Finnish as well es
English, With the portions of the Superior-Huron drainsge basin
included in the states of Wisconsin and Michigan, this segment of
finmesota forms & geographic aree in which more then half the Fimns
who ecame 4o the United Statea have settled,

The Arrowheed country, the northeast section of Mimnesote,

is ocold, marshys and lake-spotted.s In it are the '»’anﬁlﬁon, the

igesnb;, and part of the Cuyuna renges, {rom which more iron ore
is extracted than in any other distriot in the worlde Much of
the country is covered with second-growth forest, and threaded by
rivers and meandered lakes, a populer summer playground. Lumbere
ing operations are still carried on in this region, slthough large
scale outting ended in 1933,

In this land of marsh, woods and lakes so similar in
scenery and climate to Finlend, the Finnish immigrants have settled,

Nany of them live in the Renge Towns, mining commumities on or near




the various ore deposits. MNMore than helf of them, however,

are farmers, and it has been estimated that in St. Louis
county, which extends from Duluth to the Canadian border

and forms the base of the Arrowhesd, more than 90 percent of
the farms are owned by families of Finnish extraction, Older
centers of the Fimns are in Minneapolis, Cokato, New York Mills,
and Wadena, where the first Fimnish immigrents settled end

bought ferms.

Be Occunntiona. The first Finns who came to Minneacta

were fermerse MHany of their countrymen at the same time migrated
to Michigen as copper miners end when the iron mines of Minnesota
opened up, they came to the Arrowheads, The logging industry
attracted some of the immigrants, HNany Fimns work in the iron
mines and lumber camps todey, but with the depression and waning
of the lumbering industry great numbers have returned to the soil
for thelr livinge.

Farming has always been the preferred occupation of the
Finns, Their characteristic farm, merked by the mumber of
buildings seattered scross its fields, distinetive hay-barns with
the walls sloping inwerd at the bottom, and the ubiquitous bathe
house, is & familier sight in northern Minnesotas

The Finnish immigrants who homesteaded or bought the
cutover land of the north were hard pressed to eke out & living,.
Their familiarity with the difficulties of farming in froste
bitten arees have made life possible if not prosperous for thems

in addition to their prominence as the labor supply

for whet remains of the lumber industry in the state, the Finns




have found employment in the paper mills of the region, where
thelr experience in the industry back in the mother country and
their edaptability as factory labor have made them good hands,
They elso love to fish the many Minnesota lakes, and the
cheapness of freshewater fish in Minnesota markets is partly
beceuse of them, They are excellent fishermen as a result of
their former dependence on Finland's lakes for a large part of
their diet.

Ce Socisl, Political and Economic Importance of the

Groups 4n outstanding characteristic of the Finnish settler

is his habit of reading extensively. MNore then 30 Finnishe
langusge newspapers exist in this region, and are widely read,
Many Finnish homes have on the parlor table copies of the Kalevala,
the Finnish national epic, Numerous classes in cooperation, farm=
ing and trade union problems, and cultural subjects are held throughe
out the area, and the per capita book sale is high.
The Fimns long have heen highly literate and reading
is an ingrained habit, Another cultural activity is dramatics,
Tabulation of & four-month period in 1917, for example, showed
that more than fifty plays were given, all of them in the Fimnish
language, in Minnesota. Strindberg, Selma Lagerlof, and Hall
Caine were among the literary figures whose works were offered,
The politiocel viewpoint of the FinnisheAmerican is
elmost unenimously progressive, and he has been solidly behind
both the FarmerelLabor party of Minnesota, and the New Deal
nationally. This attitude is in accordance with the traditionel

ideoclogy of the Finn, developed in the long struggle against




oppression by Tsarlet Russia end Sweden, and strengthened by
successful experimentation with state-owned industry and
cooperative action. PFactors in the Finns' experiences in
this country which have made them politically progressive are
thelr experiences with the labor poliocy of the mining end
logging companies, decreased opportunity in ferming because
little good land was svaileble st the time of their arrival,
and the fact that their attempts in the fields of consumers'
cooperation have been signally successful, This leatter movement
hes made the concept of a cooperative commonwealth a familiar
and cherished ideal in the minds of most of the group.

Fimns are beginning to participate in government as

aggressively as their Scandinsvien neighbors. They pay an active

part in loecal politics and form a solid progressive front. They
are strong in support of mass eduoation, with the result that the
Iron Range, with the lerge mining companies furnishing a convene
ient source for taxes, has the best and biggest county school
system in the state,

In religious inclinations the whole group is Luthersn
Protestant, although far fewer in this country belong to the
national churches than did in Finland,

The most significant contribution the Finn hes made to
the economie life of Minnesota is the fostering and development
of the northern consumers' cooperative movement, In Cloquet, a
paper-nanufecturing end lumbering town, is the largest rurel
cooperative store in the countryj the enterprize has been so
successful thet it has driven meny other stores out of town.

Cooperatives are common wherever Fimms live.




Following the Cld Viorld inelination for dairying, the Pimnish
farmer bears out the adage "here there is a Fimm, there is a cowe" The
farmers usually patronige a ccoperative creamerye With rare exception,
the Finn is & man of moderate meens. There are no great fortunes liste
ed in the group, and usually he is dependent on his farm or his wages
for his livelihood.

Il. OLD WOELD BACKGROUND

Ae Racial Historye The Pimnie tribes, originating somewhere

on the wvast central plaine of Buresia at a locality not yet definitely
determined, were relatively late in attaining a high degree of civil-
izations From the begimning of the Bronge Age until the Christian era,
they were migratory tribes, pushing slowly toward the northwest and
the present nation of Finlande On this 2,000-yenr trek their ocoup-
ations were chiefly hunting and fishing, grazing of a few sheep, and

2 primitive form of agriculture.

These people were blonde, like the Swedes, but shorter and
more stocky, and often slant=eyeds Classified as "roundheads" they
were of a race different from their Buropean neighbors, the "long heads."

Upon entering Finland, they continued their mode of 1ife for
many centuries and were regarded as savages by Othere, the ninthe
century Vorwegian adventurer-explorer whose remarks were preserved
in the writings of Alfred the Great. Being a pacific people, they

had little trouble with their Swedish neighbors on the coast of Fine

land. However, their skill as seamen led them before long to piracy,

& Vocation in which they were successful for many years until Swedish

rule of the country and the coming to power of the Hanseatic League




made it too precarious an oceupation.

Bse Finland, the Puffer States The Christianization of Fin-

land and its subjugation to Sweden were both accomplished by the
sword in the Twelfth Centurys This period was marked by Sporadie
fighting, with politioal subjection coming in 1157 and Christisnity
later, after Bishop Henry, mow patron saint of PFinland, hed been
drowned under the ice by his umwilling converts.

Under Swedish rule a nobility was oreated from the rich
chieftains to help the Swedes keep the counmtry, and levies of soldiers
were frequent in the long wars which marked Sweden's expansion toward
the Easts Vhen the country was made into the Duchy of Finland as a
reward for military service, a Diet was formed, and by experience in

this body Finland learned early the léssons in self-govermment which

were to make its people familier with democratic processes when ine

dependence was wone OSwedish rule contributed to the development of
egriculture and trade. With the help of the Hansa traders the Fimns
begen to send butter and wood products out of the country to the German
citiess Contact with the outside world brought the usual bleseings of
civilization, including steel for tools and weapons, cloth, jewelry and
art objects, and the Black Plague, which ravaged the country every
now and then for the rext five hundred years,

Before the end of the Viddle Ages, however, a new threet
arose on the east. This wms the growing state, Russia, which
begen to contend with Sweden for the supremacy of the northe Vany

Finns were marched off to war along the eastern border, and in




the bitter struggles Russia zained wore and more of what had been
Finnish territorye. Finally, when Owedish rule had degenerated so
mach as to make the Pimns fesrful of their future if they continued
as loynl subjecte of their King, they connived with Alexander and
in 1809 were taken into the Ruasian mpires

Alexander allowed the Finns to keep their privilege of self-
govermment, and for many years they were undisturbed by the pan-
slavic theories of their new masterss But as the lessons learned
from the French Revelution wore off, their freedom was threatened, and
the nation faced unfyiendly teriff, militery service, and land lawse
Finally, opposition erystallized in the general strike of 1905, when
all over Pinland work stopped witil the Tsar made shoert=lived con=
cessions to the demand of the FPlmns for self-rule. With the return
of the oppresaive tactics of the Iussian govermment, Fimnish patrliote
waited thelr time, and with the rise of the Dolsheviks they accepted
the chance to make thoir country an independent nations

Ce Caussa of Emigrations Egual to Cellifornia in ares,

Finland's population hes always been slights Living conditions
were oxtremely hard because of its barren scil, its oloudy, frosty

climate, and its lack of mineral wealths Famines have been fro-

quent in Fimnish histery, end every peasant Imows the taste of bread

made from straw and bark, the diet in lean years. The wnproductive-
ness of the land has been the greatest single cause for emigration,
for pood farms were scarce and the Fimm had to seek another land to

earn snough money to buy & farme TFalling such a move, he faced a




1life of nesr-beggzary, and it was estimated in 18099 that one=-
third of the peasant population was landless, working for
infinitesimel day-wages. The preatest emigration has been from
the provinces of Oulu and Vaasa, two barren counties at the head
of the Gulf of Bothnia. The coastal plains, fertile and popul=-
ated largely by Swedes, yielded few emigrants to the stream: In
the nineteenth century, as the population grew at a rapid pace,
more and more emigrants came to the new lands across the Atlantioc.

Later, this movement has intensified by political un-
rest under Russian rule, and large mmber of exiles, voluntary or
enforged, Jjoined the movement overseas. Most of these emigrants
left in the early years of the twentieth centurye

The motive in the minds of many emigrants was to save
encugh money in the new land to enable them to go back to Fine
land and buy & good farme Return migration has averaged 29 per
cente

I1X, THE PIRST FINNS ARRIVE IN MINNESOTA IN 1864

As BSpecific Ceuses for their Immigrations The first

Fimnish immigrants came into Minnesote in 1864, two years after
passage of the lioméstead Act that made the state a Mecca for
land~hungry Buropeanss They arrived at Ste Peter, in south central
Minnesote, with a party of Worwegiane in that yeare Their

desire for the homesteade brought them to Mimmesota, and the

fact that friends and relatives in America were making wages

three and four times the amount that could be earned in Finland




was & potent factor in encouraging their decision to leave

their home land. "America" letters had come to Finland glowing
with the praises of this new land where farms were free and
freedom was possible. The conclusion of the Vivil lar with its
assurance to Firmish peasants that slave labor wus & thing of the
past was another factor in their deciasion,

Be Voyage, landing, and Arrival in St. Peter. Llanding

in Amerioa, they orossed the Appalachians, made their way down

the Ohio, and proceeded up the Migsissippi River from St. Louis,

vn arrivin, at §t, Peter, in south-central Minnesota they found
employment on hemesteads teken by Norwegian immigrants, With the
money earned in this way, the next year they took homesteads of their
own near Franklin, Renville Countys The next year more Fimns errived
in Hinneapolis, which became the distribution point from which the
immigrants pushed to the northwest to people the Cokato, lolmes

City, New York Mills and Wadena territory.

IV, THE WAVE OF I WIGRATION GAINS MOMENTUM

As Specific Causes for Leaving the Pistrioct from Which

They Came. In the years 1886=67 a famine of umprecedented

severity struck Finland, and a.ain straw bread was a dismal
reninder of the tinses on the tables of the Finns, 4+t had been
caused by successive killing frosts during the growing seasons
so severe and widespread that only & few sections of the scountry
escaped. in contrast to this came the enthusiastio letters from
America full of geal for their new home and eager to tell about
its advanta_es,

53T OF THE WAVE

A. Influx into the Arrowhead., The northcastern part

of the state, the Arrowhead country, saw its first Finnish




immigrant in 1870, when a few Finndsh fishermen set up thelr
shacks on Mimmesota Point, Yuluth. <t was not long before the
first Finnish farmers in the territory followed them, settling
in Midway township, 5t. Louls county. In 1876 more irmigrants
found work in a sawmill in adjacent Carlton county, now a center
of the Fimnish settlement, /After working in the mill for a few
years many of the sawnill hands b ught land and began farming.

Be The Turn of the Century--Causes for Increased

Imoigration. Foroes in the 0ld World were beginning to make the

lot of the Finns there so unattractive that in the years following
the turn of the century many left their home land for the
United States, Chiefly responsible for the migration was
discontent which the Fimns felt under Russian rule. The
Russification policies of Bobrikoff, the Tsar's governor, wore
in full swing. It was ennounced thatthe Finnish Army (in which
young Finns had served thelr military conseription, under
Fimmish officers and Fimish army methods) would be disbanded,
and henceforth conscription periods would be served in the
Imperial Army, This was an unwelcome change to the Finns, who
knew from experience that the life of the conseripts would e a
hard one, under unsympathetic alien effiocers using an alien
tongue,

Another Russian poliey that contributed to the
discontent was embodied in the land laws, whioch were squee,ing out

the small famer. It was estimated at the stait of the period

that one-third of the peasants were homeless, doing day labor

on the farms and sleeping wherever they could. Contrasting to
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this pleture were the letters written back fron the fipst

emigrants to Amerioa. There a man, according to them, could

"whittle ;01d with & wood knife.,"™ Frominent in the propaganda

berrage were the Fimnishelanguage newspapers printed in the

new country, optimistie and full of success stories. With them
came maps printed by land companies and reilromds offering farms
in the state for §5 an acre, The railroads, holding enormous
tracts of land in the north of the state were especially active
in this work and many land agents hired by them were sctive in
Finland,

A third reason why the Finns came to Minnesotsa in
such numbers at this tiune was the opening of the Minnesota iron
mines., This had coincided roughly with the slackening of
production in the copper mines of Michigan, and Finne employed
there had moved on to Minnesota, where the mine operators took
advantage of the new labor supply. Weges weére comparatively
good, and many Finns came from Finland to jein relatives and
friends in the big pits.

Ce Vgoupational Attractions, Mining was the bi gest

occupational attraction for the newly=-arriving Finns. The mines
were expanding their production. Superintendents had hired
Firnnish foremen to handle the Finns, most of whom even after a
number of years could speak only Finnish with any degree of

ease, and the arrivals found it easy to get jobs there, Uveleth,
libbing, Gilbert, Virginia and Crospy-ironton, and Duluth beocane
the homes of meny Finns, most of whoan were dependent on the mines

for their living.
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The booming lumber industry in the northern part of
the state also provided jobs for many of the newocomers, meny of
whom had experience in logging in thelr native lamd, Some of
the lumbermen bought farms, cultivating them in the summer and
working in the forests in the winter,
VI, PRODLENS MET IN THE NEW WORLD

A, Froblems of Social Adjustment, There were many

problems to be faced by the newcomers, and today assimilation
in the social structure of the United States im not complete,
although with the sharp drop in iumigration following the post=
war quotas provisions, the “mericanization of the Finn has
proceeded at a great pace, Meny of them were political exiles
from Ruseian rule, outspoken and set in their beliefs. They
were pacifistioc largely. Juring the war hysteria they suffered
from the enmity of their patriot nel hbors, in some instances going
to jail rather than obeying the draft oally The industrial
Workers of the Weorld became an organization powerful in the
north, with I'inn miners snd lumberjacke prominent in its militant
menbership. The ensuing labor wars were bitter in these
industries, and many Finns, blacklisted after the mines strike
of 1915, were foreed to turn to the land for a living, Those
who remalned in the mines have transferred their affiliation to the
Steel Workers Organising Committee, CIO,

Sooial adjustment between the Jinna and their neighbors
also proved difficult, Difficulty in learning English led the

first generation Finns toward oclannishness, They were distrusted

by, and in turn looked with susplcion upon, thelir neighbors. They




encountored the usual disdain of the old settler for people who could
not speak English, DBeing literats snd intelligent poople, they
soarrbed wnder the assuption that they wore inforior to the assimilet-
ed inhabitants. They are proud of their om cultuwre and strive %o
koop 1t alive in this coumtry.

To fight these problems, the Fimms have had the indemitable
drive to work that has made 1ife possidle for them on the meager
"shupefarms” of the morth. It has boen said that the Fimm belleves
ho éan golve all problems by work, end their history in this country
would appear o boar out the statement. Also, as it bocams clear to
the majority that the Uhited States was indeed to becomd thelr new
homelend, the impetus toward assimilation was inereased by the wholoe
heartod activities of the various soeloeties and orgmisations set up
for social and cconomic purposes. These have carried on Amoricanisa-
tion avtivities and at the present day the youmper Fimns are indige
tinguishable from thoir noighbors save in physical characteristics,

B Vorking snd Living Conditions, Fortitude of the Flms

hag boem proven by the winters of Northern MEmmesota,

In mining comamitios they live in company houses or on a
pateh of land where cach family keeps a cow and raises some vegetables,
Timbor woricors live in amk houses or have a "stumpefarm.*

Much was said in the early days of Fimish settloment aboub
the frallity of the Finns, They were especially susceptible to




tuberculosis, and the disease mede heavy inroads on the settlers.

no roason given for this disoase finding such a fertile breed-
ing-place amomg the Fimns is their custom of sealing thelr houses
tight in winter to prevent the escope of heat. The Fimish stesnm
bath was thought to bo a fastor, too, in the high tuberculosis rabe,

Doficioncies in diet, a direot result of low income, is now
rocognizod as the chief eause of tuberculosis. Pulmemary lrritation
from silica dust in the mings, & major hagard in the industry, is
also a factor in the spread of the discase,

The Fimnish housewife is extremoly olean, mnd her house will
usually shine with the traditional brightness asoredited o the Dubeh.
The fare she puts on the table is simple, mch like the rye-tread, milk,
fish, pork and tuber dlet of the 0ld Country.

The most spectacular fosture of the Fim's life to outsiders
is his mothod of taking the Saturday night bath. This is the colebrut-
od Fimish bath, taken in a speeially built bathhouse where stoen ls
produoced by throwing water on heated stones while the oecupants of
the bathhouse beat themselves with dirch twigs to produce perspiration.
The hoat in tho house becomwe inbense mnd vhen the bathor has had
enough he rns outside for a roll in the mmow or a plunge in & lalke,
VII, ROLE OF THE FINNS IN THE BCOUOMIC AND POLITICAL PICTURE,

A, Cooperatives. Tho cooperatives owe a groat deal of
thelr success to tho support and active orgmization of Plmish farmors
and workers. Today practically all of the officials in the Superior
Cooperative Vholesale are Flmms, lany producers’ orgamizations, such




as the Cooperative Livestook Association of New York }lls, owo
their oexigbonos to the Fimms, Through the north the Fimms have
plongored in this work,

B, Trade Unioms in Mass Production Industries. Much

support has been givem the formtion of wions by the Fimms, and
many of them vere brothers in the 1llefated Vestern Federation of
Mnors, Subsequently theiyr "mion man” tradition toolk them inbe
the Industrial Vorkers of the World and later to the CI0 steel and
timber vormers' wiions. Their history in northern Mmmesota in

comection with these labor movememts is faseinating, s epic story
of struggle against a formidable foo.
C. Progressive Role in the Fawmer-Labor Party. Districts

in which Fims are to o found form the backbeme of woting stremgth
of the Farmer-labor party. DPoomuse of their exporionces in the
strgrle of organized labor, the Fims of Mwnesota are ummlly foumd
the progressive vangusrd of the party. They are eamest in their
emvictions and inbtolerant of politionl irregularities,

D, Culbural and Social Societios. Clhawrch sooloties,

athletic clubs, educational societies, coopormtive courses and
schools, politiecal clubg, litorary troups, imeriocanization wnits,
terporance socleties, bands, orchostras and choruses, as woll as
euxliliery fimetions of the wmions and cooporatives, comstitaube the
main soeial and cultural activitios emgaged in by the Fims, Fiandsh-
lmpnge papers are filled by acoounts of the activities of theso
organigations, indicating that they played an important pert in the




sooial 1ife of the settlors. The Flims in Mmmesots help to support
Sueni ("Finland") College, at Hemoock, Mchigsn, They are active in

eooperative schools foumded to teach the principles of cooperation

and business mamageent of cooperative sbtores. They have outlets for
msioal and literary ectivity, two of the arts in which they take
great interest bDecamse of thelr pride im their national contribdue
tions, Also prominent in the oultural 1ife of the Fimns is the

fraternnl orpenizebion, the Sons of Falewala,
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CHAPTER ONEs THE BEGINNING
(Bample Page)

When first the curtain rose on the spoken drama in Minnesota eammot be said
with any degree of certainty. However, the boredom of garrison duty at a frontier
outpost, Fort Snelling, must have prompted amateur theatricals being held quite
early in the history of the state. KElocution and dancing were a feature of social
enterteimment as early as 1820,

Cole John He Bliss, who spent several years of his boyhood--from 1833 to
18637==at the fort while his father was commandant, recalled that the soldiers
"would get up theatrical performances every fortnight or so," and that “those
taking femele parts™ borrowed dresses from the soldiers' wives, the men making
"generous saorifice to art of their cherished whiskers and mustaches.”

¥aje lLawrence Taliaferro, the Indian agent at the fort, in an eniry in
his journal dsted Oot. 1, 1836, relates that he "attended to see the soldiers
perform Monsieur Tonson & the Village lawyer," and that the audience included the
"ladies & Gentlemen of the Post," and that ﬂf.‘ﬁi;ollet attended with me." Joseph
M. Nicollet, the explorer, had returned to the fort the previous day efter spend-
ing the swmmer in the region sround the headwaters of the Mississippi river, where

he had been gathering material for his ferous map. "The whole went off well,"

sald ¥aj. Teliaferro of the amateur presentation--and that is probably Minnesota's

first written dramatioc criticlisme.

"onsleur Tonson," written by We T. Nonorief in 1821, was woven around &
romentic plots "The French barber, ¥orbleu, is greatly troubled by a steady strean
of visitors who come to make inguiries regarding & certain fietitious lMr. Thampson,
hoping thereby to gain information regarding Adolphine de Courcy who has been trac~
ed to his door." Marcus L. Hansen, in his book on old Fort Snelling, gives an
interesting picture of the ecircumstances that attended this farces "Here, far
fram eity streets and French barbers," he writes, "on a rude stage, Jack Ardourly
fell in love with the beautiful Adolphine de Courey--who probably only a few hours

before
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wes filled to overflowing, and if the Pence Music Hall eould have beean open (the
latter was in course of building at the time) we doubt not that it would have been
well filleds The play of *'Fanchon the Cricket' is the one in which Maggle Mitchell
has made so famous & name. Tonight Miss Melville appears as ‘Marton' in the cele~
brated drama, 'The Pride of the Market,' and as Jenny in the musical farce of 'Jemny
Lind«'"™ The Chronicle of April 17,1867, announces that ¥iss Melville was well
received as ™iarton" and "Jemny Leatherlungs,™ and that on April 17 she would play
"Josephine” in "the military drama, 'The Daughter of the Regiment.'™ This wus
followed by "Joan of Are™ on April 20, "The Hidden liand" on April 22, and “Our
American Cousin® on April 24. It was during a production of the latter play that
President Lincoln was sssasinated.

The Minneapolis Daily Tribune on May 26, 1867, noted that, "lir. Charles
Plunkett, who visited our State last season with a theatrical coupany, is in
town with a troupe of twenty performers, and will open & short scason in ¥arrisam
fall on Monday evening next." Three deys later the paper succinetly remarked,
"plunkett had & fair house on his opening night, and the plays 'All That Glitters
Is Not Gold,! and 'Turn Him Out,' were very well rendereds Tonlght the temper=-
ance drama entitled '"The Drunkerd' will be produced. The orchestra should bear
in mind that *practice makes perfect,' and a personal application will perhaps
enable them to play an sccompaniement that will not set one's teeth on edge.”
On June § Plunkett's troupe figured in the news twices first, that the “plays
at the theatre last evening were the comedy of 'Naval Engagement,' and the legen~=
dary drama of 'St. Mary's Eve,' both of which were brought on the stage as Flunketi's
troupe only canj™ secondly, that the troupe would visit Rochester, Minn., "about
the 10th."

Family acts were not infrequent at Farrison's Hall, and among them were
the families of the Hutehinson brothers, who enjoyed a considerable reputation

throughout the middle west at this period as both performers and evangelists, and
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founded the town of Hutohinsom, Minn. The public was notified of ome of their
appearances in the following press item; "roenight the tribe of Asa (one of the

brothers) original




THE MINNESOTA GAZETTEER

I. DEFINITION OF THE TERM

Kk - Webster's definition of the word gazetteer:

l. A writer of news, or an officer appointed to publish news

2 A newspaper; a gazette (obs.)

3¢ A geographic dictionary; & book giving names end descriptions
of pleces in alphabetical order

B = Past linnesota gazetteers; their content and treestment:

1.
2e
Je etce

C =~ Other examples of gazetteers:
le
2e
3e ©LCe
D =~ lature and content of proposed Minnesota Gazetteer; its objective:
S

2e
Se 0tCe

GENERAL CONTENTS OF THE MINNESOTA GAZETTEER

II ENTRIES AND THEIR TREATHENT
A - Nomenclature - meaning and derivation of names of':

le Muniecipalities and other political units or subdivisions, such as
incorporated cities and villages and orgenized townships; also
hemlets, commnities, special locales with vague or natural physical
boundaries, etce, including former names in the order of their
successione.

Geographic features, such as a lake, river, creek, waterfall, island,
point, bay, spring, cave, hill, moraine, outeropping, etcs

liiscellaneous points of interest, such as a park, quarry, mine, dem,
Indian mound, Indian reservation, historic site or trail, etce

Ghost townss. (NOTE = It will be necessary to define the term "ghost
towne," The Idaho Encyclopedia compiled by the Federal Writers! Pro=-
ject states: "It has been difficult to know what to include in the
category of ghost towns because mahy Idaho towns, really ghosts now

in comparison with their former activity, still maintein a dubious
existence; and still others are showing signs of remewed life after

a long period of quiescences This list is, therefore, rather arbitrary
and includes not only the actual ghosts, but also many that are merely
ghostlye The few that are coming to life again will also be found in
Section VII" = the regular list of that state's cities and villagess




5e Sobriquets and other nemes; generally, only when authentic or
in common usages

B = Population and Altitudes:

1s Despite probesble omission of population statistics in gazetteer,
hey should be obtained for purposes of informetiéme Certainly
nothing depicts so quickly or surely the growth or decline of a
municipality as a glance at census returns from the begimminge
Give all US Census returns, state returns when official, and
generally accepted reliable estimates prior to official returnse

Altitude figures for each town may seem redundant and in many
instances will be difficult, if not impossible, to obtains Yet
such information has value and occupies little spaces To include
this information means difficulty in meintaining accuracy; to
omit it may be regretted by some readerss

C = Location and Natural Setting:
ls Exact site = give section or parts of section or sections occupied,
township and range numbere. This is especially vital in describing
moved villages, ghost towns, hisboric sites, or to differentiate

villages of same or similar nemes in same vicinitye.

General =~ its relative physical position to the state, county, or
a river or lake.

Geology - unless exceptional, probably better handled by countiese

4, Paleontology = only if outstending or extraordinary.
W

ot 45e Flora and Fauna 77
'~ﬁ/:’;istory, including significant dates:
le Archeclogical remains in community, disputes, etce

2¢ Indians = anthropological material peculiar to community, tribes,
reservations, etce

Early settlement = Reasons for settling on site (such as ferry,
stagecoach depot, railroad junction, river navigation, trading
post, fort, industrial center, farming, etces), first settler,
store, miller, etcs, and other early Americana.

Folkways and Folklore peculiar to the community

Ethnology = racial groups, their heritape emd culture, and re=-
lationship to growth of communitys Trensition ean be rapid in
racial elements and caution should be exercised in describing




E = Government:
le Official status, if any.
2. Federal, state, county, etec., institutions.

F =~ Trensportation, communication, etce

1, Railroads (steam and electric); date of entrye
2« Bus lines
2? 3. Airlines and airports
i 4. Steamboats, ferries, excursions, etc., with docking facilities, etce
5. Public utilities - gas, light, heat, power, water, sewage, €tCe;
whether municipally owned and operated?

G = Accommodationss:

1, Hotels end restaurants
2+ Servige Clubs (Rotary, Kiwanis, meeting date, special events, etce)
’;;> %o Fraternal organizations with meeting dates, events. etce
. 4., Markets
/ 5o Newspapers and other publications.

H = Points of Interest:

City plan = general architecture, buildings, memorials, monuments,
statues, markers, etc. and bridges, tunnels, etce

Historic remains = house museums, historic houses(?open to puhlic),
historic sites and cemeteries.

Industry end Commerce - natural resources (mines, quarries, etCe),
leading manufactures, plants and factories, warehouses and grein
elevators, commodity exchanges, including cooperatives.

Education = universities and colleges, elementary and high schools,
other schools (technical, private, military, art, etce) and edu-
cators if prominent.

Museums ~- netural history, scientifiec, industrial, historical, art,
botenical gardens, zoological gardens, fish hatcheries, bird
sanctuaries, game refuges, etcs

The Arts = architecture, dreama, literature, music, painting,
sculpture, etc., with outstanding personages, organizations,
compositions, museums, libraries, etcs Include radio stations.

Religion - past and present sects, clergy, seminaries, organizations,etce

Social = social service agencies, local customs, cuisine, eventw

and holidayss

Sports and recreation - professional end amateur, facilities(golf
links, swimming pools, etcs), commumity singing, hunting and fishing,
carnivals, etce

10. Points of scenic interest, such as vantage points(towers, peaks),
waterfalls; caves, lakes, parks, etcs

I - Calendar of Events:
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HARRY L, HOPKINS
Administrator

August 12, 1938,
FEDERAL WRITERS' PROJECT LETTER NO. 1

T0: All State Directors, Federal Writers' Project
FROM Henry Ge Alsberg

SUBJECT: Preliminary Work on the American Encyolopedie Series and
Index of Froject Manusoripts

For nearly a year we have been working on plans for projects,
both local and national, to be launched as soon as the state guides are
completeds After carefully considering the needs of our projects and
the limitetions of our staffs, we finally decided to start immediately
on & new series similar in scope to the American Guide Series, to be
known as the American Encyelopedia Series.

This series will consist of 52 volumes: one volume for each
state; one volume for New York City; onme for the District of Columbiaj
one for territories outside continental U,.8,A, and, when all the volumes
are completed, one~volume index will be added for all the books in the
series,

The books in this series will be uniforms The format, tenta~
tively deecided upon, will resemble that of standard encyelopedias in size
and in lengthe The wordage should in no instance exceed 800,000 words,
or approximately 800 pages.

In order to keep the books uniform in size, fuller treatment
of certain toples should be allowed for smaller states or states cone
taining fewer items, and condensed treatment may be necessary in the
larger states.

After we have received your list of items requested at the
end of this letter, this office will send out examples of treatment
designed for the needs of each state.

In addition to the encyclopedia material proper, the contents
of each volume should consist ofs

1. One Introductory Essay deseribing the econtemporary scene
of the state in terms of resources, industrial development, the agri=-

cultural development and present day govermment, rather than an impres-
sionistic description of the state,.




2. A 1ist of Annual Bvents (to be eross referenced to the
body of the book)e

3, A list of Points of Interest with cross references to
pages in the book where they are to be Treated fully.

de A list of Famous Firsts.

6s A Historioal Chrmoloﬂ.

6e A Table of Voting in presidential elections.

7« The Illustrations will consist mainly of a folding map
that will show the most important features of the state, and small county
mapss Where & state has too many counties to be presented separately,
groups of counties can be glven on one pagee.

8+ Two Indices should be included in the booke. The first
should be the topieal index treating the major topics of the book; the
other, an alphabetical index devoted to names of places or people.

9« The book should have a good bibliography, topically arranged,
following the topical indexe

The enecyclopedia proper should bol strictly alphabetical from

A to 2 with cross references where materials overlap.

We have not yet reached any deeision about the treatment of
people in the encyclopedias whether to put them in where they appear
in relation to eventss or include them, in addition, with brief blo~
graphical notes.

At present it is advissble to assemble data concerning people
on oards with the following general policy as & guide:

(a) No names of people should be included unless they appear
in the Dictionary of American Biography Af dead, or in Who's Who in
America 1T livinge

(b) There will, of course, be some exceptions to this rule
and each state director deviating from this rule will have to indicate
his reasonm, if he wishes to include names that do not appear in either
the Dictionary of American Biography or in Who's Who in Americas.

Before any work can be started on the encyelopedia, it is
imperative to find out how many items will be treated so that wordage
allotments can he made. We therefore ask you to prepare 2 list of all
items to be included in your encvelopedias.




All ftems to be listed should for the present be organized
under the following headss

1. Agriculiure 11, lisndicrafts

2e¢ Architecture 12, Industry, Finence and Labor

Se¢ Arts, The 13, Lakes, Rivers and liountains

4. Cities, Towns and VWillages 14e Points of Interest

B+ Conservation and Reclamation 15, Racial Groups

6e Countiss or Townships 16s Religion = fram sects to churches
7+ Bducation 17. Science

8+ Plora and Fauna 18+ Social welfare

9. Folk=lore 19, Societies = fratermal and patriotic
10. Government 20« Sports and recreation

Five by eight cards are recommended for this purposes Arrange
the cards in alphabetical order according to major topical heads; and
then arrange the sub~heads likewise. For example, under Religion the
sub=heads will be Seets, Churches, etej under the Arts wi teras=
ture, Music, Painting, Sculpture, eto.

After the cards have been organized, send a list of items %o
Washington, keeping them in the same sequence as in the state files.
We will return them with suggestions and examples of treatment.

INDEX OF MANUSCRIPTS

On October 21, 1087, each state Federal Writers' Project was
requested to maintain an index, by toplos, of a 11 manusoripts in its
filess This index should be continued, and utilized in preparation of
materials for the encyclopedia.

On each index card should be noted the following information
concerning the mamuseript to which reference is mades

1, The ti%le of the article in which the material is to be
founde

2¢ The length of the article.
The date it was written.
The person who wrote it.
A note on its characters whether it is complete or in-
completes reliable or unreliable; whether it has bLeen
checked or notj or whatever other comments necessary.

information concerning Items 1 through 4 can be entered on
these cards by any reasonably capable worker in the office, but the
evaluation should be done by & very reliable editors




The index inventory will serve a double purpose; first, 1t
will give us the preliminary estimate of all the work that has been done
(throughout the country) by the Federal Writers® Projecty second, it
will give each state director an indicetion of how much material is on
hand for the encyclopedia, how much of it needs rechecking and final
verification, and how much is still to be gathered.

Since some states have already completed thelr guldes and
some are nearer completion than others, it is not expected tlat all
states will be at work on the encyclopedia at the same time and make
the ssme progress. Some states are also in the midst of completing
a number of local guides and other work begun earliers They may not
be able to assign as many workers to devote themselves continuously
to the encyclopedia. It is therefore requested that each state director
submit & report immediately, stating how soon his state can pet to work

on the encyclopedia, as well as any suggestions he may have for this
geries.

A digest of all suggestions will be made, and those accepted
will be collated and sent out again in subsequent instructionse

Please identify correspondence concerning this project by

the notation:s "Subjects State Encyclopedia.”




WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
VWalker-Johnson Building
1734 NEW YORK AVENUE NW,
WASHINGTON, D.Ce

FEDERAL WRITERS® PROJECT LETTER NO. 2

TOs All State Directors, Pederal Writera' Project
FROM ¢ Henry Go Alsberg
SUBJECT: American Encyclopedia Series

Section 1. General We have by now received replies to
Pederal Writers' Project Letter No. 1, dated August 12, 1938, from
practically all states. The various suggestions from State Directors
end from the editors on the Washington staff have been collated and
we are now preparing deteiled instructions on how to proceed from
the present stage to eompletion of the Encyelopedia Series,

These instructions will be sent out in the form of a
series of Federal Writers' Project Letters, identified by the general
subject heading "Americen Encyclopedia Series,” dealing with
successive stages in the progress of the Encyclopedia Series.

Sections 2 and 3 of this letter contein modifications of
the instructions given in Letter Nos 1, while the succeeding sections
contain information concerning the first topiecs to be treated,
statistiocal material which will be supplied by the Washington office,
and certain genersl prineciples by which you should be governed in
work on the Encyclopedis.

Section 2. B hical lhtorm Page 2 of Letter Noe 1
onn Eor

limited names of pers “oiogﬂphi treatment to those included

in the Dictionary of American Bio if dead, or in Who's Who in

Amorioa. i7 EFIrnLg Vany directors %Fxhﬁk thet this will be insuifi=
and unsatisfactory in state encyeclopedias. It 1s therefore

luggostod thet for the present each state director oompile as inclusive
a list as possibles.

In the list assembled there should be ineluded not only names
of people borm in the state, but also those wio made their major contrie
bution in thelr particular field in that state, and where the state
has & legitimate right to claim them as its owne. The following books
should be used as sourcess




le Who's Who in Americae, 1038-8, Vol. 20
a1, 20 15 not svallable use Vol 19.)
2. Dictiomary of Americsn Biography, 1957, 20 volse
Toter Use indexi
ae First clear section "Eirthplace by States™
ppe 246-297 and cross reference to "Subjeots of
Blographies,” ppe 1170,
be Search section of Foreign Born who becane
prominent in or are identified with your state.
¢e Compile list from all sources of people borm in
other states who became prominent in your state.
Examples bBret harte, born in Albany, N.Y, to be
treated in California.

Who's Who in American Art, Vols, II, 1938«9
Wotes Inadequate information given in many itemss birthe
pleces in some instances missinge Flle names with
question marks alphabetically; the fuller informa=
tion may show up from other sources.

American Men of Selence, Fifth Bdition, 1938

Who's Who in Govermment, Vol, II, 1032«33

Who's Who Today in the Musical World, 19%6

Living Authors and Authors Today and Yesterday
by Kunitz, 1088=85
Note: Many important authors are not treated in these books
and information about them will have to be obtained elsewheres
These books also treat foreign authors who are in no way identi-
fied with the American sceme. Do not include a foreign suthor
who visited your state and did some work on one of his books theres

8+ American Womens The Official Who's Who Among the Women of the Natiom,
Oles

]
(This book has & geographical index in the begimning of
the book and is also distributed by citiess)

9¢ Who's Who in Law, 1987

10+ Who's Who in the Clergy, Vole I, 1955+56

1l. Fho's Who in Commerce and Industry, 1938
Notes The coverage of this volume, which contains nearly
15,000 biographies, is world wides It will require
careful checking for the selection of items to be
treated in your Encyclopedia.




12+ Who's Who in the Theatre, 8th Edition
Woter Tids 1o an TmgTieh pabllcation but ocontains
references to American theatres end American
actorse

135. The American Labor Who's Who, 1056
Notes MNo recent eaition of this book exists and each
gtate will have to bring it up to date with
local researches

In addition to the sources listed above, each state director
mey wish %o use some special local yearbooks or other biographicsl
sourcess JUefore any work is done on such biographical sources, each
state director is asked to submit s list of these sources to our office
with explicit reasons for using theme Literally dogens of Who's Who's
exist ranging from Who's Who Along the Northshore of Massaohlusetis Ray
to Who's Who in the Hatchery Dusiness, State directors are urged to
be careful not to spend too much time on highly specialized Who's Who's,
and particularly "wanity" publicationse

Since the nsme of a distingulshed person msy appear in several
sources, wo suggest the following procedure:

Cheok out the names in a given source first and put them on

a master sheet. Examples John Smith :
Who's Who in America, 1938, pageeee

On a separate sheet copy what is saild about him in Who's Who in America.
When the same name appears again, in let us say, Who's Who in Ameriecan
Art, mark on the master sheet alsos Who's Who in American Art, pagzosees,
and then copy the material separs tely from the Who's Who in American Arte
After all the sources have been consulted, a collation of the material will
be mades

If any (in) state the director finds it diffiecult to obtain
the source books given mbove, or any source book he would like to use,
he should lot us know immedistely and will will get that material for
him in Washingtone

Section J« Subjects to be covered FPage 5 of Letter los 1
contains & 1list of headings wnder which material for the Encyclopedia
is to be classifieds In accordance with suggestions made by the
various Washington editors and the state directors, this list is revised
to read as followsg




Agriculture 18, Lakes, Rivers and Mounteine
Archeology 194 Medicine and Fublic Health
Architecture 20 Militia and Navy (History-Institutions)
Arts and Crafts Natural Resources

Biographical Sketches Penology

Cities, Towns and Villages Place Names, Their Derivations
Conservation and Reclamation and Meanings

Counties, Townships and Parishes Points of Interest

Bducation Political History

Ethnie Groups Press and Radio

Flora and Fauna Public Utilities

Folklore Recreation

Geology Religion (from Sects to Churches)
Government Seience

history Social Welfare

Lousing Societies

Industry, Commerce, Finance 33« Sporis

and Labor 344 Transportation

Section 44 First Topics to be Treated Ve suggest that you
start work intensively on only the following six sections:

Biographical Sketches

Cities, Toms and Villages
Counties, Towuships and Parishes
Education

Lakes, Rivers and Mountains
Place Namos

Since these topics will occupy more than half of the space
in the final book, it iz imperative to prepare them before any work
is done on the other topiecs. The subedivisions within each of these
topios should be arranged strictly alphabeticallys While the work
on these topies progresses, if any material is obtained that belongs
$0 other topiecal divisions, it should be filed for the present without
any attempt at avalysis or orders

Examples of treatment of items under the wvarious headings
will be given in later releases. For the present massemble all pertie
nent data under each sub=head, giving sources for each item of inform
mations It is very important that sources should be clearly indicated
and if necCessAry repeated AILer ©ACh I8CLUAL SL&LONOut.

Section Bs Place Names, Their Derivations and Meanings
Information conceraning the derivation and meaning of place names (of
states, mountains, rivers, lakes, etec.) will be assembled under a
separate classification in the file of material for the Encydlopedia.
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(In several states this work has already been done, or is nearing
completion. In some statos dats on meanings of place names have been
assembled in separate studies by the State Historieal Society, the
State University press, or similer organizations. Naturally in such
statés we should not duplieate this work, but should make use of the
available sources.) After the manuseript is ready to be arranged
alphabetically, the information on deriwvation and meanings of place
nemes should be inserted parenthetically in the desoription of each
itsm whioh is affected.

Section 6¢ Almanscs and Tearbooks We suggest that our state
directors begin to colleet & mmber of Almanacs and Yearbooks that they
will need in checking the work on the Encyeclopedias They siould certainly
have before them the American Yearbook, 1938, edited by W.N. Schuyler;
Social Work Yearbook edited by Russell lis Kurtz for the Russell Sage
Toundation, 1087; &8 well as the World Almsuse for 1938, and the lational
Almanac and Yearbook published by the Uhioago American, 1938 :

Section 7« Otatistical daterial Jie will prepare in Washington
a list of standard works for the statistical data to be used in the
Encyclopedia, and we will work out a series of charts to be filled out
by each states The state directors will be expected to submit lists
of state publications that they intend to use, with a notation after
each as to 1ts reliability and order of preference.

Copies of National Emergency Council reports on Federal
emergency agencies for each state are being sent to the respective
State Directors of the Federal Writers' Project, with this letter, as
an indieation of what we can expect to obtain in Washington for the
statess We will likewise send you reports prepared by wvarious governe
ment bureaus and agenecies on state materials, and enlist the cooperation
of their various representatives in the states who will assist vou
with problems relative to their worke This material should be copied
as given here and distributed under the proper headings. Ilater, the
material will have to be amended but for the present we want veu %o
keep it in the form sents This will assure not only reliahility
of statistios, but uniformity of treatment,

Boection 8« Some General Prineiples Some general prineiples
to keep in nmind throughout the work on the elopedia should be noteds

ls These encyclopedias are intended for the use of the general
public end schools. Therefore, highly technieal terminclogy
and highly technieal topical divisions should be avoided.

Items of general currency should not be given individual
treatuent, and greatest stress should be given to items
that portray difference rather than similaritye Thus no
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individual treatment should b given te publie schools, but where
a public school experiments with modern education, or introduces
new methods that are likely to have far reaching effects, it
should be given full treatments What is Grue of Education is true
also of Industry end other topies,

8+ Stress should be laild further on contemporary factual
materials., The historieal backgrounds of any activity or institution
should be glven as briefly as possidble. The present day activity
should be amplified as far as possible within the confines of the
space allotted, and in all instances the Tactual data should be
adhered to without any interpretative trimmings.

¢« Considerable space should be given, particularly under
Agriculture and Industry, to American processes of work = the
way thinge are donee In very populariged form, the reader should
obtain from these eneyclopedias a clear ides of not only what is
done, but how it is done, if the encyclopedia is to be properly informe
ative about the life of the people in the stetes In this, too, the
processes that are common to all states would naturally be given
briefer treatment, as compared with the processes that are unusual end
peculiar to a given plant or a given famm in the states

Be Although each encyoclopedia is intended to present as
far a8 possible & purely factual portrayal of the state, people
should not Le neglected. The way things are done affects the people
who do them, and this should be given sufficient expression. This
will be illustrated in examples that will be sent in subsequent lete
tors, but it is something that the state directors should keep in
mind from the start, for it will undoubtedly affect the preliminary
assembling of the materials

Note: If you have any questions regarding this letter, write to us
et once and mark your communications Subjects State Encyclopediae




LETTER KOs 3 of the Encyclopedis Series deals with administrative matters.




WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
Walker«Johnson Building
14013 1734 YNew York Avenue W,
Washington, D.C,

PeCe Harrington
Administrator

FEDERAL WRITERS* PROJECT IETTER NO, 4

T01 All State Directors, Federal Writers' Project
FROM: Henry Go Alsberg

SUBJECT: Americen Encyclopedia Series

Section Ie Work Methode Our work methed for the Encyclopedia
takes into account work in progress in the statess We are attempting
to space our instructions progressively so that workers released
from completed tasks can be transferred to the Encoyclopedia with
assigmments ready for them in systematie order. While the rewrite
and editorial staffs are working on State and City Guides or other
works now reaching completion, the research workers can be released
to assemble the factual material for several topics for the Ency=
clopedia. By the time that materisl is fairly ocomplete and in the
files, the editorial staffs will be through with their task and ecan
begin to rewrite and edi't those topicses The research workers by then
will be busy gathering factual data for the remainder of the topicss

We wish to impress upon State Directors that the work on the
Encyclopedis will be done entirely in e States, with regiomal
assistance where necessarye Manusoripts of items intended for in-
elusion in the Encyclopedia will be senl to Veshingbon only when
examples of treatment are asked for, or when a State Director seeks
advice on approach or treatment of a topic on which he cannot get
satisfactory sssistance from the Regional Offices Otherwise the
Washington office will not expect to see the Encyelopedia before it
is in pree~final typescripte This procedure pleaces greater respon=
sibility on the State Directors who will be entirely responsible
for all factual seccuracy, judgement of proportion, and judgement in
selection where inclusion or exclusion of items is to be cousidered.

Seotion 2. First Six Topics to be Treateds In Federal Writers'
Project Lettor No. 2, we suggested that work should be started ong

As Biographieal Sketches

Be Citles, Towns and Villages

Ce Counties, Townships and Parishes
Education
Lakes, Rivers and Mountains
Place Names




Ae Bio§£§¥%§0a1 Sketches. The general order of factual material
in the biogrep 8 3 should follow that of Who's Who in Amerioca.
For the preliminary draft more material should be gathered than will be
possible %o include in the finel copye In same states the number of
biographical sketches will be so mmerous that some will have to be reduced
%o the barest mention. IHowever, no attempt should e made at the outset
to establish categories of biographiess At the present stage, data
should be gathered for full trestment. Classification of importance and
space assignuent should be made after the number of biographical sketches
becomes known and the total wordage for this topic decided upone Ne
wordage breskdown for the entire book will be sttempted until the factusxl
data on all the topies are assembled.

Be Cities, Towns and Villages. The factual gaterial on this topie
should be assemcled In The fEITEEIEg orders Name = promunciation,
derivetion, meaning, prior name or namesj population (1930 Census - and
local estimate today); county = location in relation to other urban
centers in the stete and to highwaysj transportation; major industry

and commerce; what the place is noted forj educationy religions the

arts; the press; a brief historic sketeh at the end of each treatments.
Cross references should be made to institutions that are trected ine
dependently elsewlhere in the booke

Ce Counties, Townships end Parishess In order to obtein uniform
county treetment in &ll the books, material should be gathered in each
state under countiesy the primary civil divisions should be ineluded
in each county and should not be given indepen dent treatmente The
primary divisions vary from state to state and sometimes even within
the states, These divisions range from precincts, townships, represent=
ative districts, to beats, locations, wards, grants, etce Each state
should obtain its primary divisions as given in the Fifteenth Census
of the United States, 1930, Vole 1s¢  All the materiil ol vhe primary
T7TsToas s ould Te InoTuded Within cach county treatment (and in
Louisiana under Parish). Where the primery division is important, it
should be givem fully at the end of the county treatment, with sube

heads by nsme snd/or mmber, and crose refersncef cards prepared for
inclusion in the final manuseripte.

The following order of materidl in the treatment of counties
should be adhered toi

a, Name. (Place name and meaning to be inserted later).

bs Locatione (Give boundaries with brief deseription of
direction such ass "In the extreme southeastern part
of Utah, bounded on the east by the Colorade State
line, ou the south Ly the Arizona State line aud the
| vaRodorado River on the west.")




-s-
Areas (Maximum width, maximum length, and erea in miles and in acrese)

Type of land. ("Soil chiefly alkaline; sand and cley.")
Give also proportion of water to lands

Topographye {(Characterize: "Rugged, high plateaus, from 4000 to
12,000 feet elevation above sea level; mountains covered
with timber rise above the stratified desert mesas,” etc.)
Some counties will need very litile space to describe
them, others will need mores BExamples of {reatment will
be sent out later. Cross references should be made of
mountains, lekes, or any other point of inlerest treated
elasewhere in the Enoyclopedia.

Climate. (Only if unusual for your states)

List all primary and secondary divisions of the county.

County seats and population centers. (Use 19350 Cemsus, indicating divisien,
native born, foreign borm, Indians,
etﬂo)

Agricultures (Types of erops, problems, such as soil erosion, etcs)

Comnerce and Industrys (Characterize broadly; desoribe and list all
important industries; cross referdnce if
treated elsewhore).

Trnnsbortation. (Only if impertaut, such as port of eniry, ceuter of
railroad, airport, etcs)

Bducations (Humber of schools, number of pupils and unusual instie
tutions if of state~wide iwmportance; cross references)

Religions (Number of churches: denominationsy dominant denominationsp
unusual institutionsy cross reference).

Govermment, (The treatment of county government will be given under
Government. Only where county govermment differs from
others, or where some primary civil division differs
from the divisions of other counties should they be
treated in this section).

Federal agoncies functioning within a county should be givene

Historys (Charters, final boundaries, divisions, disputes, etce).
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Primary and secondayry divisions of counties should follow the above.
Primsry divisions should contain & description of the secondary divisions.
Where the secondary divisions are lmown as towns, villages and citie s, they
ghould be crossereferenced by name. (For each factual statement, give its
source immedistely following it, parenthetically.)

The space to be devoted to counties in the Encyclopedis will differ from
state to state, but for the present no wordage liunitation should be imposed
until the work has progressed far encugh s¢ thet & Tabvle of Contents with
wordage allotment for each topical section can Le worked outs

Kotes

Wost of the factual material needed for the trestment of counties can be
obtained from the Historical Records Survey. DBefore any work on the counties
is hegun, the State NDirector of the Historical Records Survey should be ine
terviewed and material made available to us by the Historiecal Records Survey
should be used instead of assigning peopls to do original researchs

Ds Educations In addition to the educational institutions, such as
universities, colleges, privatte schools, perochial schools, eto., separate
items should be plammed for all associations, organizations, boards, and
forums releted to educatione IFf these items are included under Educatiom,
oroes references should be made to organizationse

Ees lakes, Rivers, and Mountains. The order of informatiom given
for these topios aﬁouIﬁ be the following:

Lakes1 ﬁama; origin of nams and meaning; size and depthy looation
by county; nearest roads or highwaysy sport and recreation facilities and
any other information peculiar to the particular lake described,

Rivers: Name and meaningy width and depthy length in state, and
percentapge of totalj power generated, or power possibilities; mavigationg
sport fecilities, swimming, fishing.

Mountains: MName and meaningj altitudej location Ly countyj
nearest roads; descriptionj whether wooded or not; types of irees, etcs}
whether in a recrection center.

Fe Place Names. These should be gathered separately, to be inserted
in their Places only after all the material for cities, toms and villages,
counties, etcs, have been assembled,
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Section 3. Index of Materials. In Letter No. 1 we repeated the
roquest of Oectober 21, 1087, for all State Directors to complete an
inventory of all manuseripte in their files. Most of the states have
sent in some material btut nene of it is in such shape as to emable us
to prepare & useful inventory topically and by states.

We therefore suggest that you should now complete this inventory
and arrange your material following the topical divisions as given in
Lotter Noe Se ALl the material should he assembled from the beginning
of the project to December 31, 1933, and allow until March 1, 1939, %o
complete the inventorye

The difficulty with the material sent in respouse to the earlier
request for inventories 1s mainly in the incompleteness of information.
Some states failed to arrange the material topically, scme failed to
give the date it was completed or the length of articles in the files,
and practically all feiled to indicate the nature of the articles,

Under “Govermment," for instance, we find in the imventory the item Dawne
Prom the title one might expect almost anything.

In order to maie the inventories wniform so that after they are re=
ceived in our office we can prepare & master inventory for all the materials
available on all subjects in the states, Loth topically and by states, we
suggest tiat you arrange your infopmation in the following orders

l. Title of mamuseript. (In Caps and underlined).

2« Author (Whether atill on staff or not)e

8. Dete (When completed)s

4, Lengthe (In wordse)s

be Conplete or incampletes

Edited or unediteds (If edited, name of editor if record has been kept)s

Contentss (Brief description of subject metter covered in copy)e

Sources (Where the mamuseript bears a 1list of scurces just state
that sources are given)e

Consultants (Whether outside consultant has approved copy)e

Reliability of facts. (Each plece of copy should bear an
estimate as to its reliability).

NOTEs See attached samples




Topics Agriculture = lass.

Titles FAIRVIEW TOWN FPOREST
Author: Edward Colton Date submitted: Jans 5, 1688 Lenpgths 1200 words
....‘_. . m3 . T Ol & S i o
Statuss Complete Bditors Peul Smith
Contents: Coneise but fairly conplete statement on the Fairview Town
Forest from the {ime it was established to the date of this
article. Gives area, cosis, control, income and benefitse.

“r
W

Source: Graves, .8, Principles of landling Woodlands; Pack, A.N.
Our Vanishing Forests; Forest Service Bulletin #1763 interview
witi The Assistant District Forester at Amherst, Mass.

Consultants Read by Joim Doe, Assistant District Forester interviewed.

Reliabilityx All the facts in this article are considered accurate and
nave been ecarefully checked.

File = Agrioculture

Folders 17




Form 1=EN PLACE NAMES OF MUNICIPALITIES (check subject)

GEOST TOWN

ORGANIZED _
INCCRPORATED _
CEHARTERED _

(ref)

SOBRTQUETS &
OTHER 3AMES

\ — — —_— — — — — — — — — — — —_— — - -

(Liuvu)
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Meaning & Derivation of Neme; Description, Settlement, First Settler, etcet
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(ref)
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Comments relative to discussion with Mr. Babcock
December. 22, 1937

l. If WPA help is to be employed, we will have to take the advice

of Mr, Babcock, who has had considerable experience with such help.

I realize more and more that I over-estimate that ecapacities of persons.
However, 1n a case like this, if Mr. Babcock tells us that certain things
in the general plan are beyond the abilities of the WPA crew, we must

face the fact that a revision is necessary if such help is to be employed.

2. Under the clrcumstances a working file will have to be developed.
The task will be simply the job of transfering to card index file cards
the data that will be furnished,

3e A simple running file will be developed, each card carrying the
following information.
a. name of geographic feature (the toponym).

b. geographic description (examples; lake, strait, mine,
street, village, township, etc.)

c. counties or county involved,
d, legal description 1f necessary and available,

e, reference to be entered thus;

if dealing with historical development and chronolgy
of the name and its changes--A (as for example
A Upham p., 45)

if dealing with spelling and variants--B (as for
example B Gannett p. 354)

if dealing with meanings and derivations--C (as for
example C Boundary Survey p. 34)

ete,

if a reference deals with more than one of the above
isolated interest groups than AC, ABC, etc.
(as for example AG Stennett p. 57)

4. The master list need not be a file but preferably amn arrangement
illustrated on the following page.

5. The Master list should be developed on the county lines, while the
master file ( developed from thé working file) shall be on a state=wide
basis (alphabetically arranged).
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